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The President hit the campmgn traal on Thuesday for his admmistratio s se
we from the ruimg PDP-Laban party led byire for '

ﬁyluine M.Aureh_ ;
jMAurehoINQ '

: (‘ITY OF SAN JOSE DEL MON-
TE—»-Plesident

endorsed “in . May’s "miidterm

elections; after a;pruning of the.
administration-slate’ that- saw:
the removal of formet Sen. Jing-

goy Estrada fromi‘the lineup. -

Mr. Duterte confirmed-that
Estrada had been cltopp_ed from .
the "adiministration - ticket by .
saymg hig candldates were-only.
those he endorsed - durmg the

proclamation rally here.

" “Yes, because I have to 'be-=
‘trile to myself, WhatIsaid here,

that's.it,” he said in'a talk with

repoiters after the raily.
Estrada, who is facing trial

on graft _and, plunder charges

“over the Pio-billion pork barrel:

scam allegedly masterminded
by businesswoman Janet Lim-
Napoles, was dropped from the

administration slate last week .

but it was not immediately an-
nounced..

{mention himj, .

Duterte .on
Thursday rallied support for 11~
senatorial candldates he finally -

; A friend :
- M Duterte said he felt: awk-
Wald not- to ‘mention Estrada, :
whio was-at an‘event in Legazpi
Clty whemhe spoke last week e

= A Hewas there How:ca
-Even forjust
gne smgle day; you-can teliall 13+
¢andidates that they -are. your: .
bets,” Mi. Dutertesaid, -~ -

“Whati 1s that to a friend? We
know that hie has: suffered We: |
know that’ he was in prlson," he
added. .

"The President }omed the

‘candidates at the lauieh of the

campaign - of “the "Partido, -
Demokramko Plhpmo Lakae ng
Bayan {PDP- -Laban) led by the .

‘party president, Sen; Kako Pi-

mentel, whohasbeen cleared to. -
run for Leelectmn by the Com- :
elec,



Wxth
_case out of the way, Pimentel
said his campaagn could now fo-

'cus on his credentials, achleve- :

‘meénts and advocaaes as a
_Iawmakel o

 Damocles sword
" The': Comelec: -ruled. .
- since he had not fully served:his

first. term, he. could rin in the-_

mldterm polls thisyear. .
g very happy that the
Comelec has finally decided-on

‘the cases which liave served aga
Damocles sword over my candl-_ .

'dacy, hesaid, :
Pimentel fxrsl: ran. in 2007

. Losing ‘the. polls, he filed an

. éléctoral protest against -1ath

‘placer Sen. juan Miguel Zubiri.

_ The Senate . Electoral. Tri-

"bunal-eventually ruled in his fa-

hlS disquailﬁcatxonlf

2013 election and is now £
' mng for asecond ferm, - i
" The PDP-Laban's other sen-
atorial candidates are :former 3y
that

vor and he took his; oath s’ sena—-
tor: in z20m, aIIUng him fo-

serve only one and'a half years'
of his first term, He won m th

presidential-political ~adviser
Francig Tolentina,- forme1 ‘Bu-

reau” of Lmrectwns Dnectm,

General " Ronald ‘dela’

.'Magumdanao Rep. Za]ld" Man=
gudadatu and former Special&
Assistant to the Prebldent Bong _

Go.

Atthe Bnlacan campalgn ral-

ly, the ruling party's campaign
manager, Sen, Manny Pacquiao, -
introduced “their guest candi-
dates:

Cynthia Villar, Soriny Angara

and JV Ejercito, Taguig Rep. Pia - -

reelectionist - Senators -

national chair,;

qﬁahﬁcatxons 'except Agu:tar .
©oed publ:_c servant

hls faverite ol sifger, -
He hailed. Dela Rosa as. a

vant; who- was “ready to.die for
hzs country

He: fsaid. Go, 'lus longtlme

alde, "only wanits to serve, He

- only‘wants o work, he-wants to

“knew everybody.”’ L
“That's-why even the com-

munists will- vote for him;” Mr,

Duterte said. :
Pimentel, a bar topnotcher,

M Duterte the PDP-Laban
spoke at length :

pattiotic and funda- - Ty
< honest” publ:c sef-

‘ seekmg reelection;
‘opposition Sen; BamAquino

i v s Bﬁgm ‘honest and: 1ot diffi-
-Imee Marcos and smger Freddle _
Agui[zn o

cult to work w1th " the Presn-

‘dents said

‘Mnther to the nation :
Vlll__ar is'a minimalist “moth-

‘er to'the nation” who “keeps eV~

erything in.order,"hesaid. .-
."She has beenra very dedicat-
.-She is very
ind rich,” he added,
i esident " Vicente
Sotto I on Thursday promised
to bat for all_seven senators :
mcludlng

The other reelectionists are
Senators Grace Poe, Nancy Bi- -
nay, Piinentel, Angara Ejermto ’
and Villar. L

If invited, Sotto said he would .

-join their rallies, On Wednesday,

he went.to Tondo, Manila, for



;fromth’admmlstratmn. L

U UE won't deny that if you' ré_

" endorsed by the adnnnlstratlon-
ity different It woul" beeasieron

.- yoiir resotirces, but T can't: force’
- [aniendorsement),” Poe said.

. conupt in government :

Poe, 'who tan -against. Mr;

- Dutertein the 2016 polls, said the
“focus of her campaign: this time
“wasl her anticorruption Lagenda, -

“Twill continue ¥

“Poe would also prish’ for the

-passage of a freedom of mfor--
matmn law .

Palace wams s scammers B
“In Malacanang, pre31dent1a13 ,

v spokesperson Salvador ‘Panelo

warnecl -againist scamimers ‘who

“wete. reported to bie uging the
President’s name without au-
- thority to solicit funds and cam-
 paign tiiaterialsfor the adminis-
 tration candidates..

. "For everyone's information

and guidance; the President has

not authorized anyone in either
the private or public sector, in-

- cluding ‘governmient . agéncies
like the Bureau of -Customs, to
: —resort to"such 111ega1 undertak:

ings,” he: said. “WITH: 'REPORTS
FROM-CHRISTINE O, AVENDAﬁo AND
LEILA B. SALAVERRIA INQ '

>
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¢ said government officials: and'employees
. p1 q's.; thelr prefemnce, but cannot i

aid:
o od has -o1dered the \
: I(:Jan détZS to. take_' down thelr
"Jlle al posters, M o
’;SW I?used to. mfmm i

.,gagmg in partlsan
be 1nvest1gated and
he, said:. L

. iteite: gave me an order
- that there wil be: ho: sacred COWS," :
_ ]1menez sal

! the” ACC would hold
¢ will prestime. - liable any. government official or-
eirs; They can'tdeny employee found guilty. of using
fhat s Guariion sald yesterday . _govermnent_ Lesources for certam
- She said the Comelec has. .-candidates. - R

1epeated1y reminded:allcandi-.

dates to take down the illegal’
: ,Tu n_ to Page ‘i(!_E

they won’t remove. th

posters B '

Comelec spokesman anies Innene?' sald the
. poll body has notified all natorial candldates'
‘to take downtheir illegal postérs.: '
" “We Have sent general notice for everyone
senatorial and party-list; to take down lhc il
legal posters,” Jimenez said.’ ‘ .
" He said the candidates were glven unnl
yesterday toremove the illegal posters; adding -
they have'yet to notify local candidates as the




‘ ari:y llst group Parhdo La g :
(PLM) yesterd'ay-'urge “the’ Comelec to

: dang : reen ]okes: 1
'.the pohhcal campaig :
"Weurge:a[l vomen pe" '11 Ca elec ;

- wome We appeal
covering the sort
-candidates: who gyrate N
ers.on stage during, camj
. Heélp. us inform those who,
as:gecond class itizens,”
.Flora Santog-Assidao'saich
_ She__ur' rod female: canehd'ltes te stand
‘uptotheir colleagues and to call-them out |
. even in publicif the situatich démands it.
- Assidao urged ‘can o refrain -
from using mysogyms,xc or sexually :
charged remarks. - :
Meariwhile, pollce ofﬁcers w111 help the
Metropolitan. Manila Deveiopment Au- -
- thority- (MMDA) rethove campaign post- -
- ersfrom areas prohibited by the Comelec. -
" National Capital Region: Police Office”
. chief Director Guillermo Eleazai dered -
-the five police distriet ditectors and 38 .
~ station conumandersto help the, MMDA in.
removmg these illegal campaign posters,
“Fleazar also ordered hismen to;prevent
suppor ters of pohtmans from posting
canipaign materials in trees, :flyovers,
lainpposts and other prohibited aréas.”

¢




“convene their respective

- sponse clusters toielp monito
possible: meas_l 0

. their respectwe af

: An' NDRRMC respor
meeting presided

Duique BL

‘of action-in light of the measle
“outbreak declaration in the N

. and Bastern Visayas.

. “Representatives. from»i
a NDRRMC—attached agencies,

Fabruary 2019

'regmnal d1saster offices to

Y 'ks in

~Health-Secretary’ Franmsco.

The: mneu‘r‘lg last Monday; g
- vag-specifically called to coor-
“dinate the government’s plan

“tional: Capital Region (NCR),
Ceitral Lizon, Southern, Taga-
log (Calabarzon and Mimﬂropa)-;;

%enaea petitaining to
5ETVICER. and_t

dds g
‘Helikewise urged (v

: cmated

including the Departments-of ¥

Social Welfare and Develop- -

- ment, Education, Interior and: "

.Local Government, and For-"

eign: Affaus, Commissionon: . ..

-Higher' Education; Philippine .

" Coast Cuard; Armed Forces:

of the Philippines; Philippine |
National Police; Bureau of

Fire Protection and Philippine

i - the meeling.

P R S SRR s N . . PP I Eh e
SR R coebE :

j”_tIO dbives
= Tle estab hmg}ni of altex—

. native; immumzatlon gites, ac-

adults to-have: themselv_ vac-'

T Citing re.éorcls of the Depat-
inent of Health (DOH); Jalad
_Said:-that anﬂf—}aﬂr 26;?ser_ne 1-,813‘ _

ing.
an ceessible] 1mmunizahon.

‘opted to set up vaccination
“centers at selected fastfood
:,chams and malls inabid toim- "
Infoumation Agency attended |, MuRizemany ¢ Cl“Idre“ agamsl
R measles.
- The DOH is. aiso planmng -
" to establish vaccinationcenters
- outside churchesintheregion,
- according to DOH-Calabarzon
(Cayite, Laguna; Batangas,
.‘Rizal, Quezon) '-regmnal direc:’
- tor Ediardo’ Janatro. .0 T
"We requested:our rehglous
 leaderstoread aletter to the par-
* ents to have their children vac-
" cinatedin their miasses and wor-
- ships ‘and othet convergence
‘ CthitlEb,” Janairo discléged.

ing to Dique; is pasallel to-
siithouse-to-house. program

“and the extension of vaccina-
o tmn activi

is after 5 .. and
wting weekends.: -
The pubhc, e added, has no

morc reason 1o shy- away. from::.
. getting measles:shot

incé:the:

DOH is already provid

accination 4 the -only

E prevéntton ahdhere s no cure

'e;disease gitice it is self-
ng. We.advise all parents

-~ and guatdians to have their .
- children vaccinated. dig, ret, _

Ianeuro stressed.
He pomted ot thal: medsles

: vaccmeq are different from the -

. controversial Dengvaxia,
- #Parents need not worry.

because it is very safe, effective
and is the best defense agalmt
‘measles;” Janairo said. .

. As of Feb. 11, atotal of 1; 434

cases have been recorded m,




page I\

for poitical p ci
-~ séats havie beerl reserved for
:adopted politicians-at the PMA
- Tlits s the fir R R S
- group imposed such n ., Around 2,000 PMA alumsii
in-an election year, as the ad-an their: families are ex-

" “opted peliticians have always. . pe ed. to participate in.this
* been allowed to march with” year’s homecoming, which .
thepast. -« has. fo APP: chief-and.

" their classmiates in the-past.® : chief a:
| now Envifonment Secretary |

.. ‘Among the politician hon-
" “orarymembers of PMA classes -
~rutning in the: midterm’ elee-

’?7
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THZ KATION'S LRADING NIWIPAILR

ofl-
prompted some 30 publlc schoi iteach A
ers to back-out from 'serving in the’in--
comingelectionsin San: Fernandotown,
“Southern:Cebw:.The: teacherscitedthe
“iliings of 1ocal ofﬁclals in San Fernando
last month, - :

“We: encourage our 10 -al ofﬁclals l:o.
‘institute-peace. ‘covenants:among the -
d]fferent candldates,” .Comelec spokes—

Mamla :
o (% might not be legally bmdmg
But, at the very least, we could have
moral suasion ‘over thecandidatesand
* encourage them. to’keep’ the eleetmns _
safe for everyone,” he: added '
Jimenez expressed concevn over _
the: electmn violenee: takmg place in ' o
various parts: of the countr . _
. “Phis-early in the- game,
‘believe, we. have already out— b’ﬁ

Z74
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fxs gettmg, h'e dd

- Earlier, the hilﬁipme attonal

Pohce (PNP) raised the number of_-_ m
R -starte i ot

electton “hotspota" t0 7015,
Accordmg 10 Jlme ez
or-th

mfi\lx.ence. the olitcome.
i starting to mmkthatmayb

to eliminate the competxtmn Thatls’

'one possxble redson,” e sa:d
' “Neo. poll uty
Renante Angeos

o express their’
|- serve durmg 201

I has May." - ,
1./ Publie: bChOOl teachers began to
1 start express their refusal after’ the
“ambush-on: San. Fernando Mayor.
' LiaKamibini Reluya’ and six of her.
1" companions in Tahsay Clty on Janu-

- ary 2a.

: '*but ‘het: hushand San: Fernando Ag-

1 ‘sociafion «of Barangay Councils: (ABCQ) -
presxdent Rmatdo Reluya Jr. and two

8; San: Fe:nando ~electiong in
electmn office, said the publie. school - - Cebi
‘teachers recen'sly‘vmted his office.. -
sal to no-longer

9 m1dte.rm electlons - .
e '..Fernando {o-ensurethat the eleetlons :

“The' maym sulvwed the ambushfj"
- Teliciano, has vehemently denied that

y.for the: inédinmg '
ember or just two...
e of the teachers

“He dmitted that he never thought

would back out after
it:they willbe -

th elections

aidthey he ed at‘ieast 177. :
achers {0 assistin thelocal
an Femando .
neial Pohce Offlce

or ManuelAbrugenaas:-
sured'they wﬂl lie:deploying additional
police and: military personiel to San

peaceful and: orderly
:I_‘oliowmg the ambush’ atiempt i m

“herTife, Reluya accused-her political

ya
;rlvals -of allegedly mastermmdmg
‘the incident which resulted m her

. 'husband’s denth.

‘Herlotie rwal busmessman Ruben

he: mastermmded the assassmatwn

- attempt on the mayor
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| 26 loose firearms isinurender sa Ampatuan

L dsinyrender-ng mga.: Ayon:ka mas.ay pinangunahan:

. residente ang 26 ma- .Gen. Clyliito i -Ampatuan-Mayor

. [ataas at maiikling:mga na, Commander ng--Rasul sa ginanap na
kalibre ng ‘armas sa ' Joint Task Force (JTF): *seramonya sa Anpa-
Aropa nﬂ militar sa‘ba~ Central ‘at Ariny’s 6th an Municipal-Hall. - -
~ yanng Ampatuan, Ma--hfantn Bivigion _(a_ll:_)% ‘Kabitang sa mga
Quincanao kahaponfnP' ‘ang 26 matataas:d -rahurenderay!Zgau‘ge

. “bmaga kaugnay ng pl- matikling “kalibre:] _shoi?u.n.apat_na-cal' 8

nalglingna lampanya-. armas-ay-mula samga’-Tevolver, . [san M203:
kontra-loose firgarms’ - lokal naresidenteng 11 -grenade launcher, da-
upang matiyak ang. barangay-sa nasabing: Tawdng cal 45 pistol,
mapayapang midterm. bayan. .. oo c0 Jgdng 12 auéqe pistol,

' glactions: sa Mayo ng - Nabatid na-ang; dalawang M79.grenade

Cdaonglto, v " ta-turnoverng-mga - launcher, -isang . N1..ga-
e o e e e B el S crand.rifle gt isang 60
CMMamartar. S

- Samantalang’ hini-

. kayat.ni Sobejana.ang:

. lahat g mga . fesidente:

_sa mga munisipalidad

‘g8 laniyang nasagaky-

pan ne isurénder angy’

mga barit .na walang

flisansya sa Central Min-

danao.-(Joy - Cahios)9
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i
kaugnay ngpibaigting na
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_ Supermtendent Ioem o
: -.‘Malong, Centre :

police spokesperson, said 'I"‘

“eléction-related. vxolence,
-intenise political fivalries e
‘and threats posed by New. .
People s Army rebels were

She sm _ S-areab in Negms . m \

Page: _ ™ o

curity Coordm mg Center




‘BY CATHERINE S VALENTE

ace Nueva Ecua in'Central Luz

-govemment’s agrarlan land reform program.-}

'Preszdent Rodtlgo Dutéfte has 'Vowed to
on' unde "'the-'*'

'E In hiis speech during the inaugu-

ration ‘of a.drug treatment. facility
in Laur, Nueva Ecija; Duterte said

he would deploy concerned of--

ﬁClaIS nextweek to. lmplement the
land feform in-the province.

“The: Pres;dentadded hatheh'ad _?' i

. ,met with' some: commumty mem-

bers who were concerned aboutf '
" ‘_Monday, pleage al[owt 1e
- will declare land. reform

-~ area. next week,” Duterte said,
“Hewas: referrmgta New: People s
Army, the armed wing: oftheCom-
" munist Party- o_f the Ph;l‘l‘pp_mes,- :

the problem of land: and water 1n
the province. -
"Kaya mga NPA. [rebels]

.ﬂakihmg diyan.ngayon. Hoy, .
mga NPA, alam kong problema -

ninyo. Na kurg hindi ako ‘nag:

pupunta dfto, hmd: ko alam

‘Kaya ‘may papupuiitahin ako
-Lunes dito, huwag ninyong,

hayaan.ninyo (To members of

-the NPAif you're listening, hey
o NP, Iknowyour ploblem IfE -

which regards genume land. reform- '
- program as a corerstone in. any’
- peace:deal with. the govertinient,
- "Atthiis time of our naionial life,
+ T'would evei say that T've been
‘telling the'military and the police
that uriless: we solve this age-old -
-problemy of gettmg tlie lands to
 the peaple, we can never end the

insurgency problem in this coun- .
try,” the President $aid. R
Dutette explained that he- want-

: 5ed to dlsmbute lands, initiallyidle
* governiment ands, to agratian
.reform.beneficiaries so they can
“cultivate. thie Tand and unprovef'
n't - theirplight. -

‘Hesaid so farhe: had dlstnbuted '

60,000 Tand titles to: Iand referm_
" beneficiaries,

“So, 10- years' from now, mga

" anak ninyo- makatikim -ng pera’
‘ (your children would have mon- |
- ey). At Jeast.sa bukiay nila {in

thelr llfettme) yung generatlon




niya  makatikim ng milyon. [the:r._ -,:
‘geperation would have mllllonsl '

Duterte-added.

- -1 do riot work for the 7 work o
“for the people Tdonot work for...

I serve no master. lama worker of

- govemment The mllltary and the
polige are workers.of. the govern-
“ment and weworkforthe people, I
.hesaid, L

" In the $amie speech the Press"
clent dlSClOSEd plans tovisit Sagay,.
" Negros Occidental; soon for. an-_-r :
 othet agrarian. reforin event;
" Hesaid the government had_,.
been wmngly blamed forthe death '

of some farmers in Sagay.
“Ito ubusin ko-talaga ito and
then Sagay, doon yungpmagpata-

 yan'ng mga... itongmga x komuni-
sfa nag-aaway- away doon at kami
7.inaman ang: pmagbtbmtangan (L.
- wiill finigh-this:land ‘istribution -
. program and then in-Sagay; ‘the
§ farmel ‘were bemg kllled 11 was-

“iliere and they'te blammg u
'_'Premdent note o
"Duterte made the. rem‘a,rk’ _ :
' 3 _'_tlonall; Pemocratic Front
. Philippines- peace panel
; ,_f:peace talks collapsed in Noy ein-
ber 2017, s
la. - Duterte earller promlsed that;

’ 'nearly four. month
“massacre of nin s
- Sagay, - Negros Occ:dental'

: October 20, who alleg t

“sugar farmers, saying it was ‘
rstyle” of the NPA to kill ‘their
own. members and.put the blame. '

the communists ‘who are. ﬁghtmg"*
“the

mumst rebels mthe il

“on. the’ govemment

The communist rebels see {ree

- distribution of agucultu_lfal_ land

dsa bas1c prmcxple of'genume
‘agratia reform. :

-This way among-lssues ,cklecl
¢ governme 1t a0d the: Na:
the.

‘available’ and_ in

He had also 1mplemented land-

-reform in Boracay and other areas
i Aklan-during’ the sm-mqnth-
closure of the world- famous tour-

xst destmatlon




who torched prive

NEW People g Army ﬁghte tay

fhppz

. mander of the Army s 2nd Infantry -DIVI-;. 3
. ‘sion, said thie still umdentiﬁed rébel wag

killed in an-ericounter- with troops-of the
- Ist Infatitry ‘Battalion. in Sitio- Pinamin-
tiati, San Buenaventura- vlﬂage ity Lu:s1-
' ana, Laguna, on ‘Thursday 1 morning.
" Meanwhile, an. official said the efforts

iga grues v:o]atwn of ‘the provi-
f UNICEF’s Convention:-onthe
Rights of Chlldren, which specifically

“states that children below the age of -
18 must. be accorded their basic rights
 toinclude the right’ from exploitation,”
_ . Armed Fotces of the Phlhppmes public .
‘of the New. People’s Army {6 rectuit mi- - af

its: office. chief Noel Detoyato said -

--nors IS a gross vmlatlon of' the UNICEF -inmaite

i essage to the Ph:hppme News

Agency when sought for a comment

- Parayno said theé ‘slain terrorist was'
among ‘the 15 rebels’ who ' last week - the
" burned. thrée backhoes ‘and one: bull-. “drag
dozer: bemg used in the road wu.'Ienmg;
-cofistruttion at the Kaliwa Dam project

-by ‘thé Metiopolitar Waterworks and

" Sewetage System owned: by--Northern:=
Builder Corp..in Magsaysay vﬂlage in-

Infanta, Quezan
‘Brig. Gen. Arnulfo Marceio Burgos
head of the 202nd Brigade, said the

‘communists fled toward the boundary
of Quezon and: Laguna-to escape the

‘pursuin troops from the 80th. Infantry

utefi reﬁght that

: .kar towns in'Quezon: -

il Lueban, Queaon, sparkmg a 15-mm—
feft.one rebel:dead while
hipered'in dxfferentdlrectlons,
wounded conrades.
"The  NPA ‘burning was condemned
the officials of Infanta and General Na-

‘Mayor Flhpma Grace Amerlca of
Infanta was-quoted as saying the terror
act: perpetrated by the NPA ‘was not the

: praper way to address the lssues sur-

rounding the project. "~

Mayor Eliseo Ruzon of General Na- _
kar'viewed the actby theNPA as:a hin-
dratice to the: development i his towh -

e and-in Infanta ‘noting that the incident -
= would: lead to. their-constituents losing
- theif jobs needed to. support the1r falm—
:"ilies Wlth PNA v
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) .Abu Sayy
-succee _cd in

: .sustalned anti-terror’ operatlons :
.- in Mindanao:that have already -
-resulted in a number of mTests_ ;
sincelastyear, o

. “Counite

-rAnsom . opera-
“ Davidson

- said in a statement "
- Tuesday before the -

Us:.Se Ar,med_ E

- BervicesCominittee.

on US’ Indo-Pamﬁc:

- Command

Dav1dson sa1d

“the IS claimed

credit for multiple
“small-scale attacks
“in:the Philippines, .

including a car

" bomly:attack at an-

N fa'

ISremains gl_ il

Zt e.
threat, despite evolving intoa

“dovert”. terrorism’ networlk,

with countries. continuing to -
chialtenges fromi the grow-

1ge of violent terror-’

—"-.Wlth I’la Lee-Brs ago.

Page: w,,]mm.,m
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Patikul;Sulu yesterday L
- The ‘milite '. sald :

for around 20= mmutes

with Abu Sayyaf. band1ts in’ broi

5= )
re the dn‘ection Where the bandlts

: 'escapecl were launched

Me_anwhtie, in. Laguna, _

week was klllEd in a ﬁreﬁght

-'=Lu131ana yester ay.‘_ o
“Two improvised: bo 'bs,_'
'-bomb materials, tagazines .-
-for Mi6 and c1ght cell Jo

People’s Army 1ebe1.
“suspected of burning: construe-:
- tion equipment in- Quezontast

w1th soldters ify 511.10 Pmammu'

' rcbel are-orgoin;

hones .

Page: 10

e S e s

id air strikes targeting

“wWere. among those 1ecovc1ed
_-atthe scene;

Pursuit 0pe1 atmn" for'- the

= With Michelle Zoieta, Ed

'Amm 080, ]alme Laude




of the state and become: évil against-

it

19

AUR, Nueva Ecua - There

of criminals across the world. .

“The President sald he was pr epared N

to “réturn ‘thecourtesy™ to the eiemiés

¢ will-'be’no mercy:shown fo.
pdrug traffickers and terrov- -
sts threatening to desbioythe .
country, President Duterte vowed last:
‘Wednesday after warning ahoutthe rige

“hé-said during’t

Tl

el LT T R

TS NATIONS LIADING NIWSPAMTR

e them “100 tlmes over " T

i “There seemstobe: a biussomlng of.: :
* eriminals: giobally and-we are fighting
& global war: againist dvug: ‘Hindi kita

)

papatawarin [I- wil ot forgiveyoul,;

“yst like tervorisim, P11

courtesy. Soit'sjust a matter of ietting
. themunderstandthatevenifyouareon.

' indugnration of the .~

‘Moscati Meadows residéntial treatment
: .faczhty in Nueva Ecna Wednesd AT
return the "
* that the Smalaa drug ear: tel of Mexico

v_11 in your mmd We have ours andI '
‘ean-do better than what you can;: 100
' tlmes over,” he said.

> Duterte “who: has launched a re-‘_
lentless crackdown:on the nalcotic.s-.
trade, claimed that illegal drugs Were .

?bemg ‘prodiuced “ever ywheére”-and

were being imported:into the: county
theough dand, aiy and: sea; He noted -

and the Bamboo Tliad of Asia have

~joined fcn eesin drug trafficking in the '

.country

“histeim 0
: “Pumapasok sﬂa lahat Ngayon,

gusto nilang: subukan, sige (They are .-
coming jn and tryingto test us), we are
prepared. My soldiers and my police; .
'we ave ready to meet the challenge. At
-sinabi ko sa: kamla, tapusin na natin‘to .

habang ako pa (I told ther, we have
to finish this whﬂe I’m stlli in power
he said..

Duterte has also ignored cmtncxs_n_ls-
fromrhuman tights groups, saying they

_were only concerned about the rights

of the drug: offendels and not their

ey

‘the. other side; youdo-not monopolize

- Faced wath such threat fl o’ d: ug_.;
.cartels the President'said he has .-
‘directed government. forces: to:try to
put an-end to. the drug menace durmg: -

‘ for the peopie and sefves “no master” .

In pir: sﬁmg the anti- drug campalgn, :

He -bewalled’:that three m:Ilion_ "

'I‘mpmos have; becomes.slavegtoshabu,
_saymg “when I_she_ir bram shrmks they

- “Three million: add:cts isno Joke o

me. I can cut: you to pieces a thousand

tithes. Thate:drugs hecause you do. not
feck with-my éountrymen,” he'said,
Dutertealso afﬁl‘med thathe works

] ani 4 worker of gover. nment, The -

military and the police are workers of

the: govemment and. we work for the

L people,” he said.

#] give you my solemn pmmlse

“Hindi talaga ako.papayag na toaski -
“sinong - maski pumasok silang fahat; -

st inyo, pfipataym ko talaga kayo,”
he added. :
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_'lhzm. Mareos place, &
':Sultanate of Sul
i . The 'youngerAquino wa
; rfby the: Saltanate. of conn in
' : --Ma.layma and abandonmg |

‘Ninoy offered to vork -
for the dropping of the
Philippine: claim over
Sabah in exchange for
Malaysian support of .
the move to oust Marcos

From page 1

He sald Hermes Dmado,
former national tervitory diviston
héad of the Department of
Forelgn Affairs, said during -
the forum that Aquine.met with- -
then Malaysian Prime. Minister
Mohammad Mahatliiv, who is also

now the inéumbent leader ‘after eyeing the presidency
& successful peilmcal comaback. that time, His exposé
: . on the massacre
Secrat alliance . ' prompted Malaysia
The discussion with Malaysia to initiate counter
allegedly happened shortly actions. againsty
before Ninoy went back to the Marcos by ‘agltating
Philippines and was assassinated young Mushm activists %
on 21 Angust 1083, hé.said, in Mamlato rebel- agamst
“There was a commitment to the governmmeént, -
help oust Maicos and.if Aquino '
gssumes power, the claim on Ubiq_uituus‘ Malaysia
Sabah will be: dwpped » Idjnam o - Among' the. activists ‘at -
: saul X that time was Nur Misuar
v who, with the help of
Aquino met “’lth the“ A Malaysia, founded the
Malaysian Prime Mlmster o More National Liberatioi
Mohammad Mahathir B Front (MNLF) which
Bhol'ﬂy befﬂre Nllloy WeIlt ' Seaks' to ereate an
back to the Philippines and independent state S
was assassmated. o 24 to secede from the SN

Philippines.




B :.Gongress he sald

_hands dowu,” qudo-a od 0
Tdjiirani ‘said: the: amended .
-Baselmes Law apploved inMarch: -
2000 resulted in the exclusion
. 0f Sabah. fiom, the Pluhppme:-'“g
tarutory '
.+ He added the amended aw
removed Section 2-of the 1008 .
Taw that inclitded the phr.ase, LA
the territory of Sabakh, sttuated_
inNorth -Berneo, over which -
the Republic: of the: Philippines
hag acqulred dommion and :
soveleignty Moo

“Remoml of;-the ‘speciflc :
‘yefoerence to Sabah: represented -
a disastrous: outcome to-the
‘claims of the sultauate of. Sulu,”
Dmado said, -

“The: Sultanate had late]y Iost,;:
w-‘the ‘annial compensatlon from
,}iij\t[aléysm of: P75, 00 T :
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. 3 others hurt in
clash with Abu Sayyaf

BY \I'IG'IOR REYES

while thtee others: wete

a firefight with Abu Sayyaf. fnem- -

bets linked to the Janvary 27 twin
- bombings at a church inJolo, Sulu,
The ehcountered Abu $a

grop is under'Hatib Hajan Saw-
adjaan, said Col, Gerry Besana,
spokesman of the military’s Wcst-_ :
. Sayyaf my
18 soldiers nd 13 Abu Sayyaf

ern Mindanao Command.::”
Sawadjaanis taggc' termi
of the suicide attack-at ‘ie- Our

Lady of Mt Carmel Cathedial;

which killed 23 persons and injured
over a hundred others,

Officials have said the impro-
vised bombs used in the attack
were detonated by an Indonesian
couple associaced with the gioup

of Sawadjaan, who has reportedly -
taken over as leader of Islamic

of State of Iraq and Syua in the
I’hlhpplnes

Besana said troops from the elite
6th Special Forces Battalion of the
Army clashicd with:about 30" Abu
Sayyaf members at around 11:30

1, in Barangay Igasan in Patlkul
wa, foiiaround 20 minutes.

1, 4iid wounding of

micmbers.
Besana: said. mmal mformatlon

indicated there were casualties.on -
the side of the Abu Sayyaf during

yesterday’s encountet.
- “The. nutnber (of casualties) is
still undetermined. Our troops

are still scouring the area,” he said.,

Wcsmmc_om «chief Lt. Gen.
Arnel déla Vega said pursuit opera-
tions were ongmn%’;ls of yestexday

- afternoon,

“Ground units are also pre-

positioned. to deliver fire suppott

and block withdrawal rountes of the
militants,” he said,

A2

' Yesterdays encounter’ was the |
second: major-clash ‘bétween. the
A.-mlhtary and: Sawadjaans group‘ .
“since the Jolo bombings. " '
1e first-was ofl February 2,
ring elite Scout Rangersol- .
“diers; also: in Patikul town. The
firefight resultedin the death
of five soldiérs and. three' Abu
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“ karaany makasa upa
ang mga -bandidong
- Abl Sayyal Group

"-,Besana tagapags
“lita ng AFP Western

Sundalo patay sa _b

Isang magitmg ne . AgiPhl
,.-sundalo ang-naghuwis:
ng-buhay habang tatlo. .
pa-sa tropang. gobyer-:;._.
no-ang nasugatan ma- - Ve
< nasa 30- bandido ‘an
--nakasagupa: ng- ‘mg

Jugar. Anig palitan

: ,gASG) sa lalawigan:ng
‘putok: ag tumagaling

ulu nitong. Huwebes. -
Ayonkay Col:Getry:. -minuto _
nagsitakas ang-grupe:.

Mindanao Command
dakong: alas-11:30 ng.
-umaga: nang-makasa- - .
- gupacng. Bth. Spegial--
-Forces| Baﬁalron SFB0). -

‘b tbit ang- mga sugatan: n
-sa kanilang hanay. -

akan sa Sulu

ar lqang ‘mga‘kasama-
an ang. nasugatanna.
“mabliis:na smugod sa

Slnahl ng. opis ]

“tary oopsare iny ursutt.z
. of the'evading'militarits. |
28” ‘Ground.units are: also

"fire tpport. and: block’
rawal -routes of-
ltants, " pahiayag):

1.Gen, Amels
‘DelaVega; Commander
g AFP Western .Min~

sundalo sa; figsab

ago:mabllis:na
terorista i+

mgaiokal

Ba: nasabing ingi=:

.dente Ay nasawi.-ang :-‘danao Goemmand. (Jayf

isang sundale-ha- . Carilos). £
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o 11‘2111‘:1[’1011 fmm
pinbus. Reg,mn i Mus im  diale
/‘Mindanao to-the incoming
- Bangsamoroe: Autonomous
'Regron M u_s]un Mmdanao
o BARMM, 0 :
.. Senior govel_ -
L c1als said preparatio;
! underway-for next weel
- gymlolic laynehin
inMalacafiang. - -
<o “The BTA wil g o
"o operation of BARMM a prod-. ‘ple
Fo A ' an 20 years -of. - pro
_peace talks Bepween. the gove. © .

c Con Thuraday t]?e'clamor of the
ging Murad, Presidential - 45 barangay.chairmien. B
sel Carhto alve7_"~ “Chiistiany barangay ofﬁaals
A i : ity told reporters
- that sentoir MILF officials have
. assured then'of representation’
i the BTA during their. plebi-
e cantipaign sor[:esmﬂua dity. -
- Fuirigay-said -Muslim-and... -
- Chiistian barangay captaingin
¢ Lamitan Ctty' were together in
. campaigning for anaffirtnative’
“vote for the' BOL, resultipg in

- “ernmentand:the Move Islamic a _danao, Lanao del Su1, . the oveiwheliming a‘pprova] of
- Liberation Front, peniding; the- --Sulu and Tawi-Tawi. -~ themeasure. ng i
:ekri ion of 1{5 pmncnrmg set Local ofﬁctals sald commuuf-__ e W1th May n]aymalm ‘



A5

February 2019

The Bangsamoro Autonomous '
Reglon: ‘in. Mushimn Mindanao -

_BARMM) . “will include 63 |,
_ barangays i Cctabato follow-' .
. ing - a. doubie majonty yes

votes inthese areas and: their. -

‘respective - towns:: durmg the

Feh. 6 plebiscite:

. The Commission-on Blec-
tions, sitting as the National
Plebiscite Board —of  Can-

_* yasgers, announced.on Thuts- - |
«day'tha.results of the referen- -
- dumm in seven towns in Cota-’

batoand Lanao del Norte;-
The 63-Cotabato barangays

arc located in. the towns of

i (Dutiguan,: Tapodoc),

aplan, Pebpoluan, Tupigy. .
Kabacan (Butuan,. Nanga-an,
Pedtad; Sanggadong, Sim'
buhay, Simone, Tafped). . .«
‘Mtdsayap (deatulan,
Kadigasan, ‘Kadingllan Kap-
inpilan, Kudarangan, Central -
Labas, Malingao, Mudseng,
Nabalawag, Olandang, Sam-
butawan, Tagal, Tumbras).
Pigkawayan {Lower Ba-

o mm" |

‘ B.'I Tina G.Santos it AL

hayao, . Kitulaan, '
fanarapan; Nas-

p:i_l_awan, Bual_an .
Fort Pikit,: Gii-

. But all the ottier fowns in
the ‘province voted against

- the" mc[_usmn of the six
) cowns :

- “While ' the majouty of
vo_teq tast in-the [six] munici-
palities are in favor of the in-
clusion, the majority of votes
cast in Lanao del Notte is hot .

_in favoriof .. mclusmn [m] the
‘BARMM," the board said.

The: Bangsainoro Qrganic -

' Law was ratified by the Au-

tonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao in the Jan. a1
plebiscite. In the same refer-
enduni, Cotabato City decid-
ed-to join the BARMM. NG




smn of 63 barangay tvﬂlages)" in seven.

towns of North Cotabato in the Bangsam-

oro Autonomous Reglon m Mushm Mm-',
L partoftheBARMM mgetherwuh :

-+ *Cotabato: City aid the provinces: - -
compnsmg ‘the- existing Autono-
- Muslim ‘Mind-
U amely: Basilan, ’
Lanao;del Sur, Magumdanao, Sulu’ -

danao (BARMM)

i Lanao def Norte.

' Commlssmner Al ‘Parrefio,
‘chairman. of the’ BARMM Plebi-
icite Committee, said that while
all six_fowns voted favorably for

their inclusion, "the mayorlty of - *
“towns of Aleosan and Tolonan’

were excluded even if. these vil- _
_ Tages voted favorably: forinclusion, -
* because the majority of voters in -
" the towns to which they belong

‘the votes cast in the pro_vmce ‘of
‘Lanao del Notte, however, is not
in favor of their mclusmn in the
BARMM.," " '

_ The NPBC also proc!almed the

c!uded were the municipali- -
+tles ‘of Baloi, Monai,-Nunungan,
Pantar, Tagilowan and Pangka] all _

mclumn in: the BARMM of 63 out i

‘of 67 barangay in seven munici- - mou
B palmes of North Cotabata. - _
" The four barangay that were_'-
“excluded from the BARMM were"
“Lower Mingandin’ and Pangangan,- o
both in. Aleosan; Galidan in To-

lenan; and Baltican in Pikit,
"Parrefio said the.villages in the

d ded in the

S 'BARMM there should be adouble.
o - of favorable:votes from
o '_'the barangay and the mumcrpahty;
“itbelotigs. ..
. Withithe ofﬁmai proclamatlon, ;
' the 63 barangay in the sevenitowns:

. of North Cotabato will now. form

”

and ’I’awn 'law1

'The'jtist conciuded second pleb- |

iscite; held: Pebruary 6, was solely

. to determine the inlusion of the -

 municipalities of Baloi, Monai,
Nunyngan; Pantar, Taguilowan

- and Pangka:in: Lanao del. Norte
and the 67 barangay in ‘the towis:

of ‘Aleosan,” Carmen, Kabacan,

‘Midsayap, Pikit, Pigkawayan and -

s January 21 was fortheratlﬁcauon'
that for a.

------

first pleb:scxte held on .

of RepubliciAct(RA) 11054 o the

,”Orgamc ‘Law for. the Bangsam- )

oro. Autonomous Region in

‘Muslim Mindanao” by voters of -
the five provinces compiising the

ARMM voting as one, the incly-

sion-of Cotabito Cityand lsabela .

City, and for Basilan province if .
it warited Isabela Cuy 1o be part :

of the BARMM, -

The first plEblSClte rauﬂed RA

11054 after’ garnering majority
- of the votes cast in:the ARMM. -
“The NPBC also proclanmec{f
Cotabato-City totbe part of the.

BARMM, while Isabela’ City

‘was proclalmed niot part of the: '
: BARMM :

- With the ratification of the '

' BARMM, the:ARMM -is techm .
- kally-abolished. - k.;t,

The BARMM'S terrltoual ]uns

' dlcuon covers:the whole ‘ARMM,
. including Cotabaito City and the 63
-barangay in North Cotabato.
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walakang' masamang gmagawa wa kang
~dapat; ikatakot,

(0 _TC) is oo simple, 100" Buteftian,{
‘ h'at_-.- it.’s_ngt ;-diff_igul_t. _tro,_s_ee ;.wh it's:

ROTC railroads:the active'-"_"r
mstruction foi. students tobe subsement,

othe fstate And mstead of fearmgauthor- © el

our case, the ancnent M1 Garand nﬂe

when' the ‘ha mnal defense needs more‘.l
then-and: women in ‘the armed, forces.—"._
Minus the’ euphemlsms ‘this means that
the ROTC is: government’s ‘wayto, tram,-_f
foot soldiers in- arder to make up | forwhat

our: mllltary Jacks, should we' face the -
‘metaphcr of our skewa_ _

eventuality -of ~war, Our’ government

placed heavy fundmg and emphasis on:
the ROTC program in-previous decades as -1

partofa national defense program; | these

days; congressmen. -and the ‘old: guard
harp -on the ROTC chiefly . as'a means to
“instill discipline.”

So, considering that Presu:‘lent Buterte

concedes to pretty. much everythmg that
g by this incident.is how’ many of us are still

- pretty much racists, clueless of the forces
" of globalization, and unaware of ourselves-
".and of the'fact.that-millions of cur fellow -

China wants to do, is brmgmg back the

'ROTC even necessary?. -
- An inconvenienced Chmese national,

Jlale_zhang, 23, threw her “taho” at-PO1 .

William Cristobal, 39, on Saturday, causing
a tidal wave of hate on social media. In
the viral' photo; ‘Cristobal ‘cotild be”seen

standing . firmly, practlcmg “maximum.

‘tolerarice, while Zhang stood in front of
hin- w1th ‘both ‘her: hands on her hips.

,menters of the law and hiold"a: gun' 01_“ m-

China. The: comments have ienged frox_n

the wail and burst through'.'_
“But oneof the: revelatmns offere ] to us

Filipinos work: al_)r_oad Zhang, who has
resided here for six years-as a fashion de-

sign student, likely traveled here to go. to’
-our cheaper higher quahty schoois than -
-thosethéy haveinmainland-China, i

Andasa people too prone to; cyberbully,

Xy

tcl hang have' mtsun- :
ructions'? Was-j

I i:he avernment- 'would gb"t:o the__.?

_ troubleof reviving the ROTC “to Instill dis-
“cipling,” 1 suggest we: mtensrfy as well, or
. - prefer-ihistead, the teaching of literature

and'the humanines The way we: ‘reatted to
Zhang's:case: shows us that what-we lack 1s :

s - critical: t_hinkmg skills. Unfortunately, criti-

‘13 precisely what the ROTC o1

+ - mandatory 'patriotism, ‘hopes: to. erase, .
"’Should Zhang's case continue to ‘snowball
“and’ the "ROTC ‘brand . of  “disciplining’
- pushes through then we'd, he ralsing‘
"fasclsts m no. time . . o

t]

‘DLS Pmeda teaches at Father Saturnmo'

Lirios University, Butuan City. After fin- _

ishing.his undergraduate and: faster’s :

degrees in UP Diliman, He decided to. re-

side in his father's hometown.in Agusan

del Norte. Tweet the author @dlspinada.



EN benla de Lima: remmds me v

hattough Basque heroine,

- Pa ores Abatturi; La Pasionatia;

They ‘may have dlffering ideolo-
- gies but when' it comes:to cour-
. age;. prmcnple, worl ethlc and elo-

* quence, Leilamoré than'qualifies -

“ag our-own La P&‘SIOIJ&I’I&‘, whio

~eried: d_ur_u_lg the Spanish civil ~
_war No Pasaran! They shall not - -ij
jmamfestmg undlscourage- i

ab resolute reslstance

+ & Development) is now: oddly.
. headed by a retired general. The
'_,mi]i_ta'ry_-‘-_is now equal, if not

superior, -te civilian authority,

. ‘Dot the ongmal understanding
‘_ under the - Constltunon, as’ I..

percelve it.

‘it seems the Presxdent contmues o
" feel insecure: But, for hlm not 1o
“worry, in thisland of pﬂrty animals,

we'd rather party; text and selfief

Kodakan, Digong continues to be

fond of the Nazi salute, with the =

dlenched right fist thrust forward,

La Pas:onarla needs our -
SUPpPOT and prayers in‘the fice
.of: seemlngly creeping militari--
' zation, where ‘even‘the DSWD " prim
-(Department ‘of Social Welfare . - _ _
' prudently voiced: support.for

the-regime; she should not be

in a small cage now, but with
us, the dissenters asking' fool-
ish questions, in a wider cage in -
- . 8ive that Hubert was thousands
_of milesaway when the Vizconde. -
,‘Massacre occurred on:June’30, :
* <1991, (Here, Mon Tulfo; Winnie"

which:to roam: Tt has been said

that those who begin the cogrcive

Supenor, at least, it ferms of - elimipation of dissentsoon find

more benefits, whlch all pubhc,_
-servants of course: deserve; to- ac-
‘centuiate the unnecéssary; however. :

“themselves exterminating dis:

senters; the compulsory unifi--
cation of opinion only leadsto -
 ‘the unanimity of the graveyard:
' (Justice Robert Jackson) Takea™
bow, Marfa Ressa, another gutsy

victim Of COBl’ClVE ellmmatlon

- of dissent.
True, Leilaisan addlct, a human '
tights addict, like X7Pepe Dickno:

‘quiet; oreven-
" than 15 eats in ‘jail given the -
“ipervasive: prejudicil: publlcny_
~wethad to_contend with; as his -
'-iongmal temporary lawyer, Lcried -

yang {unllke motoreycles in-the mil-
““lions; it seemis; '

-0, wasted more

from the start that I'd: carry {6 my

Monsod, Teddy Benigno and I

“formed an unlikely barbershop

quartet) Mario Ongkiko (late),
the Webbs first choice as counsel

“but who was then: tied up; and
“Met Custodid; tlreiessly carned_
"~ and soldiered'on -

. 10 & fair and
rlght, conclusion. But, unjust

“detention even for'a second, is .-

like ants)

¥ otit Bigasan; Palaﬁan, Maka—w
ot home 1o'pay my last tespects to

TNk f 10 Aure Satm
1ith Eﬂﬁlosfeﬁﬁ*diéWOIkerChurch

“where he had served. He always

- afte_r the services-as'my late'wife,
“Dulce, ‘and 1, would attend the 6
p.m. daily Mass every charice we
got. May I also-extend my :con-
?‘tfofleﬂcés to:theifamily of iconic -
Arintida Siguion: Reyna, who I'd
: ballroom <dancifg in the Ba-
i“‘h at [titercon, now demolished..
- AfferMass last Stinday, I took -
. two tricycles (the first quit) to go
to Cash'N Cariy to take a cab for
Resorts World, A Danice Instruc-
“tor- (Dl] I had booked texted :
that at 4-p.m, she started wamng
for a bus in-Bacoor, Cavite but
gave up-at six cuz she could not

H bSagulsag A5

'-found the time for small talk =



 MSAGUISAG FROM A4 o

: get a nde That i the transpart,._-. g
) suuatmn today for. commuters,

' about here. :
. For another mstance, la

Lt the Office of th: City Pros-

G ecutor in; Paranaque at I; 30 p- m.

, inEspafia, etc. When | got there,

- wastold thatthe arbiter’ ncernedj ]

. hiad béen taken ill..

¢ ‘Labor Relatzons'"ommlssmn) on’ ing
¢ Banawg, Quezon City more: than
+ two hours later. Viip, thesituation .
1 today,. gndlock inNagtahan,. same'

eges 'and‘spemal treatmem and
r=them to stay ahve

" Traffic sicKens, a fave excuse . th
< of my tardy students, Whlch may ;- L

; even-be occasionally true.

¢ -Léi-La-Pasionaria has a lot . *F
¢ to gripe about, along with mil- - ‘cent:4

rlions of commiiters, wasting/ - country
“honor fake war hero Marcos and

his phony. guenlla unit, Schol- |

" _arship-should conclusively es- -
“tablish. first beyond' cavil that
‘Mahaglika does not it fact’ stand
fora:giant phallugi

< spending a ‘Guarter or more of

+ ‘their daily lives traveling, ‘Metro

¥ Manila might soon ‘stand:still.
+ Does Malacafiang care? It seems

0 agree that traffic is like the -

- weather, per Mark Twain, ev-

<-eryone talks about it but does .
, littlé or nothing sa bansang,

. matiisin-aside from admlmstra-
tion bragging. - -

- As'Ninoy Aquino would e~

. peatedly intone, better to die on

: one'sfeet, than live in shame on

bended knees. Invariousforms it

is attributed to Benito Juarez and

; Emiliano Zapata of Mexico and

: Spain'’s La_'Pasionaria,}_-Who said:

. " Antes morir de pie que vivir de

rodillas.” Their preference to die

proudly on one’s feet to livingin

. shame on bended knees, myown

- embioidered recasting.

lei-La Pasionaria’s dispatch

from Crame last Saturday, on

the ordeal of Col; Ferdinand

Marcelino, said she was glad -

 that he had “found the courage

2o,

pn, renammg our -
fter Maharlika, to

Is: Dlgong serioas about rériam:
ing our cotintry? Can the: Pmoy

live up to its supposed meaning .
. and rise to the.occasion? As may

be seen'in UP's annual Oblation
run? Dowe need reminding that

Macoy was a fake hero whose
“supposed exploits were made out.

of whole:cloth?

‘North'and South’ Amefica do
not seem-to mind - having been
named after Italian Amerigo
Vespucci. But, given theteported -

P99-billion pork of lawmak-
“ets, why niot rename our whole

arch;peiago as the Babuyan
Tslands? Ladrones Islands is

spoken for {now Marianas), And
“we cah réname LMB as Libingan

ng Isang Mandarambong at Bet-

 dugo, at mga Bayani (LIMBB). -




g

o

URRENTLY in’ town makmg

jthe rounds: of univérsities -

" is. James Scott, the author of

' -'-.Rampage' MacArthur, Yamashita'
and the Battle of. ‘Manifa; a book
' that was launched late last year

1n the US. o
The BattIe of Mamla took place

in‘February 1945, 74 years ago. Its"
. details are some of the most pain:

ful war records-of modern times.

'mentally and psychelogically,

even if not physncally But many

. wete physically obliterated, caus-
ing.an estimated 100,000 cmhan_ _
deaths; and about 18,000 com-
" ‘bined military deaths, Materlally,
it destroyed Manila, a city witha
~historic past as-a trading center,
a.pioneer of 20th-centuty mo-
dernity, a gracious tropical urban
drea, a thrwmg cultural ‘capital.
'This city: never ‘came back whoie '
in the same way. -

Any war isso destructlve, mosﬂy

of the spirit. Values, morals, tra-
(ditional civilized rituals break up-
under the pressure of suffering -
‘and death. Social Darwinism wins

under the circumstances of war-as
survival will be the endgame us-

ing whatever it takes.- There will

be heroes and heroic actions but
Jhuman nature cannot prodiice
them overwheimmgly against the
battle for survival where there are
-no-heroes.

- Therehave been many accounts '

February 2019

" homer was the terni "liberatlon
whichthe true facts beliedbecause:
itibrought unspeakable tragedy}.
. “It-caused a morbid wave of mas- Somecanbe suchafitany of man's
_ 'saCrey; rapes; starvation; torture so

- ‘extensive and so difﬁcult to.com- .
‘prehend that it continues to haunt
“present-day readers. Whoever -

- The traumao

o mhumamty to ‘man’ that few can .
" take it ity or become desensitized
" as matter of self:defense; Most~
areeyewnness accountsbypeople -~
-survived was permanentlyscarred‘_ " on the ground who saw, who
. suffered, and who were able to -

“ recount. The ﬁrst accoums taken

right after were the ones used for

the m:htary trial of the. defeated.
‘enemy led by General Yamashlta -
* But the major part of the narra- ‘

tives came decades latér when the

“survivors who had repressed their
" dreadful memoties became stiong
_ enough to Teyisit- them and put
‘them in wntmg B '

James Scott’s: book is more com— .
turied’ against them. |

prehenswe, iaymg the. groundwork
for what was the final: chapter of
World War 2 in the Phlllppmes
it uses a lot of mllltary sotirces,

- mariy news and personal accounts -

of jourrialists who were: present,
or ‘who_had longtime .observers
of the war clouds that had been.

" building up in Europe and Asia.
It sketches the personalities who
directed the war — MacArthur,

" Roosevelt; the American generals

like' Krueger, Eichelberger, the

" Japanese protagonists Yamashita,
Tojo. Okucho, Muto, Twabachi. It

7o

g cruelty and mhumamty.

. The concentration, camp 1 that :
‘was: Santo Tomas, the umversny
‘in Manila founded in 1611, is:de-
“taited. Aimost 4,000 citizens from

es._,th_e : p_e_r_sonal

the Allied counties were incarcer-

ated for close to fouryears. Condi-

tions steadily detenorated from.

" an. oiganized piison community
.. allowed to have sispplies brought
in by friends, famiily or help, with
arschool for chﬂdren, housing,
and. samtanon facilities, all to the
ctedit of the -prisoniers, to days of -
starvation; sickness, ‘scarcity of
_“medical care, daily deaths, to the -

credit of the jailers when the tide

- Methodical kilhngand burhing

. were thelot of the rest of Manila, _
It started north of the Pagig River -

and, reached. its’ bloody climax
south. of the river, In-the annals

of war crimes, the massacres in
§t. Paul, De La Salle; Sangalong,
' Imramuros, [‘ort Santiago-are ]ust

a few of many.

‘Why did this happen? When :

the Japanese invasion came in
1941, MacArthur declared Ma-

nila an Open City, so reluctantly

but peacefully it stood by as the

f "sui'vi'vb:ré- rthl--w_ere -

:(The Phxhppme Sed; Mldway) :
- and then in Leyte'when it tried to
- ‘malkeastindtopreventthe return
 «of American- forces, ‘must’ ‘have
. “broughtito the fore their beliefthat -
“to'stiitender was dishonorable. So,
‘while orders were to destroy sup- .
plies and: ‘bridges: and then with-
. draw outside to thie forcesin the -
7 miountains; contrary orders_came
ordering. the killing of civilians

concentrated. in: large buildings

to be set on fire with-gasoline (to -

save on: ammumtxon) That might
explain the use of bayonets much

more thanbullets {to be usedionty

for those who tried to flee): Also, it

was very clear from the last orders

. that they: had no exn plan, .

Rampage ends: with the cap-

- ture and trial of Yamashlta, the
~ mayhem that took over Manila

i.e,looting, Tawlessness, homeless-
ness, heggars, the seriously sick,

orphans, followed by prostitution,

a general declinein civility, moral-
ity; humamty Not everyone was

 guilty of the latter but many.were.

The gracious city was no more.

This is.a hige book. §cott_ has.
-used many primary-sources, has

gone over contemporary News

acéounts, personal diaries; togs, -

photo archives, battle reports, :
court.records, cables, letters, It is

-of Manila,.

a:definitive accoun; of the Battle
- Some: of us do nof want to re-

" member it; some of us are obliged

to. The Test must know it hap-
pened the wayitdid. ..



§ proposal to lower consumer elecmcnty bills )
inyeats now seems: all but certain to become la

| thé next few weeks, . :
‘The “Murang, I(wyente [affordable eIectuaty} Act”

L3

5b1]l as well as mlssmnary fund: charges,
- that subsidizes reewable energy. -
As it stands now, both SB 924 and a counterpatt verswn

- from the House of Representatives have beenpassed by their..
_respective plenanes, and are awaiting action by a blcameral aE
conference committee to produce 4 single:compromise ver-

sion to'be forwarded to President Rodrigo' Duterte for his

, House vetsion ‘sets aside PIZG bl]hon from the fund

Senate Economic Affa:rs Commlttee Chairman’ Sen :
Sherwm Gatchahan told the media earher this week he was.

ant:apatmg that the blca_meral comnimittee would be able to

r tackle the two. Versmns, ,f the Murangf(myente measure "in-

'May 19 electlons, but Gatchahan sazd leglslators are usmg '

the fime to.complete some committee work.. . -

The Murang Kitryente Act offers: some sxgnlﬁcant rehef
to two significant problems, the first and most obvious:of
which’is the high cost of electru:lty borne by consumersand

‘was

: ﬁrst proposed by Sen. RalphRecto in July.of Iast year: with. [
his. filing of Senate-Bill:924. The bill sought to use the .||
'Malampaya Fund, the pool of government royalties: from:
the Malampaya gas field off Palawan, 10 cover the'so-called || 3

“tiiversal charges” that appear on'every conisumer'selectric e
‘and the feed 1n tanff s

. unﬁl 0¥

ki
- Diverting the 4! .
signature, The main dlfference between the two measuresis | . .. g the funds insicad toalimitednumber oflme Htens g
thatthe Senaté version proposes to use theentire Malampaya . ,
‘Fund, which currently totals about P207 billion, whlle the I

a5 been -prone to waste and ‘misuse. The:

* fake nongovernmental oiganizationsas partofthe infamoiss “pork
berel” scandal'are currendy:the sitbject of Tumerous 1nd1ctments
ed downby the Office of the Ombudsman. -~

* oriconsumers’ electric bllls isa transparent and easily: manage-

« | "energy-related” infent. Moteimportantly than that, it
‘Isawayforneatly. every Flllpmo householdand business totan-

" giblyberefit fromthe counuy’s own limjted natural resouitces,

This i obvmusly much more appeahng than the present sad

-_arcumstances of bemg compelled to pay the penalty for past ‘
: govemrnents ‘mismanagement of electricity supply. Ay

.- Qursenators and congressional represeritatives should be
glven. crecht for. shepherdmg the Miirang Kutyente Act this:
far. We urge them fo take the final step tosenid it to President
-‘Rodugo Duterte for hlS approval as qu1ckly as poss1ble L

L SN % B,

l ene_ﬁt of the Mumug !(wyenteAct is: lhat it wﬂl ‘
'tly improve the productivity of the Malampaya Funi whxch _

bt instead, has beers tised for a vanety of nbn-‘ '
_ d expenditures, Suchias disaster rélief, tice suifficiency -
. pregtan_rls an the ArmedTorces of the Pht!lppmes modernization
_ . The use of the Malampaya accounts hasbeen Hiounded
- by controversy foryearsy about P900 million allegedly diverted to

ether money,andisin keepingwith theFund's



to be: e]usive m Morolandm if .

. there are.ill- -advised _lead_ens : ¢

- who make’ decisions: withont ~§ -

- really knowing the- mtrwacles '

" of the Muslim-problem. -

Documents obtained by one . X -
of our reporters show: that 2]
"no. less than former President. §
"Benigno Aquino III actually }
rejected. # resolution from b
the Organization of Islamic .
.Cooperation:(0IC)to syncm onize the
peace-agreements of the gﬁvemment
with' the Moro National Tiiberation
Front (MNLF) and the M{u'o ]stamlc -
leeratlon Firont :(MILF). - e
“The 0IC, whlch has: 67~ membels, .

AT "o whmh ‘are Mustim mmomy
countries with a collective popiilation :
of L6 billion, brokered the 1990 final

" peace accmd between the Philippine -
government and: the MNLF during the .

" time of President Fidel Ramos. Malaysia, '_
on the other hand, brokered the MILF
peace agleement

" The '0I1G. proposed that the
C 'mprehensive Agreemen{; of
1_;Bangsamom be-tied to the
_j‘-MNLF peace’ agiéeient -4
but, -instead of heeding
_ :.the OIC ‘resolution, the
| ‘governinent panel, probably
- on-orders of Aquinoe, issued
A 1equest to put closur
“to ‘the’ h‘zpamte review
r-'-of the 1996 peace acdord;

Ina s‘trong_ly—worded'

6 ' explanatory note dated.
The OIC . 21 March 2013, requesting
claimed... - .closure .of tripartite. talks:

that the peace for the review of 1996 peace :
aceord-with. . gecord, Aquine, through-his. -

- the MILF was peace panel, practically
‘@ betragal - told the OIC to disregard .
of the 1996 - . the MNLF and its feader Nux
'ﬂn_al.peace ©-Misuari as-they no longer
agreement . represent the Bangsamoro.
because it People in the Philippines.
deals with the  The note also pointed out
._samg_:pgopte ~ the 1996 peace accord. was.
and M?’itﬂl‘y already being implemented

and that the 0IC shou]d have
nothmg to do anymore with the MNLF 4s it is
already an internal issue of the country.
“The only logxcal and: practical step is to
end the tupartlte rewew process,” Aqumo 8

- note said..

The. OIC, in a 1esolutmn du;mg the

. fme1gn ministers. meeting. in Conakry,
Africa has approved a resolution calling
for the vesumption of the -tripartite
talks between the government,
MNLF and the OIC to discuss the
final implementation of the peace
agreement signed in 2014, X
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the p;cture wa
s tantamount,
grave 1nJustlce | oop!
. who'have. been; histmically, wagmg a
decades-leng'struggle‘for self 1denl;1ty '
Favmmg one: R o
group to’ the
detriment-of the
others’ Pra - Lold .
the very purpose: OIC to disregard , .
* of the BOL which “the MNLF and its
s to umfy all the’ deader Nur Misuari
. stakeholdels and «sthey no touger' :
give thein a chance' representthe ' |
to-establish self-rule. Bangsemoro People
Tty like in thePhahppines
stokmg the fire of .
- animosity- between the MNLF and the
MILF .
~The OIC has played a2 key” mle in
persuading the MNLF to talk peace as.
early as 1976 under the Marcos regime,
Bemg the:first, Mushm rebel movement
in the Ph:hppmes, the MNLF had a
. head start-in getting 01¢ legitimacey;
. the MILF was always consuiered & pom
cousin — until now.- . i
Is it farfetched then te suspect that

when Misuari’s loyalists-occupied villages -

in- Zamboanga City on September 2013 it
was staged to spite the-poor cousin?
Rommel Banlagi; executive director ‘of
the Philippine Institute for Peace, Violence
and Terrerism Research said the
. Za.mboanga attack was meant 1o
sabotage the peace talks then
“between the Aqiting,, vemmenﬁ
and the MILE, &
A “Misuan s motwe is to
_-convey a message... (that)
-.the signing of the peace
agreement bstween the
government and the MILF
will no longer guaraniee
the end of war,” Banlaoi
said.




Nagpapastiotang opis-

.__Sm.u-s_mo ang -'S.}ak  pA ang 7. Ko l g sumasapi -~ karamihan
riipade ialily sho [ el Hiaeng pinahintilutan at nais'mag-training. -
' ung Ibahk angROTC IR ayonng SandatahangfLaka'sgna‘iballk‘ang
“NASAkonstitusyon na tungkulin ng estado na ipag- -t a.mga estudyante sa Grades 11.at 12, o'high.
tanggol ang kasarinlan. at kaayusan.ng bansa.: Halim- ok Hindi ‘'yon apekiibo..Labag sabatas atinternational
bawa, laban sa-manlulupig, o kentra-ktiminalidad, at. : masamiltary resetves angmga menor-
. kapag may sakuna; Kaya maaaring saplitang pagsilbinah. - de-ed an ang-mga nasa kelehiyonaedad-18.at’
-ang imga: mamamayan. sa- Sandatahang Lakas. lsang - mMas in e S R :
" paraan-dito ay ang pagsasanay sa mga nasa kolehiyo |
gaserblsyo militar, at paghahandang mamuno:ga pama-. b
magitan ng ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corps). - | | @Xen
- Dati ay-obligado ang fahat ng lalaki sa first'at second- - _ FSON) sability ay »-hinal-man
year collage ha mag-ROTC. Merong exemptions -- sa . sila isama sa martsa ay. tuturuanpa tin sila ng mya ang:
mga may hika, kapansanan, at flat-footed. -- pero 'yon . (Sundan sapahina 5y 4

ukala, supaitado ngayon ni'SpeékékA:rrcjié, :
ang, ROTC safirst at secord-year col-

“ kop’ na trabahong. mili- " E’afﬂ@'." . Jahat nig: nag- -
. far; halimbawa, commu- “kolehiyo ay maaaring
“‘nications, -coding;-sig-  ipatawag kung mayman--
“hals, atbp: Sar gan'ung lilupig, gulo, 0 sakuna. -
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Soldier die, 3 others hurt as troops ASG
clash in Sulu

By Teofilo Garcia, Jr

ZAMBOANGA CITY -- Troops have clashed anew with Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) bandits in
Sulu province on Thursday, resulting in the death of a soldier and the wounding of three

others.

Lt. Gen. Arnel Dela Vega, Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) chzef said the
firefight broke out around 11:30 a.m. in Barangay lgasan, Patikul, Sulu, when the troops
chanced upon a group of ASG bandits while on combat operation.

Dela Vega said the firefight lasted for about 20 minutes, after which the ASG bandits
withdrew to different directions.

“As we speak, military troops are in pursuit of the evading militants. Ground units are also
prepositioned to deliver fire support and block withdrawal routes of the militants,” dela Vega.

said on Thursday afternoon.

The identities of the slain and three injured soldiers were not made known, except that they
belong to the Army’s 6th Special Forces Battalion.

Dela Vega said that the troops managed to extract the wounded soldiers from the area and
transported them to Kuta Heneral Teodulfo Bautista Hospital in Barangay Bus-bus, Jolo,

Sulu.

He said immediate assistance will be provided to the families of the dead and wounded
soldiers.

“Our tactical and inteliigence operations targeting the neutralization of the militants and the
penetration of the enemy’s strategic strongholds will be bolstered,” the Army official added.

“We will relentlessly pursue Abu Sayyaf fighters, weaken their will to fight, and crush
groups propagating terrorism in Mindanao,” he said. (PNA)
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Westmincom comr}landers told to 'stay focused' vs.

terrorists

ZAMBOANGA CITY -- The head of the Joint Task Forces and component units of the
Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) have been ordered to “remain focused” as
the campaign against terrorist elements in its area of operation continues.

This was the directive of Lt. Gen. Arnel dela Vega, Westmincom chief, to the unit
commanders during the command conference on Tuesday in Camp Navarro, this city,
according to Col. Gerry Besana, Westmincom information officer.

“Ale should remain focused on the task at hand. We should act promptly and decisively for
any action that we intend to do and sustain the momentum,” Besana said Thursday,

quoting dela Vega's directive.

Woestmincom's areas of operation are in the Western and Central Mindanao regions.

“We have the momentum as far as our campaign is concerned. It only goes to show that
we are focused on our mandate, in as far as our focused military operation is concerned,
and that would not have been possible if you did not heed my calling that all our focused
military operations will be intefligence operations-based,” dela Vega added.

Besana said dela VVega toid the joint task forces to enhance “information operations efforts”
to maximize their accomplishments. _

“The respective services headquarters and brigades, in particular, have been very
generous in extending to us all the funds and the logistics support. So | would enjoin
everyone to be prudent and judicious in the utilization of our resources,” dela Vega was

quoted to have told the unit commanders.

Those who attended the command conference included Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, Joint
Task Force (JTF) Central commander; Rear Adm. Rene Medina, Naval Forces Western
Mindanao commander; Brig. Gen. Roberto Ancan, JTF ZamPelLan (Zamboanga Peninsula
and Lanao provinces) commander; and, Col. Fernando Reyeg, JTF Basilan

commander. (PNA)
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Area security up for candidates
threatened by rebels

ILOILO CITY - The Armed Farces of the Philippines (AFP) will provide an area security in the places of
engagement of politicians who received threats from rebels. ' : :

Lt. Col. Sisenando Magbalot Jr., commanding officer of the army's 6118, said in an interview on
Wednesday that three candidates have received extortion lefters from the Communist Party of the

Philippines-New People's Army (CPP-NPA).

“This is not a new issue. Every time elections come, we receive news about the extortion activities
of the rebels. The information that they are being extorted reaches us,” Magbalot said, as he
presented a copy of the letter to the local media.

Magbalot added they are deploying their troops to the areas where there are reports of extortion by
the CPP-NPA. '

“We are not providing security to anybody. That's the PNP's (Philippine National Police) job. We just
continue on deploying our troops,” he added.

He said they assume that the CPP-NPA's ultimate goal is to threaten the candidates for them to
give in.

Also, apart from extortion letters, some candidates were even summoned by the rebels in the
mountains for a negotiation. '

“We heard about news of politicians going to the mountains to do some negotiation. They have
meeting places and we have identified some meeting places. We put the presence of our army for
them to look for another place,” the commander said.

Candidates found to be negotiating with the rebels will be met with appropriate sanctions.

“The DILG (Department of the Interior and Local Government) and the President (Rodrigo Duterte)
himself said he will not tolerate politicians who support NPAs. So eventually we will validate these
reports. We are actually required by the national headquarters to submit names,” he said.

Attéched to the extortion letter are documents and photos to prove the legitimacy of the rebel group.

The AFP also identified five candidates surrounded by inactive members of the CPP-NPA but
refused to name them.

"They can still use these lie-lowed members and they can use the contacts of these members,” he
said.

The amount being extorted from the candidates are not fixed and may vary depending on the rebel
commander's will.

The United States and the European Union have declared the CPP-NPA as a terrorist group. (PNA}
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