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. By SHEILA CRISOSTOMO

apd g

Mure senatonal asplrants have received Warning from the Com-
mission on Elections (Comelec) suppusedly for usmg unlawful

campaign ma(eria}s

.. In her Twitter account @C0m~
mrguanzon, Comelec Commissioner
Rowena Guanzon said six moré

© names were added to the original
 list of 34 senatorial candidates with
illegal posters and campaign materi-

‘campaign. materials wete Fredd1e

-Aguilar, Ibrahim Albani, Gary Ale-
“jano, Richard Alfajora, Raffy Alunab,
Sonny Arnigara, Bam Aquino, Ernesto”

Arellano, Marceling Arias, Bernard
Adstria, Nancy Binay, Edmundo
Casiilo, Pia Cayetano, Glenn Chong,

Neri Colmenares; Chel Diokno, JV -1

Ejercito, Jinggoy Estrada, Larr y Ga-
don and Conrado Genereso, © -

»

The others were Florin Hilbay,

als There are 62 rulinin 2 f(n senafm
in the May elections. -

“Thirty-four plus six senatorial
candidajes have illegal poisters, as of
yesterday,” she gaid.

- Ordered to remove their unkawful

Lebnrlo Jangao, odolfo Javellana,
Lito Lapid, Romy Macalintdl, Emily
Mallilliv, Faisal- Mmgonda’to, Zajid
Mangudadatu, Sormy Matula, Lu-
ther Meniang; Allan Montafto, Willle
Ong, Serge Osmefia, Koko Pimentel,
Grace Poe, Danilo Roleda, Lorenzo
Iafiada, Francis Tolentine, Antonio
Valdes and Cynthia Villar. '
-Macalintal earlier questioned
Yurn to Page 2



nwhiere Comelec got informa-
~tion-of any. viplalion commit-
ted in' relation to posting of.
propaganda campaign mate-’
dals” LT
#As early us Feb.11, Lhave
“already. advised all my sup-.
~porters thru my-fadio inter-
. yiews that'if-they have posted
-any propaganda materials for.
fe if any area ot atllowed by .
- {aw to please rernove the same
immediately on or before fieb.
11, he maintained: ~ -
CAtTaforum,
‘spokesman James Jimenez
said candidates found violat-
ing the campaign rules would
be given the chance to comply.
“ #\We are just informing them
- of pur guidelines and are giv-:
ing them warnings to comply.

Coﬁielec’*‘

- Sen: 'Aqu‘ii_iho FPimentel I

Tgrnment agencies ah;%gg.u

2

sclioofs not to invite ¢4

in the May 13 polls to be theil” eeking reele ,
5O DEMET . had been abiding by the Com-

guest spekers. .0
“If it's private, that's OK.

But for those in’ government,.
-y advice 15 10 avoid it. While,

thete i§ no prohibition on that

act specifically, we need to

avoid appearance of impropri-
ety hesaid. - - -'

Himenez
can didates as guest speakers

faces are p!qstefed all over the-

.gaid he was surprised by the ~country arc not in ‘the list,”
inclusion of his name in the list. - x :
* of alleged violators.
1 have very few. posters.
i.Hence, (that's) most unlikely,”

[4

Piinerite] told reporters. 1
. He asked -the Comelec to.

“feveal where those illegal post= . 't
. ers were 50 they can be verified:

~and removed.”

“ Herice, we have not memorized 'z

. all locations of posters they *.

have put ugh.., Comelecshould

tell 1is where,” Pimentel said;

- ‘Offensive’

Sen. Nancy Binay said she
was stirprised and offended by -
the report of the Comelec.

" #] find it very offensive that
I'm being tagged as a violator
{of) campaign materials, Why's -
‘that? When candidates whose

i\ have many supporters, .

i campaign

Binay said..

it ind the Cormelec’s list

highly questionable. In fact,
1 have no farpaulins; 1 only
‘Hiaye one billboard—and 1've
notsordered one--hut I

! \& one whio.pu

She said she platisto

- Bhesaid: r_ﬁguest '
‘Guianzon o conduct a fu 1 i
formation drive-with regard to-.

“do's and don’ts.”
The Comelec, she said, should

come up with a list/directory

of designated common-poster

areas in every batangay, mu--

S

noted that having -

«llegal p
malerials.

6 you were todOrEYoL
! .members to listen 16
hieone speak 'andbe'poli% r

neluded in the Conle]

f campaign poster violh::
8enigd violating any clec-

AN ‘E.'-'; 4. )
* Sen, Sonny; X;ﬁég f;}‘.who is
tion, stressed he

elec’s campaign rules.
- “Welve b mplyif
“We've been complying on

' canpaign posters but unscru-

pulous people’ also put them
up,” Angarasaid.

. Sen. }ose%h Victor 'F‘,jerci.io

also said he has instructed his
staff to strictly follow Comelec
rules, . o

nicipality, and city as reference

‘and guidé for political parties,

candidates and their supporters,
Legal Network for Truthful

‘Blections executive director

Rona Caritos, meanwhile,

“lauded the Comelec fo1.-its
" aggressive” action against

posters and tainpaign

“We are hap_py ovex_;t}ée:.ﬁlb.-

ag’ . active accountability mecha-
peal i 3 nism of the ‘Comelec... We are

happy with this ‘move ~ due

process s observed and they get
- theside of candidates,” shesaid:

But Comeleg, she stregsed,
should be impattial in-eniforc-
mgrules. ol o

- They should iot be biased.

‘Don't ook at-partylines or

color of the candidates. Oth-
crwise, the credibility of the
Comelec will be affected,” she
added. — With Paolo Roniero
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P;esidant But

was_ already” “to’ilate” -when
they sought his backmg
Estrada, .former Sen. Bong

Revilla and former TV journalist -
]lggy Mamnﬁd_were absent -at

{PDP«Laban) on Thurs- -
the:City of San Iose del

Duterte told’ Teporters

_afterth railyu“Actuallv.,

Spe : ;
admimstranon party "regardmg ‘
them preferred senatorialbets.”: -

e “Withe o without - the en-

two other proadmmi‘:ﬁation
- sénatorial. aspirdnts because it~

sronve‘uuu M AU ::LIO

ays he djd nnt endorsethe candidacies of former Senators Bstrada ‘

n triai and js out_on baiE

‘ ,1ntended to ._show

based oh'my good braick record
‘a8 a:public sérvant, lohg:llst of |
legislative |

;agcomplishments .
and genuine desire to uplift the
‘llveq ofthe masses e ‘

- and Rewlla hecause he had already rinallzed his llst wheu they sought his support,

'strada and Revula _werei

“The President’s act of raising

“am event in Alpay last week was
courtcsy’

-t

3 and to; avOid puttmg theé former

‘senator- ih_an awkward sitja-
-tion, aca&rding to, presidentlal.

_ spokesperson Salvador Panelo,

““prom what I"khow [of] the

" President’s chatacter, he docs

ot embatrass people; espec;ally

~women. ‘As he' explained, it-was

JUSt; colirtesy. to° him," Fanelo

: said dtapress. briefmg on Friday.

Estradm Revﬂla and’ ‘Manicad,

hqwevdr_. are included: in- the
. bloated’ Senate - slate “supported

by Hiygpong ng Pagbabago (HNP),

”

j Estrada’s hand; the standard dis-
--playof endorsing a candidate, at -

jthe reglonal parly established by

the: President’s: daughter, Davao

;Clty ‘MayorSara Duterte..

Mr, Duiterte, national: chair

-of PDP—l aban, said he respected
" HNP’s choice of 13 candidates.

Own preferences
“Por. my patt, [ had my:-own

" preferences;” the President said.

“The problem is that Inday, she's
a politician and I am also. So we
canhot agree on all, especially on

-allof the personalities there.”

A6



"\mentel former présu!"'; ‘
"liticai advlser Franci

'fdela Résa. Magulndanao Rép.
Za]icl Mangudadatu and former
slstant to the: Presn

Declsion understandable

_The rulihg party’s guést can-
. didates aré Teelectionist Sena;
rtors - Cynthia .~ Villar,. - Sonny
Angara and.}V Bjercito, Tagulg
"Rép. Pla. Cayefano Tldcos Norte

mde) accordmgzt‘ 4
gpeaking to reporters atan
HNP‘ tally in Bagujo City on
Friday, ‘Duterve ‘aid: her. fa:
. ther's declsion on Estrada was
_"understandable )
S My | fathiel is closs’to, many
:people and he has gther candl:
: dates in mind,"she dafd; .
~"“Estrada joined- his half- bro-
g -thcr Rjercito, Mamcad ' Angara,
.Dela Rosa‘and Mangudadatu in
HNP's Baguiv rally\ .

The President’s daughtcr
said HNP was backing Estrada
and. the:others *begause these
are the candidates who will help
this administration, There’s no
doubt about It.” ~WiTH REPORTS
'FROM  VALERIE DAMIAN  AND
“TONETTEOREJAS INQY .
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0 convin(. the -
¥ eated at-

'arangay :
T on rushed hit‘ntothc
. liospital but he clared
“ dead ohoattival.
Valle;osmdtheyre eslvd
" thé National Bureau. of -
vestigation to subject Arceo’s
- paﬂner toa -paratfin test
o '~ReyGalupo

o
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Marine dies while
cleaning firearm

A member of the Philippine Ma- 'sta;rs to check, and attend to.the
Hié ‘died: after he-allegediy shot. ustomers.of their bar,”
imself. while > cleaning/shis: gun 2 * "Afer a-few minuts; she heardl
I Stac Cruz’ Manll: arl( Frida § '

o gd the.

Cpl. Michael Arceo, 26, a resident .ready spraw!ed with blood on ‘the
of Malabon Stregt, Barangay 338, Meor. .
Sta.: Cruz, Manila, He was. rushed - Tayo sought ass;stance from
to University of Santo “Tomas Hos-' their employees-gnd brought the:
pitdl, but he later sticcumbed-to a - victim to the hospital, -
gunshot wound in the chin; .SPC3 Marlon San- Pedro, case
‘ Acc’or'ding' to -Syshimita - Tayo, . - investigator, said that they have to
the viclim's live~in_-partner, she .détermine yet-whether the victim
saw the victim cleamng his gun-on intentmneliy shot hirmself or a. foul
the gecond floor of thelr house, play was involved-in the mudent

Tayo said: that she- went down- -(Erma Edera)

- ;ﬁgﬁlﬂmﬁﬂiﬁ, . G neeres o4 ORI v s DR 0 ] e i,
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~“1rtigPresident said he could o
" érult figw policemen to veplace digmissed
cops who dufy his order against drinking .
. in puilie places. ~-" T
. “No_drlnking for: police in public.
“That’s an’ order. You violate it, Twill
. dismiss you. Hindi-leng suspend. I'l
{ dismiss you,” he #aid during the proc.-

latiaation rally of the _"gtlllcl;ifr_lt:_nl_sv_igratian

- goldiers and vops meet at a'sing-along.
or karaoke bay, if the Avmy keepson.
. singing ‘My- Way' and the snoofy cops '
heckle them for being arrogant; a shoo- -
tout ensues),” he added. T
“Kaya kayo mag-iniman doon, 1wi
‘Koo aa Bahay ninyo (So if you want to
- drink; go home), " he-said. - .
Duteité insisted that he would-not
 tolorato erring vops and instead offer
.- their jobs to other Fitipinos looking for
employment.- ST -
~ “Sobra-sobra ang Pllipino: Marami
diyan naghihintay lang ng opportumty.
Huwég mo akoeng patlisin saiyo: | Pl
‘Bakit ako magliis? Eh'di maghahanap

faity’s senatofial ticket in Bulacan. .
- In-prohibiting cops from: deinking
~ liguorin public, Duterfe explained that
- he warted-to avold incidents where
- unformed personnel get intp a drunken
* . fight and put fives int danger.

‘If thés tops wanted o enjoy a drink-

- ing sessjon, they hetter.go home in-
stead; accortling t6 the President.

- “Minsan Arfny, pulis, rag-abot di-
yan sa sing-along, kavaokehan. Kapag

“jnaabutan nila ang-Army naghakanta
* dyaw nang bitawan, ‘My-way..” Tapos
jto namang mga buang na pulls sup-
“lado. ‘Hoy t*** i** mo kayabang e’
diyan.! Maya-maya barilan na (When

ako (There are mdny Filipinos waiting
for the oppartunily. X won't bear with
you, Why would T suffer? I'd look for
someone else),” hegald,” « ©
Last January, the: President an-
» nouniced. that policemen and soldiers
were no longer allowed todrink in
public:to curd drunken and violent
behavior. .
. Interior and Loeal Government
Secretary Eduardo Adolater cautioned
‘that cops seon drinking in bats and
other public plages could face admin-
istrative raps such as dereliction of
duty, insubordination and gross neglect
of du ' : .

=
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Farmer presgdenﬂql asmstant for 2
:pohhc;a aﬁaus'Fr_ancls Tolentino and !

- foriner: aenator: Bong: Raw[la kicked .
: L foffthe day“long sgitic in Porac, Pam.

'SPFAK[ZR (;lo:m Macapagaf Arroyo patiga at 8 a.m;, and were jofed by :

on- Fraday brought Hugpong Ng Pag- Pampangs’ (nov Lilia Pinedn - and ¢

_ babago (HNP) senatorial candidates- former congtessia Mlkey Alroyo
it her disfrict in Pampanga where they ‘Vice ‘Gov. Dennis Pmeda and other
; reccwe.daspmlud \xelcomc Lo luwl oﬂ‘icmls ' Nexipage ':,

Ny Mar!cel V. Cruz
at :aﬂand and ﬂdécon

K
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1 \specml asslsmnt Chnsmph
; --welcome(i by some 10, 009

Lo HNP Ied by it f'npndcr and.¢h i
- Davao. Ci :._Mayor Sara: Duterte; kic
ot‘f 1ts senatorial campalgn;
' nga:- becatise it is ¥

'Duterte, el “the caravan’ along
the party’s senatorlal bets<:1
.-Senators” Hdgardo : Al

Fjereito, formersenator Jiggoy Bdttida,
fotmer Philippiné National Police: chief " :
“Rotiald® deli- Rosa,~Maguindanap: Rep.:
Zajid. Mangudadatu and former rcportcn

J1 gy Manicad.

: The..mayor :said- they do’ not mtend :
to; }om -the. atumni homegeniing of: the -
as. they had :

M

] itdry Acade
: ully Saturday, in.La Unon

“top nh ’[bam Bangon

. midtérm elections;
eVea]ed on, I*rlday
1.

| 1800

Poe tefnains at thi :Wilh an ovcrall
er . preference of 749 percent for-a
stat;sneal ranking of solo first place.

Presz;lem Rodngo Du rre-by kcd re: -

ori ‘Tuestlay. in’ ; pjde-G
- ‘izlh.‘Sp

wedllhe most i tmber Df votes . " Bstrads, W ofaces plunder aud graft cascs,

e]cdlonist‘

: ¥ Ltﬁe Test 6f Luizon; 4
. the' Top seniatorial candidate in the 2019 -
‘ latesl l’ulsc Asm;._‘

0.5p 0 preference!

cngtor.

oyl mar :
3.0~ perceh oter preferenees,

senatms

B egpecth
) rty DP-LaE)an senamrial
ing. - Pimentel ;

; ormr preferences,

2ih spot with 44.3 percert.
Party’s” former : Senator

llggog Norfe: Gov, lmee Marcos, al

| 412 percent; iariked 7t to. 15th places, .
v foriner, séhator -Bong Revilla, Jr, 402

percerit, ranked §th-te 15th places, and
] gndtur * Paoclo - Benigno

“ Aquino lV, at-38.5° percent ranked 10th

{o-15th places:

“Completing the !ép IS tist were former

senator Sergio Osmefia 11X, 377 percent,
at10th t6:15th places, and form\,r Bineau

- of Gorrections: chief Ronald: Dela Rosa, -

= . 1"36,9 percent, at:11th to 16th places. .
*The Armed Forces of thie Plu!:ppmes has -

* were’ unde(:lded about who ey, would

“Oniy 3.4 percent of the responidents

as senﬂtor, while 1.1 percent
“their ¢

from Jan 26 to
rwcws of 1,800

lipitio adults:n

s covered in" the survoy: have the
llowing error margins at 95% confidence
¢ +6,5% Fot"Metré Manila, +3.5% for
3% for the Vlsayus
:and F4.7% for: Mindanao

t}l

‘Seven-gut of {fie 1 Duterte=endorsed’
. ;senatonal cand:datcs were able.to make

it inn the Top-15.

: Admumtmtmn D ed ~ genatorial

" bets ‘who didn’t niake'it in the list were
“Maguindanao Rejp. Zajid-Mangudadati,

formet - -political  adviser  Francis
Tolgntmo re-electionist = Senator: JV
Ejerclto and fo}k smger Frecld:e Aqllilnr

me.jn’ second with

‘Ma;

L
th.plages. withi. 43,5 voter
Duterles formcr top

with: 418 perccnt :

“preferred |
1.1 percent’ said.
0 vote f‘or nny'_

r matginat the 95% conf" dence levcl .
national estimates for the geographic

Taguig City Rep, Pia Cayctano & and former :
shased the third-to sixth -
‘places with 53.3.



{k _;ir .Panelc agaly defended Dutoite’s.re-
-mark; siylng he. wos only “draimatizing”
thx}ags whet he asked Tatad to-. d" hig
Cwife, s e

: he"'f et :

S neWpap Golugan that. Duterte und \iveni‘

¥ “suucessful“ Kidney. transpla,ht dtthe €
M

ety

3-year-old

] nld ca[um st:"to_:

igurative-speech.”
§ ‘llyperl_mle Thot’s Just

-vm[e at his age’.

: dent; Hyperbulr
- and inakes {1
“iakes _fuit 0

to assess his bealth condition with the dec-
tors ofthe Fuda Cancer Hospli.al i Guang

| zhou, - -

T he Pres:dcnt then smd hc wem !o Ch[na

o be' cirenmicised:

Since tlien; Dutérte has called Tatad
an “idiof” for using bis- columi to redecm
himse){ Trom the negative views about his
tole during Martial Law,

o 'w.' that Tatad.tar-
geted the’ Presndent 8 Qlate of heahh'm his

: colupin. - .
I 2017 he, smd Dulerte travele 0 Chma,'

. In- 1969, the late strongman Ferdmand'

Mgrcos appmmed “I'nfad “as Minister of
Public Information. He gained prominence
when he went on air on Sept. 23, 1972,

_when e anngunced Proclamation. 108] m

which Marcos declaréd martial Jaw.

.
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& Umted Nations body 0[ a stronger !egal fmmev&oxk ;md
institutional mechanisms'to address the matier.
Led by Undersecrelary Severo Caiura ﬂf the

Presidential Human Rights Conumittee, the Philippine

mission is.ir Sarajevo for the United Nations Working
Gmup on Enforced -and Imbllmtary Disappearances,

~On Thursday, the: mission met with the: fiveman
worlcmg group, for 4. series. of. dlaiogur:s v.hich :s the
imtlal step for the delisting process, -

“'The mission slso included oft”icfals from the -
Departments of Foreign Affalrs (DFA), National .

Defonse (DND), Justice (Du.}) and Armed Forces of Lhe
Phllippmes {(AFD), .

*“The delegation, at the same, mme, pxpressed coucern .

over false information subm:t_ted to the working group,
including some cases, which were not supported by
fucts and we:e feported without obtaining the requived
consent from the families of vmums " thc DFA smd

‘ Reds purge to blamc

Brig..Gen. Antonio Parlade, AFP assistunt depuly
chief of stafl for operations, presented formation
indicating that mty of the cases Look place at thie Tteight

of the Interual-purging by the Commmunisl Parly of the

Philiptines and its armed wing; the' New Poople's Army,
¢ During theinitial ieeting; Calura fonna]l} mm'uf for
the delisting of the.625 cases,

. He also gave assurances thaf the gov f,rmnent under
President Dulerte, has put in place a strong legal
framework and instmltmnul mu,hamsm to adivess the
issue. .

! The local delagalmn stressed ihat the process of
clarifying these cases with the UN is. supported by,
and rung, parallel to, domestic’ mechanisms being

implemented by the Do, such as that established by

the Anti-Enforced or Involuntary Disappearance Law of
2012 (Repubhc Act 103n3) aud Acimmlslrdu‘e Order 3b.

B - compensated through RA. 10368 wnere the whereabout\% !
; q:; tfﬂt?y of dlsappeared patSons ‘have been ropaated,‘
L8nd whoere: cases weie élroueous (Eu )llcates ':
" fictitlous , or had bepn desed ! " possibly '
% Both the Phlhppme mission and the UN W
orkin
Giogxp “afreed that the Sarajevo ‘dialogue was. aﬁ ‘

tobxcollont stamug point in:{aking fmw
ard work :
addr‘essfng the issue. o '

The delegation exprebsed conccrn over
false Information submitted to the
worldng group, including some cases
which were not supported by facts.

{ Catura enmphasized botore the UN Werking Group that
these domestic mechanisms jnvolved close cooperation
between the government and the viclims and thelr
families, NGO and civil society organizalions,

i

. Cooperation guarantecd
i He. underscored Lhe government's commitment
to cooperate wilh the UN human rights mechanisis
and affirmed the policy -of the Duteite administration
to tmplement a human approach-to development and
governance. Also emphasized was that the Philippines
had always wolcomed dialogue an the issue of enforeed
or involuniary disappearances.

During its presentation, lawyer Muia Theresa Sindico-
Guillaumme of the DoJ informed the Working Group that
106 of the 625 cases had already been taken up and
related claitms for reparation granted under ihe Human
Rights Victims Recognition and Ilvpd.nmun Act of 2013

(RA 10368).
GuHlaume provided the UN Working Group with

Information on the cases whete perpetrutors had haen
tried and convicted er nequitted; where victines had been
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bets of the Civi

last year.were icleas

- Jligan, Blenvinidg, Amion,
Eddie Tindoy,. Sanny: Malo-
~ bay.and ._{Hi_\sf‘mlto,ﬂigan."i_" :
© Joaduin-Jacintoy ‘Na-
. tional Democratic Front

- gpokesman for Mindanao,

led the turnover .of the

. captives to third party. fa-
cilitators in Ba‘zjarig;gy-san"'

Juan, Sibagat.w - =

- furied gver 1o local govern-

ment and riiifitary officlals in.

Barangay Poblacioh.

' Maj, Gen, Felimon Sants,
. Rastmineom commatider;said-

. José military operations.

at.a military, detachment

ety e
o .

| t fian Armed |
© Auxiliaries kidnapped by:
New People’s Ariy (NPA)- -

~'in Barangay:New Tubigon
alsoin Sibagat:on Dec. 19.
- Two othet:militlamen were
Kidhapped if San:Antonio, |
_ jebels.jn Agusaii.del Noxle - Dofia Remedios Trinidad in
re released on . Agiisan del Norte or Dec.22.
2'soldiers killed
- Bukidnor o soldiers
-weré killed while another wes
‘wourided i an NPA attackin -
Baranjgay Dalwangari Malay-.
bgi_ﬁ{'o‘:i‘Thﬁi‘Sdéy m;lg“,hé.
: he

The identities of the slain

~ goldiers wore witheld pend-
ing notification of their fam-

ily:mei_nl?ers.- o
“The: military said two

‘M16 tifles, two landmines,
‘ammunition and personal

4 The gaptives Werelater belongings wete mcovered .

al the scene;”

7 Malin Mabini, spokes-
- man for th‘é;_NPA—NOr'thgi*n
_Ce:ﬁtral'_Mindahab'RégiOﬁal ;
“ Command, claimed ‘they
. themleasc ofth{;caphves was - took.seven rliig.h—p_ower_,ed-
due to the presstre of relent- -

firéarms from:the soldiers: -
‘Mabint said three of their

The. six militiamen were _ combatants were also kilted
- -among ]2 governmient Hoop--
ors snatched while sleeping

in the tlash. =Ben Serranio,
Edith-Regalado, Gerry Lee
Gorit&']aime.liaud_é \(
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THUE NATION'S LIADING NEWEPAPER

gan BienwiudoA Lamimy
i Ed duy, SannyG Malobay and
N deydnnuumad t!luelease, = X .
‘last Thursday ‘of six-Civilian Armed: - . Sant ald tht, six dbducted CAAS
_:AﬂXJlidly (CAA) who were abiducted. * were reléased by their NPA dbductors -

-alniost two months ago by Commuttist .- ird party: facilitator and
' I to the Arny's 401st

fanicy Dmmon at -

- The eieasa oflhebrx

-'brmgs down to.yiine - I ;
ecial.:Forces ‘Rogiment

“and seven CAAs - the remaining p
;.captlves stlll bemg heid by the Co_ ;‘(Agrbome),‘ at Pulok 12 A Poblacion, :

-conducting theirrécruitment, carryout
attrocities against communities and to |
project a force to reckoned with, will
not affect oureffort'and.commitment

" to prolect our communitics and their
right to live peacefully,” he added,

_ Santos said the relcased CAAs will

; 1oL - be given time to talk with thelr imme- |

" operatioristo rescue the temammg diate families, after which, they will |

-'-3tronpswh()arestﬂlbemgheldand used : undergo normal processing such as

u§ uman shields and pr opaganda su!: - medical check:-up and debriefing,

Two soldiers-and 13 Calgu mem-

_ _ Dbers from New “fubigon Patrol base |

U this, propdganda means of ; in Sibagat, Agusan del Sur were ab-

fm-plesscon o sto gediiil 'ductedhyNPAteuolla.tbonD(,cemlJex
14, 2018 :




: last December9 in Batangay | New

.. fator, ncluding the lnternauona}
. Committee of the Red Cross;and

gents freed six oust of over a dozen
* soldiets and militias they captured

[ southern Philippines, and, at

- the smne tifne, raided -a military

© post and killing two soldiers and -

[ wounding another in the restive
-_‘regmn ‘ '

[ Arimy Lt. Col bera Balagtey,

' spokesman for the Eastetn-Min-

~dando Contmand, said that in a
¢eremony held on Thursday in the-
Innterlands of Barangay San Juany.
. Bayugan City,- Agusan del Sut.
New Pecple’s Army (NPA) rebels

 released militias Jurian Gaviola,

Marson and Hérmito Hligan, Bien® -

vinido Lamion, Eddie Tindoy and

P

" §anny Malobay, but seven othef

- militias and’ two sold:ezs remai
captive in the provmce .

“The:six militiamen were‘ca

tured after their detachmem Wi

. attacked and overlaken by the NPA

’I\Jb:gon, Sibagat-town, - ¥
- ‘Balagtey said the rébels released.
' the militias.to a third party facl

handed them over:to the 401st
Infantry Brigade, also in the town,
“The telease was brought. about
by thé pressure of thie relentless
.military operauons to regce: the
kidiapped troops,” he said.

" Balagtey said despite the release

of the hostages, rescue operation
would still continue in the prov-
ince. He sald Maj, Gen. Felimon
$antos Jr, the regional military

‘¢ominander, ordered the opera-
tton, “As of this time, ouf wniis in" -

' -":?IAM!SOANGA (m' Commumst instir-

Tary action; |

' the area are conunuouslyconduct

ing miliiary operations-to rescue |
the remaining troops who are still

being held ‘and- used as human

shield and ‘propaganda sub]ect by
the NPA, " Balagtey said. -
- “This wag confirmed by Santos,

' .who also branded the release as
tebel propaganda, “We assure out

communities that this will not
affecl otir effort and commitment

'in protecting our people,” he said.

Atebel’ Spokésman Ka'Malem

~Mabini, éaid NPA fighters also.
raided laté Thursday a patrol base

of the tst:Special Forces-Civilian
Active Auxiliary in Da!wangan
Village in Bukldnons Malaybalay
City, and killed two soldiers and -

‘wounded another.

: Mabim said rebel fotces” also
seizegl\'rseven assorted Autoimatic

o ;ofﬁcers ‘of 1[19 Special rorces‘

s0 wouded; The Red armifes
‘seven. different high--
riﬂes from the SOldlch,

! he gaid,

Bniagtey confirmed the fighting
and satd. four rebels were reparl-
edly skain in the clash, He said
about 30 rebels attacked the patrol

- base, sparking a firefight:

He said an 11-man army leain

- was constructing a patrol base in

{he village when rebels assaulted
the soldiers, who fought the at-

- tackers and eventually fled, leaving

behind two automatic rilles and,

- two landminies, AL JACINTO AND .

Y~ - ALEXANDERLOPEZ




‘ feimbe W Paople’s Aty wate forced 10 reloass their hostages
after being nelgnglessly pursUgd by gov fiment soldiers. - - FiLE FHOTO

mititiamen from their station in New

Tobigon, Sibagat, REE L

{ X . The hostages werc used by the

rempining hostage " “sugpects ay shields as they wero Teing

d by the Yebels as.they were aire dy = piitsued by government troopors at the
ing out, of food:supplies and-places  time of the abduetion. ,%/

vietims were téleased -
ali, Bayugan ity i
urid 6 p.m. on Thindday.
-4 December- 2018
abily-armed terrorists ..
rs and 19 goveriumient -

oo werg otding
- abituctet Tast Dg
reloase six oft

Infantry Division, olarified ]
- that the release of hostages 4

was not an act of peace
“-pffering by the rebels;




v By.-Frahciscofuyay_ :

51X govemmcnt auxlimry ‘men_ who'

‘weré taken hostage by torrorist NPA's

~-who taided a.military patrol.base. were -

dreed. after. 75 days of «captivity even

“:as four NPA:rebels and two.army sol- -

- diers weré killed in a rcnewed Aghting
‘preceding a ratd by local: insurgents at
& constriietion site of 8 milktary. dt;tach

_ ment in Bukidnon,

‘manning the Tubigon Patrol Base in
Sibagat, Agusaii del Sur who were

-kidnapped by the NPA rebels during

fo raid-on Decomber 1 last year.

C_ivilian Actwe Augils
, e pait of the 15 government
troops (two soldiersand 13 CAAs)

Maj, Geit. Felimon Santos Jr,, com-

‘maiider. of the Eastern- Mmdanao Com~’

:mand;-said: the NPA captors of the six
‘CAAS wete:forped to feloased theit cap-
:tives in the mldst of exhaustion and on

‘the rui from pursumg secumy forces in

-Cnmga region, "

‘Safitos identified the freed CAAs as
Jurian Gaviota,- Marson [ligan, “Bien-
venido. Lamion.’ Eddie Tindoy, Sanny
Malobay and Hermito ligan, = -

_The civilians volunteers were report-

. edly teleased at-the-vicinity of Barrage

San Juan, Bayugan City, Agusen del Sur
atabout 6:07 p.m. on Valentine’s Day..

Santos said the release was faciiitat-
ed by a third party—the erstwhile hos-
tages subsequently utnéd -over to the
the 4015t Brigade at Purck i2—A Pobla-
cion, Sibagat, Agusan del Sur.-

' ‘tenjorist

Meunwhl le, four N_ew I’eople sAnﬁy
ind W soldiers were killed

{ preceding a raid by’the |
b4t  consiruction site of'a
patrol base at the dutskirts of Malayba-

; !ay Clty, Bukldnon ’l‘hm*sday night.

Rhiyan- Telgado Layig of the -

403 ﬁgmlcaaicﬁap fooi of soldicts was

- cosh
“Nlly, D

s basy 1t In Sitle Geen
wugan, Malaybalay City when

émeSOannedNPAsstrtwkatﬂmn 3

*'Layug Teported that the team of

- afmy troopers, was suiprised and over-
"whelmed by fhe atiacking NPA rebels

resultmg to the deaths of twa soldiers,
However, the soldiers managcd to

retallate against the rebels forcing them

to scamper and flee, dragging with them

theit four dead comrades. .
Layug said tie NPA rebel band hod

admitled ip-a radio commumcatmn in-
‘tercepted by the nnlilary that they in-

deed Jost four men. -
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ang anini
1 Juan, at

_lBaIagtey na isasallallm sa
1 ¢ t])syc]m!oglr.‘a] trcatment ang
1 Byhanng! (’AFGU

Z’ Fer Tabny '
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wfy Partid Demokra- ‘
s | ,ban) on’

'ﬂ LASHES FROM A1

f--luterte

: hanclsco Tatad for bemg dlsre— .
: spect[ulforpubhshmganop!mon 3
‘pieces: which sald- that Duterte.

" liad- a kidney, tmnsphm on jan.
;‘_29, 019, .
g saidt wligt l‘atad pubhshed
wag a violation of press, freedom.
'lhe oplnlon plece w1s pub

" In 4 tiews Drieting on Lriday,
Palace spokesman Sdlvadol Panelo
sald Dutente's lewd statement was
~merely 2 “lyperbole". and was
meant to just-dramatize;
T he apokesman then 'w!(ed Ta-

: publnslung lhem in “his columir.

_In the piece pubhshed in The -
quld Tumshst february .11, Ta-

. tad quoled {wo sources who'said a
. team Jed by Dr, Rose, Marie Rosete

quuele, the nallons ﬁrsl woman g

_illShed m Hw Mamld T:mes tlns

week,

. “This I‘atnd ymi Tatad You
know, there is a border betwecn ,

. press: freedom and disrespecting

:people. If | see you, get oul. of my ,
“way, Yoir son_of a b***h 1will
“slap you: Behevc e, 1 will slap,

yoiy,in front, ofa lot of people,
Dirterte said, .

B “‘lou son ofa b”*h 1f i see -

you, guard yourse]f That 1§ really

S v:ohnon of press freedom But

this s not... your joke, it was dis-
respectful,” he added,

-Dulerte did not stop there, even
going 1o the extent of asking Tatad
g let him *borrow” he former
senator’s wife as he questioned |
-'lamd’s vmlny o

‘He said that this was so Pecause
he kept, d:stespecting people.

*You. really wafit to test if we
really have. [it)? ¢ You have a wife.
You lend her to me; you san of a
br "h Duterte added. -

kidney' transplant doctor and

“executive directot of the National -
* Kidfley ‘and ‘frarisplant [nstitute,
* performed the procedure.

The two sources,” however, dif-

: fered in details, with one saying
* the operation was held at Cardinal
_ Santos Medical Centerin San Juan,
while the other said.the same doc- .

tot performed the same procedure. .
in Davao.
~ Thisis notthe ﬁrstltme 111.1: lhc__

“health status of the President was < .

_helcl undler a niicroscope.”

Last Year, Communist Party of
the Philippines founder Jose Ma,
Sison said Duterte was in coma;

While Duterie refuted the clain,
he admiited oh September 21, in a
spéech during the 3rd inflanima-
tory Bowet Disease Clinical orum
of the Asia-Pacilic Association of

Gastroenterology, that he under-

went colonoscopy and cm[oscopy

a week prior,
RALPH u. VILLANUEVA
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> (NHA) sald,

' englneer

1nqmmdalmo L

antl clearing of structures heav-

. ily- damaged by the: five-month

wat: i ‘2017’ between governs
ment forces and the  Islatnic
State-inspired “Mautg, - group

- here began on. Thursday, sig- -
'nalhng thé: start of.the rebuild-
" ing of Marawi, an official of the

Housmg Authonty ’

Natmnal

-, Tkmat Bantuas', NHA field
-agsured: - property-
owners -that. CJI Geiteral- Ser-
vices, &, Bapangd_:; provmre-

By CLTYaDemolltlon :

-s“”z‘a »’-r.-u O R
~< 51 @& AAG
gt ¥

* DEMOLITION OF BULDINGS AT;‘MAHA'WIS

By Divina M, Suson

- baged comractor which wcn the
- r.’cnntract to tlear Sectors 2 tog of-

“thé+clty's ‘ground 7Zero; ot the

aréa wiiere-heavy: flghtmg wds
centered, would only- .demolish.:

structures that were, allowed by

their owners to be dmmantlcd. i

L

e Mayorspmperty‘.-

property; located liside' Sector 5,
wag qrie of 409 structiires whose
owners cénsented’ to the demo~
lition, Bantna§ sald:

“Among the first to be demol' '
'lshed was a bullding owned-by . -
Marawi Clty Mayor. Majul Gan-,
damra, on iQsmefa  Street at

Barangdy Sangkay Gandamra's

B "We want to- show residents
that we are dofng bt in a proper
‘manrier, he said. “We follow

“the guidelines. First, the proper-

ty owner:had to be there, Sec-

"und all - concerned agencies
should have. sighed the detnoli-~

tion permit
But Bantuas wamed that the

‘etéw would: no longer return o

clear -structures whose owners

“had refused to give their consent.

- “If they tefused to demolish

“their-structures now but decid-

ed to change thelr minds later,

‘then-we would no longer come
" back, he said, :

. The demolnmn anel debm,

'_consenl ¥ e said.

clearing’ within Sector t of the

city’s ground zero wWas, stopped.

ih- December last year after ts

‘contractor falled to gecure,a de—a

molition permit: from ‘the locai -

L gii"bfefnmgglt "Sl nd ah- ehviron:
mt3) fahc

¢ ertificate
“mmialning’ structures are still hab- -

“itable; haz.ardous and need tobe
L derholished, .~

- mental

“from the’ 'Department of Bnvi-

ronmenL and thuml . Re:

SOLII'CQS( o B

: Negotiatxons i
A total of 6,800° strictures,

classiﬁed as nonhabntable, haz- ,

ardous and. heavily damaged,
shill. | stancl “inside’ thé - 2g0-

hettare ground zero, accordmg'

to the NI!A

© The Inter-Agency Commiit-
tee on-Debris Clearing, com- -
posed of the Department of
Public -Works and . Highways,

‘Bureau of Fire ‘Protection and
“the Depdrtment of Health, wili;r

determme ‘Which® ol’ thege Te-

Banttias,” however SaId thie

o ‘NHA" would’ negotlate” “with®
‘-‘landowners if thelr sttuctures‘
“nésded to be cleared to give way

'to . governrhent projects, like =
project manager of CJL, sald the

firm was.given elght monthq t0
finishithe demolition. NG - i

road widening or the construc-
tioh of pulilic facilitles.
"We I fmd wavs to get their

* Bantuas saigl some property

owner:; were feluctaut to’give
,then’ consent
_thought they mightlose portions -
" of_thelr properties once their’
* structires wére demolished,

because they

“The Task. Force - Bangon

ﬂMardw1. ‘Thowevet, assured this

wotild niot happen. “We will
© documént everything. We'want

‘¢ show them their. properties

“wilk be' restofed, nothing more,

“notbing 1éss," he saldl,

Idsel Alan Mauigbas, c( eputy
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 KUALATUMPUR - Malay-

sian authorities said yesterday
they:hav '

including four, foreigness,

suspected of planning altacks

- or being’ members of milant

groups. ¢ e

 Mataysia fias been gn high
aletf since gunmen allied with
the Jslamic State (if) carried
out a series of atfacks in Ja

ainal, a Malaysian idegtified

- gaid,. .

as an 1 fighter in Syria, pulice

Police alsd: detained a'sus-

:p_eé'tc;:'d member of the Abu .

Sayyaf group inaseparate raidl

in thie- pastern state of Sababy, .

where he worked as a laborer.
The 21-yeat-old suspect is
‘pelieved have ties with Abu
Sayyaf leader Furuji Indama,

atyested six people, ., . TOKS 2 $ix welt
regtéd in five séparate raids

Karta, the capital of neighboi=
ingIndonesia, iy Jatiuary 2016.
Police said the six weie al-.

botween December and Janu-

ary, on guspicion of planning
Cattacks or having links to
- militant grovps. e o
.. mrhey include two Ma-

Taysians and four forglgners

from Singapore, Bangladesh,

Fuzisaid. - -

"VA 2B-year-old inan from
an uhidentified South-Asian

country -was arregted. during .
a raid in Selangor state, In--

terpol had lsshed.a warrant,
known as a -red_nc__)',tice, for
his suspected involvement in

criminal and militant activitles,:

_ Fuzi said. : .
Malaysia has arrested hun®

_tl}é"'l"hilippin_es and a South
sian country,” Fuzi Hatun,’
police inspector general,-said

‘inastatement posted on gocial .
media, - 7
" The group included a

‘48ﬂvye’ar-old_Singapéroan ac-
cused of planning to attack a
building used by Freemasons

in the state.of Johor He is be-

lioved to have Hnks with Alkel

' drcds of people over the past

fow years for suspected links
to militant groups.

. Agrenade atfack onabar on
the outskirts of the Malaysian

 capital, Kuala Lumpuy, in june
2016 wounded eight people.

[slamic State.claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, the first
such strike on Malaysian soil.

: - Reuters
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ment iroopers launiched pur-

. 8uit Opuauonq yesterday for
~ the group they encounteied °

in’ Patikul, Stilu; on Thl.irS~‘

. day

Brlg Gen. Dwmo Rey
Pabayo, 11th Army Division
and Joint Task Force Sulu
commander, said persgn-

nel of the 6th Special: Forces -~
Battalion' clashed “with ‘thoe ~
‘group of Monde: Sawad-
- jaan, anephew of Abu Sayy-
af sub-leader Hatib- Ha}an
Sawadjaan - _

. ZAMBOAN(:A CITY‘—
Tour Abu Sdyyaf bandits.

- wete killed and five others,

- weré’ ounded as- govern-"

ings in Jolo last Jan. 27

that 1eft 23 people dead

.and more than a hundxed .
'wounded :

‘Meanwhile, the remains

.-."of Cpl. Nemesis-Salviejo,

who was killed in the clash

i/ Bmanbay Igasan on -
~--Thursday, wére FHown to
~ Villammor Air Base yester-

day after a sendoff cer-
emony held at the BEdwin

-Andrews Air Base here.

. Three other soldlers were
wourided in the clagh, -
Pabayo vowed relent-

“less military operations
‘to, heitralize the Abu

}’Say) af, h/




. ,eneralofPoliceT‘nSn Moham'

: -;mﬂunﬁmm. An Abiu Sayyaf et -

" gorist, who fléd the Phitippines i
. March Jast year, was atrested'in |
© Sabah where he was: working i a

‘ construcuon siteMal

o rf:ported on. FrJday

The Ma[ayMa:l quotéd lnspector—

Euzi Harun sayin
aged 21;had illegally én

- laysia in March 2018 and has 'I_Jeen,_ ‘
~ workingata construction’site, He s
. fnghly skilled ir( handlmg firearins*-

and has direct: connections wlth

* Furuji Indama, the cuirrent Ieader of

MG, (Abu Sayyaf Group),”

According to Harun, ﬁve other .
. quspected lerronsts-wege also
;aptured sepatately. In anti- -terror

faids in Malaysid; One of therr is

3 48-year-old’ Smgaporean i,
- who had planned to attack:the’
" T'réemason: bulidmg in Joho: -

‘Hé said they werg also holding a

3. -year-oid” Bangladeshi supporter -
* of the Islamic State Group {18}, who
‘ wgs_arrgsted in Selangos, and was

Malaysnn medla_

mvn]wd in retru:lmglocai mll:tams

" for the exjretnist group, as: vell as
two Malays:an suspects, both aged '
- 38, whio were. dcporled to Malaysia®
*after théy were found to have chan-
5 nelled funds to.an IS terroristwhile
‘workmg at a farm abroad.

Harun’ said‘police also arrested

pol s red notice for his involverent

] m serious tenor activities.

“Police gave no other details
on the Filipino, except that all of

“those arrested Have been detained

under the Security Offences Act of

" 2012; The Depariment of Foreign

Affaits and the-Armed T'orces of

" _the Philippines, including the
- Thilippine National Police, have.

not release any report ab?\}lt the

'hl[pmo terronst arrest,

' AL JACINTO

dnothet terror suspect from asouth-
" Asian country in Selangor after po- .
Tice' receiveg) information that the
- F6-year-old tercorist hiadl been giving
- protection o anothier terrot suspect
‘whase iiame was listed under Inter
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he Palhamentary.

, fthg anh graft court g thnd o' Match13and 14.~

division on-Feb, 11,'Mis-" = “The parhcxparfnn 'lhe
uari througli his lawyer. MNLF in thei méetings will
:Manolo Flores said he was gre.atiy benefif:the Philippines
“the- Orgmu?a—
amic Cooperation

L 'L.onflict in Mmdanao to 1m~'

v the OIC in Rabat, Morocco;‘
s Morocco

in’terms of eiiding the’ arped

Sty it
UAE- yntil his’ de;nrture f01

"He sau:i he would return

Yo the: country not later than
; Mdr(_h 20,

“Misuart asstired’ thc court

that higintended travel would

1

ot;mpede hss arralynment on

i March 27

Misuari iq Facing two counts

_ leach of graft and malversation
7. of public funds through falsi-

2 .- fication. of public documents
‘over the alleged anomalous

purchase of educational ma-
terjals when-he was governor

“of the Autonomous Region
“Lin Muslim Mindanao in 2000

and 2001,
- Elizabeth Marcelo
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_Misuari seeks Sandlgan nod to attend lslamlc summlts ;
| Moro National leeratlon Front (MNLF) founding: chajr Nr .
-'Misitari has sought the permission of the Sandiganbayan third «
division to travel to‘Abu Dhabiand Rabat; to attend pan-Islamic
ccuncil surnimits, Ifi his urgent motion to travel, Misuari said he
-mrended t6 travel to-Abu Dhidhi, United Arab: Emlrates, from -
Marchiito 2 for'the Organizatlon ‘of Islamic Qooperation (OIC)
composed of 52 Islamic states, and to Rabat, Moracco, on March
13 and 14 for the Parllamentary Union of:the:0IC Member States.
Mistart said the MNLE was the “sole representatwe" of the: :
.. Bangsamioro people in both summits, and that his attendance -
. -would be beneficial to the peace process: {n Mindanao.However,
. the proseciition opposed the motloh to travel-Misuari faces two
counts each of graft and malversatmn forallegedly defraud[ng
__the government in connection toa P77.26:million "ghoet text- .
books CODtract.—PATRICIADENISEM.CHIU__ fY O
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- -Govex nor: Nur Mlquau i8 askr
. ing per; szsinn trom the Sat

“of Foreign --Mimsters.-and the:

d'Dl\nsmn 1o be

14{H Session of the Parllaménta

vy Uniion of Islaniic Cooperation’ . .

: (PUIC) Member States. i

+ “The first event will take place

on Mareh T and 2'al Abu'Dhabi; .

. United Arab Emirates: The $déc/ -
* ond oné will b held on March. 13‘_

'and 14 m Rabat; Morocco

- Heplanistoleave the ct ountry -
on February.27 and fly to Abw .

Dhabl, He will stay there before .
“flying to Moroceo on'March 11,

After which, he will- fly bhack: o,

. 'LhePlnElppmeselther on March :

an,active. pattimpant in the

'.‘conduct of the peacéd process

solve the artied conﬂict in
outhern Philippinés.

Septembet 2,196,

“Phe diceusad Chairman Nur
: M;suan is asignatory {o the 1996
_Final Peace Agrecment and as
~giich he.is oxpectet to.deliver
~his message during the plenary
session of the: proceedmgs of

the OIC:Ministevial mesting

- regarding the’ déveloptiients of

ihe 1mplementation of the peace

-'agrcement in: Southern Philip-
pines, Mlndanau and the- Sulu
- Avehipelago;” the motion read. -

a1, . -
L A

- Miswarl, sa[dthisvnllglve Klm
-plenty of tinie; before his sehed-
Adled arraignrient 6o March 27,
- ‘He explained that the 0IC

1t was the.peéace process,
‘led to the’ sxgning of the-
8 Final Peace Agreement-
weaj the Phlhppine govern: |
iént, Moro National Liberation
-Front (MNLF) and the 0OIC on’

RBNISEL] - EF 70 AT
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‘Moro Natlonal Liberition Fiont (MNLF) founding
“chairman Nar Misual on-Friday souiglit the approval of
the Sandiganbayan to attend par-Isiamie council summits

- where he said tho MNLE enjoys, an ghserver status on
behalf of the Bangsamoro peaples... - -
. Misus¥l; i hig urgent motion to travel filed at the
““Sandiganbayan Third Division, sald he intends to travel
tg-Abu, Dhabl, Ufitted’Arab Emirates from 1 to 2 March_
- "and to Rabat, Morocéo on’18'to’14 March, =~
“Misuarl stressed that the MNLF is the gole -
" roprosentatiye of the Bangsamoro people in both

sdl}mﬂts;:-imt'ing_ lds trip would bénéfit the peace’
pfocess n indaae.

7§ MNLF chalrinan explatnéd the trlp to Abu Dhabi
Is for the Organization of Islamie Cooperation (0IC)
composad of 52 Islamic states while his travel to Rabat
is for the Parllamentary Unton of the. 010-Member States

(PUIC) and attached the respective lnvitation lotters in

g travel motlom. v oo o
- Misuarl stressed that the MNLF ls the sole
reprosentative of the Bangsamoro peopie-in hoth
* “sumivits, noting his trip would beneflt the peace process
i ln Mindanao AR : e
.- ;¥The- participation. of the MNLE in the fortheonting
 meitings of the OIC and PUIC as above stated will groatly
benefit the Philippines in terms of ending the' armed
gonfliet in’ Mindando and to improve the Philippine
-+ ‘gconomy asa whole,” Misuari said. >~ - BT
*v . The prosecution opposed the intended trip of
 Misuari, saying hie should file separate motions for
*gach, of the summits and has likewise failed to prove
 the necessity of hi§ attendance and questloned the
dirration of Misuarl's trip sinee tho summits only last
. two days but his itinorary states he will be abroad
for almost, one moith. L L
" Baséd on bis ittherary, Misuatl will depart Manila for
Abu Dhabt on 27 February and will proceed to Moroeco
- on 11 March, His return to the Philippines is expetted
between i7 and 20 March. .

The motion of Misuari has been submitted for
resolution of the Sandiganbayan on Friday, according
to the division clerk of court. R

* Miguari faces two counts each of graft-and malversation

for giving undue advantage to CPR Publishing House, MBJ

‘Learning Tools and White Orchids for: the procurement

" of “ghost texthooks" from 2000 to 2001 duriiig his term.
a5 ARMM goyarnoki R :

- He and hls vo:Avtused zlso allegedly falsified

procurement dpcuments to justify the legality of the

P77.26-milllon contract. . Etmar N. Manuel
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1) gay Pobhmou, Bulua
bine nﬂeq, an, M1 (;

o gun and fun,
SO Qe mformant show vide
répaiting’a gun owned by s T'BIFF me«mbpr" Scnior Ciu-
,‘petmkndentiatmﬂ Gulmalico, (nmmal }nvealigamm :
-anid Tretectinn (i!‘ﬂU}/"AulOI’IU 3944. 3
- Mindanag dir ] }\ '
. 'ruimamu

.a;d Abpim upp]ipd ﬁ:mrmq not un!y o

ﬂm GIH* but uihu crlmmal pangs.
© < John Unson, Michael Punongbayan
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ALl actm'y €

=, outlawed: Banp‘samorq Islandic Fre

- Fighters BIFE) in: Bxgy Poi}lacw Bu!u
Magumckmao RN

: “Backed by heavily: armed Artiy- soldie

o thecorbined ‘elerients of the Spectal'Acti

¢ Foree (SAR nd the CIDG-ARMM sébved e

© . Search warrant at aboitt 6 an’; Febtuary. 15;
against-Abusama’Abpin; 50, ailegad 1Ilvgal

- ﬁtearms manuﬂctuner :

alico 4'i‘égmndl '
1e-sus[)ect was

LRI G e n et it AR -
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' ‘fBY_.IULMUNIRI JANNARAL AND Ai. JAC!NTO )

dsupplying weapons to pro-Islamic State (IS)

_f’Buluan in Maguindanao, ofﬁmals sald

> M' i "/\rvm aninas, spokes L

-i:m‘m f'thé Gth Infantry DlVl .f
' ' Abusama Abpun, 60, an 1I[egal

: _' ﬁrearms gunsmlth

AMBOAN GA- CITY Government forces -
raided at dawn on Frlday an illegal gun shop

-k;,gmups and criminal gangsin Barangay. Poblauon,,:

: _arms mcludmg three M4 carbine
! “riftes; one M1 caere, six 9mm -
. Tomgram, a 12 gauge shotguu,
- tripod for 50 heavy inachine gim,

and several uniassembled firearmns.

Senior Supt. James Gulmalico,
- the. regional head of the CIDG-
- ARMN, said that the suspedi vias -
- the sourcé of firearns for criminal
[ eletnints, includmg the BIFF,
ARMM} mded the shop and
served @' search warrant against,

”Oul informant showed us vid-

: eos of the sispect while ¥épairing
“agan owned by a.BIEF member,
- = who personally brought the de-
5. fective- weapori tohis shop, 'We -+
. followed: the legwk procedttres In -
v/ sérving the warrant,” he added.

_ Harold : Cc\bunoc,‘
_-commander of" tha 33rd ]n- 3

~LE; Gal,

fantry .B.auaison, who :ied sol-

diers in the operation, said the

campaign against lawlessness

was gaining ground following
Abpun’s arrest,
- "We have removed another lo-

. gistics suppori source of the BIF
-and other lawless elemenis. We
~will defeat them by eutting- 0f§

Hre sources of their wedpons
he said.
- Maj. Ger, Cfuililu Sohejana, the

- 6th 1D commander, conunended

the roops.for their latest feat,
‘There was no jnumediate state-
ment from Maguindanao Gov.

» Esmael Mangudadatu on the pres-
~énce of the 1Heﬁllygun shop in his

hometown J
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" they are not Tikely to e the last.
AL the root of thc-dlspute

L nineadash loop,
A 'fmany zslande with

ea - like other

of “freedont of: navigation”.

i known Lo us as Panatag or Bajo de Mdsmloc, Is

el withiti our 200-mile ‘Exchisive Eeonolmc Zone
under the UN Conventwn on: the Law of the Sea. o]

5.

. USS P_'reble' saued mto the South China, - Nations

‘close to the Spratiy‘. g
' - gspecialiy: singe we are bdcked by the UN Arbitral

i court in: The Hague But:we.all'agreed to haye a
:,-‘.’:Code of Conducet to guide dur moves and dec:smns
: _,;witheut giving up owilegal claitus.

bthef group of islanis:also i the South’ Chma “_‘
ther nprih, helween Vietnam and Lu--

“gon. These are nnly the latest incidents involving
=74 ships and’ planes.in the South China Sea And " vowed lokeep. sendlng its warships and its planes
L “intothe South China 8ea, close to {he shoals China’
B Chma s claim to . ‘has built, up. with runways and gart isons.
Sea; definod by a -
atérs and the
:the ep 4.its territory. The
] he;'globe, rejects

§0pe to all shtppmg unu '

na s claimis qimliarly disputed by several
' nations in Southeast Agia; notably the. Phlllp- 3

A R s o e i e T e
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LN S

MARILA: BULLETI " -
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'i,it lt Ty also \vxthm Chlna 3 nine- (]d‘;il loo;;
Chma and the Agsociation of Southeast Asian

ASEAN) have an understanding on their

respective: cldiths. We will stand by our claims,

“Thix has helped keep the peace betWeen Ch]ild

arid the Southeast Asian nations, but the US, the
.wolld's xemammg stiperpowers, is not yielding on
" the prlncipie of “freedaim of navigation.” 1t has

* The dangeris that one of these days, a close
encounter may: lead to & shooting incident, and -

" escalate into-a wider war which we all fear. This

is why the Philippihes and its fellow ASEAN mem-

j bets hepe that some kivd of agreement, perhaps
. undei'the’ Umted Natiens ¢an be reftched toseltle
" this matter, -

We will continue’ tu hcwe these zepeated gail-

‘ 'bys by American warships, followed automaticaltly

.pine%, Vietnam, and Malaysia. The. Phxhppines is"" by protests by China. Surely in this modern age,

. specially concerned as Scarborough; Shoal, which -

nations sliould. be able to sit down and corne to
sorme agreement, knowing that a war like those in
the earlier days of our w%t(i isno kmgu poqsxhlo

in today's nucleflr age

¢
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Alroady,
the plebiscite
reauts”showed
that vaters In the
Chiristlan wgfority
region’ of Lanao
del Norte has
rafused Lo allow
gix local towns to
‘become part of
thie BARMM.

. This- can speil
tiouble, If the
‘armed MILF tries
‘zontrolling these
barangays. '
The bigger
problent really is
the MILF's refusal
to submit to
decommigsioning
its drms and,
“unkike the peace

. pact forged between

“ the government and Nur
Misuari . with his Moro National
Libaration, where the ‘armed
"MNLF troops were,integrated in
the Philippine Army, the MILF
“Jeaders refuso to budge and give
tp thelr arms, This may mean
that the MILF leaders, despite

’ having: won what it wanted by
. way of legal status —~ &lbell
congtitutionally questionable

to o thatif
area i8-agalnst: joining -the
“Mustim govornmant, -getting
; Jjoin would then
LF leaders conitrol
o8 and, ultimately,
ms with the srea
proper, especially
since barangays
are- located near
each othet.

NN
N




since the Constitution cannot
‘be smended by a mete law from
. Congress ~will. uge: its firearms
independent of .the -Philippine
_.bolice ‘and the m hich
- hardly bodes well 6t Pedce in

'Mmdanao, especlally ag'the

~ MILF-leaders: arsn’t: wont; to

. acgept responsabllity for trouble
descending o1t Musl:m Mindanao,
.. The landmark reforéndum has

?_'}bocn,b' ed 44 the, culmlnatimx of

- -decadeslong process seeking to-
L__-halt Miislim™ separatlst -viclence
--that'has claimed. some’ 150 000 Ilves h

66 the 1970s:

T Yet hnw can
,_'tha areation of
"the; BARMM w:th‘

‘gilay antee when

= espectaﬂy other Mus]im rebat
“asakey ~groups; such as the
rebel
“strongholl,. 5 : j
namely, . (BIFFY and ves, the
Lanao. . MNIF remriants and
even a rumored new

del. Norte,
' © Chiristian militia
. group, are forming,
ready to’ fight the
. MILFif it as much.as
: iries fo take control

_of its Ghnstian areas which could
" have béen ‘added’ to the BARMM
 through tho MILF-favored plebiscite.
-on _barangay acceptance oL

;'ARMM Was preclsely ‘billed: the
 saihio wiiy, Mune W

I for governmélit préjects ended up
; '.in private pockets. :

.. The néw Muslim government has
been” painted by ‘theé " government
a3 the sofution to end the eyclo

- of poverty and ‘?loleut dxtremism

' lI ave more conitiol over

his: 1§ seriously doubted Thie

hey was puured

Just ‘what' mikes 8 erhuent

j;_thlnk that it will be' different
CWith'a Malacafiang-installad MILF

; -leadershtp in-the BARMM?

‘Thalrs’ mimuld be: an’ inteum
government and It1s- 83 siire as ]

day that these MILF Teaders vill do
Javexyﬂamgtoretam pomr—-mcluding

the- usual cloating which would
lead to more killings, LF

And 1t all. could be for

' naught ~. onée the batt[e hefore

the Supréeme Coul on the BARMM's
conatltutmnafity 15 questmned and

_determined.’

-Besides, - there ig" also that

‘prohabilit‘y of ‘secession by
 the MILF. = -eneco it Bots what

it wants — by way ‘of helioopter
gunships and the like, which they

_can have, courtes,v of the Muslim
, world,
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.Joma violating conditions of his asylum

. The .cgmmunist insurgenocy ‘terrorizing. the.
 Philippiries (C¥P). Jt i affillated with the so-called

" Nattonul Democratic Front (NDF), which is its face

in the news medis, and the New. People's “Artuy:

© (NPA); its armed wing, The avowed objective of the

. GPP-NDF-NPA trolka s the violent overthrow of the.
" didf-eonstlbuted government of the Republic of the

- Philippines and its feplacoment with a Maolst-iype

rap -specch, froe’ elec
itgnlf; - trade. anid: fréedoin 0
Stson’s: " - Poiwor and privilege. are vested. .
{nvelvement. . exclusively iu'iés political:Jeaders,
- In‘terrorism ls -orpolitburo, and shared:by the - .
'{;ﬁ;‘m’ intible : “military _e‘zit:'z_bllshmeht. et
10 his claim .- The.cotmunist ideotogy thives
Thathe o il socigties: where poor. citizens:

As being re guiliblé enough to belteve thal
';P‘om{cauy inlsm i8 their salvation; .. -
"~ persecibe ronioally, gommunista -spread: -

M  fhigie godless ideology by exploiting
AL .. the freedoms guaranteed by the
oy doveriment they. wank to verthrow. They

ff{trate: t _preaujcr_acy,'e'duc'atibnﬂlf gystem,
~._reprédentative government and pows medla;
o ::;I;ussgah‘;_aqmmmism ‘onslaved the’ poople:of the
' Goviet. Union -and i Eastern: Europe_ from 1945 to .
poverty

Drdinary “Gluaves: Hved. in. virtd
~ 7 under the coininuniist yoke. . VT
“* ! Red Chinese .comnuinisni caused the “denth’
- of 80 mitijor Chinose. through the cotnmand
- orongrhy foposed gnthe nation, Millions more
" dled"during the so-called Cultural Revolution
‘ofthe 1060s. o

~ " _The CPP-NDF-NPA troika has been
 engaged in subversive activities against the
government of the Philippines since; 1868,
Iis” so-called “protracted people’s war”
~ is the Jongost. communist insurgency in
theworld, . = © . :
Interestingly, the CPP avaids using -
. the, word: *communist” in public on /-
© account of tho dislike the. free world
"~ hag:for the teri, Thus, the CPP
. .deats with the news media through /.
D gheNDE . o
o C‘Althongh -the NDF
claiis to be & demnocratlc
-, front, it is anything axcept 5
“democratic, Its superficlal . -

. name is.akin to the so-called 5

Defiocratic People's R’éﬁhblié of Koroa, alsg knows

| - doiitéy Is mbodied by the Commaunist Party of the a8 Notth Koren.

infrastructure Tt the countrystde. NPA cadres harass

NPA's goal” isto deglroy ‘governnient

.

{rdustrles and domand the payment of “revolutionary
“baxés” which are remitted th higher- commiuglst
authositles for them 16 'spendl us they see fit.

2 Natuir
‘Unlot.cofisider the NPA a torretist organization.

" José May Sison 'is the-head of the CPP-NDF-NPA-
- trofka; Prior to fhe proclamation of martial Jaw in tie
“Philijipinés:in. 1072, Sison organized destabilization

Iy, the United States gnd the European

o activities against ihie government,
Co - including tho

infatous 1671 Plaza Miranda boinbing incident which.
Iilled - and injured people attehding a political raliy

in the heart of downtown  Manlla.
Thie. dt.atoutioh of Sison during the martial law
regime crippled the operations of the troika,

v 'Aerr selzing power in 1086, President Corazon
- Cojuangee Agquine released Sison. Accompanied hy

a cople of loyal allies, Sison fled lo The Netherlands
and obtained polltical ssylum from the Duich
gov_emm_e_nt. :
. “Sison has been living in’ Utrecht -in- The
Netherlands for the past three:decades, supported
by NPA revolutionary money, Non-governn{ém
organizations in Europe misled by Sison's
unflattoring portrayal of thie situation lh the
Philippines slso provide him
fitnds, N
From his base In
The- Netherlands, Sison
divects the terrorist
operations. of
the troika in -




the Philippines. =~ = o o owr- .
" Under nternational huimanitartan’ —7; .
- lawy, polltical asyliintis gravited by-a' 89 . = - T
hosf country to'a foreign national ~Sison has .. -
‘who' flees. his-own country-16 “besn:liaing in.,
‘avold political pessecution; Asylum Utrecht:in The -
-means ‘a safe haven in the host: Netherlands
“country for an indefinite perlod, on for the past -
the understinding that the drantee “three dedades, -
. will not violate tie conditions of the - supported ™ -
_asylum Which Includes compliance py NPE -7
" withi the Taws of the-host ¢ountey. 'revolnélonary’

.-S_.is_pn's- _invoivem_efn.t "0 pioney,
‘the “terrorist- acts- of thie NPA- o
i & viplation -of the ‘conditlons. of ‘his, political:
asylum b’ec’auso,tha.:p;u'ropéah-llnion,:to '—j‘qhicﬁ‘!‘h’é o
Netherlands belongs, officially considers the NFA'a
ferrorist organization; The Duteh governmient doas
notand shiould not sponsor: international terrorism.
= 5, By-itaslf, . Slson's involvement
i tettorism s ‘Incompatible -
"0 fis claim thif he Is baing

B politically. persecuted by
R Manila. Requiring Slsonto -
W angwer for his invoivenent
By ini terrorigt dots in the
: Philippines 18 just and
proper and cannot {n-any
way be considerad as
- politieal perseéutlon,
' iLast 6 February,
Y merbers. of ‘the-Liga
7" Filipihas Independensli, 4
- poalition of 98 anti-compitnist

" Corganizatidng and seotoral
K25, wroups, held » big rally
¥ S oittslde the Fanbassy of The

b . Netherlands, in Makati:
7)) T Thy lianded a lettor to
44T s Dutéh governmend
-deniandiug the returni of Sison to the Philippines
to faco justiee. = P
Although-the ombassy recolved the °

lettan, the Dutgh government has not

acted on it. &L .

Peace-loving nations like The
Netherlands should not coddlé
-terrorlsts 1ike Sison, If the Duteh
* decide to keep Sison in their
“eountry, then it’s iime for
Preéident Rodrigo Duterte

to restudy the diplemutic ties
bolween Manila and Amsterdanm,
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NPA arsonist killed, rebels injured in Laguna
encounter

By Saul Pa-a

CAMP GEN. MATEO CAPINPIN, Tanay, Rizal -- A member of the New People’s Army (NPA) communist
terrorist group responsible for burning heavy equipment for a dam project was killed in a military encounter
Thursday in Sitio Pinamintian, Barangay San Buenaventura, Luisiana, Laguna.

Brig. Gen. Arnulfo Marcelo Burgos Jr., Commander of the 202nd Brigade, who directly supervises ongoing
Focused Military Operation (FMO) to run after rebel arsonists, said government troops engaged the NPAs to
a gun battle, killing one of them and injuring several others as evidenced by heavy traces of bloodstains at the

encounter site.

No one was hurt on the government side, as military offensives forced terrorist insurgents who dragged along
wounded andsuspected dead comrades, as they fled towards different directions.

Military and police officials said their series of encounters are considered punitive actions against the NPA
arsonists whose attacks to civilians and their properties are expected to cause delay in the ongoing
construction of Kaliwa Dam and component road projects.

The Kaliwa Dam, one of the government's “Build, Build, Build” infrastructure flagship projects is expected to
bring development and provide livelinood for the people in the far-flung areas of Quezon and Laguna.

“Thursday's encounter was the result of the 80th Infantry Battalion and the 2nd Jungle Fighter Company's
(2JFC) pursuit operations in Infanta, Quezon,” Burgos said.

As of press time, government troops are continuing their ongoing pursuit operations against the terrorists,
while checkpoints are heightened to collar the rebels lurking in the area. (PNA)
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