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" President Duterte opens

of the largest Muslim rebel Broup as iwead of

Anather avenue to seal a peace accord with Mor

GRS S v

FROM A1

By Julie M. Aurefio
@MAurelioING

President Buterte on Friday ap-
puinted the chief of the largest
Moro rebel group as head of the
transtiion government that will
Tun a new autonomous Muslim
region, taking anotier step in
sealing & peace accord to end
decatles of insurgency In the
vountry’s froubled sauth.

In i ceremony where he un-
hounced ~the “appwintisient af
members of rthe Bangsamaoro
Transition Authority {BTA), Mr.
Duterte called on the interim
gavernment to “atways crbody
the dreams and aspirations of
the great men and women who
tame before you and fought for
the recognition of your right to
determine vour future.”

“Asyou lead this new region
inward a brighter fornozrrow, |
ask you never to waver in your
commitment to build an instity-
fion that is founded on the rule
of law, the promotion of good
governance and the defense of
our mest cherished democratic
values,” he added.

The President appointed
Moro islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) chair Murad Ebrahim as
the BTA's iterim chief minister,
who will lemporarily lead the
tegional parliament of the
Bangsamoro Aulonomous Re-
glon in Muslim  Mindanao
(BARMM),
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Safety passes

Several of M urad's top cop .
Thaiders long wanted for dea(.
ly attacks were given salety
Passes to be able to trave| 1o
Manila and. join the ceremony,
eluding Abdullah Macapaar,
wha uses the nom de guerre
Commander Brayo,

Known'for hjs fiery rhetoric
while wearing his camouflage
uniform ang brandishing his as-
sault fifle ang Erenades, Maca-
PARE wWas one of the 41 MILE
leaders dppointed to the gq.
meniber BTA,

Speaking 1o reporters after-
t__he ceremony, Mr, Iy Lerte jusei-
fied the appointment of the
"revolutionaly" MILF comman.
ferinthe pT4
‘ "We are talking here of eng-
g a revolution, s you shoulg

; : o insurgents by appointing the chief
aninterim guvernment_ inanew autonomous region in Mindanao, {4




W!'IAT WEHT BEFORE

Juiy 2018 Presldent Duterte

signs Republic Act No, 11054, or
the Bangsamoro Organic Law
(BOL). _ _

- Jan, 21,2019 - Plebiscite for.
the ratification of tha BOL takes
place for all argas under the Au-
tonomous Region in Muslim Min-
danao (ARMM), Isabela City in
Basilan and Cotabato City.

feb. 6, 2019 - Second
plebiscite for voters in Lanao del
Norte, seven towns in Cotabato
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talk to a revolutionary or a war-

rior of that war,"” he said, adding’

that Macapaar "took the brunt”
of the military operations
apaiiliy the WIILE,

A fan. 21 plebiscite ratified
the Bangsamoro QOrganic Law
{BOL) that created the BARMM

which would replace the Au-

‘tonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao {ARMM) in accor-
dance with a 2014 peace agree-
ment between the govern-
mentand MILF,

During the ceremony, the
President received the Com-
mission on Elections’ certifica-
tion- declaring the BOL's ratifi-
catlon, and the expansion of the
BARMM's territory to include
Cotabate City and 63 barangays

pro.w'nce and other areas that pe-

titioned for inclusion in the future
Bangsamoro takes place, -

Feb. 22,2012 - The 80-mem-
ber Bangsamoro Transition Au-
thority (BT A), the interim govern- '
mant in the Bangsamoro Au-
tanomous Region in Muslim Min-
danao (BARMM), appointed by
the President takes oath.

The BTA will runthe BARMM's
parliamentary government in

G oamma e

in Cotabato provinee,

Mr, Duterte said the cre-
ation of the BARMM was not
only the fulfillinent of his cam-
paign promise but also "the re-
alization of all our dreams and
end long decades of armed
struggle  that hindered the
growth of the region which l al- .
so consider my home.”

Counting victories

He said that like any other
Mindanaoan, he wanted to see
an end to the violence when
government and rebel forces
were “counting our victories,
not by the progress or develop-
ment of the place bhut by the
dead bodies that were thrown
around,”

first regular elections. The
interim chief minister will
exercise executive authority
while the BTA will exeicise leg-
islative sauthaority.

Within the first 60 days of the
transition period, the interim chief
ministar witf submit to the BTA
the proposed organizational plan
and schedule of implementation,
which the BTA will vote on within
10 days after submission, The

“The road to peace may he
long and rough, but | am glad
that we have finally reached its
endpoint,” Mr. Duterte said.

- Murad vowed (o lead the in-
terlm government and make it
“promotive, Tespousive and
protective” of the Bangsamoro,

the Slumad”. and the settless in

Mindanao.

“We have fought, sacrificed
and struggled for agovernment
that. would be reflective of our
system of life, and a governance
that is suitable and acceptable
10 the Bangsamore,” he said in
his message.

Murad said thoese who rati-
fied the BOL “set the highest ex-
pectations” for the BTA, “They
deserve no less than a govern-

the Bangsamoro region untitits transition plan wili be implement-

R

withinio days.

ed 15 days from its approval.

June 30,2019 - Terms of the
incumbent elected officials of the
ARMM wilt expire.

2022 - BARMM constituents
wilt hold election for the firs| set
of officials of the BARMM, syn-
chronized with the national elec-
tions. Immediately after the first
reqular efections, the BTA will be
dissalved.

Sources: inquirer Archives,
Republic Act No. 11054

ment that can lve up to thase
expeclations.”

Within the frst 6o days of
the fransition period, Murad
has to submit to the BTA a pro-
posed transition plan and its
scthedule of implementation,
which the BTA must vote on

Dissolved after poils

The new Muslim region will
hold the polls for its first set of
elected officials in 2022 at the
same time as the national elec-
tions. The BTA wiil be disscived
after the polls.

In his brief speech, Mr.
Duterte reminded the BI'A to “al-
ways work for the best interest
and welfare not only of the




Bangsamoro people, bt every
Filipino who Hves in that region.”

ST rrust that you will oversee
the transition period to the best
of your abilities, especially in
the decommissioning  of
firearms and former combat-
ants,” he said.

About 12,000 MILF combat-
ants with thousands of firearms
are expected to be demobilized
starting this year under the
peace deal. Thousands of other

“puerrillas would® disarm  if
agreements under the deal
would be followed, including
providing the insurgents with
livelihood to help them return
to normal fife.

Dream come true

“The dream that we have
fought for is now.bappening and
there's no more reason for us to
carry our'guns and continue the
war,” rebel forces spokesperson
Von Al Hagq told The Associated
Press (AP) in an interview aheacd
of the ceremony.

The FPhilippine and Western
governments and the guerrillas
see an offective Muslim autono-
my as an antidote ro nearly half
a century of Muslim secession-
ist violence, which the Isfamic
State group counld exploit to
gain a foothold. —wivi A REPORT
FROM INQUIRER RESEARCH ARD AP
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

From being the leader
of separatist rebels, Moro
Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) chief Al Hajj Mu-
rad Ebrahim is now the
interim head of the newly
created Bangsamoro Tran-
sition Authority or BTA. "

The BTA will supervise

_Ahe transition from the Ay-.
tonomaous Region in Muslim

Mindanao to the newly created
Bangsamoro ARMM.

Swearing in the transition
team fast night at Malacafiang,
President Duterte urged the
BTA to work for the speedy
decommissioning of the MILE,

“Always work for the best
interest and welfare, not only
of the Bangsamoro people, but
every Filipino who lives in
that region,” Duterte told BTA
officials and some 300 people
gathered in the Rizal Hall,

“Hrust that you will oversee
the transition period tothe best
of your abilities, especially in
the decommissioning of fire-
arms and former combatants,”
he said,

Speaker Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo together with Senators
Juan Miguel Zubiri, Aqui-
lino Pimentel 11 and Richard
Gordon, former peace ad-
viser Jesus Dureza and key
personalilies involved in the
crafling of the Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL) were

Turnto Page 4




MILF,S From Page 1

present at the oathtaking,

While the read to peace
had been long and tortuous,
Duterle said he is “plad that
we have finally reached its
endpoirt.”

The BOL mandates the
creation of the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Mus-
lim: Mindanao &{SARMM) to
replace the existing Autono-
mous Kegion in Muslim Min-
danao (ARMM).

“My only hope is that we
put to rest the bitter memories
of the past so that we can build
anew region thatis bound not
by ethnic or religious affilia-
tion, but by a common aspira-
tion for peaceful coexistence
among owr fellow Filipinos,”
he said.

He also stressed that the

We do away with oppression
and especially we iry. We can
always {ry; sumetimes it can
“be doner sometimes-it-canmot
be reached. But I pray that we
will end the hate thal pervaded
our lives for ¢ many years,”
the President said,
He ended his speech with
» Allahu Akbar” {Cod is Great)
{0 trumpet his commitment to
tho cause of Muslim Filipinos.
MILF peace panel chairman
Mohagher lghal and MILE
Drigadier commander Abdudlah
Coldiano Makapaar bin Sabbar
— also known as Conunander
Bravo - joined other Muslim
leaders in witnessing last night
the ceremonial declaration of the
BOL plebiscite canvass results
- by the Comumnission on Elections
{Comelec).
Farlier in the cvening,
Duterte alse swore in the 80
meinbers of the BTA, formed

establishment of BARMM is
not just the fulfitlment of a
campaiga promise.

"It will be the vealization
of vur colfective desire. It will
be the realization of all our
dreams and end long decades
of armed struggle that hin-
dered the gmwﬁi of theregion
I also consider my honie,"
Puterte said, '

He expressed hope thal
genuine peace and develop-
ment in the region is within
reach,
~ "Now that we have real-
ized our aspirations, believe
me, we in Mindanao share
our values, we would like to
sec an end to violence that
has led to nothing,” the Chief
Bxccutive said.

The Bangsamoro people,

to serve as interim govermnent
of BARMM.

They will administer
BARMM -for-threc. years-or
until new clected officials take
over inn 2022,

e also acknowledged the
yole of Dureza in attaining
peace in Mindanao as presi-
dential adviser on the peace
process before former military
chief Carlito Galvez took over
his post.

“The courage and determi-
nation of the Bangsamaoro will
not be in vain as the adminis-
{fration works for the realiza-
tion of the peaceful cohabita:
tion of Muslims and Chiistians
in Mindanao,” he said.

The BTA is composed of
representatives from vari-
ous Muslim and aen-Muslim
groups, indigenous peoples,
womten, youlh, settior commu-
nities and traditiona leaders,

he emphasized, are assured of
comfort and protection in the
exercise of rule of law under
his administration,

“1 give you my word of
honer” he ssid, citing what
he called were fruits of several
meetings and long nights of
discussions that preceded the
crafting of BOL.

“Today, L thank Aliah for his
mercy and for his understand-
ing of his people,” he added.

With the BOL in place, he
said the Bangsamoro people
stand to benefit more from
their land’s bounty and re-
SOULCCS.

“TI hope that we can end
}his... and [ assure you, there
is one contentious issue, re-
sources, it's also yours,” he
said, referring to the Linguasan
Marsh that he vowed would

benefit Mindanaoans.

"We do away with greed.

Galver said yesterday's
event “marks another major
step towards the fong-held
aspiration of our Moro broth-

s and sisters for genuine and

meaning(ul aulonomy”

“Through the BTA, the
Bangsamoro peopie shall have
a stronger voice atd have the
power o chart thebr own course
ol development,” Galvez saidin
his specch.

Galver said the approval
and eventual ratification is
a concrete manifestation of
the people’s overwhelming
supporl for the future of the
BARMM governmet.

Comelee chairman Sheriff
Abbag presented resulls show-
ing volers” support for BOL
during the recent plebiscite.

In a message, Delense G-
retary Delfin Lorenzana called
on every FHipino o suppuert
the peace agenda.
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_he said in.a statement. ..
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PNP welcomes 'I_éw
modifying rank classification

By EMMANUEL TUPAS

The Philippine National
Police (NP} welcomed the
new law that modified the
rank classification of police
officers, returning their old
ranks similar to military tittes,

PNP spokesman. Senior
Supt. Bernard Banac said the

- new law clarifies the command

and responsibilily in the police

- force for effective and efficient

supervision and control among
its uniformed personnel,
“The rank dassification
will contribute to more per-
formance output and pro-
ductivity from the police for
having high morale, as they
wil be called again the way
they were addrassed before,”

Banac said the public still
fingds it difficult to foliow
and understand their current

ranks. . S
Col. Noel Detoyato,

Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines (AFP) Public Affairs
Office chiel, said the return of
police ranks to military titles
would climinate the confu-
sion created by these civilian
police titles,

“This is a welcome devel-
opment for us because we
too are confused. Despite
prevailing civilian ranks of

policemen, most of them are.

still being addressed by the
common people as sarge or
general,” Detoyato said,
“Restoring the previous
military rank to our police-
metiis no problem for us. In
fact, it will erase the prevail-
ing confusion among us,”

said-Detoyato: -Prior-to the -

creation of the PNP, the now
defunct Philippine Constab-
ulary-Integrated National

el s

Ei,quice (PC-INP) sported
“military ranks or titles.

Detoyato said only the
rank litles of the policemen
will change, as the PNP will
still function as the country’s
gole civilian police force.

President Duterte signed
Republic Act 11200, which
standardizes the way PNP
officers are called, into law
fast Feb, &

© Sen. Panfilo Lacson, a for-
mer NP chicf, said the mea-
sure eliminates confusion on
how our law enforcers must be

~ addressed and brings our po-

licemen closer to the populace.
Lacson said the rank clas-
sification system should re-
move confusion on how to
address police officers, noting
that peoplestill tetid to ad-
dress them by their military
rank assighments,
Y - With Jaime Laude

A g Page: £
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Modlﬁed ‘ranks eliminate coniuswn PNP

“The Phihppme National Police
(PNP) has welcomed the approval

_.and signing of a law.which modifies.
“'the rank elassificalion ini tho police

organization and standardizes how

cops are addressed. . _

* Senator Panfilo Lacson authored
- the Senate version of the law which

President Duterte signed as Republic

Act No.'11200 last February 8, amend: -

ing Republic. Act 6975 o the Depart-

. ment of the Interior and Loeal Govern- _

- ment Act of 1990, The newly signed law
-is the consolidated version of Senate
Bill 2081 and House Rl 5236, '

Under the new law, the PNP s

- rapk classification’ system wil): be

Cdistinet from that of {he members of
- the Armed Forces of the Philippines

(AFP), with ranks used in addressing
pchcc personnel precedoed by the word
. “PGIELC 7

“The new law clarifies the com-

ntand and xeqponsﬂnhty in the PNP for

effective and efficient supervision and
control among its uniformed person- -

nel while performing their mandate

_to enforce thelaw, fight Jih,gai driags =
and crimes; maintain peace and :
order, with the aclive support of the N
*-peaple in the community,” said Senior

Superintendent Bernard Banac, PNP
spokesman, .

“Definitely, the rank classification
will contribute to more perfor mance
output and productivity from PNP uni:

formed personnel for havmg high mo-
. tale as they wiil be called agam the way

they were addressed before, in contrast

_ tothe present rank classification which

the publie still finds difficuli to follow
and understand,” he stressed. .
Ateording 10 Banac, the new rank
classification in the PNP shall be as
follows: Direetor General to Polico
General; Deputy Divector General to
Police Lieutenant General; Dircotor

lo Police Major General; Chiel Supor- .

intendent to Police Brigadier General;
Senior Superintendent to Police Colo-
nel; Supcrintendent to Police Lieuten-
ant Colonel;

# Chigf }nspeuot to Police Mamt,

Senwi' Inspecetor to Police Captain;
Inspoctoz to Police Liewlenant; Senior

Master Sergeant; SPO3 to Police Chief

. Master Ser gemnt; SP02 to Police Se-

- nior Master Sergeant; SPO1 to Poliee
- Master Sergeant; PO3 to Police Staff
- Sergeant; PO2 to Police Corporal; and ;
g PO1 to Patroliman/Fatrolwoman.”

~Banac said the NP rank classifi-

~cation law “standardizes the nomen-

clature of. 0rgam?auonal hierarchy in

‘the police ser vice, common among the
_umfeimt,d Rervices,™

Ha, however, clarificd that while

;thc new police rank classification has

simiilarities with the military rank
strueture, i deces not suggest a devia-
tion from the civilian charactor of hut
PNE.as praseribed by the daw. - ﬁ

. Police Officer 4'to Police Txecutive
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Lacson backs new -
classification system

REPUBLIC Act 11200 or the law which standard-
izes the way PNP officers are called, which was
sighed by President Rodrigo Duterte into law,
would climinate confusion on how our faw enfore-
ers must be addressed, said Senator Panfilo Lacson,

Lacson, who served as PNP chief under the Estrada
administration from 1999 to 2001, said this would also
bring our policemen closer to the populace,

“More importantly, this allows for better coordi-
nation between the PNP and other law enforcement
tnits in countering terrorism and other threats to
national security,” saic Lacson, '

Under the new law, the PNP’s rank. classification
system will be distinet from that of the members of the
Anned Forces of the Philippines, with ranks used in

- addressing PNP-personnel preceded by the word “Po=

tice.” The PNP rank classification shall be as follows:
Director-General to Police General; Deputy Director-
General to Police Lieutenant General; Director to Po-
lice Major General; Chief Superintendent to Police
Brigadier General; Senior Superintendent to Police
Colonel; Superintendent to Police Licatenant Colonel;
Chief Inspector to Police Major; Senior Inspector to
Police Captain; Inspector to Police Lieuntenant; SPO4
to Police Executive Master Sergeant;, SPO3 to Police
Chief Master Sergeant; SPG2 to Police Senior Master
Sergeant; SPOI to Police Master Sergeant: PO3 to Po-
lice Staff Sergeant; PO2 o Po}{ce Corporal; and PO
to Pateelman/Patrolwoman.
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'.a nm,]m mlr' in ao.-,r-m and relief
-~ eperations durlng disasters, an
Soffisial of the Armed Forees of the
Bhilipphies (AFD) said,

Jiey (ROTC units) can serve
2848 our ready veserve and warm
%vrodws in ease of disasters.
They can act as) force
multipliers,

_: If necded, the Reserve Officers’
“Training Gorps (ROTC) can b mobilized to
augtent regular military units conducting
refief operations, AI'P public affuirs office
chief, Col. Noof Detoyato, said Thursday,
“They (ROTC units) can serve as our
ready reserve and warn bodies in case
of disasters. (They can act as) foree
multipliers,” he said in a text message.
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Lawmakers are pushing to revive
. the mandatory ROTC training, suying
that the program develops a qtmn;,
sense.of diseipline and purpose”
among the youth,

ROTCused to ho a compuisory course
for male colicge students bl it was
tirned into an optional course following
reports of anomalies in the program,

Training reservists on disaster and veliof
operations and rehabilitation can prepare
them to respond te-natmal and mannule
calamities {hat oftet hit the conntry.

Earlier, the Depariment of National
Defense said the mandatory ROTC bill
is not “military-contric® bul fucused
on values formalion s

Hotese Bill 8961, which soeks to amend for
the purpose, Republic Act 77 or the Citizen
Armed Forces of the Phiippines Reservist A,
hias heen approved on seeont veading. PR



\WHO PAID NPA FEES
ON DILG WATCHLIST

The Department of the Interior
and Local Government (DILG) is
keeping an eye on 349 govern-
ment officials found tw have
paid extortion money and per-
mit-to-campaign  fees to the
Communist Party of the Philip-
pines-New People's Army (CPP-
NPA} in previous eleciions, A7t
In a statement on Thursday,
DILG Secretary Edwuardo Afo
cited a watchlist which includes
11 provincial governors, five
vice gavernors, 10 provincial
board members, g mayors, 23

-vice mayors, 41 councilors, 136

barangay captains, 50 barangay
councilors  and eight other

barangay officials. —iaymee 1.
GAMIL INQ
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By JANVIC MATECG .
Under fire for his proposal
o remove scholarships from
“anti-government” students,
National Youth Comimission
{NYC) chairman Ronald Car-
dema said he was merely
reviving an carlier idea of
President Duterte, :
Speaking with The Chiefs
atred on Cignal TV's “One
News” on Thursday, Cardenia
said he merely based his pro-
posal on an eatlier threat made
by the President against pros-
toslers,
“He really said it, ‘T will

take government scholagships

from thoese leftist groups and
Iwill give it to the Lumads,
Cardemasaid ina mix of ng-
lish and Filipine,
Heappeared to be referring,

the defensive after his earlier
statement - which called for
the removal of scliolarships
of “all anti-government schol-

ars, specifically those stu-

dents who are allied with the
{communist rebels)” - drew
condemmation from various
groups,. -

“1 will not resign because
the senators aie calting for my
resignation based on a wrong
infermation,” hesaid.

“That’s their opinion. But
they are basing it on a wrong
report of other news outlets
that 1 want the removal. of all

government scholarships of all

street protesters, of all rallyigig

dgainst the govéfpment,” He *
added. g5 W

Cardema sald he was only
calling for thegemoval of goven-

ment scholarships of “very, very
* - SES g
few™ anti-gov@mment scholars
EA N

Ccation

to a remark made by Duterie
fast year after students staged

~military in Laguna.

a nationwide watkout to pro-
test against his government's
policies.

“I'H give you a privilege:
don’t come to school for a
year. Ill lot the bright Lupd
enter UP” the President
said in a speech at the mili-
tary’s Eastern Mindanao
Command headquarters on
Fels. 1, 2018,

Cardema said he just re-
membered Duterte’s remark
foltowing the death of Uni-
versity of the Phili I.)[pjnes-]__os
Batos student John Carlo
Alberlo, who was killed in a
recent encounter between the
New People’s Army and the

He stressed the need to
remove the scholarships of
“the very tew” who beararms

who have already joined or awe
supporting the NPA.

“We did not say all and |
always specifically mention
that it's. OK to rally and to
voice ouf thefr dissent cven
with the President or on our
government,” Cardema said.

“We are specifically
against only those few whao
are aiding, supporting or
joining the New Feople's
Army,” he added

Interior Secretary Eduardo
Afio said there is “no need”
for Cardema to resign [rom
his position.

“Iit his sincere intention

ito rally the youth towards
“more televant undertakings,

hisstatements may have
beengmisinterpreted. | think
that as:NYC chair, he just gol
frustraled that some of our
young people, who are sup-

I

ST

proposal

against the government, al-
though he failed to respond

“tochservations that these siy-

dents are no longer scholars
anyway as they have already
lett school 1o join the rebels,

Vindicated

Carderna said he fall vin-
dicated following the recent
statement of the President,
who: said ‘there is nothing
wrong with disagreeing with
the government unless one
explicilly expresses support
for the NPA,

“The President of the Re-
public has spoken, basically
urging on my point that only
government scholars who are
alreacty joining the NPA,” he
said. “I-am- thankful that the
President of the Philippines
issued thal slatemnent,”

The NYC chivthad to 2o on

posed to be part of nation-
building and support of gov-
ernment undertakings, are
being brainwashed into join-
ing arti-government forces,”
Afw said,

He said Cardema has been
“doing good things” in the
yuuth agency.

Anwr also noted that Presi-
dest Daterte himself had said
students directly helping the
communist rebels will have
their scholarships revoked
and may alsabe charged wilh
rebellion.

Hor s parl, the Commis-
sion on Huoman Rights re-
minded the government that
criticismis on governance and
to denvand redress for such are
entitloments of the peeplein a
democracy and is ;;L:c)rﬁw\i ueed
by the Constitution,

- With Romina Caliera
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By JAIME LAUDE

Four ranking New Peo-
ple’s Army (NPA) rebels in
Northern Mindanao have
swrendered to the Army in
Bukidnon.

Col. Edgardo de Leon,
commander of the Army’s
403rd Brigade identified the
four as Lorena Micabalo,
| 24, alias Ka Jai-Jai: Gloria
Jandaya, 63, alias Ka Diding;
Gleceria Balanyiao, 34, alias
Ka Jao; and Jackielyn Ann
filaco, 34, alias Ka Lala.

Micabalo, a political offi-

cern, surrendered on Feb:-Jdp--

Jandaya, staff of the NPA’s
Regional Urban Commitiee,
and Balangiao, liaison-staff
Wf the NPA's North-Central
Mindanao Regional Com-
mittee, surrendered on Feb.
11 while Elaco, finance offi-
cer and political instructor,

-gave herself up late last

- w:} m”?':::;i‘&“ Lty P Fise '?gnf&';%mm.qx:::
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4 NPAs surrender
in Mindanao

month.

- “All four arc members
of the NPAs Sub-Regional
Commiltee 4, a group ac-
tively behind the radical-
ization of communities to
recruit residents in western
Bukidnon and urban areas
including Cagayan de Oro
City,” De Leon saicl,

In a debriefing, the four
claimed that they decided to
quit communist insurgency
due to the false promises of
their senior leaders as well
as their frustration over con-
tradictions betweon what is
being preachéd wnd what is
happening in the NPA lead-
etship.

“Their confessions  were
administered by lawyers
from-the Public Attorney's
Office in affidavits that were
presented to the provinciat
proseculor in Bukidnon,” e
Leon added. (||

i
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Morem‘bloWs dealt on

B WIKE U, CRISMUNDO |

~ BUTUAN CITY - The Armed Forces

of the Philippines (AFP) eaptmod an
alleged supply officer and courier of -

the Coinmunist Party of the Philip-
pmes -New People’s Army (CPP-NPA)
in Barangay Napnapan, Pantukan,
Compostela Valley. (ComVal) pr avinee,
aceording to First Lt. Jhocell ID. Asis,

- Civil Mifitary Operation (CMO) officer
" of the Army's T1st Infantry {Kaibigan)

Batlalion (71st IB).

In a statement seni to The Manila
Bulletin on Thursday afterncon, the
71st I3 CMO) officer also said that the
peace and development tean of the 71st
I and Pantukan Municipal Police Sta-
tion (MPS) apprehended in & separale
operation three suspected armed NPA

terrorists in Sitio Binogsayan, Barangay,

Napnapan, Pantukan, ComVal provinee,
also on Wednesday.

'Fhe identities of the apprehended

CPP-NPA supply and courier officer, as

‘NPA in Mindgnao

well as the armed NPA suspects, were
withheld pf‘ndsz th{)ioug,h inv ec;tspa
fon. "~ i

“This develop(‘d ac; fom ailegvd ol-
ficials of the CPP-NPA survendered to
the Wjrst Speeial Forces Baltalion {1st
SEFBn) in Manelo Fortich, Bukidnon

_province on Friday.

Accoding to Capt. Ryan D. Layug,
Civil Military Operation (CMO) officer
of the 402rd Infaniry (Peacemaker)
Brigade, these who yielded were a
certain “KaJal-Jai,” 24, political officer
of SYP Company 3, Sub-Regional Com-
miltee 4 (SRC&); “Ka Diding,” 63, staff
of Regional Urban Committee (RUC),
“Ka Jao,” 34, liaison staff of RUC; and
“Ka Lala”, (nance officer and polilical
instrucetor of Platoon “Derek”, SYP
Coy-2, Guerilla Front 68-A, SRC 4, all of
the CPI-NPA North-Central Mindanao
Regional Committee (NCMRC), 35

The real names of the CPR-NPA
offiejais ware temporarily withheld for

_ their sufetd and security while tactical

investigation is also ongoing, it said.




Afio: Youth chair
must be frustrated

By Kathleen Mae Bufquerin -

Department of the Interior and Leocal Government
-Secretary Eduarde Ao believes National Youth Comntission
Chairman Renald Gian Carlo Cardema was jusi frustrated
when he remarked over the weekend that students joining
protest rallies against (he government should be stripped
of their gcholarships.

Afio stressed that Cardema doesn’t need to
resign from his position, despite calls for such.

“f think that as NYC chair, he just gob frustrated thal
seane of owr young peaple, wha are suppaoscd to be part of
nationhuilding and supportive of government uidertakings,
are heing braimwashed inte joining anti-government forees,”
tie DILG chief said.

Afto stressed that Cardema doesn't need Lo reslin, from
his position, despite calls {or such.

1 don'L see enough reason for the NYC chairman Lo
resign, Fn his sincere intention to e yonth towards
more relevant undertakings, his siatements may have been
misinterpreted,” Afio said,

In & statemeit, Cardema asked President Duterte {o issue
an cxecutive order “removing the government scholarships
of all anti-government scholass, specifically those students
who are allicd with the leftist CPP-NPANDEY

]
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- NPA declared
undesirable in
more areas

“Heed the people’s call, they are
already tired of your coercion and
intimidation.” :

This was the message of
Armed Forces of the Philippines-
Eastern Mindanao Command chief

. Major Gen. Felimon T, Santos

| Ir to the leadership of the New

| People’s Army after more and

: l more -communities and local

| government units have declared
them “persona-non grata.”

) “The people befleve in the

| government’s resolve to address

i their issves and concern and

! soclo-economic changes that are

| being pushed and that they do

- not want this to be hampered and

stafled,” Santos said. :

Last Wednesday, a new set of

harangays dedared the Communist

Party of the Philippines-NpPA

persona non grata. They are

Iy

Barangays Caburacanan, St. Peter,
Sitae, and Indalasa in Malaybaiay
City ‘and Barangay Canangaan,
Freedom, and Dalacutan in
Cabanglasan, Bukidnon.

Davao Oriental had earlier

“harred the CPP-NPA-National

Democratic Front and declared
its members and officials as
undesirable after the Provincial
Peace and Order Council passed
a resofution, :

Surigao del Norte barangays
Camarn-onan and Glgaquit, both
Known to be places where the
NPA has thrived In the past few
years, have also banned the CPp-
NPA-NDF,

~-Lompostela Valley passed

a resolution condemning and
declaring the CPP-NPA-NDF a5’
persena non grata. (Francis
Wakefield and vy C. Tejano) Yt
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o ransom despite

Abu Sayyaf threat

to behead hostage:
Malacarian

By Julie M. Aurelio
@M AuTeliolNG

Malacanang on Friday said the
governinent was doing its hest
for the release of the hostages
held by the Abu Sayyaf without

paying any ransom, despite the

handit group’s recent threat lo
behead them,

Presidential  spokesperson
Salvador Panelo stressed that
the government never paid ran-
soms and would not give in to
the bandits’ demands.

“We are doing our bestto se-
care the release of the host-
apes—one Malaysian and two
Indonesians—i{rom the evil
hands of the Abu Sayyaf, but we
stand firm on owlr no ransom
policy,” Panelo said,

He issued the statement after
 video, which shows Abu Sayyaf
members threatening to behead
their forelgn captives, was up-
Foaded on social media on Feb. 14.

One of the hostages ap-
pealed ro the Indonesian gov-
ernment to help secure their

freedom. As he spoke, a bandit
held a knife to his neck,

The hostages were ahducted
from a Sandakan-hased fishing
trawler off Tawi-Tawi on Dec. 5.

“T'o give in to the demands of
terrorists and other lawless
-mbolden them to
“engagei Ahductiony. That

would allow them to conduct ex-
tremnist and other criminal activ-
ities as they could buy more
arms and weapons,” Panélo said,
Pragident Duterte, he said,
has alrcady ordered the military
to crush the Abu Sayyaf and oth-
er terrorist groups in Mindanao.

Unknown militant rises

Amid the loss of leaders, aiu
utkitown Abu Sayyaf militant
has visen to head the Islammic
State (IS) group in Mindanao.

But unlike many of his stain
comrades, Hatib Hajan Sawad-
jaan tacks the bravado, clan
name or foreign training.

Not much is known about
Sawadjaan, or if Dis group held
the three hostages, but the aitacks

Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan A

attrihuted to him are savage.

He is accused of plotting the
deadly Jam. 27 bombing of the
Our Lady of Mount Carmcl
Cathedral in Jolo, which author-
itiek say was a suicide attack by
an Indenesian militant coupte.

The attack, which killed 23
peaple and wounded about 160
others, and -another suicide

RIS



bombing in Basilan province in
July-last year that officials said
he masterminded, put Sawad-
jaan in the crosshairs of the US-
- led campaign against terrorisim.

A recent US Department of
Defense report to Congress said
that it believed Sawadjaan was
the "acting emit” in the Philip-
pines of the 1S group.

.. IS‘emir’ in Philippines

Interior Sectretary LEduarde
Ano, however, said intelligence
indicated that Sawadjaan, who is
in his 60s, was installed as IS
chief in a ceremony last year.

His turn at the helm cante af-
ter the Abu Sayyal took its
biggest battle loss in 2017 when
several commanders were killed
as troaps quelled a five-month
slege by milltants in Marawi City.

Among those killed was Is-
--pilon Hapilon, the-first [S-desig-
nated leader in the Philippines.

“1 think Sawadjaan rese in
rank- because of seniority and
there were no other leaders feft,”
said Aiio, the former mllimry

chief who oversaw the Marawi
offensives, told The Assaciated
Press (AP} in an interview,

He estimated that Sawad-
jaan, who only. likely finisiied
grade school, commanded about
zo0 combatants and followers,

_ Poverty drove himmtowork as

& lumberjack in Patikul, where
he married a woman from
Tanum, where he would base his
Abu Sayyaf faction years later, a

military officer, who has closely-

monitored the Abu Sayvaf, told
AP oncondition of anonymity.
As an clderly villager, he
served as a mosque preacher,
earning him the religious sobri-
quet “hatib,” the officer satd.
Sawadjaan first took up arms
as a member of the Moro Nation-
al Liberation Front (MNLE). His

“commander was Radulan Sahi-

ron, the gne-armed bandit who

broke-away-from-the MNER-in-

1992, They joined the Abu Sayyaf,
which had just been organized
by Abdurajak Abubakar Janjalani,
said MNLF leader Yusop Jikiri.
Sawadiaan would later part

ways with Sahiron, including
over: Sahiron's refusal to accom-

.- modate foreign militanis for fear

Ly are a magnet for military air

-strikes, said Abu fihad, a former

militant who has met Sawadjaan
and was captured hy troops,

Implicated in kidnappings
When Abu Sayyaf men kid-
napped an American Muslim
convert, - Jeffrey Schilling, for

‘ransoin in August 2000, Sawad-
Jjaan helped gather bamboos

that were used to buitd huts for
the militants, Abu Jiliad said.
Sawadjaan’s daughter mar-
ricd - &  Malaysian  militant
known as Amin Bace, who has IS
cennections, police said.
Sawadjaan would later be
implicated in the Kidnappings
of & German couple, twa Cana-
dian men, Schilling and a Jorda-

“nian-journatist; Baker Atyand,

The Canadian men were sepa-
rately beheaded on video, ac-
carding to military and police
officials, ~wits# A REPORT FROM

AP ING ff&
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' LEADERSHiP BY EXAMPLE

MURAD EBRAHIM: FROM GUERRILLA COMMANDER Te

GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL

By Bong S. Sarmiento
g@ingmindanac

COTABATO CITY-—After half a-

century as a Moro revolutionary,
Murad Ebrahim, the chair of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF), is ready to join the gov-
ernment as head of the new
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM).
Earlier endorsed by the MILF
central committee as Interim
chief minister of the Bangsamoro
parliament, Murad toek his cath
on Friday in Malacanang along

to the Bo-member Bangsamoro
Transition Authorily (BTA).

The BTA will run the Bangsa-
moro parliament until BARMM's
first regular elections in 2022,

put who is Murad? What
brought him to his poest in the
Bangsamoro?

He has been popularly known
as Al Haj Murad, but his real
name is Ahod Balawag Ebrahi.
He adopted Murad only as a nown
de guerre after he joined the Mo-
10 struggle, tirst as member of the
Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF) and later, the MILE.

“I live a simple life, with al-
most 50 years spent in the un-
derground armed struggle of the
Bungsamoro against the govern-
ment,” said Murad, now 7o.

1n 1668, Murad was in his fi-
nal year as a civil engineering
student at Catholic-run Notre
Dame University in Cotabato
City when he was recruited io the

MNLF founded by Nur Misuari.

He formed part of the “Top 300,”
the second batch of Moro fight-
ers who trained in Malaysia.

~ He headed the MNLF's
Kutawato Revclutionary Com-
mittee, which fought the mili-
fary and the dreaded llaga
paramilitary greup in Central
Mindanao in the 19705,

with the 4t nominees of the MILL Ideological differences 2.

Bl due to ideclogical differ-
ences, Murad and others in the
MNLE broke with Misuari and,
with former MNLF vice chair
Salamat Hashim, formed the
MILE inthe late 1970s.

When Salamat, the MILF
founding chair, died of an ill-
ness in july 2003, Murad took
over the position of the Egyp-
tian-trained cleric.

Before he assumed that post,
Murad had the reputation of he-
ing the MIL¥s top hawk and
guertitta commander as vice
chair for military affairs and
chief of staff of the Bangsamoro
Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF)
the MiLL’s armed wing.

He cluded capture during the
all-gut war waged by then Presi-

A

HNO JESUS ORBETA

dent Joseph Estrada in 2000 and
the 2003 Butiok campaign duting
the Arroyo administration,

The MILLIs Camp Abubakar
Al Siddique felt in 2000, and in
2003 govervmenl forees over



~ twould fike
to treat everybody
equally. | wifl not
allow nepotism,
 I’d like to pursue
good governance
in the Bangsamoro
to counter
the lingering ills
such as graft
and corruption

Murad Ebrahim
BT A Interim Chief Minister

ran the Buliok complex, Sala-
mat's  lheadguarters, which
straddled parts of Pagalungan
in Maguindanao province and
Pikit, Colabato provinee,

From early 2008 until he was

appointed MILF chair in mid-
2003, Murad  concurrently
servedd as the front’s chief nego-
tiator in talks with the Philip-
pine government. ) :

Murad held a tirm grip on
power as chatr for the lust 15 years
with no one in the MILE opealy
challenging his leadership,

Von Al lag, BIAL spokesper-
son, describec him “as a reason-
able and Fair leader.”

“IHe exemplifies] leadership
by example. When he was the
BIAFE chiof, he would immediate-
Iy address problems to prevent
them from getting out of [hand}”
Al Haq told the inquirer,

" Murad is also - “approach-
able, diplomatic and does not
lave a temper,” he added.

Murad is married to Hadja
Lupia Ebrahim and they have two

children and 10 grandchildren,

“} am a family man,” he satd.

Malaysian citizenship

The only controvirsy at-
tached to Murad has been that
he holds Malaysian citizenship,
which he vehemently denies,

Malaysia brokered the Comn-
prehensive Agreement on the
Bangsamoro, the final peace
agreement signed by the gov-
ernment and the MILEF in 2014.

On Jan. 21, voters in the Au-
tonomous Region in Muslim Min-

g

danao (ARMM) ratified Republic
Act No. 11054, or the Bangsamoro
Organic Law, paving the way for
the BARMM's creation, .
Cotabato City, which twice
rejected inclusion to the ARMM,
although it hosts the regional
government ceatet, voted this
time te be part of the BARMM.

Cotabate inclusion
In the succeeding plebiscite
on Fel. b, 63 villages in Cotaba-
to province also voted to be
part of the new alltonomous re-
gion, Lando del Norcte rejected
the bid uf six of its towhs to join

the BARMM,

After Friday's oathtaking in
Malacanang, the ARMM will
formally hand over the reins of
power to the BARMM. No date
has been set for that,

" What can the people expect
from Murad now that he ks part of
the government he once fought?

"I would like to treaf every-
body egually,” he said. "I will not
allow nepotism. I'd like to pursue
good governance in the Bangsa-
moro to counter the lingering iils
such as graft and corruption.” kj

“My life is fully dedicated t
the struggie of the Bangsamoro
people,” he told the Inquirer.
“Whatever we achieved, it is not
for ourselves but for the sake of
the next generation.” INQ
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By JOHN UNSON and ROEL PARENO

LANAO DEL SUR - Anti-narcotics agents seized a
P8.1 million worth of methamphetamine hydrochloride
or shabu in scparate drug stings in Wao town here and
Zamboanga City over the weckend.

The Philippine Drug En-
forcement Agency (PDEA)  State-inspired Maute terror
conliscated Thursday P6.8 - group.
miilion worth of shabu from Local officials told report-
Amrodin Alan Bantog, asus-  ors that Bantog remitted a

pected member of the Islamic |

PO e L ST RGNt g
AP RIOAL & Tt S O

| shabu seized

fraction of his carnings to
the Maute terror group, now
wunder Owaida Marohombsar,
alst known as Abu Dar.

The officials added that the
Maute group provides sanctu-
ary to drug dealers in areas
wKem it operates in exchange
for money.

Meanwhile, the police
seized P1.3 million worth
of shabu from a suspect at a

Page: M

coastal village in Zamboanga
City.

Jimmy Sahibol, alias Jim,
23, was arrested at his hideout
i Sitio Sibigtul by PDEA and
local police.

Chief Superintendent Ein-
manuel Luis Licup, regional
police divector, said they have
confiscated almost three ki-
tos of shabu in the last thyee
mouths. l\
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Nur given
task to help
free Sayyaf
‘hostages

. Moro National Liberation
Front chairman Nur Misuari
was conspicuously absent at

“yesterday’s oathtaking of of-
ficials of the Bangsamoro Tran-
sition Authority, but President
Duterte urged him to help in
backchannel negotiations for
the release of three foreign’
hostages of the Abu Sayyaf.

Misuari is opposed to the
abolition of the Autonomous

Region in Muslim Mindanao,
which he used to head. Heis
considered to be a wild card
in the peace process with the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front.

“] would appeal to Nur
Misuari to stop it,” Duterte
Turn to Page 4

NUI’ From Page 1

sad, urging the Muslim Jeader
to interveneand stop the Aby
Sayyal from beheading the
hostages.

“And tell the Abu Sayyal
that, ‘Look we're talking” Dot
makeithaid forus toseek peace
inour land,” he sad:

In a chance interview,
Duterie said he has tasked
known Mindanao leaders o
reach out to Misuari to turther
pursue peace with the MNLILL

“I commissioned a few of
them. Specifically, (deputy
presidential peace adviser)

2

Nabil Tar, Coerry Salapuddin
and a member of the Alonto
clan. Salapuddin used to be
congrossman of Basilan. 1 told
him, you break the grownd
there and 1 wiil talk to Nur
Whatever Noconditionalities,”
the President said.

“Makinty muna ko sakanya,
fapos kang makinig siye sa Ak
{0 will listen to him first, aned
e when he fistens 1o me)
Ard maybe in God's own
time, we will have (peace),
then it's cornplete,” he said.

- Cliristina Mendez
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_No-ransom policy stands
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- as Abu threatens to behead hostages

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ :
Malacafang reiterated yes-
terday the government’s no-
ransom policy amid the threat of
the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf
to behead a Malaysian and two
Indonesian hostages if ransom
-is not paid.
“To give in to the demands
of terrorists and other lawless
groups would embolden them

to engage. in m'oré_ kidné‘p—_
pings that would allow them ™
o conduct extremist and.other

criminal activities as they could
buy more ‘arms and weap-
ons,” presidential spokesman
Salvador Panelo said,

Panelo downplayed the

threat as he maintained the gov-
ernment would not pay ransom
inexchange for the release of the
hostages held by Abu Sayyaf

P

militants in Sulu.
He assured the public that
government forces arce doing

everthing to rescue the hostages.

“We are doing our best to
secure the release of the hos-
tages, but we stand firmon our
no ransom policy,” Panelo said.

The Abi Sayyaf has released
a video clip threatening to be-
head the foreign hostages.

Altowed to speak by their

captors; the Malaysian and (wo
Indonesians appealed to their
respective gaverniments for help.

Five foreigners and three
Filipinos are believed to be in
the captivily of the bandits in the
island provinee of Sulu.

Panelo said the governnfent
remains sleadfast in the cam-
Paign against terror groups in
Mindanao, which is still under
martial law. - With Jaime Laude

!
|
|
|
|
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BY CATAHERINE VS._\GIALENTE
ALACANANG on Friday maintained the government's policy of not-
the release of hostages, despite a threat by the

é paying ransom for
M. .Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) to execute a ‘Malaysian and two Indone-
sians who were abducted in Mindanao.

Palace spokesman Saivador Panelo
expressed confldence m the capability of
government [oices 1o reseie the captives
of the wwnorist groug.

“lwe're| standing fim on po-ransem
policy. The government forces will hunt
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anad and unimsil theit might and :
" Craup; but we stand Tion on our

' BPOLICY FROMAT

" -‘Palace ﬁrmr.on no ransom

“sian zmd two Indonesnns} from’

ﬁmm in lhe WII{“! Inreets' of Mmd"

* blow thent to, kmgdom come,”

Panelo told The Mdmld Timesin
a lexl messqge

“The ASG cohtinites tobeonthe.

run as a result of the order of the
President 1o the military (o czush
them,” he said.

The government, Panelo added,
was strongly against paying ran-
som to the Abu Sayyaf terrorists
as the maney enables them to buy

-more firearms to carry oul more

kidnappings and terror attacks.

"We are.doingour best to sccure-

the release of hostages [one Mqhy

the évil Kands of the:Abu Sayyaf

né-ransom policy, "'he satd in a
b(’pdidl{‘ statement.

Toy give in-10 the demands of
tefrorists and other Jawless groups
would embolden them to engage
in more abductions that would
allow themn to conduct exlrenist
and other criminal activities as
they could buy more anms and
weapons,” Pasclo added.

He made the statement after
Abu Sayyaf terrorists posted a
video online threatening 0 ex-
“ecute their mp{wee

The ASG released a video which
showed the Indonesian hostages
- believed to be Heri Ardiansyah,
19, and Hariadin, 45 — being
guarded by ginmen,

The Malaysian hostage, Jari Ab-
dulla, 24, was not with the duo.

Tire caplives, their eyes covered
with black cloth and hands tied
behind their backs, made an
emational appeat for their govern-
ments 1o save them, One militant
Held abolo to the neck of Hariadin
as he spole to the camera.

‘The hostages were kidnapped
at sea off Sandakan in Sabah on
Dec. 5, 2018,

The terrorists are believed Lo be
holding nearly a dozen captives,
mustly loreigiers.

“the military said combat op-
erations against the Abu Sayyaf

would continue,

“We never negatiare with ter-
rorist kidnappers,” Col. Noel
Detoyato, military public affairs
chief, said.

"We will continue with our on-
going combat operations; there is
one ongeing right now,” he told
reporters in an interview.

He said the military’s Eastern
Mindanao Command and the
Western Mindanao Command
were in close coordination with its
counterparts in Kuala Lumpur and
Jakarta through ihe trilateral patrel
operations in the southern seas.

On Wednesday, President Ro-
drigo Dusterte urged Indonesia and
Malaysia to join forces with the
Philippines in combating crime
on the high seas.

“l call upon the BIMP-EAGA

(Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-
Malaysia-Philippines-tast Asso-
ciation. af Southeust Asian Growth
Area}. We ate doing comnierce, Our
ravies must be vigilant, We have to
be-one in our patrals, These pirates,
they have no souls, | assure you. |
am telling the military farces, finish
them {pirates) off,” Buterte said in

his speech in Davao City. '

"Onee again, Indonesia and Ma-
laysia, we have to band tegether,
The world s changing including
the economy. It could cither po
bad or very bad or where it coald
go well. Bulwe have to o to a bad
level and [ hope we can surviveit,”
he added,

Duterte renewed the call amid
security concerns in the regional
waters wherein piracy and kidnapfor
ransom aclivities continue to (hive,




Rescue but
no ransom

By Kristina Maralit and Eimer H. Manuel

: The Palace stood firm on a *no_ransom
policy” even as the Abu Sayyaf Group (AS()
threatened to hehiead its Malaysian and
Indonesian hostages abducled in Mindanao
last December even as the govermment
undertakes earnest reseue efforts,

Turn to page 6

The ASG continues to be on
the run as a result of the
order of the President to the
military to crush them

From page 1

“To give in to demands of terrorists
amd other lawless groups would embolden

- them-to-engage in more abidictions (that

would allow them to conduci extremist
and giher criminal aclivities as they eould
buy more aris and weapons,” presidential
spokesman Salvador Panelo said in a
statement,

The efficial was reacting 1o an online
video posted Iast 14 February by the
bandits threatening to execute their
captives,

In the said video, two of the hostages
were being held at knife-point with their
faces covered. One of them was shown
appealing to Indonesian President Joko
Widodo for help,

According to various reports, the fwo
hostages seen in the video were believed
to be Indonesians Heri Ardisnsyah, 19, and
Haradin, 46.

Panelo gave an assuranee the
government's securily forces are exerting
efforls to (rack down the perpetrators and
resewe thelr vietims,

Reseue bid ongolng
“We are doing our best to secure the
release of hostages from the evil hands of
the Abu Sayyaf Group,” he stressed.
“Ihe ASG continues to be or the run
as a result of the order of the President

2
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to the military to crush them. Qur security
forces are huating them in the wild forests
of Mindanao to unteash their might
and blow thum to kingdom come,” the
spokesman said.

Suppressing the terror group and
rendoring them helpless are one of
President Duterie's main priorities,

lie recently ordered the deployment of
an entire division of the Philippine Arawy
(PA) in Sulu to flush out the baudits Nrom
Mindanas, e OUL M Datldu d

Government forces have stepped up
their offensive against the Abu Sayvaf as
they aim to eradicate ali of their suspected
lairs in the region,

Earlier this month, the President
had branded the ASG as a group that is
“insare” with “no soul” and “made in hell.”

Malaysian also captive
The two Indonesians were kidnapped

‘together with Malaysian hostage Jari

Abdulla, 24, from their Sandakan-based
fishing trawler in castern Sabahk waters
close to TawiTawi un & Decomber 2018,
The Btrails Times reported.

In the video, members of the Abu
Sayyal Group oven spoke in Bahasa
Malaysia while showing the Indonesian
hostages, The Malaysian hestage was not
with the duo,

The ASG has tertorized the Mindanao
region and other areas with a irail of
bombings, kidnappings and beheadings
since the 1980s.

Authorities recently tagged the Istamie
Slatednspired extremist group in the twin
bowbings that {ore threugh a Cathelic
cathedral in Jofo, Sutu on 27 Jarmanry, killing
23 people and wounding some 100 vthers,
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Among these killed was Isnilon Hapilon, a fierce Abu Sayyaf
leader, who was the fivst ISIS-designated leader in the Philippines

Unlike many of his slain comrades,
the touted new loader of the Istamic

Slate group in the seuthern Philippines
lacks the bravado, clan name or foreigr
Lraining, S '

Not much is known about Hatih Hujan
Sawadjaan, but the attacks atiributed
to him keralding his rise are distinetly
savage, .

This inclutes deadly bombing, which
authorities say, was a suicide attack by a
foreign miitard couple, blasted theaugh

& packed Roman Catholic_cathedial in
_ the middla of & Mass.

The 27 Jandary attack killed 23

‘people-and wounded about 100 otlers

on seuthern Jolo Island.

Another suspected suicide bombing on
niearby Bastlan Istind Inst July that officials
said he masténminded put Sawacjaan in the
crosshaits of the USHed global campuaign

w
-

against tervorism,
.. ~Now in his. 60s, Sawadjaan is a late
Bloomer in the terrorism underworld,

~ His turn al the helm came after
dozens of commanders, some inilially
aligned with the al-Quida movement and
later with ISIS, were killed or captured
In decades of military offensives.

The biggest battle loss came in
2017 when several foreign and local
commanders were killed as troopy
quetled & five-month siege by hundreds

-of militants.in southern Marawi City,

Among those killed was Isnifon
Hapilon, a fierce Abn Sayyaf teader,
who was the first 1818 designated loador
fut the Phitippines,

A recent US Department of Defense
veport Lo Congress satd without
claborating it believed Sawadjaan was
the “aeting emir,” ov leader, in the

. PRPETRE N I NN - - - e e




Ragtag The bandit group Abu Sayyaf is said to have a new leader in the person of
virtually unknown Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan, but the recent attacks attributed to him were
distinctly savage. FiLE PHOIO

Philippines of the Islamic State group,

- algo-known-by-its-aeronym-1818, - -
It added no ackual leader is confirmed

to have been designated by the main

' i'S:IS command in the Middle East as of
" labe fast year,

Interior Soeretery Edunrdo Afis,
however, said intelligence indieated that
Sawadjaan, a Jolo-based commandor of
the drital Abu Sayyaf extremist group,
wats instsilled as ISIS chief in a coremony
last year. .

Sawadjazn was nof the well- connected
and moediasavvy steategist foreign groups
would normally aHy with to expand their
reach. M

Hig rise shows how 18IS would lateh on

' desperately o any militant who coubd provide

a sanctuary and armed fighters as its last

‘slrongholds crumble in Syria, Atio said.

“For the ISIS {0 porpetuate thetr {error
actions, Hey need a base, they need people,
That's the role of Sawadjaan,” Afio told
the Associated Press in an interview, AP
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Gov't exertmg best effort to secure
release of 3 foreign ASG captives

- The government is exerting its
best effort to ensure the safe re-
lease of the foreign hostages — &

Malaysian and two Indonesian fish-

ermen — held by the Abu. Sayyaf

Grouj without - paying ransom, |

Malacafiang said yestérday.

Presidential spokesman Salvador
Panelo explained that the govern-
ment would not ‘pay. any ransom
since It would only embolden the
group . to acquire. weapons and
commit atrocities,

AR Bl

- "We are doing our best to secure

the release of hostages from the

avil hands of the Abu Sayyaf Group
“but we stand firm on our no ran-

som pelicy," Panelo said,
"To. give in to the demands of

terrorists and other lawless groups’

would .embolden them to engage
in'more abductions that would al-

low them to conduct extremist and .

other criminal activities as they
could buy more arms and weap-
ons,” he added.

e
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Panelo said President Duterte
has carlier directed government
troops to “crush” the ASG, notori-
ous for its kidnap-for-ransom and
killings in the South,

"The ASG continues te be on the
run as a result of the ordér of the
President to the military to crush
them. Our security forces are hunt-
ing therm in the wild forests of Min-
danac to unleash their might and
blow them to kingdom come,” Pan-
elo said,

Sorthh b e

The ASG has repotted!y threat-
enad to behead the hostages if
1ansom is not paid for their re-
lease. A video showing an Indo-
nesian hostage appealing to his
government to secure his freedom
was reportedly surfaced on social

media,

The fishermen were repartediy
abducted by the Abu Sayyaf mili-
tants while on fishing expedition in
eastern Sabah waters last Decem-
ber. {Genalyn Kabiling) L.
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‘No ransom’ sa Abu Savvaf - 'Paldsvo
VY A

Nanindigan ang Ma-
facarany na mananati
ang “no ransom” policy

_5a binihag na Malaysian

at 2 Indonesian ng Aby
Sayyaf Group, o

- Tiniyak din ng Palas-
¥o na sinisikap ng gob-

T yerne na mapalaya ang

miga bibag.

“We are doing our
best to secure the re-
iease of hostages (one
Malaysian and two in-
donesians) from the evil
hands of the Abu Sayyaf

_Group (ASG) but we

stand firm pn our no ran-
sont policy,” pahayag i
Presidential Spokesman
Salvador Panelo.

o'y matapos mag-
banta ang ASG na pu-
pugltan nita ng ufo-ang
mga hihag nite kapag

hindi nagbayad ng ran-
som kapalit ng kalayaan
ng mga dayuhang ma-
ngingisda.

Sa fumabas na vi-
deo 5a Facebook noong
Pebrero 14 ng isang
nagpakilatang Kim Hon-

dins, isang bihag na Indo-

nesian ng Abu na may
nakatutok na patafim
sa kanyang feeg ang
nagmamakaawa kay
indonesian President
Joko Widodo gayundin
sa Indonesian negotia-
tor na tulungan siyang
mapalaya mula sa Abu
Sayyaf. . -

Nakilala ang 2 Indo-
nesianfisherman na sina
Heri Ardiansyah, 18, at
Hariadin, 45 habang ang
Malaysian ay si Jar Ab-
dufla, 24, na nakabasg

sa Sandakan, ,
Dinukot ang mga
biktima habang nangi-
ngisda sa Sabah waters
malapit sa Tawi-Tawi

haong Disyembre 5.

“To give inta the de-
mands of terrorists and
other lawlass groups
would embolden them to
sngage in more abdtc-
tiens that would allow
them to conduct ex-
tremist and other crimi-
nal activities as they
could. buy mors arms
and weapons,” sahi ni
Panele,

Magugunita na iniu-
tos ni Pangulong Duterts
sa AFP na durygin ang
ASG matapoes ang twin
blast sa Jolo cathedsal
-2 Kung saan 21 kalao ang

rasawi. (Rudy Andai)
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By Francisco Tuyay

ANOTIER potential suicide bomlier, a
Yemeni, s cwrrently in Mindanao, Inle-
rior Seeretary Eduardo Afio said Friday,
andt has been living in the country for

aver 4 year now along with other for-
gign tervorists.

Indonesian, Pakistani,
Egyptian and Malnysian
torrorists are also

AnRo:...

From Al

a suicide bomher because they are foreign
tourists providing support and advice to e
Jocal Abu Sayyaf, except for this Arab-look-
ing national inside the Sawadjaan camp,” he
added.

Ao said the Department of the Interior
and Local Government, which has control
over the Philippine National Police, currently
has ro intelligence reports on any plans the
Yemeni terrorist has,

Authiotities. continge to be on their guard

against terrorist bombers after an Abu
Sayvaf cell led by 1latib Hajan Sawadjaan
bombed the Catholic cathedral in Jolo, Sufu

“during a Mass last Jan, 27, kitiing 23 and in-

juring over 100.

‘The twin blasts prompted President Rodrige
Dulerte to call an all-out war against the Abu
Sayyaf, the communist New People’s Anny,
and other terrorist groups in the cowitry.

Meanwhile, government troops on Friday
Jounched wide-scale search and rescue op-
erations 1o save three foreign hostages from
being beheaded by the Abu Sayyall

A video posted onfine by the ASG, showed
the hostages--believed to be indonesians
Heri Adiansyah, 19 and Ilariadin, 45
blindfolded and with their bands tied behind
their back, under guard by armed bandits.

One bandit held @ bolo to Hariadin’s neck
as lie made an emotional appeal to Indone-
sian President Joko Widodo to save them.
The other hostage, Malaysian Jari Abdullab,
24, was not shown in the video.

The video was posted online after the ban-
dits contected Jari’s wife, who made a futile
appeal to the Malaystan poverriment.
~ The ASG demanded an undetermined
amount for their ransem.

Dhuterte on Friday said he would appeal
to Moro National Liberation Front chair Nur
Misuari to negotiate with the Abu Sayyal to
end the hostaging,

CEOMAY
Afio: Suicide bomber still lurks about

£y

in Basifan and Maguindanao apart from
the Yemeni-—who the scerciary did nol
nume—and other looal anachists, Aflo
said ina UNTV report,

“Fhe trained suicide bomber we are
referring is @ Yemeni national. There are
forcign terrorists

who are also living in
other parts of Mind-
anaw, but we caniot
say that he is

Next page

“] would appeal to Nur Misaari to stop i,
And tell the Abu Sayyaf that, *Look we're
talking. Don’t make it hard for us to seek
peace t our land’)” the President said in a
chance interview with Palace repoiters,

A spokesman for the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, however, rejected any tatks with
the bandits.

“We never negotiate with ehe terrorists or
kidnappers,” said AFP Public Affairs chiel
Col. Noel Detoyato. “Wo will just conlinue
with our ongoing combal operations.” he
said.

The Abu Sayyaf are stili holding eighl

hostages including the twoe Indonesians and

the Malaysian, Netherlands bird watcher
Ewol Horn and four others.

The Palace said it is doing all it can to
puarantee the safe release of the hostages.

‘T'he three were in their Sandakan-based
fishing boats in castern Sabah waters, which
is near Tawi<Tawi, when the ASG abducted
thent.

“We arc doing cur best Lo sccure the 1e-
lease of hostages from the evil hands of the
ASG, but we siund firme on our {0 ransom
poticy,” Presidential Spokesman Salvador
Panele said in a stalenient,

“Tp give in to the demamds of terrovists
and other lawless groups would enbolden
them 10 engage in more abductiony that
would allow them to conduet extremist and
other criminal activitics #s they could buy
more arms and weapons,” he added,

According 1o the Palace official, the ASG
“continues to be on the run™ after President
Duierte declared an “all-out war™ against the
them, ordering the cotntry’s armed forces 1o
pulverize the terrorist group.

“Our security forces are hunting them in
the wild forests of Mindanae to unleash their
might and blow them to kingdom come,”
Panelo said.

On Wednesday, the President uwrged Indo-
nesia and Malaysia to work together with the
counlry in combating erime across the seas.
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Com mander Bravo | joins BARMM transition team -

COTABATO CITY: Pulic officials have
found acceptable the inclusion
of the feared warrior of the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF),
Abduilah Macapaar or Command-
er Bravo, as one of 80 members
of the Baagsamore Transition
Authority (5#4),

Al-Hajj Murad Ibrahim, ML
chairman and in-coming chief

minister of the Bangsamoro Au-.

tonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanac (BARMM), announced
that Macapaar was among the 41
members the MILF endoised for
thé incoming BTA.
“The-National Bureau of 1nves-
tigation had ieportedly cledred
Macapaar of involvement in any

criminal case that could be a le--

gal ground for President Rodrigo

PDuterte not to appoint him as -

BTA member,

o5 T

‘Maguindanao Cov. tsmael
Mangudadatu, also a steng sup-
porter of the peace efforts of
Malacaiang and the MILL said
he was in favor of Macapaar’s par-
ticipation in governance alter he
fought the government for more
than three uuadu, 5.

Mangudadatu said Duterte and
the MiLE's 1op leadership coe
must have agreed bilaterally o
Macapaar's inclusion in the 1A,

"President Duterte knows best,
We believe in his sincerity in
resolving the Moro issue. We be-
leve'in his propensity to address
concerns and issues regarding the
peace pracess,” he said,

“Comuinander Bravo now wanis
to get involved in governance
a3 the hetter means of address-
ing the problems besetting the

Bangsamoro homeland. What is

#1 Atrdutlah Macapaar alfas Commander Brave

wrong with that? We should be
happy that from being a warrior
he would be working in the BTA as
statesnian,” Mangudadatu added,

Muacapaar, @ Maranao, and
radical cleric Ameril Ombra Kato,
a Maguindanaon, fed bloody at-
tacks in the provinces of Lanao
del Norte and in North Cota-

Ky

bato, after the Supreme Cours

declared as unconstitutional the
Memorandum of Agreement on
Ancestral Domain in 2008 (hat
Malacaftang and the MILY crafted
the year before,

The document was the sup-
posed basis for the ereation ol a
Bangsamoro political endity,

e Bt the. htrpr&:ne Cosit 1) zréw

Bt the deaft dpreement based

©on peiitions by various gioups
and political leaders, ating the
unconstitutionality of many of.
its provisions.

Kate, whom the MILE central
comnliee cenured for fvading 2
muliny in protest of the Supreine

“Court's decision, bolied in 2009
“and organized the Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters (MEF)
ayearfaer. .
the BIFE blanied for alt the fatal |
~bombings sifice, has dechared al”
leglance w the [slamic State {18).
The peace talks between the
“goverimerit and the MIL1; which
started on Jan. 7, 1997, culminaied
with the cralling on March 27, 2014
of the Comprehensive Agrecment
en the Bangsamoro {CAR).
- - Fhe-GAB-was- the-bagis for the-
passage of the Republic Act 11054
or the "Bangsamora Organic Law
{BOL), thie chirter of BARMM,
The BOL will pave the way
[ for the replacement of the Ap-
“Tonomous Kegion in Muslim
Mindanao {(ARMM) with the
- MILE-led BARMM,

The BiA; whicl Ebrahim wiil

fead as chief minister, will man-
- age the fransfer of powers om
ARMM 10 BARMM, }

The BTA shall be comgised of
41 representatives from the MILL
Among them Macapaar and 39
members from the government,

Similatly, outgoing ARMM e
gional governor Mujiv Huana,
said there was nothing wrong with
Macapaar being included in the

- BIA, saying that the MILL leader-
- ship functions as7a collegial body.
JULMURNIR |, JANNARAL




BY CATHERINES VALENTE o f' T {B1A) o work on the decommis:

sioning of weapons and com-
batants of the MILF to €nsitLe: a
#&{? URAD Ebrah 1m, Cha“ man Of smooth tiansition towards the €re-
5 e %5 the MOI 0 Ibl’li]}!(ﬁ L lb€f’1thIlﬁ aton of 2 new government entity.
é ‘%ﬁ y E%J“I'O!}t (MII f‘) took his oath I trust that you will nversoe“
« 4he-transition-period-to-the test
as~interim chief minister 6f the new of your 3b1l|£!&s especially in the

Ban gsamoro Autonomous Rle(}ll in  decommissioning of firearms and
forsner comsbatants,” the President

Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) on Priday .0 speech,

before President Rodrigo Duterte.  amougthe membesof the &0-
The MILE signed a peace trealy  arrangement ends with the elee-  man BTA is Abdullaly Macapaar,
with the Philippine government  tion of a regional parliament in  aljas Commander Bravo, a rogue
in 2614, Murad and his wransition  May 2022, MILF commander who raided
body will form a cabinet, ag well The President called on the  conymunities in North Cotabaty
as pass laws until the temporary  Bangsamoro Teansition Authority — and Lanao del Norte in 2008 o




after the Supreme Court halted

 the signing of an ancestral domain

agreement.. o
~The BTA is composed of 41
repiésentatives from the MILF and

39 otheérs from thie government,
--Dinterte said-the-establishment of —the-bitter memeries-of the past-so--
the- new government ¢ntity in-

Mindanao was “not just the ful-
fliment of a campaign promise,
it will be the realization of our
collective desire.”

“It will be the realization of all
our dreams and end fong decades
of armed struggle that hindered

the growth of the
region and

I also consider my home,” il
President said.
"The oad to peace may be long

~and rough, but 1 am glad that we

have finally reached its endpoin,
My only hope is (hat we put 1o 1esl
that we can bueild & new tegion that
is hownd, not by eihnic or rligions
affiliation, but by acomun aspica-
tion for peaceful coexistence amaeng,
our feflow Filipinos,” he added.
"Your cousage and determina-
tion will never be put to waste. |
guarantee thatyau and thisadmin-
istration will usc all the resources
within its disposal to eustire betier

O

governance. and inciudive po-
litical empowerment in thisnew

Bangsatioro wegion,” bie added.

Buterte adso challenged the
BTA merabers to “always embody
the dreams and aspirations of
the grear wen and womeri who
cane before you and fought {or
the recognition of your right to
determine your fuiure,”

s vou fead this new region
lowards a brightey tomorrow, |
sk you fever to waver in your
coinmitment (o huild an instiag-
o that is founded on the ke
ol law, e promotion of good
governance, and the defense Jofj
onr wost cherishicd demstratic
vilues,” be said,

Draterte expressed hope that tie
new aslenomotss region would be a
placcof peaceful coexistence among,
Muslims, Christians and Jumad,

"Always wionk for the best inter-
est and welfave, not only of the
nmsamore people but every
Filiping who Jive in that region,”
e saicl. ’
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By Nat Mariang “Never waver® building an institution
' tounded en the ruje of law.
PRESHIENT Raodrigo Duterte on Friday ehis speech afler the oath-taking ceq-
said the country had reached its “cnedpoing™ crociy of the memboers of the BTA, the
wilh the ratification of the Bangsimoro President  formalized Muad’s appoing.
Organic Law and the creation of the ment, hoping that the 80-miember BTA
!-mng.smnom'l'r:msiti_or;Auihority. wenld lead the tewly-created BARMM
An“over whelmingly proud” Buterte  towards “q brighter tomorrgw,
made the comment ag he announeed “Lam pleased 1o amounce the appoint-
the appointment of Moro Islamic Lib~  raent of MILE Chaiman Al Haj Muy-
eration If"rontchnir/\lHa_j Mutad Ebra- o Ebrahin as Interim Chief Minmtoy
him as the interin: Chiet Minisier ofthe  of the BTA Duterte said in iy speech.
BYA urging the 80-meniboy couneil 1o Kext perge




Murad...

from A2

The President also announced the certi-
fication from the Commission on Elections
dectaring the ratification of the Organic Act
for the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslita Mindanao.

“I am elated to accept the certification
from COMELEC declaring the ratification
of the Organic Act for the BARMM and the

expansion of its territory to inchide Catabato ;
City and 63 barangays (rom Lhe Province of

North Cotabato,” he added.

According to the Presiden, the estublishment -

ofthe BARMM was the realization of the gov-
ernment and the MILF’s collective desire,

“It will be the realizalion of all our dreams
{to} end. long decades of armed struggle that
hindered the growth of the region and ] also
consider my home,” he said,

“[It will] crable us to create an cnviron-

.ment.that witl.be. conducive 10.the. peaceful -

coexistence between the Muslims, Chris-
tians, Lumads, and all tribes of this planet

as indigenous peoples and settlers who witt
consider Mindanao as their home.”

As the government and the newly-formed
BTA welcomed a new era of peace and de-
vefepment in the war-torn region, Duterte
then posed a challenge to the members of
the BTA.

1 pose this chalienge to the members of
the Bangsamore Transition Authority; Al-
ways embody the dreams and aspirations of

- the great men and women who came before

you and fought for the recoganition. of your
right to.determine your fature,” he saiil.

I ask you never to waver in your commit-
nent to building an institition that is founded
an the rule of Iaw, the promotion of good gov-
ernance, and the defense [of] our most cher-
ished democratic values,” he continued,

The President alsc reminded them to al-
ways work for the “best interest and wel-
lare™ of the people, regardiess of ethnicity
and religion, .

“I trust that you wil! oversee the transitics

period to-the-bestof your abitities; espeeially -

in the decommissioning of fircarms and for-
mer combatants,” Duterte said.

“My only hope is that we pot fo rest
the bitter nwmorics of the past so that we
cart build a new region that is bound, not
by ethnic or religious affitiation, but by a
common aspiration for peaceful coex-
istence among our fellow Filipinos,” he
said, asking them to “put to rest” the bitter
memorics of the past.

With the creation of the BTA, the Presi-
dent said he would tike to see an end of the
violence that has rocked the war-toru region,
costing the lives of many for nothing,

Duterte then-assured the BTA, which will
be an interim government of the BARMM
until 2022, that he will abide by the law for
the remaining years of his presidency,

“Twill always do what the faw says, what is
youts, and whai extent that we can give you,
not only comfort but happiness to the Mus-
lims of Mindanao,” I said,

“Your courage apd determination will never be
put to waste, [ guarantee thal you and this ad-
ministeation witl usc all the resources within
its BISPOSAT o ensie Bliér governance and
inclusive political empowerment in this new
Bangsainoro region,” he added,




Interim
body runs
Bangsamoro

This administration will
use all its resources fo
ensure better governance
and inclusive political
empowerment

By Kristina Maralit

With the hope of healing the

“wournds of the pasl,” President Rodrigo
Duterfe lod yesterday the ceremonial
confirmation of the Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL} plehiscite resulfs
in Malacaiiang and with it the forming
of the interim governmeni of the new
aulonomous region, Turn fo page 2

OIdW‘)u“ds

We share your dreams
and aspirations. We
share all. Bul most

of all, we would like

to see an end to the
violence that has rocked
Mindanao

From page 1

‘ommission on Elections
(Contelee) Chairman Shexifl
Abas formally turned over Lo
the Chief Executive the offieial
results of the two plebiscites held
last 21 January and 6 February
{hat ratified Republic Act (RA)
1054

“1 guaranlec that this

Tadministration will "Hsé Al ifs

resonrees to cnsure betfer
governance and inelusive
political empowernient in this
new Bangsamoro region,” Mr
Duterte satd in his speech during
the ceremony.

“Wo share your dreams and
aspirations, We share all. But
most of all, we would like
tosceanewdiothe | violence
that has rocked
Mindanao .
and has cost o7
s0 many
lives for -

Js-

notling, For alter all, we go

.t war and shoot each other,

counting our victories, not by the
progress o development of the
piaee but by the dead bodies that
were thrown around during the
violent years,” he added,

BTA in place

The Chief Exceutive also
adminigtercd the oath of office
te members of the Bangsantoro
Transilion Authority (BTA).

Mr, Duterte called on ihe BTA
1o “work for the best taterest and
welfare” not just of the Bangsanoro
people but also of “every Filipino
who lives in that region.”

e also called onthe BTA to do
ifs hest for the decommissioning
af tirearms of its former

-~ rombatants, i

SIf there s any prabiem at ail
or in the future, let me assure
you that fur ihe remaining years
of my work as a government
wark here, here in this building,
I assure you, Insha'Allah, T
wili always do what the
lawsaysand . ¢ -
what is
YOUrs




and what to — Lo what extent that
we cap give you, not ouly comiort
but happiness Lo the Muslims of
Mindanao,” the Prosident said.

New beginning
As an interim government of
{he Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in: Muslini Mindanao

(BARMM), the BTA will exercise

governance -in the region for

- three years, cofneiding with-the
remamdel Of thb Pr e&dentat,t,mn :

We go to war and slmot
cachi other, counting
gur vietories, not hy the

progress or. development of -

_the plaee but. by the dead
bodies.. : o

. Dmmg fhc 11an<s1tmn par mci
“the BTA shall exercise hoth
execulive and fegislative powers,

in-gonnection with the preparation :
- and creation of mechanisms:

“for the establishment of the
. Bangsamoro government,
‘Alout 12,000 combatants
with thousanls of firearms are
to be demobilized starling this
eI uTer the peace deal.
‘Thonsands of other geerrillas
“would disarm if agreements
under the deal would be
followed, including providing
the insurgents with livelihood to
help thenr return to normal life.

IS patiently waits
Aboud 150,000 people
Lo e have died in the
W conflict over several
" decades and stunied
~development in
kt]w resource-rich
% region that is the
coundry's poorest,
buterte promised

adequate resources, & daunting

problem in the past, _
The Philippine and Western

_governments and the guerrillas
see an effective Muslim awlonomy .

as an antidote to nearly half a
century of Mushim secessionist
vielence which the Islamic State
(IS} group ‘could explmt to gain
a foothold,

“The dredin that we have
fought, for is now happening amd .

there’s no more reason for us'to
carry-our guns and continue the
war,”
Von Al Haq told The Associated

. Press in an interview ahead of
-the ceremony,

Several commenders long wanted

for' deadly attacks wore given safety

passes to be able to travel {o Manila

and join the ceremony, including -

Abdullah Maeapaar, who uses the
nom de guerre Commander Bravo,
Al Hag said.

Brave surfaces
Krown for his fiery rhetoric
while wearing his camouflage

uniform and brandishing his.

assault rifle and grenades,

regional administrators from the
Muslim rebel front.

Duterte would pick his
representatives to fill the rest
of the Bangsamoro Transilion
Authority which will alse act as
a regional parliament with Murad
as the chief minister until regular
officiats are elected in 2022

Menbers of another Muoslim
rebel group, the Moro Nativnal
Liberation Front (MNLEF) which
signed a 1906 autonomy deal that
has largely been seen as a failure,
would alsv be given seats in the
autonomous government,

Disgrantled fighters of the

rebel forces spokesman |

MNLF broke. off and formed
new armed groups, inecluding
the notorious Abu Sayyaf, which
turned to terrorism and banditry
after losing its commanders early
in battle. The Abu Sayyaf has
been blacklisted by the United
States as a terrorist organizalion
and has been suspected of staging
a 27 January suicide bombing
attack -that killed 28, mostly
churcligoers in a Ronean Catholic
cathedral on southern Jolo island.
B’I‘A s,-.houhi “werk lm tlle
hest interest and welfaro”
not just of the Bangsamoro
people hut also of “every
Filipine who lives in that
region.”

“We have already seen the
pitfalls,” Al Hag said, acknowledging
that the violence would netl. stop
overnight because of the presence
of the Abu Sayyaf and other armed
groups, some linked to the Istamic
State group. “IUs a very diflicult
and challenging process.”

Sidney Jones, a Jakartabased
analyst for the Institute for Policy

~Macapaar will-be -one of the-dt-Analysis of Gonflict; saidthree of the-

higgest challenges will be finding =
meaningful role for excombatants,
avoiding a sonse of enliflement thad
leads to corruption and “staying
united in @ wsty that can finally break
the power clan politics in Muslim
Mindanao,”

Under the peace deal brokered
by Malaysia, the rebels gave up
their goal of 1 separate stafe in
exchange for broader autonomy.
The 40,000 fighters and al least
7000 firearms that Murad’s group
has dectared would be demobilized
in three phases depending on
progress in the agreement's
enforecment.




Chief rebel now minister

Former Muslim relrels have
segured Lop positions in the
newly formed Bangsamoro
Autonemods Region in Muslim
- Mindanao (BARMM).
" Moro Islamic Libevation Front
(MILF) chairman A} Hajj Murad
Ebrahit was sworn in yesterday
by President Rodrigo Duterte
as interim Chicf Mmzstel of the
BARMM,
"1 am filso pleased to announce

the appointment of MILF
chairman Al Haj Murad Ebrahim
ag interim Chief Minister of the
BYTA (Bungsamore Transition

Authority),” said Mr. Duterte in .

his speech after the vathtaking.
Murad will lead the 80member
BTA, which will govern the five-
province Bangsamoro region
until 2622, when the regular
members of the Bangsamero
Parliamont are to be elected.

However, Mr. Duterte said he
has yet to choose Murad's deputy
“despite -the: complete slake in
the BTA,
" “We_begin another chapter
in our quest for lasting peaes in
our homeland as members of the
BTA,” Murad said in his address,
“We.have fought, sacrificed and
struggled for a governiment that
would be reflective of our system
of life and a governance that is

MILT takes rein

-+ the BTA *mist mike
“that government work, ene

stltable and acceptable fo the i
Bangsamore.”
ile added

e g

that is promotive, responsive | %
and protective of the general ’%}”g
welfare of the Bangsamoro,
indigenous peoples and seitlor
communities,”

Murad said the overwire)ming

Tari to page 6

From page 1
Under the BOL, the MILF is tasked to

lead the BARMM in its eritical transition
period from 2010 to 2022 when the new
reglon will eleet its leaders for the first
time,

The BARMM was created after the
ratification of the BOL which was formerly

- ¢alled-the-Baugsamore -Basie Law during
the previous regime and was the resull of a
peace ggreement with the secessionist MILF,

A tworound plebiscite held late January
and early February affirmed the new region
that will make up Baugsamoro which are the
provinces of Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao,
Basilan, Sulu and TawiTawi as well as
Marawi City, Lamitan City, Cotabalo City
and 63 villages in North Cotabato,

The incumbent elected officials of
the now defunct Autonomous Region in
Muslim: Mindanao, which the BARMM
replaced, will alse bo part of the BTA until
30 June 2019 or until their term ends,

Kristina Maralit

majority whe have voted “Yes” in the

recent plebiscite for the Bangsamoro

Organie Law (BOL) had “set the highest
 expectations for us.”

. "They deserve no less than a

government that can live up to those
-gxpectations,” he said... .

e added for aBl the mllcstone Lhat
tle Bangsamore pursuif had attained,
thus far, “we thank the counfless men
and women whe have been nstrumenial
in the realization of the new political
entity called the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM),
most espeeially to President Rodrige
Duterte who profoundly understands
the Bangsamoro problem and had made
possible the solulion to it.*

Murad's appointment was anticipated
being the head of the Muslim group that
had nregotiated peace agreements with
the government which eventualiy led to
the BOL.
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80-member ng Bangsamoro
gov’'t nanmnpa kay Digong

Pinangunahan kahaport ni Pangulong Duterte
ang oath-taking ceremony at ceremonial confirmation
rig £0-membar na bubuo ng, Bangsamoro Transition
Auhority (BTA).

Inaasahan namang ia-appointig Pangulo si MILF
Chairman Al Hadj Murad Ebrahim bilang interim chief
minister ng Bangsamoro gov'.

Batay sa Bangsamord 'Organic Law {BOL}),
automatic na magiging mivembro ng BTA ang mga
kasalukuyang opisyal ng Autonomous Region in
Musglim Mindanao (ARMM] hanggang sa mapaso ang
kanitang termino sa Juns 30, 2018,

Ang BTA ang magsisithing interirn governiient para
sa Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Min-
danao (BARMM) hanggang sa pdqsapnt ng e!eksgcm
sa taong 2022, (Budy Andal) < .
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Children as
'zones of peace’

§ ven as legislators push for the lowering
% of the minimum age of criminal respon-
sibility from 15 to 9 years old (later raised
"to 12}, the country is winning plaudits
for the passage last month of Republic
Act No. 11188, known as the Special
Protection of Children in Sitnations of
Armed Conflict law, _
o The new law . declares children as
R “zones of peace,” and is aimed at pro-
tecting children in situations of armed conflict
from all forms of abuge and violence, It also nian-
dates the prosecution of persons or groups using

- children as fighters, spies, farced laborers and

couriers, and other roles not suited to their age and
that put'them In danger or harm,

Unicel, the United Nations children’s agency,
- has joined-other -orgamnizations and agencies in

lauding the passage of the law. It cited areport pub-
lished by the Office of the Special Representative of
the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed
Conflict in 2018 that revealed a “significant in-
crease” in the number of grave violations against
children caught in the crossfire between govern-
ment forces and other armed groups.

The report, covering incidents oceurring in zo17
in the country, documented 30 cases of recruitinent
and use of children by armed groups (a large num-
ber of which were linked to the Maute group)}, the
detention of 12 children for their alteged associa-
tion with armed groups, 33 verified cases of killing
and maiming, three cases of rape in the context of
the Marawi siege, 60 attacks on schools and hospi-
tals (a substantial increase from 12 recorded cases
in 2016}, and five incidents of abduction.

The new law prohibits and punishes the killing,
torture, intentional mainiing, rape, abduction, re-
cruitment of children into government armed
forces and other armed groups, hamietting, food
blockade, arbitrary detention, and denial of human-
itarian access. Covered by this law are minors be-
low 18 years of age, with possible penalties against
violators reaching up to life imprisonment and 2
fine amounting to Ps million,

¢ 'r'\_)

A,

To be sure, efforts to protect chiid soldiers and
children caught in the maelstrom of war have been
undettaken. In 2017, Unicef and the Moaro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) completed an action
plan to end recruitment and use of children, with
1,869 children disengaged from the MILs armed
forces. Unicef continues to follow up the situation
of these children, as well as that of their siblings,
by making family visits-and facilitating their access
ta essential services,

“The passage of this law Is timely, especially
since we are celebrating the 3o0th anniversary of the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the
most widely ratified treaty in the world,” says
Unicef Philippines representative Lotta Sylwander.
“Childien are innocent, they should not be in any
way used as combatants and helpers, or become
coliateral damage.” .

The passage of the law brings the Philippines
in compliance with international obligations, in-
cluding the UN CRC, particularly the Optional
Protocol on the Involverent of Children in Armed .
Conflict, the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, the Convention Against
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishiment, and various UN Securi-
ty Council resolutions related to children affected
by armed conflict.

Also, worth celebrating are the progressive and
gender-sensitive provisions in the Jaw, including
guarantees of access to education of girls even in
situations of armed conflict, as well as access to
reproductive health services,

Addressing a gathering of journalists some
years back, MILF chair Murad Ebrahim pointed to
his favorite granddaughter, who was frolicking
amid the “serious” proceedings. "I was a fighter
for the Moro cause at a Very young age,” Murad
sald with a rueful tone, “and so were my own
sons, ineluding her father. It is my dreamn that she
will come of age without haui g to repeat our
family history.”

Together with the MILF chair, all Filipinos must
share in the prayer for peace, a peace that will bless
all children with childhoods free from harm, And,
yes, including the children being targeted by.the
government in its refentless, ruthless and mindless
campaign against children trapped in the “war®
agalust drugs and criminality.

o
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Cardema’s problem

LUBYTONYO CRUE

& UL besieged chair of the
® National Youth Commis-
sion had it coming;
’ As one politician notes,
the fm o1 he caused revealed his ut-
ter lack of qualification for the office
he was appoeinted to.

NYC chair Ronald Cardema's of-
ficial profile reveals as much,

Cardema’s most interesting
claim to fame, for instance, eouid
he winning a national Quiz Ree
where he bested 76 participants.
Yes, folks, he included that in his
- official profile. .

But seriously, Cardema’s of-
ficial profile could be summarized
as follows:

-~High-School- Corps Comminidsi

of Maguiling School in Los Banos,
Laguna; ROTC Class President in
the University of the Philippines Los
Bares (UPLB) ROTC Unit; UP Cen-
tennial ROTC Corps Commander
in-the University of the Philippines
Diliman; and Supreme Commander
{(President) of the UP Vanguard
Fraternity.

Cardema also claims to have
heen a “politieal affairs officer in
the House of Represcentatives,”
without specifying which particular
representative office. Also “political

consultant to 17 members of the
Philippine Congress,” again with-
out menticning their names. (The

-Bureau of Internal Revenue should

check the taxes he paid, and the
lawmakers too if he helped rivals at
the same time.)

Cardema said he was a “consul-
tant” i both the National Security
Council and the Office of the Presi-
dent. In what specific capdcities,
and who contracted liis services,
we do not know. On whal basis he
was recruited as consultant, we also
have to ask the NSC and the OP

Perhaps Cardema’s most note-
worthy qualification that landed him
this plnm post as NYC chair, with a
rank of assistani seeretary, is this:
Natianal Clmir nf Dutertt, Youth

Neither did Cardema mention
that he was actually a cadet of the
Philippine Military Academy. Why
he was discharged from the PMA,
let’s leave it to him or the PMA to
disclose, He should disclose it, in
the interest of the public he is sworn

- to serve and from whose lax money

he gets his salary and aliowanees as
assistant seeretary,

What kind of message does
President Duterte send to young
people and the nation by appointing
and keeping Carderna as NYC chair? .
Is Cardema the “best and brightest”
he could find in the ranks of his sup-
portersthat could be tapped for the
NYC post? H is truly disappointing,
and a gross disservice to the publjc
who expect -— and deserve -— noth-

Aliance.”

Cardema also said that he is a
Philippine Army reservist,

That's it. It Is a thin, lackluster

resume. But that’s the summary

of his profile, which for sure.any
younger person could beat in terms
of personal and career achieve-
ments. As you may have noticed,
Cardema didn't even mention his
educational qualilications like any
degrees earned or honors received,
if any.

of a certain “'I‘apang & Maiasaklt

ing less than excel[ence from gov-
ernnent,

There can be no belter proof of
Cardema’s uitef lack of qualificalion
for public office than his recom-
mendation to President Duterie
thal state scholarships be removed
from and denied to student rally-
ists, activists, and those he sces
as supporters or members of the
CPP-NPA-NDT.

The recommendalion violates
rights to due process, equal protec-
tion, free speech, free association,
and - of eourse - education. He




secs education as nothing more than a
gift to be whimsically dispensed by his
henevolent principal. He coutdn’t be
more wrong. Administration officials,

$eiuators, congressmen, student organi--

zations and the media have all rightly de-
“nounced and rejected his suggestion.

Cardema has {ried to controel the
damage by saying Ire only wanls Lo boot
out those who have joined the CPP-NPA-
NDF. But it is downright stupid to expeet
rebels {o be enrolled in state colleges
and universities. it is simply impossible.
As we could glean from the Philippine
Revolution Web Central, rebellion is a
full-time career path, so to speak. They
have no time to study i€ any of our SUCs.
Heck, the rebels set up their own schools
in guerrilla fronts and rebel territories,
in response to the demand of their base
and with funding from revolutionary
taxation,

Cardema is. actually targeting —
without evidencé and due process as Lo
the claims that they are communist or
communist-influenced — certain youth

—and-studentorganizations and-allfances.——

These are entirvely operating ahove-
ground and often duly-accredited by the
schools and the government. Perhaps
included in Cardema’s list are student
councils and student publications, and
judging (rom his last Senate appearance,
even the duly-elected youth partylist
representation in Congress

Cardema’s problem is that these
same organizations and alliances are
popular among the youth. They form the
backbone of the youth protests against
tyranny. He is insulting students who
have juined the protests by implying

Ly

that they have been had by the com-
munists, that.they cannol think for
themselves, and that mere associa-
tion with Reds who happen to be their
friends and leaders is an offense.

By tagging thesé siudent organi-
zatlons ‘ang alliances as enemies of
BPuterte, Cardema only raises their
prestige in the eyes of students and
young people sick and tived of cor-
ruption, cruelty, brutality, and rising
tyrauny. .

For between Duterte Youth and
Anakbayan, chances are any in-

" dependent-minded, eritical, and

civic-mindgd Filipino would side with
Anakbayan. Between an expelled
PMA cadet-turned-partisan burcaun-
crat and the ficst UP Visayas summa
cwn laude, ourpeople would trust the
“iskolar ng bayan” whe graduated
wilh honors and immediately joined
the mass movemnent, '

While many agree that Cardema
should resign, there’s no indication
e has any shred of delicadeza o

Meanwhile, the more he opens
his mouth and the longer he slays
on al the NYC, the morc he pushes
students and young Filipines to ral-
lies and to activism. He has become
yet another negative example on
student leadership. He has ironically
become a most effective recruiter for
the very same studayt movement he
sceks to destraoy. T

I could just imagine Anakbayan
releasing a reeruitment poster: “lle-
ject Duterte and Cardema. ombrace
the mavement.”
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_ Discussion nOw
should be about
insurgency’s end

First '
ot \ OBSERVER
NP Ve

BENTA

that be 1s
"ot that
ceuel,” Presicent Rodrigo -Puierle on
Tuesday ordered the police and the
mifitary 10 allow the retwn home of
National Democratic Tront (NDF) chiel
negotiator Fidel Ageaoili, andd apened
she daor for talks with the commuaist

LAl

insurgents.
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Dlscu55|on how should be about msurgency s end

Dutene said: “We're on a
waiting period about the appro-.
priate time to talk about peace.
1 am not that cruel.”

The change in tone is a tonic for
the CPP because the news from
cverywhene these days is dolorons
for comivjunists around the world,

Desperation haunts the left’s
vision of a new world.

What is left.for the CPP-NPA-
' NDFfo dO? B

Sig_ns o_f the.timés

Consider the signs of the times:

_1.-In Cuba; on the 6th year of
the triumph of the Cuban revolu-
tion, the government has dropped

. the word “communism” from the
country’s new constitution,

2. In France, L'Humanité, the
115- year-old communist daily, is
on the brink of being placed on
receivership, The paper’s closure
could be at hand..

3. InVietnam, the communist
rulers will host on February 27
and 28 the second summit meet-

_.ing between:Donald Trumpand ...

Kim jong-ua.

4. In China, the Chinese econ-
omy is living through a major
comedown from its glory days,
Xi Jinping is moving close to a
trade deal with the US to averta
disastrous trade war,

5. A respected Oxford Univer-
sity scholar has written that there
are now only five remaining com-
munist countries. in the world,
all of which .do not follow the
principles of Karl Marx and his
Communist Manifesto.

Cuba’s changing
communist narrative

Author Alvaro Vargas Llosa, a
senior fellow at the Independent
Institute, has posted online a
grim narrative of Cuba's com-
munism, as the country marked
the 60th year of the Cuban revo-
lntion, He wrote;

“Communism killed any pos-
sibility of prosperity. the Revo-

lution’s 'ultima ratio' [became]

the Cold War and Cuba’s role in
the planetary struggle between
socialism and capitalism — a
way 10 justify Cuba becoming a
Soviet colony...,

“The end of the Soviet subsidy
— several billion dollars a year —
uncovered the truth about Cuba's

.- miserable economy.

“Then came Hugo Chavez's oil
subsidy... Cuba's dependence on
Venezuela was concealed under
thetoric that depicted Castro as
the inspiration of Venezuela's
2 st-century socialisin, ..

"Venezuela's subsidy provided
an opportunity for Cuba to export
‘professional services, sending
thousands of doctors, nurses, and
teachers overseas in excliange for
dollars, This was close to slavery
since the host country would pay
the salaries to the Cuban govern-
ment in dollars and.the Castro
regime would pay the doctors
and teachers a tiny fraction of the
money ...in Cuban pesos!...

“When Fidel Castro fell ill in

2006 -the-narrallve evolved.-idis---

brother Raul, a China admirer,
allowed more Cubans to engage
in-smail, closely controlled entre-

preneurial activities and invited

new foreign capital to partner
with the state,

“Cuba’s new constitution
dropped the word “communism,”
batretained the one-parly state....

“The well-respected economist
Carmelo Mesa-Lago says the pri-
vate secfor represents no more
than 7 percent of GDP in Cuba,
The country is severely under-
capitatized (gross capital forma-
tion is one half of Latin America’s
average); and agricultural and
industrial production shrank in
the ast decade...

"Sixty years on, Cuba has noth-
ing hut misery to show for itself
~— and an extraordinary ability 10
delude itself and many others.”

L'Humanité on the ropes

Joseph Schmid of Agence France

I’resse reported the sad news
about L'Humanité as follows:
"L’Humanité newspaper is
facing a financing crunch that
could see it placed in receiver-
ship... The clock may be ticking

for the 115-year-old paper of

record of diehard leftists.

"After years of operating at a
loss despite millions of euros
of public aid, a court outside
Paris will decide if I/Humanité
can keep printing while being
placed in recetvership.

"Even if this best-case sce-
nario  gives the paper some
breathing room, its journalists
face working under-a court-
appointed manager who will
be-waiching every euro—an
ignominious turn of events for a
paper that has spent more than
a century ratling against bosses.

"L'Hima, as it's widely cailed,
has already appealed for dona-
tions, the latest in astring of fund-
raising campaigns that periodically
bring in muci-needed miliions to
keep the presses rolling.

down to around 49,000 copies
~- analysts say around 30,000 are
actually sold — the paper now
faces the daunting prospect of
finding a viable business modet.

“French presidents from Fran-

cois Mitterrand to Francois Hol-

lande have traditionally stepped
in to erase debts or inject cash,
“l.ast week France's Communist
Party, facing its own financing
squeeze after dismal 2017 election
resufts, announced it would no
longer print its weekly four-page
supplement in the paper.”

Five remaining
communist countries

According Lo Robert Service,
Oxford University scholar, the
last five remaining communist
countries in the world are:

1. People’s Republic of China

2. Democratic People’s Repub-
fic of Korea (North Korea)

3. Socialist Republic of Vietnam

H-f

*But-with-daily-circutation-

4. Lao People's Democratic
Republic (Laos)

5. Republic of Cuba

While China, North Korea,
Vietnam, Laos and Cuba official-
ly claim to-be communist states,
the country-that adheres most
strictly to comnrunist principles,
according to Service, is North
Korea. He should know, lie wrote
the book en it~ Comrades! A
History of World Communism.

Today, he says, Karl Marx would
hardly recognize his manifesto.

Communism.was meant {o
spread around the world, But,
says Service, “when the Chinese
go to Africa, they aren't rking
communism. They are (aking
the market economy in one of
its wildest forms.”

"History is a sorl of tangled
web of contradictions. Who
would've thought, 3¢ years ago,
that we'd only be talking about
five states that have any official
adherence o communism —
it's afl bappened so very, very
qmd(h, Service ald

Termlnatmg
the insurgency

1t's no wonder that Flipino cotinmu-
nists today are wondering whether
they should slog on with their
50-year-old armed struggle against
the Philippine govenument.

As with other communist
movements in the world, many
in the ranks are questioning
whether it's time to hang up
the gloves. The thought has also
danced in the minds of leaders
tike Iidel Agcaoili, who has come
home and says hte wanls to talk.

Orly Joma Sison, who is
comfortably ensconced in the
Netherlands and does not have
to fight in the swamps, still talks
of fighting on.

The narrative has changed.

itseems the only subject for nego-
tiators to discuss now is the terinina-
tion of the communist insurgency.

venmakabenta@yahotacom
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T TURNS out that the chairman of the Nzitional

Youth Comrnission isn’t

the youth.

This week, Ronald Cardema
urged President Rodrigo Duterte fo
issue an executive order removing
the government scholarships of all
anti-government schelars,

Cardema’s  ecarlier  statement
on  Tuesday also  “reminded”
the scholars that “the Filipino
people formed the government to
govern, to regulate, to discipline,

to collect taxes and to allocate

~the~Filiping “Ppeople’s™ funds

and  programs,

scholarships
Fighting
government means fighting the

into  government

‘majority of the Filipino people

and also not fultilling their roles
as the expected breadwinners

who will uplift their families and _

as our hope in strengthening our
country.” .

~Later on, when the Palace and
lawmakers alike rejected his
notion, he qualified his statement,
saying he referred only those
scholars found to have taken up
arms against the government. He
said he only wanted the revocation

the

such a great example to

of the scholarships of very very
few” anti-government students
who have joined or are supporting
the New People’s Army. :

Cardema also later sajd in a
television interview that dissent
was a healthy element in any
democracy.

OF course hy this time he had
enongh time to think abow how

he should correct . his._earlier..

pronouncement, likely made in
his eagerness to show loyalty to
the powers-that-be. He is, after all,
chairman of the party-list aroup
Duterte Youth that is secking a
post in the coming polls; his wife
is first nominee.
" As head of the commission
that is supposed to champion
the interests of and empower
the youth, Cardema cannot
afford fo be vague, confusing
or ambiguous. What he says
reflects not his sentiments bus the
government position with regard
to the youth.

For  example, discouraging

the youth from being critical
of the government is oufright
wrong., R is, after all, not any
one administration or politician
who is enabling them to gel an
education, _

Second, to be learned is to he
critical of anything arid everything
that is heard, We do not succeed
when we produce a generation of
“yes” men and women who do
Aot question the actions of their
leaders. Questioning what they
see and hear does not make young
people  automatically  rebellious

or-amli-government. They do s

always with what they think best
serves the interest of the country
and its people.

A bigger question is whether
Cardema  truly espouses the
interest of the  Filipino youth
when the conflict of interest is so
flagrant,

Then again. it is useloss o
point out that ali this would be
in violation of cloction  Jaws,
The Commission on Elections,
& constitutional apency thar s
ideatty indeparulent of any branch
of governmient, has shown itself
to be only able to selectively
tmplement the Jaw. /?gtf
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ONLINE NEWS
23 FEBRUARY 2019

Army commander to public: ‘Avoid spreading

unverified information’
From the Philippine Information Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

COTABATO CITY — Army's 6th Infantry Division (6!D) Commander Major General Cirilifo Sobejana has
appealed to the public to refrain from spreading unverified information on social media following the

recent twin explosion at the Roman Catholic Cathedral of Qur Lady of Mount Carmel in Jolo, Sulu and
the lobbing of grenade inside a mosgue at Barangay Talon-Talon in Zamboanga City.

In his official statement, Sobejana said that with the very volatile situation, there are some individuals
who are circulating messages in the social media threatening the public of more bombings triggering

fear among the populace.
“| am appealing for sobriety and request everyone to stop from spreading unverified stories and reports that

could aggravate the current situations in the affected areas,” the commander said.

Sobejana said he had already directed all the units under his command to strictly heighten the alert level and
secure all places of worship, public places, and areas of convergence.

“We will also further intensify our intelligence efforts and initiate pro-active security measures to thwart
possibte hostile plan,

‘| urged everyone fo be watchful and extra vigifant at all times. Peace and security is everybody's
responsibility. Hence, report to authorities any sectirity related issues for the safety of everyone,” he added.

Sobejana said the Joint Task Force Central which he leads and the 81D maintain its partnership with Local
Government Units {LGU) to strengthen and ensure the safety and security of everyone.

“{ shouid say that we are on top of the situation and we have enough forces to protect the pecple and secure
the area,” he said.

Sobejana also called on the pubiic to be united and cooperate with authorities to resofve any looming securily
threat.

“Rest assured that in public service, we are never above you, we are never below but always beside you,” he
added.

https://pia.gov.ph
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DILG turns over ‘reintegration assistance’ to Army

From the Philippine Information Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL -- The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) Provincial
Office turned over P231,000 worth of reintegration assistance to the 62nd Infantry Battalion (62nd 1B)
and 3rd Civil-Military-Operations Battation (CMOBn) of the Phillppineg Army.

The reintegration assistance is a component benefit of the Enhanced Comprehensive Local
Integration Program (E-CLIP) of President Rodrigo Duterte by virtue of Administrative Order No. 10 -
2018 that centralizes all government efforts for the reintegration of former rebels.

According to a release from the 303rd Infantry Brigade, the P21,000 assistance will be provided to
each of the 11 former rebels, of which seven surrendered to 62nd 1B and four to the 3rd CMOBn.

. The reintegration assistance wilf be in support to the receiving unit to which the rebels surrendered which will
be spent on their daily subsistence or meals while in custody of the military unit as well as for other incidental
expenses necessary for their reintegration fike securing birth certificate, identification card, and mobility
expenses.

Engr. Carmelo Orbista, DILG provincial director, turned over the checks to the military here represented by
Colonel Benedict Arevalo, commander of 303rd infantry Brigade; Lt. Col. Egberto Dacoscos, commanding
officer of 62nd IB; and Major Udgie Villan, acting commanding officer of 3rd CMOBn.

“This shows the sincerity of the government to accept NPAs who want to return to the folds of the law and live
normat fives," Arevalo said.

Other E-CLIP benefits include immediate assistance of P15,000; livelihood assistance of P50,000; firearms
remuneration of P12,000 to P500,000; haifway house assistance; PhilHealth enrolment and medical
assistance; education assistance; housing assistance; legal assistance; and healing and reconciliation

initiatives.

Arevalo added that the Army strongly supports the E-CLIP initiative and welcome those who want to lay down
their arms.

For inquiries about surrender, the 303rd Infantry Brigade can be reached through hotline numbers, 0956-328-
2415 and 0947-5240587 .

htips://pia.gov.ph
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Army expects hike in NPA surrenderees with E-CLIP
implementation

From the Philippine Information Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

CAMP PERALTA, Jamindan, Capiz, Feb -- Army's 3rd Infantry Division commander Major General Dinoh
Dotina is anticipating a snowball of Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army {CPP-NPA)
terrorist surrenderees in Panay and Negros Islands.

“The growing number of formes NPAs in the region receiving reintegration assistance under the Enhanced
Comprehensive Local integration Program (E-CLIP) will encourage the remaining communist terrorists to
return to the folds of the law and live normal lives,” Dolina said.

Recently, 11 former NPAs in Negros Istand who surrendered to the 62nd Infantry Battalion and 3rd Civil-
Military Operations Battalion each received P21,000 worth of reintegration assistance from the Interior and

local government of Negros Occidental.

In January 29 of this year, a former rebel from the municipality of Cuartero, Capiz who voluntarily surrendered
to the government authorities also received a financial assistance amounting to P10,600 from the provincial

government of Capiz.

“These E-CLIP beneficiaries are the living proofs of the government’s sincerity in hetping those who
courageously abandoned the senseless and bloody armed struggle. This sincerity will erase the reluctance of
the communist terrorists to give up their selfish fight,” Dolina said.

Further, he reiterated his call to the remaining members of the CPP-NPA terrorists to lay down their arms and
avail the E-CLIP for them to start a new and normal life together with their family. (Capt. Eduardo Precioso

Jr /IDPAC/PIA-Capiz)

hitps://pia.gov.ph
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4 NPA 'amazons' surrender in Bukidnon
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 22, 2019}

MANOLO FORTICH, Bukidnon -- Four women officers of the New People’s Army (NPA)have
surrendered to the Army's 1st Special Forces Battalion (SFBn} in Manclo Fortich, Bukidnon from

January to the present.

In a statement Thursday, the Army's 4th Infantry Division (ID), identified the NPA surrenderers as

Lorena Micabalo, 24, a political officer who surrendered on February 14; Gloria Jandaya, 63, a staff
member of the NPA’s regional urban committee who yielded on February 11; Gleceria Balangiao, 34, a
liaison staff of the NPA's redional urban committee and daughter of Gloria Jandaya, who surrendered
on February 11; and Jackielyn Ann Elaco, 34, a finance officer and political instructor who

surrendered on January 21.
According to the 4th D, Elaco turned in assorted medical and dental kits, and medicines that she

claimed were used to treat injured NPA members. She also surrendered cellphones and a tablet that
are now undergoeing 'contents forensics and analysis.”

The four were members of the NPA's sub-regional committee 4, North Central Mindanao regional
command, whose task was to radicailize communities and recruit members to the rebel group, the 4th 1D

said.

Col. Edgardo de Leon, commander of the Army's 403rd Brigade, lauded Lt Col. Sergio Macarandan,
commander of 1st SFBn, for "gaining the trust of the people in the communities.”

“The four ladies who surrendered are alf victims of the CPP-NPA terrorists' exploitation. That is why they
deserve to receive assistance from the government," de Leon said. CPP stands for the Communist Party of

the Philippines.

"Their keing amoeng the marginalized sector of our society was exploited by CPP-NPA cadres who posed as
‘poverty fiberators’ promising better living conditions, but in reality, brought them into the armed terrorist

movement." he added.

Brig. Gen. Franco Nemesio Gacal, 4th ID commander, commended the troops "for painstakingly reaching out
and convincing the four individuais to return to the fold of the law and enroll in the E-CLIP program.”

Gacal was referring to the Enhanced Comprehensive Localized Integration Program (E-CLIP), the
government's strategic flagship program to achieve its peace and development agenda.

"They {four surrenderers} were actually rescued by the soldiers and the civillans who acted as conduiis. We
thank our peace partners for believing, trusting, and joining our call for a united effort to foster peace in our

communities," he added.

hitp:/iwww. pna. qov.ph
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Maute 'fundraiser’ yields P6.8-M shabu in Lanao Sur

From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

BUY-BUST. Operatives of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency-Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao account the illegal stuff seized from alleged big-time drug peddier Amarodin Bantog in Wao. Lanao

del Sur on Thursday {Feb 21 ) Phofo courtesy of PDEA ARMM) .
COTABATO CITY — An aiser of the i nization was arrested by anti-

narcotic operatives during an ant! drug sting operation in Wao, Lanao del Sur on Thursday and scized
some PHP6.8-million worth of illegal drugs.

Juvenal Azurin, director of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA} at the Autonomous

Region in Muslim Mindanao, ldéntified the suspect as Amarodin Allan Bantog who has four aliases

based on identification cards seized from him that all bore his photo.

Bantog was believed to be peddling illegal drugs for the terrorist organization still fighting the
government in Lanao del Sur,

Azurm saad

“Bantog, who is 34-years-old and resident of Barangay Bumiga, Malabang, l.anao Del Sur, is a PDEA high-
value target,” Azurin said.

Seized from the suspect was an eco-bag Bantog containing some 1,000 grams of shabu with an estimated
market value of PHPS.8 million, the buy-bust money made of fake P1,000-peso bifls in a plastic bag, shabu

paraphernalia, assorted identification cards, and mobile phones.

Azurin said the shabu was repacked into small pieces of plastic packs while the supposed buy-bust maney
was placed in a black paper bag that contained one original PHP1,000 bill and 17 bundles of fake PHP1.000

bills which PDEA described as “bocdle money.”

A PDEA confidential ageni acted as a buyer of the shabu and they agreed to have an exchange at 1:30 p.m.
along Purok 4, Barangay Easter in Wao, particularly in front of the Western Pilot Elementary Schoo!

Bantog is now at the PDEA-ARMM custodial facility in Cotabato City while charges of violation of Republic Act
9165 or the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002 are being prepared against him.

hitp /Awww.nna. gov.ph
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AFP backs sanctioning pols giving in to Reds'

extortion
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) supports efforts to punish politicians and candidates found giving
aid to communist terrorist groups who extort money and demand permit-to-campaign from them, an official

said Friday.

"The AFP will always support the efforts of the DILG {Department of Interior and Local Government) in
sanctioning the erring candidates and politicians who violate these specific instructions and the laws
pertaining to giving aid and comfort to the enemy of the state," AFP Public Affairs Office chief, Cof. Noel

Detoyato said Friday.

"We wili monitor and gather information and report same to the DILG. Qur field units are given specific tasks
to carry this out while performing security and combat operations against the armed group of the CPP-NPA-
NDF (Communist Party of the Philippines-New People's Army-National Demacratic Front)," he added in a
message to the Philippine News Agency {(PNA}.

The NPA, the armed wing of the CPP, is listed as a terrorist organization by the United States governmaent
and European Union.

Last Thursday, DILG Secretary Eduardo Afio revealed that 349 local and national government officials are
supporting the communist rebels by giving in to the extortion demands and permit-to-campaign rackets of the

NPA.

"We now have z watchlist, we know you. Sa if you are supporting communist sebels, in any way, you
ascertain yourself as a supporter of terrorism and an enemy of the state, you establish yourself as an

accomplice to their cause,” he said.

hitoflwww. pna.gov.ph
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Gov't firm on no-ransom policy for Abu Sayyaf
hostages

From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

Malacafiang on Friday stood firm on its policy not to give ransom money to the extremist Abu Sayyaf Group
{ASG) in exchange for the release of its hostages.

"To give in to the demands of terrorists and other lawless groups would embolden them to engage in more
abductions that would allow them to conduct extremist and other criminat activities as they could buy more
arms and weapons,” Presidential Spokesperson Salvador Panelo said in a statement,

Panelo said the government is doing its best to secure the release of the two Indonesian and ene Malaysian
hostages,

"The ASG continues to be on the run as a result of the order of the President to the military to crush them.
Our security forces are hunting them in the wild forests of Mindanao to unleash their might and blow them to

kingdom come," he said.

The Abu Sayyaf threatened to execute the hostages, currently held captive in Mindanao, if ransoms are not
paid.

The Indonesian hostages, believed to be Her Ardiansyah, 19; and Hariadin, 45, were shown in the videc in &
forested area posted by ASG being guarded by gunmen.

The Malaysian hostage. Jari Abdulia, 24, was not with the two in the video.

The hostages were kidnapped at sea off Sandakan in Sabah on Dec. 5, 2018,

hitp:/iwww. pna.gov.ph
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Trillanes rebellion raps trial resumes Mar. 20
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

The Makati City regional frial court has set the continuation of the trial of the criminal case against Senator
Antonio Trillanes IV for his part in the 2007 Manila Peninsula siege.

fn an order dated February 6, Judge Elmo Alameda of Branch 150 said "considering that there is no more
legat hindrance such as TRO [temporary restraining order] or injunction that enjoins this court from continuing
with the hearing of the case, the court hereby sets the continuation of the presentation of prosecution

evidence on March 20, 2019".
The court has aliowed Trillanes to post bail last September 25.

The case had been hampered by pending motions and efforts by the court to recover destroyed pages of the
originaf court records, which had been inctuded for disposal and destruction under the directive of the
Supreme Court on disposed cases five years and older.

in an order dated Dec. 18, 2018 Alameda denied the motion for reconsideration filed by defense counsels,
ruling that Trillanes failed fo provide sufficient basis 1o reverse the earlier ruling of the Makati court.

Alameda reiterated that contrary to Trillanes’ insistence, the so-calied "best evidence” rule applies in the case.

The legal principle means that in case the contents of a document are part of a legal controversy, which in
Trillanes' case was whether he filled up forms seeking amnesty, the original document would be the best

avidence.

L ast September, the Makali regional trial court issued an alias warrant of arrest and hold departure order
against Trillanes in connection with his rebellion case and other Magdalo soldiers over the Manila Peninsuia

siege in 2007,

Alameda said the burden of proving compliance with the minimum requirements to be entitled to amnesty
under Proclamation No. 75, which was issued by the previous administration, rests on Trillanes.

Trillanes, the judge said, failed to convince the court that he complied with the minimum requirement to
personally fill-up and file the official amnesty application form as required in Section 5, 6. and 11 of
Department of Nationat Defense Amnesty Committee Circular dated Dec. 21, 2010

The Makati court noted that Trillanes failed to present the original hard copy. a duplicate copy. or even a
photocopy to substantiate his claim that he personally accomplished and filed his official amnesty appfication

form.

The court aiso gave weight to the online news report published on Jan. 5, 2011 presented by the prosecution,
which indicated that Trillanes failed to expressly admit his guiit for the crimes committed during the Oakwood

Mutiny and Manila Peninsula siege.

hitp:/iwww pna.gov.ph
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BARMM 'realization’ of Moro dreams and end armed
struggle: PRRD

From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

The newly-established Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) is a realization of
everyone's dream to end the armed struggle in Mindanao, President Rodrigo R. Duterie said on Friday.

"The successful ratification of this Organic Law will enable us to create an environment that will be conducive
to the peaceful coexistence between the Muslims, Christians, L.umads, and all tribes of this planet as
indigenous peoples and settlers who will consider Mindanao as their home," Duterte said in his speech during
the ceremonial confirmation of the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) plebiscite canvass results and oath-
taking ceremony of the members of the Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA) at Malacafang Palace.

Duterte assured various stakeholders that his administration will ensure good governance in BARMM.

"Your courage and determination will never be put to waste. [ guarantee that you and this administration will
use all the resources within its disposat to ensure better governance and inclusive political empowerment in

this new Bangsamoro region," he said.

The President recalied the hardships of the peace process and expressed hope for permanent peaceful co-
existence with the ratification of the BOL.

"We would like to see an end of the violence that has rocked Mindanao and have cost so many lives for
nothing.if there is any problem at alf or in the future, let me assure you that for the remaining years of my work
as a government work here, here in this building, | assure you, insha'Allah, | will always do what the law says
and what is yours, to what extent that we can give you, not only comfort but happiness to the Muslims of

Mindanao,”" he said.

Duterte challenged the 80 newiy-appointed members of the BTA to fuffill & better future for the people of
BARMM by committing to the values of the rule of law, gocd governance, and democracy.

"Always embody the dreams and aspirations of the great men and women who came before you and fought
for the recognition of your right to determine your future,” he told them.

The President announced the appointment of Morg Istamic Liberation Front Chairman Af Haj Murad Ebrahim
as Interim Chief Minister of the Bangsamaro Transition Authority.

The BOL, considered as one of President Rodrige R. Duterte’s biggest legislative achievements, is expacted
to give the Moro people the basic legal tools to chast their own destiny within the country's Constitutional

framework.

http:/iwww. pna.gov.ph
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PH envoy receives documentary evidence of IPs vs.
CPP-NPA

From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 22, 2019):

National Security Council Deputy Director General Vicente Agdamag (right) on Feb. 21 hands over lo
Ambassador Evan P. Garcia, Philippine Permanent Representative to the United Naticns and other
International Organizations in Geneva, the documents containing the official complaints of the different tribal
communities represented by the Mindanao Indigenous People Council for Peace and Development pertaining
to the 17 atrocities committed by the Communist Party of the Philippines - New Peoples Army —~ Natfonal
Democratic Front (CPP-NPA-NDF), The complaints will be submitted to the United Nations Office of the High

Commissioner for Human Rights. (PNA pholo by Gigie Arcilla-Agtay)

GENEVA, Switzeriand — The National Security Council on Thursday handed over to Ambassador Evan P.
Garcia, Philippine Permanent Representative to the United Nations {UN} and other International
Organizations in Geneva, the documents containing the official complaints of the different tribal communities.

in a simple ceremony held at the Philippine Mission office here, National Security Council Deputy Director
General Vicente Agdamag gave Garcia the official documents from P groups represented by the Mindanao
Indigenous People Council for Peace and Davelopment pertaining to the 17 atrocities committed by the
Communist Party of the Philippines-New Peoples’ Army-National Demacratic Front (CPP-NPA-NDF) against

IPs.

“Thank you for these information. Rest assured that this will be properly handed over and move forward for
the sake of our country and prosperity of our IPs,” Garcia said in his brief remark.

The submission of documentary evidence was in reference to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights’ Resolution 33/12 dated Sept. 29, 2016 which defines the mandate of the UN Special

Rapporteur for Indigenous People.

“We humbly submit the official camplainis ¢f the different tribal communities represented by the Mindanao

Indigenous Peoples Council for Peace and Development relative 1o the engoing persecution of peace-loving
[Ps by the CPP-NPA-NDF and their front organizations like Rural Missionaries of the Phifippines, Mindanao
Interfaith Service Foundation, Incorporated, IBON Foundation and KARAPATAN,” said the letter dated Feb.

21, 2019, addressed to the UNHCHR.

“The 17 violations of tribal culture and tribal rights include: the recruitment of IP children to become child
warriors; encroachment of tribal ancestral domain through the CPP schools without free and prior informed
consent (FPICY; rape and molestation of 1P children in these schools; trafficking of [P children by CPR allies;
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and the continuous kiliing of tribal leaders opposing the CPP-NPA programs in the ancestral domain,” the
letter signed by Agdamag added.

The documents also include P affidavits and resolutions.

The NSC letter said “alt the violations have been going on for years since the communist groups indigenized
the revolution (communist) in the 1980s,

“It must be noted that the current UN Rapporteur Victoria Tauli-Corpuiz seems to have never lifted a finger o
intervene in these communist terrorist groups’ (CTGs) violations and has rather trained her attention to
government farces who have peen trying to defend the human rights of the IPs,” the letter said.

Tauli-Corpuz, a Filipina development consultant and an international indigencus activist of Kankana-ey lgorot
ethnicity, assumed responsibilities as the third UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of indigenous Peoples

on June 2, 2014.

Agdamag, in a separate interview, said this is the first time that the Philippine goverrment submitted
documentary evidence against the CTGs.

“It becomes very clear that the government is serious in ending the local communist armed conflict,” he
added.

President Rodrige R. Duterte, on December 4, 2018, signed Executive Order No. 70, which also
institutionalizes a “whole-of-nation approach” in aftaining an “inclusive and sustainable peace, creating a
National Task Force to end locai communist armed conflict, and directing the adoplion of a National Peace

Framework. *

“There is a need to create a national task force that will provide an efficient mechanism and structure for the
implementation of the whole-of-nation approach to aid in the realization of the collective aspiration of the
Filipino people to altain inclusive and sustainable peace,” the order read.
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