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Campaign

for nat’l bets

By PAOLO ROMERO
and HELEN FLORES

. The 90-day national cam-

paign for over 60 senato-

rial candidates and 154
party-list groups in the
May elections -officially
kicks off today, with the
Commission on Elections
(Comelec) again warning
them against committing
electoral offenses.

The Comelec last month re-
leased the names of 62 senato-
rial candidates it has allowed
to run as well as 154 accredited
patly-list groups sceking seats
in the House of Representa-
tives. - o

“The Senate race is consid-
ered to be tight, with seven
senators seeking reelection, six
others wanting to return to the
chamber and several promi-
nent candidates, including
those endorsed by President
Duterte, fighting over only
12 slots.

The reelectionist senators,
belonging to diffexent political
parties, will be launching their
electoral campaign separately

Fufn to Page 2
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but they are expected to be
together in a rave sortie tomor-
row in Tondo, Manila.

Sens. Cynthia Villar, Sonny

Angara, Joseph Victor Ejercito
and Aquiline Pimentel III are
scheduled to attend a cam-
paign kick-off in Pampanga
this afternoon organized by
the Hugpong ng Pagbabago
(HNP), a regtonal party head-
ed by Davao City Mayor Sara
Duterte. ' :
Also expected to.join the
campaign rally are other can-

.didates supported by the HHNE, \

namely former special assis-

“tant to the president Chris-

topher Go, former Bureau of
Corrections chief Ronaldo
dela Rosa, former political af-
fairs adviser Francis Tolentino,
Taguig City-Pateros Rep, Pia
Cayetang, former senators
Ramon Revilla Jr. and Jinggoy
Estrada, Maguindanao Rep.
Zajid Mangudadatu and for-
mer jowrnalist Jiggy Manicad.

Jjercito and Dela Rosa, both

motorbike eptiitisiasts, are ex-
pecled t6 proceed to the venite
in.a corivoy of motorcycles,

Also expeeted to speak during the ratly
are Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and -
Pampanga Gov. Lilia Pineda.

Sen. Grace Poe will kick off her cam-
paign this morning with a.school feed-
ing program at a multi-purpose hail in
‘Payatas, Quezon City, - _

Sen. Nancy Binay wilt launch her cam-
paign with a motorcade from San Jose
del Monle, Bulacan. She will be joined
by Angara, former Senate president Juan
Ponce Enrile and senatorial candidate
Dan Roleda, -

Reciectionist senators Angara, Binay,
Ejercito, Pimentel, Poe, Villar and Aquino
~whois runuing under the opposition co-
alition Otso Diretso ~are scheduled to be
together in one rally in Tondo tomorrow,

The evenl was organized by Poe, who

-~ 18 runiting as an independent. Five of her
.. fellow reelectionisis and Senate Prosident
_+Vicente Sotto 1l have confirmed thetr at-
“elendance.

;JHouse-to-house

S Opposition senatorial bets, meanwhile,

- will begin their house-to-house campaign
today. Liberal Party president Francis Pan-
gilinan said a house-to-house campaign
will enable them to directly relay to the
people their. platforms while listening to

~ their concerns. :

“This campaign strategy of going
housce-to-house is a game-changer. It has
not been done on a national scale,” said
Pangilinan, who Is also the Otso Diretso
cam 1paign manager. '

The candidates of the Olso Diretso
(Straight Hight) state are Aquing, former
senator Mar Roxas, human rights lawyer
Chel Diokno, Marawi civicleader Samira
Guloc, former soficitor general Florin Hil-
bay, veleran election lawyer Romulo Ma-
calinlal, former Quezon congressman Erin
Taitada and Magdalo Rep. Gary Alejano.

Otso Diretso candidates except Roxas
will join a “face-to-face persitasion cam-

“paign” in Caloocan City, where they are
also expected to launch the slate’s cight-
point program. ‘

Pangilinan said the opposition bets will

' focus onimproving
the lives of Filipino
tamilies.

“They them-
selves will knock
on doors and talk
to ordinary folk all
over the country,”
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he said. o ‘

“Qur campaign would be uphill as
most of them are relatively unknown in
the national stage. But I am confident that
when the people get to know them more,
they will vote for them to become our
public servants in the Senate,” he said.

Pangilinan, who himself ran and won
as anindependent in 2007, said getting the
people’s attention would be key to victory
for Otso Diretso. '

He said Project Makinig, a 10-weck
project he started late last year, was able
to mobilize 9,800 volunteers to talk to
116,000 people. Project Makinig promotes
face-to-face, volunteer-driven persuasion
" campaign. _

“Makinig 2.0 is our version of People
Power, empoweting ordinary citizens so
that they are able to make the right choice
for 'senators and empowering them to
campaign for these choices,” Pangilinan
said. ' ‘ : '

“Unlike resource-rich traditional politi-

. cians who will launch their electoral cam-

paigns through massive proclamation ral-
lies, the Otso Diretso candidates will start
their campaign going back to the people,
sharing each other’s stories,” he said.
Vice President Lent Robredo, L chaix,
will join all Otso Diretso candidates in a

kick-off rally in Naga City, Camarines Sur.

tomorrow.

Active campaigning
At Malacafiang, presidential spokes-

man Salvador Panelo said President.

Duterte is expected to actively campaign
for his allics — including the ones em-
broiled in controversies. He has yet to
disclose his choices for' senators.

“The President wil], as he said, endorse
certain candidates of his choice so pre-
sumably he will be actively campaighing
since hé is not prohibited by law to do so,”
Panelo said in a chance interview.

“An endorsement could translate into
votes given the popularity of the Presi-
dent, but then again the ultimate judg-
ment will be on the part of the people,”
he added. :

While Duterte has been publicly prais-
ing some candidates, he has not released
a complete list of senatorial bets of his
choice, - o

Two political groups with senatorial
slates are. aligned with the administra-
tion, They aré the Partido Demokratiko
Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-Laban),

o
s

the political party of Duterte; and the
FINP coalition of presidential daughter

~ and Mayor Carpio, which is reportedly

endorsing 14 candidates. ’

Previous reports said Duterte would
also lead the kick off for a mixed slate of
senatorial candidates under a coalition
called “Du it”

In his previous speeches and media
interviews, the President voiced support
for the senatorial bids of 10 candidates -
— Tolentino, Dela Rosa, Go, folk singer
Freddie Aguilar, Angara, Villar, Cayetano,
llocos Norte Gov. Imee Marcos, Ejercito
and Estrada, .

Duterte previously admitted there
were disagreements among his allies over
who would comprise the administration’s
senatorial slate, . .

But Panelo said the development only
proved that the administration has d
“deep bench.” :

- “Tf he, for instance, supports the three

" slates, then it only means that he has a

deep bench of senatorial hopefuls, So, re-
gardless of who among the wins, eh OK pa
rirt s kanya iyor (that would be acceptable
to him),” the spokesmansaid.

While Malacafiang claimed Duterte
has a tot of candidates to choose from,
eritics pointed out that some of his choices
were involved in irregularities, especially
Hslrada and Marcos. '

Estrada is out on bail for plunder in
connection with the muliibillion-peso
pork barrel scam. . - -

Critics sald Duterte’s endorsement
of Estrada was incompatible with his
promise not to tolerate even a whiff of
corruption under his watch.

But Panelo said Estrada is presumed
innocent until a coust finds him guilty of
the charges against him. :

#The Constitution says unless you are
convicted by final judgment... He (Estra-
da) has been granted bail and the reason
for the court’s grant of provisional liberty
is anchored on the fact that the evidence of
guilt is not strong,” the spokesman said.

“So you cannot begrudge the President
for endorsing a man who is presumed to
be innocent under the law. Otherwise you
are prejudging him,” he added.

Asked what qualifications Duterte

‘wants for candidates seeking his endorse-

ment, Panclo replied: “Based on what 1
heard from him when he endorses - hon-
esty, efficient in work.”

- With Alexis Romero

’
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Former PNP Director General Ronald

“Balo” cela Rosais among the 1 senatorial candidates being
endorsat by President Duterte. —~MALACARANG PHOTO

Maguindanao province.

The President called out
Mangudadatu's pame while he
was speaking about the possi-
hility of Maguindanao finding
oilin Lignasan Marsh.

Preferred
"So ifyou become rich, do nor
forpetus,” the Presidentsaid,
Alse it hisspeech, the Prosi-
dlent thanked Marcos Forsupport-

ing his presidential bid in 2016,

Presidential — spokesperson
Salvador fancloe on Monday
noted that Mr, Duterte had said
he would campaign for his “pre-
ferredt candidates,”

Asked whether the Presi-
dent's endorsement of practi-
cally three slates would affeet
the chances of administration
candidates, Paneclo said: "Well,
your know in the ultimate analy-

sis, it will be the electorate who
wiltdecide.”

The three slates consisted of
those from POP-Laban, his sup-
poscdd senatorial slate and HNP.

Panelo satd the President had
corie up with his own senatorial
slate aithough he was chair of
PDP-Laban because it was his
personal preference. “So, I don’t
think we can stop him,”

He added that the President

" was presenting certain candi-

dates that he thought would be
good matertal for the Senate,

‘Deep bench?’

If the President is support-
ing three slates it means he has
a deep bench of senatorial
hepefuls, according to Panelo.

He said not all candidates on
the slate that previows Presi-
dents had endorsed had won.
“There is always somehady out-
side of the slate that gets the ap-
probation of the people.”

Panelo defended the inclu-
sion of Marcos and Ustrada
among the preferred candidates
of the President when asked
about  Mr. Duterte’s  strong
stand against corruption,

Marcos is a daughter of the
late dictator Ferdinand Marcos,
who had been accused of amass-
ing ill-gotten wealth of up to $5
biltion during his 20-year rule.

Estrada is facing plunder
charges in the Sandiganbayan,

bt is out on bail.

‘Debtof gral‘ltud ¢

Panolo sajd the President
was helping Marcos because he
was “indebted to her because
she is one of gnly (W0 §OVELNOTS
who helped him in Ihell?,()lﬁ
presidential] campaign. Hisrea-
son was because he owed her a
debt of gratitade.”

Panelo noted that Iimee Mar-
cos had not yet been charged of
any crime.

In the case of Estrada, Pane-
to said the son of former Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada had not yet
heen convicted of plunder.

Bstrada is accused of plun-
der and 11 connts of graft for a.l'
legedly pocketing P183.79 mil-
lion from his Priotity Develop-
ment Assistance Pund (Pl)AIF)
allocation from 2004 Lo 2010 10
the scheme allegedly master-
minded by businesswomat
Janet Lim-Napoles in collusion
with lawmakers.

“And the Constitution Sayf%,
unless you are convicted by fi-
nal judgment, you are pre-
stimed Lo he innoccnt.ls? the
presumption is Estrada is inno-
cent,” he said.

panelo also said Estrada was
given provisional liberty from
the plunder case, showing that
“the evidence of guilt is not
strong.” —~wiTH A REPORT FROM -
QUIRERRESEARCH IMQL
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) “TAHO' INCIDENTAT‘ MRT

Cop gets medal |
) for keeping his cool -

By Jaymee T. Gamil
@}Ga_mlllNQ

e

For grace under fire from a Chinese woman
‘armed with a cup of "mho, PO1 Wiltiam
. Cristobal received honors on Monday AZ
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from the Philippine National
Police commander,

PNP Director General Oscar
Albayalde presented a com-
mendation medal, the Medalya
ng Papur, to Cristobal at PNP
headquarters in Camp Crame,
Quezon City, praising the ofti-
cer as "worthy of emulation.”

Cristobalkept his caol after
being splattered with taho
{(sweetened bean curd drink) by
23-year-old Chinese student
Jiale Zhang at the MRT Boni
station in Mandaluyong City
on Saturday. )

Liguids have been prohibited
at MRT and LRT stations since
twin blasts at a Catholic church
inJolo, Sulu province, killed more
than 20 people and wounded
nearly 100 others on Jan, 27,

Encounter at the stiles

Cristobal stopped Zhang at
the stiles when he saw that the
young weman, who was study-
ing fashion design in Manila,
was carrying a cup of taho,

He told her to finish her
taho first or throw it away and
he would let her through,

Zhang threw the taho, not
away but at Cristobal, who got
iton hischestand right arm.

A commuter videoed the
scene and the images went vi-
ralon the internet,

One picture showed Cristo-
bal glowering at Zhang and
zritting his teeth, but standing
his ground like a good saldicer.

Ztrang was arrested and a
raft of charges was thrown at
her by the authorities, who also
recommended her deportation

IARDED MEDAL

KEEPING HIS COOL

for good measure,

No more train rides for her,
too, a5 the MRT banned her
from its premises for defying
sccurity measures,

‘Very commendable’

Albayalde was all praisoe for
Cristobal on Monday.

“lis actions were very com-
mendable, What he showed our
countrynmen was that our police
officers are trwy disciplined
and patient, repardless of
whether they ace facing a local
ar a foreigner," the PNP chiel
told reporters after the award-
ing ceremony for Cristobal,

I think how he acted was
worthy of emulation,” Albiy-
alde added,

Jna talic with reporters af-
ter the ceremony, Cristobal
said he never thought of retal-
iatory action after getting
splatiered with {aho,

“1 just did what our PNP
chief wanted us to do, which is
to have a lot of patience and do
what is right for our country,”
said Cristobal, who has been on
the force for 10 years,

Wake-up call

Vice President Leni Robre-
do called the incident a
“wake-up call” for the Duterte
administration, which has cho-
sei to be friendly to China de-
spite the Chinese’s grabbing
Philippine territory in the
Soutl China Sea.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, a for-
mer PNP chiel, called the inci-
dent "a stap to us” and viged
Filipinos to take a stand,

“As Filipinos, we shoutld be
united in saying that, ‘tey, we
may be a simall country, a weak
country, a poor country, but

you cannot treat us Hke that,
[you cannot] push us around,”
Lacson sald,

He sald the PNI was right in
sccking the declaration of
Zhang as an undesirable alien,

sen. Richard Gordon said
China should teH it citizens to
obey Philippine laws, as he
called on Monday for the de-
portation of Zhang,

“The Chinese nationals here
and all other foreign nationals
stitying in our country should
respect our rudes and laws, They
should not flout out rules and
they should also respect the offi-
cials who are implementing our
laws,” Gordon said.

But  Voreign  Secretary
Teodoro Locsin Ji.  advised
against blowing the incident out
of proportions, recommending
only the prosecution of Zhang,

Locsin tweeted on Monday
that he needed to think about
the Fillpinos living in China,

“A litde outburst of reac-
tive xenophobia” could be
detrimental to them, he said,

Waiting for developments

Malacafang also refused to
see the taho-throwing incident
as agpression and decided to
walt for the results of the offi-
cial action against Zhang,

“She’s facing deportation
charges. What the President
hates is when an oppressive act
is committed and nothing hap-
pens. But in this siluation 1
think he will just wait for the
developments,”  presidential
spokesperson Satvador Panelo
told reporters on Monday.,

Panelo described the inci-
dont as an “lsolated case.” —wirn
REPORYS FROM LEILA B. SALAVERIIA
AND JULIE ML AURELD  [NQY




WASHINGTON—Two US war-

ships sailed near islands claimed
by China in the South China Sea
on Monday, a US official told
Reuters, a move that angered
Beijing at a time of tense rela-
" tions between the world's two
biggest econotmies.

Beijing and Washington are
locked in a trade war and the
two sides are trying to hammer
out a deal ahead of a March 1
deadline when US tariffs on
$200 billion worth of Chinese
imports are scheduled to in-
crease to 25 percent from 10
percent.,

Escalating tensions Dbe-
tween the United States and
China have cost both countries
billiens of dollars and roiled
global financial markets.

The official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
the two guided-missile de-
stroyexs traveled within 22
kilometers of Panganiban Reef,
a maritime feattre interna-
tionally known as Mischief
Reef and located in Philippine
waters in the disputed Spratly
Islands that China seized int the

mid-1990s and developed into
amilitary outpost.
China’s foreign ministry on

Monday expressed anger over’

the US operation.

Hua Chunying, the foreign-

ministry - spokesperson, -said
the US ships entered Chinese
waters without permission,

. Freedom of navigation

The US operation was the lait-
cst attempt to counter what
Washington sces as Beijing’s ef-
forts to limit freedom of naviga-
tion in the strategic waters, where
Chinese, Japanese - and soine
Southeast Asian navies opérate.

China claims almost all of
the strategic South China Sea,
inchuding waters close to the
shores of four Southeast Asian
nations that have overlapping
claims - in the resource-rich
sea-~the Philippines, Brunei,
Malaysia and Vietnam,

Beijing frequently lam-
bastes Washington and its al-
{ies aver naval operations near
Chinese-occupied islands.

These include Panganiban
and six other recfs that China

4

had seized from the Philip-
pines and built into artificlal is-
lands to present the United Na-
tions Permanent Court of Arbi-
tration in The Hague witha fait
accompli in a challenge to its
sweeping claim brought by the
Philippine government in 2013,

The court ruled in favor of
the Philippines in 2016, invali-
dating China's extensive claim
and declaring it violated -the
Philippines’ sovereign right to
fish and explore resources in
the West Philippine Sea, wa-
ters within the country’s 370-
km Exclusive economic zone in

“the South China Sea.

China militarization

China ignored the ruling
and proceeded to develop mili-
tary outposts on the Philippine
reefs, topping them with naval
and air defense capabilities, in-
cluding antiship and surface-
to-air missiles, ?ﬁ

China and the United States
have repeatedly traded barbs
over what Washington calls
Beijing’s militarization of the

 South China Sea. -reuTERs
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US destroyers sail
in disputed South
~ China Sea amid
trade tensions

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Two US
warships sailed near islands clhimed
by China in the South China Sea on
Monddy, a US official told Reuters, a
move likely to anger Beijing at a time
of tense relations’ belween the world's
{wo higgest cconemies,

Beijing and Washinglon are locked
in a trade war and the two sides are
trylng to hammer oul a deal ahead of
a March 1 deadline when US tariffs on
$200 billion worth of Chinese imports
are scheduled to increase to 25 percent
from 10 percent,

Escalating tensions between the
United States and China have cost both
countries billions of dollars and roiled
global financial markets,

The official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the two guided-missile
destroyers traveled within 12 nautical
miles of Mischicf Reef in the disputed
Spratly Islands.

The operation was the latest al-

- tempt to counter what Washington sees
as Beijing's efforts to limit freedom
of navigation in the strategic waters,
witere Chinese, Japanese and some
Southeast Asian navies operate.

China claims almost all of the
strategic South China Sea and
l'leque,ntiy lambastes the United »4
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US destroyé

States and its allies over naval opera-
tions near Chinese-oceupied islands.

China and the United States have
repeatedly traded barbs in the past
over what Washington says is Beijing’s
niililarization of the South China Sea
by building military installations on
artificial islands and reefs,

China defends its construction as
nhecessary lor self-defense and says it is
the United Stales that js responsible for

‘ateheting up tensions in the region by
sending warships and military plancs
close to islands Beijing claims, '

Victnam, the Philippines, Brunei,

{

;‘ U
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Malaysia, Indonesia and Taiwan have
competing claims in the region,

Foars have grown in recent months
that the US-China (rade dispute is just
one olement in a hilateral relationship
thal is fast cooling across the hoard,
with top US administration oflicials
sharply crilicizing Beijing for overy-
thing from human rights abuses (o
cyber espionage in the United States.

The two countries are also at odds
overregional securily, including Wash-
ington’s overlures to the self-ruled

island of "Eaiwan, which China claims
as its own,
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2 US warships sail in disputed China Sea

WASHINGTON., — Two US warships sailed
near jslands claimed by China in the South
China Sea on Monday, a US official told Re-
uters, a move likely to anger Beidjing at a dine of
tense relatons between the world’s two biggest
cconomies, :

The official, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said the two guided-missile destroyers
teaveled within 12 nautical miles of Mischief
Reet in the disputed Spraty Islands,

The. Philippines calls Mischief Reef as
Panganiban Reef. The Philippines, Vietnam,
Brunei, Malaysia, Indonesia and Taiwan have
competing claims in the region.

Beijing and Washington are locked in a nade
war and the two sides are uying to hammer
out a deal ahead of a March 1 deadline when
US rariffs on $200 billion worth of Chinese

imports are scheduled to increase to 25 percent
from 10 percent,

Escalating tensions between the United
States and China have cost both countries
billions of dollars and roiled global financial
markets.

The US warships® operation was the htest
attempt to counter what Washington sees as
Beijing’s efforts to limit freedom of navigation
in the strategic waters, where Chinese, Japanese
and some Southeast Asian navies operate,

China claims almost all of the strategic South .

China Sea and frequently lambastes the United
States and its allies over naval aperadons near
Chinese-oceupied islands.

China and the United States have repeatedly
traded barbs in the past over what Washinglon
says is Beijing’s militarization of the South

China Sea by building militaty instatiations on
artificial islands and reefs.

China defends its consteuction as necessary
for self-defense and says it is the Unied States
that is responsible for ratcheting up rensions
in the region by sending warships and military
planes close 1o islands Beijing claims.

Fears have grown in recent months thas the
US-China rade dispure is just one clement in &
bilateral relationship that is fast cooling aceoss
the board, with top US administration officials
sharply criticizing Beijing for everything from
human rights abuses o cyber espionage in the
United States. o, :

The two countries are also ar odds over
regional sccurity, including Washingrons over-
res to the selforuled islind of Taiwan, which
China claims as its own. -- Renters



THE United States sailed two warships
close to the disputed islands in the South
China Sca on Monday, a move expected
to draw Beiing’s ire. :
The guided-missile destroyers USS
Spruance and USS Preble sailed within

[2 nautical miles of the Spratly Istands -

as part of what the US Navy calls a “fiee-
dom of navigation operation,” ‘

In Manila, the United States has fund-
ed the Philippine Coast Guard’s Out-
board Motor Center of Excellence, a new
maritime training facility in Balagtas,

RSHIPS TEST ‘FREEL
\VIGATION'

PS

Bulacan, intended to cnhance the coast
guard’s capacily to train its. workforce
and sustain its equipment.

US and Philippine officials inaugu-
rated the P39-million new facility con-
sisting of a classroom, a barracks and an
outboard motor maintenance lab during
the unveiling ceremony on Monday.

The-US Navy’s operation was carried
oul “to challenge excessive maritime
claims and preserve access to the water-
ways as goveined by infernational law,”

? Next page

T £ MR O R B G K




2 US warships...

FromAl .~

Commander Clay Doss, a spokesman
for the US Navy's 7th Fieet, told CNN.

“All operations are designed in accord- -
ance with international law and demon-
strate that the United States will fly, sail
and operate wherever international law
allows,” Doss said, adding “that is true
in the South China Sca as in other places
around the globe.”

Monday's operation was the second in
the South China Sea reported by the US
Navy this year, In January, the destroyer -
USS McCampbell sailedwithin 2 nauti-
cal miles of the Paracel Islands, '

Shortly after that operation, China
accused the US of trespassing in its ter-
ritorial waters—and sald it had depleyed
missiles “capable of targeting medium and
large ships.” .

“The US action violated the Chinese
laws and international laws, infringed
Chinas sovereignty, damaged regional
peace, security and :

order,” Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Lu Kang said at the time.

“China will take necessary actions to
proteet state sovereignty.”

In late September, the USS Decatur also
satled within 12 nautical miles of Gaven
and Johnson reefs in the Spratly Islands
as part of a shmilar freedom of navigation

" operation,

During that operation, a Chinese de-
stroyer came within 45 yards of the US

. warship, forcing it to maneuver to avold a

collision. The US labeled the Chinese war-
ship’s actions unsafe and unprofessional,
while Beijing said the US was threatening
the safety and sovereignty of China,

The US has accused Beijing of install-
ing missiles and other military hardware
on the disputed istands,

“There’s been sort of a steady increase,”
Admiral John Richardson, the US Chief of
Naval Operations, told reporters earlier
this month when asked about China’s mili-
tarization of the area, -

“The weapons systems have been get-
ting inereasingly sophisticated so it's
something we're watching very closely,”
he said.

“We've got big interests there so we're
going to remain there,” he added, noting
that about a third of the world’s trade pass
through those waters.

With Rey E. Requejo
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AFP MODERNIZATION PROJECT

MILITARY LOOKING FOR DRONE JAMMERS

The Department of National
Defense has reopened the bid-
ding for the -P33.75-niillion .
supply contract for antidrone
equipment following a slight
alteration on the specifics of
the motorcycle that will be
used to carry the device..

Defense Assistant Secretary
Manuel Ramos, chair of the bids
and awards comunittee, said the
military needed nine sets of
shoulder-fired directional jam-
mers under the Revised Armed
Forces of the Philippines Mod-
ernization Program.

“Delivery of the goods is
required not later than 120 cal-
eldar days from the receipt of
contract and notice o pro-
ceed,” Ramos said.

- tkm effective distance

Directional: jammers _are
used against umhanned acrial
vehicles or drones by disrupt-
ing radio control frequencies.

The directional jammers
must have an effective opera-
tional distance of at [east one
kilometer. . —seAnneTTE ),
anpRaDE INQ £
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P11-M smuggled cigarettes selzed at Zamboangaport
ZAMBOANGA CITY—A joint operation on illegal drugsand
smuggling on Saturday intercepted 12,640 reams of smuggled
cigarettes worth at least P11 million at the port here. Rear Adm. Rene
Medina, commander of the Naval Forces Western Mindanao, said
the operation seized the imported cigarettes from a commetrcial /W
vessel, MV Kristel Jane, that came from Jolo town, Sulu provinge, on
Saturday. The seized cigarettes were turned over 1o the Bureau of
Customs office here for safekeeping, Medina said, adding that no
one had come forward to claim the items. He said the foiled trans-
port of smuggled cigarettes was a result of an intensified maritime
patrol and operation of the Navy and other agencies, —JULEAUPALA
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300 Caraga barangays eyed

as poll watchlist areas

BUTUAN CITY -- At least 300 baran-
gays in Cara?a are being considered as
election watchlist areas in the May polls,
the regional office of the Commission on
Elections (Comelec) said.

Most of the barangays are in Surigao’

del Sur and Agusan del Sur, Francisco
Pobe, Con‘telec-Cal‘aga director, said,
“Skirmishes between government
forces and communist insurgents have
occurted -in these... areas, but our forces

are lrying to neutralize them before elec-

tion day,” Pobe said. :
He said the Regional Joint Security
Control Center (RJSCC) is validating

the list of affected barangays, :
Pobe said the police and military
also continue to monitor areas prone to
violence, including those where there
is a reported prosence of private armed
groups. : _ _
Security forces ate set to submit their
report at the RJSCC meeting in this city
next week. - '
Caraga is composed of the provinces
of Agusan del Norte, Agusan del Sur,
Surigao del Norte, Surigao del Sur and
Dinagat Istands, ‘
There are 1,131 barangays in the re-
gion, “ + Ben Serrang

j
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By MAYEN JAYMALIN
Despite the posslblhty of
signal disruptions in far-flung

areas, the Commission on Elec-
tions (Comelec} is hoping for

a 100 percent electronic trans-
mission of results of the May
midterm elections. -

" Comelec Commissioner
Matlon Casquejo said the poll

body intends to surpass the.

electronic transmigsion rates
in the last three elections and -
achieve a 100 percent rate in the
coming po]ls. _ :
”'lrausmmf;ion rate in the

Turnto Page 4 f‘. ,
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2016 elections was close to
97 percent. 50 we are targel-
ing if we could exceed to 100
percent,” Casquejo disclosed
yesterday. :
" He noted that the Comelec re-
cordled a 91 percent eleclonic trans-
mission rate in 2010 and the figuwe
dropped to 76 peraent in 2013,
According to Casquejo, the
Comelec has adopted contin-
gency ‘measures to prevent
the removal of Secured Digital
(SD) card from the vote count-

ing machines (VCMs) in case .

clectronic transmission fails
due o signal disruplions,
“One of the contingency
procedures is in the event that
the electoral board failed to
transmit election results from
the voting cenler... they will

0 o the nearest voting center
with a strong signal so that we
could send the results divectly
from the VCM to the CCS

(Consolidation Canvassing -
System) and the transparency-
server,” he noted.

The transfer of SD card will
be accompanied by clements of
the Philippine National Police
{PNP) or the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) as well
as represenlatives of candidates.

Fe said removal of the 8D
card would be the last resort
for the clectoral board to avoid
doubts on the credibility of
clection results,

Casquejo said the Comelec
is also working with the police
and military to prevent at-

lempts to sabolage the signal.

Yesterday, the Comelec con-
ducted the last of three conipo-
nents of the Trusted Build pro-
gram of the Automated Election
Qflstem tobe used in the midterm
elections. - With Sheila Crisos-
tomo, meanuei Fupas, Roel
Parefio
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Campaign petiod
- starts today

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR and GERARD NAVAL

THI campaign perfed for the May 13 national and lecal elee-
tions starts today, o

The opposition’s senatoriad slage, “Otso Diretso,” is Fanchivg
its campaign in Caloncan ¢ty this moming,

The slare, fed by Sen, Bam Aquine, will kick oft activitics
with a press conference at Café Pollacion from 1 o 2:30 po1s.

The PDE-Laban, andey which President Duterte ean in the
May 2006 clections, is set 1o Formally Tiuach the candidaey of
its live sevatorial eandidates on Thursday in Bidacan.

But a regional party headed by Davao City Mayor and
presidengial daughter Sarab Daterie-Carpio, the Tugpong ng
Paghabage (TTNE), will Tawach its campaign in Pampanga this
miorpdge at the proviacial capitol, _

The PDP-Lalan and the TIND have conwnon candidates,

Presiddent Duterte apparently has his own set of candidates,
some of whom are also PDP-Laban and HIND bets,

The PDP-Laban candidates are Duterte’s former special
assistant, Christopher “Boug” Go; former PND chief Ronald
“Baro™ deli Rosa; Daterte’s {ormicr political adviser, Fraocis
Tolenting; Duterte’ godson and PDP-Laban bead Sen, Aqui-
lins Pimentel B and Maguindanao Rep, Zajid Mangudadat,

The NP Fas a padonal shite composed of eight candidates

-G, Deka Rosa, Sen. Cynthia Viliar, Sen. fV Bjercito, Faguigy
depy Pin Cayetano, Hocos Novte Gov, Tinee Marcos, Manguda-
date, and former senator finggoy Bstrada, Iis regional slate is
compused of Tolentino, Pimented, Sen, fuan Ndgardo Angara,
formaer senaror Bong Revilla, and former mediaman Jippy

Sce CAMPAIGNY- Page B3




CAMPAIGN

Manicad.

Duterte has been vocal ahout his
preference for certain candidates,
He is appearing in TV ads of Go

and Tolentino. He has raised the

arm of some senatotial hopefuls in
several events, which presidential
spokesman Salvador Panelo sakl
was the President’s way of volcing
his “personmal choice”

Among the personalities that
NDuterte has vouched for are Go,
Dela Rosa, Tolentino, Villar, An-
gara, liercito, Cayetano, Marcos,
Listrada, and folk icon Freddie
Aguilar,

NEUTRALITY

On the eve of the start of the

campaign petiod, Duterte remind-
cd those in government, including
thosc in the military and the police,
not to getinvolved in the campaign
of any candidate.

“I have ordered the military, 1
have ordered che police, neural.
Neutral ang Cabinet. Although,
they can campaign pero sa pana-
hon ko, sabi ko huwag, Huwag
kayo makialam sa pulitika (I said
don’t. Don’t get involved in poli-
tics), the President said durfng the
distribution of land titles to Jand
reform beneficiaries in Maguin-
danno.

Duterte also said no govern-
ment funds should be used in the
campaign. He said the presence of
some Cabiner officials in sorties
or events attended by candidates
could lead to suspicions that gov-
ernment funds are being used.

‘Fhe President said his case is
different because he is a “political
entity,” and he can choose if he
would campaign or not.

BONG GO IN CRAME

Go was in the PNP headeuarters
in Camp Crame yesterday, whete
he promised policemen that hous-
ing and medical care for them will
be his priority “when the time
comes.”

Speaking at rhe taunching of
the Kabataan Kontra Droga at
Terrorismo, Go said he is not cam-
paigaing, noting it is not proper
tocampaign inside a police camp,

He urged the youth to support
President Ducerte’s campaign
agrinst ilfegal drugs,

. He later talked about some of

government’s progeams, includ-
ing last year’s acquisition of P1.6
billion worth of equipment for
the PNP.

“On my part, Iwane to push for
the continuation of the AFP-PNP
housing program where we will
give affordable housing units to
our police, Our priority will be the
policemen in terms of housing,”
Go said.

Go also promised to provide
medical services to policemen and
Lo their familics.

In an interview, Go said he was
invited to be the guest speaker of
the launching of the anti-drugs
program as the honorary chaivman
of the Association of Chiefs of
Police of the Philippines Ing,

“I went here as an jnvited gucst,
only and as a ptivate citizen or
maybe as a former seceetary.., I'm
not campaigning,” he said.

PNP chicf Oscar Albayalde
defended Go and said he was
not campaigning, “He is hete as
member of the ACPI, being the
honorary chairman of the ACPY”
he said,

“Campaigning inside camp is
prohibited. That is strictly prohils-
ited,” he added.

OFF LIMITS

Three dioceses have declared
churches under their juisdictions
as off limits to clection propa-
ganda materials,

The Archdiocese of Cacercs
{Bicol region) said churches are
not alfowed to be used as a venuce
to promote the candidacy of -any
candidate.

“It is prohibited to allow the

posting of any candidate’s or politi- .

cal party’s political advertisement
(rarpaulin, banners, stickers, ctc) in
church property, including political
rallies in chuich premises,” said Ca-
ceres Archbishop Rolando Titona,

Balanga Bishop Ruperto Santos
satd he has also issued a similar
otder for the diocese.

“We have a pastoral directive
thar there will be no political tar-
pauling in any church patio and
fences,” he said adding no candi-
date will be allowed to participate
in offertory processions of masses,

Sorsagon Bishop Arturo Bastes
said he did not find it necessary to
come out with an official order but
that such a prohibition is atleacly in

Lo

cffectin the diocese.

“Our people know that it is
forbidden,” said Bastes,

Back in the 2013 polls, the Dio-
cese of Dacolod placed a tarpaulin
in front of San Sebastian Church
in Bacolod City bearing names of
candidates for senators aud party-
list groups.

Tn the tarpantin, the Diocese of
Bacolod identificd senatordal candli-
dates and patty-list groups that ate
for and against the reproductive
health law

CAMPAIGN MATERIALS

Resolution No. 10488 of the
Commission on Elections said
the campaign period for senators,
pacty-list groups, and for local po-
sitions will run ungil May 1,

Focat candidates will begin their
canpaign petiod on March 29,

Comelec spokesman James
Jimenez said the official seart of
the campaign period means the
Comelec can hold liable candidates
engaged in filcgal clection activities,

Considered as lawful campaign
materials are pamphlets, leaflets,
cards, stickers or other ptinted
matetials not exceeding 8 1/2 by
14 inches; posters made of cloth,
paper, cardboard ot any posted
material not exceeding 2 by 3 feet;
printed letters urging voters o
vote for or against any candidate,
and mobile vehicles that ate with
or without sound systems and/
ot lights.

Candidates ate prohibited from
distributing campaign materials
that viokate gender seositivity, that
ate obscene or offensive, or those
that violate the Magna Carta for
Women.

Candidates are required to post
their campaign materials only in
authorzed common poster areas
which include public places such
as roads, plazas, matkets, batangay
centers, parks, or any other public
grounds as identified by local clec-
tion officers,

Tor broadeast campaign matexi-
als, candidates arc allowed a miaxi-
mut of 120 minutes of "['V ads on
a per station basis, and 180 minntes
of radio ads on a per station basis.

The Comelec said all candidates
shall also be required to register
with the agency the website names
andd web addresses of their official
blogs or social media pages. -- With
Victor Reyes




lergtm}, ng Phllnp-
pine Natjional Police
(PNP) ang seguridad sa
buong bansa bunga ng
pag-arangkada ng kam-
panya ngayong araw ng
mga tumatakbong sena-
dor at pariylist congress-

men kaugnay ng gagand- .

ping midtern eleclions sa

© Mayo ng faong ito,

Ayon kay PNP Chief
P/Director General Oscar

Albayalde na nakahanda

na ang lahat ng security

111(3'15[]165 para sa ])ﬁg‘i]- )

simula ng.campaign pe-
-riod sa national leve] na

tatagal ng 90 araw.

Sinabi ni Albayalde,
na may mga bago silang

{istalan ng hotspot areds -

na_patuloy na isinasai-
lalim sa pagba-validate

‘ng PNP sa pakikipag-

koordinasyon sa Com-
wission on Elections

(Coméicc )y atAFP.

Magugunila nanoong
nakalipas na buwan ay
sinabi ni Albayalde na
nasa 19 bayan, siyudad
at munisipalidad sa Lu-

zon ai Mindanao ang

“isinaitalim sa Election
Watchlist Areas (EWAS)
para sa nalalapit na May
2019 midterm polls tulad

o

figan naman ng Pagadian

. City, Zamboanga del Sur;

Cagayan de Oro City ;

. Hadji Mohammad Ajul;
lipo-Tipo at Lantawan -
: sa Basilan; Sultan Duma-’

lundong; Mamasapano,

- Shariff Aguak, Shariff Say-
“dona Mustapha at:Datu
Unsuay sa Magumdandu

gayunduuu!g Manwl C:[y

5 Lanaadel Sur,

Ang nasabing inga
lugar ay may mga nai-
talang insidente ng kaa-
hasan, presensya ng mga

.atmadong gruph al mgh,
.. banta'sa p'lmbansang se-

guridad na naging base-
han para’ibilang ito sa
Hstahan ng hotspot, .on
szms— 17

.

ng bayan ng Sudipen at
Balaoan sa La Union;
Jones saIsabela; Lemory
sa Batangas; Rozas sa
Qriental Mindoro; Balud
at Dimasalang sa Mashate
at Daraga sa lalawigan
naman ng Albay..
Kabilang pa sa talaun
ay mula sa rehiyon ng
Mindanao na kinabibila-
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Albayalde to cops:
emain apolitical

Philippine Natlonal Police (PNP)
chief, Director General Oscar Albay-

alde reminded the 190,000-strong -

police force to remaln apolitical on

Monday, a day before the start of

the campalan period for the 2019
midterm elections.

“Sa ating mga members ng PNP,
palagl natin sinasabi sa kanila to
remain apolitical, hindi political,
apolitical. Huwag silang pumanig
kung kanino and of course we will
be fast in relleving kung makita
nalin na commanders na kumikil-
ing sa kahit na sinong kandidato,”
Albayalde sald. .

“Bawal na bawal 'yung kampanya
sa loob ng kampo. Bawal na bawal

‘yan. Hindi namin pwede pahintu-

lutan ‘yan,” he added.

On Tuesday, February 12, the
campaign period for the senators
and party-list groups will com-
mence, It will last untii May 1%,
2019, according to the Commission
on Elections (Comelec).

. This was echoed by senatorial
candidate Christopher Lawrence
"Bong” Go, who was the guest of
honor and speaker on the launching
of Kabataan Kontra Droga at Teror-
ismo in Camp Crame, Quezon City.

Itisa project aimed at educating
the youth about the ill-effects of II-
legal drugs and prevent them from

joining teirorist organizations. ’
Go said candidates should not
engage in premature campalgning
as it violates Comelec rules.
However, when asked by a iady.
reporter if his presence at Camp
Crame could be consideared prema-
ture campaigning, Go maintained
he merely graced an invitation

" from the Assoclation of the Chief

of Police of the Phiilippines for the
launching of the anti-lllegal drugs
and terrafism campaign.

For his part, Albayalde sald the
police force is “very ready” to Imple-
ment their security preparations
as the campalgn perlod kicks-off
Tuesday.

“Handang-handa naman na tayo
doon sa ating mga securily prepara-

. tions, Meron tayong mga listahan at

patuloy nating bina-validate ‘yong
mga fistahan ng mga hotspots dito
at patuloy naman ‘yong coordina-
tion natin with the Comelec and
with the AFP” Albayalde sald.
Earlier, Albayalde announced
that at least 19 towns and cities .
across the country are deemed
election hotspots because of the
history of violent elections in the
past, and the presence of armed
groups and other threat groups
such as communist rebels, (Martin
Sadongdong) 5 )
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. 20-PERCENT CUT IN BUS FARE

A, PAP, PCG PERSOMEL
GET PRE-VALENTINES DAY GIF?

By Krixia Subingsubing
@krixiasINQ

In recognition of their service,

active members of the Armned
Forces of the - Philippines,
Philippine National Police and
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)

are now entitled to a 20-percent.

fare discount when they ride
city and provincial buses.

The incentive took effect on
Feb. 11 after officials of the De-
partment  of Transportation
(DOTr), through the Land
Transportation Franchising and
Regulatory Board, and repre-
sentatives of the PNP, PCG and
AFP signed a memorandum of
agreement,

Inastatement, the DOTr said
the 20-percent fare discount was
due to a “directive from Presi-
dent Duterte to honor the men
and women in uniform for their
exemplary service in preserving

=

ADDED INCENTIVE Menin
_uniform get a discount in bus
rides out of gratitude for their
service to the country. -
~NINO JESUS ORBETA

the sovereignty, national securi-
ty and peace and grder of the
counltry.” v

To avail themselves of the
incentive, uniformed personnel
have only to present a valid
identification card as proof of
active service, INQ

Page:
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Soldiers, cops, PCG

“get bus fare discount

By ROMINA CABRERA
and RICHMOND MERCURIO

Personnel of the Armed
Porces of the Philippines
(AFP), Philippine National
Police (PNP) and Philip-
pine Coast Guard (PCG)

- willnow enjoy a 20-percent

yesterday signed a men-
orandum of agreement
(MOA} with the Depart-
ment of Transportation
(DOTr) for the fare dis-
count for personnel on
active duty.

They need only present
a valid 1D as proof of active

Student fare discount law ratified; story on Page 6 E

discount on bus fares:. -
This comes as the Land
Transportation Franchis-
ing and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB}-and 13 city and
provincial bus companies

R

| SOldier S From Page 1

-given by some bus companics
-to uniformed men and womei.
-~ “We formalized what is al-
‘ready happening on the ground
in some places. The reception
from bus operators is good,”

Delgra told reporters,

He noted, however, that
the discount is not mandatory
and that bus companies are
only encouraged to give out
the benefit “as an impression
of goodwill.”

Since the discount is not
mandatory under amemoran-

directive, this is our way of
giving back to our soldiers,
policemen and Coast Guard
servicemen who secure our
nation and protect the Filipino
people. We owe the peace and
order and nalional security of
our country to their inspiring
service,” Transportation Secre-

service to avail themselves
of the 20-percent discount..
LTERB chairman Martin
Delgra said the MOA for-
malizes the fornier benefits
Turrr to Page 6

dum circulai, unkike discounts
for students and petsons with
disabilities, bus companies
would not be penalized for
non-compliance,

The LTFRBsaid that the spe-
cial discount for active person-
nel was a directive of President
Duterte to honor the men and

tary Arthur Tugade said,
The special fare discount
for all uniformed personnel
of the AFP, PNP and PCG
shall remaln effective indefi-
nitely and will be reviewed
after one year, according to
the DOTT,
~ With Evelyn Macairan

women who give their lives for
the country.

The DOTY said the move
is “in recognition of the con-
tribution and sacrifice of the
men and women who risk
their lives to safeguard our
country.” _

“In line with the President’s




\V R
February 2019 - ﬂZﬁﬁng;’:ﬂBﬁME?m Page: 2.

T KATION'S LRADING NuWSPAPEN

20% bus fare discount
for cops, soldiers, PCG

U oamalneds

|
! " fy ALEXAMDRIA DENNISE SAN JUAN -
: Uniformed personne! from the
Armed Forees of the Philippines
{AT'P), Philippine National Police
(PNP), and the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG are now entitled to a 20
percent fare discount on pubtic util-
ily buses (PUBs) through an agree-
ment with the Tand Transporiation
IMranchising and Regulatory Board
(LTI'RB).

The LTT'RB and representatives
from the securily scctor signed
the memorandum of agreement on
Mouday granting the discount to
all wniformed personnel who are on

active duly in all eily and provineial -

buses.

To avail of lhe discount, uni-
formed persennel from these agen-
cies are only required to present a
valid identification card as proof of
active service. '

Present in the MOA signing held
at the LTIFRB oflice in Quezon City

T N O T T ne o oI
SRR WL e T R IR AL L L L

were LTIRB Chairman Mactin Del-
gra 1il, AP Depuly Chiel of Staff
Viee Admiral Gaudencio Collado Jr,
PCG Depuly Commandant Vice Ad-

- miral Rolando Legaspi, PNP Depuly

Direcior for P'olice Community Rela-

- tions PCSupl. Joselito Daniel, and

participaling bus operators.

According to Lhe LTFRB, the spe-
cial privilege of PUB fare discounts to
uniformed personnet was a directive
of President Duterte to "honor the
inen and women in uniform for their
exemplary service in preserving the
sovercignty, national security, and
peace and order of our country.”

"We salute the relentless efforts
of our uniformed personnel, and
the LTFRB is honored to be part of
this expression of gratitude,” Delgra
said,

The spocial fare discount for all
uniformod personnel of the AR I'N e
and PCG shall continue and remain
effeelive indefinitely, which will then
be reviewed one year thereufter,

CHIPE LR LR
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directive, this is our way of giving
hack te our soldiers, policemen
and Coast Guatd servicemen who
secure our nation and protect the
Filipino people. We owe the peace
and order aed national security
of our country 1o their inspiring

¢ e P——

The Nalional Nowspagper

Soldicrs, cops
entitled to 20% -
discount in PUVs
BY EVAN ORIAS

STARTING today, all active per-
sonnetof the Armed Forees, PNI,
and Coast Guard are entided 1o
a 20-percent discount fare in all
public wtility vehicles nationwide.

Te Departnent of Transporia-
tion and the Land Transportation
Pranchising and Regulatory Board
signed a memorandum of agree-

ment yesterday granting a discount -

to policemen, soldicrs, and Coast
Guard servicemen.
“In line with the President’s

See SOLRIERS > Pape 113

service,” said DOTy Sceretary
Arthur Tugade,

Tugade said uniformed person-
nel from the AFD, PNE, and Coast
Guard should present a valid 11D 1o
public utility dtivers to avail of the
fare discount.

Last year, the DOTT an-
nounced that all active military

uyw Page:_,_&r_?/l“

personnel of the AFP may avail
of free rides at the Metro Rail
Transit Line 3.

In 2017, a memorandum was
signed between the APP and the
Light Rail Transit Authority grant-
ing all uniformed personnel of
free rides until December 2018 ac
the LR 2.

2

k
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Fare discount

for uniformed

personnel

A memorandum of
agreement granting fare
discount to uniformed
personnel was signed yesterday
hetween thie Deparlment of
Transportation (Do), thiough
the Land Transporiation
Pranchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) and bus
operators in recognition of
theiv conlribution and sacrifice
for the country.

Persormel from the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP),
Philippine Nationgl Pelico
(PNP), and the Philipplne
Coast Guard (PCG) who are
i active duty shall be given a
fave discount of 20 percent in
all clily and provincial public
ulility huses (PUB). \3

"T'o avail of the fave discout,
uniformaed personnel from the
aforementioned agencies ave
only required to present a valid
11 as proof of adlive service.

Signing tho MoA were
AFP Chief of Staff General
Benjamin Madrigal Jv,, PNP
chief Director General Oscar
Albayatde, 1'CG Commandant
Admiral Elson Hermogino,
INFRB Chairman Martin
Delgra 111, and participating
hus opcralors. MBA

Page: 77
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Troops, cops 1o get 20% discount in bus fares—DOTr

GOOD news for the active members of (e military, the Const
Guard and the Philippine Nationat Police,

The Depariment: of Transportation said Monday the uni-
foumed personnel would be given a 20-percent fare discount in
all city and provineial public ulitity bises,

The DOTr had said the Land Transpoviation Franchising
and Regulatory Bourd stressed the discount would be given fo
those on active duty from the military, the national police and
the Coast Guard.

“The special fare discount for all uniformed personnel of
the AFP, PNP, and PCG shall conlinne and remain effective
indefinitely, which will then be reviewed one year thereafler,”
the DO said in a staternenl.

The Memorandam of Agreement for the discount was
signed by ofliciuls of the LTTRB, the AFP, the PNP, the PCG,
and patlicipating bus operators on Monday.

Uniforned personnel have to show their 1D to enfoy the privilege,

“In line with the President’s ditective, this is our way of giv-
ing back to our soldicts, policemen and Coast Guard servicemen
who securc our nation and protect the Filipino people. We owe
the peace and order and national security of our country to their
inspiting service,” Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade said.

“We satute the relentless efforts of out uniformed person-
nel, and the LTTRB is honored to be part of this expression of
gratitude,” added ETTRB chairman Martin Deigra 111,

Tor his part, PNP chief Director General Oscar Albayalde
vowed to inerease the number of police presence at transport
terminals and other related areas, /ﬂg :

“We in the PNP [will] return the favor! y assuring the trans-
port operators and the rest of our countrymen our best as we
continue to serve and protect,” Albayalde said in a statement
tead by a representative.
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— ; Ant Nang,

swant Prusvenang Tanatod sa Banss i 3,00 :

20% discount .
sa bus sa pulis,

sundalo

Bibigyan na ng 20 porsiyentong
diskuwento ang mga tauhan ng
Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFD), Philippine National Police
| (PNP), at Philippine Coast Guard .
! {PCG)samgd pampasaherong bus.

‘ Ito ang kinumpirma ng Land
Transportation  Franchising and
Regulatory Board (L.TERB) kasunod
ng pinirmahan nitong kasunduan,na

- sasaklaw sa mga busna bu mibiyahesa
Metro Manilaatsa mga piobinsiya.

" Upang makakuha ng diskuwento,
ipinajong LYFRBsa mga operatibang
NP, AFP at PCG na kailangan ng mga
itong magprisinta ng kani-kanilang,
identification card (D) bilang patusd
naaktibo pa sila sa serbisyo. 4}
Alexandria Dennise San Juan
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—.ment of Transporialion”
S(DOTr) na makakatang-

gap na ng 20% diskwento

~ ang mga aktibong miyem-

bro ng Amed Forces of

"the Philippines {AEP),
Philippine Nationat Police

(PNP), at Philippine Coast

. Quard (PCG) sa mga city -
-at provincial public utilily "

buses (PUBs). )
-Ito ay kasunod nang:

‘pagtagdakahapon ng isang

Memorandum of Agree-
ment (MOA), kasama ang
Land Transportation Fran-
chising and Regulatory
Board (LUI'FRB) at 13 bus
companies sa bansa,

P

epektibo na ang pagbibigay
ng diskwento na manaring
mai-avail ng mga o sapa-

mamagitan laniang:nang
pagpapakita ng balidong
identification cards (ID)..

- :Ayon kay Transpor-
.tation Secretary Arthur,

Tugade, mismong si Pa-

ngulong Rodrigo Duterte .
- naman nagmula ang di--
rektiba: para bigyan ng

diskwento sa mga PUBs
ang mga unipormadong

personnel ng AFP, PNPat -

PCG, bilang pagkilala at
pasasalamat sa kanilang

serbisyo sa bansa. -Mer-
- Layson- :

'MIYEMBRO NG AFP, PNP at P(6;, |
, ~ MAY 20% DISCOUNT SA BUS -
3 Inianunsiyo ng Depart- - -Simula kahapon ay’ .




Makakatanggap na ng
diskwento ang mga akti-
bong miyembro ng Armed
Forces of the. Philippines
(AFP), Philippine National
Police (_gPNP), at Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) sa mga
city at provinctal public it
ity buses (PUBs),

Ang magandang balita
ay infanunsyo ng Depart-
ment of Transporiation
(DOTr) kasunod nang
paglagda nila kahapon

ng isang Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA), kasama
ang Land Transporlation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board (LTFRB) at 13 bus
companies sa bansa,
"~ Ayon sa DOTr, aabot sa
20 porsiyento ang mata-
tanggap na discount ng
mya aklibong sundalo, pulis
at coast guard, kung sa-
sakay ng mga pampas
herong bus, ‘
Epaktibo na simula ka:

“In line with the Pres|-

¥’ : “‘%f,
r\{V February 2019 ,’ k &ff [“"j}!’

Yty o oo

giscount sa hus

f -

. Ni MER
hapon ang pagbibigay ng
diskwento na maaaring
mai-avail ng mga ito sa
pamamagitan laman? nang
pagpapakita ng balidong
Identification cards (iD),

- Ayon kay Transporiation
Secretary Arthur Tugade,
mismong. kay Pangulong
Radrigo Dulerte naman
nagmula ang direktiba para
bigyan ng diskwento sa
mga PUBs ang mga uni-

and

:'rrig. M? Y S et e e

LAYSON

pormadong porsonnel ng

AFP,

PNP at PCG, bilang

pagkilala at pasasalamat

sa kanilan
bansa.

rotact the Filipino

‘dent’s directive, thisis our
way of giving back to our
soldiers, policemen and
Coast Guard servicemen
who secure our nation

people. We owe the peace

and order and national- -

security of our country to

their inspiring service,"ani

Tugade.

e —— ey

d serbisyo sa -
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Drive versus smuggling intensified |

By Kathleen Mae Bulquerin

Government authoritles in Mindanao
region have doubled down on their campaign
against -all forms of illegal activities
particularly smuggling of illegal drugs and
other contraband,

The smuggled cigarettes were
recovered aboard a commercial
ferry that came from Jolo,

This, after at least P11 million worth
of smuggled cigarettes wore intercepted
on Saturday by authorities in Zamboanga
City, -

S

Rear Admiral Rene Medina, Naval Forces
Western Mindanao Command chief, said the
smuggied cigarettes were rocovored aboard
acommuerclal ferry that eame from Jolo, Sulu
and docked at the local port.

Tho shipment consisted of 12,640 reams
of assorted imported cigarettes,

Medina said this was the result of an
intensified and focused marithne patrol
and operation of the Philippine Navy (PN}
in collaboration with other law enforcement
agencies. A

He vowed that 'N aild his command
will remain vigilant in the conduct of
their mandated task to deter any unlawful
activities in thelr area of operation.




* Reds get peace offer anew

You cannot solve this
through killing each
other. We will be wiped
out over foolish reasons

By Kristina Maralit

Lay down your arms and
culilvate your lands.

This was President Rodrigo
Duterts’s offer to the New
Peopler’s Arny (NPA) as he urged
colnmist vebels to put an end
to theilr decades-long armed
strugglewith the government as

ke will distribute all state-owned
lands.

“I have always told
everybody - the military,
police, everyone, even the
Cabinet - that we will not
have peace until we do not
arrive at a resolution with our
rebel brothers and give them
land,” the President said in his
speech during the ceremonial
distribution of Certifieates
of Land Ownership Award
{CLOA) to more than 800
agrarian reform benefieiaries
in Maguindanao last night.

“You cannot soive this through

killing each other. We will ;
be wiped out over foolish %
reasons,” he continued.  § 4
Joined by Agricuiture -
Secretary Manny Pifiol and %
Agrarian Reform Secrelary 3
John Castriciones, along with 3
Maguindanao Gov. Esmael
“Tolo” Mangudadatu and other
local officials, Mr. Duterte

-stressed there is no more need

for the NPA's revolutionary
movement for the poor to
have land to till because his
administration-is already
fmplementing land reform,

Turn to page 2




‘Disarm,
farm lands

We wﬂl not have peace until we do not arrive at a

land

From page 1

“What for? Their campaign
of giving land to the people, I'm
already doing that,” he said,

"Drop your weapons, That will
do no one any good. It is uscloss,
very useless to fight. Let’s talk.
Bury your arms. You don't need
it," Mr, Duterte said.

“Join the government, This
is not mine alone. This is outs,”
he added.

Iands tied

Noting that his hands are tied
when it comes to the riglig prices
of oit and its by-products even if
the people threaten Lo “hang”
him, the President encouraged
now land owners to cultivate
their lands as he said there
will come a day whon even the
countries who are the richost in
oil resourees will be knocking on
thelr doors,

The Philippines may not have
been blessed with oil, but it was
blessed with fands so rich that
they can produuce food not just for
Filipinos bul even other nations,
ho said.

“My Moro hrothers, I jusi
. distributed those documents
you are holding right now,
That’s about on the average iwo,
three hectarves. I distributed
something like 1,740 heetarcs.
Many of you are beneficiarios.

SN

Y

resolution ‘Wwith our rebel brothers and give them

Taka what is yours, cultivate it,"
Mr. Duterte urged. “Just wait.
The time will come that. when
food becomes scarce hecause
of climate change, -nothing will
grow anymore in other lands. It
will be us, those with lands, who
can dictate the prices.”

Fortile lands are blessings

'The President also mentioned
that, although the country may
not be niuch of a rice producer
anymore, more agricultural
products may be produccd
because of the vast farmlands.

le also vowed to spend a big
portion of his romaining years in
office to working toward achioving
lasting peace in Mindanao and
that he will start wiih rostarting
peaco falks with Nur Misuari
and the Moro National Liberation
I'ront (MNLF),

Mr. Duterte expressed optimism
that with Misuari's help and
leadership, the government will
finally quash the seamity threat
that is the Islanic State.

“I'm telling you now. Whatever
else we need (for peace), I will
give you as long as it is within
the bounds of the Constitution,”
he expressed.

Until that is realized, however,
the Chief Exclusive made one last
appeal to communist rebels to
peacelully strrender and pledge
allegiance to the government.
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Associate Justice Diosdado Peralta,
who was tapped as working chair of the
new SC revision of rales commiitee,
has been tasked to draft the guidelines
that would govern the remote testj-
wony and appearances of (he accused
from their jaii cells, , '

“This is trailblazing because it can
pave the way for Tong-distance court
appearances of OFWs working abroad

By Rey E. Requejo

“HE Supreme Court will soon implement the new
rule allowing high-risk detainees, including arrested
terrorists, to stand trial in courts from their detention

facilities without the need to go to the courtrooms,

Courl Adwministrator Midas Marquez  Abu Sayaff and New People’s Army are

said on Monday that the SC has already
adopted the resolution allowing the “tele-
hearing” system or the use of videocon-
ferencing technology to allow the remote
testimonies and appearances of those fic-
ings charges and detained in jail.
Marquez, also the Court's spokes-
inan, said the new system will be pilot-
tested in Davao City Jail, where arrest-
ed members of terrorist groups Maute,

currently detained.

Marquez said the necessary equip-
ment, including laptops and monitors,
had already been instatled in the hear-
ing room built inside the Davao City
Jail which he personally inspected last
Friday, Feb. 8.

Marquez said the new “tele-hearing” sys-
tem is part of a four-point judicial reform
agenda of Chiel Justice Lucas Bersamin,

who have pending civil cases in the
couniry,” Peralia said, in a statement.
The SC-approved the latest measure
upon the recommendation by the Of
fice of the Court Administrator.
Through video conforence, the ar-
rested members of Maute, Abu Sayyaf
and NPA will no tonger be required to
physicaily appear before the courts and
may face trial while inside the jails.

A 100 -fool monopole tower with neces-
savy equipiment was built within the Davao
Hali of Justice and will be conneeted to the
three jail facilitios in the city, i

The SC assured the public tlat the ;
constitutional rights of the accused will ‘
be protected through procedural safe-
guards in the implementing rules.

“In order to ensure that the accused’s
constitutional rights are adequately
protected, the counsel of the accused
shall be present with the accused in the
same designated room in the jail facil-
ity throughout the duration of the tele-
hearing,” Marguez said. :‘L,

The pilot testing of the latest measure
adopted by the Court will also apply
to detainees who are diagnosed with
grave and serious medical conditions
in Davao. :

A
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Sayyaf man tagged in 2001
Kidinappings nabbed in Manmnila
An alleged member of the Abu Sayyaf, wanted for the

kidnapping of workers from the Golden Harvest plantation
in Basilan in 2001, was arrested at a safehouse in Ermita,
Manila on Sunday. _ o e
Biznar Salabudin, alias Aby Talha and Abdulrahman
Daiyung, is reportedly a member of the terror group’s fac-
tion under the late Isnilon Hapilon, said Director Guillermo
Eleazar, National Capital Region Police Office chiof. e
~ Salabudin was the subject of an arr stwarrant for Kidnap-
ping issued by the Basilan regional trial court, S
Salabudin and other members of Hapilon's faction alleg-
edly kidnapped workers from the plantation in Lantawan

- town and beheaded some ofithem. ol )
- The suspect was identi fied by the survivors, who are now
undler the government’s witness protection program,
s Blc’*azar-is_cxpecte'd to present Salabudin in a press confer-
- ence at Camp Bagong Diwa today. bl :
Last month, alleged Abu Sayyal members Harub Jaljalis
and Pinky Ani Hadjinulla were arestod in Zamboanga City
in connection with the Kidnappings.  f+ - Non Alquittan
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- Logger slain by Abus
L inBasHan;Gescape ;

H

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Sus-  Jod by Pasil Bayali and Guraba  the suspects, : S
pected Aby Sayyaf bandits shot Gulam in Sitio Alleng, Barangay  The body of the victim was

dead a lumberjack.while hig com- - Tubigan at about 10 a.am, turned over to hig family.
panions managed to escape in - Bay&fimportedlyshol;Auxtemin  Last montl, suspected Aby
Maluso, Basilan on Friday, police  the head using an 161ifle, promypt- Sayyaf bandits teportedly shot and
learned yesterday. ing the other loggers to Sscamper  beheaded a villager thoy suspected -
The fatality wag identified as - toward Batangay Tubigan, . of giving information that led (o
Euliquio Auxtero, 39, 5 resident Responding police officers  ¢he arrest of one of theip cohorts
of Barangay Tubigan, said Bayali wag Positively iden- i Indanan, Sulu, _
The Malugo police said the tified by one of Auxtero’s com- Police said the bandits dumped
victim and hisg Companions panions, 7 ' the decapitated body of the viclim
were on their way to amountain Police and military personmel - g fow meters away from the house
when they were Stopped by a  launched pursuit Operations,  of their arrsteq cohort, l’
§0up of Abu Sayyaf bandits but they failed to catch up with . - Roel Parefio

)
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220 ;000-HECTARE AREA HAS GREAT POTENTIAL FOR ECO-TOURISV

ARMY SﬂLDIEHS LOGAL OFFIGIALS ORGANIZE HBS'E

TOUR AT LISASAN ARSH

By Edwin O. Fernandez
@ingmindanac_

GEN, SKPENDATUN, MAGUIN-
DANAO--Soldlers, former Moro
rebels and bird enthusiasts went
to a former lair of terrorists in
Maguindanao province not to at-
tack bandits but to watch birds.

The camera-wielding bird-

watchers, headed by REmily
Jamorabon of the Tacurong Clty
towrism office, were backed by
soldiers and policemen as they
stalked their targets on motor-
ized boats operated by former
members of the Bangsamoro Is-
lamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF).
The ox-BIFE rebels surren-
dered to the government early
this year.,
The group was part of the
first bird watching tour at

nguasan Marsh, whlch was
jointly organized by the 33¢d In-
fantry Battalion (IB) and the
municipal government of Gen-
eral Salipada X Pendatun,
Magumdanao

“When the area is. peaceful
beauty comes out,” said Lt. Col.
Harold Cabunoc, 33rd IB com-
mander.

Eco-tourism potential
The 220,000-hectare
Liguasan Marsh has great po-
tential for cco-tourism because

.of the presence of rare species

of water birds.

“Some of the birds like the
comb-crested Jacana can only
be found here,” Jamorabon said.
“Foreign tourists would be very
interested to see them here,”

Jamorabon was among 15

7

civilians, accompanied by sol-
diers and policemen, who dared
to see the birds at their feeding
grounds in the newly “liberated”
southern area of Liguasan Marsh.

Peace program

Seeing the potential of the
area where the BIFF used to op-
erate, Cabunoc hatched a peace
program that lured Moro rebels
to embrace peace. That program
led to the surrender of.about 40
BIFF members,

Cabunoc said he wantéd to
support the government in pro-
viding sustainable livelihood
for rebels who surrendered in
the pasl two years.

“Let us support the peace by
boostmg, the tourism industry
in Maguindanao,” he said in a
statement, ING
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LANAO DEL NORTE PLEBISCITE -

COMMANDER BRAVO FRUSTRATED
BUT WILL TOE LINE-MILF CHAIR

By Germelina Lacorte
and Richef Umel
@7Team Inquirer
DAVAO CITY-The ' com-
mander of the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front {MILE) in
northwestern Mindanao, pop-
ularly known as Commander
Bravo, is frustrated by the re-
stlts of the recent plebiscite in
Lanao del Norte but will sup-
port the rebel group's efforts
to achieve autonony.

MILE chair Murad
Iibrahim said this on Sunday as
e expressed confidence that
Bravo, whose real name is Ab-
dullah Macapaar and who en-
Joys a strong followling in the
province, would “toe the line.”

"We ave confident that
Commnander Bravo will toe the
line,” Ebrahim saic in an inter-
view, days after the ratifica-
tion of the Bangsamoro Or-

ganic Law (BOL) in a plebiscite.

"We know he was very
{rustrated because people
in the area were very sup-
portive fof the BOL]. [H]e as-
sured us that he would sub-
mit to the conmumand of the

{MIL¥] central committes,”
headded.

Ebrahim; who Is expected
to head the Bangsamoro Tran-
sition Authority (BTA) as in-
terim chief minister, said the
MILF had alveady submitted
to President Dutertea list of 41
BTA nominees and was only
waiting for him to appoint the
rest of the 8o-member body.

Interim government

The BTA would serve as
the intetlm government in
the Bangsamoro region until
its fivst elections in 2022,

“Hopefully this month,
we will have an oath-taking.
Forty-one [of the members
will have] to come . from the
MILF, to ensure [that the
group will have af sitting ma-
jority,” Ebrahim said. A

Ebrahim said that among
the MILF nominees was
Macapaar, who had strongly
denied the ailegations of the
Dimapore clan in Lanao del
Norte that he was behind the

‘bombings in three towns of

the province on the eve of the
Yeb. 6 plebiscite. mNQ

i
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- MNLF
freezes
Moro state
petition

By Persens Echeminata

The Moro National Liberation
Front (MXLF} had suspended
elforts before the United Nations
(UN) to acquire recognition for
the Bangsa Moro Republik (BAMR),
which comprises Mindanao, Sufu,
Palawan anid Malavsia’s Subah and
Savawak, due to the earnest efforl
of President Rodrige Duterte to

Turn to page 6
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MNLF freezes

From page 1

soek a dialogue with MNLF chairman
Nur Misuari,

The decision of Dutorte's predecessor,

former President Benigno ‘Aquino, to
abandon peace talks with the MNLF
brompted the secessionist group to
declare independence and soughit
recognition from the UN,

The petition has been submitted to the
UN Special Committeo on Deeslonization.

A Dadly Tribune source said the
MNLE coniral committee has declared
Davao City as the capltal of BMR in its
petition submitted to the UN Genoral
Assembly based on Resolution 151 issued
in 1960 that recognized the pursuit of
independence among colonized countries,
President Benigno Aquino, to
abandon peace talks with the
MNLEF, prompted the secessionist
group to declare independenee and
sought recognition from the UN.

The forming of BMR was an offshoot of
the peace accord forged by the government,
and the Moro Islamic Liberation front
(MILF), which was considered Aquineg’s
‘betrayal” of the 1996 peace agreement
forged by the govermment and the MNLF,

Emmanuet Fontanilla, MNLP
spokesman, declined to comment on the
UN petition as MNLF founding chairman
Nur Misuari had ordered all political
moves related to the declaration of
independence suspended to pay respect
to the President’s effort to reach out to
the MNLE

Expanded Bangsamoro vorsion

Misuari proclaimed the BMR
independent in July 2013. The BMR
flag was raised in Davao City prior to
the Zamboanga siege thal started in
September 2013.
All political moves on the
declaration of independence
suspended to pay respeet to the
President’s effort to reach out to

the MNLE,
Fontanilla said Misuari ordered the

shelving of MNLI's petition to allow
President Duterte’s efforts, inclucing

1)

loro state petition

“the shift from unitary to a federal

governmont to gain ground, ‘

“No more pelitical activiiies related
to independence in the potition to
the UN should be taken,” Misuart was
quoted as saying,

- 0IG grauted MNLF o permanont

observer status and recognized
Misuaxi as the sole Bangsamoroe
representative,

Misuari made the pronouncement
hoars after the bicamoral conferenco
committee passed the Bangsamoro
Basic Law (BBL) in July 2017, which
replaced the Autonomous Region of
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) wiih a

 new ontity called the Bangsamore

autonomous region,

The BBL was approved as the
Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) in a
plebiscito last 21 January,

Misuari Included Sabak and Sarawak
in the BMR because these territories
wore part of the Sultanate of Sulu long
bofore Malaysia became a sovereign
country.

OIC wateh ongoing

The MNLF declaration of
indepondonce had gained the attention
of the international community,
particulaily the 67-member Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (0IC), which is
ohserving the political developments
in Mindanao,

The OIC granted the MNLI* a permanent
observer status and recognized Misuari
as the sole Bangsamoro representative of
the Philippines.

The MNLF opted to adopt the so
called “Kosovo model” as'a peaceful
means to attain independence for BMR.

The source said the MNLF had

Tenounced war and is now pursuing a

peaceful strategy similar to Kosovo's
declaration of independence from
Serbia in 2008,

The International Court of Justice
(ICJ) said the Kosovoe declaration
of independence did not violate
intornational law,

“The MNLF is just reasserting the
rights of the people of Suiu over
their ancestral and historie rights,”
he said,




By MARY GRACE PADIN

President Duterte wants
to meet with Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe again to
discuss further deepening of
. ties between the Philippines
. and Japan, Malacafiang said
" yeslerday.
~ Athis hour-long meeling with

“Japanese Poreign Minister Taro.

Kmo in Davao City over the
weekend, Duterte stressed the

ion Ph!mJapan tiés

need for strengthening the two
countrics” strategic partnership,
especially in acddressing transna-
tional crimes and other threats,
“I'he President further ex-
pressed his desire to meet PM
(Prime Minister) Abe again

to discuss developments in_

bilateral lies and assess ways
of moving forward together on

shaved concerns,” presidential

spokesman Salvador Panelo
said in a statement.

Kono told Duterte Japan is
committed to further deepen
and expand cooperation with
the Philippines. He also con-
demned the bombings in Jolo
and reiterated Japan's readi-
ness to cooperate in the fight
against terrorism.

“Foreign Minister Kono like-
wise conveyed Prime Minister
Abe’s grave concern-over the
twinexplosions in Jolo, Suluand
expressed Japan's condemna-

to develop the Autonomous Re-
gion in Muslim Mindanao and
to rchabilitate wak-torn Marawi.
Japan’s top dipiomat also
recognized the Philippines’
contribution to the socto-eco-
nomic development of Japan
and conveyed his country’s
plan to open up its labor mar-
ket to qualified Filipinos.
Dulterte thanked Kono for-
visiting the Philippiies and
lauded the inauguration of

Japan’s consulate gencral in
Davao. He said the consulate
has “significantly” expanded
Japan’s presence in Mindanao.

The President also called Ja-
pan a “truc friend and proven
partner” and praised {llw Hast
Asian counlry for its involve-
ment in the Philippines’ am-
bilious ‘Build, Build, Bujld’
infrastructure program. #f

- With Alexis Romero,
Edith Regalado '

tion of the terrovism and violent
extremism and their commit-
ment to assist the Philippines
in combating the scourge of
terrorism,” Panelo said.
Kono relayed his country’s
readiness to continue support-

ing development efforts in

conflict arcas in Mindanao. [He
also welcomed the successful

“holding of the Bangsamoro

Organic Law plebiscite and
expressec Japan’s commitment
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Kono reiterated Japan’s sustained sup port for the Philippines’
Pl

quest for just and lasting pea

By Efnier N, Manuel and Maya Padillo

Expressing grave concern ovor the deadly
explosions that rocked Mindanao recently,
the Japanese government has renewed its
commitment to extend s helping hand in
fighting terrorisi in the country,

Inameeting with President Rodrigo Duterte
uring his visit to Davao City recently, Japanesc
Foreign Minister Tavo Kono assured Japan's
cooperation in combatting the deadly scotirge,

Presidentlal spokesman Salvador Panelo
said Kono “personally conveyed the warm
wishes and message of Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe to the President, as well as Japan’s
commitment to further deopen and expangd
cooperation with the Philippines.”

“FM Kono likewise conveyed PM Abe's
Brave concern over the twin explosions in Jolo,
Sulu, and expressed Japan’s condemnation
of the terrorism and violent extremism and
thelr coemmitment to assist tho Philippines
in combatting the scotiege of terrovism,” he
added,

Panelo recounted the Japan foreign
minister’s meeling with the President, saying
that Kono reiterated “Japan's sustained
suppaort for the Philippines’ quest for Just and
lasting peace and development in Mindanao.”

ce and development in Mindanao

We appreciate for the isiand being
the driving foreo of the bilatoral
rolationship hecoming closer and
stronger,

He likewise extended felicitations for the
suecess of the Bangsamore Organic Law
plebiscite and expressed Japan's commitment,
to rehahilitato and reconstruct Marawi and
dovelop ARMM, including the funding of the
ftoad Nelwork Development Plan for ARMM.”

‘The Japanese foreign minister “recognized the
Philippines’ contribution to the socio-ceonomic
development of Japan and conveyed Japan's
Plan {o open up its labor market for qualified
Filipinos,” according Lo Panelo.

Ho said Duterte thanked Kono for the visit
(o Davao City and hailed tho inauguration of
dapan's Consutate General in the cily, which he
described as “signifieantly expanding Japan's
presence and ties in southern Philippines.”

“the Prosident likewise lauded Japan--which
he dosertbed as a true friend and proven
pariner--for its nvolvement i the Thilippincs’
‘Buitd, Build, Build’ program and hightlighted
the qualily of the infrastructire projects, as
well as the transfer of technology and training
embedded in the projeets that would benefit




- Fitipino practilioners and experts,” Panelo said,

With the recent opening of the Embassy

of Japan's Consular Office in Davao, ihe

governments of Japan and the Philippines are

now expecting improved bilateral ties belween
the (wo countries,

Kono expressed hope that the opening of
the consular office “will be a springhoard o
enhance the bitateral relationship,”

“We appreciate for the sland (Mindanao)
being the driving force of the biateral .
relationship hecoming closer and-stronger,”
said Kono in his opening statement during
the bilateral meeling with Finance Secretary
-Carlos Dominguez on Sunday at thoe Waterfront
Insular Hotel Davao, .

Dominguez thanked Japan for its generous
and continuons support to the Philippines
espocially In providing positive impaet to the
country's majer infrastructure projects and
secloval cooperation,

According to him, ovor the years, Japan
remained lo he the Philippines' top official
development assistance or ODA pariner.

“The Philippine govermnent vecognizes the
steadfast commitment, of the Government of
Japan in supporting the country's dovelopment
agonda espedially in helping jump-start the
aggressive 'Build, Build, Build’ infrastruciure
modernization program so erucial to the
nation's sustained cconemic development,”
Dominguoez said.

He mentioned that since the start of
President Duterte’s administration in June
2016, nine loan agreements have been signed
helween the Philippines and Japan,

Since 2017, Domingues said six highlevel
meetings were already convened by the
two countries In view of strengthening the
Philippines-Japan joint statentent on bilateral
cooperation.

“With frequent coordination meetings, our
accomplishinents in the last Lwo years are
unpreeedented,” he baved.

Following the “Fast and Suwre” approach the
Duterte administration has adopted with Prime
Minister Abo’s administeation, Domingues said
‘Hhey have processed loan approvals for majorily of
the infrastructure projects being undertaken with
Japan in just an average of three to four months,

“This demonsirates our shaved commitient
to work closely to ensure that the Filipino
people get to benefit from these projects at
reasonable costs and at the soonest possible
time. We look forward to a more produclive
discussions in the fortheoming seventh high
tevel mceting to be convened in Osaka, Japan
later this month,” he said.  WithJoshua Lao

M




By ALEXIS ROMERO

The United States has vowed to pro-
vide the Philippines
in funds to help boost its intelligence
operations as it grapples with threats
posed by extremist groups, Malacafiang
said yesterday.

Presidential spokesman Salvador.

Panelo said the commitment reflected the
“very strong” alliance between the Phitip-
pines and its defense treaty partner US.
“Terrorism knows no boundaries, poli-
lics, religion and creed. Itis the new evil in

the world that strikes at every counlry and’

every continent and all member-nations
of the United Nations really should help
and cooperate with each other to combat
and crush terrorism,” the spokesman said
In a press briefing,

Fle made the announcement weeks
after a twin bombing rocked Jolo, Sulu —~a
known bailiwick of local terrorist group
Abu Sayyaf, which has pledged allegiance
to the extremist Islamic State (IS). More
than 20 people died and dozens others

wero injured in the blast,

Indonesian suicide bombers aided
by Abu Sayyaf bandils were behind the
explosions, according to security officials.

President Duterte has vowed to take
no prisoners of IS, which he described as
“insanc” and “made in hell.”

about P300 million -

“In Mindanao, as we all know,
terrorists apparently have gained d
foothold in that region and they have
unleashed in fact borbs that killed
our soldiers, as well as our civilians,”
Panelo said. “We would like to ag-
sure the public that our armed forces
are relentlessly pursuing these mass
murderers, even as some of them by
now have been criminally charged
and are presently '
detained,”

As the govern-
ment intensifies its
campaign against
terrorism, the Phil-
ippine Coast Guard
(PCG) is also beef-
ing upits capability
using at least P1,320 _
billion to purchase

50 fast boals. o

PCG commandant Admiral Elson
Hermogino yesterday said four of
these boats - the 38-melor response
boals - were bought last year for
P120 million from the US and are
expected to aivive in the middle of
this year. : C
“The boats could travel at40-knots,
enough to run after the molorized

boats used by torrorists and pirales
in the waters of Mindanao.

- the remaining P1.2 billion would
be used to purchase 40 units of
33-footer boats from local shipbuild-
crs. Deliveries are expecled to start
this year and will be completed by
2020. -
“These boals would be used for
anti-piracy and law enforcement

operations in the southern part of

-the Philippines. So, expect a more

enhanced (Coast Guard) operations
in this arca,” Hermogino said. i

Headded that the purchase of flye
small boats is part of security mea-
sutes the PCG is undertaking as it
increases its vigilance along coastal
waters. - With Evelyn Macairan,
Raimnon Efren Lazaro, Helen Flores
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US pledges P300-M aid in PH fight vs terrorism

Malacafiang on Monday welcomed the United States’ P3oo-million
aid pledge to hoost the Philippines’ intelligence gathenng capabilities
in fighting terrorism. Presidential spokesperson Salvador Panelo said
in a statement that the offer was proof of the country’s contintied
good relations with the United States, its longtime ally, The US de-
fense department recently saict it was helping the Avmed Forces of
the Pluhppmes in gathering intelligence information on terrorist
groups in the country, Panelo said the government needed all the help
itcould get in fighting terrorism. “Terrorism knows no houndaties,
politics, religion and creed. It is the new evil In the world that strikes
atevery country and every continent,” he said. —1utIe M. AuRELIC
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alace welcomes P300-M
intel support from US

: _ By ARGYLL B. GEDUCOS to t1;11provc the countly S mtelhg,eme to two allied countries.

i ] gathering capabilities. “"We welcome the United States'
Malacaﬁang welcomed the commit- Inastatement, Presidential spokes-  commitmentinfi ighting terrorism, This
! ment of the United Sl?tes government  man Salvador Panclo said the commit-  sliows that our militar y alliance

to provide the Philippines P300 million  menl is proof of the good ties belween  with the United States remains P
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slrong," he said,
In its latest quarierly report on

. the Philippines, the US Defense De-
. partment said it is helping the Armed
Iorces of the Philippines (AFP) gather”

intelligence on terror groups in lhe
country.

Panelo said the ya)vu mnent is ac-
cepting all the help and funding it can
getto fight terrorists, saying terrorism
knows no boundaries, politics, religion,

- and creed.

"It is the new cvil in the world that

| strikes at overy couniry and cvery

continent. We necd alt the help as every
member-country in the United Nations
needs the assistance and cooperation
of each other to combat and erush ter-
rovism.” ]

In Mindanao, Panglo said terror-
isls have gained a foothold and have
unleashed hombs that killed soldiers

N ")/
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Palace welcomes P300-M... «1

and civilians. However, he said the
people will not allow terrorism to rule
over them,

"While the terroristic acts have cre-
ated fear and anxiely in the inhabitants
of the region, lhey however refused fo
beintimidated and cowed as they exer-
cised their right of suffrage in the just

- concluded plebiscite,” he said.

"Our armed forces are relentlessly
pursuing the mass murderers even
as sonle of them have been criminally
chavged and presently detained,” he
added.

"We assure the nation that sccurily
for ourpeople have been enhanced. We
call our people to be vigilant and report
to the authorities any suspicious act by
any person or group of persons in their
communilies that may tend Lo endan-
ger their lives, limbs and properties,”
Panelo said.
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The Manila Thmes

U;s w gma P300-M mt@B
support to fight 'lermr

THE UNITED States (US)

_government had iplediged to

provide more than P300 mil-
lion in financial support for

intelligence-gathering in the:

Philippines’ counter-terrorism
effort, Malacafang announced

on Monday.
- Inastatement, Palace spokes

-man Salvador Panelo said the

Philippine government wel-
comied US support following
the explosions that rocked:

Hoe SupportAB
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| SUPPORT FROM Al
US to give P3(
support to
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fic
Mindanao in January.

“We welcome the United States’ commit-
ment in fighting terrorism. This shows that
our military alliance with the United States
remains strong,” Panelo said.

Panelo noted that terrorists in Mindanao
“have gained a foothold and have unleashed
bombs that killed our soldiers and civilians,”
but added it did not stop the people from
participating in the second plebiscite on

the ratification of the Bangsamoro Organic

Law (BOL).

"While the terroristic acts have created fear
and anxiety in the inhabitants of the region,
they however refused to be intimidated and
cowed as they exercised their right of suffrage
in the just-concluded plebiscite,” he said.

The Palace official reiterated that govern-
ment forces would "relentlessly” hunt down
the “mass murderers.”

‘Our armed forces are relentlessly pursu-
ing the mass murderers even as some of them
have been criminally charged and presently
detained,” Panelo said.

A day before the plebiscite on the rati-
fication of the proposed BOL on February
6, explosions occurred in Sultan Naga Di-
maporo, Lala and Kauswagan in Lanao del
Norte province.

On January 21, majority of voters from
the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mind-
anao voted in favor of the proposed BOL.,
However, this was followed by two separate
bombings in Zamboanga City and in Jolo,
Sulu, claiming the lives of at least 23 people.

Japan to help vs terror

"The Palace also said Japan was committed to
help the Philippines quell terrorism.

In a separate statement, Panelo said this
was promised by Japanese Foreign Minister
Taro Kono on Saturday, during his cour-

L
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tesy call on President Rodngo Duterte ln
Davao City. i

Panelo said Kono conveyed Pr;mc M]HIS!(‘I’
Shinzo Abe's “grave concern” over the twm
ex;)los;ons in Jolo, Sulu. ;

“During that hour-long meeting, Kon_o
reiterated Japan's sustained support for

- the Philippines’ quest for just and lasting

peace and development in Mindanao [and]
extended felicitations for the success of the
holding of the Bangsamoro Organic ]aw
plebtscue, Panelo said.

In a‘press briefing, Panelo said Japan d!d
not specify the help.

“But we welcome all kinds of help. A§ l
said, all nations of the world must unite 10
combat terrorism,” he said %

Kono, the Palace said, informed the !’h‘ilc
1ppme goverfiment that Japan was wﬂlmg,
to open up its labor market for qualified
Filipinos, in recognition of the Plnl:ppmgs
contribution to the socioeconomic deve]opx
ment of Japan.

Duterte thanked Kono for the visit and=
lauded Japan for being a “true friend” for ] jis
involvement in the country’s “Build, Bu:]qd
Build” program, the Palace said. :

“|The President] highlighted the qualuy
of the infrastructure projects, as well as the
transfer of technology and training ein-
bedded in the projects that would benefit
liilipino practitioners and experts,” he said:

Duterte also expressed willingness to
meet Abe anew, to discuss developments m
bilateral ties.

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez Srd
mentioned that loan agreements formalized

- between the Philippines and Japan sin¢e

2016 had reached 398.82 billion yen (aboht‘
$3.63 billion or P189.92 billion).

CATHERINE S, VALENTE,

RALPH U. VILLANUEVA AND

MAYVELIN U, CARABALLO
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Palace welcomes US intel support

By Kristina Maralit

Malacafang on Monday welcomed
the United States’ pledge to provide
300 million in aid to boaosl the country’s
intelligence gathering capabilities.

.Describing terrorism as the “new evil
of the world,” presidential spokesman

-~ Salvador Pancle sald the Americans'

aid, coming on the heels of the string
of hombings that rocked Mindanao,

would be a big push to the government’s

offorts to thwart seeurity threats and
is proof of the strong ties heiween the

" two nations.

“We welcome the United States’

_conunitnent in fighting terrorism, This

shows that our military alliance with
the United States remains strong,” the
ofticial sald during a Palace briefing,

. Panelo likewise stressed the need
for all countries belonging to the Uniled

L4

Nations (UN) io band together and
provide assistance and cooperation to
“combat and crush terrorism,”

We welcome the United
States’ commitment in fighting
terrorism,

“Terrorism knows no boundaries,
polities, religion and erecd. It is
the new evil-in the world that
strikes at every country and every
continent. We need all the help as
every member-country in the United
Nations needs the assistance and
cooperation of each other 1o combat
and erush lerrorism,” he stated,

‘The spokesman partieulatly noted
the current situation in Mindanse
where ISIS-influenced terror groups
continne to sow fear and earry out
vielent acts despile Martial Law still

v

heing in full effect.

However, despite (he seoming
unrest down seuth and the “fear
and anxiety” Lhe terrorists have
caunsed, Punelo reassured the public
that government lorees are working
nonstop te ensure the safety and
sceurity of everyone and to hring the
evildoers Lo justice,

“Our armed forees are velentlessly
pursuing the mass murderers even as
some of them have heen criminally
charged and presently detained,”
reiterated l’anol(‘)\_ﬁ

“We assare the nation that secarity
for our people have been enhaneed, We
call our people to be vigilant and veport
to the authorities any suspicious act by
any persoi or group of persons in their
communities that may tend (o endanger
their lives, limbs and properties.” he
continued.
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Anti-terror drive
draws 300-m
USfinancing

By Nat Mariano -

MALACANANG disclosed oh'.M_onfday 58

the Uniled States government would

Pwesidential” Spokesman  Salvador
Panclo said the Palace welcomed the
US” multi-million-peso intel support,
adding such commitment showed Ma-
nila wasin good terms with Washington,

“Me welcome the United States’
commitment in fighting terrorism, This
showvss that our military alliance with the
Uited States remains strong,” Panelo
said in a1 Palace press briefing, :

Aceording to the Palace official, the

roiisn knows no boundaries, politics,
religsion, and ereed.”

“Itis the new evil in the world that
stiikces at every country and every con-
tinent, We - need all the help as every
member-country in the United Nations
neecdsthe assistance and cooperation of

Next page

“provide P300-million intelligence sup- -
portto the Philippines to boost the lat-
ter’s capabilities in fending off terrorism..

conntry needed all the help it could get.
to conbat terrorists, stressing that “ter- -

N

Anti-terror drive...

fromAl
each other to combat and crush terrorism,”

he said.

Inits latest quarterly report on the coun-
try, the US Department of Defense said it
was supporting the Armed Forces of the
Philippines in acquiring intelligence re-
ports on terrorist groups in the country.

It also considered Abu Sayyaf Group
sub-unit commander Hatib Hajan Sawad-
jaan as the new leader of the Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria in the Philippines.

The US’ vow to assist the country in its
anti-terrorism campaign came even after
the Philippine govermment had declared

- martial rule in Mindanao.

Despite its imposition, several explo-
sions still rocked some parts of the war-
torn region in the past weeks.

Panclo admitted that “terrorists have
gained a foothold” in the southernmost
part of the country, unleashing bombs that
took the lives of soldiers and civilians.

However, even with the terroristic acts,
the public refused to be intimated by fear
and anxiety, he said.
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Palace welcomes P300-M |
intelligence support from US

Malacafiang welcomed the commit-
ment of the United States government
to provide the Philippines #300 million
to Improve the country’s intelligence
gathering capabilities.

In a statement, presidential spokes-
person Salvador Panelo sald the
commitment Is proof of the good ties
between to two allied countries.

"We welcome the United States
commitment in fighting terrorism, This
shows that our military alliance with
the United States remains strong,”
he sald. ) .

In its latest quarterly report on the
Philippines, the US Defense Depart-
ment said it is helping the Armed Forc-
es of the Philippines gather intelligence
on terror groups in the country.

Panelo said the governnient is. ac-
cepting alt the help and funding it can
get to fight termorists, saying terrarism

r

knows no boundaries, politics, religion,q/

and creed.

o4

It is the new evil in the world that
strikes at every country and every con-
tinent. We need all the help as every
member-country in the United Nations

" needs the assistance and cooperation

of each other to combat and crush
teriorism.”

In Mindanao, Panélo sald terror-
ists have gained a foothold and have
unleashed bombs that killed soldiers
and civilians. However, he said the
people will not allow terrorism to rule
over them,

"While the terroristic acts have cre-
ated fear and anxiety in the inhabitants
of the region, they, however, refiused
to be intimidated and cowed as they
exercised thelr right of suffrage in the
just conduded plebiscite,” he sald.

"Qur Armed Forces are relentlessly
pursting the mass murderers even as
same of them have been criminally
charged and presently defained,” he
added., (Argyil Cyrus B. Geducos)
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THIRD ATTEMPT AT SELF-GOVERNANCE

BAUGE VIEWS ON AUTONOMY, CORDILLERA
LEADERS ASKED

BAGUIO CITY—The constitu-
tiohal mandate to form a
Cofdillera autonomous region
has again drawn the attention
of the government, following
the ratification of the Bang-

trative region through .Fixecu-
live Order No. 220, which then
President Corazon Aquine is-
sued after a “sipat” {ceasclire}
with former rebel priest Conra-
do Balwog,

samoro Organic Law, creating -

the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Regionin Muslim Mindanao.

But to get the support of
President Duterte, Socioeconom-
ic Planning Seccretary LErnesto
Pernia suggested holding a “pre-
plebiscite” to gauge how Cor-
dillera residents really felt about
a thivd bid for autonomy.

Since 1987, Cordillera has
been operating as an adminis-

tonomous  laws appeared to
have discouraged national sup-
port for the third autonomy
campaign.

‘Tipping point’

It was a sentiment voiced by
the administration of former
President Benigno Aquino 1L

Instead of backing the au-
tonoray bill, Aquino pursued in
2011 a closure agreement with
Balweg’s militia, the Cordillera
People’s Liberation Army, to re-
solve the peace talks began by
his mother.

“If the results {of a prelimi-
nary veferendum on the auton-

Constitutional mandate

The Cordillera Administra-
tive Region-—composed of the
provinces of Benguet, Mountain
Province, Ifugao, Apayao, Abra
and Kalinga, and. Baguio
City—was organized to prepare
its residents for autonomy.

Like Muslim Mindanao, the
Cordillera is described in Sec-
tion 15, Article X of the 1987 Con-

omy campaign] are a resound-
ing ‘Yes,' that would be the lip-
ping point as far as getting the
autonomy bill passed,” Pernia
said during a press briefing af-
ter a forum on autonomy at
Camp John Hay here last week.
“It would be the impetus for
President [Duterte] to make {an’
autonemy] bill urgent,” he said,
“I just occurred to me |
should have mentioned the pre-
plebiscite [at the forumy} ... The
push of the Cordiilerans for au-
tonomy could get a boost if
there’s going to be a pre-
plebiscite for which people are
well-informed about the ramifi-

stitution as home to pecple with
distinct historical and cultural
heritage and is entitled to an au-
ronomous region.

Bul two organic laws to form
the Cordillera autonomous re-
gion were rejected in plebiscites
in1990 and 1998,

‘The Cordillera Regional De-
velopment Council and the re-
gion's fawmakers had pushed
for a third autonomy law, but
the latest measure did not pass
the 17th Congress and would
need to he revived in the 18th
Congress.

Pernia  said
votes against the

the majority
fwo au-

TN

cations of an autonomous te-
gion,” he said.

He cited the problems faced
by the United Kingdom regard-
ing its exit from the Buropean
Union, which, he sai, “remains
anuncertainty.”

“There are proposals to have
another referendum [to see] if
people really want it,” he said,
“It seems that in the first [Brex-
it] referendum, people were not
adequately informed.” , -}

Pernia said: “I think a good
information campaign of what a
Cordillera autonomous region
really means would be impor-
tant.” —-VINCENT CADREZA NG}
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By ALEXIS ROMERO

Malacafiang yesterday
challenged Cotabato City
Mayor Cynthia Sayadi. to
prove her allegation that
there was a conspiracy to
ensure the victory of the
yes vote during the plebi-
scite on the Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL).

Presicential spokesman Sal-
vaclor Panelo said Sayadi could
80 to court if she has evidence to
support her claim.

“File the appropriate charges
against who... she felt violated

election laws,” Panelo said.
Asked if the mayor’s claims
would be investigated, Panelo
said she has to file a case in
appropriate administrative
bodies.” _ o
Sayadi claimed that the
government and Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) con-
spired to ensure that Colabato

City would be included in the

planned Bangsamoro Aulono-

" mous Region in Muslim Mind-

anao (BARMM). .

At least 36,682 voters favored
the inclusion of the city in the
BARMM while 24,994 voted
against it.

Jas
-

Sayadi, a staunch critic of the
BOL, claimed many voters were
intimidated and harassed by
BOL.‘ .;
She said most village chiefs.

* were also asked to attend a

“seminar” atan Army headquar
ters. o '
Sayadi likewise alleged that
some poll workers were MILF
sympathizers and not registered
volers in the city, ,
President Duterte cam-
paigned for a yes vote in Cota-
bato, saying it would address the
injustices commitied against the
Bangsamoro people. | .

MILE men to vole in favor Of the”
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By MIKE U, GRISMUNDO

CAMD COLL. RAFAEL C. RODRI-
GUEZ, Buluan Cily - The 384-strong
contingent from the Northeastern
Mindanae Police Hegional Office 13
(PRO 13) was commended for ils vital
condributions in ensuring the peaceful
and secured plebiscile in Lanao del
Norte.

The 384 Caraga cops, who were
deployed for the Bangsamoro Organie
Law (BOL) plebiscite, were accorded
with a herocs® weleome upon their ar-
rival at the regional headguariers of
PR 13 here Sunday evening,

After they got off the bus, the
PIIO1S contingent walked from the
hridge in Barangay Libertad, Butuan
Cily fo the PIRO 13 Caraga Regional
Headquarlers at Camp Col. Rafacl C,
Redrigues here.

They were met with {laglets and
rounds of applause front police person-
nel, their families and feiends, and the
local populace.

PRO 13 Regional Director Chief
Supt. Gilberte DC Crug, spearheaded
the welcome ceremony and lauded the
lreops as heroes,

‘The 372 police non-commissioned
officers and 12 commissioned-officers

- were awarded wilh “Medalya Ng Ka-

galingan” (PNP Maiit Medal) during

"
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Caraga police force gets heroes’ welcome

PROUD TQ BE BACK - The 384-str6ng contingont of tho Northeastorn Mindanao Pollco
Reglonal Office (PRO 13) proudly march through the street of Butuan City Sunday after
roturning from doployment In the Bangsamoro Orgfanke Law pleblscite. (Photo courtesy

of PRO 4.3)

the welcome ceremony.
‘They were given a onie-week hreak

each for their conitribulions in ensuring -

the peaceful and secured plebiscite,
Supt. Jan John Rosales, conmmander
of the 2nd Company of Agusan del Norie
Provincial Mobile Force, led the seven-
day deployment of PRO13 contingents
in Lanao del Norte.
“We are honored and proud that in

the historic BOL plebiscile, there wore
PRRO18 personnel who scoured the
line and contributed in the conduct of
successful election,” said Cruz in his
message, U

The region’s top'police chief also
highlighted that the Filipinos will never
forget their sacrifices just to protect
others and uphold the people’s right
to sulfrage.
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DAVAO CITY - The Philippine.

government is set to sign aloan agree-
ment with the Japan International
Cooperation Ageney (JICA) for $202.04
million, or equivalent Lo 10.544 billion,
for road nelworks in Mindanao after

PH, JECA&O sign loan agreem

the exchange of notes between Foreign

Affairs seeretary Teodoro “Teddy Boy”
Locsin Jr. and Japanese Forcign Minis-
ter Taro Kono here on Sunday, _

In an interview, Natsuko Sakata,
Japanese assistant press secrefary,
said the signing of the loan agreements
was supposed to happen alongside
the signing of the cxchange of letters
between Loesin and Kono here but it
did not materialize due to some pro-
cedures,

She said no sehedule has been set
yel for the signing of the loan agree-
ment for the “Road Nelwork Dovelop-
ment Project in Conflict Affected Aveas
in Mindanao” hut added it wiil happen
soon,

The Japunese official added they
hope the Japanese loan for the devel-
opment of road nelworks particularly
in contlict-allceted arcas here can re-
vitalize the economy of Mindanao by

2«55‘3.&@%@@@@3&
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rchabilitating the road system,

 “We have to revitalize the gconomy
in those conflict affected aveas. Now
is the time for éverybody to enjoy the

dividend of peace, we have to comie back
Ao normati life and to economic activi-

ties, you need roads and transportation

services,” she said, adding that the road .

brojects can provide the people of Min-

50 'danao belter access (o social services -
- such as schools and hospitals,

She said road projects are expecled
to contribute to developing a road
network thal supports the foundation
of people’s lives in Mindanao; improv-
ing access to public services such as
schools and hospilals; and revitalizing
the economic activities in the tegion,

“Aside from the road projects, she
said the Japanese governmient will also
support the region in the establishment
of a new Bangsamoro Antonomous
Region it Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)
by 2022,

The projects are expected to he
finished in 2028,

The loan has a repayment period of
46 years inclusive of seven-year grace
period. :

(Antonio L. Colina 1V) -

ent for road projects

In a briefer published on the wob-
site of tho Japanese Embassy in the
Philippines, the funds will be utilized to
finance projects that will “hmprove lo-

‘gistics, stimulate economicaclivity, and

sirengthen access to the region with-
the construction and refurbishment
of roads and bridges” in the provinces
of Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, and
Sultan Kudarat, '
“The project will constiiet and

“improve access roads to arterial roads

linking the main citics of Mindanao,
therchy contributing to the revitaliza-
tion of the regzional economy, the redug-
tion of poverly and the consolidation
of peace in conflict affected areas in
Mindanao,” it said,

The projeets that will be funded
using the Japanese loan include the
conslruction and improvement 0f101.9
kilomeler access roads, including the.
19.8-lan Marawi Ring Road and 23-km
Matawi Trans-Central Road,

Tho infrastructure projects are

“Inlended to “foster cconomic activily,

ensure smooth commodity flow, and
improve the region’s accossibility.”
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By ALl G, MACABALANG

4] OTABATO CITY - Muslim,
; * Christian and lumad youths

promoting interfaith unity
“” have started providing vol-
untary services to help secure places
of worships across the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM),

drawing praises from peace and order

councils (POCs) that had earlier batted
for such coordinated action.

~ Young residents here, in Marawi
City, Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao,
Basilan and elsewhere in the would-be-
defunct ARMM, extended monitoring
and protective services in the last Iri-
day congregational prayers and Su nday
masses at varying natures, sources told
the Manila Bulletinyesterday.

In Basilan, ethnic Muslim and Chris-
tian young residents openly showed
their security services by forming a
human chain outside the Sta. Isabel
Cathedral in Isabel Cily for Sunday to
protect mass goers, elating police and
military troops arlier deployed in the
area as security conlingents,

Government officials said similar
youth services happened in Marawi
City, Lanao del $ux, Jolo in Sulu and
Maguindanao where there are several
masjids (mosques) anda few commu-
nity churches.

LILTL]

Muslim, Christian
youth join hands
uard places of wor:

et R
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in ARMM

“I'his is impressive,” Maguindanao
Governor and Peace and Order Council
(POC) Chairman Esmael Mangudadatu
told reporters, referring to the youth

- sector’s voluntary act.

In the regular meeting of Maguin-
danao’s POC last January 30, Mangu-
dadatu and Maj. Gen, Cirilito Sobejana,
chiefofthe Army’s 6th Infandry Division,
appealed to the civilian sector to help
secure all places of worships in Central
and Western Mindanao regions.

In Central Mindanao, Sohejana said
military contingents had been ordered to
provide securily to mosques, churches
and other places of worships especially
during days of mass or congregational
prayers on Fridays and Sundays.

“But the police and military alone
cannot do it. The civilian sectors can help
alot,” Sohejana told the POC meeling.

“There musthe higherlevel of vigilance
atong all sectors,” he pointed out,

The POC in Maguindanao and coun-

terparts in ARMM have condemned the
twin bombings of Jolo’s Mount Carmel
Cathedval that left 23 people killed and 95
wounded on Jan, 27, and the grenade at-
tack ona suburh mosque in Zamboanga
City on Jan. 30 that killed two Muslim
worshippers and wounded four others,

The POCs heightened alert statusin
their respective areas of Jjurisdictions,
and called for civilian sector’s support
following the renewegl attacks on the
places of worship, r




BY WILLIAM B. DEPASUPIL

“H"VHE legal team of Cotabato City Mayor C).mfthia Guiani Saylitdfi is
studying all options in preparation for the filing of a petition before
1. the Supreme Court (SC) to declare the just concluded plgblsmtes in

N;i-ndanao n,ullr and void.

et Sayadi said her
Fj){(ﬂ LU S ! \”: camp had document-
———— e a]]:the violenve,
threats and intimidation that transpired
within and outside of polling places dur-
ing the casting of votes in Cotabato.Cily
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Cotabato

for its inclusion in the Bangsam-

“oro Autonomous Region in Mus-

liny Mindanao (BARMM) on -

January 11,
Speaking to The Aanila Times,
Sayaei showed documents that
inchuded pictures, names of per-
‘sonalities and her text exchanges

with military officers in the-

provinces,-among others, that
will prove her claims that gov-
ernment and military officials,
who were supposed Lo protect
the integrity of the plebiscite, al-
legedly conspired with the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
to ensure the victory of the
Bangsamore Organic Law (BOL).

“They are all fully documented

-and we will present them at the

sproper forum at the proper time,”

+Sayadi said in an interview.

* Speaking to reporters, Palace
spokesman Salvador Panelo said
- Sayadi shoulkl first file a complaint.

Pleclse]y, you have to filea case .

in the appropriate administrative
bodies,” Panclo said when asked
if the PPalace would mvesl:gue
Sayadi’s claims,

“If she has evidence (o back up
her.claim, then file the appropri-
ate charges against whosoever she
felt has violated clections laws,"
he added.

The Armed Torces of the Phtl
ippines on Monday denied Say-
adi’s atlegations.

“this is grossty unfair to thc nei
and women of ihe [Armed Forces|
who dutifully performed their elec-
tion dluties,” said Brig, Gen, Jidgard

Arevalo, military spokesiman, in a

Slatement.
Arevalo said Sayadi should bring

Her chasges to a proper forumand -

chalienged her to “substantiate
her allegations than besmirch the
good reputation of the [military|:
tluongh media.”

“Ihe [Armed Forces) is and will

temain professional, non-partisan

and true 1o its mandate of protect- .

ing the people in the exercise of

their political rights and in electing -

their leaders who will manage (he
"|ﬂ“1||q ‘of the shle, A:evalo said.

’Masswe

disenfranchisement’

Sayadi claimed (hat polling placesin
Cotabato City Central Pilot Elemen-

tary School, Dat Siang Elemen-

tary School, Muamad Elementary
Schoold, Cotabato City Institute,
Datu Usman Elementary School,
Sero Elementary School and Roxas

Elementary School were subjected

to threats and intimidation.

She said massive disenfran-
chisement of registered voters in
Cotabato City could have been

prevented if the mititary and the .
Department of Fducation (Deplid) .

were only honest enough and
matched their words with actions.

I kept my word and they
didn't,” she said. “! believed them
because they formed pait of the
govenuuent and I'malso a govern-
mentofficial.”.

Sayadi reiterated that she was

. assured by the military leader-
ship of the 6th Infantry Division

(1) on the eve‘of the plebiscite
“that the (housmds of hon-voting
MILE membess inside Cotabato
City would be asked to leave but

ifitbecomes part of the BARMM,”
she said.

Uneler her watch, Sayadi pointed
out, Cotabato City became the
most progressive city in that part of
the region and ranked 14th most
compelitive city in the country,
first in Region 12 and fourth in
the entire Mindanao next to Davao
Cily, Cagayan de Oro City and
Tagum City.. =

It was also. the second safest
city in the entire country next to
Ormoc City during the first and
second quarter of 2018, No.!
during the third guarter bul went
down in ranking during the 4th
quarter because of a bombing
incident that Sayadi believes was
perpetrated by the MILIE

"But despite the bombing in-
cident our crime rate is still low,”
Sayadi added.

On Sunday, Sayadi told The
Times that the MILE, which is
expected to [ead the BARMM,

sent 20,000 men to polling places’

actoss the city and encountered no
resistance from the military.

The BOL, which is part of the
2014 peace agrecment between

government and the MILE cre-
ates the BARMM, replacing the
current Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).
This new region will have wider
control over its resources and
political power,

Despite the strong opposition
of Sayadi to the inclusion of the
city in the new Bangsamoro entity,
the "Yes” votes still prevailed in the
January 21 plebiscite conducted
to ratify BOL. In the sccond ref-
erendum on February 6, volers in
Lanao del Norte rejected the inelu-
sion of six towns i the BARMM,
while most of tlie 67 villages in
Noith Cotabato that filed petitions
1o join the new region voted in
favor of it

Cotabato Cily will be part of the
new Rangsamoro core territories
and will feave Region 12 (Socc-
sksargen). “The city twice rejected
feining the ARMM in plebiscites
fou the Organic Act of the ARMM
{(Republic Act 6734) in 1939, and
expanded ARMM Law (Republic
Act9034) in 2001,

WITH CATHERINE ., VALENTE
AND DEMPSEY REYES
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nothing happened,

“liven the Depld assured us
that there is no problem, the
teachers will serve. | am so con-
fident. Who would not believe if
government says so. |'don’t listen
to the MIL¥ because | belicve that
a government of ficial should on[y
listen to her fellow government
officials,” she added.

Maj. Gen. Cirilite Sobejana,
commander of 6th 1D, denied the
allegations, saying the military

-would never take sides in any

forms of political exercise.
He said he personally con-
ducted rounds during the first

* plebiscite in Cotabato City to

drive out MILF mentbers and
even regular voters who had no
business in polling precincts,

Chaos in cd'tabatO?

Mayor Sayadi said that if Cotabato
City became part of the BARMM,-
there would be “chaos” because
the MILE “cannot conuoi even
their own people.”

“Cotabato City will be 1t lheu
meacy There will be mote abuses
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BOL. plebiscite tabulation ‘incomplete’

THE Commission on Elections {Com-
elec) yesterday completed the canvassing
of votes for the February 6 Bangsamoro
plebiscite but was not able to anpounce
the resules.

This, afrer the Comelec, sitting zs the
National Plebiscite Board of Canvassers
(NPBOC), was unable to complete the

tabulation and auditing of the canvissed
votes from Lanao del Norte and North
Cotabato.

“Qnly 20 percent has been done (by the
Tabulation Group and Audit Group),” said
Comelec chairman Sheriff Abas,

The NPBOC declared a recess and will Lo
on recess until 4 pan, roday,

et

The NPBOC already canvassed the vetes
trom Lanao del Norte as well as those from
the towns of Aleosan, Carmen, Kabacan,
Midsayap, Pigkawayan, Pikit, and Tulunan in
North Catabato,

The certificates of camvass from the saicl
arcas arvived at the Comelec main office in
Manila during the weekend. — Gerard Naval
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PHS DUPLICITY ON SECURITY MATTERS

THE duplicity of the Duterte
administration never ceases to
astonish us. After welcoming

with open arms China’s inva-
slon of our territories in the
West Philippine Sea, it now

wants the Mutual Defense’

Treaty with the United States

reviewed for its “vagueness"

about the "“US commitment to
defend the Philippines in case a
third country attacks its terri-
tories in the South China Sea”
(“Review of US-PH defense pact
urged,” 2/8/19).
Do our foreign affairs and
- defense officials really believe
their US counterparts are as
stupid as they are? Filipinos
themselves think such’ droll

pronouncements are nothing

but arrant nonsense, In fact,
we have become the laughing-
stock of other Asian countries
that continue to protest China's
brazen “might is right” occupa-

tion of .slands they ' claim
as theirs. :

Such protest may be futile,
but “qui tacet, consentire videtur
(sitence implies consent}"{ That
is exactly what Senior Associate
Justice Antonlo Carpio has been
urging this administration to
do, but all in vain,

_ Where will Mr. Duterte and
his minions hide in shame
when this nightmare of a gov-
ernment s oveir? With China
already dug in so deep, can
future administrations undo
what they have foolishly done
with finality?

Matching might with super-
might, the United States can en-
force “freedom of navigation,”
but not our feeble claim to any

‘territory there, Indeed, snooz-

ers, losers!

ARNULFO M. EDRALIN,
armed_2d_teeth@yahoo.com
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What the Davao-Japan
connection means

By JOHN YA -

S HE visit of Japanese Foreign
Minister Tavo Kono to Davao
City last Sunday highlights
the long historieal connection

S

between Davao and Japan, and points ,

toa strong future putling the southern
Philippine island at the apex of new
cooperalion,

Highlights of ihe visit included one
to one meetings with Foreign Secre-
tary Teodore Locsin Jr: and Finance
Secretary Carlos Dominguez apart
from other meetings with Cabinet
members such as Defenge Sceretary
Deliin Lorenzana,

These discussions are punctuated
by the 202 milliony dollavs for Mindanago

road rehabilitation, aparl from other -

Build Build Builq projeets it has com-
mitted to fund,

This road network in particular
will help support the rehabifitation of
Marawi and provide stronger links
between farms anc markets lo help
unlock the promise of many areas,
particularly in the Bangsamoro.

It ean be recalled that Japan has
consistently supported the Peace pro-
cess inMindanao, what with its irosting
oftalks between the MILFs Muradand
then President Aquino.

A notable contribution is the Mind-
anao container terminal at the Phividec
industrial area near Cagayan de Oro,
which has boosted its atlractiveness
as an investment destination, Of late
several large industrial companies wilt
begin construeting facilities there,

Recently, the 56 hillion contribuied
hy Japan from January io Sept 2014

Hunderscores these lies and coments o
cenluries-old relationship rooted in culline
and etimicity, to help navigate the stirred
waters of todays geopolitical complexities

ﬁic shilts to make for a dy-

and demogra
natnic region,

accounts for 41.2% of total Overseas
Development Assistance (ODA).
This makes it the biggest ODA

' comtributor consistently putting Japan

as our higgest ODA pariner over the
last 20 years, ‘

“Japan has also become onr largest
export pariner overtaking the US in
2010, Our average exports are at about
12 billion dollars and rising, Between
it and China we have the bulk of our
external trade, o

The industrial avea near Cagayan

de Oro, has boosted its altracliveness
as an investment destinalion, Soveral .

lavge industrial companies will soon
begin consitucting facilitios thore,

At prosent Japanese fruit com-

panies export bananas to Japan and
elsewhere, and future ventures point
to the possibility of larger industrial
investments,

Apart from tie lavge industrial in-
vestments recorded by agencies such
asthe PEZAand BOTis a Jarge numboer
of smallamfmediumsea]einveshnents
coming in the form of ramen restan-
rants and clothing retailers,

Japan'srole as a partner focused on
infrastrueture positions it as an enhabler
of trade and cconomic activily vital o
sustaining peace. Undeniably, the infra-

structure it has funded sinee the 1990g -

is patt of the Philippine growth story.

Japan in Mindanao history
Japar's involvement in Mindanao
dates back to the early 1900s when
Japanese worked the abacea fields jn
Davao. By the 1920s their poptdation
breached 26,000ina city thatbarely had

a hundred thousand residonts,

This has created a local Japanese

' heritage with descendants and rela-

fives settling even after World War 2,

Today, the Japanese school and
college Nildkel Jin Kai hosts humdrods
of them with exchange programs en-
abling them {o parlner with Japatese
colleges.

ALiitle Tokyo has been og tablished
in Mintal in Davao to scrve a5 a4 me-
morial for the once thriving Japanese
seltlement there,

AJapanese cotisular office, operat-
ing since {le 19208, is now a consulate
gencral offering full consular services
to the rising munher of Japanese resi-
dents and visitors from Mindanae,

These Japanese ties to Mindanao
show a unique shared history that
ought to overshacpw auny experienice
inwar

The Japaiese weore andt are known
to be industiious neighbors and ahle
to eko out a suecessful Hving from
the land. They partook of Mindanaos
promise at the same {hne other sel-
tlers came,

In the near future, direct Japan fo
Mindanao flights are expected, what
with a high monber of residents tak.
ing vacations in ang fostering trade
with Japan,

Japanese anime and movies are
a growing part of the youtube and
netflix generation. These elements
put Japanese brands and culture to
compete with Western influences, ang
contribule o a further “Asianization”
of Asians,

‘Thus, this visit means so much to
Push trade and cultyral relalions with
Japan and the rest of Asia,

all velafions in this dynamie part of the
world will e premised on putual benefit
and shared valyes,

With a strong, suceessfui past and
prescnt, partnerships are ag fruitfud and

point to a fruitful fulpre.

Havinglet go of our colonial pastwith the

West, Asian counlries have deepened their
tics with each gther Asia is the fultre, and
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Editorial

Pursue one peace accord

with all Muslim groups

I~ HE Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC)
[ made good sense in its suggestion that the Philip-
pine government synchronize its peace agreements
with the two Muslim rebel groups in Mindanao under
asingle, coherent plan for enduring peace in the South.
A policy of following separate tracks in forging peace
with the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) is a gross
mistake, as amply demonstrated when turmoil and
" confusion surrounded the holding of a plebiscite on
the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL). Pursuing separate
deals with the two groups is likely to harvest only false
hopes for peace.

The question now is how the nation can move for-

- ward with Mindanao stuck in fresh tension and uncer-
tainty. The situation cannot be resolved with fanciful
pronouncements by the Commission on Elections and
politicians about success in the BOL plebiscite.

An important constitutional question about the BOL
still has to be resolved by the Supreme Court.

The OIC has valid ground to voice its opinion because
it played a mediating role in the forging of the 1996
GRP-MNLF peace agreement that led to the establish-
ment of the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM) during the time of President Fidel V. Ramos.

Along with MNLF leaders, the OIC maintains that
the 1996 agreement has not been fully implemented
in accordance with its letter and spirit.

The government and the MNLE were working on the
conclusion of the final implementation of the 1996
agreement when the administration of former president
Benigno S. Aquino 3rd acceded to office. Mr. Aquino
decided to abandon the agreement in 2013 and opted
to pursue a separate peace agreement with the MILE
with Malaysia brokering the talks.

Although the Aquino initiative wound up with
its own peace agreement in Mindanao, it resulted
in moxe questions than answers. And it produced
such tragedies as the Mamasapano Massacre,
amongothers.

—
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We share the view of experts and seasoned nego-
tiators that the Philippine government should forge
one peace agreement with Muslim groups as one
community for peace and stability to hold, and in
order to conform with the strict guidelines of the

Philippine Constitution.
~ Clearly, the pact with the MILF cannot stand alone as

a fig leaf for peace in Mindanao.

It is indubitably correct now to seek the synchroniza-
tion or unification of the 1996 peace accord with the
MNLEF and the Bangsamoro deal with the MILF under
a common pact that can endure, - , %

By linking the. two peace accords, the two Muslim
groups and the government can work toward establlsh_- 7
ing real and lasting peace in Mindanao. o

By indicating his desire to talk with the MNLE Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte will open the door for fruitful
negotiations and synchronization. :

 And by focusing future talks on the resolution of the
remaining issues in the two peace agreements, the level
of statecraft in Mindanao peacemaking can be advanced
to a higher level. : :

This may be viewed as highly challenging. But there s
an opportunity here that should not be missed.
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onflicted
interest

woeimwme Malaysin always had a substantial role in the Mindanao peace

i (44 process involving particulasly the Moo Istamic Liberation Front (MILF)
i The during the term of President Noynoy Aquino that has been ascribed to
i statement  ncighbors helping out each other.

; of Noynoy Many, however, are starting to question its overlapping role in

was o total supposedly facilitating peaco while oxercising its sovereign function
of keeping the Philippines at bay In its Sabah claim,

surrender i )

to Malaysia The ciisis in 2013 when 235 supporters of the late Sulu

with a Suitan Jamalul Kiram invaded Lahad Datu to

feeble reclaim Sabah from Malaysia /
may have lbagg—~ indicated the true nature [,

reference  ; Malaysian g9 Y. . assistance §
aboutthe  and Noynoy's A B 4 g
Phllippine capigulation_ },\ s M, Y /
claim to Noynoy and his

Sabah... sidekick Mar Roxas, o 1) "
which he for instanee, appeared S j

referred to have suffered an iﬂ ] s
toas a identity problem /’/ﬂﬁ 5 /)/ :

“hopeless” during the standoff -

o 3
s : !

G

)

that lasted for

effort. about a month and ‘ 7k
were talking like ﬂ/ [/ / H / {
Malaysians seeing [ “ //

the Filipinos ¢ : I EER

as security _ - ///;

threats, ' \

Both - \N/.

Filipino officials said nothing about N
the safety of the Sultan’s followers and the estimated 800,000
Filipinos residing in Sabah who suffered the backlash of Malaysian
wrath after the Sultan's illequipped army was dofeated,

Noynoy then issucd a statement which called, short of ordering, the
followers of Kiram to surrender unconditionally, which was the same
demand of Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak on the “Sabah invaders.”

The statement of Noynoy was a total surrender to Malaysia with a
feeble reference shout the Philippine claim to Sabah being still on the
table but which he referved to as a “hopeless” effoit.

The Sultanate of Sulu, in a suicidal attempt, enforced its claim
based on reports that the lease agreement with Malaysia, which
inherited the contract from its former colonial ruter Great Britain,
would have lapsed in February 2016.

Malaysia stopped its rent payments and moro significantly its
recognition of the Sultanate’s claim. The Sultanate sought assistance
from the government, bul Noynoy referred to the territorial issue
as “dormant,”

Kiram, similar to the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF),
questioned tho exclusivily of the Mindanao peace deal with the

MILF which Malaysia favors.

Gy




From the start, the MILF and the Malaysian governinent seem
to have an extraordinary relationship. During the time that the
MILF was nearly decimated in an all-out war launched by former
President Joseph Estrada, its commanders and chieftains ali sought
refuge in Malaysia,

Malaysia is also the famhtatm of the peace negotiations between
the Philippines and the MILI and it i3 among nations that has the
biggest military contingent in the country, next to the United States,
which acts as peace monitors,

The Framework Agreement on the Bangsamoro (FAB) was also signed
in the presence of Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak who appears
to have an equal footing with Noynoy in the FAB-signing ceremony,

During the invasion of Sabah, the MILF was never heard to
have made 2 stand on the issue while it was entively former MNLF
chairman Nur Misuari who took the limelight on the side of the

Sultan's forces.
o= Noynoy also parroted Najib for the government's

14 response in the Sabah conflict,

Noynoy In several US embassy cables coming out
made clear from the US post in Malaysia, intercepted by
that he watchdog website WikiLeaks, the US government
wanted to perceived that Malaysia had deop interests,
disassoctate mostly economic, in the conclusion of the peace
with the . negotiations and the forming of the Bangsamoro

) homeland.

Sultan o1 The loaked leables quoted former US
the clqim Ambassador to Mataysia Christopher Lafleur as
associated saying that he sensed from Malaysian officials a
with it out “dogree of wariness with inereasing US activities
of fear of and presence in a neighboring Musllm area of
offending Southeast Asia,”

Maluysia, “It also whiffs of Malaysian interests on

Mindanao, an area in which Malaysia desires
influence and ceonomic gain," Laflewr said.

The Sulu Sultan said the Sabah expedition would have not
heen launched had the Sultanate been consulted regarding
the FAB, which was the basic docuent for the Bangsamoro
Organic Law then known as the Bangsamoro Basic Law.

Kiram satd he wrote Noynoy about the consultation process
regarding the peace deal, but Noynoy elaimed he nevor read it
The Palace then said the lettor was lest in “the bureaueratic maze"
or in a more direct way of speaking, was tossed into a trash can.

Noynoy made clear that he wanted to disassociate with the Sultan
or the claim associated with it out of fear of offending Malaysia.

There were a lot of talks about a modus vivend? with Malaysia
for all Philippine presidents after Marcos regarding the Sabah
claim, which appears to have heen the case between Noynoy
and Najib.

Najib is now under probe in Malaysia for some flnancial misdeals
that consequently poses questions of integrity on his close affinity
with Noynoy regarding the Mindanao peace deal




EFENSE Secretary Delfin Lorenzana says-
| he remains unfazed by reports that China
has deployed a large fleet of ships near

the Sp1 atly Islands in response to the Philippines’
construction of a new beaching ramp on Pag-asa

(Thitu) Island.

“The presence of militia... is no
surprisc to us as they have been
there since 2012. We cxpect other
countries to respect Philippine sov-
creignty, and to conduct themselves
in a civilized manner befitting mem-
bers of the global community,” Lo-
renzana said in a statcment released
I Friday.

On Wednesday, the Asia Maritime
Transparency Initiative (AM11) of
the US Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studics said the Chinese
fleet included navy and coast guard
ships and dozens of fishing vessels
from 30 to 70 meters in length,

Satellite images from mid-De-
cember 2018 and late Janvary 2019
showed the number of ships rising
to 95 on Dec. § before dropping to
| 42 by Jan. 26, AMTI saidl.

But Lotenzana denied an AMTI
claim that the Philippines was un-

dertaking land reclamation of its
own on Pag-asa Island.

"As of now, only the beaching
ramp is being undcrtaken, Next is
the concreting of the runway (Ran-
cudo Airfield) and the third phase
involves the lengthening of the air-
ficld," he added.

Rancudo Aitficld measures 1.4
ki, and is capable of handling
medium-sized aircrafl like the Air
Foree's Lockheed C-130 "Hereules"
cargo planes.

In December, the Defense chief

said Chinese Ambassador Zhao Ji-
anhua had tricd to discourage the
Philippines’ repairs on the Pag-asa
runway, and even Lorenzana’s visit
to island.

“We pointed out to them that-it’s
Just proper for us to improve the
runway and every facility in the
Pag-asa because they have already

devc]opcd Subi Reef,” Lorenzana
said at the time,

Facilities being  constructed
and restored included a beaching
ramp, the air strip or the Rancudo
Airfield, barracks for soldiers, de-
salination facilities, a sewage dis-
posal system, conventional and
renewable power generators, and
lighthouses, shelters and storage
facilities for fishers, Lorenzana
said.

“These planned modest im-
provements are basic but nonethe-
less highly essential in delivering
social services,” he said in his
statement,

The secretary’s approach—
firm but non-confrontational—is
a welcome change from the ob-
sequiousness we often see from
other Palace officials,

Indeed, we do not need fo be
apologetic about building im-
provements on our own territo-
ry—and certainly, it is no business
of any othet state to tell us not to
do it, Given the expansionist bent
of our northern neighbor in the
South China Sea, building up the
tetritorics that we already occupy
is the only prudent thing to do.
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HOW are we dealing with our next-door
neighbor China at present?

This question can best be answered by no
less than our current ambassador to Beijing,
Jose Santiago “Chito™ Sta. Romana, who
Spent more than four decades in Ching after
he aud several members of 4 delegation of
student activists on a vislt to the mainland had
ne choice but fo stay on as they risked arrest
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more than four
decades in Ching. ¥

by the Marcos i'cgimc if they retmmed to the
Phitippines,

Last week, we managed to make our way.

through moderate midday Iraffic to reach
the Cosmopolitan Church along Taft Avenye
in Manila to listen to Sta, Romana discuss
Philippines-China relations In a forom orga.
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nized by the United Council of Churches of
the Philippines.

- At the outset, Sta, Romana laid down what
he described as the strategic framework of our
bilateral relations, .

. The starting point of cutrent ties with our
next-door neighbor, he pointed out, is the
independent foreign palicy laid down in the
1987 Constitution, Is jt possible to have an
independent foreign policy in an interde-
pendent world? Yes, he said. This means be-
ing friends to all, enemies to none; secking
unity with a) cowntries, including the big
powers; giving priotity to national interest;
andt upholding ASEAN unity and neutrality,
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PH-China...

From A4

The Philippine govermment has actually
made a big shifl in its foreign policy. Fram
the traditional close ties with the U.S,, we now
seck stronger ties with China focusing on eco-
nomic coopcration, but not forging a military
alliance,

Basically our ties with China iun slong two
tracks, There are contenticus issues, and non-
contentious issues. The contentious issues in-
volve the sovereignty issue, or ownership of
disputed territory or land in the West Philip-
pine Sea, such as Scarborough $hoal, which
we consider part of our Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ). ‘The envoy emphasized that it is
not only the Philippines that claims ownership
of Scarborough Shoal but alse Vienam and
Taiwan, The overlapping clalins are what com-
plicate matters in the South China Sea.

We have chosen to shift from an adversar-
ial approach to a non-adversarial one, and to
focus on diplomacy to setile non-contentious
issues, such as economic cooperation, cultural
and educational exchanges, people-to-people
contacts, as well as joint efforts at countering
terrorism and criminality.

Contentious issues, Sta. Romana explained,
shonld not be au obstacle to stronger bilateral
relations. _ )

Onthe part of the Philippines, we have made
a shift in perspective: from viewing China as a
national security threat, we now view it as a
development pariner.

There's also a change in the Chinese per-
spective. Defore, Beijing considered the coun-
{ry a geopolitical pawn of the US, Now, the
Chinese consider the Philippines as a friendly
neighbor whose nationak interests are separate

from: those of its military allics.

“We use diplomacy as a first line of de-
fense, to crealc a good political atmosphere
through high-level meetings and bilateral talks
to resolve disputes,” he s2id. “When you’re on
friendly Lenms, it’s casier to talk.” |

Here, the envoy cited lessons from his-
tory. China liad border disputes with Vieman
and Russia, but these were ultimately settled
through negotiations and bilateral talks even
after armed skirmishes along their borders,

The Philippines has already won gains from
bilateral talks, Sta. Romana siressed, We now
have access to fishing areas in Scarborough
Shoal, thus reducing the level of tension in the
SCS/WPS.

China is now aur leading trade partner, Qur
fruit exports, mainly banana and pineapple,
catt now be found in market stalls in Beijing
and elsewheve, even as we still maintain siz-
able trade with the US and Japan, The Chinese
government has also extended grants to build
two bridges across the Pasig River, and feasl-
bility studies for infrastructure projects,

The Official Development Assistance
{ODA) from China actually comes in two
packages. The fust package includes the Chi-

¢o River Frrigation Project which will benefit

farmers in Cagayan and Kalinga; the Kaliwa
Dam in Quezon province will be an allemative
source of water for Metro Manila and ben-

efit residents of Metro Manila, and the South

Railway from Tutuban in Manila to Matnog-
Sorsogon covering more than 600 kilometers
that will facilitate travel to southern Luzon and
the Bicol Region. )

Then there’s tie big increase in the number
of Chinese visitors to the country. They are
now the second biggest tourist arrivals afler
the South Koreans. The Department of Tour-
ism projects a 40 percent growth in the number
of Chinese tourists next year.

Foreign direct investments (FDI) from Chi-

na is alrcady 7th largest as of 2017, accorditg
to ot Board of Investments (BOI),

I we now see more Chiness nalionals in
Meiro Manila, Sta. Romana pointed out, they
are working for Philippine Offshore Gam-
itig Operators (POGOg) that are doing busi-
ness here since gambling is prohibited in the
mainland. A number of Chinese nationals have
been given special working permits and now
work in POGOs, but not in ordinary construc-

tion projects, unless they are in supervisory or

management positions..

The envoy clarified that China charges only
two percent interest rates for ODA loans, not 6
percent or even 12 percent as claimed by some
quarters. In fact, he said, interest on Chinese
loans arc lower than thosc extended by the
World Bank and the Asian Development Bank.
We have actually failen into a debt trap with
World Bank and IMF loans in the past, he said,

For the ambassador, fears that we would
fall into a debt trap with Chinese loans are un-
founded since approved infiastruchure projects
would have to be economically viable, mean-
ing, they would have to pay for themselves,
NEDA bas rigorous standards in approving
projects with 10 percent sate of retum to offset
the cost of botrowings. Besides, we can pay
our loans as the domestic economy has afready
reached investrent grade according to interna-
tional credit rating agencies.

The Philippine economy is growing. Part
of this growth would be fueled by the demo-
graphic sweet spot where our young labor
force can sustabit our economic gains. But our
Achilles hecl is poor infrastructure, and this
is where we have to diversify our sources of
loans to finance our accelerated infiastructure
development program, Sta. Romana conelud-
ed, adding that “what is important is that we
retain our sovereignty and sovereign rights.”

ernhil@yahoo.com
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BOL and BARMM:
l*oe and high expectations

reign now that Mindanao’s Muslims
have a document establishing - their
political identity, Governance will be

I BELIEVE that the great majority of
Filipinos will agree with the statement |
that one of the greatest failures among i
the institutions brought into heing by |
the 1987 Constitution has been the '
autonomous region for Muslim Mind-
anao. After nearly 24 years of the exis-
tence of ARMM (Autonomous Region -
in Muslim Mindahao), the territories
covered by ARMM—five provinces,
one city and a number of municipali-
ties and .barangays—have remained
among the poorest parts of the Repub-
lic. Indeed, for political theorists and
development experts alike, ARMM [
has been close to being a big joke.
Last week, the population of
ARMM, in a plebiscite, ratifted
BOL, (Bangsamore Organic Law),
which provided for the establish-
ment of BARMM  (Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao) to replace ARMM, The
administration of President Rodrigo
- Duterte and the MILF (Moro s~ }
lamic Liberation Front) pushed very
hard for BOL’s atification, combining
theit formidable resources to ensure
approval by the ARMM population of
a document that in many respects is
truly landmark in character.

The core message of the pro-BOL
campaign was that ARMM was a co-
lossal failure and that BARMM would
be a replacement that was far superior
and that would usher in, finaily, a life
of prosperity, well-being and content-
ment for the people of Muslim Min-
danao,

That campaign pitch has been fol-
lowed, in the post-plebiscite, by all
sorts of hype-type statemenis emanat-
ing from the officials of the Duterte
administeation and other BOL advo-
cates. In chorus fashion, all of them
have said that peace. and orvder will

much better, with regional resources .

more judicially used. The Duterte ad-
ministration’s economic managers see
a sharp rise in investments—foreign
and domestic—with improved peace
conditions and the advent of betier
governance. And the tourism-sector
officials have completed the hype by
foreseeing a sutge in tourisn once the
BARMM government has iaken of
fice. _

The change in the economic for-
tunes of BARMM/ARMM envisioned
by BOL’s advocates is breathtaking
in its character and scope. From be-
ing an impoverished, badly governed
part of this country’s second-largest
istand, BARMM/ARMM is expected,
with the strokes of the voters’ pens, to
be transformed into a well-governed,
smoothly running and high-growth
piece of God’s earlh,

Is this a realistic prospect? Will
the BARMM created by BOL really ;
be the realization of cvery Muslitu |

i

Mindanaoan’s most cherished dream |
(not to mention the long-held hope of
Mindanao-sympathetic  development /
planners)?

The hyperbolic statements regard- -
ing BARMM'’s prospects rest mainly
on the fact that BOL has given to
BARMM far more resources—a huge
start-up fund, a retainable share in all
national-tax collections plus a share in
revemes derived from the exploita-
tion of national resources—wltich will
make BARMM far more capable than
ARMM of undertaking cconomic and
social projects. An attempt has been
made, and continues to be made, to
link good governance and abundant fi-
nancial resources, Is there a close link
between the two?

I have no intent to denigrate or be-
litile MILF’s leaders, and 1 desire only
the best for BARMM and its popula-
tion; but I have to express my doubts
as to whether Muslim Mindanao’s
new governing institutions will' be .
able to live up to the high expectations
of BOLs advocates.

Essentially, development is not
about physical and financial resources.
It is essentially about people. Messrs
AlMurad and Salamat and their
MILF collcagues have shown them-
selves to be good at running groups of
soldiers, but they have no experic?n?e
in providing good govemance to civil-
ian followers. When BARMM begins
to function, they definitely will not be
able to hit the ground running,

‘This country’s experience with
ARMM is a clear demonstration that
resources alone do not a progressive
region make. ARMM has never lacked
financial resources; it has always been
well-funded. Its leaders—these in-
cluded the Ampatuan clan—wasted
the region’s finances, thereby falhpg

to put in place the physical and social
infrastructure needed by ifs popula-

. tion, And so ARMM failed.

Will the MILF’s leaders use
BARMMs abundant resonrees ellec:
tively? Will they give BARMM gov-
emance belter than ARMM’s? MILF’s
leaders have given assurances that
they will govern BARMM vyell, but |
the value of those assurances is uncer-
tain because MILF’s leaders have no
civil-governance track record to speak
of, ‘}l’)

1 hope that all the hype about BOL
and BARMM's future will be borne
out in the coming days, for the sake of
Muslim Mindanao’s population.

What no right-thinking Filipino
wants to see is BARMM going the
way of ARMM,
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AFP, PNP, Coast Guard personnel get bus fare discounts
By Aerol John Patefia February 11, 2019, 6:47 pm

MANILA -- Personnel of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), Philippine
National Police (PNP) and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) may now avail of a 20
percent fare discount in all city and provincial public utility buses (PUBSs).

This after the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB)
signed on Monday a memorandum of agreement (MOA) with the AFP, PNP, and
PCG granting fare discounts to the uniformed personnel.

Among those who signed the MOA are AFP Chief of Staff, Gen. Benjamin Madrigal
Jr., PNP chief, Director General Oscar Albayalde, PCG Commandant, Admiral Elson
Hermogino, LTFRB chairman Martin Delgra Ill, and participating bus operators.

“To avail of the fare discount, uniformed personnel from the aforementioned
agencies are only required to present a valid ID as proof of active service,” the

LTFRB said in a statement.

Department of Transportation (DOTr) Secretary Arthur Tugade said the granting of
fare discounts in PUBs to uniformed personne! was in line with the directive of
President Rodrigo Duterte to honor the men and women in uniform.

“In line with the President’s directive, this is our way of giving back to our soldiers,
policemen and Coast Guard servicemen who secure our nation and protect the
Filipino people. We owe the peace and order and national security of our country to

their inspiring service,” Tugade said.

The special fare discount for all uniformed personne! shall continue and remain
effective indefinitely, which will then be reviewed after one year. (PNA)
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AFP denies conspiring with MILF for BOL win

By Priam Nepomuceno February 11, 2019, 4:57 pm

MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Monday denied reports claiming
that government officials have conspired with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to
ensure the win of the Bangsamoro Organic Law {BOL) in the recent plebiscites.

"This is an unfortunate occasion where the AFP, despite diligently performing its mandate
24/7, is being accused of a malpractice. This is grossly unfair to the men and women of the
AFP who dutifully performed their election duties," AFP spokesperson, Brig. Gen. Edgard
Arevalo said in a message to reporters Monday.

Arevalo was reacting to Cotabato City Mayor Frances Cynthia Guiani-Sayadi's claims that
government, military, and Commission on Elections and the MILF conspired to ensure that
Cotabato City would fall under the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao.

"We hope that the good Mayor of Cotabato City will bring her charges to the proper forum
and substantiate her allegations than besmirch the good reputation of the AFP through

media," Arevalo said.

He added that the AFP remains "professional, non-partisan, and frue to its mandate of
protecting the people in the exercise of their political rights and in electing their leaders who
will manage the affairs of the state".

During the Jan. 21 plebiscite to ratify the BOL, the "Yes" vote won in Cotabato City. (PNA)
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