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The senators will receive at least P3
to the P16o million that each of ti

KEEP P75
BUDGET E

STORY BY MARLON RAMOS AND'LE.ILA B.SALAVERRIA

FROM AT

By Marton Ramos
and Leila B, Salaverria
@Team Inquirer
The lawmakers whom Sen. Pan-
filo Lacson has described as
“incorrigibly  insatiable” are
having their way with the bud-
getafterall,

They are keeping P75 billion
in pork in the final version of
the P3.8-trillion national budget
proposal for 2019 despite Lac-
son's strident objections, ac-
cording to Camarines Sur Rep.
Rolando Andaya Jr., chair of the
appropriations committee of
the House of Representatives.

“It's the (Senate-House) pork,”
Andaya told Inquirer editors
and reporters on Wednesday
night afrer his meeting with
Sen. Loren Legarda, chair of the
Senate finance contmiitee,

" Senators to get more

“Whatever [ say now, I'm
sure it will be called pork, Solet's
just say it's pork. It's the year of
the pig [anyway],” Andaya said.

The bulk of the amount, he
said, would be allotted to the 23
senators, who would each receive
at least P3 billion in government
projects, while the 292 members
of the House would “equitably
share” the remaining Py billion.

The congressmen’'s share
would beon top of the Pi6o mil-
lion that Lacson earlier divulged
each of them would get if Presi-

dent Duterte would approve the -

final version of the budget bill
that the lawmakers prepared.

Andaya said it was he and
Legarda who approved the final
draft committee report pre-
pared by the "small group” of
the Senate-House conference
committee that the lawmakers
convened to hasten the ap-
proval of the long-stalled na-
tional spending measure.

“We will have a [national]
budget onFriday,” Andaya said.

But the senators and the
representatives  should brace
themselves for public censure
of their decision, he said, point-
ing out that both houses of
Congress had to approve the fi-
nal version of the spending bill

hefore it would be transmitted-

bi!lioh eéch, while the congr i . |
. h . gressmen will ‘equitably share’ Ps billi
tem will get if President Duterte will approve the 2019 spendiflg pr:;rg:;md M




Whatever | say now, Pm sure
it will be called pork. So let’s just say

Rolando Andaya Jx.

Camarines Sur Representative

to Malacaang for President

Duterte to sign.

“It's up [to] each institution
to brace [itself] for the backlash.
They passed it. Why will 1 de-
fend it by myself? That’s what
you want to pass, then defend
it,” he added.

Violation of SC ruling

Lacson had decried the con-
gressmen’s insistence on lard-
ing the budger with pork, which
he said was in violation of a 2013
Supreme Court ruling that out-
lawed the pork barrel system,

On Tuesday, Lacson urged

President Duterte to use his ve-
to power to remove the pork
that the “incorrigibly insa-
tiable” congressmen had em-
bedded in the 2019 budget.

Legarda discussed the draft
report with her colleagues on
Wednesday night.

Lacson said on Thursday
that he had informed his col-
leagues that he would cast a dis-
senting vote at the ratification
of the report on Friday.

He said he disagreed with
the retention of the pork and
that he hoped more senators
wotild share his view.

“Basically, ves, the P160 mil-
lion per House member plus the
hillion-peso insertions made by
a number- of their colleagues,
and the P23-billion Department
of Public Works and Highways
insertions by a number of sena-
tors plus other insertions in dif-
ferent agencieshave all beenre-
tained,” Lacson said.

Unconscionable realignments

“Sadly, no matter how hard |
argued last night, I onty have
one vote, although I have good
reason to believe that some
like-minded colleagues are sup-
portive of. deleting all pork in-
sertions, particularly the exces-
sive and unconscionable re-
alignments made not only by
our [House] counterparts hut by
a number of our colleagues as
well,” he said,

But there was a positive de-
velopment, Lacson said, point-
ing to the deletion of appropria-
tions for flood control projects,
such as dredging and desilting
and the realipnment of the
funds to purchase dredgers.

He said the draft report also
retained the additional funds

given to the Department of
Health for the operation of new
health centers.

Lacson said many of his in-
stitutional amendrments were al-
soretained, including funds for a
240-day-a-year feeding program
for wasted and nearly wasted -
schoolchildren, additional al-
lowance for teachers, allocations
for veterans, additional funds
requested by the judiciary, and
funds for the activation of one
infantry division for the Army.

Although the budget re-
mained larded with pork, Lac-
son said he hoped he had con-
tributed to the national conver-
sation about the system that the
Supreme Court had declared
unconstitutional.

“More than that, hopefully, 1
was able to enlighten the public
because of the public discourse
that transpired, for or against
the outlawed pork barrel. 1
would say we have gained some
headway in this regard,” he said.

He reiterated his call to the
President to exercise his veto
power to remove “line items
that clearly took and smetl like
pork.” INQ
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By MAYEN JAYMALIN -7 -4

Aside from Metro Ma-
nila and Central Luzon,
three more regions are
reeling from measles out-
breaks and another three
are being monitored for
possibly being in the same
situation, the Department
of Health (DOQH) said yes~
terday. _

“We are expanding the out-
break from Metro Manila to
other regions as cases have
increased in the past weeks,”
Health Secretary Francisco
Dugque Il announced at a press
conference yesterday.

Aside from the National
Capital Region (NCR) and
Central Luzon, Duque said
outbreaks of measles have
been detected in the Calabar-
zon regionand in Western and
Central Visayas.

Based on validated data,
Duque said 575 cases, includ-
ing nine deaths, have begen
tecorded in Calabarzon - the
region of Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal and Quezon.
The figure was 2,538 percent
higher than last year’s 21 cases.

In Western Visayas, 104
cases and three ceaths were
recorded or 550 percent higher
than last yeat, while 71 cases ~

Turnto Page 6

| ‘ Measges From Page 1

with one death, were posted in

Central Visayas or an increase
of 3,450 percent from only {wo.+

cases last year

The DOH previously de-
clared an outbreak of measles
in NCR and Central Luzon. In
the NCR, 441 cases, including
five deaths, were recorded
while 575 cases with nine
deaths were recorded in Cen-
tral Luzon.

Out of the 17 cities in the
NCR, 14 recorded clustering
of measles cases.

Among those admitted in-

the NCR, the DOH said seven
were pregnant women now
confined at the San Lazaro
Hospital. _

Dugue also raised height-
ened alert in Mimaropa, llo-
cos region, Haslern Visayas,
Bastern Visayas, Northern
Mindanao and Soccsksargen.

He said 70 cascs were re-
ported in Mimaropa, 64 cases
including two deaths inHocos,
60 cases in Northern-Mind-
anao, 54 cases with one death
in Bastern Visayas and 43 cases
in Socesksargen,

“These regions should slep
up their responses against the
highly communicable diseases
as well as ensure that preven-
tive measures play a vital role

f

in preventing the spread of the
disease,” Duque stvessed.

He assured the public that
there is no new strain of mea-
sles and that the outbreaks
were due to the increasing
number of unvaccinated chil-
dren nationwide. - :

To control the outbréak,
Dugque said, the DOH is now
undertaking house-to-house
measles immunization pro-
gram for the estimated 1.8
million unvaccinated children
nationwide,

Forget Dengvaxia

- Dugque appealed to the pub-
lic to set aside the Dengvaxia
controversy and avail them-
selves of the benefits of mea-
sles vaceines.

“Don’t think twice, have
your children immunized,” he
said in Filipino. ’

The DOH said it did not
immediately declare outbreak
of measles because data have
to be validated.

Ferchito Avelino, DOH Epi-
demiology Bureau director,
said the main DOH office has
to make the announcement
due to the extent of the out-
break.

“1.GUs can make the dec-

_laration of an oulbreak if the




cases were confined in certain
. areas only,” he’pointed out.

Health Undersecretary Eric

Domingo said the outbreak of
measles was due to the increase
in the number of unvaccinated
children for the past yeats.
Domingo noted that mea-

sles immunization rates have-

been declining since 2015,
and they have significantly
dropped in the last two years
following the Dengvaxia con-
troversy.

He said when the DOH con-
ducted supplemental measles

immunization in October last,

year, the program yielded only
29 percent immunization rate.

Domingo said the DOH will

now be providing measles im-
munization to childrenas young
as six months to provide them
with the necessary protection.
He said the DOH is also
providing free measles immu-
“nization to adults, although

a majority of measles cases

involve children below five
years old. s

President Duterte, said his
spokesman Salvador Panelo,
has ordered the DOH to launch
a nationwide campaign to
promote immunization for
measles. ‘

Panclo said the President
gave the orders to Duque at
Wednesday’s Cabinct meeting
which lasted until past 1 a.m.

yesterday.

“The Department of
Health’s immunization pro-
gram was likewlise tackled.

The Presidént ordered a vigor-

ous campaign to promote the
complete immunization for

children,” he said, -

“He directed Secretary
Dugue to do something about
it and Secretary Duque said 'we
are already doing something
aboutit.’ So, we're conducting
a massive immunization plus
information campaign thatit’s

better to prevent than to cure,”.
" Panelo added.

" 'Red Cross ready

With more regions.hit by
the measles outbreak, the Phil-
ippine Red Cross (PRC) is
offering to put up emergericy
medical units and outdeor

hospitals to accommodate the.

growing number of children
afflicted with measles.

PRC chair Sen. Richard Gor-

don said the San Lazaro Hos-
pital is now overflowing with
children sick with measles.

When he visited the hos-

pital, he said, he saw two or
three children sharing one
bed, while rooms that usually
accommodate two or three
patients are now filled with 10.

“Fven hallways are being
used,” Gordon said, -

He said the PRC is ready to

pfovide medical interventions,
including the establishment of
-a 100-bed emergency medical

unit and welfare desks at San

Lazaro Hospital. _
San Lazaro doctors said

there are 250 patients with con-

firmed measles cases admitted
at the hospital. They were

mostly unvaccinated children. -

Gordon said the PRCis also

ready to provide blankets and -

hygiene kits. _
“Let’s stop the scare and
rather educate the parents,

" families and communities on

the importance of vaccination
for our children’s sake,” Gor-
don said in his Twitter account,
apparently referring to the
Dengvaxia scate.

Sen: Nancy Binay, mean-
while, called fora united effort
to convince parents Lo have
their children vaccinated with
anti-measles shots. _

Binay said the DOH with
the help of the media should
intensify its information cam-
paign regarding the impor-

- tance of immunization,

“The harm will be more
serious if we don't get our
children vaccinated,” she said.

She stressed there should
be no finger-pointing over the
possible cause of the outbreak
and that authorities should fo-
cus on addressing the problem.

“At-this point in'time, let's

stop blaming each other,” she -
said.

Binay said-an alarming
dévelopment in the measles

‘otitbreak is its-having affected

a tourist from Australia. She
warned this might prompt
other countries to issue advi-
sory against traveling to the
Philippines. -

HWe don’t want this prob-
lem to be the trigger for other
countries to issue travel advi-
sories,” she said. L

She admitted the Dengvaxia
controversy could further dis-
courage parents from having
their children vaccinated.

Interior Secretary Eduardo
Afo said even fellow Cabinet
officials acknowledged the
impact of the Dengvaxia con-
troversy on the government’s
imununization program.

“Last night it was discussed
in the Cabinet that the reason
for the measles outbreak was
the Dengvaxia issue, Parents

“became afraid of having their

children vaccinated,” he said
in Filipino on the sidelines of
the National Federalism Sum-
mit in Manila.

“We will embark on an ad-
vocacy to encourage parents
to bring their children for im-
munization,” he said.

- With Cecille Suerte Fe-
{ipe, Emmanuel Tupas, Chris-
tina Mendez




Talks on cards to review |
defense pact

By Jerome Aning
@JeromeAningINQ .

Philippine and United States offi-
cials on Thursday confirmed that
talks were being planned to re-
. view and possibly revise the 1951
Mutual Defense Treaty {MDT)
between the two countries.

But the timetable and provi-
sions being considered for revi-
slon have yet to be agreed on,
according to Foreign Undersec-
retary Enrique Manalo, Defense
Undersecretary Cardozo Luna
and US Ambassador to the

Philippines Sung Kim.
In his remarks at a think tank
conference on US-Philippine rela-

tions, Luna called for a review of

the treaty to make it relevant to
modern geopolitical fssues, in-
cluding the country’s dispute with
China in the South China Sea.

Vague commitment
Luna did not say what provi-
sions in the treaty should be
modified. - S
Duterte administration offi-
clals have said that the freaty was
vague on the US commitment 1o

of State Mike Pompeo had af-
firmed the US commitments
under the MDT. .

Foreign Secretary ‘Tecdoro
Locsin Jr. met with Pompeo and
National Security Adviser John
Bolton when he visited the United
States in December, Manalo said.

Asked if the United Stafes
would soon be sending officlals
to talk about the review of the
MDT, Kimn said that "a series of
visitors fwas expected] through-
out this year,” but it was still to
be decided whether any partic-
ular visit would focus onit.

pe

clgfénd the Phillppinés in case a
third. couintry attacks its tertite-
ries in the South China Sea.

Kim said  Washington was’

amenable to “taking a close look™
atthe treaty, but pointed out that
poth sides already had other co-
_operation mechanisms, two of
themn the Visiting Forces Agree-
ment and the Inhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement.
iwe would welcome taking
a close look at the treaty to see
whether we can make any ad-
justments to make it even better
than what 1t is now,” Kim told

. American and Filipino offi-
clals, he said, areready "to move
forward any discussions about
any aspect of the relationship,
intlucing the MDL." 7

The _lwo-day think tank con-
ference organized by the US K-
bassy, the Asla loundation and -
the Ateneo School of Govern-

ment, gathered experts to dis- |

cuss shared issues on security
priorities and defense coopera-
tion, as well as trade, develop-
ment, techuology and infrastruc-
ture trends that wilt shape US-
Philippine ties in the future, INQ

an interview.
“I'There are) various mecha-
nisms and frameworks, so 1
ihink we will just continue to
stay closely engaged and talk to
cach other. And if there are any
adjustments that would be use-

reportersin

ful, certainly, we would wel-
come an opportunity 1o make
adjustments,” he added.

"Continuing discussions

Manalo satd the Philippines
was.“continuing discussions to
strengthen lits] alliance with the
US” and that even US Secretary

SN B
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DE LIMA PROPOSES JULY 12 AS

PH VICTORY DAY V'S CHINA SEA CLAIM

By Lella B, Salaverria
@LeilasING
President Duterte may have put
the decision on the back burner,
but Sen. Leila de Lima wants Fil-
ipinos to remember the day
thelr country won a landmark
victory in its challenge to Chi-
na’s claim to nearly the entire
South China Sea.

National pride
" De Lima has filed a bill that
would declare-July 12 of every
year a special working holiday

‘Court of Arbitration in
. Hague that invalidated Beijing's

to be known as the West Philip-
pine Sea Victory Day. .

The intention is to com-
memorate and instill national
pride in the historic ruling of

the UN-backed
The

clalm to almost go percent of
the strategic waterway, includ-
ing waters within the Philip-
pines’ 3yo-kilometer exclusive,
economic zone known as West
Philippine Sea.

The remembrance of the
day could also prompt the

the Philippines’ giant neighbor.

In her bill, De Lima said that
despite the Philippines resort-
ing to peaceful and legal means
to oppose China's aggressive is-
land-building and militariza-
tion of the South China Sea, it
still continued with its activi-
ties.

This was what prompted the
Phitippine government during
the Aquino administration to
challenge China's excessive

claim in the Hague court. De Li-
ma, who was then the justice
secretqry, was part of the dele-

‘Permanent

government 'té pursuc pro-
grams consistent with the rul-
ing, De Lima said,

A wvacal critic of President
Duterte's brutal drug war and
cozying up to China, De Lima
has been detained since Febru-
ary 2017 on charges filed by the
Department of Justice accusing
her of involvement in the prolif-
eration of illegal drugs at the
national penitentiary  during
her time as justice secretary..

- She -has  denounced the
charges as baseless and political
persecution. ’

gation that argued the Philip-
pines' case. ’

, Invalid claim
~ The trtbunal ruled that Chi-
na’s claim had no basis in inter-
national law and that it had vio-
lated the Philippines' sovereign
right to fish and explore re-
sources in the West Philippine

Sea. :

The tribunal also said Bei-
jing's large-scale reclamation in
the South China Sea caused se-
vere harm to the coral environ-
ment. INQ-

The Hague ruting stemmed
from a challenge to China’s’
sweeping claim  brought by
President Benigno Aquino Il in
2013 after China took control of
Panatag Shoal, -a traditional
fishing ground for Filipinos off

" the coast of Zambales,

‘The decision was handed
down on July 12, 2016, shortly af-
ter Aquino stepped down and
Mr. Duterte took over.

Mr, Duterte has decided not
to bring up the ruling with Chi-
na for now, and has instead
been cultivating friendship with
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By PIA LEE-BRAGO

The Philippilibgi.:;ﬂstudying thestepsto

be taken to profest China’s establishment
of a maritime rescue center at Kagitingan
{Fiery Cross) Reef in the West Philippine
Sea, a senior offictal of the Departmenl”
of Foreign Affairvs (DFA) said yesterday.
“It's under consideration. We're study-
ing what steps might be taken,” Under-
secretary Enrique Manalo told reporters
on the sidelines of a think tank conference
on The Future of US-Philippines Bilateral
Relationship in Makati City. :
Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoto
Locsin Jr. said on Saturday that the Phil-

ippines would protest China’s establish-

- ment of a center once this is verified.

He agreed with Senfor Associate Jus-
tice Antonio Carpio that the Philippines

should contest China’s construction on.
the Philippine-claimed Kagitingan Reef. -

Carpio said the Philippine government

should file a protest to avoid the misun-*

derstanding that it approves, of China's
action at the Philippine-claimed rcof and
thus weaken the country’s claim over the
disputed area, - .- B

“But Carpio and Malacafiang differed
on how the Philippines should deal with

- China’s establishment of a 1'1‘1,a1'ilime res-

cue center at Kagitingan. . S
Presidential spokesman Salvaclor Pan-
elo said Filipinos should be “thank{u}”

to China for building the center even as.

it vowed to oppose acts that intrude into
Manilas sovereignty.

Page:
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Kim says US open to MDT mwew

By PIA LEE-BRAGO

The United States’ top dip-
lomat inManila said yesterday
Washington is open to.a review
of the provisions of the 1951

Muitual Defense Trealy (MDT)
with the Philippines to sec

whether the two countries
can make “any adjustments to
make it even better” -
Ambassador Sung Kim
agreed with the Department
of National: Defense (DND)

that an agrcement as important-

and complicated as the MDT
-always “needs to be tooked
at very closely, as the circum-
stances surrounding the agree-

ment or the alliance” evolve,
Kim told reporters on the

sidelines of a forum in Makali

City that dialogue between

the US.and the Philippines is .
ongoing at various levels and

“if there are any adjustments
that would be useful, certainly

we would welcome an oppor-

tunity to make adjustments,”
DND Undersecretary Car-

dozo Luna reiterated Defense

Secretary Delfin Lorenzana’s

call for.a review of the MDT.

“While our alliance is consid-

* cred ironclad, as pronounced by

our US counterparts in various
fora, our two sides remain flex-
ible in finding ways to address

9

cantempmaxy secuuty chal—
‘Tenges,” Lunasaid.

Lorenzana earlier stressed
the need 'to review the treaty,

the US on the country’s mari-
time domaln and terri{orial is-
sues in the West Philippine Sea.
The defense chief said it is
about {ime both countries look
- into the provisions of the MDT,
given the mounting security
concerns in the West Philip-
pine Sea and South China Sea.
US, Filipino and regional
policy experts gathered yes-
terday at the think tank con-
ference on the future of the
US-Philippine relationship to
1

glven the ambivalent stand of .

share their experiences and
insights to help develop a
roadmap for future bilateral
relations.

“Qur alliance with the Phil-
ippines is our oldest in Asia,”
Kim said. “Throughout our
shared history, we have togeth-

er confronted and overcome

numerous challenges. Our
natmns are slrongest when
we work together as friends,
partners and allies.”

Kim stressed that he has
complete confidence in the
qtrength, lL&lllOl‘lC‘y and im-
portance of the relationship
between the US and the Phil-
ippines.
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Spratlys work sparks

China vessel buildup

By Frances Mangosing
@EMangosingING

China deployed a large paramil-
itary force in the South China
Sea late last year in an apparent
response to the ongoing con-
struction by the Philippines on
Pagasa (Thitu} Island, new satel-
lite images showed.

The Washington-based think
tank Asia Maritime Transparen-
¢y Initiative {Amti) on Thursday
said a handful of Chinese vessels
had operated in the area between
Zamora (Subi) Reef and Pagasa
since July 2018, two months after
the Philippines announced that it
would repair the Pagasa runway.

“But their numbers in-
creased to at least 24 on Dec. 3,
just before the current con-
struction operations began.
Their numbers [reached] a high
of g5 on Dec. 20 before dropping
to 42 by jan. 26,” Amtl said.

The report said the flshing
boats generally anchored he-
tween 3.7 and 1o kilometers

west of Pagasa, while Chinese
naval and coast guard ships op-
erated slightly farther away.

China’s ‘cabbage strategy’

“This deployment is consis-
tent with prior examples of Chi-
na's ‘cabbage strategy, which
employs concentric layers of
fishing, law enforcement and

naval vessels around contested

areas,” the report saicl, -

~Amti has said that these ves-.
sels, - which intimidate other

claimants in the South China Sea

. ;md do not actually fish, were
part of China's maritime militia,

“The fishing vessels display

all the halimarks of belonging to
China’s maritir_ne militia, includ-

Ing having no gear in the water
that would indicate fishing ac-
tivity and disabling their [identi-
fication) .transceivers to hide
their activities,” the report said,

Biggest PH-occupied island
Pagasa is the biggest of the
nine Philippine-occupied islands
in the Spratlys, inhabited by

about a hundred civilians and a
small detachment of troops,

Ina satell‘ite image taken on
Dec. 20, a People’s Liberation
A{my Navy Jianghu-clags
frigate and a Chinese Coast
Guard Zhaoduan-class cutter
were seen near Pagasa Island,

The Philippine Navy frigate
BRP Ramon Alcaraz; was also seen

southeast of Pagasa.

“The .., reduction of the mili-
tia presence, suggests Chinese’
forces have settled into a pattern
of monitering and intimidation
after their initial large deploy-
ment failed to convince Manila
to halt construction,” Amti said,

Thereport also said that the
Philippines was working on a fa-
cility upgrade on Pagasa. that
was “more ambitious” than the
construction of abeaching ramp.

It said images revealed “ex-
cavators depositing sand over an
avea of .., more than 3.2 heétares
OF 32,000 square meters."

“Once  completed, the
Philippines will have created 3.2
ha of reclaimed land in the
Spratlys, compared to about 48
by Vietham and 130 by China,”
the report said.

But  Defense = Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana maintained
that the reclamation work on
Pagasa was not as extensive as
Amti claimed, -witH A rerorT
FROM JEANNETTE . ANDRADE INQ
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THE Philippines has been working

on a reclamation far more ambitious

than a simple beaching ramp on Pag-
asa (Thitu) Island in the South China
Sea, according to a Washington-
based think tank. e

Inareport by the Center for Strate-

gic and International Studies’ (CSIS)
Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative

(AMTI), satellite images from Jani. 11 .

and 26, 2019 showed that the recla-

mation work by the Philippines was

“Inore ambitious.”

“Both images are partially ob-

scured by clouds, but they reveal
»ReclamationA8

£

[ Satellite image from the Asi'a:"MarltIm.;-. Transparency Initiative shows the

‘ambitious’ reclamation work by the military on Philippine-occupied Pag-asa Island.
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excavators depostling sand over
an area of approximately eight
acres, or matre than 32,000 square
meters, to the north of the existing
canseway,” the AMT saidl,
Defense Secretary Delfin Lo-
renzana, meanwhile, said Manila
is only after a beaching ramp,
disputing AMT1's report

“Next is the concreting of the

runway. {Third] phase is the
lengthening of the tunway which
will entail the reclamation of
about 300 meters,” Lorenzana
told reporters in a fext message.

The AM' recalled that the De-.
fense chicl previously announced
that the government plans to
construct a fish port, desalination
plant, solar power arcay, improved
housing and marine research fa-
cilities in Pag-asa.

The construction, it 1dded
was “much less destructive to
the environment swrroinding
the Pag-asa island, compared Lo
the actions being done by China
in some of its claimed isles in

the Spratly archipelago or the

Kalayaan Island Group.”

“Once completed, the Philip-
pines will have created eight acres
of reclaimed land in the Spratlys

in recent years, compared to about

120 acres by Vietham and 3,200
by China,” the AMTT saidl.
Satellite images dated Dec. 13
and 14, 2018 were also shown, in-
dicating that a barge was anchored
off the west coast of the island
with excavators and bulldozer

“in the process of depositing and -

grading sand to extend the small
existing causeway to the edge of
the reef.”

*This would allow ships with
deeper drafts to deliver supplies
directly onto the island, rath-
er than the current process of
offloading onto smaller boats in
order to ferry supplies over the
reef,” the AMT! repart said. ‘

“The new construction started
somelime in early to mid-Decem-
ber, as ne apparent worl is visible
in imagery dated December 3,"
it added. '

Beijing, apparently bothered by

the construction of the beaching

ramp at Pag-asa, has deployed a

“large fleet” of its ships coniing
from Suhi {Zamora) reef,
Subi reef is just over 12 nautical

- miles southwest of Pag-asa.

The reef is-also claimed by
China, which is building several
military facilitics and other con-
structions there,

‘The AMTT said Chinese shlps
include those coming from the
People’s Liberation Army-Navy
(PLA-N} and the China Coast
suard (CCG), along with dozens
of fishing vessels ranging in sizes

- from 30 to 70 meters.

Such deployment made by
China to Pag-asa is only part of

_its “cabbage strategy,” employ-

ing concentric layers of fishing,
law enforcement and naval ves-
sels around the contested arcas,
mostly in the West Philippine Sea
(South China Sea).

Last month, forenzana said
the fishing vessels were obvi-
ously carrying militiamen of the
Chinese Navy,,

Since July 2018, in response to
Manila's kicking offthe rumvay re-
pairs, a "handful” of C hinese ves-
sels have been aperating between
Subi reef and Pag-asa island.

The AMTI noted that com-
pared to July, an increase of
Chinese vessels toat least 24 was
noticed on December 3, “just
before the current construction

~ operations began.”

But in five satellite images
released by AMTT captured from
the middle of December to late

“January, the number of Chinese

vessels fluctuate,” reaching & high
of 95 on December 20 and drop-
ping to 42 on January 26,

Two Chinese vessels were also

- visible from the satellite images

taken on December 20,

These ships ate PLA-N's Type
053H1G (Jianghu V-class) frigate
and a CCG Type 818 (Zhaodian-
class) cutter.

Also, the Philippine Navy's
BRP Ramon Alcarazwas also seen

southwest of Pag-asa just over 7
nautical miles from the Chinese :

* Navy's ships.

Onthe January 11 imagety, twa
ships from the Chinese Navy and
coast guard were seen near Pag-asa
and on January 26, it showed only
the presence of the CCG's Type
7180, DEMPSEY REYES




PH doing reclamation
at WPS, says think tank

BY VICTOR REYES

WASHING TON-BASED think
rank Asia Maritime Transparency
Inidative (AMTI) yesterday said
the Philippines is not just buildinga
beaching ramyp hut is also rectaim-
ing land at the Pag-asa Island in the
West Philippine Sea,

1 its website, AMTT said the
land reclamation at the Pag-asa
Istand - the largest among the nine
areas ocenpied by Filipino troops

in the Spratly Tslands - involved
around cight acres.

‘T'he Spratly Istands, also kaown
as the Kalayaan Istand Group, is a
chain of istands and islets which are
helieved to be rich in ofl and mincs-
als deposits. It is being claimed by
Philippines, China, Malaysia, Vict-
nam, Brunei and Thaiwan,

Defense Seeretary Delfin
Lotenzana dispured the report,
insisting the work at the island
only involves the beach ramp. The

consituction started last year and
is due to be completed during the
third quarter of the year.

Lotenzana carlier said beaching
1amp is needed to allow the trans.
port of supplics for the improve-
ment of the dilapidated runway
and facilitics at the Pag-asa Istand,
about 12 nautical miles from the
Chinese-oceupied Subi Reef.

The AMTT said satelliee imagery

See PHDOING > Page 133
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taken on Dec. 13 and 14 showed a
lacgre barge anchored off the west
coast of the island, with excavators
and bulldozers “in the process of
depositing and grading sand to
extend the siall existing causeway
to the edge of the reef ~—presum-
ably creating the beaching ramyp
referred to by T.orenzana.”

h said more recent imagery
from Jan. 11 and 26 showed “that
the reclamation work is more
ambitious than a simple beaching
ramp.”’

“Both images are partially ob-
scured by clouds, but they reveal
excavators depositing sand over
an arca of approximately eight
acres, or moré than 32,000 square
meters, to the north of the existing
causeway,” the AMTI said.

“It seems unlikely thae this avea
of new landtill, the equivalent of
about three city blocks, is meant
ontly as 2 stapging area for materials
and equipment broughtin to epair
the runway,” it added.

The AMT said the construction
cquipment are depositing sand
at the Pag-asa Island that were
“shipped frony elsewhere.”

It said the Philippine method
in the reclamation is “much less
cavironmentally destructive” than
China’s recent land reclamation
“which employed suction-cutrer

dredgers to grind up the reef sur-
face and build outposts with the
resulting sediment,”

“Once completed, the Phitip-
pines wilt have created eight actes
of reclaimed land in the Spracys
in recent years, compated to about
120 acres by Viewan: and 3,200
by China,”’ the AMTI saidl of the
Philippines” land reclamation at
Pag-asa istand.

1t said China has responded to
the Philippine consteuctions by de-
ploying “latge flect of ships™ from
Subi Reef: It said the fleet includes
ships from the Chinese Navy,
Coast Guard and fishing vessels
serving as China’s maritioe militia,

“In five subscquent sacellite im-
ages captured From mid-December
to late January, their numbers
fluctuate, reaching a high of 95 on
December 20 before dropping to
42 by Janary 26,” the AM1T said,

It said the fishing boats ate an-
chored about two to five nautical
miles of Pag-asa Island while the
naval and coast guard ships are
“slightly farther away to the south
and the west,”

“Ihis deployment is consistent
with prior cxamples of China%
‘cabbage strategy”, which eniploys
concentric layers of (ishing, law
enforcement, and naval vessels
around contested areas,” the AMTT
said.

Sought for comment about

the purported land reclamation,
Lorenzang said: “As of now, only
the beaching ramp is being un-
dettaken, Next is the coneteting
of the runway, Third phase is the
lengthening of the ranway which
will entail the reclamation of about
300 meters.”

Lorenzana said the width of the
upcoming runway-related reclama-
tion will be airstrip-size bue could
not immediatcly give figures,

“Reclamation means there is -

land before and you are rechiming
the land back, Since thete is no
land, but water, we call it filling up
the space with stones, gravel and
soil,” the defense chief said,

PROTEST

The Depattment of Foreign Af-
fairs said the government is laok-
ing; for ways to file a protest against
China’s eseablishiment of a mari-
time rescue facility in Kagitingan
Reef (Liery Cross Recf), which is
within the Philippines’ exclusive
economic zone.

“We are fust studying what steps
might be taken,” DA Undersec-
retary Lntique Manalo said at the
sidelines of the US-Philippines
Bilateral Reluionship forum,

Badier, DIA Secretary Teodoto
Locsin, Jr. said there is 2 need to
protest Beijing’s latest move, a
point cchoed by Defense Secretary

Deliin Lofenzana,

Suprceme Court Senior Associate
Justice Atnontio Carpio also said
the government should procest
Chiva’s move, adding that failure to
do so would mean giving implied
consent to Beifing’s occupation
and use of the reef,

Carpio said allowing China to
put up its rescue center withour
registering o protese contradicts
the governments’ chim that it has
soveteignty over the arep,

China’s state-run media said the
facility would be used to beteer
protect navigation and transpore
safety in the acea,

Carpio assisted the country’s
legal team when the Aquing gov-
cenment ftled a case in 2013 before
the Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion challenging China’s excessive
claimns in the disputed South Ching
Sea, )

"The atbitral teibunal issued its
decision in July 12, 2016 invalidat-
ing Beijing’s nine-dash line claitm
in the disputed watets though the
latter did not participate in the
atbitral proceedhings and rejects ies
ruling as it prefers bilateral mlks
to resolve the maritime tertitorial
dispute.

But President Duterte has set
aside the ruling and moved to
mend ties with Beijing thar was
steained under bis predecessor, -
With Ashgel Hechero
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'No PH Jand reclamation |
on Pag-asa Island: DND

. The Philippines is not condyct- Is the concreting of the Funway
ing any land reclamation activity  (Rancudo Alrfield) and the third
on Pag-asay Island, the largest phase involves the lengthening
feature occipied by the coluntry -~ of the airfield,” he added,
in the Kalayaan Island Group, - Rancudo Aiffia)q Measureg

This was stated by Depart- 1.4 kitometers and j Capabla of
ment of National Deéfense Secre- handling mediunt-sized alrcraft
tary Delfin Lorenzana yesterday like the ajr Force’s Lockheed
when sought for 4 comment op C-130 "‘Hercules’f.cargo_p!anes.
feports made by Washington: - “Reclamation_ means there
based Asla Maritime Transpar- g land before ang You are re-
ency Initiative claiming that claiming the land back, Since
the'country Is Conducting reg- there s ng fand byt water, we
lamation work Covering 32,000 call it filling up the SPace with
SqQuare meters, - oo _

"As of now, anly the beaching .28na said. (PNA and Francis
ramp is being undertaken, Next Wakeﬂeld) -

T R b s, R R b b g Vit iy
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95 China ShlpS
all over WPS
think tank

CHINA has deployed a large flect of
ships near the Spratly Islands in re-
sponse to the Philippines’ construction
of a new beaching ramp on Pag-asa
(Thitu) Island, an American think tank
said Wednesday.
The Asia Maritime Transparency Ini-
tiative of the US Center for Stra-
tegic and International
* Studies said these
included  navy
and . coast guard
ships and dozens
of fishing vessels
from 30 to 70 me-
- ters in length. .
Satellite images
from mid-Decem-
ber 2018 and late
e Next page

95 China ShIpS... i

From Al
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January 2019 showed the number of

ships rising to 95 on Dec. 5 before -

dropping to 42 by Jan. 26, AMTI said.
* Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana,

1i1e'mwlnle; denied an AMTI claim that -

the Philippines was undertaking land

reclamation of its. own on Pag-asa Island..

; ““As of now, only the beachlng ramp

xs “being undmtakcn Next is the coil- -
oreting of the runway- [Rancudo Air-

field] and the third phase involves the
longthcnmg of the airfield,” he.added.
/{Rancudo Aitfield measures 1.4 km,

aﬂd 1is capable of handlmg medium-

sized aircraft like the Air Force’s Lock-

heed C-130 “Hercules” cargo planes.
Also oti Thursday, the Department of

Forelgn Afmlrs sald lt is stlil studying

further steps to take, in view of the re-

~ported construction of a Chinese mari-

time rescue center in the West Philip-
- pine Sea, a ranking agency official said
Thursday.

“We're studying what steps might
be taken or not,” DFA Undersecretary
for Policy Enrique Manalo told report-

ers in an interview in Makati City. As
”;rccently stated by DFA chief Teodoro
Locsm Jr, he noted that fllmg a protest
is an “active consideration,”

Both the DFA and Malacafiang have

'yet to 15511e an update regarding the re-
_‘ported constructlon in the area.

On ;Monday, ‘Presidential Spokes-
man Salvador Panelo, however, said the

Ar med. Forces of the Philippines con-
“tinues to momtor the disputed waters,
* where Chinaand other countries- -in-
‘cluding ‘the ‘Philippines—share con-
“testing territorial claims. PNA
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US open to
treaty review

United States Atitbassador to the Philippines
Sung Kim on Thursday revealed that the USis
open to reviewing its 68year-old defonse trealy

“with tho Philippines and to possibly explore
ways on making it “even belter”

In‘a statement, Kim said that they will
roview the tréaty 5o that they can mako
-adjustments to make it even better than its
curront contents and provisions, .

“We would welcome taking a close look
at the trealy to see whethei we can make
any adjustmonts to make it even better than
what it is now," Kim said at the sidelines of
a forum in Makati City, .

The 1951 Mirtual Defense Treaty is a pact that
binds America to defond its fongterm ally, the
Philippines, from aggression and Philippine
officials have long wanted Lo clarily if the
US —its longtime treaty ally—will help deferd
the Philippines in case its forces come wnder
attack in the disputed South China Sea.

Tho country, along with five othor
governments, had bean confesting
ownership of the strategle waters and
island chains for decades even as China
asserls sovereignty over nearly the entire
West Philippines Sea.

Under then-President Benigno Aquine
I, the Philippines — whose ill-equipped
military Is no mateh to China’s — had
songht assistance from the US to bolster
Its defense eapability and more recently,
Defense Seciotary Delfin Lorenzana said
a team from the US will be in Manila this
month for exploratory talks with Philippine
offictals on the possible amendments to
the treaty\ 3 Elmer N, Manuel
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_The Philippine Drug En-
forcement Agency (PDEA)
yoalerday refuted reports
that several politictans from
the Ttocos region have been
removed from President
Duterte’s drug walchist.

“The President has the
sole power to cicar a narco-

olitician as recommended
2y four recommending bod-

[, S
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ies, namely PDEA, National
Intelligence Coordinating
Agency, Philippine National
Police and the Armed Forces
of the Philippines,” PDIEA
chief Aaron Aquino said.

His statement came a few -

days after a report came
out that the Regional Peace
and Order Council (RPOC)
Region 1 revalidation sub-

committee reportedly rec-

ommended Pangasinan Rep.
Jesus Celeste, Naguilian
Mayor Reynaldo Flores and

Bauang Mayor Eugelio.Clar- .

ence Marlin de Guzman I
be cleared from Dulerte's
narco-list. Both mayors are
from La Union.

The report said the sub-
commiltee found “no evi-

EA: No llocos narco-pols cleared

dence of the target’s involve-
ment in illegal drug activity.”
Aquino said the RPOC
alone has no authority to
clear an alleged narco-poli-
tician, adding that the threc
men aie slill under investi-
gation by the four agencics
tasked to cleqr persons in the

narco-list, ‘
~ Rebertzon Ramirez
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DU30 GERTIFIES
PENSION BILL
FOR UNIFORMED
MEN AS URGENT

President Duterte will certify
as urgent a bilt seeking to re-
form the pension system for
military and other uniformed
personnel. S

At a press briefing on -

Thursday, presidential spokes-
person Salvador Panelo ex-
pressed optimism that the bili,
which sets the pensionable
and retivement age at 60, in-
stead of the current's6, would

- not cost President Duterte the

military's all-out support.

“No, [ don't think se .., If
you retire at 6, you have no
more job, not unless you get
appointed. If it’s at 60, you
can still work for four addi-
tional years,” he said. A3

The - Department of Na-
tional Defense hag recom-
mended a penslon system sef-
ting the compulsory retire-
ment age at 60, with the re-
tiree required to have 20 years
of satisfactory active service.

Those who are in the actlve
setvice but opt to retire early
would still get their pension,
but only when they reach 6o
years old. —JULE M. AURELIO INQ

K
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' Dutette made the decision during

Che Sl

Duterte to certify military
‘pension bill as urgent

A BILL reforming the country’s
pension system for military and
uniformed personnel (MUP)
would likely be a law soon after
President Rodrigo Duterte com-
mitted to certify it as urgent,
Malacaiang said on Thursday.

in a news briefing, Palace
spokesman Salvador Panelo said

the Cabinet meeting on Wednes-

_day evening.

Panelo said the certification
of urgency might be due to calls
from the troops regarding their
pension fund. -

“[The certification came], con- .
sidering that the Armed Forces is
. really involved in our fight against

rebellion, terrorism and since our
troops are almost always in dan-
ger,” he said,

Linder the measure, active mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines and other uniformed
government lroops inay start to re-
ceive their pension at the age of 60.

It also raises the compulsory
retirement age of soldiers to 60
years old, from 56 years old.

Those who decide to retire early
will receive their pensions when
they reach G0 years old.

'The lump sitin upon retirement

or separation will only be'at 18

months, from 36 months: -
The pension rate for those

who were wounded or killed

“in action will be raised to 90

percent of base-pay, on top of
the longevity pay.

Panelo said it was about time
to mmove the retirement age of the
troops since 56 years old i is too
early an age to refire,

“Apart from [the reason that]
their skitls are really needed, 1 see
56 {years old| is very early retire-
ment...That is why it is regretful
that you studied that much then
you retire that eatly. They want

.to setve more, for longer time,”

he saicl,

Last year, Duterte signed Joint
Resolution 1, which increased
the base pay of the MUP in the
government.

“lhere is a need to adjust the
compensation package of MUP
in order to make it more com-
mensurate with their critical role
in maintaining natlonal security
and peace and order, taking into
consideration their expostire o
high-risk environments in the
performance of their duties,” the

resolution read. t(
RALPH U. VILLANUVEVA

lanila Wineg | 7o e,
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Palace to certify
urgent bill retiring
military men at 60

By Nat Mariano

PRESIDENT Rodrige Duterte will
certify as urgent a proposed law sug-
gesting that pension payments for mil-
itary and uniformed personnel may
only start at age 60 instead of 56, the
Palace said on Thursday,

: Presidéntial  Spokesman  Salvador
Panelo said the bill, which was proposed -
‘ by the Department of Natlonal Defense,
might be certified as urgent by thé Presi-
dent following complaints from the mil-
itary personnel about their pension,

“1 think some of them are complain-
ing about their pension, considering
that the Armed Forces are involved
in our fight against terrorism, coni-
munism, and rebellion. We have lost
a lot of men already,” Panelo said in &
Palace press briefing. ‘ ‘

According to Panelo, the President
made the decision during the Cabinet
meeting on Thursday.,

Under the Unified Military and
Uniformed Services Personnel Sepa-
ration, Retirement, and Pension Bill,
there will be reforins in the retirement
and pension system of the military and
uniformed service personnel,

Active members of the Armed Fore-
es of the Philippines may only start to
receive their pension payments at the
age of 60, it said.

The proposed legislation also sets
the new compulsory retirement age
from 56 years old to 60, with at lcast
20 years of sntisfactory active service.

The fump sum upon retirement or
separation would only be at 18 menths,
; the proposed law recommends, showing
an immense disparity from the current

36 months of Tump sum option.

Meanwhile, for those wounded or
kilted in action, the pension rate will
be raised to 90 percent of base pay, in-
cluding the Jongevity pay r %}ard[ess of
years of active service. F\

The proposal also said that surviy-
ing beneficiaries shall receive 75 per-
cent of the pension, adding that the Yy
pension for a disability benefit shall O
“begin immediately.”




- g/ . Febr,ua.ry201_9'

President Duterte hag vowed fo
certify as urgent a proposed legista-

tion seeking reforms n the refirement.
and pension system of the military

and uniformed service personnel,
The President endorsed the mea-
sure that includes adjusting the com-
" pulsory retirement age of uniformed
personnel during a meeting with the
Cabinet in Malacafiang last Wednes-

day, according to presidential spokes-

person Salvador Panelg,

"Also discussed was the Military .

and Uniformed Personnel Pension

Reform Bill proposed by the Depart-"

ment of Natonal Defense which the
Prestdent ‘said he will certify as an
urgent plece of legislation” Panelo
said. - ,

Under the measure, the Defense
department has reportedly proposed
raising the mandatory retirement age

for military and uniformed personnel

to 60-years-old from S6-years-old,

Pension payment will start only when
they reach the age of 60,

The proposed legislation also re-
portedly seeks to Increase the pen-
sion rate for those wounded or killed
In action to 90 percent of base pay
plus longevity pay regardless of years

- of active service,

Ina later Palacé briefing, Panelo
said they believe the age of 56 was
too young for military and other
uniformed personnel to retire from
the service. -

"Apart from we need thelr com-
‘petence, 56 is very early retire -
nent. At this time, 80 years Is stilf
young, much more the 56-years-
_old," he said,

Panelo also expressed confi-
dence that soldlers would support

Al

oS st o A R

.additional four years,* he said, "

port, from increasing thelr salary

! 1
[ The . commander-in-chief, who

T camps to boost morale, sald he

eforms -

the measure extending thelr mili-
tary service, saylng they “want to
serve a longer time.”

“If you. retire at 58, you won't
have work anymore. But if your
retirement age:is 60, you'll have

think the measure is desligned for
them, for their benefit," he added,

Since he. assumed offica, the
President has assured  the mili-
tary of his government's full sup-

and aflowance to upgrading thelr
equipment and impraving their
benefits, . '

often . visits military  and - police
hopes to leave behind strong and

well-equipped military and police
forces, (Genalyn Kabhiling)

4
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TUE NATION'G LEADING NEWEPAPTR

o Tist I8 turns onél‘
school building

- BUTUAN CITY ~The Phillppine Aemy's
71st Infantry (Kalbigan) Battation
" (745t 18, In"partnership with ABS-
.CBN Lingkod Kapaimilya Foundation
_ Incorporated, has turned-over a
" school bullding oquipped with.
-students’ chairs, teacher's table, -
* lights, boards, and comfort rooms
" in Barangay Gubatan, Maco lown,
Compostela Valley (CormVal) provinge
“on Wednesday. 1. Col. Esteveyn E.
Duscusin, commanding officor of the
745t I3 said the brand now school
building was built at a cost of 2
Pitlion, “This is'a resutt of Commlnily
- Support frogram (CSP) wharein
based ot a Need Assessment.
Survey (NAS}we have found that
this school needs more classroom,”
the 71st 1B commander said, adding.
“As the bridge of the communily
{0 the staleholders, we facititated
a request 10 ABS-CBN LingKod
IKapamilya Foundation Incorporated
which was immediately served.”
Barangay Gubatan is considered
" a peographically isolaled end
disadvantage? area {GIDA). (Mike U
Crismudo) ‘

.
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PDEA belies ‘clearance’

of Pangasinan solons, .
2 mayors from narco- hst

‘The Philippine Drug Enl‘mcement,

Agency (PDEA) refufed a newspaper

_report that several politicians from
Itocos region who are included in

President Duterte’s “narco-list” have
been cleared froni any involvement in
illegal drugs.

According to the r cport the Regional
Peace and Order Councll (RPOC) Region
1 “cleared” alawmaker from Pangasinan
and two town mayors from La Union of
their involvement in narco-activities.

RPOC Revalidation Sub-Committee ™
‘ unammously recommended that Pan-

gasinan Rep. Jesus Celeste, Naguilian
Mayor Reynalde Flores and Bauang

Mayor Eulogio Clarence Martin De -

Guzman 111 be stricken from the Presi-
dent’s list of narco-politiclans,

The cominittee's resolution stated
that“there is no evidence of the target's
involvement in iltegal drug activity”

However, PDEA sald RPOC alone
has no authority to clear a narco-

pohtiman._
“The President has the sole power
to clear a narce-politician as recom-

‘mended by four recommending hadies,
_namely: PDEA, National Intelligence

Coordinating Agency (NICA), Philip-
pine National Police (PNP); and Armed
Torces of the Philippines (AFP),” PDIA
Director General Aaron Aguino said.

Aquino also said, the three public
officials were still under investi{fation
by the four agencies,

He also clarified that thele are 10
narco-politicians who are delisted from
Duterte’s list as the President has not
cleared anyone. Only the President can

" initiate the adjudication procegs and

clear those on the narco list.

PDIA and PNP are closely monitor-
ing the campaign period to allay fears
of eirculating drug money from the
politicians allegedly involved in drugs
and to ensure a safe and honest elec-
tions in May,




BY ASHZEL HACHERO

BILLIONS worth of “pork” inscrted
by congressmen and P23 biltion by
some senators hiave been retained in
the P3.757-trillion 2019 national budget
that wouldd be ratificd by both chambers
of Congress today, Scn, Panfilo Lacson
said yesterday.

Because of this, Tacson reiterated his
appeal to President Duterte to exercisc
his veto power against all “pork inser-
tions” in this year’s sational budget.

“Basically yes, the P160 million per
House member plus the Wallion-peso
insertions made by a number of their

colleagues, and the 23-hillion Dcpnrt—
ment of Public Works and Highways
insertions by a number of senatoss phus
other insertions in different agencles have
2l been retained,” Lacson saidl.

Lacson said during the senators’ can-
cus late Wednesday night, Seo. Loren
Legarda, chair of the Senate linance com-
mittee, “merely aniculated to the hest
of her recollection” the agreements that
would be conuained in the bicam repott
ihat she would present for ratification.

“Sadly, no mateer how hatd T argued
last night, T only have one vote, although
1 have good reason o lelieve that some

like-minded colleagues are supporive of

he Natlonal Nowspaper

' spoils
set: Lacson

deleting all pork insertions, particutarly
the excessive and unconscionable ve-
alignments made not only by our House
counterpart, but by a number of our
colleagues as well,” he saicl,

On a paositive note, Lacson said all
appropsiations for ftood control, par-
ticulacly dredging, desilting and the like,
have been deleted and would be realigned
for the purchase of dredging machines.

11e said the realignment to the Pepatt-
ment of Health's budget that dhe Senatc
introduced and most of his institational
amendments have been rewmined.

He said these include the 240-day-a-
year school feeding program for wasted

and neatly wasted school children, ad-
ditional allowance for reachers, some
“appropriations cover for laws passed
regarding veterans, augmentation budger
requested by the judiciary, as well as the
activation of the Ltth Infantry Division
of the Philippine Army. )

“More than tiat, hopefully, | was able
to enlighten the public bhecause of the
public discourse thar tenspired, for or
against the outtawed pork barrel. Twould
say, we have grained some headway in this
regard,” he added.

Senate President Vicente Sotto T said

See PORK > Iage B6
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PORK:

the Senate will extend its session
today at 3 pan. to ratify the 2019
budget.

Sotto said the louse contin-
gent to the bicameral committee
refused to remove the ‘pork/
He said Tegarda told senators after
the caucus that majority of the in-
stitutional ameddments proposed
by the Senate were rerained.

He said the caucus proceeded

well though there was some ten-
sion, :

He didt not identify the senators
involved, but he said, “Sen, Loten
was very cotdial, and Sen, Lacson
was also very cotdial to Loren”
1le said the hicameral conference
committec on the national budget

will meet first on I'riday morning

at the Manila Polo Club to sign the
bicameral report,

' Chief Presidential Legal Counsel
Salyador Panelo said it would be

Drest not to pre-empt the President
on what he should ot should not
clo with the 2019 budger, including
vetoes of certain items.

“Whatwe recognize is the power
of Congress to amend - to review
and to amend to do whatever it
feels is correct, necessary and right.
We'll leave it to them. Now, if the
President feels that ids wrong,
then he can use his veto power to
cotrect it,” he said, — With Jocelyn
Montemayor
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By Kristina [Maralit

Bureaucratic red
tape and the slow
process in agrarian
reform, particularly
the land conversion
W process, had so
8 oxasperated Presidont

Rodeige Duterte during

the Cabinet meeting
late Wednoesday that
le had to pause and
i rest in a separate room,
prosidential spokesman

Salvador Panclo said.

“1t was the discussion
on the red tape and
the problem posed by
eonversion on land
distribution that so
exasperated him. My
Duterte oxcused himself.
Ho had to rest in a
separate room,” Panelo
said.

The Palace official
said Mr. Dulerle showed
his sirong feeling
about pushing the land

reform program, as
the streanlining of the
conversion process was
first on the agenda.

Mr. Duterte, last
menth, threatened to
fire Department of
Agrarian Reform {DAR)
officials and personnel
if they continue with the
slow processing of land
converston papers.

The President hinted
that unscrupulous DAR

Turn to page 2

It was the discussion on the red tape and the
~ problem posed by conversion on land distribution

that so exasperated him. Mr. Duterte excused

himself, he had to rest in

personnel deliberately delay the
progessing of papers for certain
considerations. ‘

Duterle earlier hail expressec
frustration on how it took some

 officials and persontie] two yearsto .

vesolve land conversion cases whet it
shotld only have {aken a few months.

“If it takes you two years to
procéss a paper, a conversion
there, you are up £o corruption,
I told them,” Duterte said in
a. speeeh during the annual
assembly of the Provincial Union

of Leaders Against Illegality in -

Lucena City on 23 January.

Streamltning needed
Panelo said an wydersecretary
talked about streamlining internal

processes of all agencies involved

in the conversion, including tho
imposition of definite timelines
for its processing such as the
provision of government permits.

“Welt you know, the problem,

" the President was so frustrated,
he spent I think half an hour -

saying he was 50 frustrated about
{he requirements,” Panelo said,

“Rermember, he was dismayed
{hat two years had passed under his
adninisteation and land distribution
had not moved,” he said.

a separate room

The President was disappointed
by the numerous requirements,
ineluding those from the
Department of Envivonment and
‘Natural Resources and the local
governmients which slow down land
conversion cases. :

.“So, they are hying to shreamline
tliat, There were sugdestions on
speeding up the pending cases, The
President said there are 50 many
crooks, and if one party dogs not have
money ot biribe, the case doesn't move.
S0, hie's looking Into that,” Panelosaid.

* Military pension reform

At the same Cabinet meeting,
Me. Duterte indicated a plan fo
certify as urgent a bill that will
reform the country's pension
systom for the military and other
uniformed personnel as the
national government yeariy relies
on appropriations for the regular
payments to retired setvicemen,
Malacaitang bared on Thursday.

Panelo sald the matter wps
brought up - and consequently
agreed on by the Chief Exceutive.

wDiscussed was the Military and
Unifarmed Pevsonnel Pension Reform
bill proposed by the Department iof
National Defense (DND) which the
President said he will caitify as an
urgent picce of legislation,” Panelo
said,
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Alert status down

in Metro Manila

The security alert status i Met-
ro Manila have been downgraded
following the arrest and filing of
charges against those involved
in Jolo Cathedral bornbing fast
month. : ;

From full alert “status which
mandates full attendance of police
personnel, police forces in Metro
Manila were placed on helghtened

~ alert status, according to Director

Guillermo Eleazar, head of the Na-
tional Capltal Region Police Office
{NCRPQ),

"The Jolo bombing incident was
already declared closed case with
the arrest of several suspects in-
volved in the sald terrorist and
irhumane incident. In this regard,
the Full Alert status of the NCRPO
Is downgraded to Heightened Sta-
tus effective today,” sald Eleazar,

It was recalled that police
forces in Luzon and the Visayas
were placed under highest secu-

tity alert status after the January
27 Jolo town bombings to ensure
that there will be no spiflover of
attacks. :

Mindanao has been on the high-
est security alert status and is un-
der Martial Law since the Marawi
City siege in May 2017,

Flve suspects in the bombings
are now under police custody while
five others were tharged, includ-
Ing Sulu-based Abu Sayyaf Group
leader Hatin Hajan Sawadjaan,

But Eleazar sald there is not
much difference between full and
heightened alert in Metro Manila,
what with the preparations for the
elections.

“The difference between the
two status levals js really minimal,
There may he less checkpolnt fre-
quencies but the mobilization of
our police personnel and resources
in the Metropolis continues,” said
Eleazar, (Aaron Recuenco) 6
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MALAYAO SLA
LAWMAKERS

HIT ‘COVER-UP,

'HARASSMENT

Militant lawmakers on Thurs-
day -denounced the alleged
harassment and c<over-up
supposedly carried out by the
Philippine National Police in
its investigation of the killing
of Natlonal Democratic Front
of the Philippines peace con-
sultant Randy Malayao,

At a press briefing, House
members belonging to the
Makabayan bloc criticized the
attempt of the PNP in Ca-
gayan Valley to “deflect” pub-
lic attention by painting the
victim as a former New Peo-
ple's Army {NPA) rebel, in-
stead of going after his killers.

“Randy was a victim but
the PNP keeps on vilifying his
person, and he now becomes
the subject of investigation
as they are doing everything
to retrieve his personal be-
longings,” said Bayan Muna
Rep. Carlos Isagani Zarate,

Shot dead while steeping
A Bayan Muna regtonal
coordinator for Cagayan Val-
ley, Malayao was shot dead
while sleeping inslde a pas-
senger bus on his way home
to Isabela province on Jan. 30.
Citing an “intelligence re-
port” from the military,. a
press release issued by the
PNP in Cagayan Valley de-
scribed Malayao as a former
NPA who was supposedly exe-
cuted by his former comrades.
The Army's sth Divislon
has denied issuing the peport.
~MELVINSASCON INQ
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DUTERTE IRKED B SLOW PAGE OF LAND

By Julie M., Auretio
@]MAurelioINQ

Frustrated by the sluggish land
use conversion process, Presi-
cent Duterte had an “outburst”
at a Cabinet meeting on
Wednesday, blaming bureau-
cratic red tape and communist
rebels. _

The outburst came two days
after Malacariang announced
that the Philippine Reclamation
Authority had been placed un-
der the direct control of the Of-
fice of the President because
Mr. Duterte wanted to be more
hands-on with the approval of
reclamation projects, 43 of
which are in Manila Bay.

The President’s exaspera-
tion with the slow pace of land
conversion prompted him to
rest for a few minutes during
the meeting with his Cabinet,
according to  presidential
spokesperson Salvador Panele.

PRESH‘JENT‘ BLAMING REDS, RED TAPE

CONVERSION

He said My, Duterte was so
frustrated with the require-
ments for conversion that he
talked about these for half an
hour.

_ Manyrequirements ‘
“It turns out that there are

‘many requirements from the

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources {DENR), local
government units,” he said.

Panelo ‘made the remarks
following the Cabinet tmeeting,
during which the President re-
minded agencies to streamline
the conversion process.

Panelo said the President al-
s0 blamed the New DPeople’s
Army (NPA) for slowing down
the land use conversion program
by threatening government in-
spectors from surveying land,

“So how will you give the
permit if you cannot examine
theland? That's why there are
so many pending applica-

‘7] O

tlons,” he said.

On Thursday, Mr. Duterte
slamined new red tape.

“In the land conversion, it
fook two years, that includes
corrupfion, where the applicant
keeps on coming back,” he said,

-Speaking at an oath-taking
of government officials in Mala-
cafang, the President said he
left "the Cabinet meeting on
Wednesday night during a dis-
cussion of the land use conver-

slon process. _
“If that is red tape or black

tape... I cut them, ‘T would not
like to be a part of this briefing,”
he said,

Pending for 25 years

The President said he found
out that some applications had
been pending in the National
Economic and Development
Authority for 25 years.

In Davao City, he gited the
case of a company that was ap-

plying for a permit to construct
a brewery btk ended up buying
land Deside the provincial
boundary because of red tape.

Cabinet Secretary Karlo No-
grales earlier said the govern-
ment wanted to reduce the ap-
plication period for land con-
version te 3o days, from the
previous 26 to 36 months.

Last year, 140 conversion
cases were pending in the De-
pariment of Agrarian Reform
(DAR). .

Between 1988 and the frst
half of 2016, the DAR approved
97,592.5 hectares of land earlier
awarded to agrarian reform
beneficiaries for conversion in-
to nonagricultural purposes,

Food security
Farmers’ groups have op-
posecd conversion of farms into
nonagricuitural use such as
subdivisions, shopping malls
and industrial parks, saying




hese adversely affect the coun-
try's ability to feed itself,
In September 2016, then

Agrarian . Reform Secretary -

Rafael Mariano proposed a two-
year moratorium op the conver-
sion of agricultural lands to en-
sure food security,

Galling the proposed ban
“antithetical to economic
growth, job generation and
poverty reduction,” Economic
Planning Secretary Ernesto Per-
nia, Finance Secretary Carlos
Doringuez 111, Trade Secretary
Ramon Lopez, Budget Secretary
Benjamin Diokno and Vice Pres-
Ident Leni Robredo urged Mari-
ano to instead press for the pas-
sage of a national land use plan.

Mariano's proposal went
nowhere. He failed to get con-
firmation from the Commission
on Appointments in September
2017,

The President is pushing for
a speedier conversion of agri-

%

cultural land into other uses
even as he claims that he SUp-~
ports land reform. .

China factor

The demand for agricultural
land Is not only coming from re-
al estate and Industrial park de-
velopers, but also from foreign-
ers, . ]

Ramon Tulfo, who was ap-
pointed special envay to Beljing
in 2018, wrote last October that
China was interested in contract
farming-—Ileasing idle agricul-
tural lands and fishponds.

Tulfo said he could facilitate
applications and issuance of
permits to Chinese investors to
generate jobs in the country-
side. o
China has also been report-
ed to be looking at more than
five areas in Luzon and Min-
danao as potential locations for
industrial parks. —wiTH a rEpoRT
FROM INQUIRER RESEARCH INQ
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MalayaObill'-i’a‘l: I

‘Rise above grief’

SAN PABLO, ISABELA-—Terla
Urpano was usually composed
during the seven-day wake of
National Democratic Front of the
Phitippines {NDFFP) consuitant
Randy Malayao, greeting and
thanking people who came to
pay their respects to her brother.

But on Thursday, she
wailed as family members bid
their last goodbye to the slain
peace and human rights advo-
cate, who was buried ata pub-
lic cemetery here.

More than 1,000 people,in-
cluding farmers, joined the
march fror the Malayaos’ an-
cestrat house in Barangay Mi-
nanga to the San Pablo Cathe-
dral here, where more sympa-
thizers waited.

Residents said it was the first
time they saw a big crowd in the
cathedral, where the necrological
gervices for Malayao were held.

During the Mass, the offici-
ating priest encouraged the
people to take comfort in the
life that Malayae lived,

Meaningful life

*T know that all of us are
grieving and angered, but we
should rise above our grief and
anger, and find comfort in the
fact that Randy lived a mean-
ingfullife,” the priest said.

Former Bayan Muna Rep.
Satur Ocampo, former Agrarian
Reform Secretary Rafael Mari-
ano and Gabriela Rep. Eniri de
Jesus joined the funeral march,
along with residents and school
children who waited in front of
their school to throw flowers at
Malayao's casket,

Malayao, 49, was killed by a
lone gunman inside a bus in Ar-
itan, Nueva Vizcaya, oii Jan. 30.

His relatives had remained
mum on the ongoing police in-
vestigation even as his sister,
Urpano, was charged with
grave threats, grave coercion
and obstruction of justice on
Wednesday.

'The Aritao police also filed
similar- charges in the Nueva
Vizcaya Prosecutor’s Office
against Karapatan-Cagayan Val-
ley legal counsel, Edu Balgos,
and his wife, Rina Balgos, a for-
mer provincial board member.

Chief Supt. Jose Mario Bs-
pinb, Cagayan Valley regional
police director, said the Balgos
couple and Urpano forcibly
took the six cell phones, a lap-
top and documents of Malayao

?}L_:{

FAREWELL TO PEACE
ADVOCATE Relatives and
sympathizers, including
farmers, join the funeral march
for slain NDFP consultant
Randy Malayao on Thursday.
—RAUL TING/CONTRIBUTOR

from police custody.

These items, said Espino,
should have been “vital evi-
dence thiat could provide leads
on Malayao’s killing.”

Hypocrisy
Lawyer Nerl Colmenares,
former Bayan Muna represen-
tatlve, also lambasted Mala-
canang for what he sald was
hypocrisy in its condemnation

of Malayao’s murder.
According to an Inquir-
er.net report, Colmenares said
Matacafiang's remarks on
Malayao’s murder ran contrary

“to what he sald were rumors

being peddled by the Philip-
pine National Police about
Malayao.

On Feb. 4, Inquirer.net said
in its report that local police
pointed to a supposed quarrel
between Malayao and New Peo-
ple’s Army (NPA) rebels as one of
the motives for his killing. Local
police had also branded Malayao
asan NPArebel, .

On Jan., 31, presidential
spokesperson Salvador Panelo
said the murder of Malayao
should be condemned because
no one should be killed be-
cause of his beliefs, —rerorTS
FROM KIMBERLIE QUITASOL AND
VILLAMORVISAYAJR, INQ
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NPA surrenderees included in next round of land distribution
Communist rebels who surrender to the government now have a
shotat owning a plece of land as agrarian reform beneficiaries,
President Duterte said he wanted to include sturrenderees of the
New People’s Army {NPA) in the land distribution under the gov-
ernment's agrarian reform program, Presidential spokesperson
Salvador Panelo said this was one of several issues discussed in the
: Cabinet meeting on Wednesday at Malacaiang, “The President di-
rected the inclusion of NPA surrendercees jn the next round of land
: distribution,” he said. -- LM, AURELIO ﬁg‘
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Slain NDFP peace

consultant laid to rest in Isabela

ISABELA: As Felix Randy Malayao,
National Demaocratic Front of the
Philippines peace consultant, was
laid to rest on Thursclay at San

‘Pablo town’s public cemetery,

his kin and supporters vowed to
continue fighting for the down-
trodden, especially by the people

-in power,

Malayao was shot dead by still
unidentified gumman on January
30 while he was onboard a Vic-

.toty Liner bus at CCQ terminal in
-Barangay Darapidap, Aritao town,

Two persons of interest were
subjected to police investigation,

.but until today have not been

identified.
A funeral march began at 8 a.m.

with national leaders from the
Makabayan Bloc, Kilusang Mag-
bubukid ng Pilipinas, Kilusang
Mayo Uno, Bagong Alyansang
Makabayan, Karapatan, Promo-
tion of Church I"eople’s Response,
Sandugo, International Friendship
Groups, College liditors Guild of
the Philippines, Karapatan-Cagay-

an Valley {Region 2), Danggayan-

Cagayan Valley and local lead-
ers from peasant organizations,
among others.

A final tribute was held on

Wednesday night at the Malayao .

ancestral home in Barangay
Minanga Norte in San Pablo,
Isabela,

Meanwhile, Danggayan-Cagay-

2 \.f

an Valley, which is affiliated with
the Peasant Movement of the
Philippines, criticized the Philip-
pine National Police (PNP) forim-
mediately relieving Nueva Vizcaya
police officials allegedly because of
investigation lapses. '
Senior Supt. Jetemias Aglugub,
Nueva Vizcaya police director, and
Chief Insp. Geovanni Cejes, Aritao
town police chief, were ordered
relieved by PNP Director Qscar
Albayalde for “mishandling vital
pieces of evitlence on the case.”
Top police officials even blamed
Cejes for allowing the release of
several pieces of evidence, includ-
ing Malayao’s cellphone, which
police said could have contained




information that might facilitate
the ongoing investigation. -

But Danggayan said the relieved -

officers were “honorable PNP

officials who upheld the rule of -
law by turning over the personal -

belongings of the murdered peace

consultant to his family.”
anggayan also describéd the

recent numerous media releases

confaining unverified information |
by the Potice Regional ‘Office 2
(PRO2) headed by Chief Supt, Jose-

Matio Espino, as “the lowest of low

in government tactics o justify its

murder of peace activists.”

PRO2 media releases claimed
Malayao committed grave of- "
fences against the revolutionary’

movement and blamed the New

* Peoplé’s Atmy “for the cowardly
act of murder” in the early: moin-

mg of January 30.
“We encourage the AFp (Armed

lorces of the Phitippines) and

the PNP to exercise reason and
professionalism in"the conduct
of-theif duty to serve and protect
the people. We call on them to

prodiice the [pieces of| ewdence,_-_
the GCTV- (closed-circuit televi-
slon) footages inside the bus and ¢

on the bus stop to help apprehend
the assallants, Danggayan stated.

Meinihile, the Cagayan Valley -
police released the CCTV footage”

that capiured Malayao's kllfmg and

"~ pointed to still unidentified three

persons at the bus terminals in
Quezon City and in Aritao town
where Malayao was shot.

‘The CCTV footages were shown

during a media conference at the

Nueva Vizcaya police headquarters
in Bayombong town on Wednes-
day, where a man was caught tak-
ihg a picture of the bus Malayao

“:boarded as it left the terminai in

Quezon City on January 29,
It also showeéd that when the

" bus made a stopover in Aritao, two

men were seen smoking outside
the bus then one of them boarded
the bus and minutes later, Malayao
was dead after several gunshots
were heard,. AT

LEANDER C, DOMINGO




BY EUGENE Y. ADIONG

ACOLOD CITY: The Police Reglonal Ofﬁce
%, 6 (PRO-6) warned politicians in Western
bt Vlsayas rupning in the May 13 midterm
electlons to refrain from getting the services of

rebels and private armed groups (PAGs) to ensure
the peaceful conduct of polls

j Chlef Supt John Bulalamo,

PRO-6 director, satd hie had =
" a list of names of theselocal -
candidates but refused to'reveal -
them as they were sull vahdat-‘ .

| ing these.

”Gcltmg the sew:ces of rebels :

'f.and PAC‘s is a form of cheating,

We are warning these candldqtes
to stop their uefmotls activities,”

he said,

Bulalacao said iocal candldates
would likely use rebels and PAGs

to intimidate voters and their op- "

-our government,”

ponents, but wamed they wou[d
use the full force of law against
these candidates. ~

- "We encourage the public’

to ¢xpose these candidates.
They don't deserve a seat in
V_Bulal'ai:ao
pointed out.. .-

Security: meastires, mcludmg
checkpoints and enforcement of
the gun ban, have been in effect
since the election period begaii
on January 13 for the elections,

Bulalacag added. that PRO-6
was also receiving intelligence re-
poits that rebels, particularly the
New People’s Army (NPA), have

. sent-letters to several politicians

: offenng thelr services.

The rebels have set their rates
from 100,000 to P500,000 for
their services, Bulalacao said.
~Col. Alberto Desoyo of the
301st Infantry Brigade said the

letters were from the NPA's Cen-

tral Front Comunittee,

He said it was intensifying its
operations in areas across the
region where rebel presence was
reported

“Curmen are deployed to hin-
terland barangay (villages) for
military operations to monitor
movement of rebels and conduct
offensive operations to neutral-
ize them,” Desoyo added.
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Raps filed vs Malayao
kin, colleagues

By Elmer N, Manuel and Francls Earl Gueto

The Celgayan Valley chional Po!ice on Thursday filed complalnts against (we
colleagues and a rolalive of slain National Demociatic Front of the Phitippines
(NDFP) peace consultant Randy Malayao for takmg ‘avidence related to his.
killing the past week.
The complaints stemmed from the seizure of Malayao s laptop and six
olphones that were vital in the investigation by his stbling Perla Upano,
provinelal hoard member Edu Balgos, and a certain Rina Balgos.
Authorfties lodged complaints for obstruction of justice, grave coercion
and grave threat against the trio after the personal belongings of Malayao
were allogedly taken from police custody.
Malayao was shot dead inside a bus in Nueva Vizcaya last 30 January.
The assailant escaped on board a motorcycle driven by a coheit.

While investigations were belng conducted, Mrs. Balgos allegedly
demanded to ohserve the inventory of the crime scene and insinuated that
officers may plant evidence according to the affidavit submitted by Chief
Insp. Giovanni Celes, the former head of the Aritao police.

Cejes sald Balgos continued her trades even after he explained that authorities ave
following standard operating procedure in the investigation and noted that she mistakenly
assumed that policemen in the area were members of the Military Intelligence Group.

Malayao was shot dead 'inside,a bus in Nueva Vizcaya last 30 January.
The assailant escaped on board a motorcyele driven by a cohort.

_ Upano, on the other hand, soon after came to the police station and refused to sign a
consent form for police to examine her stain sibling's gadgets, sald Cgjes, recounting that
Upano later handed her & phong, over which he talked to M. Balgos — a provinclal board
meimber — who allegedly yelled at him that he had no right to withhold Malayao's belongings.

“He was outrageous in telling me that I was committinga human right violation aund that
I am ignorant of what I was deing,” Cejes said, é

Mus. Balgos also asked him If he wanted to smnmoned by-Congress, he sald.

Cejes said he “veluctantly” veleased Malayao's belongings due to “undue pressure.”

The items, he said, could have heen “very insirumental in unfoiding the truth” and that
their loss left police “empty. handed” in their investigation.

Cajes and the chief of the Nueva- Vizcaya province were removed from their posts for
supposed negligence in handiing the evidence,

Cagayan Valloy police divector Chief Supt, Jose Mario Espino has asked the help of Interior
and Local Government Secretary Eduardo Afio's in retrieving Malayao's personnl belongings.

Poliea also reviewed security measures with bus operators.

Malayao, formerly among the leadors of the Communist Party of the Philippines in
Cagayan Valley, was arrested in Cainta, Rizal in 2008,

He was accused aud later acquitied of involvement in the 2001 killing of C'tgayan Rep.
Rodolfo Aguinaldo, a former military officer and prominent anti-communist campaigner.

Before peace talks between the government and the NDFP collapsed in 2017 Malayao
attended the negotiations in Europe.
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g ___-,Cofniriuniét rebels who wil[ sur-
" render to.the government will be

“ given a chance to_ own a piece .

: of land -under a- new directive of
. President Duterte, |

2 "The" President  directed the
- - inclusion -of New" Pedple’s' Army
““sutrenderers in’ the-next round
. of land distribution,” presidential
. -spokesperson Salvador Panelo said
- In a statement yesterday. -
- The President Issued the direc-
. tive about the goveinment's land
. distribution. program benefitting

uary201_9 o

rrenderers to ow

" Last December, the Pfe'slden:t
- ordered the credtion of a national
"+ task force to end the local commu-

The task force, chalred. by tha
~.President, is mandated to craft

_and-Implement a “National Peace. -

* Framework” that will Include devel
. opment and peace-building- Initig

- tves i conflict-affected places, {:

© = Duterte previously expresse

" hope:the five-decade communis,
. insUrgency Viould be'over by thi:
- second quarter of 2019, citing the =
" fall: of many-rebel fronts in the-

', down their-arms and surrender fo -
-authoritles, promising to provide: - -
~.housing and livelihaod assistance, .
> - Panelo sald they tackled in the .-
~Cabinet’ meeting government .
- programs:aimed at accelerating -
government asslstance to farm-
-ers and-fishérmen to boost thelr,
‘productivity and income.

nist armed. conflict in the cotntry,

“eussed the Landbank's Accessible
.ahd.Sustalnable Lending Program
- for-Small Farmers that provide:
“"greater access to loan facilitias,”

&n

According to Panelo, they dis l_

'Landbank -aiso ‘made mention - -

that 361,000 farmers: with exist- )
“ing indlvidual Certificates of Land -

for a bank ioan," he sald, - - :
To Improve the lives of farmers
and fishermen; ‘e said ‘Agricul-
ture Secretary Emmanuel Pifiol

‘also reported the."bucket list" for

implementation: "These are farm-
ta-market roads,.- irflgation;’ which'
includes solar powered Trrigation
system to be financed by an Israeli
company, storage facliities; activa-.

-tion of regional food terminals; and .

strengthening of the Ro-Ro. (roll

--on, rolt off) programs; easy access -
- credit for farmers, institutionaliza-

tlon“of a farmer and fisherfolk -
credit union,. and the creation of -
a-Cablnet cluster headed by the

. febel returnees during a Cabinet . provinces. He also repeatedly ap -

" meeting*in Malacafiang Wednes- ’pealed to communist rebels to la! - Ownership Awards will be qualificd - President," he added, - | g

!
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)
I

S e Wil SRR o i e S R
[T ; s . - e k i




Y

_ _February 2019

JOLD CHURGH BLAST SUSPECT KAMMAR

INNOCENT, TORTURED TO ADMIT CRIME-LAWYER

By Julie S. Alipala
@alipalajulieINQ

ZAMBOANGA CITY—Mukam-
mar Pac turned himself in to
clear his name, not to surrender
to authorities for a crime he did
not comntit, his lawyer said on
Thursday.

" Lawyer Mettoni Sibulan said
police tortured his client and
forced him to admit to the twin
bombings of the Our Lady of

5

ME Carmel Cathedral in Jolo,
Sulu province, on Jan. 27
The Philippine National Po-
lice presented “innocent civil-
_ians,” Sibulan said, referring to
pae and three other raen, to
make the public believe that the
Jolo bombing was a closed case.

Lumberyard workers
"The government is present-
ing innocent civilians who are
working hard for aliving as tree

cutters and lumberyard work-
ers. The [police] committed ille-
gal zu.'rest,” he said. . ’ '

On Jan. 31, Pae, 45, who is
known in Barangay Anuling as
Kammar, sought the help of his
son's friend, an Army soldier as-
signed at Camyp Bud Datu in In-
danan town, to clear his name,
according to Sibulan.

Pae was taken into custody
by the military, but was turned
over the next day to Senior Supt,

) él

' Pablo Labra Ii, the provincial
police director of Sulu, he said.

_ Just turnéd over'

A document, Sihulan said,
certified that the military had
“turned over the living body of
Mukammar to PD Labra. He was
not arrested, just turned over.”

“Upon turnover to the po-
lice, Pae was immediately ar-
rested, tortured and detairied.
The military didn’t touch him,

hut the police tortured him and
forced him to admit to a crime
he never committed,” he added.
“Pae was beaten, his head
was submerged in water and he
was subjectect to waterboarding,”
Sibulan said of the torture that
involves placing a towel over a
detainee’s face and pouring wa-
ter on the towel until it dripped
into his mouth and nostiils,
evoking the feeling of drowning.
The lawyer said his three oth-

er clients were “arrested, with-
out any warrant” on the night of
¥eb, 1, when members of the
PNP's 52nd Special Action Porce
barged into the houses of Albaji
Gadjali, who was sleeping with
his son Kaisar, and Rajan Gadjali.

Col. Gerry Besana, the public
affairs officer of the mititary's’
Western Mindanao Command,
had carlier described the main
suspect behind the Jolo bl@s to
he in his carly 208, INQ
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FROM FUI.L TO HEIGHTENED

LOWERS METRO ALERT I,EVEI. STATUS

1S PAP DECLARES JOLO BOMBING SOLVED

By Doxter Cabalza
@dexcabalzalNQ

"The National Capital Region Po-
lice Office (NCRPO) downgraded
the alert level in Metro Manila
on Thursday after the Philippine
National Police declared solved
the recent bombing in Jolo, Sulu
with the arrest of several sus-
pects.’

Divector Gulllermo Eleazar,
NCRPO chief, however, clarified
that going from full alert to
heightened alert would have
“minimal effect” on the security
measures being implemented in
the metropolis.

“There may be less check-
point frequencies but the mobi-
lization of our police personnel
and resources, our intelligence
plans, strategies and efforts to
detect terrorist personalities
will continue,” Eleazar saicl.

g alertlevels

The PNP has three alert sta-
tus: normal, heightened and full
as outlined under Command
Memorandum Circular No. 18-
2013 issued by then PNP Direc-
tor General Alan Purisima.

Under heightened alert sta-
tus, all leaves of police officers
are canceled and their work
hours are extended by 25 per-

APPEAL NCRPO chief
Guillermo Eleazar asks the
public to remain vigilant.
—~NINO JESUS ORBETA

cent, ‘Full alert status, on the
other hand, means that their
leaves are also canceled while
their duty time is extended by
50 percent.

- “Metro’ Manila is still the
center of commerce and trade,
the home of practically all gov-
ernment institutions, depart-
ments and agencies, and is al-
ways a possible target of terror-
ists. That is why your police
force has to be alert and vigilant
24-7," Eleazar said.

He urged the public to also

remain alert and vigilant, and

to report to authorities any
suspicious-looking people or
suspicious activities in their

community..

“While the Jolo bombing
case has been solved, we cannot
relax our guard. From this sad
experience, - we have learned
that the terrorist threat is lurk-
ing over the country and can be
triggered anytime, anywhere,”
Bleazar said.

On Jan. 28, the NCRPO raised
to full its status alert level in

~ Metro Manila following two ex-

plosions during a Mass at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in Jolo, Sulu province. At
least 20 people were killed while
over 100 others wereinjured asa
result of the bombing.

Solved but not closed

On Tuesday, the PNP said
the case was already “solved but
not closed yet” following the
surrender of five suspects.

They were identified as
Kammah Pae alias Kammah of
the Abu Sayyaf Group-affiliated
Ajang-Ajang Group, Albaji Kisae
alias Awag, and his sons Rajan
Bakil alias Radjan and Kaisar
Bakil alias Isal, and Salit Alih
alias Papong. m'o

Along with 14 others who re-
main at large, they were charged
with 23 counts of murder, 95
counts of frustrated murder and
damage to property. INQ
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Blasting @apS9 b

omb materials

found in Butuan City

BUTUAN CITY -Blasting caps, leg
wires, ammunitions and other bomb
materials were found by pollee and
the military in Purok 14, Sitio Kaus-
wagan, Barangay Bit-os, Butuan City
on Tuesday, police officials reported
Thursday.

The elements of Buluan City Police
Inteltigence Branch, City Police Mobile
Force Company. (BCPMIC), in coordina-
tion with the Army's 23rd Infantry Battal-

ion (23rd IB) and their respective bomb |

disposal experts swooped down on the
area and found the homb materials which
police described as enough to “ereale a
series of terrovistic activities.”

Among the recovered bomb ma-

\&\

terials were 356 pieces of electric
blasting caps with 5 meler-long leg
wire and 184 rounds of caliber 5.56
amminition, ‘

The said recovered homb items
were placed inside two ice uckets and
{wo plaslic containers concealed insile
iwo sacks in a thick foliage arvea at
Purok 14, Sitio Kauswagan, Barangay

Bit-os, this cily on Tuesday.

The BOD personnel of BCPMEFC
are handiing the recovered ilems for
proper disposition. .

The discovery of the bomb ma-

torials was made following a tip ve-

ceived from a former rebel. (Mile U,
Crismundo) |} .
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NCRPO downgrades Metro alert level

THE National Capital Region Po-
lice Office (NCRPO) on Thursday
downgraded its securily status
level in Metro Manila from “full”
to “heightened” because the twin
blasts that hit Jolo, Sulu is consid-
ered closed.

Metro police chief Guillermo El-
eazar explained that the downgrad-
ing of the alert status level means
there would be fewer checkpoints.

However, the mobilization
of police personnel would con-

- tinue and intelligence strategies

would be intensified to foil any
possible terror plans and detect
terrorist personalities,

“While the Jolo bombing has
been solved, we cannot relax our
guard, Urom this sad experience,
we have learned that [the] terrorist
threat is lurking and can be trig-

gered anytime, anywhere,” he said.
. “Metro Manila is stiil the cen-
ter of commerce and trade, the
home of practically all govern-

‘ment institutions, departments

and agencies, and is always a

"possible target of terrorists. That

is why your police force has to
be aléxt and vigilant twenty-four-
seven,” Eleazar added.

He ordered the downgrading

of the alert status after Philippine
National Police (PNP) chief Oscar
Albayalde declared the blasts that
hit the Jolo cathedral solved with

‘the sutrender of five members of

the Ajang-Ajang faction of the Abu
Sagyal Group:” A 3

‘The PNP filed multiple counis
of murder and frustrated murder

against the suspects.
ROY D.R. NARRA
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“Nation prays
together for peace

From the President to the commion
" “folks, tho Fillpino nation bowed thelr:
hoads in prayer at 12 noon Thursday to
intercede for peace, unity and prosperity
in a synchronized nationwlide Interfaith

“Moment of Prayer.” .

‘They interceded by saying The Prayor

-for Peacs in the Philippines or praying in

their own words for the leaders of the land,
families, children and a myilad of concerns,
President Duterte prayed privately while

-Vice President Loni Robredo who was

attending a fund raiser, managed to pray
wlth her staff. Senate President Vicente
Sotto I Interceded with a group at the
Philippine Seénate, while Speaker Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo led a momont of prayer
for the House of Representatives;

At the Supreme Court, Associate

" Justice Antonio Carplo presided over the

prayer, aid Chief Justice' Lueas Bersamin
prayed privately while attending a lunch
engagement,

In thelr own-venues, members of the
Avmied Forces of the Philippines and the
Phillppine National Police gave veice to -
their heart's desire for peace.

Plsewhere, big busmuuses also had
recolitse to prayer,

_In many parishes, ehireh bells rang
and noontime Masses were preceded by
the Prayer for Peace in the Philippines,
in various dialects. Muslim leaders and
their groups also intoned the same prayer
as part of their noontime prayer.

L"’)
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Bomb materials, n

- BUTUAN CITY ~ Nasamsam ng
militar at pulisya ang mga materyales
ng pampasabog sa {sang pagsalakay sa
Purok 14, Sitio Kauswagan, Barangay
Bit-os, Butuan Ci , nitong Martes,
Ayon kay Chief Suﬁt. Gilberto
Cruz, regiona direclorn§ ortheastern
Mindanao Police Regional Office 13 (PRO
13), kabi Iang sanasamsan ng mga kauhan
ng Butuan City Police Intelfigence Branch,

e s

City Police Mobile Force Cormpany
BCPMEC), at 23rd Infantry Battallion
fZSrd IB) ng Phillippine Amy (PA)ang

336 piraso ng electric blasting caps na
may liman metrong wire at 184 rolyong
balang caliber 5.56.

Ang mgaito aniya ay nadiskubreng
nakalagay sa dalawang ice buckets
at dalawang plastic container na

* nakasakong itinago sa mga halaman sa

Iy

asamsam sa raid

Purok 14, Sitio Kauswagan, Barangay
Bit-os, _

Sapat na aniya ang mga ito na
makapagsagawa g sunud-sunod na

. pambobomba sa rehiyon,

Ang naturang pampasabog ay itinuro
ngisang dating rebelde na sumuko sa
amahalaan upang makapagbagong-

uhay, ayon pa kay Cruz,
B lke U. Crismundo
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lolo cathedray
Dombing fntas nag

Nalutag na ang kaso ng Mmalagim na pa pa-
pasabog sa Oy Lady of Mount Carmel Church 84
Jolo, Suly noong Enero 27 ng taong Ito na kumilit ng
bubay ng 23 katae habang mahigit pa sa 100:an
nastgatan, jto ang inihayag kahapon n intetior and
Local Governmerit Secretary Eduardo Afio matapos
na sumuko na sa mga awtoridag ang limang sys-
Fecr. Sinabi ni Adg 14 Natukoy ring magf(-asawang
ndlonesian terrorist ang suicide bombers
kaitangan Ea ny konting panahon Upang matukoy

akilantan sa mgaito, Inihayag pa nito na

p
ng murder at multiple frustrated Mirder-at damage

to property sa Suly Provincial Prosecutors Of fce,

{Joy antos) :

. TY oxy

by
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Sawadjaan posibleng

-Emir ng ISIS sa ‘Pinas

Hind] malayo at malaki an? posibilidad na napl-

“ling Emir ng Islamic State of raq and Syria (1SIS)

. 8i Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan na natukoy na utak sa

~habang mahigit pa sa 100 ang nasugatan noong
- Enero 27 ngtaongito, .- . :

.. - o ang inihayag kahapon nl Armed Forces of the

PhilipgineséWestem Mindanac Cormmand Spokes-

man Col, Gerry Basana,

..-Sinabl ni Besana na sa mga nag’)apaligsahang
maging Emir ng SIS Philippines ay pi naka-notoryus
si Sawadjaan at kilala ito sa palgiging radikal na tulad
rin n? napatay ng Emirng 1SS sa Southaast Asla
na sl Abu Sayyaf Commander Isnilon Hapilon na

-posibleng siyang nagustuhan ng IS1S international
terrorist upang ito ang mapili, (o Cantos) .-

¢ Jolo Cathedral bombing na ikinasawl ng 23 katao .
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Maguindanao opens
3rd Inaul Festival

By At 6. MACABAUAND

BULUAN, Maguindanao - 'The pro-

vineial government on Thursday, Feh-.

ruary 7, opencd the 3vd Inaul Festival
aitned at promoting the cénlurles-old

hand-woven fabrie conunon {0 Magu-

indanao and Maranao {ribes, .

"The annual festivity formally opencd
with a morning grand parade aronnd
the capilal 1own by thousands of vesi-
dents and officials [romn the 36 towns of
the province mostly wearing culmful
dresses made of inaul fabrie,

liye-catehing tracilionst flags, flyers,
hantiers, and slrcamers resurfaced in
strategie sections of this town and around
the provincial capitot building here whore
many of the festivilies are scheduled lo be
held until February 14, Valenline’s Day,

Gov. Iismacl Mangudadatu said
nalional fashion designers were inviled
te infuse modern features that could
help inaut clothes penctrate the global
markets,

Among them is Renee Salud, who
took interest in the fabric and desjgned
inaul gowns that were worn and dis-
played by candidales of the 2017 Miss
Universe pageant duving their tour

PR

- “rhis time, fashion designers includ-
ing Salud would personally observe the
rudiments of Inaul weaving by dozens
of Moro hand weavers in a segment of
the festival called ‘inaulative’ venture,”
Mangudadato saic

From the colorfully refurbished
gym, officlals, residents and. visiting
dignitaries proceeded (o the public
market for the opening of the inaul
expo,which features’ different native
products topped by varieties of inaut
by-produets,

Other eventslined up are the drum
and lyre oxbibilion by participating
sludents from diffevent schools across
Maguindanao; a sagayan (Moro war
dance) competition; and. a concert
featuring celebrities like Bamboo
Manulm,

Eveni organizers saitl Bamboo Ma-
nalac, Franeiseo Gaudencio in real por-
son, readily accepted the invitation as part
of his contribulion to the
enhancement of colorful
eullures and traditions of
the Moro people, to which

“ e popular Filipine musi-

cian traces his parvental
lineage, especially among
the Maranao teibe,

R
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By JOHN UNSON;

NORTH COTABATO -~ The entire province
of Lanao del Norte voted against the inclusion
of its six municipalities in the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM). i

However, 61 barangays in the seven towns in
North Cotabato voted yes to be included in the
BARMM following last Wednesday’s plebiscite.

These were the unofficial results obtained
yesterday from the provincial Commission on
Elections (Comelec).

The barangays in seven towns of North
Cotabato — Midsayap, Aleosan, Pikit, Kaba-
can, Carmen, Tulunan and Pigcawayan — are
enclaves of the Moro National Liberation I'ront
(MNLE).

Plebiscite results also revealed voters in the
towns of Aleosan and Tulunan voted against
being included in the BARMM,

Maugan Mosaid, munici al admin-
istrator of Pikit, said the plell;iscite was
held in 23 of the 42 barangays in their
municipality, resulting in the inclusion
of 22 barangays into BARMM's terri-
tory.

Bul residents in Barangay Balatican on
the outskirts of Pikit voted against, leav-
ing their village still under control of the
municipal government of Pikit.

On the other hand, residents of the
six towns in Lanao del Norte — Balo-i,
Pantar, Tagoloan, Munai, Tangkal and
Nunungan - voted against their inclusion
in the BARMM.

The Comelec said the canvassing was
based on results with a voter turnout of
63 percent, with the municipality of Lina-
mon yet to submit its tabulation.

The municipalities of Pantao Ragat,
Poona Piagapo and Salvador voted yes,

However, the total partial unofficial
province-wide result showed an over-
whelming no vote for its inclusion.

Lanao del Norte has 22 municipali-
ties and the law provides that the entire
province, as mother local government
unit, should vote as one in the plebiscite,

Meanwhile, the Comelec in Manila (H

yesterday decided to defer the official
canvassing of votes for the second round
of plebiscite of additional areas under the
new BARMM.

stabato villages vote yes

"/ Sitting as the National Plebiscite Board

of Canvassers (NPBoC), the seven-mem-

ber poll body ordered the resetting of the
official canvassing on Monday.

- Comelec Chairman Sheriff Abas ad-
journed the session shortly after recon-
vening since there are still no certificates
of canvass (COCs) to be canvassed.

Comelec spokesman James Jimenez
said COCs from the areas covered by the
second round of plebiscite are expected to
arrive in Manila over the weekend.

‘Jimenez said a reception committee at
the Comelec main office in Intramuros
will receive and safeguard the certificates
of canvass.

Respect the will

Presidential Adviser on the Peace Proc-
ess Carlito Galvez Jr. yesterday called
on everyone to respect the resulls of the
second round of plebiscite.

“Whatever the results will be, 1 call on
everyone to respect the sovercign will of
the people. Let us wholeheartedly accept
it and move on. The recent political exer-
cise may have strained some relationships
but we believe this is something we can
mend peacefully,” Galvez said.

Wwith the culmination of the plebiscite,
Galvez urged the pooling of all needed
support to ensure the smooth transition
from the current Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) to the
BARMM. '

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman earlier
gave assurance they are ready and work-
ing for the smooth transition of govern-
ment,

“The Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL)
has been ratified. The area of coverage
of the new autonomous region has been
expanded,” Galvez said.

Asthis developed, the provincial gov-
ernment of Maguindanao has asked the



Supreme Court (SC) to uphold the constitu-
tionality of Republic Act No, 11054 or the BOL,
citing the overwhelming vote for its ratification
in the plebiscite. T

In a comment-in-intervention filed last
Wednesday, Maguingdanao Gov. Esmael Mangu-
dadatu asked the high court to dismiss the peti--
lions filed by the Sulu provincial government
led by Gov. Abdusakui Tan 1l and the Philippine
Constitutional Association (Philconsa) seeking
to nullify the law expanding the ARMM to be-
come a Bangsamoro autonomous region,

Mangucdadatu said the results of the plebi-
scite in the ARMM conducted last Jan. 21~
showed 1,595,731 residents voting to ratify the .
BOL as against 246,185 who voted against it—a
margin of over 1.26 million votes.

“The sovereign voice of the Autonomous .
Region in Muslim Mindanao (has) clearly spo-
ken. Under the principle of vox populi suprema

est lex (the voice of the people should be the
stpreme law), we implore the [Honorable Court
to abide by the solemn duty to uphold the clear
and unmistakable mandate of the people,” read
the 78-page pleading,

Mangudadatu supported the argument of
the solicitor general that the BOL docs not
violate Article X, Section 18 of the 1987 Con-
stitution, which authorized only one Organic
Act to establish the ARMM.

Heargued the Organic Act is a “statute” that
may be amended or'repealed by Congress upon
approval by the people in a plebiscite.

Mangudadatu also rebutted the contention
of petitioners that the BOL violates the doctrine
of separation of powers under the Constitu-
tion as it adopts a parliamentary system of
government,

“A parliamentary form of government
should be viewed as consistent with the policy

of local autonomy which, althowgh encour-
ages a closer relationship and more avenues
for blending of powers between the executive
and the legislative branches, does not actu-
ally sanction a complete fusion that would be
tantamount to a violation of the constitutional
parameters,” he pointed out. .

Mangudadatu also said the 5C has no ju-
risdiction to review it through the petition for
certiorari and prohibition filed by petitioners
“hecause there is no actual case or controversy
but also because. there is no grave abuse of
discretion on the part of the exccutive and
legislative departments as would justify the
assumplion of jlsl\l;isdiction by the Honorable
Supreme Court.” 3 ‘

With these arguments, Mangudadatu asked
the SC to declare the BOL as constitutional,

- With Lino dela Cruz, Edu Punay, Roel

Parefio
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;:'_f:BQng awi-Tawi on Tuesday.
 Rear Admiral Rene Medma Na
o Al

ili was :agg(,d in kldnappmgs in
A '-T*:wr. and Sabah,

: Sayyaf sub-leader Idang Susukam
wounded in a military offensive i in B
kas, Patikul last week, has dlad
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2 Abus in 2001 |

beheadings fall

Two alleged
" Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers suspected of
involvement in the
kidnapping and be-
heading of workers
from a Basilan plan-
tation in 2001 have
been arrested, the
National Bureau of
Investigation {(NBD
said yesterday.

Harub Jaljali,
alias Indal, and
Pinky Anu Hadji-
nulla were caught
in a canteen near
the city hall in Ba-
rangay Sta. Catalina,
Zamboanga City last
Sunday, NBI deputy
director Ferdinand
Lavin said,

An informant
and a survivor
identified the two
men as among those
whokidnapped and
beheaded workers
from the Golden
Harvest plantation
in Lantawan, Basi-
lan.

Sy

Lavin said they
are validating re-
ports that the sus-
pects, who allegedly
belong to Abu Sayy-
af leader Radullan
Sahiron’s faction,
wege in Zamboanga
City. for a bombing
mission following

-the military’'s at-

tack on the bandit
group’s lair in Jolo,
Sulu,

Indal is allegedly
a bomb maker who
received training
from Indonesian

. and Middle Easlern

jihadists, according
to Lavin.

Indal reportedly -

serves as a liaison
for foreign terrox-
ists who slip into
the country and was
seen escorting Ab-
dul Paita Escalon,
who was recently
arrested, to Tuburan,
Basilan while deliv-
ering uniforms and
equipment to Abu
Sayyaf mempers,
Lavinsaid. |\
Lavin said in-
telligence officers
have been follow-
ing Hadjinulla, who
was seen “monitor-
ing children who
were playing inside
amall.”
- Rey Galupo
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- 2 Abu Sayyaf nabbed

in Zamboanga

By JEFFREY Q. DAMICOQ

Two suspeeled members of |

the Abu Sayyaf Group charged
forinvolvement in the 2001 Goldent
Harvest kidnapping have been

avrested by anthorilies in Zam-

boanga Cily. : :
National Burcan of Investiga-
lioir (NBD spokesperson Depudy

Diveetor Ferdinand Lavin idenli-.

fiod the bwo as Harub Jaljalis, who
is also known as Indal, and Pinky
Ani Madjinutla,

Lavin said the twoe were ar-
rested soparately last Sunday in
Zanthoanga Cily by « team from
the NBI's Counter Tervorism 1ivi-
sion (CTD) and Western Mindan-
a0 Begtonal Office (WEMRO), the

" Philippine National Police-Special

Aclion Ioree (PNP-ASG), and the
Armed Forees of the Philippines
(AT},

They were served arvest wate
rants issued by the Basilan. Re-

glotal Mial Court (IWFC) where .

Lhey are facing charges for mui-
liple counts of kidnapping and
serions Hlegal deteulion.

“In {hig parlicular incident,
the informant came out wills the
pusitive informalionon the where-
abouls of the lwe,” said Lavin,

“Norlunately for us qnd un-
lortunadely for the two agents of
the counter-terrorism division
imnicdiaiely dispatched a team
acling on the information and na-
kuha ifong dalawa (dhe two were

caught),” he added,
Lavinsaid one of the survivors

“of the Golden Harvest kidnapping
‘ineident alsoe positively identificd

o suspeets as among the Abu
Sayyaf members who abducted
thein.

~ Fifteen plantation workers
were abducled by the group

on June L1, 2001 at the Golden:

TTarvesl Plantation in Barangay
Tairan, Laniawan, Basilan. The
AbuSayyafbeheaded five of them,
while the rest cither managed to
escape or were tescued by pursu-
ing military forces.

. Lavit said the suspeets are
belicved engaged in planning out
aldduapping since Hadjinullawas
frequently seenat the playground
arca of the mall where they are

‘suspected conducting surveil-

lanee for a possibie target.

"The NBI official belieyes this
could be a diversionary tactic
meaitto putin disarvay the ongo-
ing investigations of the bombing
ineidents in Mindanao, ?}«

“We were able Lo prevent
what could have been ancther

 diversionary taciie by them kung

nagkaroonng kidnapping incident
@l the a kidnapping ineident took
place),” Lavin said,

NBI-C'TD Chief Raoul Man-
guierra said Idal is a homb-mak-
or for the Abu Sayyal’s Radullan
Sahivon faction atd was Ivaincd by
Indonesian and Middle Iastern
jihadists.
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ASG terrorist killed in Tawi-Tawi

‘ ¥ AMBOANGA CITY - Police and
militacy authorities have neutratized
a nolorious member of the Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) who was involved in the
gevles of kidnapping activities in Bon-
fao, Tawilawl provinee during the
conduct of chockpoint operatiois.

Naval Forces Western Mindanao
(NavFochsMin) Commander 1tear
Admival Rene V. Medina

identificd the ASG terrorist as Shaif-
fil Julaili. ‘

Medina sald Julaili van away. from
{he cheekpoint and fired at government

{roops manning it it Barangay Lapid- |

Lapid which prompted goldiers and
policemen 10 retaliate,

Medina tagged Julalli ag the one
ivolved in the series of kidnapping activi-
ties in Sutu, particulavly inthe howdaries
of TawiTawi and Sabahin Malaysia.

17

Hie added that Julaili

was also involved in the’
recent planned kidnap--

ping in Sabah with other
Suin-pased ASG bandits.
Medina emphasized
that the military, in tan-
dem-with the police, will
nol stop in performing
its duty of protecting the
people and the Weslern
Mindanao region apalnst
these lerrorist groups.
~ofhls should serve as
awarning Lo other terror
isk proups {hat Fawi‘Eawi
is 1not, and will never he
a gafe place for them
to conduct theit illegal
activities,” Medina said.
(Nonoy JS. Lacson)

o
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ASG in kidnappings
killed in Tawi-Tawi

‘ZAMBOANGA ary: An Abu Sayyaf
‘Group (ASG) bandit linked to the
spate of ransom kidnappings in
Sabah Malaysia and the; Philip-
pmes was killed in a shootout with
securlly forces at a checkpoint in
Tawi-Tawi on Thursday.

Officials said Shaifful Julaili
engaged troops in a firefight while
‘trying to flee the checkpoint in
Barangay l'apid-Lapid in the capi-
tal town of Bongao. There was no
‘report of casualties on the-sidc of
.security forces.

“The Abu Sayya, Shaifful Jataili,
violently escaped the checkpoint
‘and fired at government troops,
which prompted them to retali-
ate and killed him,” Rear Admiral
Rene Medina, chief of the Naval
Forces in Western Mindanao, said.

Jalaili was reportedly involved
in the series of kidnapping ac-
tivities in Sulu Sea, particularly
in the boundaries of Tawi-Tawi
and Sabah,

Medina said the slain bandit
was also implicated in the recent
kidnappings of Indonesian fisher-
men off $abal, but it was not im-
mediately known whether Jalaili
and his pro-lslamic State (18)
group were planiing to launch
new kidnappings in the area.

Security forces have put up
roadblocks and checkpoints in
many areas in Tawi-Tawi as part

‘of an intensified campaign 1g1mst

lawlessness.

Troops are battling ASG fight-
ers in-the neighboring province
of Sulu where a pair of suicide
bombers attacked a cathedral in
Jolo on January 27, killing at Jeast
21 péople and wounding nearly
100, The IS claimed responsibil-
ity for the deadly bombings and
President Rodrigo Duteite, quot-
ing intelligence reports, said an
Indonesian couple was behind
the attacks.

Five local men linked by au-
thorities to the twin atlacks have
surrendered recently to deny the ac-
cusations against thein, but criminal
charges were filed against them afier
government prosecutors said they
have "more than enough” evidence
to indict (he suspects.

But ASG leader Hajan Sawad-
jaan, who is also the emir of I8 in
the Philippines, and several other
bandits also tied to the attacks,
are still at-large and being huivted
down'by soldiers and police com-
mandos,

Dutette, who inspected the Qur

. Lady of Mount Carmel Cathedral

a day after the bombings, ordered !
secuily forces to destroy the ASC,
whose leaders pledged allegiance
to the 18, and vowed to fight for
the establishment of a caliphate
in the restive region. AL JACINTO
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Abu Sayyaf subleader
new 1515 emir, Afio says

By Francisco Tuya
ar)l’d Nat Mar’ian% Y

A RADICAL baudit

blamed for . the . deadly

bomb attack on a Jolo
church has taken over as
the leader of the Islantic
State  (ISIS)-affiliated

Abu Sayyaf Group, In-
terior Scerotary  Bdu-
ardo Afto said Thursday,
quoting US intelligene
sources. ’
Hatib Hajan Sawad-
jaan has replaced the
SIS handpicked “cmir
' Next page

Abu Sayyaf...

From Al

of Southeast Asia,” Isnilon Hapilon, fol-
lowing his death by a sniper fire during
five-month Marawi City siege in 2017,

Afio could not confirm that ISIS had
picked Sawadjaan, however, but said he
is now “the most recognized.”

Afio said the ASG had four factions:
Hatib Sawadjaan for Sulu; Furuji In-
dama for Basilan, Abu Dar for Lanao
province and Abu Toraype for Central
Mindanao.

Sawadjaan was blamed for the se-
ries of kidnappings of high-profile
targets among them forcigners. He
was behind the killing of Canadian
nationals Robert Hall, who was exe~
cuted, and John Ridsdel, who was be-
headed, after they were seized from a

yacht in September 2016,

He is also the main suspect in the
bomb attack in Jolo. Five suspects have
already surrendercd to police but 14
others, including Sawadjaan, are stil] at
large.

The US Indo-Pacific Command re-
ported that ISIS Philippines remained
active with 300 to 550 fighters in Mind-
anao, whose activities are limited to
Sulu.

Police reported Afiother Aby Sayyaf
fighter was killed in a shootout with sol-
diers and police in Tawi-Tawi Tuesday.

In a belated report, the Weslern
Mindanao Command identified the
slain bandit as Shaifful Julaili who
tired on troops manning a government
checkpoint,

Julaili had been involved in kidnap-
ping sorties in Sulu, Tawi-Tawi and Sa-
bah, Malaysia, police said.

g

In the wake of the declaration that the
Jolo attack has been solved, the Philip-
pine National Police has lowered its sta-
tus in Metro Manila from full alert to
heightened alert.

“The difference between the two sta-
tus levels is really minimal. There may
be less checkpoint frequencies but the
mobilization of our police personnel
and resources in the Metropolis contin-
ues. Qur intelligence plans, stratogies
and efforts to detect terrorist person-
alities continue,” said Metro Manila po-
lice chief Guillermo Eleazar,

He said the police would not relax
their guard,

“From this sad experience, we have
learned that terrorist threat is lurking
over the country and can be triggered
anytime, anywhere,” he said of the
Jan. 27 Jolo bomb attack. With Joel
E. Zurbano and Maricel V. Cruz
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Abu Sayyaf sub-leader linked
to Sulu blasts reported dead

BY VIGTOR REYES

A SUB-LEADER of the Abu
Sayyaf linked to the January 27
twin bombings at the Our Lady of
Mt Carmel Cathedral in Jolo, Sulu
has reportedly died from injuries

sustained in last Saturday’s firefight
with soldiers in Patikul town, the
military said yesterday.

"T'he information on the death of
Idang Susukan, which came from
vatious soutces, is being validated,
said Brig. Gen. Divino Rey Pabayo,

- commander of the military’s Joint

Task Fotce Sulu

Susukan was among 15 Abu
Sayyaf men reported injured in the
Satugday firefight between Army

See ABU SAYYAF > Page B3

L e

ABU SAYYAF

soldiers and the group of Abu
Sayyaf leader Hatib Hajan Sawad-
jaan in Patikul, Sulu. Five soldiers
and three Abu Sayyaf members
died in the clash.

Sawadjaan is being tagged the
‘mastermind of the Sulu blasts
which killed 23 persons and injured
about 100 others. He is reportedly
the leader of the Islamic State in
the Philippines.

The blasts came less than a
month after the military deployed
11 battalions to Sulu to go after
Sawadjaan and other Abu Sayyaf
leaders.

Pabayo said Susukan, a “high-
profile sub-leader” of the Abu
Sayyaf, was involved in the cathe-
dral bombings.

“He is connected, though his
name is not mentoned as dircctly
involved,” he said.

He also said the military has
conflicting information on when
Susukan died. .

“We still have no confirmation.

We are still trying to find where he
was butied... that is the informa-
tion going around in Sulu, that he
is alrcacdy dead,” he said.

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Edgard Arevalo said “progress re-
ports from various sources on the
ground indicate that he eventually
died due to the severe injuries he
sustained in that fireflight”

If confirmed, Arcvalo said Su-
sukan’s death “deals a serious blow

on the leadership of this terrorist .

group.”’

“He is one of the ASG’s nototi-
ous sub-leaders who perpetrated
many kidnapping, beheading, and
other terrorist attacks to include
the twin blasts at the Jolo cathe-
dral,” he said.

On Sawadjaan’s reported rise as
ISIS-Philippines leader, Arevalo
saicl, “I'hat terrorist group follows
their own process of sclection
and confirmation, The AFP is not
privy to it and will not issue any
confirmation.”

Interior Secretary Lidvardo Ao
on Wednesday said Sawadjaan has

taken over the “ISIS-Mindanao”
leader.

The US Department of De-
tense, in its latest quarterly report
to the US Congress, said Sawadjaan
is believed to be the acting leader
of “ISI1S-Philippines”

The formet reported ISIS leader
for Southcast Asia, Abu Sayyaf
leader Isnilon Hapilon, was killed
in Marawi City in 2017 during a
five-month armed conflict be-
tween government forces and the
Maute group.

Arevalo said whoever the TSIS
names as its leader in the Philip-
pines, “we assure our people that
the AFPs desite to nentralize him
and his terrosist cohorts is consis-
tent and undiminished.”

The NBI said two alleged mem-
bers of the Abu Sayyaf were
arrested last Sunday in separate
operations in Zamboanga City.

The NBI identified the two
as Harub Jaljalis alias Indal and
Pinky Ani Hadjinulla who are
suspected of involvement in the
kidnapping of workers of the

Golden Harvest plantation in
Basilan in 2001,

Jaljalis was arrested in a canteen
on Lustre Street in Barangay Sta.
Catalina and Hadjinulla at the
Southway Mall, both in Zambo-
anga City.

"The operation was carried out by
the NBI assisted by the police and
the Special Action Porce,

NBI Deputy Director Ferdinand
Lavin said the agency is determin-
ing whether two are planning to
carry out bombings and other ter-
rorist activities in Zamboanga and
other parts of Mindanao.

He said Jaljalis is a bomb-maker
of the faction headed by Radullan
Sajiron and that he also received
training in explosives from Indo-
nesian jihadists,

Lavin said Jaljalis also acted
as a liaison for terrorists coming
from other countries in South-
cast Asia.

Lavin said Hadjinulla was doing
surveillance wotk in the Zam-
boanga peninsula when he was
arrested. — With Ashzel Hachero
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ASG members nabbed

Two members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) atlegedly involved ln a
kidnapping in Basilan in 2001 were arrested by the National Buveau of
Tuvestigation, Suspects Harub Jaljalis alias Indal, 44, and Pinky Annin °
Hadjinula, 37, both male; were nabbed after 18 years of evading arrest,
They were identified by the victims and survivers as the ASG members
wlio were responsible for the Golden Harvest kiduapping in Basilan
in 2001, Armed with an arvest warrant issued by the Basilan Regional
Trial Court in-connection with-the multiple counts of Kidnapping and
korious illegal detention, the NBI agents pounced on the suspects' lair,
According to NBI spokesman and Deputy Dreclor Ferdinand Lavin, the
two were members of the ASG Urban Terrorist based in Zamboanga
City. Investigation conducted by the NBI showed that Indal was'the one
who made bormbs for Radulan Sahiron faction of the ASG and one of the
few ASG operatives who allogedly received bomb-making training from
visiting Indonesian and Middle Eastern Jihadists, ;r Atvin Murcla
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isang mataas na
lider ng leroristang Abu
Sayyat Group ang na-
sawl umano dahil sa
pagkaubos ng dugo
matapos na malub-
hang masugatan ma-
karaang isagawa ang
air strike operation ng
milltar sa Patikul, Sulu
noong Sahado, ayon
sa ulat kahapon.

Sinabi ni Army's
1th Infantry Division

~at Joint Task Force

Sulu Commander Ma-
jor Gen. Divino Rey
Pabayo, patuloy pa fin
nilang beneberipika
ang limpormasyon hing-
gil sa urnano’y pagka-
sawi ni Abu Sayyaf

suh-commander in-.

dang Susukan,

na nang napaulat
na agaw-buhay si Su-
sukan matapos itong

e s ey

Yumdander ng Sayyai napatay sa air stiilie?

tamaan sa air strike al
ground assault opera-
tions na Inilunsad ng
iropang militar noong
Pahrero 2 sa Brgy.
Latih at Brgy. Kaboon
Takas, Bawang sa ba-
yan ng Patikul.

Bunga ng malala
nitong kondisyon at
pagkaubos hg dugo ay
fuluyan na umanong
binawian ng buhay si
Susukan na Inflibing
na ng mga tauhan nhito
saisang lugar sa kagu-
batan ng Sulu.

“It is still subject for
validation to be safe,

yung raport Kahapon,,

nung Isang araw, itxa-
iba", ayon kay Pabayo.

Samantala, isang
miyambio ng grupo ang
agaw-buhay nyayon
matapos na makip-
agpalitan ng putok sa

Y

-

mga otoridad sa isang
checkEoint sa Brgy.
Lapid-Lapid, Bongao,
Tawl-Tawi, kamakalawa.

- Kinllala ang sugatan
at naarestong bandido
na sl Shaiful Julaifi,

Ayon sa ulat ka- |

salukuyang nagsasa-
gawa ng ccheckpoint
ang militar sa nasabing
ugar nang dumating
si Julaili. Gayunman,
naging marahas ang
nasabing bandido
nang tangkain nitong
takasan ang check-
point na pinaputukan
ang tropa ng militar
at pulisya na nagba-
bantay -sa naturang
checkpoint.

Dahil dito, guman-
ti ng putok ang mga
otoridad na malubhang
ikinasugat ng nasabing

bandldo. oy Cantos)

Fin L @ TN




Bomb maker ng ASG, 1 pa huli ng NBX

Iprinisinta kahapon ng Nationa) Bureau of Investiga- terrorist tighters na ipinadadala sa Piliplnas para sa
tion ang dalawang miyembro ngl;JAbu Sayyaf Group- ASG, Ang grupo vin umano ni Indal ang nagsisitbing
Urban Terrons:tGroup cell (ASG-UTG) na nakabase sa - augmentation force sa Mga oras na kinakailangan ng
Zamboanga City, kabilang ang bomb maker ng Radullan ibg pang faction ng ASG. -
Sahlron Factlon at Haison officer ng South Asian forelgn Ang grupo rin nl indal ang bihasa at gamay s pag-
terrorist fighters na nadakip kamakailan, o-ogerate sa Sulu, Basilan at Tawi-Tawi corridor,

Sa pulong-balitaan, kinilata ni NBI Director for intel- t*Indal din umano ang nag-eskort kay Abdul Patta
ligence Service Eric B, Distor ang mga inarestong sina Escalon, ang UN desigriated terrorist sa Tuburan, Basjlan

arub Jallalis, alyas Indal, 44 a Pinky Anj Hadjinulla, ng nagdeliber ng uniforms at equipments sa ASG figh-
(!alaki? 37, sa bisa ng warrant of arrest sa mga kasong ters, Siya din ang tinukoy na iiaison sa mga nakabasang

- inuitiple counts of kidnapping at serious ille al detention * miillanta sa Cenlfral Mindanao.
na inisyu ni; Basilan Raglonal Trial Court (RTC) kaugnay Naniniwala sl NB! director Dante Gierran n ang
sa Golden Harvest Kidnapping Incident noong 2007, agkadakip sa dalawa ay isang tagumpay ng gobyemo

Si Indal ay nadakip sa Isang canteen sa panulukan  laban sa terorismo, (Ludy Bermudo)
ng Lustre at Evangelista Sts., Brgy. Sta. Catalina, Zam- = - -
boanga City habang si Hadjinuiia ay sa isang mall sa
Zamboanga din, - '

Si Indat umano ay taga-gawa n Pampasabog para

“sa Radullan Sahiron faction ng ASG na nakapagsanay
sa paggawa ng bomba sa indonesian at Middle Fasiern
Jihadisis trainor na bumisita sa bansa. Nagsisilbing
liaison officer din umang slya sa South Asian foreign
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By BONITA L, ERMAC -
ALO-I, Lanao del Norte —

iy e Liberation Tront (MILE)
“ haveassured that thelr pres-
ome durmg the second plebiscite for
the ratifieation of the Bangsamoro
Organie Law (B0 held on Wednoesday
was not to intimidate or cavse harm to
anyone but to ensure the peaceful and
orderly conduct of the plehiscite,
“Walang mataas at walang mababa,
pantay-pantay tayong naghahangad ng
kapayapaan (No one fs above of helow

. in our commmon quest-for peace),” sald

Ismiacl Disumalong alias Kumander
Ulthmax of the MILEs 1020d Baso Com-
mand North-Western Mindanao Front,

He emphasized that it was also the
call of the MILY to have a peacelul
and orderly Bangsamoro Organic Law
(BOL) plebiscite in the entire Lanzo

‘el Norte,

“Our presence in some polling
precinets did not mean that we were
there to cause harm to anyone. ‘The
MILIMs central commilice has ordered
us not to violale the peace and ceasefive
agrecinent,” Disumaloug added.

Disumalong nlsoe said that whatever
the outcome of the plebiseile will be,

Mombers of the Moro Islain- -

the MILB will respect it. He said that
" even if Balo-I reporicdly voted “No,”
“there's 1to problem about that and wo
understand the volers’ declsion.”
ITe further explained that if the six
municipalitics in Lanno del Norte would
 heincluded in the new Bangsamoro Au-
tonomous RRegion in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM), “rest assured the tri-people
will he given equal access to-all oppor-
tunitles for the Bangsamoro.”

“Lumads, Christiang, and Muslims
wnllbeptotcctulbytheBan[,sammogov-
crnment,” Disumalong assured. “Uhis
[BOL] is not onlyfor the MILY, but this is
also for everyone,” he poimed o,

The conduet of the plebisclte in
Balo-i town with 21,411 vegislered vol-
ors was gencrally peaceful _

Sonia Canoy, teacher and s niember
of the Board of Election Inspectors
(BRED was oplimistic that the peaceful

clection would continue unlil the ond of
the canvassing period,

“So fay, we are having smooth and
or d(,l‘lyl)allotmghuem]}alo i,"” Canoy
said,

She rovealed that they are not wor-
ried about the presence of the MILE
inembers in the polling precinets say-
ing,” they are not doing anything against
us, and we are confident that this plebi-
seite would end up peacefully. []
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MILF SENIOR COMMANDER WANTED.

_FOR ARSON, MULTIPLE MURDERS NABBED
SHARIFF AGUAK, Maguindanas: The Philippine National Police arrested
" a senlor commander of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front {MILF) wanted for

arson and multiple murder cases. Chief Insp. Erwin Tabora, Montawal town
police chief, confirmed on Thursday the arrest of Hamsa Abdullah Panidita,

~more known in Maguindanao as Commander Transceiver. Tabora said Pandnta
.an ethnic Maguindanaon, had Iateiy heen mioving around the towns a the .

 boider of North Cotabato and Maguindanao provinces in the company of politl-.
~clans, Senior Supt, Ronald Briones of the Maguindanag provindial police said -

security has been tight stnce Tuesday around the Montawal musicipal police

“office where Pandita is detained The fami fies of the victims of the murder cases‘ .
: Involvlng Pandita have appeared at the Montawal pollce station to confirm :
_that they have not agreed to off court settlements with corresponding “blood-

oney"based on Sharl'ah Jurisprudence. Senlor officials of the Police Regional ‘-

Office-Autonomous Reglon In Muslim Mindanao are anticipating possible

_mtercessmn by the MFlFs ceaseﬂre committee on the plight of Pandita,
: JULMUN;R 1, JANNARAL '
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IX LANAD DEL NORTE TOWNS EXCLUDEDFRON

By Divina Suson’
and Bong Sarmiento
@ingmindanao

TUBOD, LANAO DEL NORTE
A majority of the 22 fowns in
the province voted against let-
ting go of six municipalities that
had been proposed for inclusion
in the new Muslim autonomous
region, according to official re-
suilts of the plebiscite released
by the Commission on Elections
(Comelec) here on Thursday..
The Joint Task Force Plebisito
had reported that 157,629 votes
went against while 81,542 were for
inclusion of the towns of Muni,

SECOND ROUND OF BOL PLEBISCITE

Baloi and Tangkal in - the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region

in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM).
_ The towns of Pantao Ragat,
Poona Piagapo and Salvador vot-

ed yes with the six for inclusion.

The no vetes won in 13
towns; Kauswagan, Linamon,
Matungao, Ba_colod, Baroy, Kap-
atagan, Kolambogan, Lala, Mai-
go, Magsaysay, Sultan Naga
Dimaporo, Sapad and Tubod.

“Ihe no votes is overwhelm-

ing. Although the yes votes won in-.

the six towns, it lost in the whole
province, which means the six
gowns cannot join the BARMM,"
sald Comelec provincial director

He said the province, which
has 334,356 registered voters,
registered an election turnout
of 69 percent, S

“This is the most peaceful
plebiscite in the whole coun-
try,” He said.

Wednesday's plebiscite was
the seécond on the Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL} intended to
determine how many additional
areas werc to be included in the
BARMM. The proposal was to
inchide thesix Lanao del Norte
towns and 67 villages in scven
towns in Cotabatg province.

The first plebiscite on Jan. 21
ratified the BOL, which estab-
Jishes the BARMM and is the fi-

'Tagoloan,

Joseph Hamilton Cuevas.

Dimaporo said they were con-
cerned about the alleged threats
made by MILF commander Bra-
vo against the province,

“In the noxt 24 hours, we
have to be vigilant because he
was threatening us during his
last video,” she said.

She asked Philippine National
police Director General Oscar Al-
bayalde to extend the deploy-
ment of police in her province.

Commander Bravo had de-
nied making any threats.

“The MILF is for the peace
and order of the entire Lanao
del Norte,” he told the Inquirer
on Wednesday. “Bven if the np
vote would win, there still

Gy

wotld be no trouble because we
follow the chain of command.
We leave cverything to (MILF
chair) Al Haj Murad Ebrahim,
who would be the Chief of Par-
liament as the Bangsamoro Or-
ganic Law has already been rati-

fied in the (Jan. 21) piebiscite.”

in Manila, the Comelec ¢n
hanc, acting as the National
Plebiscite Board of Canvassers
(NPBOC), on Thursday suspend-
cd the canvassing of the certifi-
cates of canvass (COCs). [}

Comelec Chair Sheriff Abas
said the poll body was still waiting
for the COCs from Lanac del Norte
and Cotabato, —WiTH A REPORT FROM
TINAG.SANTOSANDRICHELUMEL NGy

| Page: élg

BARMM

nal step in the 2014 peace deal
between the government and
the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front {MILE).

21 villages vote yes

In Midsayap, Cotabato, elec-
tion officials announced that 21
of the 67 villages from the
towns of Pigcawayan, Alecsan,
Carmen and Tulunan voted to
join BARMM based on the com-
pleted canvass of plebiscite re-
turns.

‘The four towns are. among
the seven where the 67 villages
are located. The others are Pikit,
Kabacan and Midsayap.

Lanao del Norte Gov. Imelda
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Mfa:ngudadaims ask SC to

A

RILA: BULLEFIN ™ ——

dismiss petitions vs BOL,

iy ALY O, MACABALANG -
and REY &, PANALIGAN

5 OTABATO CIUY - 'the Man-
' ¥ gudadatus of Maguindanao
( » have officidlly asked the Su-
2o prome Court (SC) o dismiss

e

Hi 3 i W11 1]
{he pending petition of Sulu Governor

3 2 constitu-
Salur Tan 1 questioning the com'
t‘i:;nality of 1LA, 11054 or the Bangsat-

ore Organic Law (BOL), _ ‘
Gmif,crnoi' Iigmacl “Toto” Manguda-

dalu and hig younger 1)1‘0t1u;1‘, Ml\g,t'iili-
danao Mayors’ Leaguo president Fred-

die Mangudadﬁth, filed thoir “Motigh

for Leave of Court to Intervene, and
to Admit Comment-in-Inlervention by

way of Opposilion o the Petition” he- -

fore the SC past noon Wednesday.
“The sovercign volco of the ARMM
has clearly spokon, Under the principle
of vox populi supréma est lex (the volee
of the people should be the supremio faw),
we ftniplore the-Honotable Court to abide

by the solenin duty to uphold tho clear and .

wnnistakable mandate of the people,”
Mangudadato said in his motion, *

“T'he majorily ovorwhelmingly and
uneguivocally voted for the ratifieation
of the Bangsamoro Organie Law and
in the final analysis, the indomitable
peoplo of the Bangsamiore Aulonomous
Itcgion most ceriainly deserve every
liberal intorpretation of il Organie
Law, BA 11054,” he also said,

Sought to be djsinissed are the
petitions filed by the Sulu provineial
govermnent led by Gov. Salur Tan 1€
and the Philippine Constitution Asso-
ciation (Phlleonsa),

Respondents in ‘Lan’s poatition are’

Executive Seerctary Salvador Medi-

aldeq, DILG Sccretary Eduardo Ano,

the Benate, the House of Represen-
tatives, the Commission Elections,

the Presidential Peace Adviser, the
Bangsamoro Neansition- Commission,
and the Moro Islamic Liberation Wront
(MILL), o o
Gov. Mangudadatu was authorized
last week via & unanimous resolution by

‘the Provineial Peace and Ovder Council

of Maguindanag, the provinee in Muslim
Mindanzo thatyielded the largest vatify-
ing voles (599,681 against 9,007 rejection)
during the BOL plebiscite last Jan, 21,

- The intervenors as cilizens “are
intorested in the realization of the
Constitutional mandate to cstablish
an autonomous region in Muslim
Mindanao,” the intervention-sceking
mation read. ‘ _

. As taxpayers, the intervenors have
legal interest in favor of the dishurse-
ment of funds to implement tho Bang-
sanioro Organie Law which should not
he foiled by the impending consiitu-
tional chalienpe,” the motion added.

“I'inally, the dream for abelter and
greater autonomy in the Bangsani-
oro Region is not just tho hope and

-aspiration of the herein intervenors,

but alse of thelr beloved constiluents
wio demonstrated theiv resounding
affirmation and shpprn't for the BOL,"
it further said.
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Lanao del Norte votes
No'to Bangsamoro

MARAWI GT¥: The province of lanao del Norte has

rejected the inclusion of six municipalities in the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Min-
danao (BARMM), unofficial resulzs of the February .

6 referendum showed,
A padtial and unofficial report ﬁom the media
> 'No'A8

affairs office of Lanao del Norte on the
province-wide plebiscite on Wednesday
showed that -157,138 voted “No" while
72,543 voted "Yes."

On Wednesday; the six towns of Balo-i, Mu-
nai, Nunungan, Partar, Tagoloan and Tangkal
in Lanao del Norte voted on whether or not

" they would join the new Bangsamoro region.

Voters in other Lanao del Norte towns, except
Hligan City, voted on whether to allow the six
towns to join the Bangsamord or not.

The breakdown of votes was as follows:

Bacolod:; Yes - 1,447, No - 8,074;

Baloi; Yes - 8,663, No - 3,023;

Baroy: Yes - 264, No - 11,758;

-Kapatagan: Yes - 791, No - 20,893;
Kauswagan: Yes - 2,348, No - 6,791;
Kolambogan: Yes - 1,210, No - 9,623;

Lala: Yes - 1,173, No - 28,507

Linamon: Yes - 1,550, No - 12,000;

Magsaysay: Yes - 2,286, No - 3,183;

. Maigo: Yes - 3,724, No - 4,455; |

Matungao: Yes - 1,420, No - 1,667;

“Munai: Yes - 10,614, No - 4;

Nunungan: Yes - 1,802, No - 1,039;

Pantao-ltagat: Yes - 9,166, No - 0

Pantar: Yes - 7,751, No - 291;

Poona-Piagapo: Yes - 5,246, No - 317;

Salvador: Yes - 11,366, No - 280;

Sapad: Yes - 987, No - 5,520;

Sulmn Naga Dimaporo: Yes - 550, No -
24 452;

Tagoloan: Yes - 2,760, No - 1,975;

Tangkal: Yes - 5,927, No - 0;

Tubod: Yes - 803, No - 19,171,

In Noith Cotabato, voters in 67 vitlages were
asked if they wish to join the expanded autono-
mous region, while voters in the mother towns
where these 67 villages belong to were asked il
they would allow these villages to join the new
Bangsamoro autonomous entity, .

- The "Yes” votes won in 21 of 67 villages, ac-

cording to partial and unofficial counts.

- The towns and villages had petitioned to
be part of the BARMM under the Bangsamoro
Organic Law passed last year

“ Even if the "Yes” vote won in these localities;

_a*doubie:niajority” of "Yes" votes is needed
fora place to be officialy dectared part of the’

BARMM, Commission on Eléctions (Comelec)
spokesman Iames ilmene:r explained, :

(@f

For insiance, voters in the town of Midsayap
had 1o answer a total of 13 questions, corre-
sponding to the inclusion or non-tnclusion o
the BARMM of 13 villages or harangay.

For harangay to be included, the "Yes” votes
must win at the municipal level and in the

_ barangay concerned.

The same rule applies to Lanao del Norte,
ivhere “Yes” votes must win in both the mu-
nicipal and provinciat fevels,

National canvassmg
on Monday -

On January 21, the existing Autonomous Re-
gion in Muslim Mindanao voted in favor of the
Bangsamoro region, Cotabato City residents
agreed to join the new region, while Isabela
City in Basilan voted "No" even as the rest of
the pravince voted "Yes.”

The Comelec, sitting as the National Plebi-
scite Board of Canvassers (NPBC), convened
on Thursday for the canvassing of votes in the
just-concluded second plebiscite in Lanao del
Notie and Nortl Cotabato.

Comelec Chairman Sheriff Abbas, however,
adjourned the session because of the wnavail-
ability of certificates of canvass (COCs) from
the plebiscite areas,

Jimenez said the NPBC would reconvene on
Monday, adding that COCs were expected to
start arriving during the weekend.

“We expect anival during the weekend. The
reception committee will safeguard the security
of COCs that will arrive,” he added.

Canvassing would be Ginished in four days,
he said.

Reports from the Comelec regional com-
mand center said that in anao del Notte, 13
out of 22 COCs have been forwarded to the
provincial p!cblscue board of canvassers for
canvassing,

In North Cotabato, provincial canvassing
was 90 percent completed, with votes from
the towns of Pigcayan, Aleosan, Carmen
and Tulunan. ’

Still to be submitted were ballots from the
towns of Midsayap, Pikit and Kabacan. Come-
lec placed the voter turnout at 54 percent.

. MASIDING NOOR YAHYA AND
WILLIAM B, DEPASUPIL.



T11E Commission on Elections
(Comelec) is confident the bal-
lots that will be used for the
elections in May this year will
be printed on time.

Comelec spokesman james
Jlimenez on Thursday said the
printing of some 61 million bal-
lots would starton Februaiy 9 after
several postponements because of
the defay in the release of ofificial
names of national candidates that
wottld appear on the ballot.

“lardier today, we sat beflore a
joint congressional committee
for an update on the progress of
the preparations for automation,
One of those mentioned was the
printing of ballots,” said Jimenez
in a press briefing,

He admitted that the printing
schedule was tight but the poll
official said the same thing hap-
pened in the 2016 presidential
elections when printing started

~also late.

“In 2016 we started printing on
February 12, but we still delivered
the baltlots on time,” Jimenez
pointed out.

Ite added that last minute
changes were heing done on the
final list of candidates, includ-
ing the removal of the name of
former presidential spokesman
Hary Roque )., who withdrew
his candidacy for senator due to
health ieasons,

The name of candidates with

ebruary
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pending cases but were not dis-
qualified would be included in the
hallot, Jimenez said.

There are at least 68 petitions
for disqualification pending in the
Comelec, including that of Sen.
Loren Legarda who is tunning for
representative of the lone district
of r\nlique, amang others.

"It is not yet final. There
can be an appeal taken, which
means no practicat impact on
the candidacy because it it is
not yet final,” he said.

As a result of the ratification of
the Bangsamoro Organic Law and
the eventual dissolution of the
Autonomous Region in Mustim

Mindanao (ARMM), Jimenez said
the candidates for ARMM gover-
nor, vice governor and members
of the regional assembly would
also be removed. /(5

“Even in the ARMM they will
still vote for senator, they will vote

for party-list and so on,” he said.
WILLIAM 8, DEPASUPIL
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get the double majority votes needed
for them to break away from Lanao del
Norte and be included in the soon-to-
be-established Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao.
Meanwhile, an official has asked the Su-
preme Counrt to dismiss the petitions seeking
tonullify the law expanding the Autonomous

StAtidard e R

I’ODM

a Bangsamoro “
_people have
spoken—qovt
SIX Lanao del Notte towns
wﬂl remain part of the prov-
" ince after fallmg to get ma-
jority votes to join the new |
; Bangmmmo “autonomous |
region in Wednesday’s pleb-
iscite, the provincial office
of the Commission on Elec-
tions told CNN Philippines.
The Regional Plebiscite
Board of Canvassers said the
towns of Tagoloan, Balo-i,
Pantar, Munai, Tangcal and |
Nunungan were unable to
Next page
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Region in Muslim Mindanao to become a
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region.

In a comment-in-intervention, Magu-
indanao Gov. Esmael Mangudadatu
urged the high court to uphold the con-
stitutionality of Republic Act No. 11054,
or the Bangsamoro Organic Law, citing
the overwhelming vote for its ratifica-
tion in the plebiscite.

Mangudadatu said the high court
should dismiss the petitions of the Sulu
provincial government led by Gov. Ab-

dusakur Tan IT and the Philippine Con-
stitutional Association seeking to nullify
RA 11054, which expands the ARMM to
become BAR, saying the Mindanao peo-
ple had already spoken in favor of the new
autonomous region in Mindanao.

While all six municipalities voted
to be part of the new region that will
replace the Autonomous Region in.
Muslim Mindanao, the rest of Lanao
del Norte said “no” to the proposal.
With Rey E. Requejo
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BOL nat’l
canvass reset
to Feb. 11

THL Commission on Lilections
(Comelec), sitting as the National
Plebiscite Board of Canvassers
(NPBOC), yesterday pushed back
1o Feb. 11 the canvassing of votes
in the plebiscite for the Bangsam-
oro Organic Faw (BOL).

Comelec spokesman James
Jimenez said the NPBOC will
just convene on Monday because
eanvassing is still ongoing at the
local levels.

Jimenex said Comelec ex-
pects the ceriificares of canvass
(COCs) to arrive over the weekend.
As of press time, only Kabacan
in Notth Cotabato completed the
canvassing of voles. '

“I'he municipality is voting for
its inclusion in the BARMM,”
Jimenez said,

The NPBOC is st to canvass
cight COCs.

As this developed, the provin-
cial government of Maguindanao
asked the Supreme Court to dis-
miss the petitions challenging the
constitutionality of Republic Act
11054 or the Bangsamoto Organic
Taw.

Maguindanao Gowv. lismacl
“Toto” Mangudacaty, in a com-
ment-in-intervention, said there
is no more reason to guestion
the legality of the BOL as there
was overwliclming public suppott

See BOL > Page B6

et ——
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BOL
for it

He cited the resulis of the plebi-
scite in the ARMM, conducted last
Jan. 21, which showed 1,595,731
yesidents voting to ratify the BOL
as against the 246,185 who voted
against it.

Mangudadatu said his province

has voted by a wide matgin in sup-
pozt of the BOL and the creation
of a4 Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region (BARMM) to xeplace the
cuttent ARMM with 599,581 in
support and 9,090 against.

e said the other ARMM prov-
inees and cites also voted in favor
of the BOLs ratification: Basilan
(147 598 against 6,A85); T anao el Sur

(503,420 against 9,735); Tawi-lawi
(151,788 against 9,907);a0d Cotabato
City (36,682 against 24,994).

The BOL replaces the ARMM
with a new Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao,
which would have greater fiscal
autonomy, a regional povernment,
parliament, and justice system. —
Gerard Naval and Ashzel Haclero
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SC asked to

Maguindanao Gov, Esmael Man-
gudadato has asked the Supreme
Court to dismiss the petitions
challenging the constitutionality

of the Bangsamorg Organic Law

that would set up the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Reglon to expand the
territorial jurisciction of the Autono-
mMous Reglon in Musiim Mindanao,

In his comment in Intervention,
Mangudadato cited the Qverwhelm-
Ing vote for the ratification of the
BOL In a plebiscite conducted by the
Commission on Elections,

He told the SC that In Maguln-
danao alone, 599 581 resident-
voters ratifled the BOL ag against
9,096 voters with “No® votes. Aiso,
he sald, the resyit of the Jan, 21
plebiscite in the ARMM showed
that 1,595,731 voterg sald “Yes”

to. BOL compared to 246,185 who
voted "No* . _ -
"The Soverelgn voice of the
ARMM has clearly spoken. Under
the principle of vox Popull suprema
est lex (the volce of the people

 should be the supreme law), we Im-

plore the Honorable Court to abide
by the solemn duty to uphold the
clear and Unmistakable mandate
of the people,” Mangudadato said
in his moticn, ) .

“The majority overwhelmingly
and unequivocally voted for the
ratification of the Bangsamoro
Organic Law and In the final anay-
sis, the indomitable people of the
Bangsainoro Autonomous Region
most certainly deserve every liberal
interpretation of itg Organic Law, R
11054," he also said,
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junk BOL cases

Sought to be dismissed are the
petitions fitae) by the Sulu provinctal
government fed by Goy, Abdusakur
Tan IT and the Philippine Constity-
tion Association, i

RA 11054 was signed into law by
President Duterte In July last year, 1t
expanded the ARMM under the new
BAR with greater fiscal autonomy,
reglonal government, parfiament,
and justice system, :

BAR will be composed of the
current ARMM members — Tawi-
Tawi, Suiu, Basilan, Maguindanao,
and Lanao del Sur, To be added to
the reglon are six municipalities In
Lanao de Norte, 39 barangays In
Cotabate, and the clties of fsabolg
and Cotabatg subject to approval
of the voters in the areas, (Ray
Pana!igan) /ga
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Aqumoss accountablllty

[T HAS been four years since he Ma—u‘

~ masapano magsacre of the PNP Spccml
Action Forces. Jan, 25 came and wenit

with only a somber ceremony to matk.

the occasion at the Philippine National
Police headquarters at Camp Crame,
Many of the widows and relatives of the
44 members of the PNP/SAF comman-
dos could not make it to Crame as they
come from different places in the coun-

try. Some of the victims’ relatives who

were interviewed by media lamented
their loved ones have not been given
justice. As next of kin, too, they have
not been given compensation promised
by the goveriment.

Only one man—former Secnalor
Juan Pone Bnrile—dared speak up as
he called for former President Benig-
no Aquino I['s accountability for the
death of the PNP-SAF comimandos.
Enrile said Noynoy Aquuo should be
held liable for the botched police op-
eration because hie put in charge sus-
pended PNP Police Director General
Alan Purisma in charge of the perilous
imigsion to get terrorist and bomb mak-
er Marwan in MILF territory. 7

Enrile is right. At that time, Puri-
sima no longer had any authority to
petform any official function, much
less a d'mg,uou'; mission that put law
enforcers’ lives at risk.

I think Aqumo s most grievous
crime here is dercliction of duty.
Under the Constitution and as com-
mander in chief of the AIFP and the
PNP, he has a sworn duty fo protect
his men from harm. This, he did not
do. In nearby Zamboanga where he

was fcmed to receive Marwan dead or
alive, Aquino told the AFP top brass
with him to stand down and not send
reinforcement to the beleagucred SAF
commandos, o

The result was that they were biitch-
ercd by a combined forceé of MILF,
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fight-
ers and Abu Sayyaf group,

Sadly, the MILF is the beneficiary of !
an autonomous region ip-Mindanao un-
der the recent plebiscite for the approv-
al of the Bangsamoro Organic Law.

This is why the people néed a Ponce
Enrile in the Senate. The man will

speak up when others would not dare.
&k &

i

bk His most grievous
crime is dereliction of

N

Aquino is facing a slew of other
charges. Together with former Budget
Sceretary Butch Abad and Health Sec-
retary Janet Garin, he is facing liability
for the Dengvaxia dengue vaccine that
has taken more than 50 lives, Initial
findings showed that the Aquino ad-
ministration paid the French manufac-
turer of Dengvaxia millions of pesos
cven before delivery. This is a highly
suspicious transaction considering that
2016 was an clection year. The law
prohibits any such undertaking. Critics
claim Aquino’s Liberal Party needed
the imoney to keep power under the
presidential run of Mar Roxas, h”f‘

To the victors belong the spoils; the
losers take the raps

b
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A /|’ ALAKI ang panga_ngallangan ng bmasapagpapaunlad ng cyber secitrity,
+ 1Y Lsinabini Department of Natlon Defense (DND Secretary Delfm Loremana

| : mtong Lunes. - : e !
" *Ancther concetn s the mcreasmg attacks in cyber space. Prevnous years have
: seen the rise, of cyber threats, whlch can be expected to pers:sts as the vital economic
. and security mechanism become more connected; thus propagating the opportunity:;

- foradversarlal states and even non-stateactors to create digruptionona global scale,”. .

“paliwanag ng kalihim sa kanyang taiumpatl, sa pagdaraos ng National Defense

: College of the Phtllppmes Alamni Forum, na tinawag na “The National Security

-Outlook for the Philippinesin 2019” at ginanapsa loobng National Defense College g

of the Philippines National Defense sa Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, = - Fo -

. Binigyang-diin ni Sec, Lorenzana na dahil malaki ang sakopna kmapapalooban .

ng simpleng pag-atakesa cyber o cyber-attack, higitna kmakan[angan namabigyan.

© ngatensiyonat fugonna makatutulong o mga bagay na maaarmg magmg daan sa

: upang mabawasan ang mga ganitong insidente. - -

- “Bytraordinary attention is required on this matter, Itis 1mportant to note that ;

the Bangladesh Central Bank heistto whicha local bank was implicated must serve

a8 rermnder to strengthen both cml;an ancl m:htary networks * pahwanag ng DND

chlef :

Ayon pa kay Lorenzana, 1smusulpng mya ang pagpapasa ng batas na nag—'ff'
uutos ng maridataryong pagpaparehistro ng mga SIM cardsalo pa ’t maraming -
- improvised explosive devices o mga pampapasabog sa katimugang bahagi ngbemsa -
ang pinapasabog gamit ang mga cellular phones. .- =% - i
* “Idid notask Congress, only {Senator Richard) Gordon 1 asked lum if he could '
sponsor a bill that requires the mandatory registration of SIM cards How w1]l 1t help
us? It makes trackmg crlmmals ea51er pahayag pa ni Lorenzana o
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Duterte to certify military pension reform bill as urgent
By Azer Parrocha February 7, 2019, 9:23 pm

MANILA -- President Rodrigo R. Duterte will certify as urgent a bill reforming the pension
system of military and other uniformed personnel, Malacafiang said Thursday.

‘It was also discussed in the Cabinet meeting the military and uniformed personnel pension
reform bill — this was proposed by the Department of National Defense, which the President
said he will certify as an urgent piece of legislation,” Presidential Spokesperson Salvador
Panelo said in a Palace briefing.

Panelo said Duterte’s decision might have come after some members of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) have “complained” about their pensions.

"Siguro nga may nagrereklamo sa pension nila,
considering na involved na involved ngayon ang Armed Forces (Perhaps they have been
complaining about their pension, considering the Armed Forces is very much involved) in
our fight against communism, rebellion, terrorism,” he said.

Under the proposed law, pension payments for retirees will only start once the retiree
reaches the age of 60.

Panelo said that it would not cost Duterte the support of the military because it is designed
for their benefit.

“Iyong sinasabi mong baka may kung ano 56 to 60, eh gusto nga nila ijyon na hindi pa sila
magre-retire eh. Kasi ‘pag 56 retire ka na, 'di wala ka nang trabaho (What you're saying
about raising the compulsory retirement age from 56 to 60, they'll like that because they
won't have to retire yet. Because when you retire at 56, then you won't have a job),” he said

"Kung 60, puwede ka pang magtrabaho (If at 60, you can still work) — you have additional
four years. In fact, | think that measure is designed for them, for their benefit,” he added.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana earlier said that the bill is a product of a series of
consultations with members of the Inter-Agency Technical Working Group on Military and
Uniformed Services Personnel led by the Department of Finance and the Bureau of the
Treasury. (PNA)
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2 ASG men linked to 2001 Basilan plantation raid nabbed
By Benjamin Pulta February 7, 2019, 4:19 pm

MANILA -- Authorities presented to the media on Thursday the two members of the Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG), who were arrested earlier in Zamboanga Gity.

Harub Jaljalism alias Indal, 45, and Pinky Ani Hadjinulla, 37, were nabbed on Sunday by
virtue of an arrest warrant for muitiple counts of kidnapping and serious illegal detention
issued by the Basilan Regional Trial Court (RTC), in connection with the Golden Harvest

Plantation kidnapping incident in June 2001.

The NBI said that Indal, who was arrested in a canteen in Sta. Catalina, Zamboanga City,
has received bomb-making training for the Radullan Sahiron faction of the ASG and has
reportedly operated in Sulu, Basilan and Tawi-Tawi.

He is the brother of ASG leader Isjanir Saccam Aminudin alias Abu Fatima. He also
escorted international terrorist Abdul Patta Escalon to Tuburan, Basilan, where the latter
distributed uniforms and war fighting equipment to extremists.

Hadjinulla, who was arrested in a shopping mall in Zamboanga City, was positively
identified as one of the abductors in the Golden Harvest incident.

Out of the 15 workers of the plantation who were abducted, five were beheaded while 10
others either escaped or were rescued by government forces. (PNA)
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