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"By ALEXIS ROMERO

- Amid a measles outbreak, President Duterte is taki:i,é;

Martin Andanar said the Presi-
dent would deliver a-mes-

sage about the importance of -

immunization in one of his - was affected by the issue on

speeches. L
T heaid the President will

help (Health Secretary Pran-

cisco Duque ) bring back the
people’s trust in the Depart-
ment of Health’s immuniza-
tion program and the Presi-
dent himself will help in the

communications,” Andanar

told state-run Radyo Pilipinas
last Saturdlay. ,

“I think he will say some-
thing in one of the coming
events,” he added,

Andanar said his agency

', a direct hand in the information campaign that seeks to
. restore the public’s confidence in the government’s im-
- munization program, Malacaftang said yesterday,
. Presidential Communica-
tions Operations Secretary

would “actively support” the

- health department’s informa-

tion campaign. .
- "We will assist them in their
vaccination program, which

Dengvaxia... other immuni-
zation programs were also
affected: Several jllnesses like
measles and pneumonia could
have been avoided (if children
were ghvén immunization),”
Andanar said,

‘Last year, the country’s
immunization rate plunged
to 40 percent from an average
of 70 percent in recent years:
Officials have blamed the drop
on the Dengvaxia controversy,
which erupted after it was

Turn to Page 8



disclosed that the vaccine may
have placed recipients who
never had dengue-fever at
risk of contracting more severe
diseases, o
Duque has attributed the
measles outbréak in various
parts of the country to the
panic caused by the Dengvaxia
fiasco. o
Last week, Duterte ordered
agencies to launch a “vigor-
ous” information campaign
to promote the government's
immunization program.

- Compulsory
vaccination
Members of the House

of Representatives yester-
day called on officials to

dette Dy of Bagong Henera-
syon, Neil Abayon of Aangat
sTayo party-list, 5alvador
"Belaro Jr. of 1-Ang Hdu-
kasyon party-list and-Ron
Salo of Kabayan party-list
also made a similar call.

“Timeis of the essence. This
(blame game) is the last thing
we need at this point. Let's

_ help one another in fighting
this outbreak, We need alt the
help we can get. Now.is the
time to put up a united front so
that our children will be safe,”
Romero said.

Dy, aware of Ausiralia’s
report that a child from Ma-
nila cartried the vitus to them,
called for civil aviation pro-
tocols to screen airline pas-
sengers to keep the virus from
spreading.

“The objective now is to

- inthe government’s

said inn a mix of English and

stop blaming each other.for

the measles outbreak in the*
--country, bul work: instead to

réstore the trust of Filipinos

0 vaccina-

tioni programs. . R
“Right now, the most im-’

_portant message — the only.

message -~ that we need to be

- hearing from evéryone is to as-

sure the mothers. Convince the

-mothers to have their children

vaccinated,” House Deputy
Speaker Rep. Pia Cayetano
Hilipino. .. . :
_ "As we are talking, while
we are pointing fingers, debat-
ing, babies are dying,” the rep-
resentative from Taguig, who
will be seeking re-election in’

keep the measles from spread-:

ing to the rest of the country;
world,” Dy said. - e

Abayon, a registered nurse,

by profession, asked the health

" department to make public the

names of areas whete there are,

confirmed cascs of measles so

that local government officials
will be able to make the ap-.

propriate measures against its

spread. . :
Belaro urged: the Depart-

ment of Education and Com--

mission on Higher Education
to direct all school officials
to take precaulions against
* measles for the health and
safety of their students and
faculty. o
“Schools can be hotspots
of the spread of measles and
other contagious discases be-
cause of population density

the Senate in the May 13 polls,
told reporters in an interview
in La Trinidad, Benguet over
the weekend. . .
Cayetano, principal author
and sponsor: of the Manda-
tory Infants and Children Im-
munization law or Republic

©Act 10152; stressed that there

s an urgent need to end the

““general feeling of distrust”
‘among parents toward the

government’s mandatory im-

.unization program.’

”Since ! heard the
news about the measles
otttbreak I stress its need

_-wh_gn I talk ‘to mothers,
hoping to give them- that

sense of confidence to have
their children vageinated,”
Cayectano said. .
Reps. Mikee Romero of
party-list 1Pacman, Berna-

and vulnerability of children
“and teenagers because of
their health status, so precau-
tions aré necessary,” Belaro
Said. Y # W

Salo, for his part, said poor
familics with members in-
fected with measles can.avail
themselves of the Philippine
Health Insurance Corp. cov-
crage for indigents. He urged
families to immediately go to
hospitals when they see the
symptoms of measles-among
their household.

“Philtealth will be there
for the indigent families.
Measles is covered by Phil-
Health. I is important for
doctors to examine and cure
ihe patients. Life and health
arc precious,” Salo said in
nglish and Filipino.

~ With Delon Porcalla
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The House appropriations committee chair vows action In the Supreme Courtif Budget Secretary _
Benjamin Diokno and Cabinet Secretary Karlo Nograles succeed in their ‘evil scheme.’ A8

FOM At

ByJ .Yap
@degfayaplNQ

Camarines Sur Rep. Rolando
Andaya Jr. on Sunday accused
two Cabinet officials of orches-
trating the restoration of P75
biltion in pork allegedly insert-
ed by budget officials Into the
proposed 2019 appropriations
law but was realigned by law-
makers (o their own projects.
Andaya, chair of the House
of Representatives appropria-
tions committee, said Budget
Secretary Benjamin Dickno and
Cabinet Secretary Karlo No-
grales were maneuvering for the
restoration through the Presi-
dent’s expected veto message on
the P3.8-trillion national budget.
“Now that Congress has ful-
filled its job in correcting the
P75-billion gaffe, Secretaries Dio-
kno and Nograles are back [on]
the drawing board to restore it in

the 2019 GAA (General Appropri-
ations Act) via'a veto message,”
Andaya'said in astatement,

" “This is clear mockery of the
bower of Congress to scrutinize
the- budget,” saict the former
House majority leader,

The Inquirer tried to reach
Diokno and Nograles for com-
ment on Sunday, but they digdn’t
returii calis.

Going te Supreme Court

Andaya vowed to join Sena-
tors Panfilo Lacson and
Franklin Drilon in questioning
the veto message in the
Supreme Court should it reflect
the restoration of the P75 billion
earlier earmarked for projects
under the Department of Public
Works and Highways {(DPWH).

“In case the two Cabinet
members succeed In this evii
scheme of vetoing the (general
appropriations biil) to restore the
P7s-billion insertion, 1 will join
Senators Lacson and Diilon in

‘questioning the veto message [in]

the Supreme Court,” Andaya said,



Earlier, Andaya accused Dio-
kno of inserting the P75 billion
into the DPWH funding under
the National Expenditure Pro-
gram (NEP) to finance projects
that would benefit the budget
chief’s in-laws.

Diokno has denied the alle-
gations. -

The House and the Senate
ratified the 2019 spending bill
on Friday, the last session day of

ance
committee chair, and Camarines Sur Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr, House
appropriations committee chief, show copies of the conference
committae report on the P3.8-trillion spending bill. —JoansoNDOC

the 17th Congress, after a con-
tentious conference that lasted
several days. :

The two chambers agreed to
divert the Pys billion in public
works funds to other projects to
he identified by the legislators
themselves.

_ Presidential veto
The  President, who must
sign the spentling bill within 30

days of receipt or else it lapses
into law, cain veto the entire

- measure ot portions of it. -

Lacson, ‘supported by An-

"~ daya, had urged the President to
" yeto items that “iook and smell

like pork"-—funding - for Iaw-

‘makers’’ projécts ‘intended to

benefit them politically as- well
as financially through kickbacks.

Inhis statemént, Andayasald
Lacson’s observation “that the

" Pys-billion insertion in the NEP

was “a conspiracy between the
DBM (Department of Budgetand
Management) and the previous
House leadership” was correct.
“I find it interesting how the
DBM can maneuver to restore
its P75-billion insertion in the

* final print of the 2019 genetal

appropriations bill,” he said.

He issued an unsolicited ad-
vice to his predecessor No-
grales, who chalred the House
appropriations panel under the
leadership .of former Speaker
Pantaleon Alvarez,

“Be careful with the crafting
of the veto message for it will

just lead back to where it all
started, The public never for-
gets that you were part of the
previous House leadership as
chair of the appropriations
committee,” Andlaya said.

“Both the ‘Senate and the
Housc have realigned the Pys-
billion DBM insertion,” he said,

Clearly pork

“We knew that the funding
source for the insertion was
clearly pork. The infrastructure
projects inserted by the DBM at
4 am. of July 22, 2018, were not
vetted by thé DPWH,” Andaya
said.

‘The House leader, however,
was quick to deflect spray from
Mr. Duterte.

“The President is not part of
the conspiracy between the
DBM and the previous I{ouse
leadership,” he said.

“It will be a great disservice
and disloyalty for few Cabinet
members to drag the Prestdent
into this mess,” Andaya said.

INQ
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- Health sector gets

By PAOLO ROMERO

The health sector got a major bbo_st in

the P3.7-trillion General Appropriations

Bill (GAB), getting over a fifth of the P100-
billion increase in the budgets of several

depar fﬁléﬁté__ and cbhstitutiOnél-."ofﬁce_s
this year. . T e

Reporting to the glcnaty-the hifglﬂiéhts of-
i

the 2019 GAB just before its ratification on
Friday, Sen. Loren Legarda, chairperson of

 the finance committee, said the Department

i

——: of Health’s bud-
get this year got a

~ boost of P21:5 bil-
clion,

clitde P15 billion
. for the upgrading
of hospitals under
- Health ‘Facilities
* Enhancement Pro-
- gram-(HFEP) ‘and
provision of P4.8

billion to complete,

the P7-billion re-

*.The amounts in-

P21.5-B budget boost

quirement for-the hiring of medical

personnel who will manage the facilities, -

Legarda said allocation for medical

assistance for indigent patients has been
likewise'increased. = -

- "We are also providing funds for cancer

- medicines to help cancer patients in cop-

ing with their costly treatment,” she said.

- Sen, Joseph Victor Bjército, chairman of

- the health committee, said the funding for

the HEEP would help ensure the effective
-implementation of the Universal Health
Cate (UHC) Bill. R :
.- Bjercito fought for the restoration of
funding for the HFEP after the Depart-
ment of Budget and Management cut the
allocationforit, .~ : :
- He said the facilities would ensure
the smooth implementation of the UHC
" measure, which includes all Filipinos in
the National Health Insurance Program as
well as bring down to an affordable level.
. the people’s expenses on health setvices
including but not }imited to checkups and
selected laboratory procedures.
‘Congress, the judiciary as well as
- several constitutional offices and depart- -
ménts also got increases in their respec-
tive budgetsin the GAB, .~

Congress got an increase of P1.8 billion

for this year to cover the additional oper-
ating requirement of the Senate and the
Cominission on Appointments, including,
funding for the construction of a new Sen-
ate building, S

The Office of the Vice President’s bud-
get this year will have a net hike of P215
million to fund various social programs of
the OVP intended to improve the life of
the poor and for the special duty allow-
ance of security officers assigned to Vice
President Leni Robredo.

The Department of Education was*
given a budgetary increase of P2.521 bil-
lion to fund various iniliatives including
P800 miilion for the allowanceof teachers
duting the observance of World Teach-
ers’ Day, training, computerization and
school-feeding program.

State universities and colleges will
have an additional P2.8 billion for capital
outlay, among others.

The Depariment of Labor and Employ-
ment will have a net increase of P2,612
billion for emergency aid for distressed
overseas Filipino workers, while the De-
partment of Information and Communica-
tions Technology was given an additional
P2 billion for the natlional broadband and
cybersecurity programs.




~The Depattment of the Interior and
Local Government obtained anadditional
funding of P1.75 biilion for the constrtic-
tion: of the Emergency 911 Command
Center as well as moye capital outlay for
both the Philippine. National Police and
the Bureat of Fire Protection, -
.- The Department of National De-
* fense gotan increase of P3.1 billion to fuind
' Va_rio'u_s'p;-ogra_i11s'includi11g thosé for the
ilegration of Tebel retuences, operating
expenses of the Veterans Memorial Medi-
cal Center and additional allowances for
membets of the Citizens’ Armed Forces
Geographical Units. T
The Department of Public Works and
Highways obtained an increase of P32.92
bilﬁon for.infrastructure projects' while
Depattment of Science and' Technol- -
08y got P450.25 million more to fund
rescarch grants. e
__ The Department of Social Welfare and
Development was given an additional
P3.16 billion for its protective services
- programs as well as for the conistruction
of moré halfway homes for children in
conflict with the law, - SR
The Department of Tourism has P38
- million more while the Nationa] Economic
and Development Authori obtained an
increase of P164.1 million for various re-
search/studies to be undeytaken by NEDA,
including the preparalion of various master
plans of local government ung ts.

The judiciary got a budgetary hike of
P2.1 billion for the constriiction of the
Cagayan de Oro complex and halls of
justice under the Supreme Court as wel
as buildings for the Sandiganbayan and

Court of Appeals.

e,
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EZ*I)utarten to. attend

-;-flnaul Festival -

* BULUAN, Magau!ndanao A]l Is set .
 forthe sgcond visit here of President
~* Duterte on Monday. for the 3rd inall - -
- Fostival, clvillan @nd securlty officials
*’said today.Local authorities led by
p '_Z*Maj Gen. Cltilito Sobejana, head .. *:
' of the Army’s ‘Bt Infantry D!vlsion, o
. -and Gov. Esmael Mangudadatu . © -
. sald Malacahang has confirmed the . -
. visit of the President who will also -
o distrlbute 1, 000 certlfacates of land :
" pwhership award (CLOAs) fo peasantsf :
-~ - the province. Duterte first visited *
L -this provinclal capltal town | on July 22,
~ 2016 10 inaugurate the 4.5- ‘megawatt

bio mass- based power pEaT (Al G
BRSO

150,
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- New Vizcaya cop chief

~assumes post

“BAYOMBONG, Nueva

Vizcaya = Senior Super-
intendent Richard Saave- -
. a public cemetery in San
- Pablo, Isabela on Thurs-
oo days o

* Saavedra, former po- -
-lice director of Siquijor,

dra has assumed his post
as'the new police director
of this province.

replaced Senior Superin-
tendent Jeremias Aglu-
gub, who was relteved
from his post after the
killing of National Demo-
cratic Front consultant
Randy Pelix Malayao on
Jan. 30.

Chief Inspector Geo-
vanni Cejes, Aritao po-
lice chief, who was also
relieved from his post
following the incident,
was replaced by Inspec-
tor Jerome Simeon.

Aglugub and Cejes
were accused of mis-
handling evidence when

they turned over the cell

phones, laptop and other
personal belongings re-
covered from Malayao to
his sister Perla Upano.
Malayao was shot while
sleeping in a bus bound for
Tuguegarao, Cagayan dur-

- ing a stopover in Bafangay
- Darapidap, Aritao. =~

- Malayao was buried at

_Tabak Division

In the military, the

‘Army’s First Infantry

“Tabak” Diviston (ID)

_based in Zamboanga
‘del Sur has a fiew com-

mander. . - -
- ‘Brig. Gen. Roberto An-
can replaced Maj, Gen,
Roseller Murillo, who

is retiting from military
service, according to Lt.

- Col. Lottie Villanueva,

Army public affairs of-
fice chief.

- Aty chief Lt. Gen,
Macairog Alberto led the
turnover ceremony on
Thursday. Lq

Ancan is former com-
mander of the 1002nd
“Bagwis” Brigade based
in Sarangani and chief
of staff of the 3rd ID in
Capiz, ~ Victor Martin,
Michael Punongbayan

‘]
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LAWYERS’ LAMENT

GOPS FlSHIN[i FOR INF[I VS HEI]S NUT THYING T0 SOLVE

MURDER OF NOFP PEACE CONSULTANT

BAGUIO CITY—A police law-
sult against friends and family
members of slain peace talks
consultant Randy Felix Malayao
was meant only to fish for infor-
mation about commiinist rebels
and not solve his murder, ac-
cording to a member of the Na-
tional Union of
Lawyers (NUPL) on Friday.
NUPL iawyer Edu Balgos
was charged on Feb. 6 with
grave threats, grave coercion
and obstruction of justice he-
cause of his.role in retrieving
Malayao’s laptop, phones and
his other belongings from the

People’s -

‘Nueva Vizcaya police,”
Also’ charged ‘were ‘Balgos’. -
wife, Rina, and Malayao’ S sister

PerlaUtpans, = = .,

Palice accused them of tak-
ing materiat evidence,

A consultant of the National
Democratic Front of the Philip-

pines (NDFP) in peace talks with -

the Duterte administration,
Malayao was shot dead at dawn
on Jan. 3¢ as he'slept inside an
Isabela-bound bus that.made 3
pit stop at the Nueva Vizcaya
town of Aritao.

‘Police released - Malayao's
belongings tc: Urpano at mid-

" night of Jan;_;‘ao.-

*  Relieved

Senior  Supt.  Jeremias

‘Aglugub, Nueva Vizcaya police

chief, and Chief Insp. Geovanni
Cejes, Atltao police chief, were
sacked for mishandling the in-
vestigation,

Cejes filed the complaints
against the Balgos couple and
Urpano a day before Malayao
was buried on Feb, 7 at the San
Pablo Cemetery.

“Let us not forget that Randy
Malayao is the victim here, his
Faniily is still grieving and the PNP

is putting unnecessary pressure
on them,” said Balgos, who helped
Matayao's family when they re-
claimed Malayao’s helongings.

“I'he police showld focus on
the evidence they. have,” he
said.

Objective
“But they are hell-bent on lay-

ing their hands on Randy’s cell-
phones and laptop,” Balgos said.

“This only shows that police
are not really trying to solve the
killing but actually want to fish
for information,” he added.

Balgos did not explain what

kind of data Malayac had been
keeping in his devices.

Unknowi data

He, however, sald police
willingly released Malayao’s be-
longings.

“His family stayed to assert
their right to his personal be-
longings until the police gave in
at around midunight,” Balgos
said. )

Sections 1 and 2 of the Bill of
Rights state that a slain victim's
nearest kin was entitled to his
or her belongmgs the NUPL
lawyer said. i

Y

Edlre Qlalia, NUPL pyesident,
said policemen invesligating
the murder of Malayao "are act-
ing again like keystone cops of
the early 1900s.”

"How could an investigation
be credible and competent
when preconceived and biased
inflexible conclusions come be-
fore the facts and premises?”
Olalia said in a statement.

He was referring to a nelu
account that said police are
looking into a fallout between
Malayao and the New People’s
Army as a motive for Malayao’s
kilting. - kimBerRLIE QUITASGL INQ
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'Manhunt on versus heavy

eqmpment-burmng tebels

Governiment forees have tauirched a "

"manlmnt agdmst some 15 members o

New People’s-Ariny (NPA) wlw‘tmched s
on Fllday several heavy equlpment that:
“were being’ IISB{I for a dain. pmject in

Inhnta, Queion,

He added they will exhaust al!

“the suspects.

Chief Supt; Edward Garranza condemned
the act and vowed to bring the SUspects

 before the bar of justice,
J Carranza said the teuousts
,torched three backhoes and a

bulldozer being used for Kaliwa
Dam project in Sitlo Queborosa in

Barangay Magsaysay, Infanta

.

+ ‘Upon knowledge 'of the mcldeht I
mmwd!atcly divected my reen.to (Iouble '

titeir efforts in solving the case and

© assure that the nesponsib!e persons
-owill be put, hehind bars,” Carranza said.

Mo added they are now comdinatmg

,;_} with the Atmed Forces of the Philippines
means to track down mld arrest . : of the Philippi

for the arrest ofthe perpetr atms of the

© o incident,
Descubmg the attackels as teuonsts
Calabarzon police regional office head-";

* “We will not a]]ow thesoe terrovists to

" continie committing and sowing violence
" in ouy communities,” he satd. _
He added they will exhaust all moans

to track down and arvest the suspects,

Infanta police chief Lowell Atienza
said the burned hoavy equipment
are owned by the Northern Builders
Corporation,
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By MARTIN A. SADONGDONG :

The Phillppine National Police
criticized the New People's Army
Saturday after three backhoes and
a bulldozer used in a road-widening
project for the construction of a
dam In Infanta, Quezon were
burned by suspected communist
rebels over the weekend,

Chief Supt. Edward Carranza,
director of the Philippirie Nationa
Police Region 4-A or the Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, and
Quezon area, said at least 15 NPA
irebels are belfeved to be behind
the arson incident, _

According to Chief Insp. Lowell
Atienza, chief of the Infanta
Municipal Police Station, they
recelved a report from a concerned
citizen that the communist rebels
raided a construckion site in Sitio
Queborosa in Barangay Magsaysay

around 6:30 a.m. Friday and’

burned some. equipment.
Atienza sald investigators were

Immediately dispatched to verify

the Incident and it turned out

NPA mbels burn
heavy equipment
for road project

that lndeed three backhoes and
& bulldozer ‘owned by Northern

. of the P12, zbillion Kaliwa Dam

Builders Corp. were burned by
the still unidentified NPA rebels,

Carranza sald the burned
equipment was used in a road-
widening work for the construction

project,

The Kaliwa Dam project is
expected to provide an additional
600 million liters of water a day
to the province and other nearby
areas, including Metro Manila,
according to authorities,

Carranza sald the police have
coordinated with the military to
identifly the perpetrators of the
arson Incldent and make them .
pay for what they did. |

“The Calabarzon top cop |
appealed to the public to reach '
ouk to them should they have any .
helpful Information that could
iead to the location of the rebels.
The Calabarzon police could be
reached through their hotlines
09457644414 and 0908777-
9992, {/
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Dutertc warns rebels lo keep off May 2019 polls

1/ 6y GENALYN D, KABILING |

Communist rebels should “not
mess up” the May midterm elections
ifthey wantto have ashot at the peace
talks with the government, President
Duterte declared recently.

. The President asked the Com-
-munist rebels to respect the demo-
cratic process even if they don't fa-
yor somie candidates in the polls.

" “Kayong mpa komunistang na-

kikinig [To the communists] if you
theally find it in your heart to be a par-
ticipant of an exercise of the people
to choose their candidate, kindly do

not mess up with it,” Duterie said in’

his visit to Albay last Friday,
- “If you still want me or maybe

LA AR

L AT Metps et IR B4 2O AL B . - N R o s S eened Al g

hopmg to tdlk lo me wnth the re-

malning three years, I'd like you'to -
dent offered to resume the peace

_talks with the local Communist

Lonor this t1a(11tion of oy pcople "
he added. S

Dutclte asa;ertcd that 1'ebcl.sj'

have no business.intetlering in the
upcoming cleclions as he renewed
his eall for them to stop extorting
money from people in (,xchauge for
“permits.”

“Hindi na halp sabihm mla na -

palaug aso ang ugali niyan. That
is none of your bushiess because
if it Is the will of the people, kanya
na... That's democracy. Wata tay-
ong magawa (It does not mafter if
they behave like dogs. That is none

*of your business because if it is the

" Wo can t do_anythmg],” he said,

" In the same specch, the Presi-

group if its members would stop
their extortion activities, He said
he would not order the arrest of the
rehel negotiators and even shoulder
their hotel expenses during the du-
ration of the peace negotiations,
“Ang mga NPA, kayo nakikinig
kayo ngayon, kung gusto talaga

_ninyeng tumulong, step the extor-

tion...You will have to stop extorting
money and ‘yung taxation ninyo
[The NPAs, it yow're listening today,

if you want to help, stop the extor-
. tion. You will have to stop exforting

will of the pcoplu, that’s democracy ' money and taxation],” he said.
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Duterte sa NPA: ‘Wag manggulo

‘Wag mnang isipin ng mga
komunistang rebelde na guluhin
ang midterm elections sa Mayo kung
gusto nilang natuloy pa ang peace
talks sa gobyerno, ito ang idineklara
ni Pangulong Rodrido Dulede
kamakailan, ‘

Hiniling -ng Valasyo sa mga

" komunistang rebelde na irespeto ang

demokealikong prosesokahitna hindisila
pabor saitang kandidatosa halalalan.
“Kayong mga komunistang
nakikinig, if you really find it in your
heart to be a participant of an excrcise
of the people tochoose their candidate,
kindly do not mess up withit,” sinabi i
Dulertesa pagbisita niyasa Albay nitong

Biyemeé. o ST o
Idiniinni Duterténa hindi nadapat

nakikialam ang mga rebelde sa halalan

at muling nanawagan sa kanilanaitigil
ang pan&ingil_di ng pera kapalit ng

- “permits.

"Hindina bale sabilinnildna parang
asoang ugaliniyan. Thatis noneof your’

" business because if it is the will of the

WQ le, kanya na... That's democracy.
ala layon%magawa,” aniya, _

Sa parchong talumpati, nag-alok
st Dulerte na ituloy ang usapang
pangkapayapaan sa local communist
group ka;l)(ag itinigil ng mga miyembro
nito ang kanilang pangtngikil. Sinabi
niya na hindi niya ipanarestoang rebet

sa eleksiyon

 negotiatorsatsasagutinpaang kanitang

gistusin sa hotel sa panahon ng peace *
hegoliations. S

“Ang mEa INPA, kayo nakikinig
kayongayon, kung gusto talaga ninyonﬁ
tumulong, stop theextortion.. You wi
have tostop extorting money and "yung
taxationninyo,” aniya. i

“lwill guaranteena ako na mismo
ang gagastos sa tatks. You can come
courtesy of the money of the peopleof
the Philippines. Walaakeng pera. You
carcome and be billeted insimple hotels
because huxury is not for us and youcan
come in peace, Hindi kayo hubihin,”
idinugtong niya, ;
Genalyn Kahiling {

3
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Palace to communist -
rebels: Accept defeat

BY RALPH U. VILLANUEVA

ALACAI:IAN G on Sunday urged
anew Communist Party of the
i.Philippines (CPP) founding

chalrman Jose Maria Sison and his
comrades to end their arm struggle and

rejoin society,

“lt Is time to rejoin society. There
is nothing dishonorable in accept-
ing defeat. Theére isanother path for
change other than armed struggle.
tilipinos cannot continue killing
Filipinos,” Palace spokesman Sal-
vador Panelo said in a statement.

"Sison must step down from his
ivory tower and extend his hands

for peace, for his own sake, for his

followers, for the Filipino people,
for his country he loves so weil,”
he added.

In a speech on Lriday, President
Rodrigo Duterte said he was will-
ing to reopen peace negofiations
with the communist rebels if they
stopped their extortion or “revolu-

tlonary laxes. _

‘Speaking on the Presidenit’s of-
fer; Panelo said of Sison: “To miss
this golden opportunity will only
reduce him toa historical footnote

and thrown him into the dustbin

of history. That will be tragic and
stich a waste,” he said,

Sison rejected Duterte’s de-
mand, saying it was an insult to
the revolutionary movement as

it would résult in the “suicide” of

their government.

“The people’s government needs
financial resources foradministra-
tion and social programns, includ-

ing publiceducation, fand reform,

raising produétion, health and

sanitation, people’s self-defense,

cultural work, and so on,” he said,
o

Mocking Sison'sstatements, Pan-
elo said: “Oh., they have a govern-
ment? The armchair illusory rebel
chieftain must be running berserk
with his imagination,” he satd.

“No wonder his ground forces
no longer follow him. He has to
wake up from his daydreaming lest
he gets a nightmare that will cut
short his bourgeoisie lifestyle in
The Netherland,” he added,

. Duterte terminated peace talks
between the government and the
communists in November 2017
amid (he rebels’ continued attacks
on state troops. K2

He then declared the CPP and
its armed wing, the New People’s
Army, terror organizations and
ordered the arrest of rebel leaders.

T
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Lets

By Nat Mariano

 Palace daresJoma:

{ OMMUNIST Party of the Philippines founding

chairman Jose Ma. Si
his ivory tower and a

son should step down from
ccept the government’s

offer of reviving the peace talks itistead, the Palace said

on Sunday.

Presidential  spokesman  Salvador
Panelo slammed Sison for immedi-
ately rejecting the “softened statice” of
President Rodrigo Duterte on resuining
peace negotiations.

them,” Panelo said.

In a speech on Priday, Duterte
said he would resume the peace
talks with communist rebels if the
NPA stopped its collection of revo-
lutionary taxes, which he said was a
form of extortion.

Sison, however, rebuffed the condi-
tion set by the President, saying the
“people’s government... (needs) finan-
cial resources for administration and
social progiams,” .

“Oh, they have a government? The
armchair illusory rebel chieftain must
be running berserk with his imagina-

“Instead of welcoming the President’s
softéning of his hardline stance on no
peace talks with the local communists
unless it puts a Stop to the extortion,
he (Sison) considers it as an insult to

tion. No wonder his ground forces no
longer follow him. He has to wake up
from his daydreaming lest he gets a
nightmare that will cut short his bour-
geoisie lifestyle in The Netherlands,”
Panelo said,

“Sison must step down from his
ivory tower and extend his hands for
peace; for his own sake, for his fol-
lowers, for the Filipino people, ‘for
his country he loves so well. To miss
this golden opportunity will only re-
duce him to a historical footnate and
thrown him into the dustbin of his-
tory,” he added,
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Palace twits ‘defeated’

By Kristina Maralit

the society.

struggle.

Tfe, however, cited several conditions.

The armchair ilusory rebel
chieftain must be running
berserk with his imag_ination.

Ono of them is for the New People’s
Avmy, the CPP's armed unit, to stop its
collection of revolutionary-taxcs which

Mr. Duterte said is a form of extortion, -

Sison responded by calling the
President’s remarks more of an “insult
to the revolutionary movement than
to express willingness to resume
negotiations.”

Panelo, however, defended the Chief -

Executive by saying the “noble cause”
started by Sison more than five decades
ago has deprived the country of young,
idealistic teaders. .

% Describing Communist-Party of the-l__’hilippincs
 (CPP) founding chairman Jose Maria Sison ds-ai
Jtusory armchair vebel chieftain, Malacaitang on
Sunday urged him to just accept defeat and vejoin

In a statement; prejsidential sl)ORGSLhéill Saf;lv'a(lpr
Paxelo chidéd Sison and calted on him to explore
__another path for-change other the_m _'ar_mecl

Panclo was reacting to an earlier .
. statement by Sisén who deseribed
“. as an Insult cdnditions set by
ident Rodrigo Duterte

oma

before restarting peace negotiations
between the govexnment and the
_communist rebels, R
“Instead of welcoming the President’s
softcning of his hardline stance on 1o
peace talks with the local communists
unless it puts 4 stop to thoir collection of
revolutionary taxes which is a cupherlsin
for extortion, e consldors it as an insult
-to them,” Panclo said.
wThe armehaiv ilusory rebel chieftain
fnust be running berserk with his
ifagination,.No ‘wondor his grourd
forces no longer follow him,” ho added.
“ In a gathering. of barangay officials
in Legazpl, Albay last week, the
President talked about the possibility
of reopening the suspended peaco talks
with communist groups.

“A handful of them managed to stay
alive, and now, like Sison, are in the
twilight of their lives, still hoping to
overthrow the existing political order
tiey falled to do for fiffy-two years,”
he said,

The official also stressed that the
self-eyile_d cormnunist leader must step
down from his ivory tower and extend
tho olive branch “for peace, for his own
sake, for the Filipino people, for his
country he loves so well.™ ‘

“Filipinos cannot continug killing
Filipinos,” Panclo expressed.

4T miss this golden opportunity will
only reduce him to a historical footnote
and thrown him into the dustbin of

history. That will be tragic and such a

waste,” he added.



Contrary to reports on social media,
final list of appointees to the Bangsamoro Transition
Authority (BTA), tire Office of the Pres

-on the Peace Process (OPAPP) clarified

“The list being circulated on
various social media platforms
is fake,” OPAPP said in a state-

“ment, “The final and official

names of appointees will only
come from the President.”

“r Included in the supposed

+ilist are Moro Tslamic Liberation

“Front chedrman Al Haj Murad,

 The OPAPP advised the pub-
lictobe “prudent and judicious,

_BY JOSERODELCLAPANO

there is still no  about what they sce and share
_ on  on social media.” o
idential Adviser. - - President Duterte isexpected
: -to announce the membets of the
ber body that will over-
ee the interim gbvernment of
i the Bangsamoro ‘Autononivits
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM) during a three-year
transition period,
‘The creation of the BTA is
rovided under the Compre-
President hensive Agreement on the
: Bangsamoro sighed between

" MILE {rice. chairrman G_l_ia‘é *Organic Law (BO
~Jaafar, MILF chief negotiator it
Mohagher Igbal and Abdullah

Macapaar, alias Commander

del Norte voted-aga:

The OPAPP said ith
mitted hames of the nominees
to the Office of the
for roview,

the govermment and the MILE
on March 27,2014, . e
Malacafiang. had eatlier said

* the BARMM would bein place as

soon as the Presidant constitutes
the BTA, unless. the Supreme -
Court nullifies the Bangsamio 0.

The efitite o vl

_ st tHE i
clusion of its six. towns in the
BARMM; duiring ‘the plebiscite
onjan, 21,

In North Cotabato, 61 baran-
gays initsseven (owns voted for
inclusion in.the BARMM.
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; PLEBISCITE

BY WILLIAM B. DEPASUPIL

79 OVERNMENT
__officials, the
Similitary and
even election officials
allegedly conspired
| with the
EXCLUSIVE ' o Is.
lamic Liberation Front
(MILF) ahead of a Jan-
uary 21 referendum
to ensure Cotabato
City would fall un-
der the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM), Cotabato
City Mayor Frances
- Cynthia Guiani Sayadi

claimed on Sunday.
Sayadi told The Manila Times the

»ConspiredA2

[
4



L CONSPIRED FROM Al

Govt, MILF

MILE which secure_d wtderaut_onomy

- under a 2014 peace deal and.is

expected to lead the Barmm, sent

20,000 men to polling places across -
thecity and encountered no remslance

from the military.

Sayadi said the MILF was bent'ﬁ

on taking canirol of Cotabato City

. througl the BARMM because it was .
the only progressive city within the -

existing Autonomous Regian in -

Muslim Mindanag (ARMM) but was
not part of it,

Thus, Cotabato City needed tovole

chringtheJanuary 21 plebiscite to ratify
the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) if
ftwanted tojointhe BARMM. The “Yes”
“vote won, with 36,682 \fotes, versus
24,994 “No" votes.

“they have plans of lilaking it

as the capital of BARMM," Sayadi

" said. “They want Cotabato City
because compared to other cities

- we have the biggest malls, the big-
gest internal revenue allotment
{share of national goveriment tax
collections), and the city is muld-
awarded,” she alleged.

Sayadi said the presence of MILY
men, some in uniform and with
firearms, resulted in the massive dis-
enfranchisement of registered voters.

“There was really a conspiracy
[among the members of the plebiscite
commitiee or board of election in-
spectors, the military and the police).
Registered voters were not able tovote
[because they were being harassed
and intimidated by members of the
MILE),” Sayadi claimed.

“We're tatking here of approxi-

mately 20,000 MILF members’

inside Cotabato City. They were
already in Cotabato three days
before the January 21 plebiscite,”
she added.

Village chiefs
detained

The mayor also alleged that on the
eve of the plebiscite, she was in con-
stant commumication with military
officials, who, she said, assured her
that the military had a standing oi-
der to disperse the MILF members.

“They {military) told me that
they will remove the MILF around
polling centers, and they will no

o

~longer be there in the moming. So

there's nothirig fo worry. I havealot -
of text Jmessages] to Gen. [Cirilito] -
 Sobejana {military conunander)

._and his answelswerealways ‘noted, -

noted, copy, but 1o correspondmg
action,” she further said. .
- Onthe day of the plebiscite, 24 of
the 37 village chiefs were instructed
to'go to the headguarters of the

Philippine Army's 6th Infantry Divi-
_slon to'attend aseminar o what is
p‘rohibi ted oh election day.

* But they were practically détained
dnd were only released, Sayadi said,
wheri-she-called the- conumndmg
officers (o release them.

- The series of events, the mayor
stressed, only proved that events
that transpired in Cotabato City
were all “preplanned.” 7

“Bven before that, Presidential
Peace Adviser retired general Carlito
Galvez told me that Cotabato City
would bé placed under Comelec
control. It seems that General
Galvez has already made a plan,”
she added.

Teachers replaced

She also pointed out that pott
workers who replaced teachers '
who had failed to report for poll
duties because of threats, were
not registered voters of Cota-
bato City and not government
teachers. They were confirmed
sympathizers and supporters of
the BOL, Sayadi said,

Even the Commiission on Elections,
she pointed out, tefused to fumnish her
the copies of certified certificates of -
canvass from Cotabato City.

“There was really a conspiracy,”

* she said,

The mayor said the MILF also did
itin Isabela City and Lanao del Sur,
but did not succeed because there
were only a few members of the
MILE there, unlikein Cotabato City,
which was enly an hour away from
Camp Darapanan, the headqmners
of the MILE

She admitted getting informa-
tion prior to the MILI"s action, but
said she felt confident that nothing !
would happen because of the assur-
ances given to her by the military.

“If 1 was only told by the military
that they would not take action on
the presence of MILE we could have
prepared,” she added.
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‘Moves synchronlzed'
- during Sabah crisis

‘ Bv Parsaus Echeminada -

Fonnel Pl'csi(lelxt-"

5Benigno Aquino and

Ll

‘the Lahad Dalu standoff

to coordinate thejr -

‘actions, the late crown
‘prince of the Sultanate of

‘Sulu rovealed it 4 March
2013 as the incident -

raged.
-~ Aguiino and NaJib

were belleved to -have
tightly coordinated -
during the- standoff that:

v former Malayslan Prime -
% Minister Abdul-Najib
~Rajak had set-up a
“hotline al, the height- of -

“led to suspzcions t]lat the -
_“Aquine administration:.
‘synchrotized its actions
- with that of Malaysla, if -
ot Aquine was-taking -
dn gct ovders from Najib. *
Raja -Mudah
Aghimudidin Kiram,
brother of the:fermer
Sulu Sultan Jamalul
Kivam 111, led more than
1,000 fol[oweis i1 the
* Lahad Datu siege in 2013, .
He.returncd to Sulu after
the Sabah siege, It died
. 'm 2016,
~The group of Kiram
Turirto page 2

Page: 1 .

Aquino became the spokesman for Najib-and he ‘was the one who urged the -
y and police actmn to anmhllate our group _

From page 1

landed in Lahad Datu on 16
February 2013 after there was
negotiations but he sald Aquiro
“who was in direct contact with
Najib did not make any offort to
“help the group of Kiram.
~ Aquino even warned the
group of Kiram to give up and
:‘surrender to the Malaysian
L ;secuuty forces.

;o Aquino, at tho thue, issued a
statgment which called; short
‘of ordering, the followers

-of Kiram to surrendex
“anconditionally which was
“the same demand of Najib

1 what he called as Sabah
‘invaders.

stand of helping us, Aquino
re-the spokesman for: Najib
was: the one wlw urged:

the Malaysmns to take military -

“Knam told me 1ts' Thistory

and police action to annihilate
our group,” he sald. -

The military and police
operations started on 1 March

2013 and lasted seven days.
Kiram and 36 others eluded -

the Malaysian gecurity forces
but they were arrested when they
arrived In Tawi-Tawi upon orders
of Aquino.

Kiram died in Sinunlo, Tawl-
Tawi in 2014 due to cardiac
arrest. '

Rekindling a feud
Kiram warned that Najib
wanted to resurrect a centuries-
old fend between the Sultanate
of Sulu and the Tauspgs who
are mostly members of the

Moro National Liberation Front -

(MNLF) and the Maguindanao
tribes of the Moro Islamic
Liberation Fm:n%;g LF).

ropeating itself,” Idjivani said, He
said with the finat peace accord
between the gavérnment and the
MILT, the rebel group’s gueritlas
now form part of security forces

that coordinate with Malaysia

in monitoring.the movement of
MNLF which stilt has a numhm
of strongholds in Sabah,

«. “Malaysia with the help of the
Philippine government ig-now.
again: pxttmg the. Tausug and
Maguidanao ;people to protect
8abah. The Malaysians are
now the modem-iay Spamsh

conqmsta(lOls, he sald

ial

Noynoy kowtows

Aguino, at the time, issued a

statement which called, shoxt of
ordering, the followers of Kiram
to surrender uncondltmna]ly,
which.was the same demand of.

y Najlb on. what lua ca}le(l as Sabah

-mvadels.

" The stateiﬁent of Aquino was
a total :surrender while laier
indicating that the cause. of the

“country rec]almmg Sabah “is
Vhopeless

Kirany, the ‘Sulu Sultfm,
complained that the Sultanate

“was' not conisulted regarding

the Framework Agreement on
the Bangsamoro, tho lettor
.which the Sulu Sultanate sent
10 Malacanang, Aquino said,
was’ 1osL in “the buroauctatic

-maze." y

i ’....

Klram toltl mo it’s history

. repeatlng itself

€

The ftghtlng whlch stmted in
_Lahad.Datu later on spread’ to
“other parts of Sabah. Some rebel
groups joined the expedition who
were suspecled members of the
MNLF ' .
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troops in Sulu - -

7 By FRANGIS T, WAKEFIELE

Army Chief Lt Gen. Macairog S, Albertd

visited treops in Jolo, Suiu, on Friday,

Alberto was welcomed by 11th Infantry -
Division (1ith 11) Commander, Brig Gen. -
Divino Itey Pabayo Jr. and was also apprised .

of the security situation in the area. :

Army Spokesman Lt. Col. Louie Villan-
ueva, said Alberto visited Sulu as aresult of
successive incidents in the area where Army
troops were heavily involved. -

Two bombings occurred on January 27
at Mt. Carmel Church in the town of Jolo
where 22 persons were killed including five
Army personnefand injured about a hundved
others. . : .

The incident prompled the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) to launch massive opera-

" tions following the divective of President Duterte
to pursue and destroy the perpetrators.

Almost two weeks ago, the 5{h Scout
Ranger Battalion clashed with the Abu
Sayyaf, which resulted in the death of eight
soldiers and the wounding of 18 others.

Villanueva said Alberto met with awound-
ed Army soldier confined at Kuta Heneral
Teodolfo Bautista Station Hospilal in Jolo,
Suln and another 12 soldiers at Camp Gen-
cral Basilio Station Hospital at the Western
Mindanao Command (WestMinCom) in
Zamboanga Cily.

© Jifteen soldiers arc being treated for
wounds suffered during the Jolo hombingand -
the counter-terrorism operations in Palikul.
Alberto also extended financial assistance

" to cach personnel to boost their morale as he

expressed his gratitude and appreciation for
their sacrilices and dedication.

Recently, in line with the directive of Presi-
denit Rodrigo Dulerte, the Philippine Army
provisionally established the 11th 1D which
took effect on December 1, 2018.

‘The creation of the new infantry division
aims to strengthenthe AFP’scurrent troop de-
ployment in Sulu as well as to have apermanent
presence and dedicaled force that will address
ihic peace and order problem inthe area.

~ «Moreover, one of the priority thrusts of

the Philippine Army now is the jimprovement
“of its miedical heaith services and support

capabililics in order {o address and meet the
demand ofour Lroops’ survivability in combat.
Medical treatment facilities and procedures
are continuously being upgraded to be re-
gponsive to the eperational requirements of
the tactical units,” Villanueva said.

“Amidst the eurrent situation, the Philip-
pine Army shall continue 10 move, innovate
and strategize to generate a ground force that
is docisive, resilient and agile and can provide
the necessary support and capability to end
all threats.”
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By FRAMCIS T WAREI‘IFLD

?:’”f “ghe Office of the _Ple.sldentldl
Adviser on the Peace Process
(OPAPP) Sunday clarificd that
ik, there is as of yet no final and of-
ficia! list of appoinlecs for the Bangsamoro
Transition Authority (BTA).

In a statement, OPAPP gaid the list
being civeulated on vatious soclal media
platforms is false and people should not
believeit.

- The Jist that has beer# circulating on.

social media allegedly composed the 41
nominecs to the BTA, the body that will
serve as interim government in the incom-
ing Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in

Lo yagwat

nummmm
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nointees list still up
for approva!

Mustim Mindanao. (BARMM) un‘ul its first
elections in 2022, -

The puiported list mcluded Moo Is-
{ami¢ Liberation Front (MILF) Chairman

Al Ha} Murad Ebrahim, MILF vice chair-
man Gha7all Jaafar, MILF Peace Imple-
menting Panel chairperson -,
Mohagher Igbal and Abdullah Maca—
paar alias Cominander Bravo,
. Justlike Mutad, most of those included

“inthe list are from Maguindanao.

"o date, OPAPP has’ transmitted

the list of nominees to'the Olfice of the
President for review. The final and official

names of appolntees will only come fiom

" the President,’ OPAPP said.,

"OPAPP advises the public to be pru-

dent anid judicious about what they seo and

* share on soclal media,' it added,

President Rodrigo Duterte Is expected
toname 80 appolntees to the BTA, majorily

- of whom are MILF members.

_ The MILE meanwhile, has alveady dis-
owne the alleged list and éncourage ne-
tizens to delete it from their social media
aceounts to avold sowing confusion..

Presidential Peace Adviser Secretary
Carlito Galvez Ju, earlier said President
Duteite is counung on the soon-to-be con-
stituted 80-member Bangsamoro Transi-
tion Authority (BTA) to ensure- “effeclive
governance” in the proposed new autono-
mous region,

Galvez said they started to 'vet the

people to constitute the BTA or the interim
government in the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region and submit their names to
the President for approval. .

- According to Galvez, Duterte wants the;

BTA members to have “no record of coi-

ruption” and be “sincere public servants.”
“The President said there should be

good governance, effective governance.

Tiven if the law is good but then we. can-

net imple- - '

ment it

well 50 the

President’s

prerequi-

sites were

the person

must have no record of corruption and they
ave sincere public servants,” Galvez said,
~ Qalvez said the MILF Has nominated
41 representatives to the BTA and the gov-
ernment 39 individuals, Of the BTA nomi-
nees, nine come from the Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF),
“It will be muiti-sectoral ind there will

be equitable representation from the dif-
ferent provinces,” Galver sald,
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BY DEMPSEY REYES -

LMOST two years after it was declared
3 liberated from terrorists, MaraWi'City,

#.capital of Lanao del Sur province in southern
danao, was still filled with unexploded

ordnances, causing delay in its rehabilitation, the
Armed Forces of the Philippines said on Sunday.

** Brig. Gen. Edgard Arevalo, mili-  air bor ) milit
| , mbs dropped by milit
tary spokesman, said around 40 the Masat sions
aqnexploded ordnances, mosrlly in 2017, wete yet to be retrieved.

‘came from an air assault and went

directly to the ground.

“That is why there is a need for
us to detect where these are and
we need to be careful in retrieving
these items,” he added.

Arevalo said authorities were
able to “clear” 80 percent of the
main battle area in Marawi City.

The fighting between govern-
ment troops and the Islamic
State-inspired Maute Group
lastedt five months, from May to
October in 2017.

aircraft during the Marawi siege

The government is having a
havd time in completely reha-
bilitating Marawi.City, which
was still in ruins when Gen.
Benjamin Madrigal Jr., the
military chief, visited the former
battle ground.

Arevalo clarified that the military’s
role in Maraivi was only to support
Tagk Force Bangon Marawi, which
was primarily in charge of rehabili-
tating the besieged city.

“We cannot do this alone, the
Armed Lorces is just part of it.

Unexploded bombs stil

_ ‘This was based on the informa-
tion from Col. Romeo Brawner
Ir, commander of the Philippine
Army’s 103rd Infantry Brigade, ac-
cording to Arevalo,

I asked him (Brawner)
about that and he said there are
around 40 more [unexploded|
ordiances that we still need to
recover,” he said in an interview
over dzRH radio,

Recovering the unexploded
bombs would be hard, Arevalo
said, because some of the bombs

What | have been explaining to
the public is this is not just an
ordinary digging like what we
are doing in digging for yams,”
he explained.

" “I'his requires a lot of processes
because even if we locate all of
those [ordnances] that need to be
focated, we still have to observe
cetlain procedires, even with those
who have expertise in ordnances,
but they are the ones who could
help in unear%ng these items,”
Arevalo said.
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Marawi rehab:
49 bombs yet
to be found

BY VICTOR REYES

NEARLY 50 unexploded hombs
have yet to be recovired from
- Marawi City which was ravaged in
2017 by a five-month armed con-
flict between government forces
and the Maute terror grovp, the
Armed Porces said yesterday,
The delayed recovery of the 49
bombsy, alt delivered by the military
during the five-month conflict
from May to Octaber 2017, is
delaying the rehabilitation of the
city, said ATP spokesman Brig.

MARAWI

several barangays in the city in May
2017, prompting President Duterte
to declare martial in the entive Min-
danao. The eonflice lelt over 1,000
terrorists, soldiers, policemen, and
civilians dead.

Arcvalo said a private firm
contracted by the government for
the rehabilitation of Marawi City
is helping in the detection and
recovery of the ordnance, He said

Gen, Ldgard Arevalo,
The Maute Group occupied

the job is not as easy as harvesting
“kanote” or sweet potatoes.
“Ihese will have to be retrieved
with the help of the winning
contractor, ‘The ordnance were
specifically difficult to retrieve be-
cause they are either buried deeply
or are underncath buildings and
collapsed structures,” said Arevalo.
Arevalo said the military,
theough the Army’s 103rd Bri-
gade udler Col. Romeo Brawnert,
is exerting all efforts to recover the

Soe MARAWI > P

unexploded ordnance. “We cannot
do this alone, The Armed Forces
is just part of it,” he safd.

“We still have mote than 40
(bownbs) to recover up to now... Its
not like harvesting kamotewhich you
will just dig and get. This requites a
tedious process,” said Arevalo,

“Iven if you locate them, you
just cannot uneatth them, We still
have to observe certain procedutes,
We need ondnance experts who can
help because this is a very difficult

and dangerous mission,” he also said.

Arevalo said some of the bombs
wele dropped by military planes.

“If it came from our aircraft,
delivered from ajg, these are deeply|
buried, That's why we nced to de-
tect whete they arc area and need
to catefully recover them,” he said.

Arevalo said the presence of]
these unexploded bombs poses
danger to Marawi residents and
the people who are tapped to re-
construct the city.
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Support secutity measures,
Armed Forces asks public

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Vorces yesterday
appealed to the public to sup-
pPOLt COUNEr-terrotism measures
adopted by the security sector,
including a ban on bottled liquids
in train statons in Metro Manila,
“We nced the understanding,
cooperation of the people because
its difficolt to blame one another.
We need your cooperation, like
in Metro Manila whete (bottled)
liquids are prohibited in (train sta-
tions),” said ATP spokesman Biig,

SUPPORT

are actually not water, that can be
used as component for explosives,”
he said.

Arevalo also said the January 27
bowmbings in jolo only prove there is
no “un-impenetrable barrier™ for a
determined terrorist,

The bombing occurred while Min-
danao is under martial law,

Gen, Tidgard Ascvalo.

He said acknowledged that the
security measures are an “incon-
venience® to the public, but “what
we are asking for is alittle sacrifice
for the good of the greater many.”

“The fight against terrorism will
wotk if thete is a coopetation of
every Liliping,” he added.

The ban on bottled liquids in
trains came weeks after the twin
bombings at the Our Tady of Mt
Carmel Cathedral in folo, Sulu,
which led to the death of 23 per-
sons and the wounding of ovet a

Préesident Duterte dectared martial
law in the whole of Mindanao in
May 2017 shosily after members of
the. Maute Group occupied several
barangays in Marawi City,

Arevalo maintained marctial law is
needed in the fight against terrorist
groups, which he said continue to
rectuit members.

Arevalo surmised that worse at-
tacks could have occurred without

hundred others,

Arevalo said many materials
wsed to make improvise explosive
devices can be acquited locally, in-
cluding fertilizers. “I'hey are there
and it’s just a matter of compe- -
tency, how to speak them,” he said.

As to the danger posed by water,
Arevalo said this can bebest answered
by explosive and ordnance experts.

T am not the authority but my
thought is thete are some liquids
that may appear like water, which

See SUPPORT > Page B6

martial law. He said the jolo homb-
ings happened during martial law.
“How much more if there is no
martial law?” e said.

The Metro Rail Transit Line 3 stare-
ed confiscating all kinds of bottled ligj-
uids, including lotions, colognes, and
alcohols, from train passengers last
Thursday, After the Jolo bombings,
only hotted drinks were confiscated,

The ban, which was ordered by

the Department of Teansportation
(DOT1), has tiggered complaints from
somne train passengers who were incon-
venienced by long lines in train stations,

The DO T has said the following
liruids may be permitted upon valida-
tion and approval of security person-
nel and police officers: baby formula,
water, breast milk in bottles Gl the
passenger is traveling with a baby);
all prescription and over-the-counter

A

medications; liquids including water,
juice or liquid nutrition for passengers
with disabitity or serious illness; life-
sustaining liquids such as bone marrow,
blood products, and transplant organs,
mastectomy products, prosthetics
breasts, bras or shells containing gels,
saline solution, or other liquids; and
gels, frozen liquids oy medical-related
items used by persons with disabilitics
or medical conditions,
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thndanao support solid — Kono

Locsin cited Japan as
the most consistent.

international “partner” of
the Phllippmes

By Matrio J. Mallari

Mindanao, visiting Japariese Forgjgn
Mmistm Talo Kono said yest.erday

iy

Kono made ‘the coni;’1litment
upon meeting Presidont Rodrigo
Duterte in a courtesy call last
Saturday at Matina Enclaves,
Davao Gity.

“Foreign Minister Kono said
Japan welcomes the ratification
of the Bangsamoro Organic Law.
He also mentioned that Japan
wotld like to continue to support
the development of Mindanao,” a
Malacafiang statement read.

The Japanese oft“cial is m the

- country for a'three-day official visit__'_
- a8 part of the official’s ;agenda in-

- the Inauguration cersmony of the i’

Japanese consulate general in’

Davao. .

He. ‘sald’ 'Japan is ploased to :
" open & new diplomatic facihty in -

Japau will not wavel inits -yfthe City of Davao.

support to the dévelopruont -of
'-;Were deputy -director-general

:"tFumm himlzu of the Southeast

Joining: ‘the" Forélgﬁ Minister.'

cand’ Southwest Asian Affairs

Departmént; Jun Nanazaw_a,
executive agsistant to the Minister

for Foreign Affaits; Yukike Okano,

director of Country Assistance
Planning Division I; Shu Kawano,
senior foreign policy coordinator;
Daisuke Nihei, principal deputy
director, Second Southeast Asia
Division, and Hirotaka Ono, deputy
director, Second Southeast Asia
Division.

A

Execuuve Secletmy Salvador
Medialdea, Foreign Affairs
S_ocretary Teodoro Locsin
Jry

wale ‘alsb present during the

h coultesy call,

“The Department of Foreign

Affairs sald Kono's visit is a
““testament to the strengthened
~ strategie parinership betwoen the
:"Phliippiriés and Japan p

8¢ has been more consistent
*in.every: area, including

. defense, than the United

' '-,States or any other country.

Mosl; reliable
Locsin cited Japan as the most

. c_on_sist_ent international “partner”
of tive- Philipphies,

~-+"He ‘made the pronouncement

‘while-his Japanese counterpart

Minister Taro Kono was in the

<. couniry. for a three-day official

{0 visit,

g
_ programs for warotorn Marawl City during a Cabinet mesting In Davao City, _
. : L MALAGANANG PHOTO "

Strengthenmg our defense

‘capabilities as we modernize

our armed forces and
bolster maritime security in
the region will get Japanese
backing.

“Japar’s cooperation with the
Philippines has been of great
material benefit tous," said Locsin
in a soclat media post. “It has been
more consisbent in every area,
including defense, than the United
States or any othet country.”

Jr;y Finance ‘Secretary Carlos
‘Domlnguez and Philippine
Ambassa(lor to Japan Jose Laurel

Kono {5 in the country upon the
invitation of Loesin.. i

i

Japan welcomes the

‘ratification of the

Bangsamoro Organic Law
and would like to continue’
to support the development
of Mindanao.’

“Just as significantly, we reviewed
our defense and security engageniont
and pledged to persist in our efforts
to open new doors for cooperation
in this field - in terms of equipruent,

"educatlon and training and other

niodalities, Japan will stay owr steady
partner in strengthening our defense
capabilities as we modernize our
armed forces and bolster maritime
securily in the region,” Locsin said in
a joint statement he read on behalf
of Japan and the Philippines.

Securlty cooperation sealed

In the statement, both Tokyo
and Manila said eooperation is
taking place “under the intense
pressures of the larger regional
security situation,” most notably
the mavitime disputes in the South
China Sea or the West Philippine
Sea and the Korean Peninsula,

With the President dwing Kono's
call wore Locsin, Medialdea and
Domingwez. ] -

During the hosting of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
and Related Meetings in August 2017,
Kono paid his initial courtesy call on
Mr, Dnterte where Japan-Philippines
bilateral relations were discussed.,
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conversion -

to benefit cronies’
ByROMNACASRERA T

-Former agrarian reform secretary Ra-
fael Mariano has criticized an administra-
tive order issued by his successor, saying it
would benefit President Duterte’s cronies,

Mariano said the Department of Agrar-
lan Reform (DAR)'s Administrative Order
No. 1, 2019, would fast-track the conver-
ston of lands to non-agricultural uses
without requiring the applicant to submit
supporting data.” .~ : _

He said the order would deem all land
conversion applications automatically ap-
groved, as it would be conclitded within

0 days instead of the minimum 120 days
as required under the rules, b

Mariano said the order of Agrarian
Reform Secretary John Castriciones would
“greatly impe R)the state of farmers and
our national security.” :

He said the adininistration seemed
“very eager” to streamline the process and
hasten land conversion. ,

"It is President Duterle’s will to fast-
track land conversion to benefit his
cronies. He will also benefit from it and
that, ] think, is corruption,” Mariano said,
adding he proposed an executive order for
atwo-year moratorium on the acceptance
and processing of land conversion appli-
cants in 2016 when he was DAR secretary.

Marianofailed to get the nod of the
Commission on Appoiniments in Sep-

~tember 2017.

Rody in Maguindanao
... to distribute CLOAs.

Duterte will be in Buluan town today
 to attennd the Inaul Festival and distribute
*land to agrarian reform beneficiaries.

The President will distribute land own-

- ership awards to farmers in the presence

;" of provinctal and municipal officials, -

... The Inaul Festival, which will culni-

{. nate on Peb. 14, showcases the jconic

" Inaul fabric that  Maguindanaons have

- -

been producing tsing wooden looms for

~centuries now. - "

- The office of Gov.*.-.Esn'na:el_ Mang'udw
dattt i3 promoting the traditional craft by

_providing weavers with technical support

and brokering linkages with markets out-

o side Mindanao and abroad. -

This yeat’s ;Inaul Pestival, p_asz[y a

«-thanksgiving célebration for the tatifica-
., ion through a plebiscite.of the Bangsam-

~oro Organic Law, was laitinched on

“Thutsday, ./

For contemporary histotiasis, the Inaul

cloth sKm_bo_liz_es the resilience of closely
knit ethnic Maguindanaon communities

. in the raya, or upper delta, and the ilod,
- or downstream Zone of Maguindanao.

Maguindanao's indigenous non-

* ‘Muslim Teduray people have also been

wearing clothes made of Inaul fabric
even before Shatiff Mohammad Kabun-
suan, an Arab-Malay cleric from Johore,
now. part of Malaysia, set foot in what is.

spread Islam. :

“We are thankful to President Duterte
for his scheduled engagement with agrar-
ian reform beneficiaries in Maguindanao
province while we are having this Inaul
Festival,” Mangudadatu said yesterday.

~ now Cotabato City f;;l the 14th century to
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TRANSITION TO BARMM

EMPLOYEES B mmnm

T0 ARMM IN FLAG RITES

By Sheila Mae Dela Cruz
@inqmindanae .

COTABATO CITY—Hundreds

of employees of the Au-

‘tonomous Region in Muslim

Mindanao (ARMM) and their of-
ficials heaved a collective sigh
of sadness as they bid goodbye
to the autonomous government

. that they had been serving for.

the last 2g years,
The symbol of the ARMM,

© its flag, had been turned over to

the Bureau of Cultural Heritage
{BCH) following the last flag-
raising ceremony for the au-
tonomous govermment that is
giving way to a hew one.

Hoisted for thé Tast time, the
flag would soon be on display at
the new Bangsamoro Musetin in
the clty, a reminder of the au-
tonomous region that the admin-
istration of President Benlgno
Acquino Il had described as a failed
experiment in More autonomy.

. ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman
and his vice governor, Haroun
Alrashid Lucman Jr, turned
over the flag to the BCH.

Thousands of employees as-
sembled for the flag retreat, car-
rying a streamer teading: “Thank
youand goodbye, ARMM.”

Autonomous experiment

Among employees who
spoke at the flag ceremony,
Elizabeth Nataio said it was her
second time to experience the
antononious govermmnent,

~The Lupong Tagapagpa—

-..ganap ng Paok, the body formetl

in an earlier atiemptat autono-

‘my under the late dictator Fer-
dinand Marcos, had been abol-
Ished in 1989 when then Presi-
dent Corazon Aquino signed Re-
public Act No. gos4 that created
the ARMM.

- Now, the. ARMM is being
abolished again to give way to the’
new Bangsamoro Awlonomous
Region in Muslim - Mindaiao,
{BARMM) after the new law for
its creatlon was ratified in a
plebiscite on Jan, 21 and Feb. 6.

But Natafio, a senior adminis-
trative assistant, was only one of
thousands of employees who had
served the ARMM for decades.

6,000 jobs [‘h’

Except for those who work
in health, education and social
work, around 6,000 permanent
employees in the ARMM are ex-
pected to lose their jobs as the
new Bangsamoro takes over.

Hataman said he was still
awaiting the official announce-
ment of the 8o names that Pres-
ident Duterte would appoint to
the Bangsamoro Transition Au-
thority (BTA), the body that
would serve as interim govern-
ment before the Bangsamoro’s
fivst regular elections n2022.

Aside [rom the 8o people to
be named by the President, the
BTA will also be composed of 25
elected officials until their terms
expire At noo on June 30, INQ

')
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 Japan vows continued

Biiny

. By EDITH REGALADO
- Japan’s
.. foreign minister met with

'DAVAO CITY -

President Duterte in this city.

- on Satiirday and relayed his
country’s readiness to con-
 tinuesupporting development
- efforts in conflict-stricken
“Mindanao.. .
- Foreign Minister Taro Kono
paid a courtesy call on Duterte
at the Matind Enclaves here as

- partof a three-day official visit -

to the Philippines.. _ _

- During the meeting, -Du-
terte said he was honored by
Kono's visit. 7.0 _

. “Foreign Miniister Kono,
for his part, said Japan wel-
comes the ratification of the

' Tura to Page 5

support ,for_:Mi_l_ld_anaQ
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also mentioned that fapan would like to
continue to support the development of

Mindanao,” the Malacafiang statement -

said. s
The BOL will create a niew autonomotss
region with greater control of natural
resources in parts of Mindanao and with
a bigger share in national government
resources, - - . R

Cotabato City; Autonomous Region'in

Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) provinces

of Maguindanao, Lanao del Suy, Tawi-

Tawi and Basilan, except Isabela City;

- Jast month,

“'open a new consulate genera

‘Also in the agei\da of t-he-l}apanesa' :

, - - foreign minister’s visit was the inaugura-
Bangsamoro Organic Law. (BOL), He -

tion of the Japanese Consulate Generalin:

Davao. Kono said Japan is* ]Jleased” to
in the city.

" Kono was accompanied by Japanese
- Ambagsador Koji Hatieda and Davao -

‘Consul General Yoshiaki Miwa. Also
‘present during the courtesy call were

Executive Secretary. Salvador Medialdea, !

TForeign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Loesin -

Jr., Yinance Secretary Carlos Dominguez

" 11 and Philippine Ambassador-to Japan
Jose L_z_iu'_reL o : :

"Turn to Page 8

and 61 vitlages in-seven towns of North - :
Cotabato voted for inclusion in the soon- |

to-be-formed Bangsamoro yegior during

plebiscites held on Jan. 21 and Feb. 6.
Jsabela City in Basilan and the entire

province of Lanao del Notte rejected the

BOL during the plebiscites. Sulu also op-

posed the BOL but
the province would
still be included
“in BOL because
ARMM provinces
are taken as one
geographical unit.
Kono also ex-
pressed Japan’'s
sympathy to the
victims of the twin
blasts that rocked -
Jolo that left more
than 20 people dead

-

Japan roneess

- The Department of Foreign
Affairs has described the visit
as “a testament to the strength-

ened strategic partnership

between the Philippines and

Japan” and an affirmation of

. the two countries’ longstand-

ing bilateral friendship.
Meanwhile, Kono also had
a bilateral discussion. with

Locsin yestexrday morning-at..,
" iween Locsin and Kono took -
‘of the' road to the realization

the Marco Polo Hotel. .
Kono. and Lacsin tackled
‘areas of mulual interest, in-

cluding political, economic:

and people-to-people engage-
ment between Japan and the
Philippines.

Kono also met separately
with Dominggez and Defense

Secretaty Delfin Lorenzana at -

the Waterfront Insular Hotel.
Kono and Dominguez dis-
cussed how to further strength-

Cen yelations between ‘the two '

‘countries, ¢specially since

“Japan vowed fo fund several

‘important infrastructure proj-
ects in the country. . -

'P10.62-B road

The exchange of notes be-

place at the-Marco Polo Hotel
in Davao City. )

Through the Japan-assist-

ed project titled “Road Net-

“work Development Project

in Conftict-Affected Areas in

" Mindanao (RNDP),” access

roads linking the region’s main
cities will be constructed or
refurbished, specifically in the
areas of Lanao del Sut, Magu-
indanao and Sultan Kudarat.

N

dev't project
" The Philippines and Japan "

1d-  yesterday signed theexchange of
=+ Totes for the P10.62-billion road -

" development project in conflict

* glricken areas in Mindanao. -

“the details of t

It will-cover: the Matanog-
Barira-Alamada-Libungan

Road, Parang-Balabagan

Road, Tapian-Lobok Coastal

Road, Marawi City Ring
Road, Pardng East Diver-

sion Road and Manungan-
Péarang Road. :
The signing means that
ﬁe project and
financing arrangement have
been ironed out. It comes
before the actual signing of
agreemenis. :
““Tapat is at the forefront

of Mindanao's great proni-
ise. The RNDP, on which
we exchanged notes, is an
important step toward that
goal by allowing communi-
ties long ravaged by conflict
to heal, to live, and work in
safety, and enjoy the divi-
dends of peace,” Locsin said
in his speech. ~ With Alexis
Romero, Helen Flores
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Japanwill be
‘steady partner’
- of PH— Kmm
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Japan will 1emain as the Plullp-
pines’ “steady partner” in strengthen- -
ing the coutitry’s defense capabilitics as
; -the two sides continue to explore new
d areas of cooperation in regionial secu-
j rity and military modernization. -

This was contained in a joint state-
; ment issued by Foreign Affairs Secre-
tary Teodoro Locsin Jt. and visiling
Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono
on Sunday shortly after their bilateral
meeting in Davao Cily where they dis-
cussed areas of mutual inferest includ-
ing political, economic; and people-lo-
people exchange.

Kono is on a three-day visit to the
Phitippines where he led the ceremo-
nial opening of the Japanese Consulate
General office in Davao. He met with
President Rodrige Duterte on Salurday
and is flying back to Japan at noon on
Monday.

‘Just as significantly, we reviewed
our defense and security engagement
and pledged to persist in.our efforis to
open new doors for cooperation in this
field - in terms of cquipment, cduca-
- tion and training, and other modalities.

Japan will stay as our steady pattner
- in strengthening our defense capabili-
ties as we modernize our armed forees
and bolster maritime security in the
region,” Loesin said in a joint
statement he 1ead m hehalf of &8

PRECT TR T




J apan will be...

'_ aryG 1espectively

Japan and the Phillppmes

In the statement, both Tokyo and '

Mamta said this par tlcular cooperation
is taking place “under the intensé pres-
sures of the:larger 1egwnal secuily

situation,” most notably the maritime

disputes in the South China - Sea of the
West Philippine Sea and the Korean
Peninsula,

“We bothrecognize that the regional
security environment-is fraught with
‘ chalienges including in the West Phil-
ippine Sea and the Korean Peninsula.
As maritime countries with unigue
similarities; as neighbors whose sea
lanes of communication may be simi-
larly affected by recent developments;
we recognized the imperative of further
bilateral cooperation. At the same time,
we acknowledged that keeping and

promoting the region’s peace and sta- .

i bility is a colleetive responsibility; onc
that must be underpinned by mutual

trust, sincere dialogue, and functional

cooperation,” Locsin said.

The two sides also touched on the’

development in Mindanao where Ja-

pai has invested more than P13 billion .
in the form of assistance to various -

projects to help the region aitain “the
dividends of a long-promised and nmuch-
delayed peace.”

“We emerge from this morning’s
meeting freshly confident about pros-
pects for realizing Mindanao’s promisc
in the wake of positive, indeed striking
developments, in bringing Bangsamoro
{6 realily,” they sald in the statement,
in reference to the just-coneluded plebi-
scites on the Bangsamoro Qrganic Law
(BOL) held last January 21 and Febru-

73

41

Japan also reiterated its commit-
ment to the #24 billion program cated

““The Road Deveiopment Projectin
- Conflicted-Areas in Mindanao,” a goal
that would allow communities long

ravaged by contlict “to heal, to live and
work in safety, and enjoy the dmde’lds

‘of peace.”

“Support for-Mindanao
~ Japan has pledged to contmu¢ to

~ support the peace and development

initiatives in Mindanao followmg the

vatification ofthe Bangsamoro Ongmc

Law (BOL),
"During their meeting at Matina

' linclaves here, President Duterte éald

he was honored that the Minister of
Foreign Affairs is in hlS city," the Palace

-said.

"Foreign Minister Kono, for Ins ar
sald Japan welcomes tho latlﬁcatl n of
the Bangsamoro Organic Law. He also
mentioned that Japan would like to

.continue to support the development

of Mindanao," it added, f

.During the same meeting, Kono
xelayed Japan's sympathy to the victims
of the. two explosions that hit tha Jolo
Cathedral last month. -

Foreign Minister Kono was adcom-
panied by Japanese Aritbassador to the
Philippines Koji Haneda and Davao
Consul General Yoshiaki Miwa during
the meeting with the P'resident.

Also present were Executive Sec-
retary Salvador Medialdea, l*meign
Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsm J,
Finance Secretary Carlos Dommguez,
and Philippine Ambassador to Japan
Jose Lauvel,
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Japan reaffirms commitment
- to development of Mindanao

JAPAN reaffirmed its commit-
ment to continue supporting the
development of Mindanao as it
weleomed the mtification ol the
Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOLY)
during the rwo-day plebisciee in
pavts of Mindanmo,

Japanese Forcign Mindster Taro
Kong, during his courtesy call on
President Duterte on Saturday night
at the Matina Hncalves in Davao Chy,
relayed Japan’s support for the BOL
and the peace and development

cfforts in Mindanao along with its
sympathies over the twin blases at
a cathedral in Jolo in Sulu recently.

Malacanung said Kono was
accompanicd by Japanese Ambas-
sador Koji Haneda and Davao
Consul General Yoshiaki Miwa
during his call on Duterte,

Kono, whe arrived Sasurday, is
in the country for a three day-visis.
Most of his activities are (o he
held in Davao, including a bitateral
meeting with Foreign Affairs Sec-

retary ‘Teodoro Loesin Jr., signing
of a memorandum of agreement
on a P24-billion road network
development projeet in conflict-
alfeered arcas in Mindanao, and the
inaugurarion of the Japan Consul
General otfice in Davao.

The DEA said the visit of Koho
is a “estmenc to the strenpthened
strategic partership beiween the
Philippines and fapan, and an affir-
muetion of our long-seanding bilareral
fricadship.”” = Jorelyn Mantemayor
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Japan minister pledges support for Mindanao infra

By Nat Mariano

JAPANESE Foreign Minister ‘(aro Kono
on Sunday met with President Rodrigo.
Duterte to-extend Japan’s willingness to
improve the infraslructure in Mindanao.
Malacafiang said Kono, who is hére for
a three-day official visit, paid a courtesy
call on Duterte at the Matina Enclaves
Residences in Davao City. :
“Foreign Minister Kono said Japan -
welcomes the ratification ol the Bangsam-
oro Organic Law. He also mentioned that
Japan would like to continue to support
I the development of Mindanao,” the Pai-
I ace said in a statement.

Japan...

From Al

held an exchange of notes in selation to
the “Road Network Development Project
in Conflict-Affected Areas in Mindanao.”
" Japan pledged to lend almost $200 mil-
“lion for the road network that “supports
the foundation of people’s lives in Mind-
anao by improving access to schools and
hospitals and by rewtahzmg econom:c
activities in the region.”

In a joint press conference held Sunday,
Locsin viewed the meeting as “an oppot-
tunity for stocktaking and for advancing

Wlth Ehe BOL the governnent hopcs

to address.- the ‘people’s: aspiration. for

genuine autonomy and end the decades-

old -conflict ‘in the region through ihe-

establishment of a more powerful- ‘and

. seif- govcl ning Bangsamoro Autonomous

Reglon in Muslim Mindanao,
Koo also -said Japan- will -support
capadity-building dunug, the “tramsilion

. period ‘of the BOL, vowing to give job

and livelihood creation for former Moro
Islamie Liberation Front combatants.
“Japan .will ‘support- the Phlhppmcs
efforly to ensure peace and stability in
the leglon,” he said. “Japan is ready to
expand out suppmt as the peacc process

our cooperation to more mutually-benefi-
cial outcomes.”

He said Japan had been helping Duterte
achieve his transformative agenda for the
Philippines in terms of infrastructure,
social inclusion and securing peace and
progress in the southernimost part of the
country.

“We emerge from this moring’s mect-
ing freshly confident about prospects for
realizing Mindanao's promise in the wake
of positive, indeed striking developments,
in bringing Bangsamoro to reality. The
inauguration of the Japancse Consulate-
General later this evening demonsirates
Japan’s enduring commitment to Mind-

proguess.”
- Kono, along with Japancse Ambassa-
‘dor-fo the Philippines Koji Haneda and
Davao Consul General Yoshiaki Miwa,
has expresseéd- Japan’s sympathy to the
victims of the iwo fatal blasts that roeked

- Jolo last month.

His official visit is the first for Japan's

top “minister. 'Kono's visit also come

“months afler Chinese Foreign Minister
and State Councilor Wang Yi paid Duterte
a visit in October last year,

Aday after his courtesy call on Duterte,
Kono held a bilateral meeting with For-
eigh Sccnctmy Teodore Locsin Jr. and

Next page

£t

anao, especially with the ratification of
the BOL,” Locsin said,

“The two of us come from a productive
meeting this morning with a single mind
— that our iwo countries must sustain the
gffort to keep and to grow the gains of our

Strategic Partnership. Building on -past

achievements, and seizing opportunitics
offered by the future, this partnership will
fiourish and endure.”

Foreign Affairs has already said
that Kono’s visit is a “testament to the
strengthened  strategic  partnership be-
tween the Philippines and Japan, and an
affirmation of our long-standing bilateral
friendship.”
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‘Mindanao solons urged toiﬁsh |
Islamic banking framework

7L L By ANTONIO L COLINAIY 75 7

DAVAO CITY - Mindanao law-
makers must pursue the proposed
framework on Islamic banking in
the Philippines for the development
of the Bangsamoro territory, a top
executive of the state-owned De-
velopment Bank of the Philippines
(DBP) said. _ :

 “We have not heard much about
the initiatives and probably. since
we are now doing the plebiscite on
the BOL we will eventiially have the
BARMM, this will be a good time to
push those initiatives forward, and
create that law, © DBP chief execu-

tive officer and president Cecilia.

Borromeo sald.

She said the proposed legisiation
wili provide the legal framework for
Islamic banking in the countyy. -

She said the DBP-owned Al
Amanah Islamic Bank, the only Is-

lamic bank in the Philippines, can

help by establishing branches in tho
- Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao to make Islgnic
financing more accessible. ,

“If the BARMM will need an'ls-

. lamic bank, then with the clearance

the Department of Finangce, the en-
tire Board of DBP is willing to give
Al Amanah Bank as its contribution
to the Bangsamoro,” she said, noting
that the framework for Islamic bank-
ing must be approved to optimize the
opportunities that can be offered by
the Al Amanah Islamic Bank.

She said there are global Istamic
financial institutions interested in
Al Amanah Bank but they are wait-
ing for a general framework,

%
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le said there are currenit initia-

:-tiv_es in Congress to create the mea-
‘sure in‘coordination with the Bang-
* ko Sentral ng Pilipinas BSP).

. Borromeo sald-an Islamic hank-

" ing framework Is necessary because

Islamic banks offer no interest rate
and the arrangement between lend-
er and borrower will'be under the
Shariah law.

“rhidre are unique features of
Islamié - banking, very different

“form the regular banking that we

know like charging interest rate
- one basic difference - it's not al-

‘lowed under the Islamic banking,

so the regulations that will govern
the transactions undet the purely

Islamic hanking would be very dif-

ferent from the regular banking that
we know,” she said. :

DBP Diréelor Maria Lourdes
Arcenas said they want to provide
a mechanism for Islamic financing
to bring development that reduces

* yulnerabititics of the peopie in the

Bangsamoro areas, among them fi-
nancial, health, and egucation.
“Any’ project -of development
must reduce vulnerabilities espe-
cially in conflict arcas. For us now,

‘especially in these kinds of situa-

tion, we would like to see develop-
ment réducing vulnerabilities - in
these arcas, financial vulnerability,
health, education,” she-said.”

She said the DBP granted P5
million in regular loan to Mothers
for Peace, but the group lends it to
the Meranaw women from Marawi
who are holed up in Itigan City and
Cagayan de Oro the “Shariah way”
with no interest.
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Mandatory ROTC’? Thmk hard first

he House of Representatives is poised

to pass a bill reviving the Reserve Offl-

cers’ Training Corps {ROTC) after the

May elections. The Senate is still de-

liberating on lts version of the measure at
committee level,

This bill could give new meaning to the

May 2019 elections for the youth, It Is a bill
that directly impinges on the interest of.

the youth, especially those aged 16 and 17
who have yet to take Grades 11 and 12.

If the Duterte-endorsed senatorlal can-

- didates win in the elections, this bill will

certainly pass. If the opposition senatorfal

candidates win, the propesed revival of

ROTC will fail. The reason is simple—it is
Mr. Duterte who has urged Congress to
pass the measure, threatening to issue an
exccutive order to-the same effect if they
fail to do so.

If the bill passes this year, and it takes
another year to formulate the new ROTC
Program of Instruction and set up the
training system (facilities, instructors,
resource materfals), the first batch of
Grade 11 students who will take the course
will be those in September 2020 or
September 2022,

How can the proposed mandatory
ROTC be hardwired to deliver on its pur-
pose to “instill patriotism, love of country,
moral and spiritual values, and respect for
human rights and adherence to the Consti-
tution,” and avoid past evils, such as cor-
ruption and murder {Cadet Officer Mark

Chua case, 2001)? Passing another law Is

not enough, Learning from the lessons
from ROTC and similar civic training and
development programs is the best way.
Consider these lessons:

Lesson 1, Generate acceptance, owner-

ON THE MOVE -

' SEGUNDO ECLARROMERO"

ship and support by key stakeholders.
In a democracy, it-makes sense to consult
the ‘people who will be most directly
and heavily affected by a new proposal.

'Hold consultations with the youth, the’
millitary and the clvic orientation and .

engagement institutions. Consult the rel-
evant literature, experience of other
countries and experts,

Lesson 2, Resuscitate corroded civic
institutions . and ‘strengthen recently
created ones, People have forgotten
about these powerful clvic orientation
and engagement institutions that have
been hijacked, neglected and weaponized
for private purposes, among them the
Boy Scouts of the Philippines, the
Girl Scouts of the Philippines, the Sanggu-
niang Kabataan, the Red Cross. We
must strengthen and nurture these
institutions that provide the resources,
opportunities and capabilities for the
youth to engage in community problem-
solving, not only family or personal
problem-solving,

Review the performance of similar

mstitutmns that have yet to mature in
the performance-of their functions due
to lack of support for institutlonal devel-
opment—the National Service Training
Program, the National Service Reserve

‘Corps, the Philippine National Volunteer

Service Coordinating Agency. Review
these institutions together as a system, If
necessary, scrap and build structures,
but do not layer redundant systems one
ontop of the other,

* Lesson 3. Look forward, not just back,
Conjure the efivisioned outcome and im-
pact of the proposed ROTC law, 10 years or
20 years down the road. What is the best

" scenario? What is the worst scenario?

What is the preferred scenario? How do
these compare with a “do nothing” (no
mandatery ROTC) scenario? 2

Let us have more informed di§cussion

'and.debates about the kind of citizen

civic-military -orientation and engage-
ment the country requires. To insist
on imposing half-baked mandarory,

 ROTC proposals is to play god with the

time, energy, trust, resources and lives
of our youth, with no cogent arguments
te convince them of the wisdom of
our decisions. Contrary to the intention
of -the proposed law, poorly designed
mandatory ROTC will tend to turn
the youth against the government, and
klll in them whatever urge for seclfless
service to community and country they
may be capable of.

It is a pity that the youth affected
by the mandatory ROTC are too young
to vote on the issue in the May
2019 elections. :

doyromero@gmail.com
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Rebulldmg new
roads to peace,
security, and human

development

. By JOSE C. PE VENECIA, Jﬂ. :
Former Speaker of the House of representatrves

(i Carrclu sian)

g N 2006 asmy small humbte cohtrrbu—_
tionin helping encourage d divectialks
helween Seoul and Pyongyang, 1
2 iransferred from Manila Lo Sepul the
secretariat ofthe International Conference
of Asian Political Parlies GCAPP), which I
founded and established in Manila iu Sep-
tember; 2000, and of which T am chatrman,

of its standing cormittee up fo now. The .

ICAPP Secietariat is now most active in
Seoul and hcaded by Sccretary ‘General
Park Rob-yug, an expenenced South Kore-
an diptomat, and by my co-chairmat, now
South: Korean Natmnal Sccurity Adviser
Chung Tul-yong.

. Since we formed ICAPP in Manila in
2000 TCAPP now counts sorne 350 urilng,
opposuion, antd independent parties from
B2 countries in Asla; and the Korean ‘Waork-

ors Parly of North Korea is a respected

member ol ICAPR
" Thelate Rever end Moon dlld Madame

Moon over the yeals ‘have bulit genuine .,

goodwali in Pyongyang and among the.
“Koreans in thé North and donated thele
much-appreclated hotel and erstwhile
automobile factory (hat they established
{here to the North Korean government and
pcoplc among maty other phitanthy 01)105
in various parts of the world,

’l\vo Korcas should adapt
to global changes
We must point oul that despile the
oceasional havsh rhetorie on both sides
of the 38th Parallel, we believe govern-

ments, parliaments, political partics, civil’

soclely organizations, and religious groups
musl encotrage and support direet tatks

.between Seoirl and Pyongyang

“Indeed, direct talks belween North'

- and South will complement these high-

level explot atlons Pethaps they could even

- catalyze the long-suspended Six-Party
Tatks to prevent nuclear-profiferation in
“the Korean Peninstila. Perhaps direct bi-
“lateral o multilateral talks could evenlead

{0 agreement on'a road map to eventual

*_unifieation. But thesé talks have not heen

1eopened for  long thme now. :

We in Asta and the global community-
most acknowledge and applaud the forth-
right efforls of US President Donald Trump
and North Kovean-Leader Kim Jong-Un,

~_ consistently supported by South Korean
" presidént Moon Jae-In, which have the
 potential for a ‘hreakihrough, hopefully

sooner than later, towards a final peace in
the Korean Peninsula,

Todaythe basic factis that !.he disiribu-
tion of power in the worldis fast- changing-
paticularly in East Asia and ihe Korean

" Peninsula must adapt to these epochal

tr ansformations.,
Vsetnam ttgelf emerged fi ot thitee

‘ drfﬂcult SuCCessive wars, winnmg against
“gredt powers; andits gpéialist government

adopting a market ecoriomy lifted itg peo-
ple fiom poverty to become today a rising
peaceful economic power: Novth Koreacan
he like Vielnam, which isalready emerging
as a significant state in Southeast Asia.

The greal example of course is how
the wo Germanys finally emerged from
Cold War confrontation and totally united
utider then Chancellor Helmut Kobl, to
hecome today the predominant cconomic
power in Europe.

And China, under the unforgetiable
leader Deng Xiaoping, opencd Chinatothe
world, lifted more than 500 million people
from poverly and introduced appreciable
elements of free enterprise capitalism to




Chin‘a'ssécialisieconoﬁljr,wh'ic'hha_spi'dpelled_‘}:-_ L E
“‘China to the second largest in the global -

. economy with the potential to become No. 1
within 10-15 years..

Theimmediate taskof the pm flaments and
mainstream politicat parties of the Republic
of Korea anid-ihe Communist Korean Work-

ers’ Party (KWP) of the Norih, aided by the -
parfiaments, political parties, civil society, and-
business leaders of the global community, is.

to draw up a clear; distinct and workable road
map toward unification,
Ourtaskisto askourselves why this is hap

 réglon despite the sff econom[c competxtwn
- ourcountyies face, * -

i We miist be aware of a!I Lhe pltfalISTand:?_ﬁ.
falhngsofdemumacyandﬁ'eemanketcompetl- =
tion. What cthical standards cin we bring in so°

thatwe can bring all our entreprenctivial skills
but operate fairly and with elvility?

Perhaps, the answer is in our distant past
when the maritime highways linked our na-
tions to one anotherandparticipatedina trade
where one country supplied what was needed
i another, for which they bartered for what
they needed.

My own country the Philippines, located
as itis on the margins of istands in Southeast
Asia, developed virtually on its own, though it
did take partin along-distance trading system,
that encompassed both the Indian Ocean and
the China Sca and reached past Madagascar

._ :_ 1cato Nagasaki, Japan

: - Most plactical solution
~ - inSouth China Sea crises

 Aswe pbi_nt'ed ouf much eatlier, the:
-rdging conflict in the South China Sea,
©with. conflicting sove:eignty claims,

may he settled by temporarily shelving
the issue of sovereignty; as eartier pro-
posedby Deng X!aopmg, theparamount

“‘leader of China’s peaceful rise: revive
., the Seismic Survey Agreement signed - -
~ by China, the Philippines, and Vietnam,
pening and how we cah keep peace withinotir - * which we Ilad the priviledge to inititate in-
-2004; undertake joint oil/gas explovation

- ’al’ld _]oint development with an equitable

sharing of. production and ptofits; des-

‘?Ignate “fishing corridors”; demilitarize
« the'disputed istets through the phased

withdrawal of armed garrisons; and
convert the zone of conflict into a Zone
of Peace, Friendship, Cooperation and
Development.

This is perhaps the most realistic,

most common-sensical solution to the
problem of the Spratlys and Paracels,

. and which could subsequently be joined

by Malaysia, Brunei, and Taiwan, and
could also be the solution to the problem
between China and Japan in the Senkaku
Straits or Diaoyu in the East China Sea.

Easier sald than done buf this is now
the time to consider the praclical, prin-

cipled, common-sensical win-win com-
promises necessary for the geo-political
settlements in the China Sea,

- We must make our own road to the
fulure. And in this task we should.take
hope from the writer Lu Hsun, a hero of

. Chine’s revolutlonary perlod.

“Hope fsays Lu Hsun] cannot be said
to exist. Nor can it be said not to exist. It
Is just lke roads across the earth, For
aclually the earth had o roads to begin
with; but when tnany people pass oneway
a road is made.”

Here in our meeting in Seoul, we
know the joutney will be difficult, The
Journey will be long. But the rewards at
the Journey’s end wiilbe more than justify
every lear, every hurt, every fal,

It is in this spitit that we in the Uni-
versal Peace Federation (UPF), the Inter-
national Association of Parliamentarians
for Peace (IAPP), and the International
Conference of Aslan Political Partics
(CAPP} join hands with all ofyou, distin-
guisheddelegates from avound the workd,
alf advocates of reconciliation and peace
- peace in ow time, hopefully sooner
than later in this century - peace in the
Korean Peninsula, peace throughout in
our planet Earth, J’)/

For we share rebuilding new roads
to the future for mankind, for all our
peoples. .
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False claims by the CPP-NPA

fI“HE battle for Central Negros
rages on, on the ground and
in cyberspace.

The New Pegple's Army re-
cently claimed that its military
offensives in Central Negros in
January resulted to the death of
not less than 23 soldiers belong-
ing to the Philippine Army's
94th Infantry Battalion in Gui-
ttulngan City alone.

However, aside from one member
of the Citizens Armed Force Geo-
graphical Unit (CAFGU) who was
liquidated by the NPA on January
6, not a single soldier was killed or
serjausly wounded or injured.

Before 5 in the morning of Janu-
ary 19, the NPA attacked a group of
soldiers near the barangay hall of
Brgy. Tacpao in Guihulngan City.
“Ni-reyd ng mga kasama ang | Peace
and Development Team of 94th
Infantry Battalion] sa barangay hall
at Day Care Center ng Tacpao gamit
ang mga command-detonated na
explosibo (CDX). ... Namatay sa
naturang reyd ang 12 sundalo”,
Ang Bayan, the official publication
of the Cornmunist Party of the Phil-
ippines, reported in its January 21,
2019 issue. Such a slaughter would

obviously have been difficult to

hide from the local residents.
What actually happened was
that the attackers fled after a
brief firefight, leaving behind
several rounds of assorted am-
munition, a pistol, three caps,
and bloodstains. Three NPA
members were wounded accord-
ing to 19-year old Efren Canumay

RESURGENCE
~ MARIT

who participated in the a_ttaék_ but
later surrendered to the troops.
The Leonardo Panaligan Com-

‘mand (NPA Central Negros) not

surprisingly denied having Efren
in their roster and also denied

recruiting minors, Efren joined-

the NPA when he was 17.

‘That the NPA recruits minors is
old news, No amount of denial
by JB Regalado, the spokesperson
of the NPA in Central Negros, can
take away the fact that the NPA
recruits minors, sometimes as
young as 15. Didn't the NPA take
great pride in having more than
100 youth, including students,
parade in a remote corner of
Guihulngan City in connection
with the recent 50th founding
anniversary of the CPP?

The CPP-NPA is increasingly
experiencing problems getting
its propaganda and narrative
out to the public as its social
media accounts and websites
have been under attack lately. The
National Union of Journalists
in the Philippines on December
26 complained that “alternative
media outfits Bulattat and Ko-
dao ... were taken down almost
simultaneously. That these as-
saults on freedom of the press
and of free expression took
place on the 50th founding an-

- STINUS-
CABUGON ¢

<

: mversary of lhe Crpis clearly no
coincidence.” Obviously, as the
'CPP-NPA-NDFP's website wwiv.
philippinerevolution.info be-

came Inaccessible too.
Facebook dccounts of the NPA
in Negros have less if any activity

‘with other accounts taking over the

posting of updates. Fake accounts,
some using the names and photos
of the NPA accounts, have emerged
posting anti-NPA comments, pho-
tos and memes on Facebook walls
of the CPP-NPA, alliedt organiza-
tlons and individuals.

Koddo Productions that featured
CPP's 50th anniversary in Bicol, in
2016 covered the anniversary with
the NPA in Central Negros. On
that occasion, Juanito Magbanua
of the NPA's Apolinario Gatmaitan
(Negros} Command told Kodao
that the gathering was the “largest
event” the NPA in Negros had “ever
hosted.” Magbanua bragged that
more guerrilla fronts were being
developed. And tiue enough, the

-Mt, Cansermon Command was acti-

vated sometime late 2017, becoming
the fifth NPA command in Negros.

In December 2016 President
Rodrigo Duterte’s ceasefire was still
in force. Troops weie being pulled
out of Negros, But the situation is
different today with soldiers again

-being deployed in Negros - 220

additional a few days ago -and the
Duterte Administration no longer
having intentions of giving politi-
cal or military concessions to the
CPP. The plan last year for a stand-
dowa agreement {to have taken

effect June 21 2018) seems to have
been the last hoorah of these who,

- despiteall the evidence of the CPP-

NPA-NDFP's real intentions and
lacle of sincerity, still believed in
formal peace talks.

The government is luring both
regular NPA members and its mass
base to abandon the communist
cause and avail of the programs
offered to rebel refurnees. In Bo-
hol, 77 CPP-NPA supporters “sur-

‘rendered” last year to avail of the

Enhanced Comprehensive Local
Integration Program (E-CLIP)
jointly offered by the provincial and
national governments, The number
of surrenderees - mass base and
combatants - in Negros Istand in
2018 was a modest 19 (The Daily
Guaidian, February 8, 2019). How-
ever, as the government intensifies
its anti-insurgency campaign in
Negros - militarily, propaganda-
wise and through civil-military
initiatives - more NPA mass base
and fighters are likely to see the
wisdom of surrendering, fpz

A government that fail$ to
address the needs and concerns
of the people is usually the
biggest recruiter for insurgent
movements. Howeves, while the
communists often raise valid
points against the government,
armed attacks on soldiers only
make life more miserable for the
lacal population. Furthermote,
untrue claims of losses inflicted
on government troops have the
CPP-NPA look like just another
purveyor of fake news.
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The first source said a team led
by Dr. Rose Marie Rosete-Li-
quete, the nation’s first woman
kidney transplant doctor and
executive director of the Na-
tional Kidney and Transplant :
Institute (NKTI), performed
the procedure at the Cardinal
Santos Medical Center in San
Juan, Metro Manila. The second
source said the same doctor
performed the same procedure
on the same patient on the same
day, but in Davao.

Cardinal Santos or Davao?

According to the first source,
DU30 checked in at Cardinal
Santos on Tuesday evening,
after attending the premier pre-
sentation of former PNP chief
and senatorial candidate Bato
de Ia Rosa's biopic at SM Mega
Mall, Ortigas Center. The next
day he underwent his surgical
procedure. He reportedly spent
the next couple of days recuper-
.ating in a medically furnished
fuxury suite at Ortigas Center
before he flew to Davac,
The second source tried to
add a personal testimonial by
saying that ¢ himself had a
kidney transplant late last year,
and that he and the President
‘now shared the same transplant
‘doctor. His operation was virtu-
-ally painless, he said, and he
“was back on his feet less than a
~day after the operation, He said
“the latest protocol on kidney

Dld DU30 get
“anew kldney7

WO com-
_ p]emul-_ ‘
A ;[ary sources, %

“netther of

which wants
tobe named, .-

~ have claimed -

FIRST
THINGS
" FIRST

_thaton Wednesdaymornmg, Jan 29,2019,
~President.Rodrigo Diiterte underwent a

- successful kidney transplant sutgery amid
‘rumors that he had fallen seriously ill,

}%Taid dAS |

transplants allows the doctor ¢

‘to attach a third kidney, which
takes the place of the old pair,
without touching them, unless
‘they cause problems such as
-high blood pressure or infection.
This was what the doctor did
‘to him, he said, and this was
likely what the doctor did to
“the President as well. But.he
insisted it happened at a medi-
cal facility in Davao, not in-San
Juan. Upon hearing this, [ went
back to my first sousce to ask
them if tlrere wasn't any chance
they could have confused Car-
dinal Santos for Davao. They
stood firm on their origivnal
claim, pointing out the great
inconvenience of doing it in
Davao. Indeed, if DU30 was in
Manila on Tuesday and was go-
ing to undergo a major surgety
the next day, it made no sense to
fly to Davao the evening before,
when he could have rested in
Manila on Tuesday evening to
prepare for the surgery the next
morning. ‘

A difficult story

It is not easy for me to report
‘this story. The President is
-particularly sensitive about his
state of health, and he tends
*1o take personal offense at any
discussion of it in the press, |
write regularly as a critic, but
‘I want 1o keep whatever good-
“will exists between me and the

'l_l .‘

President, Still, we each have
our respective duties, At the
beginning of his presidency,
DU30 disappeared from pub-
lic view during the New Year
lsolidays. His spokesiman then,
Brnesto -Abella, could not say
where he was—no one had seen
him in Davao or in Manila, and
yet Abella insisted he never left

- Davao, When the media pressed

him on this point, Abella finally
said, "Maybe he left Davao,
after all.”

As a former presidential
spokesman for at least 10 years,
I found this unacceptable. So
[ asked: "Where then did he
go? Did he, by any chance, go
to the Fuda cancer hospital in
Guangzhou, as someone had
suggested online?” 1 was more
interested in getting a compe-
tent and responsible statement
from the Palace spokesman
than in tracking down the Presi-
dent's actual whereabouts. But
my query drew notonly a nega-
tive reaction from the Palace,
and also a confirmatory report
from one foreign diplomatic
observer who reposted seeing a
photo (a "selfie”) of a Filipino
health worker with the Presi-
dent in Fuda.

The Fuda case

I was not interested in staying
with the story, so I told the
National Security Adviser Gen.,
Hermogenes Esperon during a
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Manila Hotel social function
that 1 had dropped it alto-
gether, but that he should tell
the President about the alleged
photograph from Fuda which
could surface anytime in the
mainstream or social media
without my intervention. | was
doing this against my interest as
a newspapermai, but [ thought
the President could use a litte
help at the time.

The gesture was, however,
completely misunderstood, for
a few days later, in a speech
before the troops in Mindanao,
DU30 mocked me for allegedly
spreading the news about his
visit to the cancer hospital, e
then confirmed having gone to
Fuda, but only to find out, he
said, where “Tatad had himself
circumcised” so that he could

have his own faulty circumci-

ston fixed too.

It was coarse hwmor, but it's
PH30s kind of humor and 1
did not take it against him. 1
continued to write about the
President, but tried 1o avoid
writing about his health, un-
less completely unavoidable,
for obvious reasons. But the
matter cannot be avoided now,
in the face of this claim by two
complementary sources that he
had undergone a major surgi-
cal operation. The President
and his spokesman may want
to dismiss it mechanically as
“fake news,” but it is bound 10



occupy some political space for
soime time.

The better course would be’

for the President’s official physi-
cian rather than his spokesman
to issue a medical bulletin on
his state of heaith and general
well-being. This will not stop all
the speculations, but it would
show the President’s respect
for the right of the public to
be informed about his physical
and mental well-being.

Marcos’ kidneys

this is not the first time [ got
caught up in a story of this type.
In 1983 and 1984, after | feft the
Cabinet, where 1 had been press
secretary, presidential spokes-
man and secretary of publiic
information from 1969 to 1980,
and returned to journalism, I
helped expose then-President
Marcos’ two secret kidney trans-
plants. Dr. G. Baird Helfirch,
director of renal transplants for
Georgetown tiniversity Medical
Center in Washington, D.C.and
Dr. Edgar Milford at Harvard's
Brigham and Women's Hospital
in Boston, performed Marcos’
first transplant in August 1983,
Dr. Barry Kahan, director of
transplantation at Houston's
Hermann Hospital, performed a
second transplant in 1984, after
Marcos suffered a rejection of
his 1983 donated organ.

The Palace tried to hide these
procedures from the public, but
with the help of civic-minded in-
dividuals, these were ultimately
uncovered. Dr. Enrique Ona, one
of the country’s leading kidney
specialists, who eventually be-
came president of the Philippine
National Kidney Foundation
(PNKF) and later Secretary of
tlealth, confirmed these trans-
plants years after Marcos fel!
from power in 1986 and died
in 1989. On Nov. 2, 1984, Dr.
Potenciano Baccay, PNKF vice
president and one of Marcos's
personal physicians, was found
stabbed to death, “supposedly
by the communists,” after re-
portedly talking to the foreign
press about the transplants.

Effects on the Constitution'

‘Toward the end of his (!z_ly's',-ri\/lar'-

cos was uimored to be suffering .
from fupus. But his authoritarian -

control of goveniment put the
state of his health-beyond the
reach of the press and the public.
‘This created such an enormous
political grievance that:when
Cory Aquine’s.appointive con-
stitutional commission wrote
the 1_98_7'(3011'stiml_10n, they
included, among other things,
Section 11 of Article V1, which
provides as follows: - B
“Whenever the President
transmits to the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives
his written declaration that he

is-unable to discharge the pow-
ers and duties of his office, and
until he transmits to them a
written declaration to the con-
trary, such powers and duties
shall be discharged by the Vice
President as Acting President.
*Whenever a majority of all the
Members of the Cabinet transimit
to the President of the Senate
and to the Speaker of the House
of Representatives their written
declaration that the President is
unable to discharge the powers
and duties of his office, the Vice
President shall Immediately as-
sume the powers and duties of
the office as Acting President.”
Section 12 of the same Atticle
provides: “In case of serious ifl-
ness of the President, the public
shall be informed of the state of
his health, The members of the
Cabinet in charge of national
security and foreign relations
and the Chief of Staff of the
Armed lorces of the Philippines
shall not be denied acgess to the
President during such illness.”

Urgent questions

Given the private claims about
the President’s reported kidney
wransplant, a number of ques-
tions arise,

——Is the President suffering ;

from an actual “serious illness”?
Neither the Constitution nor

Ny

any existing Jaw defines this
tefm, so who will define it?. A
‘kidney transplant is normally
regarded as a .major surgical
procedure. According fo Wiki-
" pedia, the followirig tisks could
occur: allergic reaction, to gen-
eral anesthesia; bleeding; blood

 clots; leakage from the ureter

(tlie tube that connects the kid-
ney to the bladder); blockage
from the ureter; -an-infection;
icjectionof the donated kidney;
failure of the donated kidney;
leart attack; a stroke.
_—Assuming the information
coming from private informants
is correct, does the situation
activate the provision of Sec 12,
Atticle Vi, of the Constitution?
But this provision is poorly wril-
ten. [t merely provides that the
Cabinet members in charge of
pational security and foreign re-
lations and the AFP Chief of Staff
(which means Defense Secretaty
Delfin Lorenza, National Secuiity
Adviser Hermogenes Esperon,
Loreign Secretaty Teodoro Locsin
Jr. and Gen. Benjamin Madrigal)
shall not be denied access to the
President during his illness, but
nothing compels the President
10 summon these officials and
reveal his precise health condi-
tion on his own. And nothing
compels these officials to inquire
into the President’s state of
health should he decide to keep
them guessing.
‘The President must oblige us
with a full statement.

e
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THE bombing of a Catholic cathedral
in Jolo has spawned fears of a religious
strife in Mindanao. o

This was given credence after what

.

TODAY
Fallout from Jolo bombing
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- exirere -measure stiould be accorded

~ to those involved in the trafficking of

illegal drugs. These evil criminals de-

- 8troy young lives who in the full bloom

of their lives could turn out to be useful
and productive citizens, Killing them in
the suspicious police scenario that they
resisted arrest and fired at law enforcers
has only earned condemnation and deri--

‘sion from local and iriternational human -

seemed fo be a retaliatory blast on a -
mosque that claimed as many. lives in

the. Catholic church. Now, the fear of
bombings has reached Meiro Manila
where the Philippine National Police
‘has tightened security at shopping
malls. Collateral damage in shopping
malls could be bigger if terrorist suicide
bombers are able to slip through thie se-
curity check. :

] The fear has reached
Metro Manifa. i '

The PNP claimed that a male bomb-
er and a female bombér froim Indonesia
were responsible for the Jolo cathedral
attack. Suicide bomibers are something
new in the country’s history of blasts
perpetrated by lawless clements, The
Abu Sayyaf group of extortionists who
passed themselves off as political rebels
has not been known to commit suicide
bombings. This is a method of mass
murder that is new and difficult to stop,
How do you prevent a suicide bomber
from detonating himself in a line of
mall goers passing through sccurity
cheek?

In light of this new development,
there is now a public clanor to restore
the death penalty. And why not, consid-
ering that a bombing that results in mass
murder is a heinous erime? The same

rights groups, _
So capture these drug traffickers and
execute them afler a- fair and speedy

Arial. The public execution of Chinese

drug pusher Lim Seng in the first days

-of Marcos- martial law put the fear of

God among other drug traffickers,
There is a global war being waged

by terrorists. Governinents world-wide

should step up to the challenge of fight-
ing these cold-blooded butchers, In
other major capitals, the other weapon

. used by terrorists is running down pe-
 destrians on'a busy street with a stolen
‘vehicle. London, Paris and other US cit-

. ies have experienced these terrorist kill-

ing using vehicles as weapons of death,
‘Last week, there was the rumored
death of President ‘Rodrigo ‘Duterte.

-The President’ laughed off the fake

news while Palace officials dismissed
the false report as wishful thinking by
his detractors. But the President drew
criticism when he told his Cabinet of-
ficials not to campaign for administra-
tion i the midterm elections on May
13. Cabinet members must have raised
their eyebrows considering that Presi-
dent Duterte is openly campaigning for
and endorsing Senate candidates Bong
Go and Francis Toleitino,: The Presi-
dent must lead by example on this issue.
These two senatorial bets have enough
moiey to mount their campaign’ and
win senate Seats without the President
campaigning for them.

The women senatorial bets-—Cyn-
thia Viliar, Grace Poe and Pia Cayetano
~-are leading the pack in the senatorial
race, according 10 two polling compa-
nies, But how reliable are these poll-
sters when their survey-is limited to a
small area that does not reflect the na-
tionwide preference? And who are pay-
ing for these surveys? Obviously, if’s

Alf ' TuntoAS



Fallout...-
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. the candidate who has money to spend
with the questions rigged to suit the de-
sired effect of the candidate.

" Expect a few surprises in. the. fi-

nal outcome of the May 13 elections, .

Those who are not in the win column
of 12 senatorial candidates might yet
prove the pollsters wrong. Name re-
call, a good work track record pius a
nationwide netweork of supporters could
prove the survey polls inadequate, This
scenario is possible in the national elec-
tions for senators. At the local level,
congressmen, - governors and mayors

would' m_o$t p}obab!y prevail given
- their family dynasty control of constitu-

ents in their area, :

This then is the reason why those ex-
pensive TV commer¢ial ads are done by
the senatorial candidates whe have to
campaign on. a nationwide basis while
local candidlates like congressmen, gov-
etnors and mayors confine thieir cam-
paign to their district, province or city.

But given their perks and pork bar-
rel, ‘the local bets have just as much
stake to win, So don’t wonder why
the pork-laden P3.757-trillion nationa!
budget was approved by Congress de-
spite the verbal skirmishes beiween
Rep. Rolando Andaya and Budget Sec-
retary Benjamin Diokno.

It’s only a joke, no?



By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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Centcom lauds resident’s tip-off in foiled
NPA attack

By John Rey Saavedra

CEBU CITY — The Central Command (Centcom) on Sunday praised the act of a
concerned citizen in the town of Mabinay in Negros Oriental for reporting to soldiers the
plan of New People's Army rebels to disrupt a community program supported by the military
and the local government unit.

Centcom commander, Lt. Gen. Noel Clement said the timely report by the resident led to
the encounter between troops under the 15th Infantry Battalion and the “anti-development
communist terrorist group” in Sitio Baliw, Barangay Bagtic of said town last Friday,

February 8.

Clement said the soldiers were conducting community support programs in said place
when they received a report from one of the townsfolk about the plan of the NPA rebels to

attack government troops attending the activity.

Lt. Col. Patricio Tomales, commander of the 15th Infantry Battalion, “immediately ordered
his troops to launch a deliberate action to preempt the evil plan,” Ciement said in statement

sent to the Philippine News Agency.

“We were able to hit the enemy for about 30 minutes and later pushed them out of the
encounter site, recovering several items such as one M16 rifle with 11 magazines, one
Anti-Personnel Mine, one rifle grenade, ene commercial radio, personal belongings, and
subversive documents,” the statement quoted Tomales as saying.

There were no reports of casualties on both sides. Clement, however, said the blood stains
along the enemy withdrawal route suggest that the enemy suffered gunshot wounds during

the firefight.

He also emphasized the motivation of the soldiers who managed to quell the plans of the
NPA rebels.

“This victory is a testimony of courage coupled with strong determination of our troops who
are helping the local government units ensure full implementation of programs that will
alleviate the socio-economic problem affecting their localities,” Clement said.

He reminded the people in the Visayas on the rebels’ stance on development.
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By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

“The evil plan however, is a solid proof of NPA’s anti-development stance to keep people
drenched in poverty. Their pathetic move didn’t work this time. The people, to whom we
dedicate our service, are now actively reporting the enemy's presence and activities in their
barangays. We are happy that they fully understand and support the government's peace
and development initiatives,” he also said. '

Brig. Gen. Ignacio Madriaga, commander of the Army's 302nd Infantry (Achiever) Brigade,
said in the same statement that "This encounter is the result of the continuing coordinative
effort of the populace who had grown weary of the NPA menace and the unrelenting
commitment of your Army troops to protect the community from the NPA terrorists.”

According to him, the incident which sprang from a concerned resident’s report “is a clear
manifestation that the locals are no longer afraid of the NPA terrorist group.” (PNA)




