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STORY BY DJYAP

A joint House of Representatives'panel found former President Beni'gno Aquino Il and his health and budget _,

FROM A

By DIYap
@decjayapINQ

A joint panel of the House of
Representatives on Wednesday
recommended criminal and ad-
ministrative charges against
former President Benigho
Aquino [ and his health and
budget secretaries for the con-
troverstal mass inoculation of
schoolchiidren with the Deng-
vaxia vaccine in 2016 that led to
amassive health scare.

The committees on good gov-
ernment and health voted 14-4 in
favor of a report recommending
graft, technical malversation and
grave misconduct charges against
Aquino, former Health Secretary
Janette Garin, former Budget Sec-
retary Florencio Abad and others
held responsible for the P3.5-bil-
lion vaccination program,

The joint pgmei found thar

Aquino and the others violaged

Sectlon 3 (e) of the Anti-Graft
and Corrupt Practices Act, which
penalizes an official for glving a
private party “unwarranted ben-
cfits, advantage or preference in
the discharge of his officlal ad-
ministrative or judicial func-
tions through manifest partiali-
ty, evidentbad faith or gross in-
excusabie negligence.”

The “private party” referred
to was the French pharmaceuti-
cal glant and Dengvaxia maker
Sanefi Pasteur,

Aquino and Garin have pre-
viously denied any wrongdoing,
but gave no fresh comments on
Wednesday, :

In a statement on Wednes-
day, Abad, who also denied any
liability, noted that the report
was not yet final and “can even

_be voted down” by the plenary.

- He said the recommendations
were “vagueand general in many
parts” and were not supported by
the facts and discussions.”

Shortcuis .
The panel said thére was
“collusion _among public offi-

¢ cials” to ensure that a large

quantity of Dengvaxia would he
purchased by the government

to vaccinate schoolchildren in
! Metro Manlla, Central Luzon

secretaries crhminally and administratively liable for the aborted Dengvaxia vaccination program, A6

and Southern Tagalog regions.
“This was done even though
the safety and cfficacy of Deng-
vaxia had not been clearly es-
tablished. These officials pro--
vided shortcuts in the process
to favor Sanofi Pdsteur, the
manufacturer of a commercial-
ly- available dengue vaccine,”
the report said. R
DOH Director Maria Joyce
Ducusin, Philippine Children's
Medical Center (PCMC) Execu-



.

tive Director Julius Lecciones,
former DOM Undersecretary
Kenneth Hartigan-Go and men:-
bers of the PCMC bids and
awards committee may also be
held liable for graft.

- Lecciones alo was recom-
mended to Ire charged with

technical malversation and

grave misconduct.
The report urged the Anti-
Moncy Laundeting Council to
“take appropriate action to in-

vest1gate the perqonalitles ln
volved in the pmcule_ment of

_lhe dengue vaccines

Dinagat -Rep. Kaka Bag-ao,
who voted against the report of
the joliit' panel:: chatred:’
Camig,um Rep. Xavier Romua[
do, questloncd its conclusions.

Bag-ao noted: that the  facts

“stated in‘the report- weré ‘the-
same as those cited in an éarlier

draft prepared by the former
panel chair, Surigao del Sur Rep.

Johnny Pimentel, which-had ex-

onetated Aquino ancl Ius offlcials.

D;fferent conclusion
She asked why the panel un-
der Romuialdo had jumped to a
completely different conclusion
from the same set of facts.
Romualdo - sald the eatlier
document - only remained -a
draft, since it was never put to
committee deliberatfon,

Bag-ao argued ‘against the

approval of the report but was

outveted. The others who voted

against the report were Repre-
sentatives Gabriei Bordado Jr. of
Camarines Sur, Kit Belmonte of
Quezon City and Oscar Garin Jr.
of lleilo.

In November 2017, $anofi is-
sued a global warning saying
that people with no prior €Xpo-
sure'to the dengue virus might
suffer sevete symptoms of the
disease if they had béen innocu-
lated with Dengvaxia.

According to the - Depart-
ment of Health (DOH), more
than 830,000 people, mostly
children, had been vaccinated
with Dengvaxia by the time it
was stopped foilowlng Sanofi's
announcement.

This led to public cutery and
congressional investigations over
allegations that Fi!ipino children
had been vsed as “guinea pigs” by
Sanofl in collusion with the
Aquino admilnistrdtion,

“Sanofj refunded the govern-
ment P1.16 billion for the unused
Dengvaxia, Lawinakers later car-
marked: the ‘money . for metlical
assistance for those who had al-
ready been vacciriated. '

Malacanang on Wednesday
suld it would “defer'- to the
House decision to recommen
the charges against Aquiino and
thic others,

Presidential spokesperson

Salvador Panelo in'a statement
sald the legal process should “take
its course and those. found re-
sponsible be held administrative-

~ ly, criminally and clvilly liable.”

“The Department of Justice
will perform its task of evaluat-
ing the evidence presented be-

- fore it and rule on the existence

of a probable cause against the
respondents,” he said.

“We reiterate the policy of
the administration that whoev-
er transgresses the law will
have to account for it regardless
of the social status and the po-
titical affiliation of the trans-
gressor,” he added.

Barlter NBI complaint

The National Bureau of In-
vestigation already filed similar
charges against Aquino, Garin,
Abad and officials of Sanofi,
Food and Drug Administration
and the DOH in the Office of the
Ombudsman,

The NBI complaint in July
2018 alleged irregularities and
conspiracy in the issuance of
the certificate of product regis-
tration for Dengvaxia and irreg-
ularities in the issuance of ex-
cnption to the Philippine Na-
tional Drug Farmulary and For-
mulary Executive Council.

The NBI also accused
Aquino, Garin and Abad of mis-
using government funds. ~wirw
REPORTS FROM CHRISTINE O, AVEN.
DANO AND INQINRERRESEARCH NG
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. By SHEILA cRISosTOMO

The Department of Heélth"(DOH) yesterday declared
an outbreak of highly contagious measles in the National
Capital Region (NCR) and Cential Luzon,

“We are declaring an out-

break as edsos have increaged

in the past weeks and to

strengthen surveillance of _

new cases and alert mothers
and caregivers to be more
vigilant,” Health Secretary
Francisco Duque 1T said.

In an interview, Puque
reiterated his agency’s call
for parents to submit their

children to anti-measles vac-.

cination to contain the spread
of the disease.
He warned that bronchop-

Jeumonia from measles com-

plication can be lethal, so par-
ents should not be complacent
about jt.

“Parents have to absolutely
bring their children to the

health centers for immuniza-

“Hon: Theie 1 no other way but

back to bakina or vaccination,
Parents should not wait for

‘complications to set in becayse

it might be too late,” he said,

Based on data presented
by the DOH Epidemiology
Bureau, the number of meq.
sles cases in Metro Manila
from Jan. 1 to 19 had reached

" 196, as compared to 20 cases

reported in the region in the
same period last year,

Atthe San Lazaro Hospital,
one of the DOH's referral cent-
ers for infectious diseases, an
average of 48 measles cases are
registered every day,

As of Feb. 5, San Lazaro

Turm to Page 4




Measles o

has scen 1,35_5'cases.: Of these,
1,240 patients. were -admitted '

in January, including 1,114

pediatiic patients. Porty-seveni -

of the children died. - _
This month, San Lazato has

admitted at least 264 cases,

including 241 children, eight :

of whom have died..
Last year, the NCR reg-

istered 3,646 measles cases

compared to 351 cases in 2017. e

"+ The NCRis composed of the -
16 citics of Caloocan, Malabon,

‘Navotas, Valenzuela, Quezon
City, Marikina, Pasig, Taguig,
Makati, Manila, Mandaluy-
ong, San Juan, Pasay, Para«

fiaque, Las Pifias and Muntin-

lupa and the lone municipality
of Pateros.

Related to this health bul-
letin, other regions under tight
watch by the DOH include -
Regions 1,2,4A,48,5,6,7,8,9,
13 and Cordlltera Admlmstra-

tive Region. -

'I'he regions need to scale up.

the1r response agamst meas]es
and have .all’ chlldren vacc1—
nated the DOH said.-

. Measles-isa hlghly con-

*'tag:ous respiratory disease

“caused by a virus. It is:trans-

ferred from person:to person
through sneezing, coughmg
: and close pergonal contact.

“Its signs and symptoms in-

clude cough, runny nose, red

in rasheslasting for more
than three days. .. -
- Aside from bronchopneu—
mionia, other complications
inelude diarthéa, middle ear

111fect1on, encephalitis or swell- -

ing of the brain, malnutrition
and blindness, wluch may lead
to death. .

“Nutritional support ‘and
oralrehydration are important

“measures to increase body re-

‘sistance and replace lost body

" rheaand petspiration;” Duque
said in a statement.

* tion and vitamin A su‘iple~_

Kes/ conjunctivitis, fever and.

" fluid caused by coughing, diar- .

- He__a_dded that immuniza-

‘mentation: of nine-month-old

"children are the best defenses

against measles, - -
.. Physician Jesse. Fantone,
chief of the DOH's Regional
Ep:denuology and Surveil-
- lance Unit in Central Luzon,
“ confirmed thie outbreak..
 “Yes, it’s an outbreak " Ban-
tone said.

Bengvaxia Hasco

. Vice President Leni Ro-
bredo urged yesterday' the
- Duterte administration to

fake immediate actions to

“help bring back the public’s
trust in the government’s
immunization program to
prevent another measles out-
break this year.
Robredo said the rise in
"'measles cases could have been
avoided if there were no ir-
responsible’commients and
accusations made that eroded
‘the publi¢’s trust in the gov-
ernment's immunization pro-
gram. ’

The Vice President was ap-
parently refetring to the contro-
versy mvolvm%l the Dengvaxia
vaccine, which some groups
blamed for the deaths of some
Filipino children. ‘

She said because of the
Dengvaxia scate, many par-
ents are afraid to have their.
children vaccinated.

“I hope concerns like this
should not be politicized be-
cause the lives of the children
are at stake here,” she said.

Ruby Conslantino, directoxr-
of thé DOH Disease Prevention
and Control Bureau, earlier

warned that another measles
outbreak is expected this year,
with 2.4 million unvaccinated
children.

Robredo said the country’s
program against measles has
been effective, noting that the
Phlhﬁpmes is close to eradicat-
ing the infectious disease.

“Let’s avoid finger poinling.
Instead let's find solutions on
how we can recover from this,”
she said.

Meanwhile, the Philippine

Foundation for Vaccinalion
(PRV) yesterday expressed .
alarm over the rising. cases of

‘measles, saying even babies

are now getting infected.
In an interview, PRV exceu- "

tive director Lult Bravo noted

‘there were reports of children

_below nine ycars old who. havc.

contracted meastes, g
“We are bothered by 50
many deaths now from mea-

sles and evenyoung babies less

than the age recommended
for vaccination, meaning nine
months old, are getting mea-
sles,” Bravo said.

Bravo maintained that ba-
bies should have measles pro-
teclion from their mothers up
to about nine years old.

But she warned that the
babics of mothers who are not

vaccinated or not adequately
vaccinated would be suscep-
tible to measles as early as one
month old.

“In 2005 to 2010 and up lo
2013, we were having zero
deaths with only a fow cas-
es. We are now looking at big

oulbreak and hundreds, even
thousands, arc expected to die
every yearif this trend contm—
ues,” Bravo said,

Bravo cautioned that the
tourism industry will likely be
affected if the risc in measles
cases will not be curbed soon
because it “is always a po-
tential scate for peoplc not to
come.” :

“When 1nfecliou9 disease
outbreak happens, visitors
will not come. Remember the
Olympics in Rio de. Janeiro
in Brazil? When Zika was re-
ported to haveincreased there,
some athletes opted not to
participate,” she added.

The expert urged parents
to have their children vacci-
nated to protect them against
vaccine-preventable diseases
like measies.

The DOH is targeting a vac-
cination rate of 90 percent. In
2016 and 2017, it achieved 70 to
80 percent of the target,

Last year, the agency posted
vaccine coverage of 40 percent.

- With Helen Flores
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Marcelino turns

By Matlon Ramos.

@MRamosINQ .

The two top antinarcotics offi-

cers linked to the smuggling of .

Pi-billion worth of “shabu”
(crystal meth) last year were al-

.50 behind the shipment of P38¢0

million in illegal drugs seized in
Sta, Cruz, Manila, in 2016, ac-
cording to Marine Col. Ferdi-
nand Marcelino. '

Facing the Commission’ on

Appointments (COA) at the Sen- . .

ate on Wednesday, an emotion-
al Marcelino recalled his year-
long detention after agents of
the Philippine National Police

. {PNP) and the Philippine Drug

Enforcement Agency (PDEA) ar-
rested him while aliegedly in-
side a clandestine drug labora-

PDEAasanagent. . .
Marcelino. maintalned. that

the charges’ against him were.

“fabricated,” saying this was
backed by the detision of the De-

partment of Justice to dcop the

criminal complaint filed by the
PDEA and the PNP Anti-lllegal
Drugs Group (AIDG) against him.

‘Horrible experience’
“I must say that that experi-

ence has - been horrible” |

Marcelino told the panel of law-
makers, his voice cracking.

- “Pardon me, sir, if [ become
emotional when I think about it.
It's not easy'to be incarcerated,
especially if you didn't do any-

tables on accusers

His_arxest-can_le as ashockto :
many as he was kriown asan an- - §
tidrug crusader when he served -

FerdinandrMarcelino

"I'actually thought of leav-
ing: the military after I was re-
leased from prison,” he said.
~ “But I did not falter ... As a pro-
+ fessional Marine officer, I sim-
ply go where I'm told to go and

tory on Jan. 21, 2016,

A member of the Philippine
Military Academy Class of 1994,
Marcelino faced the commission
for confirmation of his promo-
tion to colonel. He is now the
deputy chief of Task Force Noah,
the military’s antidrug unit.

Marcelino told the commis-
sion that he learned that then
PDEA Deputy Director General Is-
mael Fajardo and then PNP-AIDG
chief Senior Supt. Eduardo Acler-
to were responsible for keeping
the cache of shabu recovered
from the Sta. Cruz apartment,
where he and his Chinese infor-
mant, Yan Yi Shou, wete arrested.

He said it was “divine provi-
dence or divine justice” that Fa-
jardo and Acierto were named as
among those who helped smuggle
P billion worth of shabu throngh
the Port of Manila last year.

thing wrong," he said.

Sen. Cynthia Villar sought a
Senate inquiry into Marcelino’s
arrest and detention.

“If  were your wife, I would
not let you return to the mili-

“tary service,” she told the Ma-

rine officer, eliciting laughter
from the audience.

Drug trafficking charges

At the House of Representa-
tives also on Wednesday, a re-
port by the committee on dan-
gerous  drugs recommended
drug trafficking charges against
Fajardo, Aclerto and former
customs intelligence agent
Jaime Guban in connection with
the P11-billion shabu shipment
that was smuggled into the
country using magnetic lifters.

The committee, chaired by
Surigao del Norle Rep. Robert Ace

pe

- dowhat I'm asked t6 do.”

Barbers, also pushed for the relief
of current Bureau of Customs
(BOQ) officials-—from the deputy
commissioners down to port col-

+ lectors—to pave the way for a
“proper reform and investigation”
of corruption in the agency.

Charges also were recom-
mended against former Manila
International Containier Terminal
District Collector Vener Baquiran,
former customs appraiser Dolores
Domingo, as well as Marina Sig-
napan and Katrina Cuasay, em-
ployees of SMYD Tracling, for vio-

- lating the BOC policy against “sec-
tioning.” ’

Sectioning is a practice at the
BOC whereby appraisers and bro-
kers are grouped according to sec-
tions and becomes a source of
corruption, —wiTH A REPORT FROM
MELVIN GASCON INCY
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House passes RbTCﬂll on second }eédi_jig e ‘

The House of Representatives on Wednesday approved onsecond
reading a bill reviving mandatory two-year military training for se- .
nior high school students, With ayes overwhelming nays in voice
voting, the 2g1-strong chamber approved the proposed “Reserve Of-
ficers Training Corps (ROTC) Act,” restoring the ROTC program for °
ail studeixts in Grade 11 and 12, Under the proposal, all senior high
school students shall undergo basic military training “in orderto - .
motlvate, train, organize and utilize {them] for national defense pre-
paredness or civil-military operations,” Kabataan Rep. Sarah Elago
questioned several provisions in the bill, but the presiding officers
overruted her objections and forcefully called a vote. —-psyap ;)'
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“Diamond” leISIOl‘I has new commander

By Kathleon Mae Bulfuerin

Philippine Army chief Lt. Gen,

Macairog Alberto on Tuesday installed
Brig. Gen. Franco Nemecio Gacal as the

new commander of the elite 4th Infantry -

Diamond Divislon at Camp Edilberto T,
Evangelista, Patag in Cagayan do Oro Clty,

Gacal succeeded Maj. Gen, Ronald
Villanueva as the new commander of the

division which is mainly tasked with the

securily eperations and-in addtessmg

- security threats in Rastern Mindanag, -

CARAGA and areas of Reglon 10.
. For'the past three yoars, the dlamond

division has nentralized . [,101 Now .

People's Army torrorists, semetl 066
firearms and cleared 264 ba:anf,ays of
rebels’ inflience. .

It also facilitated the declalation of
Bukidnon as conflict managoable and
paved the way for the provinee'’s attammg

the statuq of bomg 10ady fm further
development.

Gacal Is.a member of tho Philippine
Military Academy Maringal Class of 1988,
~ He was a noted dperative of special
forces and well-rourided militar y officor
with expertise in human resource
management, . T

. Prlor to his new post, ho has sorved as
the commander of 402nd Infanh'y “Stinger”
Brigade since 2016,

L,
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The. Commission ‘o Appoint-

and Social Welfare Secretary Ro-

lando Bautista along with 51 othey

civilian and military officials.
During deliberations of the CA

committee on interior and local

governments, lawrakeis pressed

. Afio on the investigation into the
" deadly Jolo cathédral bombing in
- Suly; efforls to counter religious
rextremiism in the country and

housing for informal'settlérs,

Afo said the bombing was
considered solved with the arrest
of the suspects, even as he stressed
the Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG) and
the Philippine National Police
continue to hold dialogues with
Muslim religious leaders, local
officials and other stakeholders to
combat extremism.

Ao, who graduated from the
Philippine Military Academy
(PMA) in 1983, was appointed

‘ments (CA) confirmed yesterday.
Interior Secretary Editardo Afio.

Armed Forces chief in 2016 and,

later named 1o head the DILG in
January last year. :

“If there’s anything that Sec-
retary Afio should be credited
for since being appointed to the

oW heads et Ch o

PR TR

- DILG, it is his contributions to
exacting a¢countability from local -
-officials and public safety person-
: and deterrence but he did not
-elaborate.”

nel,” Sen. Sonny Angara said in

endorsing the official’s confirma- -

tion before the plenary, -

* Also confirmed was Bautista, a
former Army chief and a member
of PMA Class of 1985, who was

grilled on the issue of lowering:

the -minimum’ age of criminal

responsibility.. - .

Sen. Risa Hontlveros told Bau-
tista that she was disappoint-

‘ed with the Department of So-

cial Welfare and Development

(DSWD) for reversing its position

against lowering the threshold
from 15 years to 12 years.

" She stressed the DSWD should
be at the forefront of opposing
such bills in Congress as the
agency is among the main imple-
mentors of the Juvenile Justice and
Welfare Act of 2008, which set the
age of criminal responsibility at
15 years, '

Hontiveros said. the reported -

rise in incidents of minors in-
volved in crime was due to the law
not being implémented properly.

Bautista countered by saying
the results of an ongoing study of

- the DSWDSI;OVWEd'_ lo_wéfing the

‘minimurm age of ciiminal respon-

sibility would help in prevention

He, however, said the DSWD is
leaving it to the Senate and House
of Representatives to decide on
what would be the ideal minimum.
age of criminal responsibility.

The bicameral body also con-
fitmed the appointment of Aileen
Lizada as commissioner of the
Civil Service Commission.

Lawmakers pressed her on
improving the performance evalu-
ation of government officials and
workers to reduce red tape,

The body also confirmed the
appointiments of Ramon Bagats-.
ing Jr. as ambassador to India; Ma.
Teresita Cruz Daza, ambassador to
Chile; Christopher Baltazar Mon-
tero, ambassador to Brunei; and
Noel Eugene Eusebio Méjico Ser-
vigo, ambassador to the Asspcia-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations.

The CA likewise confirmed the
promotions of 43 generals and
colonels, including Lt. Gen. Ron-
nie Evangelista, superintendent of
the Philippine Military Academy.

Vf - Paolo Romero
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CA conﬁrms Secretarles Bautlsta
of DSWD Ano of DILG

By MARIO ﬁ CASAYURA

Befora gomg on a three month :

election recess which star ts today, the

bicameral Cormmission oh Appoint-
ments (CA)-confirmed yesterday the -
appointments of two. membexs of the
-'- contingent in throwing their support
for the confitmation of Bautista's ap-

Duterte Cabinet.”

Confirmed were 'Rolahdo Jose!itt)‘

Delizo Bautista as-Department of So--
cial Welfare and Development (DSWD)

" secr etal'y, and I‘dualdo Manahan Ano
~~as’Department of Interior and Local

Govex nment (DILG) secretary. .

- After {alking to Bautista outside
of the hearing room, San Juan Rep.
Rorialdo B. Zainora, concurrent CA vice
chduman, led his 12-member House

pointment.
Zamora described Bautista, - >9

/ 0
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CA confirms Secretaries... «

a Philippine Army (PA) chief, as a pro-
fessional.

Ano, fornier chief of staff of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP),
also answered the questions of CA
tnembers on the curvent peace and or-
der situation of the country, particularly
details of the Marawi siege.

The CA, likewise, confirmed the:

appointments of 43 ranking AFP gen-
eral/flag and senior officers led by two
Lieutenant Generals,

The CA also confirmetl the appoint-
ments of five Department of Foreign
Affales (DFA)Y ambassadors.

The appointment of Aileen Lourdes
Abclla Lizada as commissioner of the
Civil Service Conimission (CSC) was
also confirmed.

Confirtned as Lieut, Generals yere
Ronnie 8. Evangelista and Macairog
S. Alperto while tho Major Generals
werc Samuel G. Gotico, Velipe BB. Bejat
Erwin Bernard L. Neri, Ramiro Manuel
A. Rey, Pablo M. Lorenzo, Byron H.

Calimag, Jesus 8, Satsagat and Jese
C. Faustino Jr, L

Ramon Sevilla B'xgatsmg was-con-
firmed as Chief of Mission, Class I, as
Philippine Ambassador to Indla and
Nepal. .
Others confirmed were; Moe Albano
Wong as Philippine Ambassador to
Seuth Korea; Noel Bugene Busebio Me-
Jtea Servigon as Philippine Ambassador
ro Chile, Iicuador and Peru and Chris-
topher Baltazar Montero as. Philippine
Ambassador to Brunei Darussalam.

Last week, the CA confirmed the

-appomtments of the following: Raul

Salavaria Hernandez, a former DIA
spokesman as Philippine Ambassador
to Turkey, Georgia and Azerbaijan;
Leah Basinang-Ruiz, as Ambassador

to Poland, Ukraine, Estonia, Latvia

and Lithuania; Alex Gareia Chua, as
Ambassador to Kenya, Burundi, Co-

" moros, Malawi, Rwanda, Sychellos,

Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda, South Su-
dan and as Permanent Representative
to the United Nations Envivonmental
Program (UNEP) and United Nations
Human Settlements Program (UN-
HABITAT; Ma. Theresa I3. Dizon-de
Vega, as Philippine Ambassador to
Germany; Jesus Sautos Domingo, as
Philippine Ambassadotr to New Zea-
land, Fjji, Tonga and Samoa; and Leo
M. Herrera-Lim as Philippine Ambas-

-sador to Demnark,
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_welful Commission on Appbmtments (CA) yosterday approved the ad interim

fiitments of two members of President Duterto’s Cabinet, more than 40 senor

ary and five diplomats,

Conf rmed were Social Welfare and Developnwnl, (DSWD) Secretary Rolando Bautism

ad-Interior and Local Government Secretary Eduardo Adio.

¢ CA unmumously approved the confitmation of Ano, who was asked about

ssiies concerning the peace and order situation in the country. CA members quizzed -

* Bautista over the Bahay Pag-asa brogram of DSWD but gave their appmval to, !
his: appointnwnt

. Prior to their appointments as members of the Duterte Cabinet, Auo and

B Baulista served as chief of staff Avmed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) % :g'

- and the commanding general of the Philippine Army, respectively. - 3

BB Leading the seniot officials of the AFP whose appointmen(s wete
B confirmed were Army chief Lt. Gen, Macaivog Alherto and It '(xen
Ronnie Evangelista, superintendent of the Phl!lppme
- Military Academy (PMA), Also confirmed was contr oversial

“Marine Col, Ferdinand Marcelino, _
During the hearing, Marcelino became emeotional after
being asked by a member of the CA panet about his alleged involvement in

the illegal drugs trade that led to his inearceration. ,

A known anti-drug crusader, Marcelino, along with his Chinese agent, was
linked in the shabu laboratory lalded by combined operatives of the Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agency and police Auti-Illegal Drugs Group in Sta. Crus,
Manila in January 2017

“It is not easy to be imprisoned because I did nothing wrong. All the chargoes against
me were fabricated,” said Marcelino, a member of the PMA Class of 1004,

“But it was truly an awakening, a learning expericnce not only as a ilitary officer
but alse as a porson,” he added. 91

Ameng the five Department of Foreign Affairs diplomats whose ad ifiteriin appointments
wote eonfirmed by the CA were former police general and now Ambassador to South
Korea Noe Wong and Ambassador to Peru Ma. Teresita CruzDaza.
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Bautista,
Afo'get
nod of CA

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

BYPASSED the last time, Interior
Secretary Jiduardo Afio and Social
Welfare Sccretary Rolando Bautista
tinally got the nod of the Commis-
sion on Appointments yesterday.

Sen. Juan Edgardo Angara, who
sponsored Afio’s appointment,
sald he deserves the post as DILG
chief.

“Heis a paragon of competence
and bravery, and clearly deserved
to serve as Secretary of the De-
pattment of the Interior and Local
Goverament,” Angara said during
the confirmation hearing,

Adio and Bautista served as AFP
chiefs of staff before they were
appointed by President Duterte
io theit posts,

They were bypassed by the CA
before Congress adjourned for Jast
December,

Also getting the nod of the CA
were ambassadors to Asean Noel
Lugene Eusebio Mejico Servigon,
ambassador to Brunei Christopher
Balrazar Montero, ambassador to
India RBamon Bagatsing Jr., ambas-
sador to Korea Noe Albano Wong,
ambassador to Chile Maria Teresita
Cruz and 43 military officers led by
PMA Superintendent Gen, Ron-

Sce BAUTISTA > Page B3
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nie Tivangelista and Marine Cal.
Ferdinand Marcelino.

Also confirmed was Aileen
Lousdes Abelfa Tizada as com-
missioner of the Civil Service
Commission.

MARCELINO
BREAKS DOWN

Mareelino broke into tears when
he was asked to recall his arrest
and detention over drug chaiges
in 2016 that were later dropped
by the Justice Department. The
bemedalled Marine officer, also a
former officer of the Philippine
Drug Linforcement Agency, was
among 43 military officers who
faced the CA,

Responding to a question by
Cebu 1st District Rep. Raul del
Mar, who asked him why it took
so long before he could be given
justice, Marcelino said (he justice
systety in the country js “really
slow”

“Sorry Sir, | become emotional
every time I recall the days and

nights I spent in jail, It not easy .

1o be jailed, especially when you
know you did nothing wrong,”
Mareelino said,

e told Del Mar that while in

detention, he met others who
have been incarcerated for 10
years and whosc cases are still
being heard. C

Tewill be recalled that Marcelino
and his Chinese companion, Yan
¥i‘Shou, were artested by PDEA
agents in an apartment in Sta, Cruz,
Manila duting an anti-drug opera-
tion in January 2016, :

Marcctino and Yan were charged
for violating Section 11 (posses-
sion of dangeraus drogs), Article
I of Republic Act No. 9165 ot
the Comprehensive Dangérous
Dirugs Act of 2002 in connection
with their areest and the recovety
of P380 million worth of shabu
found in the apartment.

Matcelino denicd the charges
and said he was in the apactment
for a covert surveillance operation
as a member of the Intelligence

Service of the Armed Forces. He'

cven subimitted a certification from
the Philippine Ariy Intelligence
Group showing he is shating infor-
mwation on the alleged involvement
of Army personnel in the illegal
drugs trade.

Former NBI director Virgilio
Mendex also issucd & certification
recognizing Marcelino’s active
pasticipation in the anti-drugs
operations of the agency.

Matceling said the reason be-

hind his arrest was because former
PDA director Arturo Cacdac was
“historically irate” at his continued
involveinent in the anti-drug cam-
paign of the government,

In May 2017, the DOJ dropped
the charges against Marcelino
and Yan, saying the evidence
presented by the PDEA and the
Philippine National’ Police was
insufficient to charge them in
court, Yan was killed in August
2018 by tiding-in-tandem guninen
in Manila.

Duting the CA hearing, Mar-
celino reiterated that the charges
against hin were fabricated.

He said after his release from
detention, he thought of leaving
the military for good but eventu-
ally changed his mind, adding what
happened to him was a “big learn-
ing experience not only as a person
but also as a military officer.”

“I cannot thank enough my
scnior officers in the AP for
continuing to trust me, giving me
a break again despite what had
happened,” he added.

Sen. Cynthia Villar latter said she
would file a resolution asking the
AIP to explain what happened to
Marcelino,

“Maybe we can ask the AFP to
give us a written explanation on
this,” she said.
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Ano, Bautzsta. lusot sa CA

- Nakalusot na kahapon sa ‘makapangyarihang’

- -Commlssion on Appointnients sina DILG Secretary

-‘Eduardo Maranan Afio, DSWD Secretary Rolando .
:Jogglito Delizo Bauusta at-Commissioner Afléen’;
;:LOurdés Abelta Lizada ng Civil Servica Commlssion. g

Nauna Tito, nakalusot si Afio sa CA committee”

i::‘o'n local government; sl Bautista sa CA committse |

on labor, eniployment and soclal weltare atLizada

~sa CA committes, on constltuuonal commlsswns :
and offices, . i :

Bukod sa tatlo, nakalusot dm sa CA ang ilmang :
oplsyal ng Depanment of Férelgn Affairgyhabang
pinagtibay rin ng CAang ad inteiim appointientsng
42 Generah’Flag at Senlor Oﬂlcers ng AF Ma:‘ou b

- Escudero}
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Ombudsman reverses
order vs Ecija mayor

SAHTG DﬂMINGO Nueva Edja.'{he office of
the Ombudsmah ordeted the rin-
statement of the mayor of this town

after it found erroneous claimsin the

complaint againsther, *~ v
The grait court.on June 19, 2018

ordered Mayor [mee Llado de-Guz-

man dismissed foralleged violation

-of anti-graft laws and grave miscon-

duct filed by Vice Mayor Gregand ty '
~ from: the. CA and whoever will

Andres, who then replaced de Guz-
man on August 2. -
But the dismissal order was

found “erroneous” and the claim of

Andres’ camp fake.

In a seven-page resolution, the.

Office of the Ombudsmai “reversed
and set aside, and a new one is issued

- dismissing these cases because of in-
sufficient and legal matters to support
. against de Guzman.”

Andres, however, said the Om-
budsman’s joint resolution order
was “unauthenticated and with
clerical errors,” and even the original
envelope, stamp and seal and receiv-

" ing slip were suspected to be fake,

“It’s very erroneous so we are
going to file queries at the Ombuds-
man,” he said.

De Guzman earlier filed two sep-
arate moltions for reconsideration

with the ombudsman for reversal

of her case and dsked the Coust of

" Appéals {CA) to issue a temporary
"reétraining order. on her disimissal.

~ The CA fesolution, dated Novem-
ber 2018, said a dismissal was final
and executory.

“Whether fake or not, stlll the

~order will be unenforceable be-

cause, the ‘case has just attained
finality with entry. of }udglllel1t

implenient the order wil be lield
liable,” Andres said

“The recent resolution created an
impasse and a tense atmosphere
between the camps of the reinstated
inayor aiid the vice mayor.

During the flag-raising ceremony
on Monday,'the 69th Infantry
Brigadé based in Guimba, Nueva
Ecija sent at least 15 troops and
town police personnel, supported
by a grader that blocked the entry
and exit points at the municipal
hall compound to preempt any
untoward incident, but this did

- not happen.

. ]
Meanwhile, I_nt;l;or and lLocal
Government Provincial Director
Renato Bernardino said they have
yetto receive acopy of the Ombuds-

man's new order.
CELSO M. CAJUCOM
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Gov't rescue teams volunteers look
- for missing Cessna from Bulacan

GOVFRNMENT rescue team and vol-

_-.unteers ‘are" searchmg for the missing
- Cessna. pldlle with tivo persons onboard
~that went] nissing few minutes after tak-
ing off’ the. alrport in Plande! Bulacan e
© negative a of yestérday CIuesday) The
Philippine “Ait - Forco and 'the  Philippine

Monday. = -
The Civil Awatlon Authouty of‘ the

- Philippines- is conducting . the search’
with the help of Ajr Fores and Coast
Guard personnel to focate the two-seat-"
er Cessita C-152 training aireraft: (reg-~
istry number RP-C- 2724)-owned ‘and

; Zambales s b

operated by Fliteline Aviation School, -
The aireraft departed - Plaridel airport

around 7:20 am and fanded in Sublc at 7: 51

am for a touch and go iandmg manguver,

“CAAP spokesperson Eno Apolomo
said the plane wént mlssmg ot his way

- back to Plaridel alrport smce Monday

aﬁemoon i . :
HThe search and resciie o) raitons roves
pe P

Coast Guard were tapped to Join seawh and

: r&scue operations,” he said;

Apolomo said the search and rescue

" team is concentratmg in.the-area of Sta,

Rita mountain between Pampanga and

- Volunteers it the ioca!meq also

‘helped-ify the search and rescue opera-
tions: Joel Zurhano
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Military’s anti-coup force
in metro has new head

BY VICTOR REYES

A WELL-ROUNDED senior Aty of.
ficer has been designated as commander
of the military’s anti-coup force, the Joint

Task otce National Capital Region, based

in Camp Aguinaldo,

Brig, Gen. Cristobal Zatagora assumed
command of the JTE-NCR yesterday in rites
presided by AFP chief Gen, Benfamin Madri-
galJt. replacing Brig Gen, Abraham Casis who
teached the mandatory retitement age of 56.

The IF-NCR, the military’s anti-coup
and anti-terrorism unit in Metro Manila,
used to be known as the National Capital
Region Defense Com mand which quelled
coup attempts in the 1980s,

Zaragoza, a member of the Philippine
Military Academy Class of 1987, is outgo-
ing deputy commander of the Army 4th
Infantey Division based in Cagayan de Oro
City. Hle has served as head of the 401s¢ Bri.

gade in Agusan del Sur, and of Task Foree
Davao which js in charge of the security of
the President’s hométown, Davio City.

Zaragoza is a recipient of various
awatds for excellence in combat and ad-
ministrative functions, -

“He is avery capable officet in the field
of combat and intelligence opetations,”
said AFP public affairs chief Col, Noel-
Detoyato of Detoyato,

Meanwhile, Brig. Gen, Franco Nemecig
Gacal of PMA Class 1988 assumed the
post of 4th I commander on "Tuesday,
vice Maj. Gen. Ronald Villanueva who also
reached the retirement age.

As 4th 1D commander, Gacal will
supervise all military operations in the
Caraga region and part of the Notthern
Mindanao region, primarily against the
communist New People’s Army,

Gacal was, commandler of the 402nd
Brigade. B"l
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NDF consultant’s slay Obstructlon of justlce raps flled

Three persons, mcludmg
a lawyer of human rights
group Karapatan, face charges

for allegedly obstructing the

investigation of the murder
of National Democralic Front
(NDF) constiltant Randy Felix
Malayao.
Chicf Superintendent
Jose Mario Espino, Cagayan
Valley police director, said
Karapatan legal counsel Lidu

Bqlgos,, his wife Rina, a for-

mer board member of Nueva

Vizcaya, and Malayao's sister

Perla Upano, an employeeof
the Depariment of the Inte-

riof and Local Government,
were charged with grave

threats, grave .coercion and -+

obstruction of justice,
Espino said the thiee forc-

ibly took from police custody
Malayao's six cell phones, a

mga fao g sinasnbi: fmmin,

laptop and documents recov-
cred at the crime scéne, which

_cotild have pmvtded leacls.
into the killing, -

 “Hindi po sann H!I.'\lﬂfﬂm yHng
Espino said.
Philippine National Police
chief Direclor General Oscar
Albayalde relieved Senior Su-

perintendent Jeremias Aglu-
gub, Nueva Vizcaya police

director, and Chief Inspector
Geovanni Céhes, Aritao police
chief, for violating operalional
procedutes when they turned
over the recovered items to
Malayao's sister. -

_ Probérs are looking into
Malayao’s background as
a Néw Penple s Army com-

-mander as a possjble motive
for the killing,.

- Emmanitel Tupas
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By Jaymee T. Gamil -
@]GamilINQ

National Democratic Front of

" the Philippines (NDFP) consul-

tant Randy Malayao may have
been killed in a bus in Nueva
Vizcaya, but death had appar-
ently been on his tail from the
time he bearded the bus in
Metro Manila.

Security camera footage re-
leased by the Cagayan Valley
region police on Wednesday
showed that the “persons of in-
terest” behind Malayace’s mur-

-der had been tailing him since

he boarded the Victory Liner
bus to Isabela province at the
company’s Kamias terminal en

uary 2019

MAI-AYAO MURDER

SI.AIN NIlFP GI]NSl.IlTANT TAI[ED FROM 0C BUS TEHMINAI. SEI}UHITY FU[ITAGE SHUWS

Edm in Quemn Clty around 9
p.an. on]an 29

Pictures of bus - ;

" One of the persons of i.nt'é'r&-.r

est was shown it the footage ap-
proaching the bus and visually

checking if Malayag had a!ready o

boarded, before taking pictures
of the bus and walking away.

When the bus made &

stopoyer at a terminal in Ari-

tao, Nieva Vizcaya province,.

around five hours later, the
closed-circuit television cam-
era in the bus again showed
two persons of interest: near
the bus’s entrance.

A few minutes later a.gun-
inan boaided the bus, headed

5

‘to the -back _and then’, shot
. ._.Malayao dead while he sept, ~
o, In @ statement on ' Wednes-
day, Victory Liner Inc, con-

demned the killing, saying the
company. .was. . coordinating

-with policeinvestigators. -

~ “Victory-Liner is doing. ev-
erythmg possihle to further im-

- prove the security of our facili-

ties,” said. Richard Rivera,
spokesperson for the company.

Malayao’s personal effects
Police have yet to identify
the suspects 1h Malayao’s slay,
and ' have courted criticism for
painting Malayao as a “ranking
leader of the Communist Party
of the Philippines-NDFP in .Ca-

gayan Valley since 1990s.”

. Chief -Supt, Jose Matio Es-
pino;-Cagayan Valley. police di-
rector, on Wednesday said crim-

inal complaints might be fited
_against a former Nueva Vizcaya
- board member and a lawyer for

militant rights group Karapatan
for allegedly intimidating the po-
lice into releasing Malayao's lap-

- top and cellphone to his sister,

Malayao's relatives, who re-
quested anonymity, said they
“felt pressured” to give the
gadgets back to the police. ﬁ‘

“We will cooperate with the
investigators, but do not pres-
sure us because we are still griey-
ing," a relative sald. ~wiTH A Res
PORT FROM VILLAMOR VISAVAJR. INQ
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'Cagayan PNP releases footage
on killing of NDFP consultant -

AUTHORITIES in Cagayan Vailey'

releaséd to media the closed-cir-
cuit telévision (CCIV) footage on

" the killing of National Democratic,

iFront of the Philippines’ (NDFP)
peace consultant Randy Matayao.:

.- The footage was taken from tivo’
angles, one inside the bus and the .. in; _
"7 and assured pass’en’gers that their

other outside

Itwastaken atthe Vlctory Linerbus e
_terminal in Quezon-City at about 9. * -
- pm, onJanviary 29, showing Malagao +

 boarding an Isabela-bound bus. :+
It was also shown in the v1deo

that a man approached the bus,
out,? the bus company said. .

tookaplcture of the vehicle and left.
R

rNueva Viscaya. Inanother foolage,

two umdentlﬁed men were shown

zsmokmg{o side the bus durmg
“the stopaver.”

- Atabout 2:21.a.m,, a man wear-
ing a.cap and jacket boarded the
bus and approached Malayao.

Two gunshots were heard, after
which the suspect was seen ﬂeemg
the scene,

Chief Supt. Jose Mario Pspmo,

Region 2 {Cagayan Valley) police - -

ci{

e hours later, at abott 7
n\}anuary 30, the bus had ;-
‘a stopover at a terminal in Aritad, .
-Phlllppme Natlonal- Pol:ce in-its

dll‘EClOl‘, said théy were checkmg
on the identities of the men in the |
CCIV footage. _
Meanwhile, Victory Lmer, ina
statement said they adhiered to the

security requireinents laid out by

the Land Transportation, Franchis-
ing and Regulatory Board (LTERB},

safety is the company’s concern.
- "We denounce the dastardly kitl-
ing of NDF consultant Madayao,

: who I$ known in‘the comiiiunity
as a peacemmaker. | Like the rest of the

nauon, wie wani the truth to come

It also assured :that it - would be
coordmatlng with police’
" "We are conslanﬂy aSSlstmg the

investigation ofthec:

our rldmg public that Vlctow'tmer
1. doing everything possiblé‘to

further improve our facilities, We
adhere by the security guidelines
set by the ETIRB, we wait for our

-reggulators to further instruct us on

what initiativés are necessary to

undertake moving forward," the’

company added. K% :
FRANCIS EARLCUETO

o N7
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| Police to iden'tify-_-
~ ‘Malayao’s killers !

THE Cagayan Valley police said it
would . investigate the identities of the
fiien seen on a CCTY footage behind
the killing of Nationa| Democratic |
Front consultant Randy Malayao, -
The CCTY footage were taken from
two angles—one inside the bus where
Malayao was stiot and one outside, ac-
cmtiing'toaGMA’?rcport_. -
- In the first footage, which was
“taken at a bys terminal in Quezon
City around 9 P. on Janyary 29,

Malayao was seen boarding an lsab. _
ela-bound bys. Suddénly a man ap-
proached the bus, took a picture of
the vehicle, and left. Ny _ :

Five hours later, or aroiind 2 a.m, on
Jan. 30, the bus stopped over at a bus tep.
minal in Atitao, Nueva Vizcaya,
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Shl Joma home

Dutch urg

ed

Commlmtst Party. of tho l’hi]ippines '
~(CPP) founding chairman Jose Marka “Jora” .
Sison should be stripped of his polltiml
asylum status in The Nethorlands -and
subseiuontly repahiated to the Philippines
to face trial for nunerous ponding cases,
imombors of an antl-communisi group who
*stm'me(l tho Duteh 18 111I)absy sald yesterday, -

- Turn to page 6

The National Democratic
Front of the Philippines’ is
engaged in senseless struggle
and killings

From page 1

Liga Filipinas Independencia. (LFI)
slammed the Natlonal Democratic Front of
the Philippines’ (NDFP) “senseless struggle
and killings” in a petition submitted
yesterday to the Embassy of the Kingdom
of The Netherlands.

‘As a coalition of 38 national
organizations nationwide and different
sectors of society, we condemn the
atrociiies and terrorism perpetuated by
the CPP-NPA-NDF {Communist Parly of the
Philippines-New People's Army-National
Democratic Front} in the past years, And
you have granied the devil Joma Sison
refuge," LE[ head Nolan Tiongco said,

Face raps

The group also called on members of
ihe Buropean Union {EU} to eancel Sison's
privilege as a political refugee and bring
him back to the Philippines te face the
various cases that have been flled against
him and the CPP-NPA.

“We appeal to the kind and democratic
ticart of your (The Netherlands)
government and the BU to cancel Sison's

T A WA A < Bk oGk .

o)

asylum, together with those of his band of
texrorists, so that they could face trial in
our country, They are facing criminal and
acls of tervorism offenses that they have
commitied. Don't give them safe haven
and refuge and scapegoats,” Tiongeo sald.

“We don't know what your moral and
legat basis for giving this barbaric tervorist
group asyhim in your eountry. Glving them
safe haven s glving he]l to our country,”
Tlongeo added.

End Reds terror _
Around 50 persons, whe claimed to
he formor members of the NPA, said they.
decided to return to the fold of the law
after realizing the *hideous system” within
the 50-year-old robeflion,
“The CPP-NPA-NDF has only killed
thousands of Filiptnos, destroyed many lives
and billions of pesos* worth of properties.

" Joining that organizatlon as a teenager,

was our greatost regret and now, we are
making it owr duly to wake up everyone,” the
anticommiunist group said during the rally.

The embassy had acknowledged and
received the formal letter but has yet to
issue an official statement,

The anti-communist group has heen
appealing te Filipinos and the internationat
conununity o take part in ending the
rebellion movement. \

The NFA, the armed wing of the CPP,
Is listed as a torrorist organization in the
United States and EU. CL

e
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CCTV footage may
unmask >|IIer

By Elmer Manuel

Authorities in Cagayan Villey on Wednosday said they
are now following up leads provided by COTV footage in
the k:llmg of National Democratic Front of the Philippines'
(NDFP) peace consultant Ramly Mahyao last. 30 January
2018 in Nneva Vizcaya,

This developed aftor the ngayan Police released CCTV
footage that recorded Malayao's kllling The footage were
taken from iwo anglés — one inside tho bus whete Malayao
was shot and onc outside,

Region IT Police director Chief Supt. Jose Mario Espino
saidl they are now conducting investigation to cstablish the
identities of tho meh seent in the CCTV footage, The police
seid they would attempt to enhance the footage,

A man wearing cap and jacket boarded the bus
and approached Malayao.

Tn tho video taken at a bus terminal in Quezon City.
around § p.m. on 20 January, Malayao was scen boarding

- an Isabela-bonnd bus. The footage also showed a man

who suddenly approached the bus, taok a pictme of the
vehicle and left:

Five hours latol, around 2 a.m. on 30 Janu«uy 2018, the
bus was seen during a stopover at a bus ferminalin Aritao,
Nueva Viscaya. A separate footage also showed bwo men
smoking ouiside the bus during the stopover,

At 2:21 am., & man wearing cap and jacket boarded
the bus and approached Malayao. Two gunshots were
heard and after this the suspect was seen fleeing from
the scene.

Meanwhile, the police on Wednesday said they
would lodge complaints against two colleagues and
a relative of Malayao for\taking evidonce retated to
his killing last week,

Malayao's laptop and six cellphones, which could help
the investigation, were allegedly taken from police custody
by his sibling Perla Upano, Karapatan legal consultant Edu
Balgos and former Nueva Vizcaya board member Rina
Balgos, With Francls Earl Cuete

QS{
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Duterte to name 80 members of BTA

DAVAO CITY - President
Duterte is expected to an-
NOUICe 800N tl_u_: 80 members

of the Bangsamoro Transition’

Authority (BTA) as the initial
result of the plebiscite on the

coverage of the Bangsam-

ore Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)
indicates support for greator

autonomy for Muslim Min-_

danao.
The BTA is tasked to over-

Salvador Panelo car!iér_snid
the BARMM would be in place
as soon as the President congti- -

luted the BTA, unless the Su-

- preme Court rules in favorofa

sce the interim government

of BARMM, .
The Office.of the Presiden-
tial Assistant on the Peace

Process (OPAPP) has submit-

ted fo the President the names
of 80 nominecs.

The creation of the BTA is )

provided for under the Com:
prehensive Agreement on the

Kl

Bangsamorosigned on March -

27, 2014 between the povern-
ment and the Moro Islamic

Liberation Front (MILF).

Presidential spokesman

pelition questioning the consti- -

alionalily of the Bang’samow _
. OrganicLaw (BOL). . -

But Panelo is confident the -

high tribunal will reject the -
‘petition. ' o

“We cannot be waylaid in
the meanwhile in the race fo
peace. and.
satd. .
. He also urged critics of
BOL to yield to the rule of-
the majority. “The sovercign
voice of the participating’
voters in.the just concluded
plebiscite has spoken, usher-
ing a ray of hope to that war
weary, poverty stricken, long
neglected and much heralde
})romised land of the '50s,”
e said. _

“The Bangsamore Organic
Law has been officially rati-

~

 the Bangsamoro

progress,” Panelo

fied, it behooves the discor-

dant voices loyield to the rule

of the majority,” he added,
“The quest (for) lasting

peace.in that region’ saw. not

onlythe bloody encounters -

among the Muslim combatants
but spawned more conflicts
as-well, giving birth to more
armed Broups and violent
hostilities to the sufferance of
eople and
the Christian inhabitants,” the
spokesman added.
Panclo also praised Mus-
lim tebels for joining the

democralic process.

“We urge the people in the
Baigsamoio Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
to give their new leaders their
support and cooperation byt
at the same we implore them
to be vigilant and assertive of
their rights. We also call on
the mandated leaders to be
fealty to their oaths of office,”
hesaid.  ~ Edith Regalado
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Afier avoiding’ public eye,

Rody holds Cabinet meeting

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

After being away from
the public eye over the

past few days, President
Duterte held a Cabinet
meeting yesterday to.
thresh out certain issties. :

Cabinel Secretary Karlo
‘public eye, Dulerte had pri-

Nograles said the meeting

‘would focus on issues of.

land conversion, conumon

towet, national 1 sysltem

and updates on the im-
munization program of
the Department of Health
(DO, -

Nograles said the agen-
da aiso inctuded how to
streamline procedures in
the Department of Agrar-
ian Reform, particularly on
boosting the access of farni-
ers and fisherfolk to credil
and Ioan facilitics,

He said the President
wanted updates on, the ag-
ricultwral productivity pro-

gram of farmers,

© "(We) will also discuss the

‘national ID systém and the

immunization. program of
DOH,” Nograles said,

- Duterte skipped an activity
in Leyte last Friday, saying he
was not feeling well, E
- While he was out of the

vate 'e_ngagements in two

Mindanao citles and in Taguig,

Last Monday, Duterte met

with the families of five sol- -

dicts who died during a clash
with the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu
last Saturday and'the family of
a soldier who was killed dup-
ing the Jan. 27 Jolo blast. The
meeting took place at the Ma-
tina nclaves in Davao City.
Dulerte condoled with the
bereaved familics and hon-
ored the slain soldiers by
conferring on them the Order
of Lapu Lapu with the rank
of Kalasag. He also vowed
to provide them housing,

Aivelihood, employment and

educational assistance.

.~ Onithe same day, the Presi-
dent visited the grave of his
mother Soledad at the Roman

“Catholic. cemetery also in

Davao City to commemorate
her seventh death anniver-
sary.

Duterte ?aid his last re-
spects to Solona Canoy, wife

of former. Cagayan de Oro

City mayor Reuben Canoy,
Solona passed away last Felg.
3 because of cardiac arrest.
She was 94,
. Duterte also visited the
wake of Olivia Paras, wife of
Labor Undersccretary Jacinto
Paras at the Hetitage Park in
Taguig City. qﬁ

Duterte was last seen in
public last Jan. 29 when he
attended the premiere of the
movie about former national
police chief Ronald dela Rosa
inMandatuyong City,

— With Alexis Romero
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Aiio on Jolo
~ bombing:
CaSe.C_lOSéd

By PAOLO ROMERO . -

~ ' Authorities consider the
~ deadly bombing of the Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Cathedral in
Jolo, Sulitas solved, Interior and
‘Local 'Govérnment"Sec’re_tary
Bduardo Afio spid yesterday, -
 Aftiomade the statement du-
ing his confirmation_hearings
-before the Commission on 'Ap-
pointments after Sen, Risa Hon-
tiveros asked him for an update
on the bombing that killed more
than 20 people and wounded
over a hundred others. ‘

“We already consider.the case
as solved with the identification
of the perpetrators and the arrest
or the placing into custody of the
five suspects, Some people are
still at large and three suspects
are dead, including two suicide
bombers,” Afio told lawmakers.

“We have determined that
this was really perpetrated by
suicide bombers,” he said,

Afio sald the Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP) filed charges
of 23 counts of multiple musder
and 95 counts of frustrated
murder as well as damage to
property against the suspects.

“T would like to share that
in the time we were solving the
case that the (local government
units) played a very important
part - they provided a lot of
information, they have been

Tuin to Page 4

Page:

S



AIIO From Page 1

adji Gadjali alias Apah, Radjan -

very cooperalive and, facilitat-"
Gadjali, Kaisar Gadjai and Said

ed the arrest of the suspects,”
he said,

Sen. Aquilino Pimentel HI
pressed Afio to improve the
PNP’s intelligence-gathering
capability and help in the
government effort to counter
religious extremism, ‘

Afto said his department
has been conducting regular
dialogues with stakeholders,
including local officials and
Muslim religious leaders, in a
bid to combat extremism.

Abu Sayyaf leader Hatib
Hajab Sawadjaan, the alleged
mastermind in the Jolo bomb-
ings, is now head of Islamic
State (IS) in the country, Afio
said. :

Afio added that while Saw-

adjaan remains a traditional

_Abu Sayyaf, he assumed lead-
ership of militants infltenced |
by IS following the death of

Ishilon Hapilon in an encoun-

ter with state sccurity forces
in Qctober 2017 when he and

rebels belonging to the Maute

group lay sicge on Marawi city.

Meanwhile, the Department
of Juslice {DOJ) noted that
principal suspect Mukammar
Pay alias Kammah and Alb-

_respondents.. .~

Alih have been charged before

the regional trial court in Jolo,
- Sulu, S S

Kainmah, all'e'g'ed bomb

makei and a brother of slain -

Abu Sayyaf sub-leader Surakah

Tngog; is reportedly the leader
of the Ajang-Ajang subgroup of.

the local terrorist group. .
He denied involvement in
the bombings.. - . -
But prosecutors cited eye-
witness accounts as basis for
indicting him and the other

OJ spokesma _1_:-Ma.rkk Pe-

rete said there is no plan yet to'

transfer the cases from Sulu to
a court in Metro Manila.

“The evidernce and wit-

nesses necessary to prosecute

the case are in Jolo. Hence,:
it would be more efficient to:
hold trial-there unless comit-”

pelling reasons exist for the
transfer of trial in Manila. As
of now, we have yet to receive
any request from our pros-
ecutor to effect such transfer,”
he explained.

The National Bureau of In-
vestigation (NBI) will also look
into the possibility of a link of

3,

=

: ._ the Suly, Zatﬁbo_ahga city and
Lanao del Norte bombings,
* Justice Secretary Menardo

Guevatra said yesterday.

Just like in the Jolo blast; '

Guevarra said the NBI would
also tdentify the people behind

- the attacks in Zamboanga and
‘Lanao del Norte-and deter-

mine theirmotives, ~— ~ -

. . The DOJ chief also reveale
that the NBI had faced diffi-

culties in its probe on the Jolo
bombings. -
"It seems that the physical

‘evidence on site had not been

properly preserved before the
NBF's field agents came in,”
Guevarra said.

Guevarra said he gave the
bureau more time to complete
its investigation,

. Abu Sayyaf

At least two Abu Sayyaf
members were killed while an-
other was wounded and cap-

_tured in separate anti-terrorist.

operations in Suly, according
to authorities, "

The operations were
launched yesterday by the
Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group, backed by
elements of the Special Action
Force, to capture Alex Habbi-
bongin allas Amah Alex, who
wag wanted for murder.

. But ‘Habbibondin fired at
the lawmen triggering ashoot- .
out, which resulted in his

* death, _

“Troops from the 41st Infan-
try Battalion killed an Abu
Sayyaf member, wounded
and captured another onTues-
day afternoon in Maimbung
town, according to Col. Gerry
Besana, spokesman for the
Western Mindanao Command
(Westmincon),
~ The bandit was identified
as Murtasil Paradjil alias
Muster Ibla, who sustained
multiple wounds during the
encounter,

Paradjil was brought to
the military station hospi-
tal in'Camp Gen. Teodulfo
Bautista. '

“Your Armed Forces con-
tinue to adhere to the rules of
engagementand the principles
of International Humanitarian
Law, which dictate the protec-
tion of hors de combat orout of

action’due to injury in armed

conflicts, despite the fact that
our adversaries only resort to
non-conventional methods in
engaging our troops,” West-
mincom commander Lieuten-
ant Gen. Amel dela Vega said
in a statement.
- With Edu Punay, Roel !

- . Parefio, Emmanuel Tupas




D% _February 2019 Sy

vage: S

DOJ files murder eharges
vs Jolo bombmg suspects

The Department of Justice (DO]J)
on Wednesday filed criminal
charges against five suspects in
the bombing of the Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Cathedral in Jolo
Sulu pravince, on Jan. 27.
Undersecretary Mark Perxete,
spokesperson for the DOJ, said
Sulu prosecutor in charge Rom-
mel Cancio filed multiple murder
with inultiple frustrated murder
charges against Mukammar Pay
alias  Kemmah, Albaji  Gadjali
alias  Apah, Radjan Gadjalig,

Kaiser Gadjall and Said Alih, -

The five were said to be be-

hind the two explosions at the
church that killed 20 people and
injured more than 100 others.

Ajang-Ajang members

The suspects, all said to be
members of Ajang-Ajang, a sub-
group of the bandit group Abu
Sayyaf, reportedly gave them-
selves up to the authorities on
Saturday.

Perete said the cases were

- filed in the Jolo Regional Trial

Court, although he did not rule
out their possible .transfer to
Manila.

“The evidence and witnesses
necessary to prosecule the case
are in Jolo. Hence, it would be
more efficient to hold trial there,
unless compelling reasons exist
for the transfer of trial to Manila.
As of now, we hiave yet to receive
any request from ouwr prosecutor
to effect such transfer,” Perete
said. —serome aring INQ 1N
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REPORT TO CONGRESS'

US CONSIDERS
CHURCH BLAST

 BRAINS ‘EMIR
OF IS IN PH

By Jeannette I, Andrade
@jiandradeINQ '

The US Department of De-
fense considers Hatib Sawad-
Jjaan, the Abu Sayyaf subcom-
mander tagged as ihe brains
behind the Jan. 27 bombing of
the Catholic cathedral in Jolo,
Suluprovince, the "emir” of Is-
lamic State (IS) in the Philip-
pines.

In a quarterly report cov-
ering October to December
last year, the department not-
ed the “fractured relation-
ship” of the local IS movement
with the IS “core group” in
Iraq and Syria, as a result of
the kilting of its emir in South-
¢ast Asia, Isnilon Hapilon, in
last year's Marawi sicge,

It said that IS-inspired ter-
ror groups in Mindanao “re-
mained fragmented and de-
graded,” although they still
hosed asecurity threat with an
estinated 300 to soo fighters.

Military aid

The report, subntitted to
the US Congress by Defense
Inspector  General  Glenn
Fine, also discussed Wash-
ington's Operation Pacific
Eagle-Philippines  (OPE-P)
and justified the US military
assistance of $61.9 million
{about P3.2 billion) to Manila.

Fine said the aid package

7l

S
Page: >

would “help enhance the in-
telligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance (ESR) capacity
of Philippine forces to better
track and target terrorist or-
ganizations.”

Inciuded in the ISR assis-
tance to the Armed Forces of
the Philippines are a training
package,  software, -
manned aerial vehicle sys-
tems, tactical command
posts and other equipment,

Citing an analysis of the U§
Indo-Pacific Command, Fine
said that IS-inspired groups in
Mindanao "made no progress
in expanding [their] areas of
operations of influence” after
their defeat in Marawi. m;

Support declines

The comimand clusters
the Abu Sayyaf, the Maute
group, the Bangsamoro [s-
lamic Freedom Fighters and
the Ansar al-Khilafah Philip-
pines under iS-Philippines.

“(US Indo-Pacilic Com-
mand) reported that I[S-
[Philippines) was no longer
receiving the same level of fi-
nancial support and quality
media coverage from inter-
nalional affiliates as it had in
2017,” Fine said.

The US command, he said,
believes that Sawadjaan acts
as emir of 1S in Mindanao al-
though the “Isis-core did not
confirm an cmir and that it
was not clear what ties Sawad-
jaan had with Isis-core.”

Saome 4o foreign fighters,
mostly from Malaysiaand In-
donesia, were believed to he
in the Philippines during the
quarter to train and fight
with local Lerrorists, Fine
said. INQ
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_’Sawadjaan actlng ’
ISemirinPH -

L HATIB Ha;an %awad;aau, a commanderof lhe- -

‘ /\bl._l Sayyaf Group, is believed to be the *acting -
emit” of the Islainic State. ([S) in the Philip-
‘pines, according to a report by the Umted
States’ Depar(memof thLllSE (DOD) _
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HEMIRFROMA!
‘Sawadjaan -

The report estimated that there.
were around 300 to 550 IS terror-
ists in Mindanao, -

"Ihis quarter, US Indo-Pacom
(Indo-Pacific Command) reported
that it had no wpdate on the status
of an ISIS-[Philippines| emir, but °
it still believed t1atib Sawadjaan,
an Abu Sayyaf Group {ASG) sub-
unit commander, was the acting
emir,” the repoit said, using an-
other acronym for 18,

I8IS stands for Islamic State in
iraq and Syria.

The US defense department said
the US Indo-Pacom had reported
that the 1S Core, or those who are
based in Iraq and $yria, had not

| clarified their clear relations with

Sawadjaan, who Is based in Sulys,

There are two groups led by
the Abu Sayyaf, one under Saw-
adjaan and the other under
Ractulan Sahiron.

The US government has repori-
ed that thete was no evidence on
the relationship between IS-Core
and 1S-Philippines, ”

It, however, said the conclusion
of the five-month long siege in
Marawi, which left about 1,000
persons dead, had “fractured” the
relationship between the IS-Core
and the IS-Philippines.

'The statement jived with thatof
Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
na, who said there were around
40 foreign terrorists in Mindanao
accompanying groups that have

alighed themselves with " the s,
‘including the Abu Sayyaf under

Sawadjaan's supervision and the

Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom -

Fighters under Abu Toraype.: -

Most of the foreign extremists -
~ came from Indonesia and Ma-
laysia, according to Washington,
which did not identify the home

countries of foreigners aiding
Philippine-based terrorists,
Lorenzana and-Interior Secre-

taty Eduardo Aiic had confirmed

there were terrorists who came

from Pakistan, Egypt, Yemen, Mo-"

rocco and even Singapore. .
Afio confirmed that Sawadjaan

was the IS “emir” in the Philippines, vel ISR |
. Aerial Reconnaissance Unit, a Joint

He said even if Aby Dar or
Owayda Benito Marohombsa
had been recognized as the “emit”’

replacing Isnilon Hapilon for IS

Southeast Asia, Sawadjaan is the
believed leader of the IS in the
country, luring foreign tetrorists
to southern Philippines.

At the same time, the DoD re-
port said the Atmed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) tacked capabili-
ties in collecting information on
targets including terrorists, _

The report of the DoD’s Lead
Inspector General for the Opera-

tion Pacific agle in the Philippines

noted that the Philippine military
“lacks” assets for intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance (ISR).

It added-that the Armed Forces
does not have a “Production, Ex-
ploitation and Dissemination cell”
that has the capability of produc-
ing ISR information and “provid-
ing it toa decision-making entity.”

The Philippine military, it said,
also-“suffers from an institutional
problem” by usinglimited ISR assets
in live-tracking active operations, .

The:DoDgot this information
from the US. Special Operations.
Command-Pacific (USSOCPAC);
which also pointed out that the
Philippine military. still “relies -
heavily” on the Ug Defense de-
partment and its contractors’ ISR

. capabilities in identifying loca-
tions of activities of the enemy, .-

To atiain the “end-to-end” ca- .
pability requiring the Philippine i

' military’s Joint Special Operations _

foup (JSOG) to have a “tactical
vel ISR platform, an established

Inellig nponent” to assist |

with Jritelligence collaboration

and analyisis.js needed,

- In March last year, the Philip-
‘pine Air Yorce received six Sca-

nEagle unmanned aerial vehicles
from the US. that can be used for
ISR operations.”

The DoD inspector genéral
sald the USSOCPAC is provid-
ing the Philippine military an
intelligence training package,
analyst notebook software, mul-
tiple unmanned aerial vehicle
systems, tactical command posts
and other equipment.

For this year, the DoD inspec-
tor general said the US Indo-
Pacom was planning to spend
$50.1 million or 3.2 bitlion on
contracted ISR and $11.8 million
or P617.4 million on US Army

ISR support for the Philippines.
DEMPSEY REYES
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5 suspects_m Jolo blast charged DO.F

"By JEFFREY 0. DAMICOG

The five suspects allegedly in-
volved in the twin blasts at the Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Cathedral in
Jolo last Janwary 27 that killed 23
persons have been charged hefore
the Jolo Regional Irial Court.

“O1C-Provineial Prosecutor Rom-
mel Cancio today filed an information
for the complex erime of Multiple
Murder with Multiple Frustrated
Murder against Mukammar L, Pay @
Kammah, Albaji K. Gadjali @ Apah,

‘Radjan B (xadjahq, Kalser Gadjah

and Said Aiih,” DOJ spokesperson
Uudmsemetmy Markk Perete gaid
in a statement Wednesday, .
The DOJ; he said will not seek the
transfer of the case {o Manila.
“The evidened and witnesses
necessary Lo prosccute the case

" are in Jolo. Hence, it would be more

efficient to hold trial there unless
compelling reasons exist for the
(ransfer of trial fo Manila, As of now,

‘we have yet to receive any request

from our proseccutor to effeet such

2y

must‘u,” he explamed
Kammah ini-tially sur lendel ed

“to the 85th Infantry Battalion (113)
-of the Philippine Army Saturday
“reportedly to clear his name before

he was turned over to pohce inJolo,
Sulu,

The four other suspects sur-
rendered separately to other police
units in Sulu Sunday.

The five have hbeen placed under
the custody of the Special Investi-
galion Task Group (SITG) Mount
Carmel in Jolo, Suly.
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DOJ indicts five
inJolo blasts,

, ByReyE.',Re-quéjo‘ L

and Francisco Tuyay 7

THE Department of Justice has indicted
five suspects in the Jan, 27 bomb attack
on a Catholic church I Jolo, Sulu that
killed 23 people. , o
The department said the principal sus-
pect Mukammay Pay afias Kammah and
four others have been chaiged before the
. Next page
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Jolo, Sulu regional trial court with 23
counts of murder and 95 counts of frus-
trated murder, :

Also charged in court were Albadji
Gadjali alias Apah, Radjan Gadjali,
Kaisar Gadjai and Said Alih,

DOJ spokesman Mark Perete said
the Sulu Provincial Prosecutor’s Office
found probable cause on the charges
filed by the Philippine National Police
against the five suspects after inquest
proceedings on Monday. )

The cases filed by the prosecutors
unidentified suspects tagged in the
twin attacks,

Kammah, alleged bomb maker and a
brother of slain Abu Sayyaf sub-leader
Surakah Ingog, is reportedly the leader
of the Ajang Ajang subgroup of the ter-
rorist group.

Kammah has denied involvement in
the bomb attack, -

However, prosecutors cited eyewit-
ness accounts that pointed to him as one
of the culprits as the basis for indicting
him and other respondents. )

The DOV said there is no plan yet to
transfer the cases from Sulu to a court
in Metto Manila,

“The evidence and witnesses necés-
sary to prosecute the case are in Jolo.

Hence, it-would be. more_ efficierit to
hiold trial there wnless compelling rea- -

sons exjst for the transfer of trial to Ma-
nila,” he said. . o : .
The first bomb went off inside the
church as Mass was being celebrated
at about 8:30 a.m. on Jan. 27, Shorily
afterward, a second bomb went off out-
side, in time to kill churchgoers rushing
out and soldiers and police responding
to the first blast. o

“The Islamic State (ISIS) claimed je-

sponsibility for the attack, but local au-
thorities tagged the Abu Sayyaf Group
for the incident, even as-they acknowl-

-edged that an Indonesian: couple may

have been used as suicide bombers, -

Justice Secretary Menardo Guevar-
ra, meanwhile, said the National Bu-
reau of Investigation will deteriine if
a spate of bomb attacks in Mindanao
were related.

The probe would include thiee blasts
in Lanao del Norte that went.off in La-
nao del Notte on Tuesday, and a-gre-
nade attack on a mosque that killed two
visiting missionaries in 'Zamiboanga

- o

City last week. - :

“The NBI will try to ses if the spate

of bombings are interconnected,” Gue-
varra said, '
The first blast occurred in front of a

gas station in Lala town at 4:35 p.m., ol

lowed by another explosion at the back
of the Kauswagan municipal building

- 15 minvtes later, - '

The  third c¢xplosion happened at
the- Mindanao State University High
‘School, in ‘Sultan ‘Naga Dimaporo at
around 9:30 p.i,

- No'injuries were reported,

Guevarra said the NBI faced difficul-
ties in its probe of the Jolo bomb attack !
because the physical evidence on the |
site had not been propeily preserved.
- Because of this, Guevarra said he gave
the bureau more time to complete its in-
vestigation. ' .

Interior and Local Government Sce-
retary Eduardo Afio earfier said that
two Indonesian suicide bombers werc
behind the bombings, citing intelli-
gence sources.

The woman reportedly detonated the
first improvised explosive device inside
the church while the man detonated the
second one outside near the entrance.

In Jolo, Sulu, the police reported
the death of an Abu Sayyaf member
as troops continued fo press the attack
against the terrorist group,

Chief Supt. Amador Corpus, acting
director of the Criminal Investigation
and Detection Group said ASG member
Alex Habbibondin, alias Amah Alex-
“was killed in a manhunt operations in
Jolo, Suly at about 4;30 a.m. .
At least three ASG bandits were
killed and dozens were wounded in op-
erations against the group. With PNA
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‘Abu Sayyaf leader tagged

in Sulu blasts
is ISIS-PH head’

BY VICTOR REYES

AN Abu Sayyal [eader suspected to have
masteeminded the bombitgs ata Catholic
church in Sulu late lase month is believed
to be the acting head of “I1518-Philip-
pities,” a group of severval terrorist groups
in the country, according to a report of
the UJS Depattmient of Defense (120013),
nterior Secretary Eduardo Ado sup-
ported the October-December 2018
DOD quarterly report, saying Hatib
Iajan Sawacljaan has taken over as “over-
all leader” of 1818 i the country, which
he calfed “ISTS Mindanao,”
IS1S-Philippines or ISIS Mindanzo
is composed of the Abu Sayyaf, Maute
Group, Bangsamore Islamic Freedom
Vighters, and Ansar Khilafah Philippincs.
The former reported 1515 emir or

N

leader for Southeast Asin, Abu Sayyaf
leader lsnilon Tapilon; was killed in
Marawi City in 2017 during a five-month
armed conflict that stacted in May that
year with the occupation by the Maute
of several barangays in the city.

Afto said Sawadjaan is less radical than
Hapilon,

The January 27 twin bombings at the
Our Lady of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
in Jolo town in Suly, which Sawadjaan al-
legedly masternminded, killed 23 persons
and injured about a hundred others. Afio
said “Tuesday it was a case ol suicide
bembing conducted by two Indonesian
terrorists who Jinked up with Sawadjaan
alter artiving in Sulu from Indonesia,

The cathedral attacks came just weeks
after the milicary redeployed 11 battalions
to Sulu to go after the Abuv Sayyal and ts

leaders, including Sawadjann and Radul-
lan Sahiron,

Ano said the ISIS in the counry was
left disorganized after the fighting in
Marawi City but it was later revived,

Ile said Maute leader Abu Dar was
among those considered to become the
ISIS Mindanao leader bur “he (Sawad-
jaan) was recognized as their leader,”

“Actually, he did not pledge allegiance
with the ISTS. He remains to be a tradi-
tional Abu Sayyaf but after the death of
Hapilon and we're finding « leader, Saw-
adjaan eventually became their leader, if
I'n1 not mistaken third quarter last year,”
satd Ao,

DO Inspector General Glenn Fing,
citing information from the US Indo-
Pacific Command, said Sawadjaan is the
acting emir of ISIS-Philippines.

Ie said the I8I8-Core or leadership
“did not confirm an emir and that it was
not clear what ties Sawadjaan had with
1515-Core.”

“However, a5 of this quarter, no uni-
fied leader of ISI5-P was recognized by
the extremist groups in the Philippines
or ISIS§-Core,” he added.

In the quarterdy repore to the US Con-
gress, Fine also said US has commiteed
361.9 million (about P3.23 billion} in
intelligence support to the Philippine
military for this year.

Fine said Philippine military sill needs
extensive support in (he field of intel-
ligence, surveillance and reconnaissance
(ISR) from the US military.

Fle said the AUP has “limited ability to

See ARU 2 Page 33




ABU

collect information on a target and
provide that intelligence to u unic
on the ground to act on it”

Ving said the AFPs inability to
collect, process and disseminate in-
telligenee information was the resule
of several problems, including lack
of ISR asscts and lack of “produc-
tion, exploitation and dissemination
cell capable of synthesizing ISR
information and providing it to a

decision-making emity”

He said the Philippine militacy
also “suffers from an institutional
problem, using its limited ISR
assets for live tacking of active
opetations to provide semblance
of battle tracking fof friendly and
suspected encmy elements rather
than strategic threat analysis.”

Fine satd the AFP had heen rely-
ing **hcavily” on the US deparunent
for assistance, and it is the desire of
the US Pacific Command to provide
support for the Armed Forces “to

mect its own needs for ISR support
to counterterrorism -operations,
incluading the capacity to tatget and
conduct lethal operations against
muhiple violent estiemist threats,
without DOLD assistance.”

Fine said the US Indo-Pacific
Command “is planning to spend
$50.1 million on contracted ISR
and $11.8 million on US Acmy ISR
support to the ATP in FY (fiscal
yeat) 2019 - e

“One of the main objectives
of OPE-P (US Operation Pacific
Liagle-Philippities) is to provide the
ATP with intelligence, surveiltance,
and reconnaissance support and
to build the AEPs capacity to use
ISR in operations against ISIS-I2”
said Line.

CHARGES

The Sulu provincial prosecutors
office yesterclay filed multiple mu-
der and multiple frustrated murdes
charges belore the Jolo Regional

Trial Coutt against five suspects
in the cathedral bombings.

Justice- Undersecretary Matkk
Perete said principal suspect Mu-
kammai Pay alias Kammah and
four others have been charged with
23 counts of mutdet and 95 counts
of frustrated murder.

Alsoindicted were Albadji Gad-
jali alias Apah, Radjan Gadjali,
Kaisar Gadjai and Said Alih,

The move came after the local
prosecator found probable cause
on the charges filed by the PNP
against the fve,

Asked if the DOJ would move
for the transfer of the case to
Metro Manila ot other arcas due
to sccurity concetns, Perete said
there is yet no plan.

“T'he evidence and witnesses
necessary to prosccute the case
are in Jolo, Sulu, Hence, it would
be mote efficient to hold trial there
unless compelling reasons exist for
the transfer of trial in Manila,” he
said. — With Ashzel Hachero
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Duterte vows ald

for kin of soldlersf-
killed in Jolo
blasts, ASG
encounter

ByAHGYI.L cvnus B. uenuco'

Pl emdent Duterte o0 Monday as-
sured the families of soldiérs kifled in
the twin blasts in Jolo, Sulu-arid those
who fought with members of the Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) In Patikul of the -
goverriment’s assistaiice, *

Presidentlal Spokesman Salvador
Panelo confirmed that Duterte-had a
private meeting with the families of
thé five killed-in-action (KIA) soldiers
from the encounte; against the ASG in
Patikul last February 2, - . :
. The Piesident also met thh >9

con\amo PL!EBISOITI‘:‘ - At the'

' najamuda Elomentary s«;ho'oi n.
Pikit,’ ‘Cotabato, a woman casts hér
vote as her daunghter watche during
'qunesday's pleb[sclte. ‘Rajasmirda .
Is:one of the 67 villages in otabato
gluded In the proposed Qang_ WG
Autonomous Region of: Mualim
Mimlanao (Kelth Qacongcn)
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Duterte vows aid... ~  «

the relatives of a soldier kiiled in the
hombing incident in Jolo, Sulu, last
January 27. The meeting took place at
the Matina Enclaves.

According to the Palace official, Du-
terte extended his condolences to the
families. of the slain soldiers who were
also recognized for thelr sacrifice,

"The President condoled with the
hercaved families and honored the
fallen soldiers for their heroism by
awarding them the Order of Lapu Lapu
(rank of Kalasag)," Panelo said,

"He comforted the grieving families

and assurcd them of the government's

agsistance in terms of housing, Jiveli-
ligad, employment, and-educational
assistance, among otherg," he added, -

Panelo said the President was jolied
by Defense Séeretary Deliin Lorenzana,
Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief
of Staff General Benjamin Madrigal,
Ju, Philippine National Police Director
Oscar Athayalde, and Philippine Avmy
Commanding General Licutenant Gen-
eral Macaivog Alberto, '

" ‘The President also visiled the wake

of Solona Torralba Canoy, wife of former
Cagayan de Oro fayor Renben Canoy
in Barangay Causwagan. Sclona passed

. away last February 3 due to cardiac ar-

rest. She was 94. ,
. According to Malacaiang, Duicrte
ariived at the Canoy residence at 8:05

p.m. and talked to the family members

for more than an ho_m'.
- In2018, Duterte appointed Canoy as
a member of the consul{ative commit-

“tee tasked to roview the 1987 Conktitu-

tion. Canoy, a lawyer by profession, is
the founder of the Radio Mindanao
Nelwork.

- Meanwhile, official Palace photos
show that Duterte also visited the wake
of the late Olivia Paras, wife of Labor
Undersecretary Jacinto Paras at the -
Heritage Park in Taguig Cily Tuesday
evening. :
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SIX soldlers posthumously re-_
ceived the Order of Lapu- :Lapu”
with the rank of Kalasag (shield) -

B Ak e he o m

In a statement, Palace spokes-

families of the five soldlers who
were killed in an encounter with

T L g e e,

January 27. -
The meeting took piace at M

habltiae EIL

cordmg to Panelo,
“The President condoled w1th

L

‘heroism by awarding them the

Kaiasag, he said,

-ww-.-\m“.- RS T T

& tional aid, among others,

* that rocked the morning Mass at
the Qur Lady of Mount Carmel

- Cathedral in Jolo left 23 people."

- dead and dozens injured., © i,
4 It was believed that t_he_ Ab

from President Rodrigo Duterie; -
~“Lapu-Lapu’ throrgh the issuance -
man Salvador Panelo on Wedrnes: -
day said Duterte had a prlvate_‘{'

meeting on Monday with the
“the Kalasag Meda[ Is given to .

'-'__;(those officials ; and’’ personnelf,.}
‘of the' govemment and: Pprivate™

in Suly last February 2 and.a '-,-l-mduvnduals who’ lost their Tives

soldier who was also killed in. -
twin bombmgs in Iolo, Su]u, on;

members of the Abu Sayyaf Group

tina Enclaves in Davao Clty, ac— |
. members of the:Abu- Sayyaf the,-

; 'same Order of Lapu -Lapu, ;
the bereaved families and hen: - -
ored the falien soldiers for their
- listed as"a- terror:sl organiza: -
Order of Lapu- -Lapy, rank of=f '
S Department ,
The spokesman added that the 3
President assured the families of -
assistance through housing, live-*
lirood, employment and educa- -

The twin surc:de bombmgsL

Duterte honors SiX soldlers
with Order of Lapu Lapu

Sayyaf GmUp were behmd the
<explosions, ivhich was cartied out
by forelgn siicide bombers,

Duterte created the Order of

‘of hxecuuve Ordelr 1? on Apn! 7.
lastyear. =
Accordmg to the measure .

asadirect result of their partici- -

“pation in'an actwlty pursnantto’™
& campaign pr advocacy of the 5
; .-Prestdent ‘ :

In 2018 Duterte t‘&l‘llEl‘ offered':

“Healso offered tohold peace '
talks with the group, whlch is”

tion by thé Unitéd. States State

lommg the res:dent durmg}\
hls visit-tothe families of the

-soldiers were’ Defense Secretary :
_Delfin Lorenzana, Armed Forces.
“of the' Phlhppmes ChlefofStaffj
- Benjamin® ‘Madrigal Jr,,. “Philip-,
pine’ National -Police, Chief:
" Oscar Albayaide and Phlhppme :

‘Army Commandmg General

Macairog Albefto,. = Ao
RALPH U VILI.ANUEW\

G
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Jolo blasts soldiers’
benefits assure:

The President addressed the concerns of the famllies about. the benefits due
them such as housing and jobs

Defensc Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, who was
: . prasent during the meeting said President Dutorte

President Rodrlge Duterte the other day assired  also gave the families financial assistance of
the families of soldiers kilied in the twin explosions in 1’500 000
Jolo, Sulu, that they will receive all the benefits due “He gave them the presidential 4
them as well as provide them with necessary housing ~ special finaneial .
and educational assistance for the victims' children.  assistance worth .

By Elmer N. Man’uel

-k

500,000 while the Armed Forees of the Philippines
likewise gave them their filancial assistance ranging
from 200,000 to P400,000 depending on the rank
of the soldier,” he said,

Aside from meeting the famitios of Jolo blasts
victims, the President also met with families of

the 32 soldiers killed in action from February

2016 to 2010,
. The President addressed the concorns
of the families about the benefits due
them such as housing and jobs.

He specifically instructed Labor
o Secretary Silvestre Bello 11 to
. address their concerns aboul

Jjobs while National Housing Authority General
Manager Marcelino Bscalada Jr. was also present
to discuss thelr issues on housing.

Meanwhils, President Duterte on Tuesday night
also visited the wake of the wife of former Cagayan
de Oro City Mayor and veteran broadeaster Reuben .
Canoy. N

The former mayor's wife Solona passed away
on Sunday. )

A longime acquaintance of the Pr esident, *
Canoy was a member of the E
consultative committec
that drafied the proposed
federal charter that
is being pushed by
Duterte.




By ARGYLL GEDUCOS

President Duterte on Monday
met the families of the soldiers
who were killed during the twin
blasts In Jolo, Sulu and-in an en;

counter with members of the Abu

Sayyaf Group in Patikul, also in
Sulu. : :
Presidential spokesperson
salvador Panelo caonfirmed that

Duterte had a private meeting
at the Matina Enclaves in Davao.

=_,- n

soldiers. killd-In-action In an en:"

counter -with the ASG in Patikul
lastFeb. 2, .. .~
The Prasident also met:with the

kin of a soldler killed in the bomb- .-

ing Incident in Jolo last Jan. 27.
According to the Palace official,

" Duterte extended his condolences

to the families of the sfaln sol-
diers who were also. recognized

for thelr sacrifice, He also assured . -
them that the government will

glve them assistance.

bereaved farifies and honored the

“fallén soldiers for thelr herolsm by
, awarding them the Order of Lapu

Lapu, Rank of- Kalasag," Panelo
sald,."He cornforted the grieving -

families and assured them of the

government's asslstance in terms '
of housing, livelihood, employ-
ment, and educational assistance,
among others," he added.

Panelo sald Duterte was joined
by Defense Secretary 'Delfin

Lorenzana, Armed Forces of the

City with the families of the five "The President condoled with the

Benjamin Madrigal Jr, Philippine
Natlonal Police chief Director Gen-
eral Oscar Albayalde, and Philip-
pine- Army commanding general
Lt. Gen. Macairog Alberto,
Duterte also visited the wake
of Solona Torralba Canoy, wife
of former Cagayan de Oro City
Mayor Reuben Canoy in Barangay
Causwagan, Cagayan de Oro. So-

lona passed away last Feb. 3 due-

to cardiac arrest. She was 94.
Malacafiang sald Duterte arrived
at the Canoy residence at 8:05 p.m.

13

and talked to the family members
for more than an hour.

In 2018, Duterte -appointed
Canoy as a member of the Consul-
tative Committee tasked to review
the 1987 Constitution. Canoy, a
fawyer by profession, is the founder
of the Radio Mindanao Network.

- Official Palace - photos also

showed that Duterte also visited
the wake of the Jate Qlivia Paras,
wife of Labor Undersecretary Ja-
cinto Paras, at the Herifage Park
in Taguig City Tuesday night.

Philippines Chief of Staff Gen.
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2 Sayyaf todas s

Napastang ang dalawang

miyembro ng mga bandidong -

Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG}) ha-

bang dalawapa ang sugatan .

matapos ang magkahiwalay
na engkuwentro sa pagitan
ng militar kahapon.

Sa ulat na tinanggap nl
PNP-CIDG Acting Director P/
Chief Supl. Amador Corpus,
kinilala ang unang napatay
na si Alex Habhibondin alyas
Amah Alez. :

Bandang alas-4:30 ng
madaling araw, isinagawa
ang manhunt counter ter-
rorism operation ng GiDG-
Regional Force Unit 9 -Suly,
Marine Battalion Landing
Toam {MBLT) 1, Spacial Ac-

tion frorce at Sulu Police sa
Sitio Barrio Militar, Jolo laban’
sa suspek na may warrant of
arrest sa kasang murder na

inisyu nl Judge Betlee lan

Barraqulas ng Branch 3, Jolo
Reglonal Trial Court (RTC),

Sa halip na sumuko, na--

kipagpalitan umano ng putok
ang nasabing bandido sa
tropa ng gohyerno na siya
nitong ikinamatay. Narekober
sa lugar ang isang cal. 357
maghum ng napaslang..

kumander ng 11th D, na-

kasagupa rin ng 41st-1B

ang hindi bababa sa 20 Abu
Sayyaf sa ilalim ng grupo ni

M16 rifle, is

a Sulu encounier
" ldang Susukan sa Brgy, Sa-

ying Susuk, Maimbung, Sulu.

“Tumimbuwang sa 20 minu-

tong: bakbakan ang isang

‘di kilatang ASG member
“habang isa $a mga kasa-

mahan nito na nasugatan
at nadakip. ay nakilalang si

- Murtasit Paradjil alyas "Mus-

ter Ibla”. Nasamsam sa lugar
ang tationg M1gyrifles, isang
«fl}_i bandolier

p

ny magazine para sa Mi4-

7 af mga hala. (f
Ayon naman kay Brig. . at mga bala, (Joy Cartos,
Gen. Divino Rey Pabayo, .

Rhoderick Befiez)

o o e TR e Tt e =
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[ Amnesty'foerLF
| rebelsin the offing

| THE ‘government is speeding up - see former ‘mbcfs take on a leader-
f work. on an amnesty program _for shiprole, =

i members of the Moro Tstamic Lib- “We re. trymg to fast- taack the
I eration Front after a successful plebi- .ammsly, but you know the am-
| scite paves the way for the creation nesty has to be. conulucd with by
| ofa B.mgsmnom Autonomous Re- Congiess S0 we're \vmkmz, on
| gion in Musllm Mindanao that will Next page
J ¢

Amnesty.. |

From Al ! &

that,”"ﬂUﬂdersecretary Nabil Tan of
the Office of the Presidential Adviser
on the Peace Process, said on ANC’s
Early Edition on Wednesday. .

Tan told ANC that those with pend-
ing cases would “normally” not bg_',_ ap-
pointed to the Bangsamoro Trausn_t,llon

s Authority, which will govern. during
a three-year- transition perwd before
elections.

However, Mohaghcl Iqbal, chair-
man of the group’s implementing pan-
el, said thcy will push for prov:snonal
apponltments until the rebels receive
thelr amnesties:

He -told ABS-CBN News that 10
MILF. commanders ale_ facmg crimi-
nal cases for “common” crimes.

He added that about 35,000 to

40,000 combatants may be covered by
the amnesty.
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3 Maute remnants
killed in Lanao Norte

COMBINBD forces of the mili-
"tary and police killed three rem-
nants of the Islamic.State (iS)-

Imked Maute group int Lanao del
‘Norte early on Thursday.

Maj. Ronald Suscano, spokes-

man of the Army’s 1st Infantry
. Division, Identlﬁed one of the
slain suspects as a certain Omar

D'user, while the two others

‘were unidentificd, during an
operation at around 2:30 a.m. in

‘Barangay Lumba Punud, Pantar,

Lanao del Norte,

Quoting Brig. Gen. William Alu-
nday, Joint Task Group Lanao del
Norte commander, Suscano said
Daiser was a fugitive who escaped
from Marawi City Jail and ;omed
the Maute group,

- He has standing warrant of
arrest for robbery with homi-
cide issued by the Marawi City
Regional Trial Court and was -

“known to be-an illegal drug :

pusher and user, Ie was also
a “follower” of forper Maraw;..
mayor Solitario Ali. ' ., ¥

Suscano said Daiser and the two

‘other terrorists were shot dead af-
ter "resisting arrest” and fighting it
_out with respondmg mihtaw and
“police personmel, :: °
. 7 Troopsalso recovered ﬁ)urMIG

.f:armailte rifles; an ‘M203 grenade.

launcher, one VAL assault rifle and
one Pietro beretta 9mm pistol with
malkmgs as property of the Philip-
pine National Police.. K%
DEMPSEY REYES

————— -

Page: _A"L
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‘Comelec, PNP;:
- 2nd BOLvotea
success despite
fear-mongermg

By the Inquirer Staff
@Team_Inquiver

The second round of a vote for
the ratification of a law that
would give Muslims greater
control of Mindanao went -on
without any serious incident in
Cotabato and Lanao del Norte
provinces on Wednesday, the
Commission on Elections (Com-
elec) said, despite explosions on
Tuesday believed to be intended
to keep voters at home,

James Jimenez, spokesper-
son for the Comelec, described

the plebiscite as successful af-

ter the polls closed at 3 p.m,
The vote was held in Gy vil-
Iages in Cotabato and six. towns

- in Lanao del Norte to determine
- whether those municipalitics

would become part of the pro-
posed Bangsammo Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM), whose charter, the
Bangsamore Organic Law (BOL),
was ratified in the first round of
the plebiscite in the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
{ARMM) and the cilies of Cotaba-
to and Isabela on Jan. 21,

The Philippine National Po-
lice said Wednesday's plebis-
cite was “peaceful.”

\/ 7/

Palace: Voters undeterred
Speaking on ractio at about
noon, PNP Director General
Oscar Albayalde said the explo-
sions in Lala and Kauswagan in
Lanao del Norte were likely
“fear-mongering” to defeat the
BOLin the plebiscite.
.Albayalde said “everything
lwas] peaceful” at the polls and
the vote went “without inci-
dent”
Malacafiang deplored the
explosions on Tuesday, saying

" no act of intimidation could

stop voters from twrning out
for the plebiscite.

Presidential spokesperson
Salvador Panclo said the explo-
sions were “acts of cowardice
on the part of those who resist
change and want to perpetuate
the climate of fear, hopeless-
ness and poverty among the
Bangsamoro people and the



Christian inhabitants in Min-
danao.” . R

On the eve of the plebiscite,
a grenade went off near a gas

station at Barangay'Maranding :

in Lala-and a homemade bornb

exploded near the town hallin

Kauswagan, N o
‘No one was hurt in the ex-
piosions, police said.

MILF blamed
On Wednesday,’ Lanao del

Norte. Gov. Imelda Dimaporo,
who opposed the BOL, blamed -

the explosions on the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILF),
the key Muslim insurgency
group in Mindanao that had

signed a peace agreement with -

the government. .

The plebiscite on the BOL
was the fnal step In the peace ac-
cord and the MILF led the cam-
paign for ratification of the law,

“It was meant to sow fear
among the people, just like what
they did in Cotabato City,”
Dimaporo told reporters, refer-
ring to Tuesday's explosions and
the grenade-throwing in Cota-
bato City early on Jan. 21, which
did not stop residents of the city
from voting for the BOL.

“Kauswagan is a Christian
municipality,” Dimaporo said,
“They were attacked by the

- MILEin 2000."

But Murad Ebrahim, the
MILF chair, said the explosions

-could only have been the work _

of people who wanted to sabo-
tage the plebiscite, .

“We cannot accept that ac-
Cusation without any proof,”
Murad said,

. “We have been campaign-
ing very hard not to disturb the
blebiscite because we know the
People need to vote. If there
are disturbances, that will dis-
courage voters to go to voting
places, I think those who would
do that are those who are
against the plebiscite,” he said.

Tarnout undetermined

More than half a million
voiers were expected to take
part in the plebiscite.

The Comelec had predicted

8

a turnout of iriore than 70 per-
cent, butJimenez said the elec-
tion watchdog had received re-
ports: that -the turhout Was
neaiing 75 percent as of mid-

_dayon Wednesday.

“We - expected a lower
turnont due to apprehensions
because of security concerns in
some places;’ But people are
coming out, They do not come in
droves like in the previous elec- -
tions-but the stream of arrivals
was steady,” Jimenez said,

“But lawyer ‘Michael Abas,

‘the regional election director,

sald the' turnout in Cotabato .

~ was smaller than the turnout in

the ARMMon Jan. a1,

- "We're lucky if we can even
reach 60 percent voter
turnout,” Abas told reporters in
Midsayap after the polls closed,

© Security was tight to ensure
voter = safety during - the
blebiscite, with attack heli-
copters watching from the sky
as the vote got under way in
Cotabato,

Senior Supt, Oliver En-
modias, the police repional
deputy  director, said the
plebiscite in the province was
largely peaceful.

Man with gun arrested
Supt.  Aldrin  Gonuales,
speaking for the police task
force assigned to the plebiscite,
said amember of the MILE iden-
tified as Mohammad Sawan Ku-
tok was arrested in a polling
precinct at Barangay Dungguan
in Aleosan for carrying a gun,
About 2,000 members of
the Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLE) faction jed by
Nur Misuari participated in the
Plebiscite in Cotabato, Ag
Misvarl’s faction of the
MNLF, which sighed a peace
agreement with the goverp-
ment in 1996, opposed the BOI,
but a spokesperson said the
Broup gave its members free-

- dom te vote, ~-REPORTS FROM

TINA G, SANTOS, JAYMEE T. GAMIL,
CHRISTINE O, AVENDARO, EDWIN
FERNANDEZ, BONG SARMIENTO, JE-
OFEREY MAITEM, DIVINA SUSON AND
SHEILAMAEDELA ¢rUZ INQ
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By SHEI_LA CRISOSTOMO

Despile the bombings in Lanao del
Norte, the second leg of the plebiscite for
the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) was
successful, the Commission on Elections
{Comelec) declared yesterday. o

James Jimencz, Comelec spokesmar,
said they are looking al a voter turnout
of 75 percent. :

“So far, it’s showing up to be very suc-
cessful elections. Of course, if something .

happens at the very last minutc, that very
last minute cvent is what's going to define
the whole exercise. But with caution in
mind, yes it is successful so far” he said
in an interview.

Jimenez said they could not determine
if the bombings were election-related, but
noted that the timing was “ridiculous”
as these happened the day before the
plebiscite.

The plebiscite covered the entire prov-
ince of Lanao del Norle except for lligan
city and 67 barangays in seven towns of
North Cotabalo. '

Jimenez noted that all the polling pre-
cincts in. the two provinces were “open
and funclioning” at 8:30 am.

RERSLs
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He added that distribution of election
paraphernalia proceeded smoothly, with
1o problems” about teachers, unltke the
Jan. 21 plebiscite in Colabato city, where
the voting was delayed because teachers
backed out on plebiscite day.

" VYoling proceeded unhampered despite
the heavy rains jn some parts of Lanao
del Norte.

Jimenez maintained that while there
were persistent rumors of the Moro Is-

- Jamic Liberation Front (MILF) fightors

entéring the provinces, no untoward
incidents were reported.

“We are Lrying lo verify these rumors
but in the meantime, the local govern--
ment units are on alert and the military
and police are laking sleps to secuic the
voting,” he added. :

The generally peaceful conduct of the
second plebiscite for the BOL in Lanao
del Norie and North Cotabato provinces
was confirmed by the Philippine National
Police (PNP) yesterday.

PNP chief Director General Oscar Al-
bayalde made the staternent despite the
three explosions which hit three towns in
Lanao dei Norte. ' '

“Fverything is peaceful,” he said in a
television interview over GMA News,

“ Albayalde personally supervised the
conduct of securily measures in the two
provinces to ensure that no untoward
incidents would occur when the voters
went to the polling precincts.

He said the exptosions could be the



k.

handiwork of peaple who wanted to sow
fear among the public. o

A total of 7,312 police personnel se-
cured 4,479 polling precincts in the two

provinces, .

Meanwhile,. two policemen were ar- -
rested in lligan city for possession of

firearms without securing proper certifi-.

cates for a gun ban exemption from the -

Comelec and clearance to provide security -
toa })Ulitician. e e .
They are Police Officers 1 Johaimen
Mohamad, and Rasid Lambay, both mem-
bers of the Pantar municipal police station
in Lanao el Norie. o 2

The two were caught at a security -
checkpoint in Barangay Tomas L. Cabili- |

at around 5 pm.

Seized from the police officers were one

M16 rifle, an MP5 rifle, one 9mm pistol

and a 45 caliber pistol. : .

Acts of cowardice

Malacaiang condemned yesterda
the explosions on the eve of yesterday’s

lebiscite on the BOL in Lanao del Norie.

Presidential spokesman Salvador Pan-
clo said no amount of bombing or terrorist
act scared, intimidated or threalened the
voters from participating in the plebiscite.

Panelo also assured the electorate that
the Armed Torces of the Philippines pro-
vided safeguards to ensure the concluct
of peacefui polls.

“The road to lasting peace in Lhat
region is not without obstacles strewn
by those who foment disunily and who
purvey the status quo. We shall not be
waylaid by the lwin forces of obstruction
and deslruction,” Panelo said.

Malacafiang also described as acts of
cowardice on the part of the groups be-
hind the blasts, saying they resist change
and want to perpeluate the climate of
fear, hopelessness and poverty among
the Bangsamoro people and the Christian
inhabitants in Mindanao.

According to Panclo, the Duterte
administration continues to have faith
in the vibrant democracy, knowing that
the peace-loving residents of Lanao del
Norte and the municipalities of Alcosan,
Carmen, Kabacan, Midsayap, Pikit, Pigk-
awayan and Tulunan, allin the province of
North Cotabato, courageously exercised
their right of sulfrage in favor of the rati-
fication of Republic Act 11054.

‘No cause for fear’
Lanao del Norte provincial election
officer Joseph Hamilton Cuevas assured
volers that securily forces were deployed
in various areas to ensure that the plebi-
scite would be peaceful.
“No heed Lo Le afraid,” Cucvas said in

v

“a text message yesterday. “The explosions
“(were) meant {o scare lhe_peoplej not to
~injure or kill.” : S
. Cuevas added that since martial law is
_being enforced in Mindanao, the military
and police check the movement of vé-
-hicles and thwartany untoward incidents.
. “(There will be) more visibility in the
voting cenlers,” he satd, '
Chief Insp. Salman Saad, spokesman

- for the provindal police, earlier said more
- than 2,000 law enforcers were deployed
-in polling centers and checkpoints in'the

© province, - - o ‘

“We'also have quick reaction teams on

. standby,” Saad said, adding that bomb-

sniffing dogs and explosive and ordnance
disposal teams weie waiting for orders.

The fiist blast occurred in the business
district of Lala at arounct 4:30 p.an. Seconds
later, another explosion was reported in
Kauswagan, 59.8 kilometers away,

_ Late Monday night, another explo-
sion was: heard near the Mindanao State
University high school in Sultan Naga
Dimaporo.

-~ “We (are still trying) to find out if (the
Ilasts} were coordinated or related to the
plebiscite,” Saad said. _

For his part, regional police spokesiman
Supt. Surki Sereiias said the reports claim-
ing that improvised explosive devices
were-used in the bombings did not come
from his office.

“We appeal for calm and sobricly. This
misinformation is the handiwork of those
who want to sow fear and panic among
the people of Lanao del Norte-and derail
the conduct of a peaceful and orderly
plebiscite,” Serefias said.

The plebiscite for the inclusion of sev-



.

cral barangays in seven North Cotabato
towns into the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanac (BARMM)
was generally peaceful, officials also said.

Major Gen. Cirjlito Sobejana of the Ar-
my’s 6th Infantry Division said his office

has not received any report of untoward

incident in polling sites from the first hour
of the plebiscite until 3 p.mi, yesterday.

But a resident of Barangay Dunguai-
in Aleosan was arrested for carrying an.

unlicensed pistol while in the premises
of a polling site, according to the police.
The suspect, Mohammad Kuiok, 32,
was booked for possession of an unli-
censed firearm and not for any hostile act
detrimental Lo the polling activity.

Kutok is a member of the MILE the

police added.

Voter turnoilt |

Despite Monday's bombings, the vol-
ing for the BOL plebiscite in Lanao del
Norte started as scheduled.

Meanwhile, the municipal police
said personnel from the Explosives and
Ordiance Division ave still conducting
laboratory tests on
the debris found at
the site.

Llsewhere in La-
nao del Norte, au-
thorities reported
satisfactory voler
turnout even as
some residents in
the capital town of
Tubod allegedly fled
to nearby Oxzamiz
city.

The police in

down, 1

Linamon town, adjacent ‘to
Kauswh{c;an,_ imposed a lock-
igan city authorities

arc also on high alert..
While no casualty was re-
ported in the bombings, Brig.

Gen. Alex Aduca of the Philip- -

pine Army’s- 2td Mechanized
Brigade said the incidents
were meant to embarrass the
miilitary. 7 L

. ButIn a televised interview

yesterday, Lanao del Norte

Sy

~Gov.Imelda Dimaporo blamed

the MILF for the incidents.

“The governor noled that
Kauswagan was .attacked by
the MILF in 2001, 2004 and
2008, causing dealh and . de-
struction-lo the mostly Chris-
tian settlers of the lown.

—~ With Emmanuel Tupas,
Christina Mendez, Gerry Lee
Gorif, Lino dela Cruz, John
Unson, Helen Flores, Roel
Pareiio |~ :
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“considers the conduct of the
February 6 Bangsamoro Or-
» ganic Law plebiscite a sue:
Cess. ' :
“It is succesful so far,” Comelec
Spokesman James Jimenez said in a
press briefing less than an hour before
voling closed Wednesday.

I5Ye

g he Commission on Elections

Hit

—Fee @ ANILA: QULLETIN " ——

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWESPAFIR

By LESLIE ANN @ AQUIND and AARON RECUENGO ™, * 1~

Alot of places, he saidreported a7s

‘percent voter turnout.

" “We have reports of turnout ap-

- proaching 75 or hetter..we-are waiting

for other places to report. But again
like 1 sald in some places in Lanao del
Norte, 75 percent or better turnout has
been reported,” said Jimenez,

The poll officlal said this was P9
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very high despite sccurity concerns.
“Considering our concern that the
turnout will be depressed because of
concerns and fear. Butpeople still went
out to vote..the stream of arrvivals is
steady,” Jimeunez said.
“The population in these areas are

. yery politically active. I suppose thal

would be one of the reason. They feel
strongly about these eleclmns,” he
added.

Jimenez also revealed that 100 per-
cent of the polling precineis opened.

“Iy 8:30AM, we received the report
of 100 percent of the precints of Lanao
del Norte and North Cotabato epened
and functioning,” he said.

The plebiscite was held in the en-
tirety of Lanao del Norte (except in
Iigan City) and in seven towns of North
Cotabato. -

The National Plebiscite Board of
Canvassers (NPBOC), meantime, will
convene Thursday at the Comelee main
office in Intramuros, Manila,

The Comelec en banc, sitting as
NPBOC, is set to canvass a total of 8
Certificates of Canvass (CQOCs) namely
the Provincial COC from Lanao del
Norte and onc Municipal COC each
from Aleosan, Carmen, Kabacan, Mid-
sayap, Pigkawayan, Pikit, and Tulunan
in North Cotabato.

o 'l‘lu ee lmmb hlasts
Umdcntifled nien Jaunched thiee

bomb attacks in Lanao del Nortc in an -
apparent bid to sahotage the conduct of

the second Bangsamoro Organic. Law

‘plebiscite, But security officials said the

explosions did not scarg voters from go-
ing to the polling precinets yester: day.

Its fact, Divector General Oscar
Albayalde, chief of the’ Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP), said that at least
50 percent of the registered voters
have already cast their votes as of noon
yesterday. '

“These were probably infended to
seare the people for BOL plehiscite. But
these are alt uinder investigation and as
of now, there are already two persons of
interest,” said Albayalde.

“The voting started 8 am. Eyery-

thing is peaceful and we continue to se-

cure polling centers in Lanao del Norle
and North Cotabato,” he added.

At around 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, an
improvised explosive device exploded
in Barangay Maranding in Lala town
of Lanag del Norte, followed by another
blast near the multi-purpose gym of
Kauswagan town 20 minutos later.

Another explosion oceurred at
around 5 p.m. on Tuesday at the prein-
ises of Mindanac State University
{MSU) Municipal High Scheol in Sultan

L,
A

- Naga Bimaporo.

There was no repor ted casualty in
the {hree explosions.
The three towns are nol included in

_the list of arcas which would take part

in the plebiscite.

The plebiscite covered the towns
of Balei, Munai; Nunungan, Pantar,
Tagoloan and Tangkal in Lanao del
Norte; and 39 barangays in the towns

. of Alcosan, Carmen, Kabacah, Mid-

sayap, Pigkawayan and Ptklf. in North
Cotabato.
“The perpetrators did not go through

the checkpoints, thal means that they
are not outsiders. So what we did is to

intensify the seeurity in polling places,”
said Albayalde.

There were 588 polling centers in

North Cotabato and Lanao del Norte.
A total of 7,312 policemen and sol-

diers were deployed to secure the poll- |

ing places and the roads leading to the
piecinets.

In Lanao del Norte, a total of 3,463
policemen were lapped, some coming
from Central Visayas., In North Cotabato,
a total of 1,410 soldicrs and policemen
were deployed. Atleast 1,400 more police-
men, 400 ofthem from Central Luzon and

CALABALRZON (Cavite, Laguna, Batan- |

gas, Rizal, Quezon) were deployed.

The first plebiscite was held on Janu-

ary 21 and covered Lanao del Sw; Basilan,
Sutu, Maguindanao, Tawiitawi, Colabato
City and Isabela City in Basilan,
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BOL plebiscite
‘very successful’
despite blasts

BY GERARD NAVAL

POLL and security officials yesterday said
the sccond round of the plebiscite for the
Bangsamoro Organic Taw {BOL) was “very
successful™ despite the explosions that
tocked Tanaw del Norte on the ove of the
referendum,

‘T'he plebiscite was held in Lanao del Notte
(except i Iigan City) and in seven towns of
North Corabate.

Comunrission on Hlections {Comelec) spokes-
man James Jimenez said, “So far, it’s showing
up o be a very successtul clection.”

“We don’t know yet about how the vorer
turnout will shape up, Bug, at least in some
places, welve already received reports that the
estimate is edging up to 75 percent,” he said.

Jimenes said the wwin explosions may be
“immaterial.”

*T'he timing js ridiculous. bt happened on the
eve of the elections, How can it not be electinn-
related? And even if it was not election-related
to begin with, the Fact that it went off on the
eve of the cleetions automatically makes i
election-related, It will have an impact whether
intended or not,” said Jimencs,

- Heatributed the high voter wemout to the
long history of political activity in the region.

“We've always adverted to the history of
political activity in that area. We know these
people. The population in these areas is very
politically active. 1 suppose that would be one
of the reasons, They feel strongly about these
clections,” said Jimenes,

On late Fucsday afternoon, twin blasts hit
Fanao del Noste, the first at the back of the
Kauswagan town hall, and the second in front
of a gas station in Iala town,

Aside from the good voter trnout, Jimency
noted the absence of delays in the opening of
polling precincts,

“By 8:30 a.m, we received the report of 100
percent of the precincts of Fanao del Norte
and North Cotabare opened and functioning,”
he saiel,

The National Plebiscite Board of Canvassers
{NPBOC) is scheduled to convene toclay to
await the tsansmission of eight certificates of
canvass {COCs),

PNP spokesman Senior Supt. Bernard Banac
said the explasions that rocked [anao del Norte
on the eve of the plebiscite “did not discourage
votets from trooping to polling ccnters.”

Banac said over 7,000 troops manned posts
to assunte poll duty,

Maj. Arvin Eacinas, spokesman of the
Army’s 6th Infanery Diviston, said

the only minor incident reported in North
Cotabato was the arrest of a Moro Islunic
Liberation Front member, Mokamad Sawan
Kutok, 32, who was nabbed for illegal posses-

See BOL >

BOL

sion of a firearm in Aleosan town
at around 7:40 a.m.

In Higan City, police said PO1
Johaimen Tomondong and PO1
Rasid Arumpac Lambay, both
of the Pantar town police, were
nabbed at a checkpoint for viola-
tion for the Comelec gun ban on

Tuesday afternoon,

Chicf Presidential Legal Coun-
sel Salvador Panclo, concurrent
presidential spokesman, said the
explosions last Tuesday stemmed
from acts of cowardice on the
patt of those who resist change
and want to perpetuate the climate
of fear, hopelessness and poverty
among the Bangsamoro people

U

and the Christian inhabitants in
Mindanao.

“The road to lasiing peace in
that region is not without obstacles
strewn by those who foment dis-
unity and who purvey the staws
quo, We shall not be waylaid by
the twin forces of obstruction and
destruction,” he said. ~ With Victor
Reyes and Jocelyn Mountemayor
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ARMM opens Bangsamoro Museum

77 By ALiQ. MACABALANG

‘mous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(ARMM) inaugurated last Monday

the Bangsamoro Museum at the re-
furbished Shariff Kabunsuan Cultm‘al
Complex (SKCC) here.

ARMM Governor Mujiv Hataman, in -

opening the musewm, underscored the
importance of the facility as a repository
of artifacts, works of arl, as well as tex-
tual and iconographic fecords relevant
to the cullural memory of the Bangsam-
oro people in Muslim Mindanao.

- The ARMM was established 29

. years ago hut issues about the ab-

sence of a regional museum came to
the fore only when national experts
and curators visited the autonomous
government last year and offered en-
ahling services.

“Ito rin ang ating motibasyon
upang buuin ang museo na ito,” Hata-
man said.

“Ayaw na nating maranasan ang
hirap at kung sinu-sino lamang ang
magkukwento sa atin (tunigkol sa)
buhkay at aspeto ng ating pagtgmg
Moro,” he added.

The museum is incorporated jin

' _the huge SKCC huxlding inside the
. 32:hectare compound here; A mini-

COTABATO CITY ~The 'Aut'ono~ o

library of the museum was opened Jast
year mostly by visiling researchers.

© “'Fhe ARMM's Burcau of Public In-
formation (BPI) said the completion of
the muscum formed part of the Hata-

“man leadership-avowed legacy for the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), which

‘was prescribed for creation under

R.A. 110540, The law was ratified over-
whelmingly in the Jan. 21 plebiscite.

“Itong Bangsamoro Museum,
kasama na rin ang Regional Library,
ay simbolo ng pagkokonsolida natin sa
mga dokwnento para sa transisyon ng
gobyerno,” Hataman said,

Despite its belated realization,
the Bangsamoro museum would
consfifute a “legacy” to the next
generation in the advent of BARMM
governance,

The ARMM leadership cited the
assistance of independent curator
and institutional critic Marian Pastor
Roces, who has been campaigning
to showease the vital stories abont
the Bangsamoro people through the
exhibition of different altlfacts from
the region. 8

4
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ARAWI CITY: The “"No” vote led
! the early unofficial canvass of the

&.Bangsamoro referendum results
by the National Movement for Free Elec-

. tions (Namfrel) in six towns of Lanao del
- Norte, at 5 p.m. on Wednesday.

The early Namfre! tally was as

+ follows:

Baloi: Yes -~ 7; No - 210
Munay: Yes - 1; No ~ 203
Nunungan: Yes ~ 8; No - 202
Pantar: Yes - 4; No - 227
Tagaloan; Yes - 8 No - 222
Tangeal: Yes - 85; No ~ 226

LI R A A T

Wednesday's plebiscite, which
came two weeks after the vote for
the ratification the Bangsamoro
Oiganic Law (BOL) for a new
Muslim autonomous region, was
for the inclusion of several villages
and municipalities in North Cota-
bato and Lanao del Norte in the

"?;;Nﬁf) BAN@gi‘%M@RQ PLEB §C§"§§= E’?E!N EFUL

No'votes lead in Lanao
orte

 Bangsamoro Aptonomous Region
" i Muslim Mindanao ( BARMM).-

The vote proceeded smoothly
and without any untoward inci-
dent, according to the Commis-
sion [lections (Comelec).

Comelec spokesman James
limenez said on Wednesday dis-
tribution of election paraphernalia
in plebiscite areas were completed
early and all precincts in Lanao del
Norte and North Cotabato were
reported opened at 8:30 a.m,

“We have no problem with
teachers, We received no report
about teachers who failed to report
for theit election duties,” he said,

Jimenez said they were closely
monitoring the progress of vot-

ing, citing persistent “rumors”
of armed men, allegedly MILF
fighters.

“We are trying to verify the
rumors, but for the meantine
the local government units, the
Philippine National Police and the
Armed Forces of the Philippines
were on top of the situation and
were taking steps to secure the
voting places,” he added.

Maj. Arvin Encinas, spokesman
of the Army’s 6th Infantry Divi-
sion, said the only election-related
incident recorded, a minor one,
was in North Cotabato at 7:40a.m,
when authorities arrested Moka-
mad Sawan Kutck, 32, who was
carrying a homemade .38 revolver

with nine live ammunition,

Encinas said-Kutok was
nabbed inside one of the poll-
ing precincts of Aleosan town
in North Cotabato.

Kuteok is a member of the
MILF's Bangsamoro Islamic
Armed Forces (BIAF) under
Hadji Bayan Abdulrahman of
the 108th Base Command.

In Lanao det Norte, the military
said that the referendum turned
out well even after the two explo-
sions that occurred in lala and
Kauswagan towns. (( b

Jimenez also said there were

.heavy rains in some part of La-

nao del Norte but voling still
proceeded.

Estimates of voter turnout
ratiged from 35 percent to 75 per-
cent. “So we don’t know yet if the
timout would be good or not,”
Jirenez saicl,

Malacahang on Wednesday
assured the public that security
measures were in place to ensure
the safety of the pubtic after two
explosions hit Lanao del Norte and
another rocked Maguindanao on
the eve of the plebiscite.

Two weeks ago, majority of vot-
ers from the Autonamous Region
in Muslim Mindanao voteéd in

favor of the BOL,
WITHWH.LIAM B. DEPASUPIL,
DEMPSEY REYES AND
CATHERINE S. VALENTE
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THE PHILIPPINE National Police
(PNP) is pursuing two “persons
of interest” behind the hombings
in Lanao del Norte that occurred

" on the eve of the second plebiscite .

of the Bangsanioro Qrganic Law.
“The investigation is still on-
going although [the Lanao del
Norte provincial dlrector} said
they have two persons of inter-
est in the bombing incidents;*

PNP Chief Oscar Albayalde’
said in a televwmn mtemew'_ "

Wed nesclay fioon:
He s?_atd_:_Tuesdays_bomb at-

tacks in. Kauswagan and Lala -
towns, which made use of

improvised. explosive dewces,

could have been meait to'in-
timidate voters. No casualties.”
were reported based on the .

PNP's latest report. -

del Norte on Wednesday to

“inonitor. thie security forces de-
- ployéd forthe plebiscite. Albay- -
alde said checkpoint operatlons '

were: set tip in different areas in
nao’del Norte and- Cotabato
to thwa'rtattacks TR,

Page: ﬁA?/ _—

Sayyaf member killed

. Meanwhile, operatives of the

PNP. Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group (PNP-CIDG)

.~ and Specnai ‘Action Force killed an .
- Abu: Sayyaf Group member in a
'The PNP chief ﬂew o Lanao’

manhunt operation in Jolo, Sulu
Wednesday morning.

Alex Habbibondin alias Amah
Alexwas killed by operauves in Sitio
Barrio Militar at about 4:30 a.m. He

~'was the sub]ect of awatrant of arrest
for,mu:d_er issued by Branch 3 of the
Regional Trial Court in Jolo.

2'persons of interest"eyed m Lanao del Norte blasts

Authorities confiscated the sus-
pect’s caliber.357 magnum firearm,
Amah Alex was part of the group
that evaded a fi reﬁghl with the

Philippine Army in Patikul on

liebruary 2,

The group, which consisted of
over 100 members and was led by
Hatib Hakan S1wad;aan, baitled
with the 5th Scout” Ranger Battal-
ion..Fighting claimed the lives of
three members, including a foreign
terrorist,'the military said,

liive soldiers were killed in the
clash, A3~ ROYD.R.NARRA
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Comelec chalks up 70% turnout;
"Yes’ prevails in early tally

By Vito Barcelo and Francisco Tuyay

El
¥

; FSPI I'E three explosions on the eve of a pleblsmte
§§ | in Lanao del Norte and North Cotabato, thou
B " of voters went to the polls in a peaceful exercisc

to determine if they wanted to be a part of the new
Bangsamoro autonomous region.

With more than 7,000 soldiers and po-
lice guarding the polling places, authori-
ties reported no untoward incidents.

On Tuesday, an explosion occured in
Barangay Maranding, the business center
of Lala town at 4 p.m,, followed by another
blast in Kauswagan town minutes later. A
third explosive device went off in Sultan
Naga Dimaporo town in Lanao del Norte at
10 p.m. No injuries were reported,

A Palace spokesman described the
bomb attacks as acts of cowardice and
said no amount of bombing would scare
people away from casting their votes.

“The road to lasting peace in that region
is not without obstacles strewn by those
who fomcnt disunity and who purvey the
status quo,” Said Presidential Spokesman

Salvador Panelo. “We shall not be way—-r{,

laid by the twin forces of obstruction and
destruction,”

The [)ILblSGIte will determine whe{herslx
municipalities in Lanao del Norte and 28
barangays in North Cotabato located in the
municipalities of Aleosan, Canmien, Caba-
can, M:dsayap, Plgkawayan and Plklt will
be included in the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao.

The first plebiscite held on Jan. 21
included provinces in the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao—DBasilan,
Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, Sulu and
Tawi-Tawi, and cities of Cotabato and
Isabela.

The Commission on Elections’ reported
a big tumout in Wednesday’s vote, saying
about 70 percent of some 640,000 residents
participated in the referendum.,  Next page

Ty




—eally 2

BOL...

From Al

* As of 540 p.m., the unofficial count
showed the “yes” votes ahead  with
31,698, against the “no” votes at 9,712,

The official results would be released

four days after the plebiscite, Comelec
spokesman James Jimenez said.
The ARMM and Cotabato City

voted “yes”to ratify the Bangsamoro -
Organic Law while Isabela City opted *
- not to join the BARMM, which re-

places the ARMM.
The BOL seeks to give the Moro peo-
ple the basic legal tools to chart their

“own destiny wnthm the country S con-
" stitutional framework, = -

Police said there were no violent inci-

dents in the 6,803 polling centers cover-

ing the two provinces. .

Philippine National Police- spokes-
man St. Supt. Bernard Banac said, the
Tuesday bombings failed to keep voters

- from the polling places,

The blasts on Tuesday prompted the

military and police to. ttghten secunty ;

at checkpoinis. .

fLa]a Kauswagan, and Sultan Naga =

Dimaporo were not part of the six mu-
nicipalities participating in Wednes-
day’s plebiscite, '

Banac said the explosions were under_

’

mvestlgatwn.
“The PNP security operattons in La-
nao-del Norte and North Cotabato are

‘well in place to make the plebiscite to-

day safe, peaccful and orderly,” Banac
said in a message sent to reporters just
before the plebiscite,

A total of 7,312 security forces
from the PNP (5,573) and Armed
Forces of the Philippines (1,739)
were deployed on the ground for the
second BOL pleblsclte

AFP “public affairs office “chief

‘Col, Noel Detoyato said the military

took “cxtra precautionary measures”
to secure the second BOL plebiscite.
With PNA

&
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By Kristina Maralit

......

and Elmer N, Manuel

The Palace commended

the successful conduet of tho
Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL)
plebiscite despite the explosions
that rocked Lanao del Norte
on the eve of the vote for the
inclusion of six towns of the

Terror fails o stop vote

Vil he Bangsamoro
Autono ogion in Muslim

- Mindanao, the Palaco said,
~ No amount of “terrorist

attack” will stop the poople
from having their voice be

heard, according to presidential

spokesman Salvador Panelo,
as voters trooped (o polling
: : Tum to page 2
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'I‘he explosions on the eve of the Bangsamoro Orgamc Law pleblsclte stem .

from acts of cowardice on the part of those Who resist change

ani paga 1

precinets in the second plebiscité
for the ratification of the BOL,

“We assure the electorate in .
that part of Mindariao-that the *
Armed Forces of the Phlhppines- '

{AFP) has provided safeguards

for thelr safety and will be on full -
alert to thwart any attempt from

any armed group or terrorists to
derail the democratic. process,
Panelo said in a statemel‘tt

Coming on the heels of the

twin blasts that killed 22 people

and injured more than a huiidiéd .
at a Catholic church in Jolo, Suly .

and the bombing at & mosque

that left' four people dead in:

Zamboanga, three explosions

happened in Lanao de! Norte

last Tuesday.

The first blast occurred in
Barangay Maranding in Lala
town while the other occurred
at the back of the munigipal
hall in Kauswagan town past 4
p.. A third explosion in Sultan

Naga Dimaporo happened shmtly_ ]

thereafter

Initial 1nvestlgations ‘bared
the triple blasts were meant to
create panic ahéad of the second
BOL plebiscite. - :

“The explostons ou the eve

-of the BOL plebisclte stem from

acts of cowardice on the part

 of those who resist change and
- want to perpetuate the climate
.of fdar, hopelessness and poverty

among the Bangsamoro people
and the Christian inhabitants in
Mindanao,".'Panelo 'said. -

Members of the Moro '

- Islamie leeraxmn Front
. who will have a huge
" 1'ole In the autonomous

. Bangsamoro reglon were _oin
o+ the most part” and do.not appear

also spotted

in that region is not without
obstacles  strewn by. thosé. who

- foment disunity and wlio puivey
“the status quo; We shall nof be
. waylaid by the twin forces of

obstruction and destruction,” the
official added. .
He likewise stréssed the

recent spate of bombings in the

region makes martial law all the
more ‘n’eed__e_d in Mindanae.
: Rn'vlllngi MiLF niembers
Members of: the Moro Islanic

“Liberatién ‘Front (MILF), which

will have a_huge role-in the

. auténomous Bangsamom region,
were Spotted in the provinee and

e’ road to lasting peacei'

neigllboring North Cotabato that
has 67 barangays seeking to Jjoin
the new region, i
_Prior to .the pleblscite,
additional seculity troops were

~déployed in’ Lanao del Norle

and North ‘Cotabato where

- some 700,000 voters were:set
Jto Join the plebiscite according

to' Commission on. Elections
(Comelec)_ spokesman James

. Jimonez,

J;menez gsaid MILF‘ membeIs
in the.area were unarmed: “for

to be fighting forces and noted
that all teachers supposed to man
the plebiscite -also showed up
despite reports that some were
terrified by Tuesday's blasts,

“We hope that the people will
still vote,” said Jimenez in a radio
interview. -

" Meanwhilo, the police and
military have yet to identify the
possible motive in the bombings in
Kauswagan, Sultan Naga de Maporo
and Lala towns. While it did not
cause any fatalities, security was
heightened in the area.

Kauswagan Mayor Rommel
Arnado said the latest blasts
may have been almed at scaring
voters, many of whom supposedly
oppose the MILF after previous

attacks in the south,

Tho MILF, whose 2014 deal
with the government led to the
Bangsamoro's creation, denied
the accusation coming mainly
from Gotabato City Mayer Cynthia
Guiani-Sayadi,

The Bangsamoro will get P50
billion in development funds
over the next 10 years, as well
as a chunk of the tax revenue
generated within its borders,

The national government will

keep control over the poliee,
though the leadership of tho
autonomous area will be closely
involved in sccurity matters,

Following the “double:majority”

rule, Lanao del Norte will have to
consent to the inelusion of fhe
municipalities of Balei, Munai,

Nunungan, Pantar, Tagoloan and

Tangkal in the new region,

The 67 batangays in North
Cotabato will also need the majority
vote from the seven towns covering

them, namely, Aleosan, Carmei,
Kabacan, Midsayap, Pigkawayan,
Pikit and T'wlunan,
Fxerclse went smoothly
The secend round of the
Plebiscite ran smoothly, tlhe
Comelec said.

Unlike the first round ‘wheve
the opening of some precincts
were delayed, all polling statlons
opened on time,

Nell Alcobgr
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- Ljoin you in the pra.yel for peace. )

Go sees PHL
peace progress

" pormer Speeial Assistant to the President
(ghrlstopher Lawrence “Bong™ Go yesterday sald he is
confident the country woutd enjoy peace and progress
iinder the administration of Presidont Rodrigo Duterte.

; Go cited the Duterte administration’s continuing
lmplcmentmun of tho “Build, Build, Build” program

B

for erucial infrasiructuves memt Lo sptu cconmme-

progross in the countly

* He also noted the conduet yesterday of tho socoml

phase of the plebiscite for the ratification of tho_v:
Bangsamoro Organic Law which is expected.to bning :

lastmg peace in Mindanao.

« On Tuesday, Go greeted the Chinese- Itlllpiuosf_

aml wished the country peace and prosperily as the

dsuntry celebrated the Chinese New Year welcommg 5

the year of the Pig

Also called as Chunjie or Spring Festival, the'-
Lunar New Year is celebrated by more than 20,
percent of humanity and considerod as the most
importait holiday in China and to Chinesc peopte

all over the world,
“Let me gieoh oul peoplc, particularly our I‘1Iipmo

Chinose brothers, a happy Chinese New Year,” Go said, .
“As we usher in the Lunar New Year, [ joln you inv.

the prayor for the realization of peace that we have
longed for as woll as progress for our country and
the upliftment of the lives of our citizens,” he added.

Go, who is running for the Senate in this year's
midterm election, vowed to support the programs of
President Duterte, particularly the campnig{)n against
illegal drugs, criminality and corruption...

His logislative agenda also includes programs for

health, agriculture, education, housing, long-term

gports developmont, fire protection and prevention,
localized peace talks, creation of a Depariment of
Overseas Filipino Worker, barangay welfare and
improved benefits for senior citizens. CGRP

oY
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Unidentified men launched three
bomb attacks In Lanao del Norte
Tuesday In an apparent bid to
sabotage the Bangsamoro Organic
Law plebiscite yesterday but security
officlals sald the exploslons did not
scare voters to cast their votes,

In fact, Director General Oscar
Albayalde, chief of the Philippine
Natlonal Police, sald that at least
50 percent of the registered voters
have cast thelr votes as of noon
yesterday.

“These were probably intended to
scare the people for BOL. pleblscite.
But these are all under Investigation
and as of now, there are already

aﬂl'

two perso
bayalde. -~ - - . _

"But the voting started 8a.m. Ev-
erything Is peaceful and we continue
to secure polling centers In Lanao

del Norte and North Cotabato,” he-

added,
At around 4,30 p.m, Tuesday, an
Improvised explosive device explod-

~ed In Barangay Maranding Tn Lala,

Lanao del Norte, fotlowed by ariother
blast near the mutti-purpose gym of

- Kauswagan 20 minytes later.

The last explosion occurred at
around 5 p.m. on the premises of
the Mindanao State University Muy-
niclpal. High Schoo! In Sultan Naga

ns of-'Inthesf," sald Al

Page: _mj__ .

) Dlmap'ord...

~_Nobody was killad orlhjur‘ed inthe '

" three éxplasions,

- The three towns are not Included
In areas which would take part in
the plebiscite which covers Baloi,
Munal, Nunungan, Pantar, Tagoloan,
and Tangkal in Lanao del Norte and
39 barangays in Aleosan, Carmen,
Kabacan, Midsayap, Pigkawayan,
and Pikit in North Cotabato,

"The perpetrators did not go
through the checkpolnts which
means that they are ng_%6 utsid-
ers, So what we did is t6f tensify
the security In polling places,” said
Albayalde, ‘

T e
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| Ang NAKGUNGURANG Patiaradako

Teoaioo sa Basa P00

Hindi natinag sa tatlong
magkasunod na pamboebemba
ang mga botante upang makiisa sa
pagdaraos ng Bangsamoro Organic
Law plebiscitesa Lanao del Notte,
kahapon, o

“Ayon kay Director, General
Oscar Albayalde, pinuno ng
Philippine Nalional Police (PNP),
halos 50 porsiyento ng mga
rehistradeng botante ang rakaboto
bago magtanghali kahapon.

“These were probably intended -

to scare the people for BOL
plebiscite. But these are all under
investigation and as of now, there
arealready Lwo persons of interest,”
ani Albayalde,

"But the voting started 8 a.m.
Bverything is peaceful and we
continue to secure polling centers
in Lanao del Norte and North
Cotabato,” dagdag pa niya.

Sa ulat, sa ganap na 4:30
it hapon nitong Martes, isang
improvised explosive device

(IBD) -ang sumabog sa Barangay
Maranding sa Lala; Lanao dél-
+ Norle; nin’ sinundan ng {sa pang -

pagsabog mafapit sa multi-purpose
gym ng Kauswagan, 20 minuto ang
nakalipas.

Pagsapit‘ng 5:’10‘0 ng hapon

panibagong pagsabog ang naganar
1

sa loob _ng MSU Municipal High
1

Schoot sa Sultan Naga Dimaporo,
Walang iniudat ma nasaklan sa
tatlong pag-atake. :
Nilinaw ng awtoridad na hindi
kabilang ang tatlong bayan na
pinasabugan sa listahan ng mga
ugar na bahagi ng plebesito.
~Sakop ng plebesito ang mga

bayan ng Baloi, Munai, Nunungan, .
Pantar, Tageloan-at Tangkal sa -
" Lalao del Norte; at3% barangay sa

mga bayan n‘; Aleosan, Carmen,
Kabacan, Midsayap, Pigkawayan

~ at Pikit sa North Cotabalo.

“The perpetrators did not go
through the checkpoints, that means

that they are not outsiders. So what -

(v

“ni Sala

* -auasunmlna_a”fs'a'ho’,;"Blil'hslte’

Nitia AARON RECUENCO, FRANCIS WAKEFIELD, at FER TABOY

we dicl is to intensily the security

in polling places,” paliwanag ni

Albayalde.
Samantata, nasa kabuuang 7,312
pulis at sundalo ang ipinakalat

_upang masiguro ng scguridad-sa’

mga polling center.
- PAGHIHIGANTI NG BIFF?

Samantala, ipinahaya_g
ng militai na paghihiganti ‘ang
nakikita nilang motibo sa tatlong
magkasunod na pagsabog sa Lanao
del Norie,

Sinabi ni Philippine Ariny 6th
Infafitry Division commander Maj.
Gen, Cirilito Sobejor, ang grupo ni
Salahuddin Hassan ng Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighteys (BIUF) ang
nasa fikod umano ng pagsabog, .
/\nira, gumanti ang grupo

widdin sa pagkamatay
ng kanilang mga kasamahan sa
airstrikes nifong Linggo, .

Nilinaw ni Sobejana na ypilang
kinalaman sa BOL plebiscite ang
pagsabaog,
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 Implementasyon ng sy wgq
a

para matiyak na matufyp ?toang,mandatong
maghatid ng kapayapaan s kaayusansa Mindanao,
linatakdang RepublicAct 11054 ¢ ng Ba

Organio Law na ifipat ang kasalukuyang pondo para

$a Bangsamoro Transitigh Authority, &5,

SaAutonomous Regon i Muslim M ndariao (ARMM).
- - Ayon kay Sen, Bam; hingi sapat-ang porwdo n

ARMM para'sa 2019 na P31.1 bilyon dahil naga ps

bilyan ar:}%kaflan-g_'an ng BOL, Naglaan ang bersiyon

N9 dagdag na P30 bllyon sa 2019 budget
Para sa BOL, na Umaasa si Barm na’'makaiullisat 88
hicameral conferenca committes, - - - ‘

‘Sayang naman kun?- hindi natin bibjayan ng
tamang pondo ang BOL. liodo na nafin ang Suporta
upang maabot na g mga kababayai natjr sa Mind-
anao ang inaasam Nitang kapayapa_an at kaunlaran,”
wika ni Sen, Bamna co-author at co-sponsor ng BOL.

ngsamoro -
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2“" round ng Bﬂl. generally peaceiul

Kapwa idineklara ka-
hapon ng mga opisyal
ng- Philippine National
Police (PNP) at Armed

Forces of the Philippines -

(AFP) ta naglapos. ng
matiwasay = sa pangka-
lahatan ang ginanap 1a
tkalawang round ng p ebi-
sito para sa Bangsamoro
QOsganic Law (BOL}
Ang sitwasyon ng
seguridad ay imulat ng
ground forces dalawang

araw bago magsara ang:

- botolan sa pul]mg coll-

ters dakong alas-3:00
ng hapon $a latawigan
ng Lanac de} Norle at
Noilh Cotabato kung saan
matiiag aug nalechistrong
bilang ng mga nagpartisi-
pang mga botante,

Sa kabila ng tatlong
insidente ng pagsabog sa
mga bayanng Kauswagan,
Lalaat Sultan Naga Dini-
pore; prwang sa Lanao ded

T

.

Norte nabagaman walang
nasugatan sa insidente.

- Bapdang ala-1:00 pa
lamang ng hapon ay pasa
50-85 % na ang voters
trriont sa mga bayan ng
-Aleosan, Pikit, Carmen,
Midsayap, Pigcawaynn at

-Tulunan, pawang sa North

Lotaln[o Habaig Lanao

del Nortcay nasa3Q % ang
voters turnout saffigs oll-
ing precint.~foy &ghios,
Doaris Franche-Borfe-

.
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I FEEL sad when T think of my thrce
best fiiends who were among the coun-

try's top tycoomis. I got to know ‘them-

when I was business editor ‘of the Phil-

ippines Herald. .
Samta Banana, those wera the days

when 1 could just barge into the office

of a bank' chairman or president, o a

tycoon for that matter, for an intervicw!

They were Henry Sy Sr., founder of
SM and its affiliates now in banking,
property. development, hotels, tourism
and retail. I have written about the time
I first met him-—when he was a 23-year-
old shoe retailer in Carriedo. I followed
his rags-to-riches story.

o The passing of these
three men is a personal
~ loss to me. T

Hemy was three years older that 1,
» but [ was lucky to know him personally
* and at times have coffee with him,
« Hetold me the secrel of having a suc-
. cessful retail company. Before opening
© an SM, he would invite all known retail
* companics 1o have space at SM, and al!
fte asked was 10 percent of their sales,
They could not refuse because SM gave
; them free secwily, free amenities and
free space. No wonder he is called the
King of Retailers.

Hemry's legacy is thal there is no
. substitute for hard work, patience and
perseverance.

Another tycoon friend was George

ey

Ty, founder and chairman of Me-
trobank, - '
I consider George a personal-friend
-because 'we ofien conversed during
the. foreign “visits of Presidents Fidel
Ramos, Joseph Estrada and Gloria Ar-
‘royo. We wero all part ‘of the business
delegation. . - o
. George was well known for his phi-
lanthropy, He had an annual selection of
the best teachers, best policemen, best
sofdiers, and outstanding Filipinos. His
corporate sogial responsibility was out-
standing, ’
At one time, George made me a
judge of the best teachers.
-And then, there is Alfonso Yucheng-
co, chairman and president of RCBC,

- Common to tycoons

SK

Malayan Insurance and Great Pacific

Insurance, :

When he was just starting oul in in-
surance, the Business Writers Associa-
tion of the Philippines voted him as the
“Young Insurance Man of the Year”
Later, he was named “Insurance Man of
the Year.” . i

He often invited me and my wife for
dinner at his hoine. Every year-end, he
would -ask me to brief his exceutives
on business prospects for the following
year. When he became ambassador to
Japan, 1 visited him there.

If there is one thing common among
these three, it's their vision for the Phil-
ippines. This is why I believe their good
fortune was a réward from God. Their
passing is a loss not only to the country
but also to me,

kW ®

I do not subscribe to the sentiment
that the ratification of the Bangsamoro
Organic Law will usher in peace, unity
and development in Mindanao.

The 1S-inspired terror groups have
proliferated in Mindanao. They will
contintie to frustrate whatever plans the
Duterte administration has for the new
Bangsamoro territory.

The fact that there are now some 40
foreign terrorists in the country, accord-
ing to Defense Secretary Delfin Lo-
renzatta, aggravates the sifuation. These
groups' single agenda is to create panic
and confusion among the populace,

k‘_r TumtoAS




Common...
From A4

Note that the plebiscite result is not -
unanimous. Sulu is against.it; and so
is Isabela in Basilan. This also means
that Nur Misuari's Moro National Lib-
eration Front is not one with the MILF
that will rule the BARMM, This simply
means that unity and peace in Mindan-
80 are not forthcoming,. '

There are many reasons that the Mus-
lims in Mindanao and Sulu are not unit-
ed. It's rooted in-history. The Tausugs
in Sulu cannot live with the Maranaos
in the Lanao provinces, and neither can
the Maranaos and Maguindanaoans live
with the Tausugs. It's tribalism, -

This is the reason Muslims love
guns. They are a source of power. You
cannot separate guns ahd Muslims,

It's a long way to peace,

L

The Manila Standard will finally
publish my memoirs. Publication was
delayed because of unforeseen events,

First, there wasa question of money.
This is why I am eternally grateful to

. Standard. publisher. Rollie Bstabillo
-and Martin and Philip Romualdez who

finally decided to publish my book,

. I 'am also thankful to opinion page
editor Adelle Chua and writer Jenny
Ortuoste. for helping me finalize my
memoirs,. . T

1 was also not satisfied with the first
print. T did not like the cover “Periodis-
ta: The Road Never Ends,”

‘L' have to revise the entire project to
be true to myself. God willing, I should
be able to launch the book after the
clections in May,

. * ¥ ¥

I many parts of the country are elec-
tion hot spots begause of the possibility
of violence, it is simply because there
arc politicians who do not want to lose
power and the petks that go with it,

Nothing much has changed, indeed,
And then, after the elections, there will
be more protests. lere there are only
those who won and those who claim
they were cheated.

www.emiffurado.weebly.com
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No rest for the weary

By now, a number of conjectures have conie out a.boin; the -
Jolo bombing, five suspects of which supposedly surrendered -

because of “massive hot pursuit operations” by the police
and the military, :

If one were to ook at. it from the
66 Ang Probinsiyano fan mindset, the

What this tells us Is scenario is heroic and action-packed ~ 1
- bombing couple,

that our hardworking and the villains, no longer able to
men in uniform . take the heat, turned themsclves in.
cannot afford to relax pnq of story? Not by a long shot.
yot even as the public — ppis complicated plot has many
s assured of the fust . .
and efficient work:
they are doing to National Police and Armed Forces of
Catch the criminale. the Philippines must be commended,
based on these white flags from suspected terrorists, for
their doggedness.

Sadly, it may have been their own conmplacency that led
to the suicide bombing on church grounds.

Statements made by the authorities after the five key

possible twists and turns that could % ceréin “alius

make your head spin, The Philippine-

“surrenders which could lead to the quick conclusion of this
- ugly. chapter tevealed that local police had been guarding

the cathedral 24/7, setting up a sort of checkpoint at the

-location on Sundays.

- T " People going to Mass, in other
{3 : words, are checked bhefore they can

The suiclde - énter, much like our experience in
malls hereabouts. Yet while these mall
“wand” or x-ray checks have become
part of our urban experience, it is
unfathomable that it should be done
in churches,

But what do we know? Life in places
_ tike Sulu is far different from many
g?:fgi” Abu Sayyaf other parts of the Philippines.
’ ’ In theso regions that had long
been regarded as breeding grounds for rebellion, security
measures need to be much tighter, justifying a martial law.

Unfortunately, security may have lapsed somohow for
two Indonesians to enter, carrying backpacks filled with
oxplosives.

he adds, were
guided by one of
the siirrenderers, .

Kamah,” who is sald
to bé the brother of
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This, of course, has yet to be verified, Inteiior Secrotaiy .
Edunrdo Afio says. What: we are told at this point is that -
the Abu Sayyaf is bohind the blasts along ‘with a “foreign
torrorist related to I818." - - L :

The suicide bombing couple, he adds, ———m— e
were guided by oxe of the surr¢gnderers, 66 : :

a certain "alias Kamah,” who is said to  Sadly it may

be the brother of a slain Abu Sayyaf-kave been their -
leader. Two pairs of inclaimed feet will- oton complacency
tell the story once forensics is done, ~ Hifit:led to the -

Meanwhile, it should interest us to Sticide bombing on
know that the Interior chief. thinks ChWrch grounds.
the Jolo Cathedral bombing has nothing to do with the -
Zamboanga City mosque bombing, but Is perhaps ceitnected
more with the Lamitan, Basilan blas,t,lgsgg':yeal' whore a
foreign IS member was also involved, - T4

He also thinks it is conneoted more with the Marawi
siege — an ISIS instigation — rather than the Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL) plebiscite,

The "timing” mentioned before, then, had to do with the
end of the polls, during which the porpetrators probably
saw their chance because the seldiers had possibly let their
guard down after the extreme alert for the BOL voting.

What this tells us is that our hardworking mon in uniform
cannot afford to relax yet even as tho public is assured
of the fast and efficlent work they are doing to cateh the

criminals. l.re _ ‘
Now that they know that the Jolo bombing
was meant to be “training” for future

Filipino suicide bombers, thero can

be ne let-up in their efforts.
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Warped mind

(11
No other

action was
taken by
Noynoy
regarding
the spread
of terrorist
groups
during

his term
.outside of
the
USsponsored
operations.

“ganie President “who crushed the dreaded and ruthless

- Sjria, it only took six moenths for Rody to clear

T S B ST DRI

Detained Sen. Leila de Lima was ta!kmg tlnough her hat when
she claimed the recent hombmgs m Mmdanao wero the 1esult-
of failed intelligence,

Presidential spokesman Sal I’anelo simply ascrlbed the
assessimeit to De Lima’s “dulled senses” as a result of her
incarceration due {o drug trafficking charges.

De Lima also can't be referring to President Rody Duterte
who sometimes tells the public raw reports even ahead of the
military on sensitive issues, such as the Jolo cathedral bombing
in which he was the fivst:to propound the involvement of a foreign
suicide bomber in the attack, .

Subsequently, the military did find two Indonesians, who '
were & couple, ag having blown themselves up resulting in the :
gruesome incident during a Sunday Mass. , e

The resolute actions of Rody, including the
declaration of martial law, were the result .of him
acting on reliable and quick intelligence,

“The detained Sen. Leila de Lima is talking
nonsense, Her confinement has dulled her senses,”
Panelo said fn a statement.

-The spokesman reminded De Lima that Rody was the

Islamic State (I5) and their local counterpats in the
Marawi siege.”

While it took six years for a coalition of forces
led by the United States to expel the IS from 48

Marawi City of the terror incursion,

“Rody is also the same President who has
declared a war on drugs, criminality and
corruption and gained headway in all those
fronts by his swift action and enforcement of
the law, without fear or favor,” Panelo added. \

De Lima, in her daily reverie behind bars, may have
been caught in a time warp and had issued the comments -
referring to her patron, former President Noynoy Aquino’s
actions during the Mamasapano debacle,

Among Noynoy's failures was his insistence that, lately,
in rebuttal to Rody's allegations before relatives
of the 44 fallen Special Actlon Force (SA[‘)
troopers, provided more quostions than .
ANsSWers.

Among the poinis in his statement
released after Rody practically put the blame squarely on him
for the death of the SAFF commandos on 26 January 2016 was
that the Tnifed States was not involved in Oplan Exodus thai

7]
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neutlalized Maldysmn terror Kingpir Mqlwan but lesulte{l in
the deatlt of 44 SAT commandos. '

TRody, then Davao City mayor, was in the same room as Aquiuo
in Zamboanga City when the SAF members were being niowed.
down by Islamic. rebels for almost the whole day of 25 Januar: Y,
and the operation was secretly led by the United States’ Cc.nu al
Intelligenco Agency.

Noynoy's counterclaim was that the US helped with equlpment
and intelligence gathering and nothing else, but claimed he did
not discuss the details of the operation wnth American officials.

- Both the Phillppme National Police-Board of Inquiry and the
Senate reports on the incident indicated at least six: Amel icans
were at the Oplan Exodus command center. ' '

No.other action was taken by Noynoy tegarding the spread
of terrovist groups. durmg his ternt otitside of the US~sponsmed
oper atlons '

: — - Armed Forccs of the Philippines Intelligonce
{1 .. reports also cited at least 23 armed groups in
De Lime...  Mindanao that still pledge allegiance to IS and
may have been  gouora) forejgn jihadists operating in Mindanao,
;.'::f i:fai{;){:m d Foreign IS fighters f;‘Om Asia, such as from
had issued. Indonesia, Malaysia and even China, were
the comments ~ \Wnable to refurn homie after the defeat of the
referring to her terror group in Syria and Iraq.
patren, former More than 30 Malaysian militants were
President believed involved in the Marawi City siege.
Noynoy Aquino..  Aside from Aslan countties, foreign fighters
from Saudi Arabia, Yomen, Chechnya and
Smgapone were reported to have been part of the pro-1S groups
in Mavawi City. _

The outcome of the process to create the Bangsamoro antonomous
region is a potential source of another avmed outbreak,

The Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF), which is
among the Muslim groups that pledged allegiance to IS, appears
to be waiting in the wings for developments that will make it
spring info action.

The BIFF is a splinter group.of the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) which was formed after the Memorandum of
Agreement on Ancestral Domain signed under former President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo was ruled 1mconst1tut:0nal by the
Supreme Court in 2008,

MILF and BIFF members are mostly linked to each other
either by blood or through intermarriages,

Rody had repeatedly sought apology for impesing martial
law, but said it was the best way to addvess the existing threats
from tha IS,

The failure of intelligence is among the blunders of the yellow
horde since it had lost its faculty on what should be considered
effective that saves lives against that which results in feeding
soldiers {o the Hon, as Rody termed it.

oA
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ASG 'bandit' killed, another captured in Sulu

By Teofilo Garcia, Jr

ZAMBOANGA CITY -- An Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) follower was killed while another was
captured in a clash as government offensive continues against the ASG bandits behind the
January 27 bombing of the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cathedral in Jolo, Sulu.

Col. Gerry Besana, Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) information officer, said
the firefight occurred in Barangay Saying Susuk, Maimbung, Sulu at about 5:10 p.m.

Tuesday.

Besana said the troops were conducting focused military operations against the church
bombers when they clashed with a group of ASG bandits led by sub-leader Idang Susukan.

The firefight that lasted for about 20 minutes resulted in the death of an ASG bandit and the
capture of ASG follower Murtasil Paradijil, who was injured during the firefight.

Government troops brought Paradjil to the Kuta Heneral Teodulfo Bautista Station Hospital
in Barangay Bus-Bus, Jolo, for treatment.

Besana said the troops recovered three M-14 rifies, an M-16 rifle, and a bandolier with M-
14 magazine and ammunition from the clash site.

He disclosed that a soldier was wounded during the firefight. No identity was released
except that the wounded soldier belongs to the Army’s 41st Infantry Battalion.

The Joint Task Force Sulu said the ASG involved in Tuesday's firefight was the same
group that clashed with the Army's 5th Scout Ranger Battalion on February 2.

“The Abu Sayyaf militants are now on the run after the ferocious gunfight with the scout
rangers. They are now splintered into small groups to evade the pursuing government
troops,” said Brig. Gen. Divine Rey Pabayo, Joint Task Force Sulu commander.

Pabayo said the troops are tracking down the ASG bandits, who fled following the 20-
minute firefight in Maimbung on Tuesday. (PNA)
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0 ex-rebels in Bataan receive financial aid

By Marilyn Galang

CASH AID. Bataan Governor Albert Garcia (left) joins former members of the New People's Army in a

group photo after as he gives them financial assistance of PHP10,000 each on Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2019. (Photo
courtesy of the Philippine Army's 7th Infantry Division)

FORT MAGSAYSAY, Nueva Ecija -- Nine former members of the Marxist-Leninist Party of
the Philippines - Rebolusyonaryong Hukbong Bayan (MLPP-RHB) from the province of
Bataan who surrendered to the Philippine Army’s 48th Infantry (Guardians) Battalion (IB)
received financial assistance on Tuesday.

Brig. Gen. Lenard T. Agustin, acting commander of the Army’s 7th Infantry (Kaugnay)
Division, said Wednesday that Bataan Governor Albert Garcia awarded the PHP10,000 aid

to each of the surrenderers.

Agustin said the former rebels brought with them one improvised M14 rifie with 26 live
ammunition, two caliber .38 revolvers with 13 live ammunition and one hand grenade when
they surrendered at one of the patroi bases of the 48th 1B on November 26, 2018.

He said the granting of cash assistance to the former rebels is through the initiative of the
48th IB under the leadership of its commanding officer, Lt. Col. Amel B. Cabugon.

He, however, clarified that the cash assistance awarded is also an initiative of the provincial
government of Bataan and excluded from the Enhance Comprehensive Localized

Integration Program (E-CLIP) benefits.

“The awarding of financial assistance is just first of the many benefits that the former rebels
will enjoy. | call on the rebels who are still in the mountains to lay down your arms and be
with your families. The 7th ID is always open to help you go back to the folds of the
government,” Agustin said in a media interview.

The E-CLIP program extends reintegration assistance, firearm remuneration livelihood
assistance, housing, conditional transitional grant, livelihood materials and implements or
employment assistance, access to government service, loan and market access, medical
assistance, alternative learning system, psychosocial assistance, college tuitton and
stipend, and legal assistance to rebels who return to the fold of the law. (PNA)
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Poll bets urged to reject NPA extortion demands

ILOILO CITY -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is calling on candidates not to
give in to extortion demands of the Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army

(CPP-NPAL).

Col. Erickson Rosana, Assistant Chief of Staff for Operation of the 3rd Infantry Division
(3ID), in a press conference on Wednesday, bared they received reports from election
candidates, especially from the Centraf Panay area, about armed groups asking for
payment in exchange for permit to campaign (PTC).

Moreover, the AFP will subject to validation the information that there are politicians who
have contacts with the NPA,

“We will release the names once we have fully validated the data and the Regional Joint
Security Control Center (RISCC) will be responsible for that,” Rosana added.

The national headquarters of the AFP has already validated the presence of terrorist
groups in four barangays in Western Visayas while 10 additional barangays will still be

subjected to validation.

Once a barangay is identified as infiltrated by NPA or armed groups, the AFP will deploy
troops in the area and at the same time an investigation will be conducted to determine why

the barangay was infiltrated.

Rosana also emphasized that once a barangay is cleared, it doesn’t mean that they could
not be infiltrated again.

The AFP assured the public that it will strengthen and focus their military operations on the
hinterland areas to prevent the terrorist groups from sabotaging and destroying the
peaceful conduct of the mid-term elections.

Meantime, it was revealed that Western Visayas has 88 NPA surrenderers since last year.

“They were forced to surrender due to our intensified combat operations coupled with social
pressure from various sectors,” Rosanna said.

The AFP also called on remaining members of the communist terrorist group to avail of the
Enhanced-Comprehensive Local Integration Program of the government for them to start a

new life. (PNA)
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