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DAVAO CITY ~ Presi-
- dent Duterte has appealed
to parents to have their
¢hildren vaccinated against
measles following out-
breaks of the disease in
several parts of the country.

Data from the Department
of Health (DOH) showed 70
persons, mostly children, have

died in Metro Manila alone.

 “Mga kababayan ko, duma-
danti ang kaso ng tigdas at ang
komplikasyon nito ay nakania-
matay (My countrymen,. the
number of neasles cases has
increased and its compllcatlon
results in death),” Duterte said
in a televised statement on
Friday night.

Duterte said the. only way
to fight the measles outbreak
is to have cluldren, especially
those from six months to two-
years old, vaccinated -against
measles.

Health Secietary Franc:qco

.Duque 11T made Duterte’s call
for vaccination as a battle cry

to encourage more parents
to have their children immu-
nized.

The DOH hasso far achieved
about a quarter of its measles
vaccination target to combat
the outbreak in Metro Manila.

Duque said they were able

Turn to Page 7
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10 vaccinate more than 100,000
recipients in the National
Capital Region in the past four
weeks.

This accounts for about 23
percent of the 450,000 tacgel
that they aim lo complete in
the next few months. _

Duque appealed to the
public o take their children to
the free vaccination service of
the national and local govem-
ments. _

He said a person affecled
with measles could infect 18
others. ’

The DOH is prioritizing
the immunization of chil-
dren aged six to 59 months,
as well as kinder and grade
school children, who ac-
count for a total of around
10 million,

Some two-million adults
are also being eyed by the
DOH for immunization.

AD doaths

in 45 days
Health oflicials said Cala-
barzon (Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal and Que-

@@y From Page 1

zon) recorded 45 deaths
from measles within just
45 days. o

Calabarzon i5 among re-
gians hardest hit by the out-
break, with 1,645 cases in-
cluding 40 dcaths from Jan.
1 to Feb. 14, according to the
DO-Regional Epidemiol-
ogy and Surveillance Unit
(RESU).

Puring the same period in
2018, the region posted only
66 moasles cases with lwo
deaths. ‘

The city of Antipoloin Rizal
remains to have the highest
numbet of measles cases in
the region with 441, followed
by Bifian in Laguna with 126
CasCs.

The municipalities of Rodri-
guez and Taytay in Rizal have
105 and 95 cases, respoectively.
Lipa City, Batangas has 91
Cases,

Calabarzon hicalth director
Lduardo Janairo is hopeful
that the outbreak can be con-
nolled sooner, before several
more individuals get infected
as the disease is highly con-
tagious,

Janairo en Friday led an
emergency response meet-
ing with various concerned
government offices, including
the provincial and municipal
health officers, to address the
rising meastes cases in the
region. _

11e outlined the latest direc-
tives and key strategies in the
ongoing mass inmunization
against measles.

“We will be implementing
key slrategics on measles out-
break response including sur-
veillance, public awareness
and education, vaccination
and taking care of measles
patients in health care facili-
ties,” Janairo told the health
officers. ‘

He said they are largeting
to vaccinale a {otal of 430,292
children in Calabarzon from a
projected population of almost
16 million. )

In Cavite, the DOHMH aims
Lo immunize 113,064 children
- 90,160 in Laguna, 79,839 in
Batangas, 87,019 in Rizal and
60,210 in Quezon.

The DOT Lis also collaborat-
ing with other government
agencies and departments
such as social welfare and
development, and education




for the vaccination of children
in day carc and clementary
schools; Armed Forces in far-
fitng and conflict areas; Phil-
ippine National Police and
Bureau of Fire Prolection for
addilional logistic suppert
and interior and lecal govern-
ment to extend the vaccina-
tion schedute beyond regular
hours. :

“With cverything in place,
we are expecting cases to de-
crease next month,” Janairo
gaid.

Dengue cases up

While the country is bat-
tling the measles outbreak,
health officials urged the pub-
lic to stop up anti-dengue ef-
forls as cases of the mosquito-

borne disease also increased
this years

DO Undersecretary Eric
Domingo said il's not yet rainy

, season but rising dengue cases
have been reported in some
parts of the country.

“Severalgdarts of the coun-
try experienced rains during
the months of January and

« fiebruary and this contributes
o the varly dengue cases,”
Domingo said.

He said the rising trend

could be reversed if the public
and community teaders would
intensi{y cfforts to climinate
breeding places of Acedes ac-
gypti, the dengue carrying
mosquilo,

While dengue is dow
considered a year-round
disease, cases usually peak
during the rainy season
when clean and stagnant
water is abundant.

The DOH said dengue
outbreaks could also occur
during summer, especially
when households store wa-
ter in containers that are not
covared.

Data from the DOH showed
there were 17,801 dengue cases

wilh 75 deaths documented
[rom Jan. 1. to eb, 2,

The figure is 20 percent
higher than the 14,825 cases
recorded, including 66 dealhs,
during the same period in
2018.

The regions that have “ex-
ceeded the alert threshold”
during this period are Ho- .
cobs, Mimaropa (Mindoro,
Marindugue, Romblon and
Palawan) and Northern Min-
danao.

The report showed that
Bicol region and Zamboan-
ga Peninsula have “exceed-
ed the epidemic threshold.”

-~ With 8heila Crisostono,
Romina Cabrera
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STORY.BY MELVIN GASCON AND LEILA 3. SALAVERRIA

' Proadministration lawmakers say a new law they had pasSed to ease rice
imports would help ensure sapply and lower the price of the staple while raising
funds to modernize Philippine agriculture. But farmers fear the law would kill

the rice industry on which the livelihood of millions depend. A1t
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By Melvin Gascon

and Lella B, Salaverria-
@Team_Inquirer -
Lawmakers expressed a mix of
guarded optimism and skepti-
cism over the future of the lo-
cal rice industry following the
enactment of the rice tariffica-
tion law, which the Duterte ad-
ministration and its congres-

sional allies said would help -

lower the price of the staple
and ensure supply.

Sen. Cynthia Villar, chair of
the Senate agriculture commit- .

tee and one of the proponents
of the law, on Saturday said the

measure would help farmers

“improve their profitability and
competitiveness.”

The law replaces the quanti-
tative restrictions on imported
rice with a tariff on the imports.

The tariff is 35 percent for
rice from members of the Asso-

ciation of Southeast Asian Na- -
tions (Asean) and 50 percerit for:

imports from non-Asean coun-
tries. The revenue would be
used to build up the Pio-billion
Rice Competitiveness Lnhance-
ment Fund, or Rice Fund:

Reducing costs

The Rice Fund would be
used to purchase farm machin-
ery to bring down farmers’ la-
bor costs, provide them seeds to
increase their harvest, develop
and moclernize postharvest fa-
cilities, ‘promote rice -research
and inbred rice seeds, provide
credit and extension, and skills
development services.

- The militant Kilusang Mag-
bubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP),
however, disputed the govern-
ment’s claims about the bene-
fits fron the law. :

‘Death sentence’

KMP. said the law would
open the country to “unbridled
rice importation and increasing
rice prices” and its implementa-
tion was “equivalent to a death

‘sentence for the local rice in-
"+ citing.decades of rice importa-

dustry and rice farmers.”

- The group said the law
would directly affect the liveli-
hood of 13.5 million rice farmers

“and 17.5 million farmworkers

and their families. ‘
More than 10 million Iil-
ipinos dependent on cheap Na-

tional Food Authority (NFA)
rice and about 20,000 rice re- ‘

tailers and 55,000 rice mill
workers also would be affect-
ed, KMP added.”

“It's the beginning of the
end of the local rice industry,
Even with the rice industry en-
hancement fund, the local rice
industry does not stand a
chance with massive rice im-
ports,” KMP chair Danilo Ramos
said in a statement,

Remember TRAIN promises
“Rice tariffication will only
push the country to unprece-
dented hunger,” Ramos said,

tions that he said did not guar-
antee sufficent supply and low-
er prices.

Sen, Francis Pangilinan also
said the rice tariffication law
might he the “death knell” for
thelocal rice industry.

Pangilinan, a former presi-
dential adviser on food security,
advised vigilance over its imple-
mentation to make sure the law
was properly followed, espe-




clally its safeguards “to ensure
that they will benefit the farm-
ers and the industry, which will
bear the brunt of the influx of
-imported rice.” :

He noted that the govern-
ment had promised that the ad-
ditional revenue from the Tax
Reform for Acceleration andIn-
clusion {I'RAIN) law would easc
people’s lives, but it led to high-
er fuel prices that drove up the
prices of basic goods. It also led
to extra transportation coSts
for farmers.

Eyes on LandBank

House Deputy Majority Lead-
er and Kabayan Rep. Ron Salo,
one of the authors of the law, al-
so urged the governnient to im-
plement safety nets and sup-
port to rice farmers “fast and
substantially.”

Leyte Rep. Henry Ong said
he would keep a close watch

over the Land Bank of the
Philippines on its specific man-
date to manage the credit facili-
ty component of the law.

Grants and loans

Ong_ said the bank rmust
make sure all rice farming farni-
lies were covered by grants and
loans from the Rice Fund, espe-
cially those who did not have
pank accounts, and those who
were victims of natural and
man-made calamities.

Anakpawis Rep. Atiel Casi-

lao, who opposed the rice tavif-

fication measure, said he would

seek its repeal.

e said Filipinos could not
rely on rice shipped from thou-
gands of kilometers away be-
cause that would be ™ tally

.contrary to food security.

“Relying (on) other coun-
tries for food is not food securi-
ty, and will threaten jmproved

quality life forall, the basic hu-
inan right to fdod, a self-reliant
and independent cconomy,
comprehensive rural develop-
ment,  agravian reform, and
rights of farmeis and farm-
workers, all said in the Consti-
tution to he promoted and pro-
tected,” Casitao sald.

: Cartels

Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos 1s- .
agani Zarate sald that wit tar-
iffication, rice cartels could
tighten thelr hold on price and
supply.

“wWhat is lkely to happen
with this rice tariffication law
would be similar to the pricing
of ol which is highly dependent
on the international matket.
‘This wiil further increasc prices
of commodities already made
very high by the (1RAIN) faw,”
he said. ‘

strengthen the NFA

The government should in-
stead strengthen the NFA to
aflow it to purchase more rice
produced by local farmers at
prices profitable for them, he
sald.

The rescaich group [hon bad
warned that global rice prices
would likely pull local prices up
and importation costs could be
affected by the depreciation of
the peso.

It noted that global rlce sup-
ply also was unsteady. Export-
ing countries could occasional-
ly impose restrictions on their
production for the world mar-
ket to ensure their own local-
supplles  and their govern-
ments could decide not o ex-
port tice to the Philippines.
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Phi not afraid of Chinese

By JANVIC MATEO

The Philippines is not
afraid of the so-called debt
trap strategy of the Chinese
government, according to For-
eign Affairs Secretary Teodoro
Logsin J1.

Speaking at the Hungaxian
Institute of Foreign Affairs
and Trade during his official
visit to Hungary on Thursday,
Locsin said the Philippines has
experienced worse in the past
under the Western financial
system.

“"The West went into par-

. oxysms of ecstasy over out
people power revoldtion,

" which was a rebuke to com-

munism as a way forward,”

he said, reférring to the 198.6 :

People Power Revolt that

toppled the Marcos dicta-

torship. |

#Still the West threatened
our new democracy with
financial destruction if it did
not pay back every dollar lent
by Western banks to the dic-
tatorship which stole every
cent of it. Democratic victory
was good for a pat on the
back, but not good enou h
for debt forgiveness,” he
added,

Billions of loans were made
by the Marcos government
during the 21-year regime,
with think tank lbon Founda-
tion saying that the country
weuld continue to pay for

bt trap’ — Locsin

these debts until 2025,

Several groups earlier
warned the Duterte admin-
istration against accepting
loans from China, noting the
experience of countries such
as Sri Lanka which had fallen
into the so-called “debt-trap”
strateﬁy of Beijing. :

In his lecture, Locsin also
said the Philippines under
the Duterte administration
was able to-manage its disa-
greements with China over
territories in the South China
Sea. .

He said the government
was able to do so “without
retreating an inch from our
rightful and inalienable own-
ership of everything within

the widost extent of our sov-
ercign reach in history and
international law.” .

Locsin did not discuss re-
cent activities of China in the
disputed region, including
the construction of various
facilities in features within
the Philippines’ exclusive
economic zohe.

The secretary, however, rec-
ognized that theye are continu-
ing disputes and differences
in the region, not only with
China but with other claimant
states such as Vietnam and
Taiwan. :

“FHungary experienced the
same losses of its historical
territorial extent. But, as said
standing beside the Chinese

BT |

foreign minister, these differ-
ences need not stand in. the
way of mutually beneficial
cooperation in other areas of
common endeavor,” added
Locsin.

Enemy to enemies

Locsin said he has discard-
ed the “friend to all, enemy to

none” policy pursued by his.

predecessors in the Duterte
administration. '

Fle said the Department of
Foreign Affairs has moved on
from the “trusting attitude”
exhibited in the past to adapt
to changing realities of inter-
national affairs, ,

“So in my watch I refined
our foreign policy to ‘friend
to friends, enemy to cnemies,
and a worse enemy to false
friends,”” he added, without
indicating who these “false
fricnds” are. _a

Locsin, however, reitdrai-
ed the so-called “independ-
ent foreign policy” pursued

et b e e e R s e 2

by President Duterte since.
assuming office in 2016.
#When I first addressed
our foreign ministry on my:
assumption of office, I told
them how a truly independ-
ent foreign policy should be-
pursued,” recatled the foreign
affairs secretary, the third to.
serve under the present ad-:
ministration. J ‘
“It is not independent
foreign policy if you simply
switch the master before.
whom you are kneeling.
You are still on your knees
before another master. An
independent foreign policy
means getting off your knees
and on your teet —and stand-
ing up for your country. That
is true indgpendence,” he
noted. %7
And while the Philippine
Constitution renounces war
as an instrument of national
policy, Locsin said it only re-
fers to offensive war and never
to national defense.




Esperon pushes
‘opening’ of WP5

BAGUIO CITY: National Security Ad-
viser Hermogenes Esperon Jr. on
Saturday proposed that the: West
Philippine Sea (South China Sea) be
"internationalized,” or opened to all
Southeast Asian nations and China.

Esperon said he suppoits the idea
of allowing foreign experts to visit
Philippine-occupied islands in the
Kalayaan Island Group (Spratly Group
of Islands) in the West Philippine Sea.

"We are making a study now on
what would it bring about if we
internationalize the features [in the
West Philippine Seaj, meaning there
could be access by others especially
China and Asean (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations),” he told
reporters at the sidelines of the Phil-
ippine Military Academy’s alumni
homecoming,

Esperon said foreign visitors al
the Philippine-occupied islands,
such as the Pag-asa (Thitu) Island,
would include marine biological
researchers or anyone interested to
study the environment.

Reducing the military presence in
the area might also pave the way for
the demilitarization of the South
China Sea, which he said was the
"overall objective.”

‘The Asean and China are final-
izing discussions on the Code of
Conduct that would lay down
guidelines on the peaceful resolu-

tion of territorial disputes.

"I hope non military matters like
safety of life at sea, research and the
like [would be discussed], and again,
the overall objective, the ultimate
objectiveis to demilitarize thearea,”
Esperon said.

But he stressed that opening the
West Philippine Sea did not mean
that the Philippines was giving up its
claims over islands and reefs.

His suggestion for the interna-

tionalization of the sca would be a
symbolic act “welcoming everyone
for the good of humanity.”
. "We may not, at this time, talk
about sovereignty. Wesimply should
talk on what would benefit human-
ity," Esperon said.

Meanwhile, the official welcomed
the proposal of the United States to
conduct freedom of navigational op-
erations at the West Philippine Sea.

Last week, US Indo-Pacific Com-
mand chief Admiral Phil Davidson
told the US Senate that there might
be a collaboration with the United
Kingdom, Japan, France, Austra-
lia, New Zealand and Canada in
stepping up patrols in the South
China Sea.

“'hat is alright with us,” Esperon
said, “But if their intent is to go
1o near the contested areas, it can
become a source of more tension.”

DEMPSEY REYES
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Army has 167 new

scout Rangers, snipers

The Philippine Army has welcomed a new batchof
soldiers with enhanced combat skills. i

~ Brig, Gen, William Gonzales, First Scout Ranger Regiment :

commander, said 146 soldiers finished their Scout Ranger
course while 21 completed sniper training, -~ ey
- Army chief Lt. Gen. Macairog Alberto led the recognition

of the soldiers, who also received their adges in ceremonics
held at Camp Tecson on Wednesday. 2 :

~ The Army said both courses are considered among the
toughest military training, which aims to develop personnel
capability, cohesiveness and combat efficiency. o
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THE NATION'S LEADING NYWEPAPIA

By MARTIN A. SADONGDONG

hilippine National Police (PNP)
SFehief Director General Oscar
' Albayalde led 11 awardees who

e were recognized during the annual
Phlhppme Military Academy (PMA} Alumni
Homecoming held al Fort del Pilarin Bagulo

City on Saturday.
A preduct of PMA Snmg,l,ala Class of

1986, Albayalde was hailed the Cavalior -

Awardee for Connmand and Administration.
His accomplishiments as a seasoned police
official were highlighted by the PMA Alunmi
Assaciation, Inc.

Albayalde was the recipient of a lotal of 58
awards and decorations which “hore wilness
to his outstanding performance in his assign-
ments including a Gold Cross Medal, a PNP
Outstanding Achievemenl Award and three
PNP Heroism Medals among others.”

As the director of the National Capital
Region Police Office (NCRPO) in 2016, Al-
hayalde implemented “practical” programs
for crime prevention and suppression, an
intensified campaign against eriminalily
and illegal drugs, and a sustained internal
cleansing of Metro Manila police’s ranks.

As aresult, 81 percent of respondents in
Metro Manila in a survey conducted by the
Pulse Asia agreed they felt safer beeause of
the campaign against criminality.

He cvenlually took over the reign of
PNP in April, 2018, {ocusing on a program
anchored in institling to the cops discipline
and respect for themselves and the public,

“Ilong Cavalier Award ay ang pinaka-
mataas na award na makakamtan ng isang
PMA alumni, ‘T'his s aclually the most cov-
eted award dahil hindi lahat ng graduate ng
PMA ay nagkakaroon nito,” Albayalde told
reporters,

“Kapag ikaw ay nabigyan nito, ang pride
sa sarili mo at sa ovganization is there,” he
added,

Environmen! and Natural Resources
Seeretary Roy Cimatu, who is a former Chicf
of Stalf of the Armed Forces of the Philip-

- pines and a member of PMA Class of 1979,
- graced Lhis year's alumni homecoming as
*guest of honor and speaker.

Cimatu, alse a Cavalier awardee, thanked
the Cavalier awardees for their courage,
mteguly and loyally which are the founding
principles of every PMAers.

Ag a PMA alwmoni, he cited the 1eammg
he gained as a military man in cffecling
changes in the DENR, especially in leading
the rehabilitaiion of Boracay Island.

Ile then asked the Cavalicrs and mem-
bers of the PMA Alumni Association, Inc.
(PMAAAD to help him in thé rehabilitation
of the Manila Bay.

He also emphasized how “political will,”
which also mirvors President Duterle's cam-
palgn slogan in the 2016 national elections,

* led him Lo where he is right now past the life

of betng & military man,

“The characler building of every cadet
is ingrained in the values of the academy
which has not changed over the years,”
(Amatu said.

_ Rccugﬁizcd
Aside from Albayalde, 10 other PMA
alumni were cited ag Cavalier awardees by

“the PMAAAL

'They were Cavalier for Coast Guard Op-
crations Ronnie Gil Gavan, of PMA’' Maalabh
Class 0f 1993; Cavalier for Special Operationy
Havold Nemeno, of PMA Masikhay Class of
1999; Cavalier for Naval Operations Gilberl
Villareal Jr, of PMA Masinag Class of 1998;
Cavalicr for Police Operations Guillernio
Eleazar, of PMA Hinivang Class of 1987;
Cavalicr for Army Operations Ranton Flores,
of PMA Baniay Laya Class of 1994;

</

Cavalier for Air Operations Rolando Con-
rad Peria ITI, of PMA Kalasag Lahi Class of
1997; Cavalier for Alunini Affairs Leo Angelo
Diel Leuterio, of PMA Maringal Class of 1068,
Cavalicr for Special Ficld Jesus Loteda Jr,
of PMA Mapitagan Class of 1080; Cavalier for
Public Administration Fernando Mesa, of
PMA Makabayan Class of 1975; and Cavalicr
for Private Enlerprise Louic Ticman, of PMA
Magilas Class of 1976,

Among the notable awardees was Cava-
lier Flores of Class 1984,

Flores has the distinction of being the
only batlalion commander who was given the
responsibiiily of leading iwo commanding
hattalions in twe major military oporations
ina span of two years,

He was assigned as Lhe comimndmg of-
ficer of the Philippine Army's 32nd Infantry
(DAREDREVIL) Batlalion, 11th Infantry Divi-
ston (6318, 111D) lasked to operate againsi
the Abu Sayyaf Group in Sulu; and the 63rd
Infanlry (INNOVATOR) Batialion, 8ID in
the liberation of Marawi City against Maute
terror group,

During the battte of Marawi in 2017,
Flores was critleally wounded while leading
his unil in a fierce firefight while extricating
{roops in the last enemy stronghold.

For this feat, he was awarded the Order
of Lapu-Lapu (Kdmpllan) by President
Duterte.

Another distinel awardee was Bleazar,
tiie Cavalier for Police Operations, whose
caieer as a policeman lurned a major eleva-




tion when he was appointed the director

of the PNP Antl-Cybercrime Group GGG

jn January 2016.

In July, 2016, Bleazar was appuinted
as the distvict director of the Quezon City
Police District (QCPLI) where Hepusheda
relentless campaign againslillegaldrugs
and criminality. . . ‘

By late 2017, a National Police Com-
mission (Napolcom) survey showed
QCPD was chosen as the Most Trasted
Police Distriet.

Tleazar then beeame the regloral di-
rector of the Calabarzon Police Regional
Office (PRO-4A) in April, 2018.

Two months later, he was promoted

as the regional ditector of the NCRPO,
replacing Albayalde, who ihen became
the PNP chief with the retirement of
Ronald dela Rosa. -

Since leading the NCRPO, the region
expericnced a 54 percent decrease inthe
index crime volume, * :

“Nagpapasalamat ako sa huinubuo ng
PMA Alumni Association, Inc. for hestow-
ing me this prestigious award, Alam mo,
itong Cavalier Award ¢l pinapangarap
ng lahat ng graduale ng PMA so ito ay
magslsilbi sa aking inspivasyon na onmy
remaining yeavs in the scrvice ay lalo ko
pang papaigtinginat papagandahin ‘yong
serbisyo,” Bleazar said,
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He focused his leadership on
achieving a {ruly disciplined
organization

By Eimer N. Manuel

" The Philippine Military Academy
(PMA) on Saturday conferred the
Cavalier Award on Philippine National
Police (PNP) chief Director General
Oscar Albayalde and National Capital
Region Police Office (NCRPQ) Director
Guillermo Eleazar during the PMA's
annual alwmni gathering.

Alhayalde and Eleazar were among the
{1 alummi of the PMA who received the
award — the highest recognition givento a
PMA alumnus or ahnnna with outstanding
achievements in their respective fields.
© The PMA cited Albayalde (PMA Class
1986) for his command and administration
as head of the NCRPO and for his drive to
cleanse the ranks of the PNP as its head,

“As Metro Manila’s Top Cop, PDG

Albayalde strictly implemented practical
programs. for crime prevention and -
suppréssion, an intensified campalgn |

against crintinality and illegal drugs, and
t}_sustainqd internal cleansing of NCRPO's

ALBAYALDE

ranks which proved to be an answer (o the
worgening erime sitnation in Metro Manila,”
the PMA said.

““As PNP Chief, he foctsed his leadership-

on achioving a truly disciplined organization

‘while implementing a massive internal

cleansing program anchored on firm

disciptine and respéct for oneself and the

pubHe,” the PMA added.

. The Daily Tribune had catlier cited

Albayalde 2s “Peace and Order Personality

of 2018" for performing his dutles effectively

Page: __mj

with a singleminded determination and
without fanfare,

Meanwhile, Eleazar was recognized
for his efforts against itiegal drugs and
organized ctime as then district director
of the Quezon City Police District (QCPD).

_ “He pushed a relentless drive against
illegal drugs and other forms of criminality
in Quezon Gity, getting big criminal groups
along the way. By late 2017, QCPD was
chosen as the Most Trusted Polico District
per Napolcomn surveys,” the PMA said,

Nine other PMA alumni also each
received the Cavalier Award: Ronnie Gil
Gavan (PMA Class 1983, for Coast Guard
Operations); Philippine Army Sniper
Task Group Commander Harold Nemefio
{PMA Class 1998, for Special Operations);
SEAL Unit Commander Gilbert Villareal
{PMA Class 1898, for Naval Operations);
Ramon Fiores (PMA Class 1094, for Army

. Operations);Director for Operations of

bth Fighter Wing Rolando Pefta IIf (PMA
Class 1097, for Air Operations); Leo Angelo
Tieuterio (PMA Class 1998, for Alumni
Affalrs); Jesus Lomeda Jr. (PMA Class 1980,
for Special Field); Fernando Mesa (PMA
Class 1976, for Publjc Administration) and
Louie Tiomax {PMA Class 1876, for Private
Enterprise).
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PIHLIPPING National
Police chief, Pirector
General Osear 1), Albay-
alde and National Capi-
tal Region Police Office
chief, Divector Guiller-
moe Lorenzo 1. Eleazar
yeslerday were honored
at Fort del Pilay in Ba-
guio City by their fel.
low Cavaliers after they
wore adjudged as
amony the Top 11 Phil-
ippine Military Acade-
my awardees duving
their annual alumni
homecoming.

Albayalde, a member of
I'MA ‘Binagtala’ Clazs of
1986 and Bleazur of PMA
‘Tinivang Class of 1987 ve-
ceived the Lop PMA Cava-
lier Award for police com-
mand and administration
and police operations. Al-
hayalde , a true-blue son of
Pampangs was cited for hig
oulstanding accomplish-
ment as head of the Na-

tional Capital Region oo
lice Oftice and fater the PNP
whore he beeame known for

his major anli-erimo and .

anti-lereor aceamplishments
us well ag hs no-nonsense
internal eleansing program.
Albayalde veplaced his mis-
{ah, now senalorial eandi-
dato Ronald ‘Bate’ M. dela
Rusa ng PNP chiel on April
19 lasl year.

-Eleazar gol the award
as head of the Quoezon City
Police District where ho
steered the Q.C's IMinesl
inlo being the top police dis-
trict in Metro Manila with
its oulstanding drive
against criminality specifi-
cally illegal drug trallicking
amt abuse, rogucs in uni-
forns, terrovism and olhior
criminals in the sireets.

" The Cavalier Award is
the Bighest recognition giv-
en to Peemayers or PMA
wenduates who have distin-
guished themsclves with
their oufstanding achieve-
menls in {heir respective
fields.

“As Metro Manila's Top.

Cop, 100G Albayalde strict-
ly- implemented practical
progriuns for erimo preven-
{ion and suppression, -an
intensificd  campaign
against eriminality and ik
logal drugs, and a sus-
toined intemal cleansing of
NCRP®’s ranks which
proved to be an answor lo
the worsening erime situa-
tion in Metro Manila,” the
P'MA said,

Eleazar, a native of
Pagkawayan, Guezon was
conferred the Cavalier
Award for his unrelenting
campaign against illegal
drugs and organized erime
when he was still the QCPD
direclor,

“Ie pushed a relenticss
drive against itlegal drugs
and olher forms of crimi-
nality in Quezon Cily, got-
ting big cviminal groups
along the way., By late
2017, QCPD was chosen
as the Most Frusted Police
Distriet per Napoleom sur-
veys,” the PMA said.

Nine uther BPMA alnmni
alse received the ['MA Cav-
alier Aweard yesierday, They
are Romnie Gil Gavan of
PMA Clags 1993 tor Coast
Cuard Operations; Philip-
pine Aviny Sniper Task
Group Commander Harold
Nemedio of PMA Class 1998
for Special Operations;
SEAL Unit Commander Gil-
hert Villavead of PMA Class
1998 for for Naval Opera-
tions; Ramon Floves of PMA
Class 1984 for Army Opaer-
ations;

Air Force Sth Fighter
Wing Divector for Opera-

" tions Relando Peiia I of
PMA Class 1997 ar Air Op-
crations; Divector Teo An-
yelo Leuterio of PALA ‘Mar-
ingal’ Class of 1988 for
Alunini Afflaivs;  Jesus
Lonieda dr. of PMA Class
1080 for Special Field;
Fernando Mesa of PMA
Class for PPublic Adminis-

“teation and retived olice
[Yreclor Luizo Tieman of
PMA Class 1976 for Pri-
vile Eulorpriscj
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-' ?!x{l:gay'alde leads PMA Cavalier 2019 awardees

Phillppine National Police chief,
Director General Oscar Albayalde,
was halled as the Cavaller Awardee
for Command and Administration,
leading the 11 awardess who
were recognized during the an-
niat Phillppine Military Academy
Alumnl Homecoming in Fort del
Pilar in Baguio City yesterday.

A product of the PMA “Sinag-

tala” Class of 1986, Albayalde’s

accomplishments as a seasoned
i police officer was highlighted by
the PMA Alumni Association Inc,
Albayalde was the reciplent of
a total of 58 awards and decora-
tiens which “bore witness to his
outstanding performance in his as-
signments, including a Gold Cross

| Medal, a PNP Outstanding Achleve- -

. ment Award, and three PNP Hero-
lsm Medals, among others.”
As the director of the National

Capital Reglon Police Office in

{2016, Albayalde implemented
“practical” programs for crime
prevention and suppression, an
intensified campalgn  against
criminality and itegal drugs, and
a sustalned Internal cleansing of
the Metro Manlia palice ranks.

As a result, 81 percent of re-

spondents in Metro Manila in a
survey conducted by the Pulse
Asia agreed they felt safer be-
cause of the campaign against
criminality.

He eventually took over the

reins of the 190,000-strong PNP
in April 2018, focusing on a pro-
gram anchored in instilling to the
cops discipline and respect for
themselves and the public.
. Environment. and Natural Re-
sources Secretary Roy Clmatu,
who Is a former Chief of Staff of
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines and a member of the PMA
Class of 1970, graced this year's
alumni homecoming as guest of
honor and speaker.

Cimatu, also a Cavalier awardee,
thanked the Cavalier awardees for
their courage, integrity, ‘and loy-
alty which are the founding prin-
ciples of every PMAer,

As a PMA alumni, he cited the .
learnings he gained as a military
man In effecting changes in the
Department of Environment and
Natural ~Resources,-  especlally
in leading the rehabilitation
of Boracay Island. (Martin
Sadongdong) \ 3

Page: }2/
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Albayalde,
top PMA awardees

By Alfred

Dalizon

PHILIPPINENatlonal Po-
lice chief Director General
Oscar D. Albayatde and
National Capital Region
Police Office chief Direc-
tor Guitlermo Lorenzo T,
Cleazar yesterday were
honored at Fortdel Pilarin
Baguio City by their fel-
low Cavalters as among
the Top 11 Philippine Mil-
ftary Academy awardees
during their annual alum-,
ni homecoming.

Albayalde,amemberof
PMA ‘Sinagtala’ Class of
1986, and Eleazar of PMA
‘Hinirang’ Class of 1987
received the top PMA Cav-
alier Award for policecom-
mand and admindstration
and police operations. Al-
bayalde, a true-blueson of

Pampanga was cited for
his outstanding accom-
plishinent as head of the
National Capital Region
Police Office and later the
PNP where he became
known for his major anti-
crime and anti-terror ac-
complishments as well as
his no-nonsense internal
¢cleansing program. Albay-
alde replaced his mistah,
now senatorial candidate
Renald ‘Bato” M. delaRosa
as PND Chief on April 19
last year.

Eleazar got the award
ashead of the Quezon City
Police District where he
steered Q.C.'s Finest into
being the top policedistrict
in Metro Manila with its
oulstanding drive a%ainst
criminality specilicallyille-
gal drug trafficking and
abuse, rogues in uniform,
terrorism and other crimyi-
nals on the street.

'The Cavalier Award is
thehighestrecognitiongiv-
cn to Peemayers or PMA
gradualeswhohavedistin-
guished themselves with
their outstanding achieve-

ALBAYALDE
ments in their respective
fields bringing pride and
honor to ihe cotntry’s top
military institution.
Thewinnersareselected
byaPMAAATboard ofjudg-
es which screens the cangi-
datesbeforethey arefinally
giventhehighestrecognifion
‘thatcanbegivenbythe Acad-
emytoilsgraduates worthy
of enwulation by others,
*As Metro Manila’s
Top Cop, PG Albayalde
strictly impletented prac-
tical programs for crime
prevention and suppres-
sion, an intensified cam-
paign against criminality
and itlegal drugs, and a

sustained internal cleans- -

ing of NCRPO's ranks
which proved tobe anan-
swertotheworseningcrime
situationinMetroManila,”
the PMA saicl.

“As PNP Chief, he lo-
cused his leadership on
achieving a truly disci-
plingd organization while
implementingamassivein-
ternal cleansing program
anchoredonfirmdiscipline
andrespectforoneselfand
the public,” the PMA add-
ed.

Eleazar, a native of
Tagkawayan, Quezonwas
conferred the Cavalier
Award for his unrelenting
campaign against illegal
drugsand organized crime
whenhe wasstill the QCPD
director.

“Flepushed arelentless
drive against illugal drugs
and other forms of crimi-

«

2017, QCPD was

Eleazar

)

ELEAZAR
nalily inQuezon City, get-
ting bi% criminal groups
along the way. { late
chosen
as theMost Trusted Police

“District per Napolcomsur-
ﬁ P

veys,” the PMA said,

Nine sther PMA alum-
ni also received the PMA
Cavalier Award yesterday.
Theyare RonnieGil Gavan
of PMA Class 1993 for
Coast Guard Operations;
Philippine Army Sniper
Task Group Commander
Havold Nemeito of PMA
Class 1998 for Special
Operations; SEAL Unit
commanderGilbert Vitlag-
eal of PMA Class 1998 for
Naval Operations; Ramon
Flores of PMA Class 1994
for Ammy Operations;

Air Torce 5th Fighter-
Wing Director for Opera-
tions Rolande Peia 11 of
PMA Class 1997 or Air
Operations; Director kco
Angelo Leuterie of PMA
‘Maringal’ Class of 1938
for Alumni Affairs; Jesus
LomedaJr. of PMA Class
1980 for Special Fleld;
Fernando Mesa of PMA
Class for Public Adminis-
Iration and retired Police
Director Luizo Tieman of .
PMA Class 1976 for Pri-
vateFnterprise. :

Leuterioiscurrently the
depuly head of the PNP
Internal Affairs Service
while Ticman used tobea
former PNP Director for
Luogistics. His classmates
include former PNP chief
Jesus A, Verzosa. L

Page: 2’



Peace covenant

for honest polls

sighed in Bataan

BALANGA City, Bataan: Municipal, provincial and congres-
sional candidates on Saturday signed a peace covenant at
the Saint Joseph Cathedral here for honest and peaceful
mid-term elections in Bataan, ‘

The Bataan police, the Army's 48th Infantry Battalion,

the Commission on Elections and the Parish Pastoral
Council for Responsible Yoting sponsored the covenant.

Candidates in each of Bataan's 11 townsand acity signed
Integrity Pleclge Boards where they pledged to abide by te-

nets of the Constitution, election laws, ules and regulations

and respect the sanclily of the electoral exercise, .
Bishop Ruperto Santos of the Diocese of Balanga

advised the electorate not to vote for candidates based

merely on names but on what they have accomplished.

The Bataan prelate said the candidates to be chosen
should be honest, industrioys and helpful,

“They should help not themsclves but others, nottheir
families but the commumnity. They should be-ready o
make sacrifices to serve,” Santos added.

Senior Supt, Marcelo Dayag, Bataan police diredlor,
said he was hopefid that like in past elections in Bataan,
the May 13 electoral exercise would be peaceful,

“There is no recorded election hotspot in Bataan,”

he said: % ,
'Iesigning of the covenant saw Santos leading a Catholic

prayer, Iman Lassan Macacua reciting the Mustim prayer

and Pastor Thonny ‘lombac leading a Cluistian prayer,
Doves were later released. ERNIE B, ESCONDE

AT




Madrigal seeks dialogue
on recruitment of %tud@nts

.BAGUIO ciry: x\lmed l'orces ch:ef Gen.

Benjamin Madrigal Jr. wants a dia-
logue with officials of the Commis-
sion on Higher Education (CHEd),
the Department of Education (Deplid)

“and members of the academe to tackle

the recruitment of students by the

_(‘(muuunisl lll()VEIHQ?HL :

Madrigal said he was saddened by the
death of a veterinary medicine student
from the University of the Philippines
(UP) Los Banos, one of those killed in
an encounter between soldiers and com-

“munist rebels at the boundary of Quezon

and Laguna last week.

“Itis right for students to exercise their
academic freedom but let us remind them
there is a limit to being a revolutionary
and of cowrse, having sense of national-
isin,” he told reporters.

A member of the New People’s Army
was also killed in the firefight.

The Southern Luzon Command
confirmed that a student, identified
as John Carlo Capistrano Albetto, was
killed. Ie allegedly joined the NPA

in January. .
It was not the ﬁtsl time 111 il a suulent

was killed in an encounter between com-

munist rebels and soldiers,

‘In 2017, Josephine Lapira, an alleged
member of the Gabriela party-list, was
killed in an encounter with troops in

Nasugbu, Batangas.

|

Brig. Gen, Ldgard Arevalo, lmhmy

spokesman, appealed to parents and

school officials to prevent students hom
~ joining rebel organizations,

1He said pavents and school officials

~ should be aware of the students’ where-

abouts, and what groups they had joined,
“The CGPP (Communist Parly of the
Philippines)-NPA terrorists continue to
lurk in ourschools and communities spy-
ing for new rectuits to fill the dwindling
number of their cadres,” Arevalo said in
a statement.
“Be on the lookout, Report the presence
of these unscrupulous individuals to your

- AP and allow us to save your children
and sludenlq * he added. :

DEMPSEY REYES
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- Militiaman nabbed for guns, explosives
 PILAR, Bataan - A member of the Cilizen Armed
- Forces Geographical Unit was arrested in this city on

Friday for illegal possession of firearms, ammunition and
explosivesielil - Gii il it el el A i

- Senior Inspector Francis Jimenez, Pilar police chief, said
asearch on the house of Ronaldo Tangente, 33, yielded
an unlicensed caliber .38 revolver, ammunition and a rifle
grenade, T o i

- The suspect, a former New People’s Army rebel, is now

with the 70th Infantry Battalion based in Laur, Nueva Feija,
Police said the raid on Tangente’s house was based on

‘asearch warrant issued by a local court amid complaints
[rom his neighbors that he fires his gun whenever he was
drgnk i s s B et

- The suspect is-'alsii fa 'ih'g.c.:hargcs'fd:l"\'ridléili&;n oflhe e
election gunban. T A = Raffy Viray
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THE NATION'S LYADING NXWOPAPYA

Be wary of Reds' recruitment
schemes, AFP tells youth

Mililary officials yesterday warned
members of the youth seclon, especially
siudeutsﬂnd‘vpungpmfessimmls,agninst
faliing prey lo the reeruitment schemes of
communist rebels.

“Anolher stadent has fallen prey to
the deceitful scheme of the terrorist Conl-
numist Pacly ofthe Philippines - New1’co-
ple's Armiy. Under the guise of so-called
{mmersion, idealistic young men and
wonien — mostly sindents - were handed
poisoned chalices hy CPI-NPA cadres,”
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFDP)
spokesperson Brig. Gen. Wdgard Avevalo,
said when asked lo comment on reports
{hat a Universily of the Philippines-Los
Baitog (UL velerinary student, alleg-
edly reeruited by the rebels, was killed in

‘a clash with military wnits in Laguna on

Thursday morning.

spfter heing initially led tothe country-
side allegiedly to cxperience fife with the
people, these young menand womenwere
constantly brain-washed about pereeived
social ills, their emolions aroused, untit
they ave ripe for the tevrorist movement.
They werereeruited, taughtiowield arms,
and eventually meet their untimely and

unfortunate death fighting government

security forces,! Arevalo sald in message -
to the Philippine News Agency (PNA).
| Fe said AFP Chief-of-Stall Get. Ben-

i

-+ jamin Madzigat Jr: strongly condemms this

pvil design of the CPP-NPA.
j The NPA is considered a lerrorist

rrganization by the United States and
suropean Union.

I “Tjme and again, he admonishes the

ﬁmut.h, especially students and young
professionals; to be very discerning about
neople who orgroups that approachthem,
g‘hey should 1ot ailow themselves to be
iisted by nice sweet-talidng individuals
wheo'll lead them to perdition,” he added.
"We therefore appeal to the patents,

andfothe schools officials whoshould take

N

full vesponsibifity and cuslody over chil-
dven while in schools under the docirine
of loco parentis, to guide their childreny/
students,” e said. ’

The docivine of toco parentis refers
to the legal responsibility of a person or
organization {operform the functions and
responsibilities of a pavenl,

Check on your childiren
The AR spokesperson alsoreminded
all pavents andschool ofticials lo he mind-
fulof their child's whereabouts atalltimes
agide from heing aware of the organiza-
tions they are Joining.

“The NPA ferrotists continue to hik '

in our schools and communities spying for
new reeriits tofill the dwindling number of
theircadres. Beonthelookout. Report the
Preschees ofthese unscrupulous individu-
als to your AFP and allow us to save your
children/students,” Arevalo said.

Meanwhile, AFP public aftaivs oflice.

chief Col, Noel Detoyato said the entire na-
tion, nol only themilitary and government,
must condenm the efforts of the com-
munist rebels (o infiltrate the youth and
sludent sectors as part of their initiative
to recruil inore members for theji canse.

“We call that infiliration of the youth
and student seclor and exploiting their
vulnerabilities, The case of the UPLB
student is ancther proof of sludent sce-
tor exploitation of the CPP-NPA-NDF

_(Natlonal Democratic Front)," he said in

amoessage to PNA,

~ Detoyato added that such actions by
fhe NPAs should be strongly condemned
by all Filipinos as the youth is the country's

future,

"fhe schools are supposed to be
places where patriotism, discipline and
nation-building are being inculeated
to our children but the CPP-NPA-NDIF
{are) explq'ht(mg) these places,” he said.
(PNA) '

¥
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THE NATION'S LEZADING NXWIPAYIA

Pursuit of tlecing NPA rebels

tg,ppg,d up by Army in Bukidnon

By MIKE 1) I‘RISMUNBQ o

CAMI' BANCASI, Buluun City - -The

_avea conmmand of the Army's Northoeast-

ern and Novthern Mindanao 4thinfantry
(Diamond) Division (4th ID) on Saturday
ordered o widg hol-pursuil operalion
against the flecing conununist-Now
Peoplo's Aviny (NPA) terrorlsts In Green
Valloy avea, Barangay Dalwangan, Malay-
balay Cily, Bukiduon provinee,

Capt. ltegio IL Go, Public Affairs Of
fice (PAOY officer of the 4lh IN also gaid
Brig, Gen. Franco Neinesio M. Gacal,
commanding genevalof the 4th ID also oi-
dered Col. Jdgardo ¥, De Leon, command-
ing officer of the Army's 403rd Infanlry
(Peaccnaler) Brigade hased in Bukidnon
provineo, to secwre the villagers who are

contimously glven security assislanee by

1si Special Forces Battatlion's Conumunity
Suppori Program (UstSIUn-CS1) in Ma-
layhalay City and neighboring aveas,
The arca commund of the 4lh ID
tssued the diveelive afler combat inancu-
vering Lroops of the 1st SFBh encounleted
Thursday evening anundetormined num-
ber of heavily armoed NPA lervorisls in
Green Valley avea, where four conununist

insurgenis and 2 government troopers

_ were killed white unidetermined numiber

of other rebels were helieved wounded,
Capt, Go. sald.

One Army soldier of the Ist SI'Bnwug
also wounded in thel gunbatile, he sald,

Combal mancuvering troops. of the

st SF'Bn also selved front the slain reb-

ols 2 M6 Armulite vifles; 2 inexploded -

anti-personnel mines; 200 meter wires,
ammunition, magazines for M16 rifte,

- homb-making malerials and personal

holongings of NPA, the Ath ID PAO of-
ficer sald..

Tdentities of the slai rehels. e not
immadiately known,

Upon requestoftho vitlagers, Capl. Go
satd government troops wore conducting

- CSD activitios in Green Valley arca when
“engaged members of GPP-NPA Novth-

Centeal Mindanao Rogional Commitiee,
“Villagers lhere also requested to
sel-up Patvol Base in {he soid community
{o agsist and secure them due Lo the pres-
chee of the NPA terrorists that bolhered
their conmuttily and foreed then o give
money and goods from the pouliry form,”
claimed the 4th 1D PAO ofliu,n, inaphone

Intevvlew on Saturday. ¢

.
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Don't get immersed’

By Efmor K. Manuel ot to be seduced by l)lollllsc‘i
. _ . of -an ideal socicly by the

The Armed Forces of the Communist Party of Lhe
Philippines {AFP) directly Philippines-New People’s Army
addreessed the youll yestorday Turn fo page 6
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Don't get ‘immersed’

Doctrine of loco parentis refers to the legal responsibility
of a person or organization to perform the functions and )

responsibilities of a parent i

From page 1

(CPP-NPA) following the death of a University of the Philippines-Los Bafios
(UPLB) student in an encounter beiween the rebels and military forces.
“Another student has fallen prey to the deceitful scheme of the terrorist
CPP-NPA, Under the guise of a so-called immersion, idealistic young men and
women, mostly students, were handed poisoned chalices by robel cadres,”
Al'P spokesman Brig, Gen. Edgard Arevalo sald.
A UPLB veterinary student, allegedly recruited by the rebels, was
killed in the clash. _
In a stalement, Avevalo said the military and its chiof of staff, /
Gen, Benfamin Madrigal du., strongly condemned the “evil design”
of the CPP-NPA, adding it only misleads the youth,
“Fime and again, Madrigal admonishes the youth — especially
students and young professienals -- to be very discerning about
people or groups that approach them,” he said. o
“Aftor being initially led to the countryside .allegedly to
experlence life with the people, these young men and women
were constantly brainwashed about penceived social ills,
their emotions aroused, until they are ripe for the tercorist -
movement. They were recruited, taught to wield arms and
eventitally meet their untimely and unfortunate death
fighting government securily forces,” he added.
The NPA is considered a terrorist arganization by the
Uniled States and Furopean Union,

The entire nation, not only the military and
government, must condexn the efforts of
the communist rebels to Infiltrate the

youth, o ,

The youth should not allow themselves toba =~
misled hy nice sweet-talking individuals who'll _
lead them to pordition,” he explained. S




Loco parentis

And while commiserating with the
parents of the slain student and many
others led astray by the rebels, Areval
urged school officials to take full
responsibility and guide childven while %,
in schools,

“We thevefore appeal to the parents and to
the school officials who should take full responsibility
and custody over children while in schools under the
doctrine of loco paventis to guide their children or
students,” he said.

The doctrine of loco parentis refera to the
legal responsibility of a person or organization
to perform the functions and lesponslbllitles
of & pavent. s

The AFP spokesman also reminded ;
paronts and school officials to
be mindful of their children’s/
whoreabouts at all times aside
from being aware of the /
organizations they are joining. .

Favorite haunt ’ g
“The NPA ferrorists

continue to lurk in our
schools and communities spying for new recruits to fill the dwindlmg number

of thoir cadres. Be on the lookout. Report tho presences of these unserupulous
individuals to your AFP and allow us to save your children/students,” Arvevalo
said,

Meanwhile, AFP public affairs office chief Col, Noel Detoyato said the entire
nation, not only the milltary and government, must condemn the efforts of the
cmnnumlst rebels to infiltrate the youth and student sectors as part of their initiative
to voeruit more members to their cause. )

“(They engagoe in) infiltration of the youth and student sector and exploiting
their vulnerabilities, The ease of the UPLB student is another proof of student
sector exploitation of the CPP-NPA-NDF (National Democratic Front),” he. said.

Under the guise of so-called immersion, idealistic young men and
women, mostly students, were handed poisoned chalices,
Dotoyato added such actions by the NPA should be strongly condemned by all

Filipinos as the youth are the country’s future,
“Flig schools are supposed to be places where patrietism, discipline and
nation-butlding are being inculeated in onr ehildren but the CPP-NPA-NDF (are)

oxploit(ing) these places,” he sald.

Young life sacrificed

A social media post revealed the slain veterinary medicine student, John Carlo
Caplstrano Alberto, reportedly joined the NPA in Jannary 2010, according to fellow
students,

The encounter happened in Sltlo Pinamintian, Barangay San Buenaventura,
TLuislana, Laguna around 9 a.m,, according to the blog eiting Army 2nd Infantry
Division information officer Capt. Patrick Jay Retumban.

Two woman NPA members were also wounded in the encounter.

The military scized from the NPA improvised explosives, detonator, tonts, cight
mobile phones and a computer tablet.

I November 2017, another UP student, Josephine Lapira, allegedly a member of
women's left-leaning group Gabriela, was also killed in an encounter.
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Be wary of Reds’
o recruitment schemes:
Military to youth

The military yesterday warned members of the youth
sector; especially students and young  professionals,
against falling prey to the recruitiment schemes of com-
munistrebels,

- “Another student has fallen prey to the decsitful
scheme of the terrorist Communist Party of the Philip-
pines-New People’s Army. Under the gulse of so-catled”
immersion, idealistic Young men and women — mostly
students ~ were handed poisoned chalices by CPP-NPA
cadres,” Armed Forces of the Philippines spokesperson
Brig. Gen. Edgard Arevalo'said when asked to comment
on reports claiming that a University of the Philippines-
Los Bafios veterinary student, allegedly recruited by the
rebels, was killed In a clash with the mifltary in Laguna
Thursday, S )

“After belng initially led to the countryside aflegedly to
experience life with the people, these young men and
women were constantly brain-washed about percelved |
social ills, thelr emotions aroused, untit they are ripe for '
the terrorist movemert, They were recruited, taught
to wield arms, and eventually meet: their untimely and
unfortunate death fighting government security forces,”
Arevalo sald, - )

He also said that AFP Chief of Staff Gen, Berjamin
Madrigal Jr, strongly condemns this evil design of Com-
munist Party of the Philippines-NpA commeinists,

The NPA Is considered a terrorist orgartization by the
United States and European Unlon,

“Time and agaln, he admonishes the youth, especially
students and young professionals, to be very discern-
ing abowt people who or groups that approach them,
They should not allow themselves to be misled by nice ;
sweet-talking individuats who'll fead them to perdition,”
he atdlded.

And while commiserating with the parents of this un-
fortunate student and many others led astray by the reb-
efs, Arevalo urged school officials to take fudl respengibil-

ity and guide children while in schools. (PNA) Fz

————




Infimbestigahan ngayon ng mga
awloridad ang posibilidad na nilikida
ng kanilang kiusan ang dalawan
lepanib ng New People’s Army (NPA
sa Kidapawan City, North Cotabato,
kamakatlan,

Ang dalawang napatay ay kinilala
ni Kidapawan City Police chief, Supt,

“pinagbabaril sa

Ramet Hojilfa, nasina Russel Sumatra,
alyas “Marga”, 41, may-asawa, ng 61-1
Fatima Village, Bajada, Davao City,
at Oscar Nabonita, ng Purok 4, Bgy.
POblacion, Magpet ng nabanggit na

- lafawigan,

Ayon kay Hojilla, ang dalawa
ay sakay ng motorsikio nang dikitan
umanoe ng riding in kindem bagosila

&197.011 Boulevard ng
naturang hugar.

Mabilis namang tumakas ang mga
suspek data ang dalawang sting bag
nina Nabonita at Sumakra na posible
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inutas ng kilusan?

umanong naglalaman ng mga baril,
Dead on the spot ang dalawa
dahil sa mga tama ng bala sa kantlang

» katawan.

Kaugnay nito, sinabi ng mga
awtoridad na inamin umano ni Ka

- Rebu Bonifacio na kasamaban nila

sa Guerilla Front Committee 53 ang
dalawang biktima.

Ayon kay Bonifacio, walang
kinalaman ang Kilusan sa pagpaslang
saclalawaatitinwrdang mgaawtoridad
na nasa fikod nginsi(F nte,

‘b} Fer Taboy
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. ZAMBOANGA CITY -
Bomb explosions hit near
a school in Patikul, Suly,
wheie a medical mission
was being held yesterday.

No one was reported
hurt, but it caused panic
among, those who attended '
the aclivity at the 'Tanum
Elementary School,
according to Col. Gerry
Besana, Wostern Mindanao
Command (Westmincom)
spokestnan,

Boesana said the bandits
fired 60mun moviar
rounds.

He said personnel of the
6th Special Forces Battalion
led by Li. Col. Diosdado
Pambid conducted, ..
the medical mission
intended for residents of
Barangays Tanum, Sandah,

" ehlef, 55‘1':;1'.”’1;;’
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Bomb blasts disrupt
AFP medical
mission in Sulu

JPatikul Higa and Kadday
Mampallam.

Besana saiel the
explosions occurred while
pursuit operations for
a group of bandits thal

" soldiers cncountered

in Barangay Igasan on
Thursday were engoing,
“We strongly condemn
this terrorist atlack, which
resulted in the disruption
of basic services delivery
to the people, They bring
nothing but desiruction
that... retards achievement
of peace and development
in Suly,”, Lt Gen Amwel, |
lela;Vega, Westmincony
. Assaldier and foiix Abu
Sayyaf-bandits have beon
killed in the clashes since
Thursday. - Roel Pareiio




Marawi demol‘itidn starts
despite warning vs bombs

MARAW! CITY, Lanao del Sur: Despite’

warning from the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AIP) that some
49 unexploded ordnances (UXOs)
were not yet retrieved from the
ground zero or the Marawi siege’s
most affected area (MAA), the Na-
tional Housing Authority (NHA)
has started demolishing structures
inside the MAA. _

- The demolition that started
on Thursday was part of an
inter-agency in charge of reha-
bilitating the city.

UXOs are explosive weapons
that did not explode when they
were employed but still pose risks
of detonation even decades after
they were used or discarded.

This was the main reason given by
the AFP on why no one was allowed
fovisit ground zero as the explosives
pose great danger to lives,

* A Luzon contractor, CJI General
Services, which won the contract
to clear sectors 2 to 9 of the MAA,

began with the demolition of a

ruined property owned by Marawi
Mayor Majul Gandamra on Os-
mefia Street in Barangay Sangkay,
located inside sector 5.

[kmat Bantuas, an NHA engi-
neer, said Gandamra’s building
was one of the 409 structures
whose owners consented to de-
molition of their property.

Bantuas added that there were
guidelines for the demolition such
as the owners must be present du-
ring the demolition, and that all
the concerned agencies would sign
for the demolition permit.

He said residents who did not
consent to demolition would be
respected, but they might not

.Y

be able 0 mquest government

assistance should they change

their mind later.
Some owners refused to allow
the demolition of their property

- for fear that they might not get

them back,

But the Task Force Bangon
Marawi has repeatedly assured that
all demolished property will be
returned to right{ul owners.

There are 6,800 structures
inside the 250-hectare MAA, com-
posed of nonhabitable, hazardous
and partly destroyed houses and
buildings, according to the NHA,

The affected structures will
be evaluated and identified by
the three government agency-
members of the Inter-Agency
Committee on Debris Clearing,
which includes the NHA and the
local government unit,

Edsel Alan Manigbas, deputy
project manager of CJI, said they ex-
pect to finish the demolition works
in eight months ~— or four months
if the weather condition permits,
especially if property ownets coop-
erate in completing the demolition
earlier than scheduled. ]

Henoted that one ofthe challenges
they were facing was time spent on
waiting for the owners because they
could not proceed with the demoli-
tion without the latter's presence.

It was said the demolition of
structures destroyed during the five-
month war between government
forces and the Islamic State-inspired
Maute Group in 2017 promised a
fresh start for a ruined city whose

" majority of residents remain dis-

placed in temporary shelters.
MASIDING NOOR YAHYA
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S HILDREN'S organization Save the
Children Philippines on Saturday
Jealled on rebels and government

forces to ensure the safety of children
in conflict-torn areas, e specm]ly in

Mindanao.

Albert Muyot, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Save the
Children Philippines, said
armed conflicts put an end
(o children’s future as thou-
sands get killed in firefights.
Many more miss out on
schools and suffer hunger
and sickness.

“The impact of conflict
on children is deep, devas-
tating and lifelong,” Muyot
said as he appealed to rebels
and state forces to ensure
children in contlict areas
are safe from abduction,
detention and displace-
ment, and that their rights
are respected.

“Schools-and health cen-

ters must be treated as zones

of peace and protection

and every child is protected

from rape and sexual vio-
lence,” he added,

The group’s 64-page re-
port released on Saturday
said that at least 350,000
people were displaced by
the five-month long siege
in Marawi City, which
broke out in May 23, 2017,
Of these, 45.71 percent or
160,000 were children.

With 24 of the 96 baran-
gays in the city destroyed, at
feast 62,000 students had
missed school.

The breakdown of es-

. sential public services such
as health care, water supply
+ and sanitation also resulted

in diseases, hunger and inse-

_curity among nursing moth-

ers and children, the report
indicated.

Muyot said the psycho]og,l
cal effects and severe emotion-
al distress could last beyond
the end of the conflict..

In 2017, at least 30 chil-

dren were recruited and

were used as human shield

by armed groups such as the
Bangsamoro Islamic Free-
dom Fighters, New People’s
Army and the Maute Group.

Large-scale recruitiment of
children was also reported
at the height of the Marawi
siege.

Sixty attacks on schools
were recorded,

Al least 33 children were
killed or maimed during the
siege, while thiee cases of rape
of girls aged as youngas 14 by

the Maute Group were verified
by the United Nations.

“Everyday, children face
the threat of being killed or
maimed, recruited by armed
groups, abducted, falling
victim to sexual violence,
seeing their school autacked
or humanitarian aid denied,
In many cases; children are
specifically targeted,” said
the group,

Save the Children called
on the global community
to strengthen campaigns 1o
protect children from wai
and armed conflict,

At least 100,000 infants

worldwide die yearly due to

armed conflict and its indi-
rect effects such as hunger,
displacement, lack of health
care access and sanitation.
The group's report also
revealed that 420 million
children or 1 in 5 around

the world now live in conflict
areas, an increase of 30 mil-
lion from 2016. N
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Be wary of Reds ‘recruitment scheme’, AFP tells youth
By Priam Nepomuceno February 16, 2019, 2:18 pm

MANILA -- Military officials on Saturday warned members of the youth sector, especially
students and young professionals, against falling prey to the recruitment schemes of

communist rebels.

"Another student has fallen prey to the deceitful scheme of the terrorist Communist Party of
the Philippines - New People’s Army. Under the guise of so-called immersion, idealistic
young men and women -- mostly students -- were handed poisoned chalices by CPP-NPA
cadres," Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson Brig. Gen. Edgard Arevalo,
said when asked to comment on reports claiming that a University of the Philippines-Los
Bafios (UPLB) veterinary student, allegedly recruited by the rebels, was killed in a clash
with military units in Laguna on Thursday morning.

"After being initially led to the countryside allegedly to experience life with the people, these
young men and women were constantly brain-washed about perceived social ilis, their
emotions aroused, until they are ripe for the terrorist movement. They were recruited,
taught to wield arms, and eventually meet their untimely and unfortunate death fighting
government security forces," Arevale said in message to the Philippine News Agency

(PNA).

He also said that AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Benjamin Madrigal Jr. strongly condemns this evil
design of CPP-NPA communists.

The NPA is considered a terrorist organization by the United States and European Union.

"Time and again, he admonishes the youth, especially students and young professionals, to
be very discerning about people who or groups that approach them. They should not allow
themselves to be misled by nice sweet-talking individuals who'll iead them to perdition,” he

added.

And while commiserating with the parents of this unfortunate student and many others led
astray by the rebels, Arevalo urged school officials to take full responsibility and guide

children while in schools.

"We therefore appeal to the parents, and to the schools officials who should take full
responsibility and custody over children while in schools under the doctrine of foco parentis,

to guide their children/students,” he said.

The doctrine of foco parentis refers to the legal responsibility of a person or organization to
perform the functions and responsibilities of a parent.
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The AFP spokesperson also reminded all parents and school officials to be mindful of their
children's whereabouts at all times aside from being aware of the organizations they are

joining.
"The NPA terrorists continue to lurk in our schools and communities spying for new recruits

to fill the dwindling number of their cadres. Be on the lookout. Report the presences of
these unscrupulous individuals to your AFP and allow us to save your children/students,”

Arevalo said.

Meanwhile, AFP public affairs office chief Col. Noel Detoyato said the entire nation, not
only the military and government, must condemn the efforts of the communist rebels to
infiltrate the youth and student sectors as part of their initiative to recruit more members for

their cause.

"We call that infiltration of the youth and student sector and exploiting their vulnerabilities.
The case of the UPLB student is another proof of student sector exploitation of the CPP-
NPA-NDF (National Democratic Front)," he said in a message to PNA.

Detoyato added that such actions by the NPAs should be strongly condemned by all
Filipinos as the youth is the country's future.

"The schools are supposed to be places where patriotism, discipline and nation-building are
being inculcated to our children but the CPP-NPA-NDF (are) exploit(ing) these places," he

said. (PNA)
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