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the 2022 presidential race, some senators find nothing

objectionable in Davao Cit

ceeding her father.

Re-electionist Sen, Sbiil\y.

Angara said Sara has “the
makings of a good president”
and Filipinos are looking for
young leaders who have expe-
rience in governance.

~“I think she’s one of the
potential future leaders of
the country because she has
the qualifications ~ a lawyer,
has heart for the masses and,
of course, she has a mentor
who better to mentor her than
President Duterte?” Angara
told reporters here in his fam-
ily’s home province of Aurora,

-The senator said it was pos-
sible that Sara could succeed

her father, who has gone from

‘presiden

y Mayor Sara Duterte suc-

being a mayor straight to the

”I'_'ﬂ.l_il_lf:-’hbth'ing’s impos-
sible now., Because President:
Duterte broke the barrier. He
was the first mayor to go
straight to president. Usu- £
ally, you pass through
the Senate first. So it's
not unheard of for a
local official to become
president,” he said.

Asked whether he
would support the
younger Duterte if ;
she decides to run
for president, he
said: “Why not?”

Turn to Page 4
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- Sara

Angara is one of 13 senato-

rial candidates endorsed by
the Hugpong ng Pagbabago
(HINP), a Mindanao-based
political party led by Sara. -
Senate President Vicente
Sotto 1II said it was under-
standable if Sara was still re-

luctant to seek the presidency |

as the presidential elections
is still more than three years

a Wc’ly‘

From Page 1

“Many things can still hap-
pen. The political landscape
sees major changes after the
midterm elections. So, it’s bet-
ter if the issue will be ventilat-
ed after the (May) 2019 (senato-
rial and local elections),” Sotto
told reporters.

He declined to comment

further-on what he said was a

peisonal matter for the Presi-
dent’s daughter.

Sen, Panfilo Lacson recalled
his comments to the media
early into the Duterte presi-
dency that Sara was one of the
emerging leaders the nation
should watch out for,

Sen. Joseph Victor Ejercito,
whom Sara is also endorsing -
for re-clection, described the
mayor as “principled, intel-
ligent and firm.”,

. - “These are good qualities of
a great leacder. Not to mention

she has the charm,” Ejercito

said.
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Militant party-list groups on Tuesday flayed the Supreme Court for upholdmg the third extenslon of mllitary -
M

rule in Mindanac. They said the decision showed the court had become Malacanang s ‘cubber stamp.

FROM A1

By Melviin Gascon
@melvingasconINQ

Militant party-list groups on
Tuesday denounced the
Supreme Court ruling affirming
the legality of the third exton-
sion of martial law in Mindanao,
expressing fears the decision
would result in more violence
on the island.

The justices voted 9-4 on
Tuesday to dismiss four peti-
tions challenging tie yearlong
extension, which was approved
by Congress on Dec. 12 last year.

As of press time on Tuesday,
however, the court had not re-
leased a resolution explaining
its ruding.

Supreme Cowrt public infor-
mation chief Brian Hosaka an-
nounced the results of the vote
at a news conference called af-
ter the weekly session of the full
court,

Marawli siege

President Duterte issued
Proclamation No, 216 on May 23,
2017, placing the entire island of
Mindanao under martial law to
allow the military to crush a ter-
rorist sicge of Marawi City.

The sidge lasted for five
months, but Mr. Duterte cx-
tended military rule in Min-
danao up to the end of 2017 and
then up to the end of 2018 to en-
able the military to finish the
remnants of the terror groups
that seized Marawi.

2

Congress approved both ex-
tensions, and in December last
year allowed a third extension
that Mr. Duterte had requesied,
adding the communist insur-

gency to the fight against ter-

rorism for justification.

Opposition lawmakers chal-
lenged the constitutionalily of
the first extension but lost, with
t1 of the justices on the Supreme
Court voting for the povern-
ment in july 2017, _

In Februaty 2018, the court,
ruling on the chatlenge to the
second extension, voted 10-5 for
the government. ‘

How theyvoted

Four groups had brought the
challenge to the third extension:
opposition lawmakers led by Al-
hay Rep. Edcel Lagman; the
Makabayan bloc of party-list
groups in the House of Repre-
sentatives; lawyers led by for-
mer - Blection  Commlssioner
Christian Monsod; and a group
of “lumad” (indigenous) teach-
ers and students represented by
the TFree Legal Assistance
Group,

They lost the case, with
Chicef Justice Lucas Bersamin
and Associate Justices Diosdacdo
Peralta, Mariano del Castillo,
Estela Perlas-Bernabe, Andres
Reyes jr., Alexander Gesmundo,
jose Reyes Jr., Ramon ernanco
and Rosmari Cdrandang siding
with the government.

Senior Associate Justice An-
tonlo Carpio and Associate Jus-
tices Marvic Leonen, Francis
Jardeleza and Benjamin Caguioa
voted against the third exten-




sion, as they did in the second.

In separate statements is-
sued after the announcement of
the result, the party-lst groups
Bayan Muna, Gabriela, Ka-
bataan, Magdalo and Alliance of
Concerned Teachers (ACT)
lamented how the Supreme
Court had reduced itsell into a
“rubber stamp” for Malacanany,
upholding the extension de-
spite the lack of grounds for jus-
tification.

“The Supreme Cowt has
once again stretched the hound-
aries of judicial interpretation
by uphoiding Congress’ ap-

proval of President Dulerte's
extension of martial taw in Min-
danao. It paves the way for im-
posing martial law nationwide

even if there is no thyeat to pub-
lic safely,” said Neri Col-
menares, chair of Bayan Muna,

Gabriela said the Supreme
Court had once again proven
that it had submitted itself to
the whims of the Puterte ad-
ntinistration.

AVP appendage

“Where will Filipino women
and the people turn fo for jus-
tice and accountability during
these dark times of impunity if
the Supreme Court itself is al-
ready an appencdage of the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines and its Commander in
Chief?” said Gabriela Rep. Atr-
lenie Brosas.

“Once again, the {Supreme

Court] as the rubber stamyp of
Duterte’s auntipcople tyranny
has declared the constitutional-
ity of & third martial law exten-
sion in Mindanao, no matter
how more and more absurd it is
getting,” Kabataan said,

Magdalo took a shot at the
Supreme Cowrt for "howing
down to the whims of Mala-
cafang.”

“Where is the Independence
of the Supreme Court?” Magda-
lo Rep. Gary Alejaiio said. “In-
stead of being a vanguard of jus-
tice and rationality, the
Supreme Court has shown oth-
erwise.” '

AC'!' said the Supreme Court
had no basis to declare the third
extension constitutional.

“The only terrorism stili

lurking in [Mindanao) s state -

terrorism, brought by elements
of the Armed Forces of the
Pliilippines, paramilitary forces
and the Philippine National Po- -
lice who drive lumad children
out of their schools, illegally de-
tain people without warrants of
arrest, charge them  with
trumped-up cases and tag them
as terrorists,” the group's Rep.
Antonio Tinio said.

Palace ‘pleased’

Malacaflang said it was.
“pleased” with the ruling, which
showed that the three branches
of povernment were “on the
same page” in seeking an end to
vielence in Mindanao. .

_"As we fast-track the reha-
hilitation of" the war-torn
Marawi and promote security
and peace and order in Min-
danao, we ask the Filipine na-
tion not to waver in their sup-
port for our Republic’s defend-
ers,” said presidential spokes-
persen Salvaclor Panelo.

“Let us remain vigilant and
prevail against these antidemo-
cratic forces,” he added.

Defensc  Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana thanked the
Supreme Cowrt for agreeing
with the government,

“IMartial law] has and will
continie to greatly help our
counterterrorism  foperations]
and fight against rebellious
forces in Mindanao,” Lorenzana
said. —wITH REPORTS FROM DONA Z.
PAZZIBUGAN, CHRISTINE 0. AVEN-
DARG AND JEANNETTE ) AN-
DRADE INQ
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US-Phi aliance key

By JAIME LAUDE

In'the wake of the develb}ly
ing security landscape in the

South and East China Seas, a
visiting US Marine command-_
eremphasized the importance:
of US:Philippine relations to -

the Indo-Pacific region, L
Lt. Gen. Lewis Craparot-

ta, US Marine Forces Pacific

(MARFORPAC) commander,

pointed this out during his -

series of meetings with key
military and security officials,

February 2019

The US embassy said Crap-
arotta had’a meeting with

Armed Porces of the Philip-

pines (ARP) chief Gen, Benja-
min Madrigal and Philippine
Marine commander Maj. Gen,
Alvin Parreno,

They discussed the partner- .
- ship of the Us Marine Corps

and the AFP.

for the future.... This is a long

-coyntry,

““This veek we are here'to
focus ‘on training, readiness.
-and inferoperability, not jlst
for today and 2020, but really -

.and lasting critical partnershi p

for the region,” Craparotta
said. -

He said discussions also
centered on future launching
of joint Marine exercises in tho

. Parreno, for his part, as-

sured Craparotia the Philip-.

pine Marines have' always
been ready and responsive to

address the defense and secu-

rity challenges of the Pacific

region. © :
“Discussed topics also -

confidence that we have and
promote. mutual security in-
terests as well as conlributing
to global and security, peace
security and stability,” Par-

. reno said.

_Craparotta’s visit to the
Philippines, his first since
Jtaking command of the MAR-
-FORPAC in August last yeat,
s also to frame Aiture engage-
ments of US and Philippine

Marines in the countiy,
=~ With Pia Lee-Brago

to regional security’

strengthencd the trust and ‘

oSl
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No inch given, no inch taken, Pl
. That is how Foreign Affairs Secretary
. Teodoro Locsin Jr. described the Philippines’
_management of its tervitorial dispute with
China even as both countries consistently
- try to forge effective partnorships in other
_areas, i
Loesin yesterday reiteratod the
Philippines managed its maritime dispute

has no masters - Locsin

- By Mario J. Mallari

with C_h'lna without compromising an inch

of its tervitory during a lecture he gavo
regarding Prosident Rodrigo Duterte's

_ independent foreign poliey in Germany,

~In a speech during the inanguyation
of the New Chancery of the Philippine
Embassy in Berlin, Locsin maintained

the Duterte leadership is committed to
addressing disputes based on rule of law,

“We have managed our disagreements
Turn to page 6

These disputes may settle themselves with time or they may
never be resolved, like our claim to Sabah

From page

with China over maritime features
recoghized as ows by international
law," Locsin said,

An independent foreign policy
means getting off your knees
and on your feet - and standing
up for your country.

“But we do so without retreating an
inch from our rightful and inalienable
ownership of everything -
within the widest '
extent of our .
sovereign reach 4
in history and - §
international
law," he added.

The Philippines
is entangled in
tense dispute
over the West
Philippine Sea (WPS)
with China, Malaysia,
Taiwan, Brunei and
Vietnam,

Manila and Beijing have
overlapping claims over
several veefs in the
WPS or South
China Sea.

1
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Earlier, Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana had stressed the
government, particularly the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP), had
been aclive in protecting the eountry’s
interest in the disputed region.

As I said standing beside the
Chinese foreign minister, these
differences need not stand in
the way of mutually beneficial
cooperation in other areas of
common endeavor,

Lorenzana said the AI'P has

maintained its presence

in the eccupied areas in
the WPS.

: Locsin reiterated

I herefined the Duterte

¢ administration’s
policy from “friend

to all, enemy to

. hone” to “friend

to friends,

enemy fto
enemies and/

a worse enemy to false friends.”

“It is not independent foreign policy
if you simply switch the master before
whom you are kneeling. You are still
on your knees before another master,”
Locsin said,

Locsin reiterated that the
Philippines managed its
maritime dispute with China
without compromising an inch of

_its territory.

“An independent foreign policy
means getting off your knees and on .
your feet - and standing up for your
country. That is true independence,”
he added.

Locsin maintained that disputes
and differences like the one in the
South China Sea are “inovitable in
politics among nations.”

“These disputes may sottle
themselves with time or they may never
be resolved, like our claim to Sabah.
But, as I said, standing beside
the Chinese foreign minister,
‘these differences need not
stand in the way of mutually
beneficial cooperation in
other areas of common
endeavor,”” Loesin
said.

LOCSIN
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PHth GRADUATION MOVED

FORT DEL PILAR, BAGUIO
CITY—This year's graduation of
the Philippine Military Acade-
my (PMA} has heen moved to
May, alter it adjusted its school
calendar with the schedules of
high schools and colleges from
where it gets its recruits,
Members of the graduating
PMA “Mabalasik” Class of 2019,
who were incorporated into
the corps of cadets in 2015,
would still be completing their

courses in March (the previous

graduation month) as well as
April and parts of May, after
they began classes in August
last year, said Lt Col, Harry
Baliaga fr., PMA spokesperson.

K-12 impact

PMA had not yet finalized
the new schedule for its com-
mencenment exercises when the
latest batch of first class
caders---the equivalent of col-
lege seniors--would earn their
commissions as junior officers
of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, he said, '

Mabalasik  stands for

February 2019

NEW ACADEMIC CYCLE

10 MAY

Mandirigma ng Bayan, faalay
ang. Sarili, Lakas al Tapang,
para sa Kapayapaan. _

PMA made the adjustment
after officials
changes made by other schools
to accommodate the K-12 basic
education program had affect-
ed recruitment,

- Curriculum change

Many aspiring cadets, who -

passed the entrance examina-
tions as well as other basic
tests, failed to attend the PMA
Reception Day on April 1 be-
cause they had yet to graduate
[rom their schools.

“These potential cadets

. choose to go clsewhere and we

lose good candidatoes,” said a
PMA professor.

Karller, academy officials
had said they believed the K-12
program would not disrupt the
recruitment of students for the
cadet program, many of whom
were sophomore college stu-
dents although it had actlvely
invited graduates from top per-
forming high schools as well,

]

realized that .

= ki)
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FAMILY AFFAIR A Philippine Military Academy graduate and

his family take souvenir photos with cadets during the
academy’s recent alumni homecoming in Baguio City, ev espiriry

PMA initially undertook a
curriculum overhaul, excluding

- 306 general education subjects

that had been absorbed in se-
nior high school programs.
Baliaga discussed the grad-
uation on the sidelines of this
year's PMA alupini homecom-,
ing on Saturday, which was fo-
cused on 10 alumni who had
been appointed to the Cabinet

of President Duterte, A‘?
Stressing that their perfor-
mance helped the military reap
high public confidence, PMA sn-
perintendent, Lt. Gen. Ronnie
Evangelista, cited the alumni who
had becorme “decision makers” in
the Cabinet, among them Rnvi-
ronment Secretary Roy Cimaiu
{Class 1970), as well as those in
DOlECS, —-VINCENT caBREZA INC,
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SC votes 9-4 to uphold

third

By EDU PUNAY -

The Supreme Court (SC)
has upheld the Je ality of the
third extension of the martial
law declaration in Mindanao,

Voting 944 in session yes-
terday, justices of the high
court decided to dismiss fou
betitions challenging the con-
stitutionality of the extension
of Proclamation No. 216 for

ML extension

another year or until Decem-
ber 2019, o

In a press confetence, new
SC spokesman Brian Keith Ho-
saka said the nine magistratos
who voted for the dismissal of
the petitions were Chief Justice
Lucas Bersamin and Associ-
afe Justices Diosdado Peralta,
Mariano del Castillo, Estela
Perlas-Betnabe, Andres Reyes

Turn to Page 4

S C From Page 1

Ir, Alexander Gesmundo,
Jose Reyes Jr, Ramon Paul
Hernando and Rosmari
Carandang,.

He said Carandang penned
the ruling, which was not im-
mediately released pending
submission of other opinions
of justices.

Hosaka said the four dis-

senters were Senior Associate .

Justice Antonio Carpio and
Associate Justices Marvic
Leonen, Francis Jardeleza and
Alfredo Benjamin Caguioa.

Maguindanao Gov, Esmael
Mangudadatu and Mayor
Ramon Piang of the lumad
town of Upi in Maguindanao
welcomed the martial law
extension,

“We have not been see-
ing politicians bringing with
them so many security escorts
when they go around since
it was first declared in May
2017,” Mangudadatu said.

“I'rom the very start we in

Maguindanao have been very
supportive of that. We have

‘militant groups in the province

that the police and military are

trying to address and martial

law is one measure that can
hasten their security efforts,”
he'added. '

“That is for the good of all

_so we have to support that ML
‘extension,” Piang said.

* Hosaka could not say yet
the basis for the dismissal of
the petitions filed by Albay 1st
district Rep, Edcel Lagman, the
Makabayan bloc led by Bayan
Muna party-list rep. Carlos
Zaxate, the group led by for-
raer Commission on Elections
chair Christian Monsod and
the group of lumad teachers and
students represented by the Free
Legal Assistance Group, which
he said would be known in the
Court’s decision. The Court
made the ruling after holding
oral arguments last Jan. 29.

In their petitions, all four

%

groups alleged that there was
no factual basis to justify the
extension of martial Jaw in
Mindanao as required by the
1987 Constitution,

They argued that the at-
tacks by terror groups and
violent incidents that took
place in Mindanao last year,
including four bombings cit-
ed in the report of the Armed
Forces, were acts of terrorism
and not rebellion as required
by law in declaration of mar-
Hallaw., . o '

And despite the recent
twin bombings at the Jolo
Cathedral in Sulu that killed
at least 21 people, petitioners
insisted that public safety in
Mindanao is not imperiled.

Petitioners also reiteratec
that the Court may review
the factual basis of martial
law proclamation, which is a
task specifically assigned by
the Constitution to Congress.

On the other hand, Solici-
tor General Jose Calida cited
several attacks attributed to
the New People’s Army in




Mindanao, which he stressed
were clearly acts of rebellion,
He reiterated that the Jolo
Catheédral bombing is proof
of the ongoing threat to pub-
lic safety in Mindanao posed
by local terrorist groups,
The solicitor general also
cited data of the Armed Forc-
es that there are still 424
active members of the Abu
Sayyaf terrorist group in 138
barangays in Basilan, Suly,
Tawi-Tawi and Zamboanga;
264 members of Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Tighters in
50 barangays; 59 members of
Saulah Islamiyah; six mem-
bers of Maguid group and 85
members of Turaifie group.
He also reiterated the in-
flux of foreign terrorists in the
country “who are responsible
for training local terrorist
fighters,” citing the entry of
four foreign terrorist fighters
last year while 60 others are
on AFP’s watchlist,
Calida also argued that the
decision of Congress to ap-
prove the President’s request

is beyond judicial review,
He also cited the high
court’s earlier ruling that
upheld the previous exten-
sion of ‘martial law; which
held that there are sufficient
legal safeguards against -

man rights abuses raised by

petitioners. .

With these arguments, he
asked the Couit to dismiss
four similar petitions for lack
of merit.

The SC already upheld the
constitutionality of Proclama-
tion No. 216 in July 2017 and
its initial one-year extension
in February last year, . |

The Court held that the ex-
tension had sufficient factual
basis, as “the rebellion that
spawned the Marawi incident
persists.”

It said “public safety rc-
quires the extension, as shown
by facts presented by the
(Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines),”

The 5C also said that the
two houses of Congress have
the “full discretionary au-

thority” to promulgate their
own rules, and this power is
exempt from judicial review
and interference, “except on
a clear showing of such ar-
bitrary and improvident use
of the power such as would
constitute a denial of due
process.” :

The high court also noted
that there is no provision in
the Constitution that pre-
scribes how many times the
proclamation of martial law
may be extended or how long
the extended period may be.

Duterte first declared mar-
tial law in Mindanao on May
23,2017 after the ISIS-inspired
Maute group laid siege to
Marawi City. Five months later,
Duterte, in a rousing speech
to his troops, announced the
liberation of Marawi City,

But the AFP revealed that
communist rebels continued
their logistical buildup and -
extortion activities, which
he said hinder government
development cfforts,

—~ With John Unson
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SC declares constitutional 3rd |
martial law extension in Mindanao |

" By REY G. PANALIGAN

The Supreme Court (80, voting 9-4; :

upheld on Tuesday the constitutionality
of the third extension of martial law
and the suspension of the privilege of
the writ of habeas corpus in Mindanao

1 until Dec, 31, 2019, ,
With the ruling, the SC’s public infor-

mation office (P10) said four petitions
challenging the constitutionality of the

extension were dismissed by the High.
- Jr, Alexander G, Gesmundo, Jose C.

Court during its full court session,
" The press statement issued by the

PIO did not state the reasons for the
dismissal of the petitions, A copy ofthe

decision was not availabie,

: '_ll‘he‘PIO said dismissed were the
petitions filed by the groups of Albay
Rep. Edceel C. Lagman, Bayan Mung

. Party-List Rep. Carlos Isagani T
- Zarate, Christian S. Monsod, and Rius

Valle, R

Those who voted in favor of thg. -
- constitutionality of the extension were
- Chief Justice Lucas P Bersamin and
~ Associate Justices Diosdado M, Per-

alta, Marfano C. del Castillo, Estela
M. Perlas Bernabe, Andros B, Reyes

Reyes Jr, Ramon Paul L. Hernandg
aqd Rosamari D, Carandang,

Those who voted to grant the ;
petitions were Senior Associate 5’4

I

SC declares constitutional...

Justice Anfonio I Caipio and Associate
Justices Marvie Mario Victor I? Leonen,
Francis H. Jardeleza, and Alfredo Ben-
jamin 8. Caguioa,

Speaker Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo welcomed the deeision of the
Supreme Court,

“It’s good, we're very happy
because we voted to extend it,” Ar-
royo told reporters in an interview
after attending the House oversight
hearing on the Department of Publie
Works and Highways' (DPWH) flood
control projects.

The Dec. 31, 2019 extonsion was
the third since martial law and the
suspensionof the writ of habeas cor-
pus were first imposed by President

41

Duterte on May 23, 2017 for 60 days
through Proclamation No. 216 as a
result of the attack in Marawi City
by the terrorist Maute Group, and
ils followers. ‘

When chalienged before the 5S¢,
the High Courl ruled in July 2017
that the martial law declaration of
President Duterte had sufficiont
factual hases.

In February last year, the S
declared constitutional President
Duterte’s exlension of martial law
and-the suspension of the privilege
of the writ of habeas corpus in Min-
danaoe until Dec. 31, 2018,

The SC ruled: “The President
and Congress had sufficient factual

bases to extend Proclamation No.
216. The rebellion that spawned the
Marawi incident persists, Public
safely requires the cxlension, as
shown by facts presented by the
AP (Armed Forces of the Philip-
piites).”

The SC held oral arguments Jast
January 29 on the four petitions that
challenged the thivd extension of
martial law in Mindanao.

The bombing of the Jolo cathedral
that resulted in the deaths of 93 per-
sons and injuries to move than 100
other chureh goors was highlighted
during the arguments.

“The Jolo cathedral bombing
was part of the engoing rebellion.
But even without Lhe Jolo bombing
we already have factual basis for the
exlension of martial law,” Solicitor




General Jose C, Calida said during
the oral arguments in hehalf of the

Ixecutive and Legislative depart-

ments of government.

“Phere is still need Lo extend
martial law beeause of the ongoing
threats to public safety and menace
of rebellion notl only by communist
groups but as well ag the local tervor-

ist groups, especially those Daesh-

inspired groups,” he said.
Persisting rehellion
arlier in his comment on the
four petilions, Calida had told the
8C thaf the persisience of rebellion

in Mindhnao justifics the cxtension .

of martial law and the suspension
of the privilege of the wril of habeas
corpus.
Calida said thal conbrary t6 the al-
legations in the pelitions, rebellion -a
key reguirement for dee-
laration of martial law
l under the Constitution-
persists in Mindanao.
He ciled official
reports of the Armed
IPorces of Lhe Philip-
pines (AFP) on “ongoing
rebellion of the Daesh-
ingpired groups and
their local and foreign
allies, particularly the
Daulah Islamiyah (DI)

and also of the Commu-~

nist Parly of the Philip-
pines - New People's

Avrmy (CPP-NPA) {orees

in Mindanao."
He sald the "Daesh-
inspired groups have
.shifted their stratogy
from csiablishing a
Wilayat to global insur-
geney or rebellion” amd
that "they continue their
recruitment and radical-
ization activities teach-
ing their new members
how to launch deadlier
attacks and to sow chaos
and instability that will
extremely endanger the

publie." _

“This is on Lop of the ongoing

rebellion by the CPP-NIPA and their
attacks in Mindanao last year” he
said. .
“In the pregent case, it is appar-
ent that the NPA conlinues to rise
publicly and take. up arms against
the government. I'rom January 1 to
Deeember 31, 2018, there have been
a total of 369 NPA-initiated violent in-
cidents. 193 of these were committed
in Mindanao alone," he said,

Thus, he said, the extension of
martial law and the suspension of the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus
foir another year “is necessary to
provide public safely in Mindanao,”
he added,

He pointed out that the cessation
of the Marawi siege and the liberation
of the city from terrorists cannot he
the sole basis to lift martial law in
Mindanao.

The petitioners in the four cases
claimed that the attacks by terror
groups ‘and violent incidents that
took place in Mindanao last your were
acts of terrorism and not rebeliion
as required by law in declaration of
martial law.

“Fhe following acts of terrorism
ant lawless violence mentioned in
the letter dated 06 December 2018
of the President:do not per se evined
the existence of rebellion and the
President failed to connect or relale
said acts to rebellion or furtherance
of rebellion,” they said,

“YTerrorism is not cquivalent to re-
bellion hecause thoy differ in motive,
targotl and scope: Whilo terrorism
has the purpose of sowing fear and
panic among the populace, rebellion
is an armed uprising agaiost the
governinent for the culpable purpose
of removing the country or a portion
thereof [rom allegiance to the Re-
public or prevenling the President
or the Congress from exereising
their respective powers,” they added.
(With arveport from Charissa M, Luci-
Alicnza)
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BY JOMAR CANLAS

I HE Supreme Court
1 (SC) on Tuesday
4. declared as legal
~and constitutional the,
third extension of mar-
tial law in Mindanao
sought by President
Rodrigo Duterte and
approved by Congress.

The decision of the court en banc con-
firmed Tuesday's The Manila Times exclu-
sive that majority of the justices wanted
to uphold the extension of martial law
and the suspension of the writ of habeas
corpus, first imposed by the President in
May 2017 in response to a terrorist attack
on Marawi City. ‘ '

Voting stood at 9-4 to junk all petitions

questioning the martial law extension,
said lawyer Brian Keith Hosaka, the couirt’s
new Public Information Office chief,
. Malacaiian Palace said the high court’s
decision showed unity among the three
branches of government in addressing
national problems.

“We are also pleased to note that the
Executive, Legislative and the Judiciary
are on the same page in quelling the
rebellion as well as combatting and dis-
sipating terroristic acts destructive to lives
and properties unleashed by ruthless and

=LegalA2

2



barbaric local and foreign armed

lawless elemeits,” Palace spokes-
man Salvaclor Parielo said.

“As we fagt-track the rehabilita-
tion of the war-torn Marawi and
promote security and peace and
order in Mindanao, we agk the
Filipino nation not to waver in
their suppott for our Republic’s
defenders,” he added,

Ponente overruled

‘the ponente or justice in charge of
drafting the ruling, Associate Justice
Benjamin Caguioa, was outvoted by
the majority of magistrates.

The nine justices who voted
to uphold the extension of mar-
tial law were Chief Justice Lucas
Bersamin and Associate Justices
Diosdado Peralta, Mariano del
Castillo, Estela Perlas Bernabe,
Andres Reyes [r,, Alexander Ges-
mundo, Jose Reyes, Ramon Paul
Hernando and Rosmari Declaro

Carandang,

Those who voted in favor of the

pelitions and against martial law
extension were Caguioa, Senior As-

 sociate Justice Antonio Carpio, and -

Associate Justices Marvic Leonen
and Francis Jardeleza, -
“The petitioners were Albay Rep.

Kdcel Lagman, a group of Lumad
- or indigenous peoples in Mind-

anao represented by the Free Legal

Assistance Group (FLAG) and

Integrated Bar of the Philippines
(IBP), former elections chairman
Christian Monsod and the Bayan
Muna party-list group.

The high tribunal gave credence
to the contention of the Office of
the Solicitor General that terrorism
and rebellion in Mindanao con-
tinued to ensue and were factual
grounds for extension.

‘The government cited the pres-

ence of communist rebels and

" Misslim exfremists in Mindanao.
Solicitor General Jose Calida.

.

also argued that Congress had the
power to determine the sufficiency
of the factual basis for the exten-
siont of martial law, -

Moreover, the need for martlai
law under Proclamation 216
did not become fitnceus officio

_ (expired) by the cessation of the

Marawi siege, because terrorism
continued to haunt Mindanao,
he argued.

Calida also held that the dee-
laration of President Duterte
of martial law, concurred in by
Congress, is notsubfect of judicial
review because it is considered a
political question under the 1987

.Constitution,

Arroyo elated

House Speaker Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo said she was "very happy”
with the high court’s decision.
However, members of the “Mag-
nificent 7” opposition in Congress

- were disappoirited with the ruling,

- “The dismissal by the Supreme
Court of the case questioning the

third martial law extension is
judicial subservience to executive
overreach,” said Akbayan party-
-list Rep. Tom Villarin,

According to Villarin, the
Court's decision was not made
“on the basis of actual, admis-
sible evidence,” but rather on
speculation that rebellion still
exists in Mindanao.

Magdalo Rep. Gary Alejano said
the Supreme Court."bowed down
to the whims of the Executive
branch” and decided (o disregard
the Philippine Constitution,

“Where is our independent
Supreme Court? Instead of being
avanguard of justice and rational-
ity, the Supreme Court has shown
otherwise,” he added.

Villarin and Alejano joined
Lagman's petition against the
third martial law extension in

%

Mindanao. . .~ .

. Lagman blasted the mordmate
1mple_mematlon of martial Jaw
and suspension of the writ of
habeas corpusin Mindanao, point-
ing out that President Duterte's
request for another extension
“failed to link violent incidents
committed by local terrorists and
comnmunist groups to rebellion.”

The other members of Mag-
nificent 7 bloc who supported
the Lagman-led petition were
Ifugao Rep. Teodoro Baguilat Jr.,
Caloocan Rep. Edgar Erice, and
Liberal Party members Quezon
City Rep. Christopher Belmonte
and Dinagat Islands Rep. Arlene
Bag-ao. ,

Article 7, Section 18 of the Con-
stitution says that the President
may only declare martial law in
any part of the country “in case of
invasion or rebellion, when the

public safety requdres ir,"
WITH GLEE JALEA
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SC upholds legality

of martial law extension

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

THE Supreme Court yesterclay
aftirmed the legality of the thivd
extension of the implementa-
tionn of martial law in Mindanao,
dismissing petitions {iled by four
different groups,

Congress, in a joinl scssion
inn Pecember, voted 235-28-1 in
favor of cxtending martial law in
Mindanao for the dhird tme, until
the end of this year.

The Supreme Court justices,
in yesterday’s en banc session,

voted 9-4 to uphold the martial
law extension, said Brian Keith
Hosaka, chief of the couit’s public
information office, during a press
briefing, '

Those who voted in favor of
the cxtension were Chief Justice
Lucas Bersamin and Associate
Justices 12iosdado Peralta, Matiano
del Castillo, Fstela Perlas-Bernabe,
Andres Reyes Jr., Alexander Ges-
ntundlo, Jose Reyes fr., Ramon
Paul Hernando, and Rosmari
Carandang,

The four who dissented were

Senior Associate Justice Antonio
Carpio and Associate Justices Mar-
vic Leonen, Francis Jardelesa, and
Alfredo Benjamin Caguioa.

Chicf Presidential Legal Counsel
Salvador Panelo said the decision
only showed the three branches of
government are united in the cf-
forts to quell rebellion and combat
terrorist acts.

Panelo, concurrent presidential
spokesman, saick “We arce pleased
to note that the hree separate

See SCUPHGLIDS > Iage B6
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and independent branches of
government, the primordial duty
of which is to protect the state and
secure public safety, have forged a
unified stand against the forces of
rebellion and terrorism. We are also
pleased to note that the Executive,
Legislative and the Judiciary arc on
the same page in quelling the rebel-
lion as well as combating and dis-
sipating terrorisiic acts destructive
to lives and properties unleashed
by ruthless and barbatic local and
forcign armed lawless elements.”

Defense Secretary Delfin
Lotenzana, the martial law ad-
ministrator in Mindanao, said the
decision will help in the govern-
ment’s campaign against tertotists,

“This has and will continue to
greatly help out counter-terrorism
and fight against rebellious forces
Mindanao,” he said.

Armed Forces spokesman Brig,
Gen. Edgard Arcevalo said the 5C
decision is an affirmation “of the
existence of setious threats that
attempt to rise publicly and take
arns against government.”

Arevalo said the ruling is also an

affirmation of the tilitary’s *un-
wavering commitment to suppress
and defeat all such threats.”
President Duteite placed the
entire Mindanao under martial law
in May 2017 hours after the Maute
terror group ateacked Matawi City
and-occupied several barangays.
Government forces defeat the

. group after five months,

The petitioners were opposi-
tion lawmakers led by Albay Rep.
Edeel Lagman, militant party-list
lawmakets led by Bayan Muna Rep.
Carlos Isagani Zarate, a group led
by former Blections chair Christian
Monsod, and a group of indigenons
people from Mindanao assisted by
the Free Legal Assistance Group,

The petitioners asserted in their
arguments and during the oral asgu-
ments on the case thatanother exten-
sion of martial law in Mindanao has
10 factual legal basis and that violent
incidents, including four bombings
stated by the military in its tepott were
not acts of rebellion bue acts of ter-
torismn that can be addtessed without
resorting to martial Jaw;

They stressed that while terror-
ism has the purposc of sowing fear
and panic among the populace, re-

bellion is an atmed uprising against
the government for the purpose of
termoving the conntty or 2 portion
thercof from allegiance to the Re-
public or preventing the President
or the Congress from exercising
their respective powers,

They also said the recent bomb-
ing of a cathedral in Jolo, Sulu last
month, which killed 23 persons
and injured about 100 othiers,
were not enough reason to extend
martial law.

Solicitor Genetal Jose Galida
has insisted that the extension has
more than enough basis, pointing
to the Jolo bombings and attacks
by the communist New People’s
Army, which he said are clearly
acts of rebellion against duly-
constituted authorities,

Catica also cited data from fhe
military saying that there are 424 ac-
tive members of Abu Sayyaf groupin
138 bacangays in Basilan, Sulu, "Lawi-
"Fawi and Zamboanga; 264 members
of Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Lighters in 50 barangays; 59 members
of Saulah Istamiyah; six members of
Maguid Group; and 85 members of
Turaifie Group, - Witk Jocelyn Mon-
teriayor and Victor Reyes
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By Alvin Murcia

The Supreme Count (SC) en bane yosterday

upheld the constitutionality of the third -

extension of martial law and the suspension

of the privilege of the wiit of habeas corpus

in Mindanao until yearend,

Voting 94, the justices dismissed the four
consolidated petitions filed by groups of
lawmakers, lawyers and Mindanaocans under
Section 18, Articlo 7 of the Constitnlion.

Those who voted for the granting of the third
mattial law extenston were Chief Justice Lucas
Bersamin, Assoclate Justices Diosdado Peralta,
Maviano del Castillo, Estela erlas Bernabe,
Andres Reyes Jr., Alexander Gosmundo, Jose
Reyes Jr., Ramon Paul flernando and Rosmari
Carandang,

© Associate Justices Antonio Carpio, Francis
Jardeleza, Alfredo Denjamin Caguioa and

F

Marvi¢ Leonen dissented. :

Malacaiiang welcomed the SC decision,
saying the Executive and Legislative branches
have "forged a unified stand against the forces
of rebellion and terrovism.”

“We are pleased to note that the threo separate
and independent branches of government, the
primordial duly of which isto protect the stateand
secure public safety; have forged a unified stand
against the forces of rebejlion and terrorism,”
presidential spokesman Salvador Panclo said’
in a statement.

“Wo are also plca_setl‘-to noto that the .

Exceutlve, Legislative and the Judiciary are on
the same page in quelting the rebellion as well
as combating and dissipating terroristic acts
dostructive to lives and properties unleashed

by rathless and barbaric local and foreign |

armed lawless elements,” he added.
The third extension proposed by President

The 08Q stressod that if terrorism and
ebellion eontinue, such would be a factual
ground for its extension,

The military, in data presented beforo the

SC, said tho Abu Sayyaf Group had a total of -

424 members with 473 firearms.

These extremists groups are operating in
Basilan, Sulu, TawiTawi and Zamboanga, while
£the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedont Fightors has
264 members with 264 firearims.

During tho oral argumient, Solicitor General
Jose Calida avgued that it was within the powers
of Congress to determine the sufficiency of the
factual basis for tho extension of martial law.

Calida said martial law under Proclamation
216 did not become functus officio (expired)

" because of the cessalion of the Maxawi siege, since

tervorism couthwg)s in Mindanao, paticularlythe
howbings, With Kristina Maralit

Rodrigo Duterte was approved by Congress,

However, opposition congressmen along
with other stakeholders filed separate
petitions before the High Court which was
consolidated.

Voting 9-4, the justices dismissed
the four consolidated petitions filed
by groups of lawmakeyrs, lawyers
and Mindanaoans, _

Ruling for the sad petition was until Fridag,
22 February but during the en banc session
yestorday, the justices resolved the matter
and dismissed the petition questioning the
constitutionalily of the declaration of the
extension,

In defending the extension, the Office
of tho Solicitor General (08G) stressed the
presence of communists and Muslim extremists _
in Mindanao.




Martial law
extension
upheld by 5C

By Rey E. Requejo, Nat Mariano
and Maricel V. Cruz

THE Supreme Coutt on Tuesday dismissed
the petitions filed by four different groups
and affirmed the legality of the thitd exten-
sion of martial law in Mindanao. .

“The Supreme Court ruled to uphold
the constitutionality of the cxtension of
the declaration of martial law and suspen-
sfon of the privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus in Mindanao until December 31,
2019," new Supreme Court spokesman
Brian Keith Hosaka told reporfers after the
high court met #s a gronp..

Malacafiang hailed the decision, saying the
executive, legislative and-judiciary branches

of the government are “on the same page” in

fending off the rebeltion with the implemen-
tation of martial law i Mindanao.

“We arc pleased to note that the three
separate and independent branches of gov-
ernment, the primordial duty of which is to
protect the state and securc public safety, have
forged a unified stand against the forces of re-
bellion and tercorism,” Presidential Spokes-
man Salvador Panelo said in a statement,

“As we fast-track the rehabilitation of the
war-torn Marawi and proimofe security and
peace and order in Mindanao, we ask the
Filipino nation not to waver in their support
for our Republic’s defenders,” he said,

“Let us remain vigilant and prevail
against these anti-democratic forces.”

Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arioyo wel-
comed the decision and said it proved that
the House was correct in approving the re-
quest from President Duterte,

“I’s good. We [are] happy [abouwt if] be-
cause we voted to extend it,” Arroyo told
teporters at the House of Representatives
Tuesday.

Surigao del Sur Rep. Johnny Pimentel
echoed Arroyo.

“That was good news for us Mindan-
acans buecause we have a problem of insur-
gency and this hinders our development,”
Pirnentel said.

But Representatives  Antonio Tinio  and
France Castro of ACT ‘Teachers, members of the
Makabayan Bloc, condemned the decision.

The Defense departnient alsor\‘\)efcomcd

the Supreme Court’s decision. o

The department said the public could rest
assured the authorities would remain stead-
fast in their duty to safeguard the communi-
tics from the threats of rebellion, terrorism
and violent extremisim,
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gyﬁﬁﬁi\r’_P@!_\lALlGAN - its full court sessjon, missed on a 9-4 vote of the sC
ST e e The press statement Issued by . justices, -

The Supreme Cour!: (5C) yéster- the PIO did nat state the reasons Those who voted in favor of the
day Upheld the constltutlon_ality_of for the dismissal of the petitions. A constitutionality of the extension
the third extension of martial law  copy of the decision was not avail- were Chief Justice Lucas P Ber-
and the suspension :of the privi-  able, . samin and Associate Justicés Di-
_legel of the writ of hiabeag corpus The PIO sald dismissed weréthe  osdado M. Peralta, Marlano C, del
in M_mdanao untll Dec, 31, 2g10, betitions fited by the groups of Al- Castillo, Estefg M, 'Perlas Bern'abe
~ With (he ruﬂﬂg, the SC’s public bay Rep, Edcel C, Lagman, Bayan  Andres B. Reyes Jr. Alexander G’
qur.mation office (PIO) said four Muna Party-List Rep. Carlos Isagani  Gesmundg, Jose ¢ ’Reyes , Ra:
petitions challenging the constitu- T, Zarate, Christian S, Monsod, and  mon Paul i, Hema‘ndo and Fi

« tionality of the extension weredis-  Riys Valle, . © mari b, Cara.ndang i
missed by the High Coyrt during It said the petitiong were dis- Those who votéd to grant the

petitions were Senior Associate  and its followers,
Justice Antonio T. Carpio and Asso- When challenged before the SC,
ciate Justices Marvic Maric Victor £, the High Court ruled in July 2017
Leonen, Francis H, Jardeleza, and  on the constitutionality of the
Alfredo Benjamin S. Caguloa. President's proclamation with a
The .Dec. 31, 2019 extension declaration that Proctamation No.
was the third since martial law and 216 has sufficlent factual bases, -
“the suspension of the writ of ha- In" February [ast yeal, the SC
beas corpus were first imposed by  declared constitutional President
President Duterte on May 23, 2017  Duterte’s extension of martial law
for 60 days through Proclamation  and the suspension of the privi-
No. 216 as a result of the attack lege of the writ of habeas COrpus
in Marawi City by the Maute Group/yin Mindanao until Dec, 31, 2018,
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sa Mindanao pinagtibay ng SC
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3rd Martial Law extension.

Pinagtibay ng Korle Suprema ang pagpapalawig
ng Martial Law sa ikatlong pagkekataon saMindanao
hanggang Disyembre 31, 2019, e

Sa botong 9-4, lhinasurang SC ang consolidated
petiions na kumukwestyon sa legalidad ng extension
ng Martiaf Law. . o .

Noong 2017, nang idineklara ni Pangutong
Duterte ang Martial Law sa Mindanao, sa kasagsa-

gan ng sagupaan ng tropa ng pamahalaan at Maute -

group sa Marawi City, Lanao def Sur. :
Naghain ng petisyon ang Makabayan bloc, minor-
ya ng Kamara, Atty. Christian Monsod at grupong
Lumad para kwestlyon sa legalidad ng batas roilitar.
Giit ng rga ito ha ang nangyaring karahasan sa
Mindanao ay terorismo at hindi rebelyon na kailangan
ang deklarasyon ng Martial Law. (Daris Franchs)
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§C pinagithay ang jegalidad ng
| iKattong Martial Law extension

Pinagtibay ne Korte Suprema ang legatidad
ne ikatlong pagpapaiu\vig ng Martial Law extension
sa Mindanao.
Sabotong 94 paborsa pagbasuang consolidated
etitions laban sa extension ng artial Law sind Chicf
Justice Lucas Bersamin, Justices Diosdado Peralta,
Mariano del Castitlo, Estela Perlas-chabe,_Andres
cyes It Alexander Gesmundo, Jose Reyes Jr., Ra-
mon Paul Hemnando, at Rosnari Carandang.
Habang pabor paman 5a petisyons kumukuwesli—
on na palawakin ang Martial Law &y gina Justices

‘Antonio Cﬂl’PiO, Marvic Leonei. Franeis Jardelezaat :

Alfredo Bel\]ilmln_Cagll:ma.

Noong 2017, nang idmeklarani Pangutong I erte

ang Martial Law s Mindanao, 58 kasagsagan ng
sagupaan g tropa hg pamahalaan at Mante group 54

Marawi City, Lando del Sur-Doris Franche-Borid-

Page:
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Pinagtibay kaltapon ng Supreme
Court (5C) ang constitufionality ng

ikattong pagpapalawig sa matkial
law at suspensiyon ng privilege of -

fhe writ of habeas corpus saMindanao
hanggang sa Disyembre 31,2019,

Ga kapasyahang ilo, sinalbhi ng
public information office (PIG) ng 5C
naangapat na petisyonna humahamon
sa constilutionality ng extension
ay ibinasura ng Mataas na Korte sa
isinagawang full court scssion.

Hindi nakasaad sa pressstatement
na inisyu ng PIO ang mga rasoh sa
pagbasura ng mga petisyon. Walapang
inilalabas na kopya ng desisyon.

L),

Nina REY G. PA ALIGAN at BETH C

Tbirasurang PO aug mga petisyon . -
na inibain ng mga grupo nitia Albay

Rep, Edee! C. Lagman, Bayan Muna
Party-List Rep, Carlos Isagani T. Zacate,
Christian S, Monsod, at Rius Valle,
‘Ayon dito, ang mga petisyon ay
ibinasuiea sa botong 9-4 ng SC justices.

Bumoto pabor sa constitutionality

ng extensionsina Chief Justice Lucas
P, Barsamin at Assaciale” Justices

Diocsdado M. Peralta, Mariano C. del

Castillo, Estela M. Perlas. Bernabe,
Andres B. Reyés Jr., Alexander G.
Gesmundo, Jose C.Reyes Jt., Ranion
Paul L. Hemando at Rosamari 1.
Caranclang. ‘
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Irimotonaman parapagbigyanang
petisyon sita Senior Astuciate Justice
Antonio T, Carpioat Associate Juskices |
Marvic Matio Victor F. Leonen, Francis
H. jardeleza, at Allvedo Benjamin s
Caguioa. '

~ Ang pagpapalawig hanggang sa

Disyembre 31,2019y ang ikatlosimula |
nang unang ipatupad ni Pangulong
Rodiigo Duterle ang marlial law at
sugpensiyon ng writof habeas corpus
noong Mayo 23, 2017 sa loob ng 60 araw
sa pamamagitan ng Proclamalion No.
216 dahiil sa pag-atake sa Marawi City
ng Maute Group at mga tagagunod
nito. 7




W

i .., %':?_g%”

Ihe National Nowspaper

More cocaine worth
P54M found in Quezon'

BY VICTOR REYES .

PHILIPPINE Drug linforce-
ment Agency chief Aaron Aquino
yesterday said 10 mote kilos of
cacaine worth P54 million were
reeovered by fishermen in Quezon
on Monday night, raising to P581.8
million the total worth of cocaine
recovered since lastweek in vardous
provinces. .
Aquino said the latese haul was
set ro be tirned over to the PDIA
in Atimonan town later yesterday.
About 80 kilos of cocaine have
been recovered in Dinagat Island,
Surigao del Norte, Camatrines
Norte, Camarines Sur and Quezon
since fast Feb, 10, The market valoe
for a kilo of cocaine is P5.4 million.

Aquino has requested the

Armed Forces o utilize Navy
ships and Air Force aircraft to
guard against the smuggling of
iflegal drugs into the conntry and
recovery of cocaine at sea.

~Aquino said he sent.a letter to
AT chief Benjamin Madrigal Jr.
on Mowday io seck its help about
the influx of cocaine.

“Hopefully they can give more
information and intervention
about the floating cocaine,” said
Aquino.

“We asked them for interven-
tion, recovery and seizure of drugs,
if they can help us address the
problem,” Aquino added.

He said drug syndicates may
bave resorted to “shipside” sinug-
gling because authorities have step
up anti-narcotics operations in
ports and aicports,

“The only modus operandi thar
they can use to bringin drugs into
the country is through shipside
smuggpling, They are using the sea
to srauggle drugs into the Philip-
pines,” said Aquino.

“We will continue to coordi-

See MORE > Page B6

MORE

nate with the AP, with the Coast Guard and
the PNP Maritime Group, for assessment
and to have intervention...We have a vast
coastline which is difficult to guard and it’s
easy to smuggle in drugs compared to other

conntries,” he said.

Aquino reiterated the cocaine may be a diver-
sionary tactic to enable the entry of shabu, the
more populat drug among users in the countey,

C?‘?t;'
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" RAGE VS GOV'T MOVE |

‘HIGHTS ABUSE
T0 WORSEN IF

UN DELISTS
DISAPPEAREI

By the Inquirer Staff
@Team_Inquirer

Relatives and supporters of
people who had involuntarily
disappeared since the Marcos
dictatorship wete enraged by
the Duterte administration’s
move to delist 625 cases of en-
forced disappearances from the
records of a United Natlons
agency, as they warned that this
tman rights violation would
worsen if the UN body agreed.

They joined human rights
groups on Tuesday in urging the
UN Working Group on Enforced
or Involuntary Disappearances
to keep the cases open and to
look into others that have not
been reported,

“I strongly object to the
Philippine government's mo-
tion to delist cases of enforced
disappearance, which include
my daughter, Sherlyn,” 72-year-
old Asher Cadapan told the In-
quirer on: Tuesday.

Sherlyn Cadapan and %
Karen Emipenoc were two Ad

Lo .

University of the Philippines
students who were abducted by
soldiers in the coastal town of
Hagonoy, Bulacan province, in
June 2006 and later tortured
and sexually assaulted, accord-
ing to court records.

The Malolos Regional Trial
Court found former Maj. Gen.
Jovito Palparan Jr. guilly of kid-
napping and illegally detaining
the two students and sentenced
him to up to 40 years in prison
along with Lt. Col. Felipe Anotao
Jr. and Staff Sgt. Edgarde Osorio,

The two students remain
missing.

“This [delisting of cases] will
not help the victims. [Up to] now
justice hasn't been served be-
cause we still can't embrace our
missing daughter,” Cadapan said.

“Abductions perpetrated by
government.agencies will only
turn to worse if these cases will
be delisted,” he said.

PHRC justification

Senior officials led by Un-
dersecretary Severo Catura of
the Presidential Human Rights
Committee (PHRC) formally
moved to delist 625 cases of en-
forced and involuntary disap-
pearances “mostly attributed to
government forces between

A5

1975 and 2012” during a meeting
with the UN body in Sarajevo,
capital-of Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, on Thursday.,

[tjustified the action by saying
that the government had alreacly
“put in place a strong legal frame-
work and {nstitutional mecha-

_nisms to address this issue.”

Concepcion Empefio, moth-
er of Karen Empeno, said “we
have to protest” against the

“grave injustice” and "sheer stu-
pidity” of the PHRC.

“This is so infuriating,” she
told the Inquirer by phone.

. The conviction of Palparan
and the other soldiers “con-
cretely showed that they were
the perpetrators of [Sherlyn and
Karen’s] disappearance,” Em-
pefio said, '

“What reasons could the
Philippine government stilk fabri-

cate to delist the cases?” sho said,

In Hoilo City, May Wan Don:-
inado, whose family had filed a
complaint with the UN body
over the abduction of her nioth-
er nearly 12 years ago, also op-
pased the government move,

Former political detainec
Ma. Luisa Posa-Dominade has
been missing since armed men
abducted her and fellow activist
Nila Arado on April 12, 2007, in




Oton town, Ilotlo province,

She was arrested four times
and detained for a total of seven
years under d|ctator berdmand
‘Marcos.

"Our.family does not believe
the sincerity of the present ad-
ministration to give due-justice
to the victims of enforced dis-
appearance. In fact we sec the
delisting as a sign of its disinge-
nuity,"” Dominado said.

“The only reply of the gov-r

ernment is that Luisa is a mem-
ber of the (New People’s Arimy),
as if such claitm would justify any

human rights violation that she.

may suffer,” she said.

Alleged insurgents .
Dominado -said her mother
and farmer Michael Celeste,
who had also gone missing,

were included in a list of alleged

insurgents that the Departiment
of Justice sought to be declared
as fterrorists in ¥ebruary last
year, or after more than a
decade since Luisa's abduction.

Cristina Guevarra, secretary
general of Desaparecidos, -a

group of families of the disap- -

peared, appealed to the UN agen-
¢y to fook further into the cages
of enforced disappearances and
their alleged cover-up under-the
Duterte administration. ’
“The Duterte government
should not be believed in- its

claims that the mere presence

2

of so-calted legal mechanisms, .

.or even recognition, is equiva-

lent to providing space for
respite for the- victims. This
move of delisting desaparecidos
is a malicious scheme to hide its
own crimes of disappearances
and impunity." Guevarra said.

‘Travesty o
Kristina Conti, a lawyer for
the Empeno and Cadapan fami-
lies, described the attempt to
delist the cases as a “fravesty.”
". “Note that most of the cases

‘that will be delistec are in many

ways connected *to- the state,

‘Like in thé case of Jonas Burgos,

where  circumstances - have
pointed to the militalyas his ab-

“ductors,” Conti said. -

Burgos, son of the late p_ress
freedom ‘icon Jose Burgos Jr.,
has been missing since he ‘was
abducted by suspected military
men at a Quezon City shopping

.mali on April 28, 2007.

Lawyer Edre Olalia, preSI-
dent of National Union of Peo-

_ples’ Lawyers, said the govern-

ment’s move made the disap-
peared persons - ~“disappear
twiceover.,” - 2

“They wantto erase from ourl
collective historical memory the
indelible mark of victims of au-
thoritarianism and repression,”

- Olalia $aid. —~wiTH ReporTs FrROM

CARMELA REYES;ESTR_OPE, MARICAR
C!NCOAN.DNESTORP.B'URGOSJR. ING '




By Maricar Clnco

@maricarcincolNQ

SAN PEDRO CITY--Student ac-
tivists at the University of the
Philippines Los Baifios (UPLB}
hailed as amartyr John Carlo Al-
berto, who was killed in a recent
clash hetween New People’s
Army (NPA) rebels and the
Philippine Army in Laguna
province, :

Alberio, 22, and an under-
gracdirate student of the College
of Veterinary Medicine at UPLB,
was the lone fatality in the Feb, 14
clash in Luisiana town,

Government soldiers were
pursuing a group of vebels, re-
sponsible for burning construe-
tion equipment in Infanta, Que-
#on, fast week, until they ranin-
to an NPA camp in the village of
San Buenaventura, Luisiana,

The Army’s 2n¢ Infantry Di-
vision commander, Maj. Gen.
Rhoderick Parayno, said the sol-
diers clashed, with at least 15
rebels, among them Alborto.

Catanduanes native
Senior Insp. Fernando Cre-
do, Luisiana police chief, and
Capt, Patrick Jay Retumban, 2nd
Infantry Division spokesperson,

-confirmed Alberto’s identity.

Credo said Alberto’s father
went to the police station to
claim his son’s remains,

Aiberto, who entered UPLB
in 2013, was a graduate of the
Pandan School of Arts ami

Trades in Pandan, a fourth class

_cio” Alberto, ]
sent out by a youth sector al-

INCOGNITO A member of the New Peopla's Army visits the wake of UPLB student John Carlo
Albsrto, who was killed in a clash with the military in Laguna province, -CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

and remote town in Catandu-
anes province,

In 2015, he was arrested
along with fellow youth ac-
tivists in a rally staged during
the Independence Day rites in
Kawit, Cavite.

“Let's. pay homage to ouwr
martyr John Carlo “Ka Inocen-
" read a message

liance at UPLB.

It said a march and a tribute

were being readied for Alberto.

Parayno said two more Te-
nale rebels were believed to be
heavily wounded from the clash
citing blood trail found in the
encounter site,

.

The women guerrlllas, too,
wete described as young by res-
idents near the clash site,
Parayno said. |

Recruitment groungd?
The Army said soldiers re-
covered at the clash site twoim-
provised explosives,
tors, magazines, 10 tents, eight
mobhile phones and a computer
tablet, which were believed to
be rebels’ training materials,
Parayno said the Army be-
lieved there had heen a “massive
recruitment” by the NPA, partic-
ularly, at UPLB in recent years.
Parayno said  documernts
found by soldiers in the NPA

detona- .

camps and clash sites pointed to
UPLB as recruitment ground for
rebels,

He said the military planned
to discuss the matrer with uui-
versity officials soon.

He said he believed Alberto
atid those involved in the latest
clash were on a tour of duty for
the NPA, which could be a brief
immersion period for new re-
cruits in guerilla zones.

One indication that Alber-
to's group was just on immer-
sion was that it fired a “few
shots but did noj really engage
the soldiers.”" f’( ‘

“Normally, the NPA would
cngage,” Parayno said. ING:
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Col, Benedict Arevalo,
o e 303rd Infantry Brigade
BACOLOD CITY ~More - commander, did not identify
than 30 Jocal government the local officials, whom he’
officials in Negros Occidental said inchide mayors and vice
’ have been supporting New - mayors, with a majority of
People’s Army (NPA) rebels,  them councilors, _
anofficial sald yesterday, Arevalo said these Jocal

By GILBERT BAYORAN

supporting communist
rebels.

DILG Secretary Eduardo
Afio had eatlier warned
local government officials
and candidates in the May
elections against giving any
form of material and political

these to the Department
of the Interior and Local
Government (DILG) for
investigation,” Arevalo said.
~ He reminded local
government officials of a
memorandum circular that
prohibits local officials from

T

S

Negros Occidental execs
supporting NPA rebels — AFP

government offictals are giving
financial and logistical support
to NPA guerrillas in exchange
for their services as private
atned groiips, especially

© during clections,

“If our reports are strong
enough, we will forward

support to communist rebels,
Afio said violators face
life imprisonment and a fine
of P1 million under Section
4 of Republic Act 10168 or
the Terrorism Financing
Prevention and Suppression
Act. ) A :
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Army offlcer says NPA attack a show of force )
A military official on Tuesday branded as a vainshow of force

‘anattack on Monday by communist rebels on a miiitia base in

Lake Sebu, South Cotabate, Lt. Col. Jones Otida, head of the
Army’s 27th Infantry Battalion, said at least 20 New People's
Army (NPA) rebels attacked militiamen and soldiers guarding a
road profect in the village of Lamfugoen in Lake Sebu, Otida said
the military team repulsed the attack and suffered no casuaity.
Militlamen and soldiers aiso prevented the rebels from burning
heavy equipment being used for the project, Otida said, He said
he believed the attack was a prelude to more attacks in time for
NPA’s soth anniversary on March 29, “They want to send the_-
Message they are stlil strong,” he sald. -sonG s, sarmiznTo }h
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By MIKE U. CRISMIINDO

7 AMP BANCASI, Buluan Clty
{1 ¥ The area command chicf
vi ,of the Armed Foreces of the
“:. .7 Philippines (AFF]) in Mind-
anao on 'fuesday urged the remaining
niembers of the Communist Parly of

p2 éf?.’f Ty A

is still time

the Philippines-New People’s Army
(CPP-NPA) {o “surrender now while
there is still time” : "

“¥ield peacelully while there's a
chance,” said Maj. Gen. Felimon 1.
Santos, Jr, area commmand chief of the
Eastern Mindanao Command (Kast-
Mincom).

The AFP BastMincom chief called
on the remaining members of the CPP-
NPA who are slill running in the moun-
tains of Agusan, Surigno and Compos-
tela Valley provinces, including in some
parts of Davao Roegion, Bukidnon and
North and South Cetabato lo surrender
peacefudly while there is still & chance
for them to live normal lives.

“We call on our prace-loving com-

. munities also to continue Lo assist

" and help our field units by helping

the NIPAs who want to surrender and

HAHy iy bR

Ty NATION'G LTABING NEWIVPARER

WP to Beds: Surrender now while
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there

be parl of our quest for peace which
everyone is longing for,” stressed Maj.
Gien. Santos, .

The AFT BastMincom chicf made
this statemoent after sceing (he exodus
of CPI-NPA members and supporlers
who voluntarily gave up in Surigao del
Norle, North Cotabato last weelk,

The AFP Itastmincom has already
recetved 938 repgular members of the
NI througgh its various field units.

Based on its recovds, Bastmincom
already received a total of 1,217 Militia
ng Bayan members and 434 Sangay ng

Jartido sa Lokalidad - NPAs conunu-
nity-based support groups — and 8,932
mass supporters, from-January 2018 to
carly February this yean

Brig. Gen, Irance Nemosio M. Ga-
cal, commanding general of the Aviny's
Northeastern and Northern Mindanao

4th Infantry (Diamond) Division (Hh11»)
also said on 'luesday thatmore former
rebels are coming out and are being
processed by the military and the local
government units as the 4th ID em-
barked on a “peacefu) war”

The 4th 1D cotmmander veiterated
the army's “peaceful war” approach
in addressing the multi-dimensional
nalure of eommunist terrorism, “Uhis
approach is aimed at ‘combating’ or
selving the socio-cconomic issues in
remole villages being exploited by the
comumunist terrorists,” he said.

“Peacelul war is not fiterally “war”
through the use of military weapons,
but il is a unique form of warfare
sans viclence, through the delivery
of social services by government
hon-government entities,” Brig. Gen,
Gacal said, %
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Army monitors 3 Negros
mayors supporting NPA

" BY EUGENE Y. ADIONG

i ACOLOD CITY: The military has monitored
at-least three Negros.QOccidental mayors

8.0 who have been supporting the New People’s

on Tuesday.

Col. Benedict Arevalo, com-
manding officer of the Philippine
Army's 303td Infantry Brigade
based in Barangay Minoyan of
“There is one

Army (NPA) ‘a top Philippine Army official said

central and another one in the
north. At least three mayors, so
there could be more including
some other local officials.”

But, he added, "I cannot name
names because I also want to pro-

"2&-}

tect them, We will not judge them
and we will not take it against
them. It is not our jobs in the
nilitary to prove their guilt.”
Arevalo said the Department of
the Interior and Local Government
had already wamed the local officials
against this because it was illegal,
“The persistent Intel report is
that these politicians are giving or
getting financial support, logistics,

Ananpowet, and private armed

groups from the NPAs,” Arevalo
said, adding that foreign govern-
ments had-also declared the NPA

as a terrorist group,

“So, lwould also like to remind
our officials to refrain from giv-
ing and getting support from the
NPAs, Qur role in the army is (o
maintain and ensure the conduct
of peaceful elections,” he said.

Gov, Alfredo Matanon Jr,, how-
ever, said there was no need to
remind the mayors and other local
officials about this because they
already knew that, }}%

“Givingsupport and favors to the
rebels means that 1hey are going
against the government,” he said, -
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Soldiers foil NPA bid to totrch
heavy equipment in Lake Sebu

GOVERNMENT forces yester-
day foiled a plan by communist
New People’s Army rebels to
burn heavy equipment being
used in the government’s road
construction project In Lake
Sebu town in South Cotabato on
Monday night. .

Troops from the Aroy's 27th
Infantry Battalion were sent to
Barangay Lamfugon on Monday
after the military received intel-
ligence reports that rebels were
planning to burn cquipment
belonging to the Gemma Con-
struction firm.

Lt. Col. Fzra Balagtey, spokes-
man of the military’s Bastern
Mindanao Command based in
Davao City, said soldiers caught
up with about 20 rebels in Sitio
Lamfinik at around 8 p.m., leading

9) ©

10 a 20-minuse fivefight.

Balagtey said the rebel group,
composed of about 20 men,
withdrew and are the subjeet of
pursuit operation. No ole was
reported killed ot injured on both
sides.

Balagtey said the rebels were
planning to totch the heavy equip-
ment of Gemma Construction
heeause the firm refused to heed
the communist movement’s to pay
revolutionaty tax, a euphemism for
extottion,

“I'hat’s why we conducted pa-
teols in the ate,” said Balagtey.

Eastmincom commandet
Maj. Gen. Felimon Saatos Jr.,
meanwhile, vowed to secure all
government flagship projects
in'IEastim Mindanao, — Vietor

Reyes D
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Duterte okays return of NDIP exec

BY JOCELYN MONYEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Duterte yesterday
instructed the police and the mili-
tary to “altow” communist teader
lidel Ageaoili to return to the
country to discuss with govern-
ment the possibility of restarting
peace negotiaitons.

He also asked Jose Maria Sison,
founding chair of e Communist
Pary of the Philippines and con-
sultant of the National Democtatic
Front of the Philippines (NDI),
to “find time to talk sensible
peace.”

“I think Attorney Ageaoili has
sounded off -- he was coming

again to talk and I told the military
and the police just allow him. Lor
after all it’s just on a - we'tre on a
waiting period about the appropri-
ate time to talk about peace. { am
not that cruel,” Duterte said in cer-
cmonies for the ninth anniversary

See DUTERTE > Page N3

DUTERTE

of the Mindanao Development
Authority (MinDa) and the 25th
anniversary of the Brunei Darus-
satam-Indonesia-Malaysia Philip-
pines Iast ASHAN Growth Area
(BIMP-LIAGA) held in Davae City.

Sison, Agcaoili, and NDFP con-
sultant Luis Jalandoni are all based
in the Nethetlands,

Agcaoili, chair of the NDIP
panet in peace talks with govern-
ment, and Jalandoni were sup-
posed to return to Manila late last
year for some informal meetings
with government officials, They
have requested a meeting with the
President, who fnstead telegated
the meeting-to his Cabinet.

Theinformalmeeting did not push
through after Ageaoili and Jalandoni
expressed concern they would be ar-
tested if they retutn to Manila,

The President, in the same
event, stressed the importance
of peace not just in Mindanao
but also with the CPP-NDFP-
New People’s Army, saying the

war between government and the
communists has been going on for
more than 50 years.

Duterte also hinted that he is
amenable to Sison’s return to the
couftty,

Sison has been on self-exile in
the Netherlands since the late 80s.

“Unless we somehow reduce to
the barest minimutn their senti-
ment, their hunger for justice,
social justice, there will be no peace
in the hnd. T am not saying that I
am now in agreement with Sison, I
don’t like his style but I do not hate
him, We are friends and we can be
friends, Some other time they say
I would kill for money, But since
Sisor is my professor, T wilk kill him
for nothing, Ixcept that Lefore he
gocs to the blue yonder, kindly find
time 1o talk sensible peace, We have
been at it 53 years,” he said,

The President said it would be
best if neither paryy would make
any demand when the government
and the communists return to the
negotiating table,

“I suggest that we do not make

any demands. We go to the table
and to talk about it. And if he
approaches something which is
not acceptable and I would say,
‘No, I eannot accept that’ Aad if
I propose something and he does
not relish it, then maybe he can
go back to Netherdands,” he said.

The President last year ordered
the cancellation of peace talks at
the national level and said localized
negatiations would be pursued
instead,

Duterte initially ordered a review
of all the agreements and arrange-
ments that have been agreed on
by the government and the com-
munist group before instructing
the State’s negotiating panels not
to pursue the talks,

Duting Tuesday night’s event,
the President reiterated his plan
to talk with Nur Misuari, found-
ing chair of the Moro National
Liberation Front, about peace and
possibly to “craft something more
expansive in his atea.”

Government signed a peace
agreement with the MNLE in 1996,
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Go, ‘Baste’ secure
freed NPA hostages

AGUSAN DEL SUR — Former Special Assistant
to the President Christopher Lawrence “Bong” Go,
along with the President’s son Sebastian “Baste”
Duterte, Tacilitated the release of the remaining

_ cight hostages by the communist New People's
Army (NPA) on Tuesday here.

Go and Duterte traveled to Agusan del Sur
Tuesday morning to receive the freed hostages
who were among the 12 Civilian Armed Forees
Geographical Unit (CAFGE) members and two
soldicrs abducted by the NPA

They were seized by the baoist rebels in

Turn lo page 2

Go and Duterte tlavclcd to Agusan (Iel Sur ']‘uesday
morning to reccive the freed hostages who were
among the 12 Civilian Armed Forces Geographical

Unit munbers and two soldiers abdueted by f,hr' NPA

“Frompage 1

the vicinity of Barangay New ..
Tubigon, Sibagat, Agusan (!ei Sm !asf -
* dying, whether they are soldiers,
“Fhese were Lhe ielufumu{,“-:r; policemenm rebels, We are Filipings,
“War s ]mmﬁll io see.” “

December.

liostages (of the NPA)” Go said
yesterday. “Bud they weroluened over
to us. Thal's wiy we ave to go there
a3 soon as possible,”

The . NPA i Mindanao has boeen
keeping friendly relalions with Ui
Duteites. It often welcomed thon
Davao-Mayor Rodiigo Dulerte in
its camps bofore ke soughl (he
mesidency in 2016,

On M February, 'six of tho |
“kidnapped CAFQU members were

released by tho NPA through a ihivd-
palty facilitator. 'liey were turned

-over to the Army's 401st Brigace,

Fourth Infantty Division while leaving
the eight whom Go and Duferte
also asked to be releasad without
conditions.

Thev wore turned over o

" the 402nd Brigade of the

0 Dfu[mo Carino Jr, -aud. Gpl, Brle”
B Mauang'm of the Aiy's. .31([ Sj)ecnl_'
~ Forees, With theni are,. CAIG
g Emembets Jitiwel Acobedo Rohndﬂ i

Philippine Avmy based in
Bancasi, Butnan City in
the presence of Go and the
young Duierie.

.The released hostages are Ple.

Quiao aind Jaines, Gabuiel el Janjan,
all suriamed Higan, Ji was not clear
at press time whethor the last three
are siblings.

They were turned over to the
402nd Brigado of the Philippine Avny
hased in Bancasi, Buluan Cigy in the
presence of Go and the young Dulerde,

The four others who were released
catlier were with (hem,

Go said talks with e NPA did
not stop since December Inst year
A friend of the yorng Duterte sought
{heir help as he is a relative of one of
the hostages.

“We can'l say no that request, I
was a plea by a flend,” said Go, who
pulled out of the eampaign (eail in
Lwzen for this inmmediate undertaking,

e g . —

° msmgon(y.

but as a g vato citizen, i

“Ii helps io keep an open tin to
Halngne witl the rebels,” he said, ‘T
camof bear sceing our countrymet

The released hostag,es are Pic

. Dariino Carino Jr. and Cpl.

Erie Manangan of the Ary’s’
3¥d Special Foveos, With them

-are CAFGU members Jimgel

Acobedo, Rolande Quiac and*
Janies, Gabriel and Janjan, adl
surmanncd Iligan,

To appreciated the NPA's release
of the hastages, saying the rcbels did
notask for anything frow hit, 1o said
{his act iy holster (he possibility af
avother round of peace talks between ]
{he governmend and {hie Maoisl, group,
“This Is goodwill on theiv (NI’A
rebels) pant. Maybe the Left is willing
{0 oion ey deorsto peace. Presidont
Duteate is willing to talk to thew, 100,
he added.
Gohasheen comlstenﬂv Eli)p(‘dhn%,

o the NPA Lo take (uivaulag,e of

Pregident Rodiigo I)ntuie s offer of
péace,

AS pait of bis %enatuual hl(! he
Jias pi Lpdlcd a ngl
mcmelc luc :]m:

\J of temsmes auchmeg
ot tié uniqiie situations in difforent
aveas of the countiy

“Fam in favor of Iocalized peace
1alks,” he said,

I July 2008, Go also successhully
facititaled the reloase fvom NPA hands
ufinsp Menardo Cui Sr, deputy chief
of police of President Roxas, \mih
Cotaldo;

His olher legislative agenda
include programs for improved
health services, ageieallure, antf-
illegat drugs and eriminality; howsing,
edneation, five protection and
preveition, anti-corruption, tong
term sports development, ereation
of a Depatiment. of OFW Davangay
welfave snd improved benefils foy
seitiol eilizens. cap
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Troops foil NPA from burning heavy equipment

By Francisco Tuyay

ARMY troops foiled an attempt by New .

People’s Army lerrorists to burn down
heavy equipment being used in a road
construction project following a clash in
South Cotabuto Tuesday evening even
as an NPA rebel was killed in a separale
skirmish in Misamis Oceidental Mon-
day.

L. Col. Ezra Balagtey, information Of
ficer of the astern Mindanao Command
said the plan by the NPA to set fire to a
heavy equipment was aborted after they
were intercepted by soldiers from the
27th Infantry '

Battalion in Sitio Lamfinik, Brgy
Lamtugon, Lake Sebu town at about 8
pam.

Balaptey said troops under Col, Adenis
Bajao, commander.of the 1002nd infan-
try Brigade were scewring an ongoing
road construction praject at the satd area
when they spotted about seven’ NPA re-
bels acting suspiciously. :
© A 20-minute gun battle erupted after
which the NPA team scanpered to dif-
ferent direction. 'The brief clash did not
inflict any casualty on both sides,

QOn Teb, 14, an NPA rebel band torched
four heavy construction equipment-~
three backhoes and a bulldozer being
used in'a road widening project at Kaliwa
Dar in Infanta, Quezon, ‘

After the burning, the NPAs fled to-

“wards the bouudaries of Laguna and (-

ezoin bul were intercepled by pursuing
ary treopers from the 1st infantry Bat-

talion, sparking a fivefight which killed
a rebel who tmmed out to be an under-
graduate student of veterinary Medicine
at the. University of the Philippines Los
Bajios identificd as John Carlo Capist-
rano Alberto.

Major. Gen, Felimon Santos [fr., com-
mander of the Eastern Mindanao Cowmn-
mand which has jurisdiction in South
Cotabato said his troops aie conunitted
to puard government flagsltip program in
his ol

“Our securily and military operations
are committed to establishing a psycho-
logically secured enviromment which al-
lows the impleimentation of government
projects in the hinterlands that will ben-
ofit our marginal and jsolawed communi-
Lies,” Santos said. 4/7
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By MIKE CRISMUNDO

BUTUAN CITY -~ After two months
in captivity, two_militiamen were
freed by their New People’s Army
(NPA) abductors In the hinterland
of Remedios Trinidad Romualdez in
Agusan del Norte province.

In his flash repoit to Police

Regional Cffice 13 (PRO 13) re- -

gional headquarters at Camp Col,

Rafael Rodriguez here and Agusan

del Notre Police Provincial Office
(PPO), RTR Chief of Police Senior

Inspector Noe!l Galindoo identified

the milidamen as A} Reginal and

Bernabe Safahay.

They were freed by their abduc-
tors at 1:30 p.m. on Monday in
Sitio Kaunlaran, Barangay Tagbon-
gabong, RTR, Agusan del Norte,
he said. '

The release of A} Reginal and
Bernabe Salahay brings down to
eight — two soldiers and six Citizen
Armed Forces Geographical Unit
Active Auxiliary (CAA) members®.

- the‘ramaining captives still being
held by the NPA somewhere in
the hinterland of Diwata ranges in
Caraga region.

Reginal and Salahay were cap-
tured in separate instances in Agu-
san del Sur and Agusan del Norte
in Dec. 19,

The militiamen were turned over
by the NPA to third party facllitators
atabout 1:30 p.m. Monday in Baran-
gay Tagbongabong, RTR town.

Earlier, six other hostaged CAAs
were released by their abductors in
Barangay San Juan, Bayugan City,
Agusan del Sur province on Feb. 14,

Meanwhile, Joaquin Jacinto, al-
leged spokesman of the National
Democratic Front of the Phitippines-
Mindanao, said the release of the
hostages proves that it is still open
to resuming peace talks with the
Duterte administration,

The release was a “gesture of
goodwill” despite the government’s

failure to suspend military gpera-
tions, he added. /mg
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‘Severed feet
in Jolo blast site
hot from 23 fatalities

By EMMANUEL TUPAS .

The two paits of severed
feet recovered at the site of
the twin bombings in Jolo,
Sulu Jast month do not be-
long to any of thé 23 civilian
and military fatalitics, police
said yesterday. '

“Base sa interview
nung niga relatives g mgn
iainatay, wala sa kanilang mga
ihahal sa bultay ang nawalan
ng paa,” Philippine National
Police (PNP) spokesman
Senior Superintendent
Bernard Banac told
reporless.

Authorities suspecied the
pairs of severed feet belong
to an Indonesian couple
who carried out the attacks.

Probers had earlier said
suicide bombers perpetrated
the attacks, which were
coordinated with the group
of Abu Sayyaf leader Hatib
Sawadjaan.

The PNP Crime Labora-
tory is expected to release
the resulls of the DNA test
on the severed feet within
the weck.

Based on physical exami-
nation, Banac said the pairs
of mutilated feet belong to a

man and a woman.

PNP Crime Laboratory
ditector Chief Supetinten-
‘dent Rolando Hinanay said
examination of the severed

feet is ongoing,
Aid for victims
of bombings
Meanwhile, the Depart-

ment of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD) has

" released more than 300,000

in assistance to victims of
the bombings in Jolo and
Zamboanga City.

The DSWD said the Zam-

boanga peninsula regional
office distributed food packs
as'well as hygiene and
sleeping kits to sutvivors of
the Jolo biasts,

The agency also provided
medical assistance to those
wounded in the explosions,

The families of those
killed in the explosion in
Zamb_oanga City received
burial assistance of P5,000
cach,

The DSWD said social
workers are visiting the
wounded to determine the
other forms of assistance
they might need.

; L~ With Janvic Mateo
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TUE NATION'G LZABING NEWSOAMIR

PRRD to install S%éﬁéman' BfMg this week -

By FRANGIS T, WAKEFIELD :

The Oftice of the Presidential Ad-
viser on the Peace Process (OPAPP)
on Tuesday said the 80-member Bang-
samoro Transition Authority (BTA) will
take their oaths of office in Malacanang
this week,

The BTA is the interim government
of the Bangsamoro Autonomons Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) which re-
Placed the Autonomouis Region in Mustim
Mindanao following the ratification of the
Bangsamoro Organic I.aw (BOL),

The BARMM will have a parliamen-
tary form of governnient,

But the Palace has yet to announce
the names of BTA appointees.

The BTA will be led by a chief minis-
Ler and two depuly chier tnisters.

-OPAPP

Aside from President Duterte, also
expected lo attend are the leadership
of the Moro Islamie Liberation Front
(MILY}, Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF), lecal government exceutives,
legislators, and international partners,

Presidential Peace Adviser Secre-
tary Cavlito Galver Jr, had eavlier said
majority of the BTA appointees are MILF
meinbers,

Galvez said President Duterte is
counting on the BTA to ensure “effoe-
tive governance” in the proposed new
autonomous region and dosires for BTA.
members to have “no record of corrup-
tion” and be “sincere public servants,”

“The President said there should be
good governance, effective governance,
Even if the law is good but then we can-
not implement it well so the Prosident’s

“Mayroong significant tasking ang
BTA tulad ng important legislations
na dapat mapasa, Unang-una ‘yong
Bangsamoroe Administrative Code,
Bangsamoro Revenue Code, Bang-
samoro Electoral Code, Bangsamoro
Local Government Code, Bangsamoro
Education Code ¢The BTA hasimportant
tasks one of which is Dpassing important
legislations like the Bangsamoro Adniin-
istrative Code, Bangsamoro Revenue
Code, Bangsamoro Electoral Code,
Bangsamoro Loeal Govermment Code,
and Bangsamoro Tducation Code),”
Deputy Presidential Peace Adviser Nabil
Tan had earlier said. .4

The BTA, he added, may also craft a
Bangsamoro Civil Service Code but it will
still be subject to the review and approval
of the Civil Service Commission.

brerequisites are the persons must have
horecord of corvuption and they ave sin-
cere public servants,” Galvoz said.

" The MILFhasreportediy nominated
41 representatives to the BTA; the gov-
ernment, 39. Nite nominees will come
from the side of the MNLF

“It will be multi-sectoral ang there
will be equitablo representation from the
difforent provinces,” Galvez said.

“We are walting for the authoriza-
tion for the BTA and the appointment
coming from the President, Once these
are signed, we wii commence with the
period of transition,” he said,

Incumbent officials of the Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM) government will alsobe part of
the interin body until their term of office
ends on June 30, 2019




__“,@mm February 2018

e

=

A o A Birea B
R R K AT |
g Page: g_

{bali¥i

T8 NATIONY LEAGING NowgpAREs

3 Maute bandits surrender in Lanao del Sur

By FRANGIS T. WAKEFIELD

Three Maute members submilted
themselves to the troops of the Army”s
49th Infantry Batlalion in Sultan Du-
malondong, Lanao del Sur on Monday,
February 18, 2019,

Lieutenant Colonel Edgar Alan Vil-
lanueva, commander of the Army's 49th
Infantry Battalion, said the three were
under sub-leader Mubarak Manalo, also
known as alias Mubarak.

The three also turned over one M2
Carbine rifle and assorted magazines
and ammunitions. .

“T'he contintous surrender of Maute

members is a vesult of the eollaboration
with local governmont vnits (LGUS) in
our area of responsibility,” said Colonel
Romeo Brawner, 103rd Infantry Bri-
gade Commander, 4

The newly designated Joint Task
Force ZamPeLan (Zamboanga Pen-
insula, Lanao) commander, LBrigadicr
General Roberto Anean, cominended
the efforts of the troops and the LGU
of Sultan Dumalondong,

“Peace and security are a shared
respousibility. We acknowledge the
eflorts of the .G U aud stakeholders of
Sultan Dumalondongs for the success-
ful surrender of the Dacsh- inspired

remnanls,” Ancan said,

“We also call for other remnants
to surrendey, lay down their aris and
return €o the folds of the law and work
with us in attaining a peaceful and
progressive province of Lanao del Sus”
he added. ﬁ

Armed ForGes of the Philippines-
Western Mindanao Conunand (AFP-
WestMinCom) chiel Lieutenant General
Arnel I3, Dela Vega lauded the troops
of the Joint ‘Fask Foree ZamDPel.an for
their unrelenting conduct of operations
against the tervorists in {heir arca
of operations which yielded positive
resuits,




3 Maute, sumuko sa Army

- Maute members is a result of the

Sunutko ang tatlong miyembro

i ng Maate sa Army's 49th Infankry

| Battalion sa Sultan Dumalondong,
Lanao del Sut, nitong Lunes,

Ayon kay Lieutenant Colonel

Edgar Allan Villanueva, commander

ng Army's 49th Infantry Battalion, ang

tatlo ay nasa ilalim ng pamamahala ni
sub-leader Mubarak Manalo, na kilala
tinsa alyas na Mubarak,

Itinurn over din ng tatlo ang
isang M2 Carbine rifle at ibat ibang
magazine at bala. . :

"The continuous surrender of

,{

collaboration with local government
units- (LGUs) in our area of
responsibility,” ayon kay Colonel
Romeo Brawner, 103rd Infantiy
Brigade Commandet. :

\f) Prancls T. Wakefield
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Gov’t to turn Marawi City
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By GENALYN D. KABILING

The government is aiming lo trans-
form war-torn Marawi City into one of
the country’s prime tourist destinations
after its massive rehabilitation.

Housing and Urban Development
Coordinating Council (HUDCC) chair
Eduardo del Rosarlo said they intend
to sustain the rebuilding of Marawi and
keep peace and order in a bid to attract
tourists in the future, :

“Ang peaceful environment ay na-
Pakaimportanteng aspeto ng ating re-
habilitation. Masasabi ko nga 50 peveent
lang ang infra, anothor 50 percent is to
have a peaceful environment para iyong
sligma ng Lanao Del Sur, ang Marawi
City, kaya walang pumupuniang mga
tourists ay natatakot, katlangan mawala
bo iyon [A peaccful environmont is an
important aspecet of our rehabilitation. 1
would say 50 percent for infrastructure,
another 50 percent is to have a peaceful
envivonment so the stigma of Lanao del
Sur; of Marawi City must be removed.
Tourists ave not coming over since they
are afraidl, Del Rosario saicd during a
Palace press briefing, )

“And our objective is 1o ensure that
. Marawi will be one of the best tourist at-
tractions In Mindanao at the end of the
rehabilitation,” he added.

Txel Rosario also said the govern-
ment needs the cooperation of Mavawi

Into prime tourist destination

restdents t6 keep their communities safe
and thwart the return of any Islamic
State-linked.lawless elements to theip
town.

“They shouldbe one with us in engup-
ing that they will not allow the entryofthe
terrorists na mga 1S1S-Maute Group na
makapasok,” he said.

“If the citizens themselves are active
intelling the military once there are faces
and they feel that they are tervorists, it's
their responsibility now to immediately
report to the military” he added,

In May, 2017, the IsIaimic State-linked
Maute Group attacked Marawi City, leav-
ing more than a hundred people dead and
displacing thousands of families from
their homes,\ -

The conflict ended after a five-month
intense hattie between government
troops and the rebols that leff the city
in ruins. A massive rehabilitation and
recovery program has been put in place
by the government to hring the Marawi
community back on its feet,

Debris clearing operations in the
mosl affected arcas of Marawi started
last year and ave expected to be finished
by August or September: Road networks
and public utilities would alse he buitt,
during the first stage of the rebuilding
process.

The government aims 1o complete
the multibiltion-peso Marawi recovery
program by Decomber, 2021,
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The Manila Tmes

Marawi ho
‘ghost town’
—task force

. AN infer-agency task force leading
rehabilitation efforts in war-torn
Marawi City on Tuesday disputed a
teport that said the city remdined a
“ghost town” more than a year after it
was liberated from terrorist influence.

Task Force Bangon Marawi Chaitman
Eduarde del Rosario described Marawi
City as “alive and booming,” contrary
to'a Washington Post article published

#1'GHOST TOWN' FROM A1

Marawi

February 1, which stated “Marawi [ooks almost
as it did when the bombs and bullets stopped
flying in October 2017.”

"Mukhang maspadong off-tangent ito sa

katotohanan at kung anong nagyayai talaga
saMarawi City, Pag sinasabi kasi nating ghost
city, ang papasok sa ating mind el walang
nangyayari at napapabayaan ng gobyemo, na
wala pong katotohanan (it seews to be off-
tangent from the truth, from what is happen-
ing in Marawi. If you say it's a ghost city, what
comes to our mind is that nothing changed
and the government did nothing, which is not
true),” del Rosario told reporters.

“Ang Marawi City ngayon, if you will go
there mahirapan kang makarating hanggang sa
center of the city dafil napakagrabe ng taffic;
business activily, economic activity and move-
ment of people. '

So many vehicles ang nagpupunia na sa
Marawi City and this {lggers economic activity
{Ifyou go to Marawi City, you'd find it hard 0
reach the ceater of the city because of the heavy
traffic. [There’s] business activity, economic
activity and movement of the people. Maby
vehicles are afready going Lo Marawi City, and
this tripgers economic activity),” he added,

Del Rosario added (hat the Washington
Post article “overly dramatized negatively” the
current situation in Marawi City, the capital of

= Ghost towi'A8

Lanao del Sur province in southern Mindanao.

He noted that the most affected area, which
was leveled during a five-month battle belween
governmend troops and Islamic State-inspired
Maute rebels in 2017, only comprised 250
hectares of Marawi's total land area of 8,000
hectares.

“We'd just like to say the reality on the
ground #a ito ay walang katugmang nangyayari
(that the story does not match anything here)
nait's) a ghost city, but instead it's [ull of eco-
nomic activity and | think this can be auributed
to the whole govemment approach, conver-
gence efforts i ginagawa ng ating gobyerno
(that is being done by our government}... Now
city na tafaga (its really a city) and it is alive
and booming,” he added.

The task force head expressed confidence
that the rehabilitation of Marawi would be
completed in 2021,

“I'hie challenge now is the consent of the resi-
dents to give their willingness, their consent for
their houses to be demolished. Four-hundred-
fifty houses were demolished fast week and we
expect that others will follow,” Ive said.

‘the government has set a P67.9-billion
budget for the comprehensive rehabilitation.

Finance Assistant Secretary Antonio Joselito
Lambine said around P41.8 billion has been
raised through concessional financing as well
as international grants.

11e said the remaining portion of the bud-
get would be raised through the offering of
Marawi bonds., CATHERINE S. VALENTE
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‘Marawi is
alive and
booming’

8Y JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

THE Task Force Bangon Marawi
yesterday said Marawi City is “alive
and booming” as rehabilitation ef-
forts and rehwilding of lives in the
war-forn city continues.
lask force chairman Vduvardo
_del Rosario issued the statement
fal!c»\vmg Washington Post report
- that described Marsawi City as a
- “ghost city” and which said it looks
‘1!11]03!: like it dic after goveriment
forces defeated the Maute teror
;,mup in October 2017,
The Maute attacked and lacer
. oceupied several batangays in the
city.in May 2017. *Fhe five-month
armed conflict killed at teast 1,000
terrorists and goverament troops.
+ Del Rosario said the \Vflshmgt(m
p()St’llthlC was “off tngene” from
th(. truth, EIc said when one says
“ghost city,” it means nothing is
happening and government has
-neglected the area.
- Del Rosario said there are
“business and economic activities

See MARAWL 3 Page 13




MARAWI

in the city, even causing heavy
trafiic. .

“If youwill go there, mahirapan
kang makarating hanggang sa
center of the city dahil napaka-
grabe ng iraffic - business activity,
economic activity and movetnent
of people. So many vehicles ang
nagpupunta na sa Marawi City at
this triggers cconomic activity.
So wala pong katotohanan itong
lumabas sa Washington Post, kast
lahat nang nakakausap natin nata-
tawa nga. Bakit mo sasabihin na
ghost city (“If you will go there,
it would be difficult to reach the
center of the city because traffic
is very heavy -- business activity,
economic activity and movement
of people, So many vehicles are
in Marawi City and this triggers
economic activity. So there is no
tuth to the story that came out
at the Washington Post, Those
we talked with are even laughing,
Why would you say it's 2 ghost
city)?” he said. .

The Washington Post’s Feb-
ruary article, titdled “Philippine
forces cleared this city of Islamist
militants in 2017, 1t’s siill a ghose
town,” also showed photos and
videos of deserted ronds, and de-
stroyed houses and mosques.

A part of the article said: “More
than a year since Philippine Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte declared

the city liberated, Matawi looks
almost as it did when the bombs
and bullets stopped flying in Oc-
tober 2017, foltowing five months
of urhan combat. Not a single
new structure has been buile. Al-
most none of the debris has been
cleared. Snakes and mosquitoes
infest the bright-green canopy of
weeds enpulfing the ruins, The odd
stray dog has taken refoge inside
bartle-ravaged buildings.”

It also said about 100,000
Marawi residents have not returned
to their homes and ate living with
relatives or in camps.

Del Rosario said the report
may have been “dramatized nega-
tively” because the city is “alive and
hooming”

He said report may have been re-
ferring to the 250-hectare gtound
zero, which only accounts for 0.03
percent of Marawi’s total atea of
8,000 hectares,

Del Rosario said that land devel-
opment in some areas in the city
started as early as August 2017, or
while the siege was still ongoing
and at the risk of the lives and
limbs of government forces.

He said this is why President
Duterte, in January 2018, was able
to distribute about 500 temporary
shelier vnits to displaced families.

Del Rosario said as of Janvary
2019, abour 2,000 temporary
shelters have been completed.
About 2,500 temporary shelter

17

homes are targeted for comple-
tion by March and 4,500 by the
end of the year. '

The groundbreaking ceremony
for the rehabilitation of - Marawi
was held on Qct. 30, 2018 or
about two wecks from its origi-
nal schedule, which was Get, 17,
2018, the anniversary of President
Duterte’s declaration of the city’s
liberation

Del Rosario satd government
is prioritizing projects on debis
management and road network
construction, which are expected
to be comipleted cither by August
or September. '

He said road construction work
is expected to begin in Junc or July.

Among the infrastructure proj-
ects on the pipeline are rebuilding
and expansion of bridges and
roads. '

Government satd rehabilitation
¢fforts are within the timeline, and
that they expect to complete the

-tehabilitadon by December 2021.

Iinance Assistant Secretary
Tony Lambino said government
has set a 1°67.99-billion budget
for the comprehensive rehabilita-
tion, about P41.8 hillion of which
has been raised with the help of
ather counteies and international
organizations,

Lambino said government is
planning to raise the remaining
portion of the budget through the
offering of Marawi bonds.
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DAVAO CITY — The government
of Spain has offered $50 million or
roughiy 172,617 billfon to support the
rehabilitation and recovery of the
war-torn Marawl City, Mindanao De-
velopment Authority (MinDA) public
relations head Adrian Tamayo said.

Tamayo said that Spain Ambassa-
dor to the Philippines Jorge Movagas
made this anncuncement durlng his
courtesy call on MinDA secretary Abul
Khayr D. Alonto on Monday.

Aside from aid, Tamayo said Mora-
gas discussed the various develop-
ment efforts of the Spanish govern-

Spain offers P2.6B for Marawi

ment in Mindanao.

He said the ald for Marawl, de-
stroyed by a five-month armed
encounters between government
forces and Islamic state-Inspired

" militants in 2017, will be set aside for

the Infrastructure development and
soclal services, ‘

Asfo, Tamayo said both officials
shared mutual interests on the pos-
sibility of governmental partnership
on agro-economic zones, power
infrastructure for Tawi-Tawi, educa-
tion, and culture and language i the
future. (Antonio Colina) /‘b(
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Marawij
rehab .
on track |

The government is on track to
complete the rehabifitation pro-
gram of war-torn Marawi City, now
known as “The Rise Plan,” by De-
cember 2021, . '

Housing and Urban Develap-
ment: Coordinating Council (HUD-
CC) chair Eduardo del :Rosario
gave.a progress report on the
Marawl rebullding program as he
iefected allegations the city- was
still a “ghost town” months after
2017 deadliy terror slege. - :

"If we have what we called the
Marshall Plan in the-rehabilitation of
Europe after World War 1T, it was
called the Marshall Plan, For Marawi
we ale calfing it *The Rise Plan’ or the
Duterte administration’s ‘Rise Plan”
that stands for resiliency, identity, )
sustainability and evolution,” he sald
duwing a Palace press briefing,

"We have been saying it will be
completed by December 2021,
We are slill within our tmeline,”
he added. . .

Del Rosario said they expect to ,
finish the debris management in
Marawi's most affected areas by
August or September, Afterwards,
the construction of roads, school
buildings, barangay halls, the
convention center and other infra-
structure projects will begin,

Around 2,500 temporary shel-
ters will also be bujit by March to ;
be given to familieg displaced by ‘
the terror stege, The government :
aims to build 4,500 temporary |
houses by the end of the vear, ac- |
cording to Del Rosario,

The government earliar pegged !
the total rehabilitation cost of
Marawi at 1'67.9 billion, including
P17 billion for the the most affect-
ed areas covering 24 barangays,

While rebuilding works are ongo-
ing in ground zero, Def Rosario said
the larger part of Marawi was actualty
“alive” and “booming” with economic
adlivity, (Genalyn Kabiling) /V
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40 ex-Abu Sayyaf
men get houses

Forty former Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers were given new houses in
Tipo-Tipo, Basilan on Saturday.

The Armed Foarces of the
Phililpines-Western Mindanao
Command (AFP-WestMinCom),
said the housing units were

turned over to the former Abu
Sayyaf members by cutgoing
ARMM Governor Mujiv Hataman;
Colonel Fernando Reyeg of the

Joint Task Force (JTF) Basilan;

and Soler Undug of the Basilan
District Engineerlng Office.

Through the Program- agalnst
Violent Extremism, the houses
were constructed by the ARMM-
Bangsamoro Regional Inclusive
Development for Growth and Em-
powerment under the supervision
of the BDEO, )

Lieutenant Gerieral Arnel defa
Vega, commander of the Western
Mindanao Comimand, said the
grant reflects the commitment
of the government and other
stakeholders in expediting the
reintegration of Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers who returned to the folds of
the law. )

The turnover was held at 12
noon on Saturday. (Francis T.
Wakefield)
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Unwanted war and the MDT

g ur Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT) with
# H (he United States is in the limelight
again, after Defense Secretary Delfin
&Y Lorenzana called for its review.

The objection to the MDT is the US
‘treaty obligation. Most of us want a Nato-
type guarantee that “an attack on one
member is an attack on ail,” instead of the
provision in the MDT that, in case of an
armed attack, “x x x each party will act in
accordance with its constitutional pro-
cesses."”

These discussions are based on the
premise that treaties are sacrosanct. In
World War I, the Germans stated that a
treaty is a “mere scrap of paper” when it
invaded Belgium, in violation of the treaty
guaranteeipg the neutrality of that coun-
try. Britain and France cxploited the Ger-
man statement by creating the fiction that
treaty commitments are sacrosanct. Actu-
ally, treaties throughout history have nev-
or been sacrosanct.

bPuring prolonged wars,

like the

Napoleonic, the Peloponnesian and the

Hundred Years' wars,. treaties were not
merely ignored, members of an atliance al-
so often switched sides, in World Warll, at
least six countries—Finland, taly, Yu-
goslavia, Hungary, Bulgaria and Roma-
nia-—changed sides. In 1938, the Brltish
~and the French dumped their treaty obli-
gation and allowed Hitler to annex

Czechosiovakia, thus confirming that what
the Germans said in WWI was correct.
Since treaty commitments are not
sacrosanct, there is a better explanation:
that even without a treaty, a country will
go to war if its national interest is at stake.

HERMENEGILDO C, CRUZ

This is best explained by a comment in the
United States after Saddam Hussein invad-

ed Kuwait in 1991 “We wilinot intervenein

Kuwalt if it exports only tomatoes,”

Consequently, a grand coalition was
formed to lberate Kuwait i 1991. None of
the coalition members had any defense
treaty with Kuwait. The casus belli of the
coalition. was to uphold the UN Charter;
the hidden agenda was to prevent Hussein
from controlling tire world oil market.

Thus, national interest and the histori-
cal record of a country are better indica-
tors of how a country will react to a given
crisis. In the case of the United States, free-
dom of navigation has been a cornerstone
of its foreign policy. To uphold this princi-
ple, the United States had fought four
wars: the war against the Barbary pirates
in 1805, the war of 1812 versus Britain, and
World Wars [ and 1L .

In 1812, the United States was still a de-~
veloping country, Nénetheless, it took on
England, the superpower of that time, on
the issue of freedom of navigation. The

United States had prospered through trade -

and commerce, hence its commitment to
uphold freedom of navigation.

If China can convert the West Philip-
pine Sea (WPS) into a Chinese lake, it will
have the ability to interdict not only wotld
trade and commerce, but also the projec-
tion of US power overseas. The US naval

battle groups in the Pacific and in the Per- - '

o slan Gulf, for example, cannot mutually

suppoit each other in a crisis. If the United
States allows thls to happen, it will mean
the end of Pax Americana. A superpower
can remain thus only if it can freely navi-
gate the seven seas and project its power to
ali parts of the globe.

Great Britaln became so weakened by
World War II that the Royal Navy ceased
to ritle the waves, Thus, it had to give up
its world empire. It is highly unlikely that
the United States will be the first super-
power to abdicate its status by default,
without going to war to uphold freedom
of navigation. War will be the case if Chi.
na interdicts freedom of navigation in
the WPS.

In this regard, we may be looking the
wrongway at the MDT. The imminent dan-
ger is that the United States may drag us
into a war for which we are not prepared.
Chinese hostile action against a‘US vessel
conducting “freedom of navigation” trips
in the WPS is covered by the MDT, The ves-
sels and aircraft of both parties (the Phillp-
pines and the United States) is part of the
“treaty area” In the MDT. This has been the
case throughout history—the powerful
member of an alllance dragging the weaker
ally into an unwanted war. fﬂl

Hermenegildo C. Cruz was a career
diplomat serving as our ambassador to
the United Nations, the Soviet Union and
to Chile and Bolivia. He holds the degree
of master of arts in law and diplomacy
from the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy.
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The gmnd bargam

here was abr nef spasm of soul- searchmg
in the wake of the behavior of some nurs-
es at Tuburan District IIospil'aI. The be-
havior of the nurses-—"shocking indif-
ference to and deliberate neglect of” a man

riddled with bullets from a supposed shoot-

out with cops, as yesterday’s Inquirer editori-
al put it-—was at least acted upon by the au-
thorities, leading (6 the nurses being fired, If
the behavior of the nurses was appalling,
then at least what scemed to he widespread
outrage over their behavior is somewhat re-
assuring. We haven't fully lost our communal
(and individual) ability tobe shocked,

The soul-searching (along the lines of wiat
kind of a socicty is this, that has its own health
workers unmoved by suffering and seemingly
disinclined to live up to the Hippocratic Oath)
involved mulling over the long-term conse-
quences of the President’s so-called “war on

drugs.” An incident that happened the day be--

fore the shooting in Cebu reinforces my belief
that there is a simple trade-off that's taken
place, one I've described previously but which
hears repeating. The tracde-off is that the Presi-
dent gets to place himself above the law, by
taking upon himself total responsibility foracts
he has ordered hig sthordinates to undertake,

I leave it to academics to elaborate on the
philosophical and other underpinnings of this
development {start with ‘Fithrerpringtp,” We-
ber and charismatic leadership, and lan Ker-
shaw's “Working 'I'owards the Fithrer”). But, in
practical terms, what we have at work in this
simple, stark, all-cneompassing arrogation unto
himself of all responsibility—legal, spiritual,
moral—for any and all effects of his policies,
such as the "war on drugs,”is combining our so-
clety's age-old passivity In the face of assertions

THE LONG VIEW
MANUEL L QUEZON HI
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of power with our version of the soclal com-
pact--that obedience is premised on results,
the most fundamental being instilling order,

From people who have conducted fieldwork
among different sectors, a cormen observation
seems to be that the President’s policy of lqui-
dations comes as no suiprise, since the use of
force to deadly effect is a common enough real-
ity in local governments. The difference is that,
instead of simply being for partisan or personal
gain, here, in the national liquidation scheme, it
is ostensibly being done for the public good
—and there are surveys aplenty to underscore
that it is a fact that the public accepts this Dasic
assertion, though tempered by the fear that it
may turn out otherwise, after all. Hence a public
that applauds the policy of liquidation, wiitle
confessing fear over how those chosen for Liqui-
dation may not be rigorousiy vetred at all,

But again, it's the simple trade-off that up-
holds the President as not only supreme law

_enforcer, but also supreme in that one-word

expression of that innermost desire of the pop-
ulation for order to come out of chaos: “Will,”

W

more often than not prefaced thh "political,
which whitewashes a desire for ruthlessnes

- with a layer of democratic legitimacy, as to b

political assumes it is done with consent,

It is significant that the day before the
gruesome video was filmed in that provincia
hospital, the President was reported to hawvt

* thundered and shrilled yet again, saylng he'c

told officers In a command conference, “Ta-
pusin ha natin ito sa panakorn ko, while I'im stil
here ready to assume singly. 1 will assume ful
legal responsibility for whatever it is. Anc
they can hang me if they want. No problem.”

The offer he made to the police still doesn't
seem to have imany takers among the military,
And while the military shows signs of having
made its own uneasy alliance with the Presi-
dent—by means of his not just nullifying but
reversing his previous policy of collaboration
with the communists, and replacing their slots
in‘the admlnistration with retired officers—it
apparently continues to balk at being drafted
into liquidating neighborhood individuals.

[t may simply be a cold calculus of account-
ability at work here on the part of the military.
‘The President himself has complained that his
clear formula for evading legal repercussions
from liquidations was flouted by incompetent
or corrupt cops, or hoth; a professional soldier,
faced with this {to them) typicat Philippine Na-
tionai Police mess, wouldn’t want to be associ-
ated with it in any way, On the other hand, the
lines of authority, the room for maneuver, the
rules of engagement, for liquidating the New
People’s Army or those suspected of enabling
them—here, the Armed Forces of the Philip-
plines can say it knows its business.

miguezon3@gmail.com
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E Expressions of appreciation

We ought to thank Admiral Philip  the right track in countering terrorism,
Davidson, chief of the Us Navy’s Indo- With this developments, the Filipino
Pacific Command for recognizing not people conveyed their support to oyr
only the effort of Filipino soldiers duting  soldiers, sent letters to our heroes, others
the Marawi siege, but also the counter. ordered food from a certain food chain.
terrorism operations of the Philippine And I kngw that the Armed Forces of
government. ' the Philippines appieciates these expres-

The continuing actions of our soldiers  sions of Jove from our couniryme
resulted to the arrest of number of indj- May these Expressions of appre-
viduals involved in the Marawiincldent. . ciatior, for our troops continue not only
This only proves that the government i during crisis but ajl the more every
seriougin ending this senselesg mayhem, single day that thege soldiers are in the

The statement of Davidson gaveanaf- Dbattlefield, — EZEKIEL, MANAOQIS, kel
firmation that the Filiping soldiers are ony manaois@yaloo,coy




and her vilification
of Duterte

I’ not ?
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ple’s vil-

ification

campaign against President Duterte
and the Philippines, and her success
in getting foreign media entities to
portray her as a heroine of press free-
dom, her journalism career would
have crashed years ago.

*TiglaoA6

Ressa is therefore unlikely to
give up her portrayal of herself as
a victim of the suppression of the
press in a country which she says
has a media that have been cowed.

In the description of her in Rap-
pler and in other foreign award-
giving sites, she is portrayed as a
distinguished journalist whio was
given more than seven awards
by international media outfits,

including one as Time magazine's’

“Person of the Year.”

This were allgiven only in 2018
alter Ressa, -with the help of Yel-
low forces, managed to portray
internationally as instances of
Duterte’s alleged authoritarian-
isin the actions of two state agen-
cies in upholding our rule of Iaw,

First, the Securities and Exchange
Commission’stuled that it had vio-
lated the constitutional ban on for-
eigh money in media. And second,
theNational Bureau of Investigation
dedded to pursuea private citizens’
libel charge against Ressa.

‘Ihat is, in just a year of her
efforts in portraying the Phil-
ippines as under authoritar-

The truth about Ressg

- dan rule, Ressa got at Iéast seven,

- awards and internationsl acclaim
(o sympathy), In contrast, she
couldn’t get a single such award
in her 16 years with CNN, -
(The Wikipedia entry on Ressq
feports that she received an Over-
seas Press Club Award for Best
Documemary and‘the National
Headliner Award for | hvestigative
Journalism, presumably before
2018. The two awards’ websites
though do not teport her recejy-
ing such honors,)’

Thiee élep’_ha'nts‘ :

I 'had admired Ressy for her au-
dacity in 8oing into broadeast
media which, especially in the
Us, has three elephants in thejr
news studios, which would have
quickly trampled her.

First is its biag against non-
whites, Second is the bias for staff
whose physical features conform
to Anglo-Saxon notions of beau-
ty. And third is the bigg against
women. A cursory research makes
this point obvious, CNN has about
200 anchors and correspondents,

How many are black females?
Two. How many of Asian descent?
Three, How many aren’t Anglo-
Saxon lookers? None,

This is not my opinion bu the
result of numerous scholarly stud-
ies on US media and is biases.
US media outfits’ rush (o defend
Ressa, I suspect, is an instance of
lheirhypocrisy and their collective
guilt for their bigotry,

Ressa managed (o stay long at
CNNbecause a major concernof US
and its media minions had emerged:
The outbreak of Islamic terrorism in
the Philippines and in Indonesia,
CNN exploited her; Ressa’s looks
and her family links in the two coun-
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tries (one parent s Indonesian, I was

“told, but cannot confirm) made it
easy for her to access sources among
terrorists and government,

Despite her coverage though,
the three elephants in CNN's
hews studios eventually. got o
kick her out. 1 was (old that she
was given that "resign or be fired *
kind of message by CNN early in
2003, when she was Jakarta bu.
reau chief. And she thought she
could be CNN's next Cristiane
Amanpour, her career idol. Did
you notice that CNN as an insti-
tution didn’t issue a statement in
support of its former staff?

Resign or.be fired

ABS-CBN recruited her in 2004 to
head its news division, the idea of
its president then, a purportedly
markeling genius, Freddie Garcia,
who argued that Ressa would give
the oligarch-owned station the
“CNN sheen” of excellence, Chair-

- man Gabby Lopez was said to have

been delighted that he would be
seen as the Philippines’ Ted Turner:
Ressa though proved to be 5 big
headache for Lopez, insiders in
the network reported. (See for in-
stance h r{ps.//www.rhedaiiysenn)c
net/ZOl8/10/3-scanda]ous—mess—
that-man'a-ressa-ofbtml.'f‘m=I)
Did you notice that neither
ABS-CBN, nor its media bigwigs
like its president Chare Santos,
Luchie Cruz-Valdez, Karen Davila
and Charie Villa have spoken a
word in defense of their former
colleague, a “kabaro” a( that? Yel-



low leader Mar Roxas - if not for
his wife Korina Sanchez - would
have raised a howl over Ressa’s
"persecution,” but didn't,

All these women despised
Ressa, for various reasons, and
bugged Lopez to fire her. Many
in the network, even Lopez's
conservative relatives, were alleg-
edly also scandalized over Ressa’s
open lesbian relationship with
Lilibeth Frondoso -— married but
separated -— who became some
kind of power in the network
because of her closeness to the
controversial news head. Gabby's
mestizo executives and friends
incessantly asked him: “Are you
really comfortable with Ressa be-
ing the face of ABS-CBN?”

Gabby Lopez, I was told by insid-
ets, got the excuse to give Ressa the
"resign-or-be-fired” message when
he got undeniable proof that she
was moonlighting, that is, giving
interviews, for a fee, on Philippine
developments with CNN and other
US media outfits (whom she would
later tap (o raise a howl against
the libel charge against her). Her
services to ABS-CBN was exclusive,
according to her conteact.

End of career

That would have been the end of
Ressa’s career in’ broadcast media.
‘The Philippine broadcast industty
is a smal), gossipy world, and no

_other media enterprise -— even
Manue] Pangilinan’s new Channel 5
to whom she sent feelers to join —
~would take her in, Al-Jazeera, which
had been pirating CNN broadcast-
ers, was run by British executives
and had the same three elephants
of bigotty in their studies.

While her work in covering
terrorists in the Philippines and
Indonesia got her to be a con-
sultant in academic and intelli-
gence institutions in the US, her

expertise in Islamic jihad became

gradually doubted because of
her exaggeration of the extent
of the network of the Islamist
jihadists in Southeast Asia, and
lier conclusion that these were
all directed by al-Qaeda,

lor instance, in her 2012 book
Seeds of Terror: An Eyewitness

Account of Al-Qaeda’s Newest .

Center,” Ressa claimed that the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
{(MILF) was really a part of al-Qa-

eda, and that its Camp Abubakr

was a sprawling training camp
for the Bin Laden (errorist group.
She even stridently criticized

former President Gloria. Macapa-~

gal Arroyo for undertaking peace
talks with the insurgent groups,
and even repotted claims that her
militaty sold arms to the MILE in
a self-serving way since she had
covered (wo countries in the region
that had Muslim terrorists, Ressa’s
thesis was that Southeast Asia —
because Indonesia had the big-
gest Muslim population while the
Philippines was weak in fighting
terrorists — would be the center of
Islamic jihad in the world.
Obviously, subsequent events
— the peace agreement with the
MILF and the decline of al-Qaeda
as well as Bin Laden’s killing —
made Ressa’s expertise passé, if
not inaccurate. The US and the
West's main concern became the
tise of the Islamic State, which
was far, far beyond Ressa’s world
of Southeast Asian jihadists,
Iter narcow field of expertise
in journalism, Islamic jihad in
Southeast Asia, became useless.

Devastating

That would have been the end of

Ressa’s journalistic career which
would have been devastating for
her immense ego which, geing
by accounts of those who have
worked with her, compensated
for her diminutive size and looks.

She found a new career when the
Benigno Aquino 3rd camnp, after he
assuned power in 2010, had the
brilliant idea of setting up a news
website, in order to control the
emerging world of social media,
and to form a tag feam with the
Philippine Daily Inquirer the Yel-
lows had their thumbs on,

The plan became urgent when
Aquino decided to undertake the
unpiecedenied project of remov-
ing the Chief Justice, Renato Co-
rona. It was s clan’s last-resori
move to conteo) the Supreme
Court so it would rule that the

S

‘agrarian-reform compensation for

his clan’s Hactenda Luisita would
be P10 billion, not the 200 mil-
lion the Agrarian Reform depart-
ment calculated it should be.
Rappler officiatly went online
Jan. 1, 2012 a few days before Co-
rona’s impeachment trial started,
with even its first major story —
symbolically? — a false one that

_claimed that the Chief Justice

cheated to get his PhD, which is
still posted by the website.

- Asmy colleague Yen Makabenta
wrote yesterday: “Rappler served
as cheerleader for every sordid
turn in the impeachment trial
up to the very end; it said noth-
ing when the prosecution was
caught manufacturing evidence,
and when Aquino was exposed in
his bribery of the senator-jurors.”

Vicious, false articles

Rappler competed in posting
having vicious, false articles that

demonized Corona with the

- Philippine Daily Inquirer.

B

It was in {fact Rapplet's en-

thusiasm in vilifying Corona to -

justify its existence to its Yellow
overlords thai gotit into trouble

It reported in May. 2012 that
Corona was using an SUV owned
by a Filipino businessmen involved
in “human trafficking and drug
smuggling.” Of course, that angered
the businessmen so much he has
pursued a libel case against Rappie..

Ressa has cried to the world
that it was just Duterte wanting
to suppress Rappler.

Because of its huge technol-
ogy expenses to build a big
audience in cyberspace and jts
above-industry salaries for Ressa
and his gang, Rappler got to the
brink of bankruptay, &pecia!ly
when the Yellows lost power in
2016, The Yellows had difficulties
bankrolling it either covertly or
overtly such as through contracts
with the tourism department.
{Because of its success in poriray-
ing Dulerte as an authoritarian
though, Rappler appears Lo have
been recently infused with new
Yellow money: Its two new board
directors wele with Cory Aqui-

-no's high officials, Solita Monsed

and Fulgencio Factoran.)

An American, Ressa tapped his
contacls with the help of Yeliow
supporters in New York, and got-

Awo US outfits, Omidyar Network

and North Base Media to invest
P100 million. in the website to
save it from going under.

SEC ruling

An Americait, Ressa probably had
nevér read the Philippine Constitu-
tion with its ban on foreigners in
media, or she had stch a culture of
impunity thatshe thoughtshe could
ignore the laws of this puny nation,
‘The Securitics and Ixchange Com-
mission ruled that indeed Rappler
was in violation of the Constitution
and must be dissolved.

Ressa panicked and claimed
first, that the foreign money was
donated to its managers. When
that proved imposstble {the
managers told her they can't pay
for the taxes {or such gifts), she
claimed that the investments
were in the form of securities, the
kind PLDT and ABS-CBN use to
go around the constitutional ban
on foreign money in media.

Oops! The Bureau of Internal
Revenue read about her explana-
tion, studied it for monihs, and
ruled that Rappler's issuance
of securities generated capital
gains, which therefore must be
taxed. Rappler evaded such pay-
ment of P133 million in taxes,
the BIR concluded. The Justice
department had to agree with the
BIR and filed a tax evasion case
against Ressa and her executives,

Ressa cried to the world that
she is being persecuted. Ressa has
vilified her countiy of birth for
her cgoistic ambitions. .

American nedia are automat-
cally biased against a Third World
leader who doesn’t pay obeisance
to the US, and aiter ail this puny
country is not that important (o
faci-check the lies a fellow Ameri-
can tells them.

Email: tiglao.manilatimes @
amail.com
Facebook: Rigoberta Tigho
Twitter: @bobitiglho
Archives at: wivwirigobertotigho.com
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Bangsamoro interrupted -

T The second round of voting for
¢ the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL)
Reconciling and the expanded tervitory of the
these antoncmons tegion ended close tq

.o sunset last Tucsday,
flzvef.y?rz-t. For the National Plebiscite
inter e'StS, 5 Board of Canvassers (NPB0(), a 4
s dannting ook would provide sufficlent lead

challenge  (ime for the transmittal of the

Jor the certificates of canvass (CoC) to the [EtgAy "] f
yet-to-be Intramuros office of the Commission

!c}onvened on Elections, specifically the MUGRlNGS

Bangsa{na and municipal CoC from Aleosan,
\Transition Carmen, Kabacan, Midsayap, Pigkawayan, Pikit
Authority.  ynd Twunan in North Cotabato.

Thus, the NPBoC had sel 11 February as the
start of the official canvass of the 6 Februavy
plebiscite votes. The required “double majority”
resulled in oulcomes disastrous for some, but
heaven-sent for others, impeding the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao

(BARMDM) Lrajectory. :

ro provincial CoC from Lanac del Norte  Salma Rasul

Unofficial counts from Lanac del
Norte indicated the rosidents of the
gix towns voling for inclusion in the
BARMM, Unfortunately, province mates
from the remaining 21 towns refused
to acquiesce to such aspirations by
voting fo retain the towns within the
Jjurisdiction of the province,

In North Cotabato, of the 67
barangays, four opted to remain with
their wother municipality. -

Barlier, majority of Cotabato
Cily voters had approved the city’s
inclusion. This despite its history of
rejecting inclusion in the vregion of autonomy in

- plebiseites held in 1089 and 2001

Isabela City’s constituents again rejected
membership in the region of autonomy, following
its negative voting record in plebiscites past.

- Such contrasting results reflect the dynamics
of local politics.

Cotabate City was a tough sell for pro-BOL/
BARMM advocates, with the eity mayor

aggressively campaigning against inclusion.
Ironically, of all L.GU, Cotabato City veaped the
most henefit from the Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). With the current seat
of the regional government located noar the city
onvirons, local businesses have been kept afloat
by supplying the vavious regional offices with
products and services. The boom in proporty
development has seen the construction of hotels
and malls, establishment ef restaurants, car
rental serviees and the consequent employment
of locals — all catering to the needs of both
the ARMM regional government and its regional
assembly, as well as the Bangsamoro Transition
Commission and Comprehensive Agreenent on the
Bangsamoro-derivative structures. The morphing
of Cotabato City to a bustling metropolis can be
directly attributed to iis hosting the seat of ARMM
government for a couple of decades,

Isabela City's negative vole was primarily
anchored on the Catholic Church leadership’s
opposition to the inclusion, despite Basilan’s
nativo son, ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman’s efforts

to gain support. Even as Basilan overwhelmingly
vobed for its incluslon, {sabela City continuss to
ho part of Region 0. What a bizarre and unwioldy
administrative arrangement.
- A The entrenched
(44 Dimaporo clan staunchly
The required  supported the exclusion
*double majority” of the six towns of Lanao
resulted in del Norte, thus securing a
' “No” vote, This, despite the

outcomes

disastrous for presence of Moro I[slamie
sone, but Liberation Froni camps
heaven-sent for under Commander “Brave”

in the contested towns,
Reconciling thesec
divergent interests is a

others, impeding
the Bangsamoro

Autonomous daunting challenge for
f};r;ggm in Muslim the yet-to-be convened
t'l" “t’mf’ Bangsamoro Transition
rafectory. Authority,

‘To thase fruslrated by the plebiscite rasults, take
solace from Martin Luther King Jr.: “We must accept
finite disappointment hut rot lose infinite hope.”

¢
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By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of nafional pride.

ONLINE. NEWS
20 FEBRUARY 2019
Army upgrades EOD units equipment

By Priam Nepomuceno February 19, 2019, 2:41 pm

MANILA --- Explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) units of the Philippine Army (PA) are
constantly upgrading their equipment to improve their capability, an official said Tuesday.

"Currently (the EOD units are) a fresh setup. Though the effort continues on aspect of
upgrading its equipment,” said Lt. Col. Louie Villanueva, Army spokesperson, in a message
to the Philippine News Agency (PNA) when asked if there are plans to beef up its EOD

units.

Each EOD company is composed of 50 personnel and are equipped with bomb suits,
hooks, and lines, among others.

These units were formed to counter and neutralize threats posed by the continued usage of
landmines and similar weapons by the New People’s Army (NPA), the PA spokesperson

earlier said.

Villanueva said these EOD units are usually deployed via detachments to each infantry
divisions to defuse fandmines.

The PA is composed of 11 infantry divisions, one mechanized infantry division and one
artillery regiment.

A division is composed of between 6,000 to 10,000 officers and enlisted personnel.

"Currently, we have three EOD companies deployed in three main geographical areas
(Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao) supporting Army combat units," Villanueva said. (PNA)

www.phna.qov.ph
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AFP welcomes expanded training with PNP to neutralize threats
By Priam Nepomuceno February 19, 2019, 2:20 pm

MANILA --- Cross-training between elite police and military units will result in the
neutralization of threat groups in the country, an official of the Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP) said on Monday.

The AFP issued the comment in the wake of reports that the Philippine National Police
(PNP) plans to expand the cross-training of its elite units with the Philippine Army to
improve their capability in internal security operations (1SQO).

"The AFP and PNP have always been working hand-in-hand in terms of implementing
internal security operations in the country," said Col. Noel Detoyato, AFP Public Affairs

Office chief, in a message to the Philippine News Agency (PNA).

Aside from giving the PNP greater inter-operability with the military in running after
communist rebels and terror groups, it also beefs up the intelligence networks of the AFP

and PNP, Detoyato said.

"The AFP and PNP’s strengthened 1SO efforts have and will continue to benefit both forces
in terms of neutralizing more threat group members, encouraging more surrenders, and
strengthening the security forces’ intelligence network," he added. (PNA)

www.phna.gov.ph
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Reds responsible for death of UPLB stude in Laguna clash
By Priam Nepomuceno February 19, 2019, 12:32 pm

MANILA -- An official of the Armed Forces of the Philippines {(AFP) said the New People's
Army (NPA) is responsible for the death of a Unlver3|ty of the Philippines-Los Bafos
student in last week's clash in Laguna province.

"The UPLB student is a victim of the CPP-NPA-NDF's (Communist Party of the Philippines-
NPA-National Democratic Front) continuous deceit and brain-washing of the vulnerable
youth," AFP public affairs office chief Col. Noel Detoyato said Monday.

The UPLB veterinary student was reportedly recruited by the NPA earlier this year and was
killed in an encounter with Army troops last February 14.

"They are recruited, taught to wield arms, and eventually meet their untimely and
unfortunate death fighting government security forces. The hands of these communist
terrorists are stained with the blood of misied youths who could have been productive
citizens that support the government's peace and development initiatives," he added.

Detoyato earlier said that such action by the NPA, a listed terrorist organization by the
United States and the European Union, should be condemned.

"The schools are supposed to be places where patriotism, discipline and nation-building are
being inculcated to our children but the CPP-NPA-NDF (are) exploit(ing) these places," he

said. (PNA)

www.pna.qgov.ph
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