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By EDITH REGALADG

< -DAVAO CITY ~ His feud
with the Catholic Church ig
personal, and anyone who
harms priests and bishops
will have Président Duterte
himself as an eneimy,

- The President issued the |
warning after being told by the
Catholic Church leadership of
alleged death threats on clerics
supposedly -made by people
- ‘He also said Catholic priegts: |
should be allowed to niarry.

Despite his well-known dis- -
dain for the Catholic. Church, | .

“Duferte said priests and other |
religious workers should be
spared from violence triggered
by political disputes.

“Do not touch the priests,
they have. nothing to do with
politics,” the President said at
the PDP-Laban rally in Ceb
City onSunday - a message that
he reiterated yesterday.

“Either Muslims or Chistians,
they have nothing to do with us.

Do not do it. Do not try to do
it: A religious has nothing to do
with the vagaries of life. Lay off!
Stop threatening them or ako ang

Turn to Page 2

on’t har

From Page

makalabar niwo (you'll have Lo I issuing the warning,
deal with me),” Duterte said. Duterte revealed receiv.




ingea-letter-frone-Manila Archbishop: Catholics car b
Lis add maore for us be
concern over threats against clerics from ay +who have nol been ma;
anonymousgindividual, supposedly closeto,

Luis-Antonio Cardinal Tagle expressing

the Dulertes. .
"Oras na galawin winyo ang meamidre o

prrioimant. .. wag wiyo silang galawin (Once -

diyan. ¥ g kil

them, we'll have an en
not involved),” he added.

“Good day’ po, greetings from Rome:
Iwas informed that Bishop David and .

somie priests got death threats from some-

one claiming to be working for the Presi- ‘

dent’s family. Just {o let. you know, baka

- may naninira. Thanks, we pray,” Duterte. -

- said, reading: Tagle's message. “Bishop

- David” could be Caloocan Bishop Pablo
iticof Duterte’s. relajec
" - being; abused as a young b

Vitgilio David, a known
- bloody war on drugs. < -

B 2

Wald po_ganun {No such Ehi;lgj. Cars
dinal. Salamat: Just to fet you-know that
there are persons using the name of the

- Prosident and his family,” Ditterte cainsed -

telling Tagle.

?{ou touch nuns, priests; or imams - don’t -

counter. They are T

716 Thise Wwives. 7
o

Prestdent spid. -
- Duterte did :not say what p
would be solved v

Say:

& If priests w

mgrey. But inchig renia
e alle

at this now; pop

atdid he say? He sa
abuses are trie: The sistérs are

by the priests,” Duerte s
- Again, Duterte relajed.

is allégedly

priestat the Ateneo dé Davao. -

Puterte had claimed about 90 percent

of Catholic priests are gay: but did not
‘provide’any proof to back his claim.

The President has been hostile to the

.+ Earlier in the day - at the distribution Catholic Church because of its apposition

of grants to cash {ransfer beneficiarics — ' to the war on Hlegal drugs,.which.has.

there aye.those.
d yét;” the

¥ by a Jesuit

 tunately notthe solution to the problem
of sexual misconduct in the Church. The
[issue is ot merely about homosex uality. It
Jigabouthaving sexval deviant persenality
- that'cannot be cured simply by allowing
- the perpetrators to marry,” Secillano said,

CEven if we speak of ‘macho’ priests
te engaged-in ‘consensual affairs,’
Arrlagemay nod even guarantee faithful-
win the relationship,” Secillano said.

One way of solving thé problem is

through “seminary. formation” that re-

quires strict standards for choosing can-
didates for ordination.
‘Onalleged death threats on priests, Se-

- cillano said it's e Duterte administration

that would suffor if such reports would

Ay ouf to be true.

This will hurt the administration in
the long yun. It will reflect badly on the
President who had previously threatened
to have somo bishaps killed,” he said.

“We need to determine if indeed there
are groups out to harm members of the
clergy. If Lhere are, what can they gel
out of it? The leasl that they. can do is to
eliminate voices of dissent and criticisin,”
said Secillano,

“Having made those threats before, is
the I’I'c?wsieien#readymler_take-acemmtabi]ify ”

e President said priests, nchiding pays,
should be allowed
to mianry, _

“Allow them to
marry, Same 56X, g0
ahead. Live togeth-
er The Catholics...
the Muslims can

only have four. The .

killed more than 5,000 people,

. For Fr. Jerome Secillano, Catholic
Bishops” Conference of the Philippincs
(CBCF) Pitblic Affalrs Committee (PAC)
gxecutive sectetary, Dulerte “trivializes”
the “complex problem” of sexual crimes

Jnvolving priests with his proposal to just

let them marry. : _
“Allowing priests to marry is unfor-

for each drop of blood from our bishops
who might be killed?

"Orjust like the bloody “tokhang’, will
he just simply wash his liands and feign
ignorance for the killing of thousands that
include the young and the innocent?” he
added,

- With Alexis Romero, Evelyn Ma-
cairan
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By Marfon Ramos
@MRamosING

Senators, including those who
Support the administration, on
Monday  rejected  President
Duterte’s suggestion to allow
Chinese illegally working in the
Philippines (o stay and keep

their jobs to avoid a diplomatic .
eontroversy that could Tead to
“the expulsion of thous_amls of

Filipintos from China,

The Department of Labor and
Employment (Dole) also rejected
the Presidernt's Suggestion, saying
i the Chinese wanted 1o work
here, they should secure all the 1p-
gal requirements like alf other for-
eigners working in the country.

“Dura lex, sed lex,” Senate
President Vieente Sotto 11 said,
using the Latin legal maxim that
means “the law is harsh, but it i
the law.” '

“Deportation js g conse-
quence if {domestic] laws are vi-
olated by foreigners,” Sotto $aid.

Speaking at a Campaign rally
ofhisadministration’s senatori-
al candidates In Bijian City, La-
guna province, on Sunday, Mr.
Duterte said: “The Chinese here,
just let them work here, just let
them. Why? we have 300,000
Filipinos in China.”

Mr. Duterte explained that he
could ndt just order the deporta-

P

it says, will ot ‘act recklessly’

pn{e laws will

tion of Chinese illegally working
in the Philippines because China
inight respond in kind.

Speakingin Cebu City Iater on
Sunday, Mr. Duterte said there
Were 400,000 Filipinos in China,

“While there are senators,

who want to have the Chinese
nationals deported, I said, ‘Why
will I do that? There are 400,000
Filipinos therein China,” he said,

Palace clarification

Page:

-...Malacanang-issued-a-clariff—

cation on Monday night, saying
Mr. Duterte wonld enforce im-
migration laws on the illegal
Chinese workers,

“We wish 1o clarity that the
President's bolicy on Chinese
workers who are illegally slaying
in the country remains the saine,
which is the enforcement of im-
migration laws againstvigla tors,”
presideintial spokesperson  Saj-
vador Panelo saidina st tement,

“Our laws will he apphied
with full force and of fect equal-
ly to alt foreign natfonals who
violate them,” hesaid,

Panelo addeq, however, that
enforcement of immigration
laws doesn't mean “we shall act
recklessly on perceived violg-
tions of Chinese citizens.""

“To do so would he 3 danger-
Ous policy as we have, as the Pres-
ident stressed in his campaign ral-
ly speech, thousands of Filipinog
in China and ijts governiment
mightenforcea policy of ti for rat
to the detriment of gur country-

EHE

B

be equally applied to a!g;fqrei_g_nérs —
@ protect Fillpinios in Cliina.

M
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N
MANILA  Chinese workers walk

past posters showing itnages of home as they .

beginthe day’s work on the China-funded Binondo-Intramuros Bridge in Manifa. —JOANBONDOG

“ment in China,” Panelo said,

Mr, Duterte’s remarks came

a week after the Senate commit-

human' resources, chaired by
Sen. Juel Villanueva, resumed
its inquiry into the influx of un-
documented Chinese workers
Into the country. -

Ne exceptions
During the hearing, Villanue-
va found that most of the Chi-
Nese tourists were unlawfully
employed by  Chinese-owned
offshore gaming and . husiness
Process outsourcing companies.
On Monday, Sen. Panfilo

Lacson said the conntry’s immi-
gration laws shoutd be strictly
enforced on all foreigners stay-

ta” about the number of Fil-

_ipings illegaily working in China.

While it is tnig that many

gration  should ‘be sacked for
-consenting to: the entry of yn-
- docymented Chinese workers,

" “File criminal-cases against

: _them. Uphold the rule of law

-without- fanfare. Deport

- these illegals,” Pangilinan said

inastatement.
“According to Dominique Ty-
tay, head of the Dole's Bureau of
Local Employment, it is impor-
tant that Chinese nationals legal-
ly enter the Philippines as work-
ersifthey intend to work here.
“What we are secing are
those who come in as tourists
but eventually become workors,
The emphasis here s you have
to really be doctimented fas a
foreign worker],” Tutay told re-
perters on Monday. '
The Nagkaisa labor coalition
called Mr. Duterte’s stand on
the issue “dereliction of [his}
duty” to protect the rights of
Filipino wortkers.
‘Hrwis-wineumbenrmupon the

ployment.and—ing in the countr '

“No exception, please—Chi-
nese,  Japanese, Americans.
Even [those] from planet Mars,”
Lacson sajd, '

“Whatever the President
says, Fwould rather that we give
premiun to Filipino workers by
deporting foreign nationals ille-
gally working here, and, worse,
taking away scarce job opportu-
tities from our own couniry-
men,” he added,

For Villanueva, Mr. Duterte
may have been given “wrong da-

‘Filipinos are i Hegally warking in

other countries, he said, the js-
sue should be centered on the
proper implementation of do-
mestic immigration policies,

“[This is] not just for the pro-.

tection of jabs for Filipinos, but
also [for] the protection of the
rights of the workers regardless
of nationality,” Villanweva said,

Sack officlals involved
Sen. Francis Pangilinan said

‘unscrupulous officials of the

Bole and the Burequ of Immj-

President to enforce the country’s
laws on employing foreign na-
tionals, be it Chinese or otherwise.
IF such foreigners viglate. our
laivs, they should be dealt with
accordingly,” Nagkaisa spokes-
persoirRene Magiubo said,
-“Making an unfounded fear
as an argument of not imple-
menting our laws on employing
foreign nationals is a deroliction
of duty on {he part of the Presi-
dent and his Iabor secretary,” he
added. —wiTk repoRTS rrOM Jovic
YEEAND CHRISTINE O, AVENDARO ING
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! The Commission on
- Elections hag createda
; Comelec control commiitee -
* (CCO) to supervise the areas
: placed under its control,
: Based onResolution No.
| 10501 issued on Feb, 21,
 the CCC will be composed
- of representatives from
the Comelec; Philippine’
- National Police (PNP)
and Armed Forces of the

act as the implementing
arm with regard to the
decisions, order and other
issuances in relation. o
the enforcement of the
Comelec control,

Once an area is placed
under Comelec control, the
poll body has the authorlty
to relieve members of the
military and the PNP,

The Comelec may

committee to ¢ Vers ee

Philippisies. -

- The/CCC will be

~ chaired by a Comelec
" commissioner. o

The Comelec plices an -

‘area wnider its control to
- prevent election-related
. violence from escalating,

Only two areas have.
been placed under Conielec

“control so far: Daraga in
_ ‘Albay and Cotabato City,

recommeng the relief of any
public official or employee
who violates election Taws

or fails to comply with the .

poli body’s orders, _
Ballot printing

Meanwhile, the
rinting of official ballots to
e used in the May elections
is in full swing, averaging
1,1 million copies per day.

poll hotspots

~“Daraga was déclared an

‘election hotspot following

the killing of Ako Bicol
party-list Rep, Rodel

- Batocabe allegedly by his

rival for the mayoralty

post, reelectionist Mayor
- Carlwyn Baldoon Dec. 22.

The poll body said

the CCC is authotized

to create special task
force teams, which will

. Comelec spokesman
James jimeriez said they
‘have reached their target of
printing one million ballots
daily. »

He said'the number
of ballots printed by the
National Printing Office
reached 11,346,352, or 17.82
percent of the 63,662,481
ballots to be printed,
- Bheila Crisostomo
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skipped the anniversary
EDSA people power revo-
‘akey role.

Aclose aide said Ramos,
- whois turning 91 o March

tites, ashe had beer ity pain

o gout,

' Tura iolﬁagéﬁ

.. For the first time, former |
~president Fidel Ramos:

rites yesterday for the 1986

lution in which he played:

18, coudd not-attend the
33rd EDSA anniversary.

inthe past several days due

on

gers his g
desaid. .

Ponce Enrile and a group
of young officérs belonging

‘torthe Reform the Armed
“ Forces Movemeént (RAM)
‘led by then Army Col. Gre-

gorio Honasan, holed up at
Camp Aguinaldoafter being
ordered arrested. by then
president Ferdinand Marcos

Resp

‘to protect Ramos, Eririle and

. the 1.1&#1:#1’@1:5 soldiers-and
policemiogn, - s

At home:”
d he eats,
out,” the

former leader had a -

vicechiefof staff, along with
thei defense minister Juan -

["""The standoft ended on
~Peb. 25 after ‘Marcos and-

his family and a Gumber
‘of -his ¢cronies fled the

cotuntiy.

President Corazon Aqui-

no took over after Marcos’

-ouster. . Lo
. Patt of the celebration
-each year was the recnact-

“ment-of ‘Ramioy’ famous

jump after being wrongly in-

formed. that Marcos and his

fainily had fled the country’
onFeb 24, L
Last Friday, Ramos
launched his latest book,
“Silver Linings: The Con-

“tinuing- Saﬁga ‘of ‘the 1986

EDSA:People Tower Revo-

.lution.”

Honasan, meanwhile,
said he continues to “re-

- member with pride and

continuing faith and hope

- when the RAM broke away
“from ‘the chain of com-

mand-to become part of
People Power, the crucial
component, tipping point
and accelerator of hislorical
events,” '

- Jose Rodel Clapano
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nel discussi

: jf‘:Pe:')"‘p'ie:‘“I?t'ﬁi’e:'r' Revolt frofn its studio

" in-its.main office in Intramuros,
Manila on Monday. L
FHroadeastA2

l‘a(klmgthe issite; "33 Yeéars

after EDSA Revolution: May'Ipi-
naghago Ba? (Has there been any
- meaningful change?),” the panel
of guest speakers and analysis
included two main characters of
the political drama that wnfulded
on the highsvay between thé police
headquarters called Camp Crame
and the military’s Camp Agui-
naldo in Qtiezon City — Juan
Ponce Enile, then Department
of National Defense minister,
and Aquilino Pimentel Jr, who
later became pait of President
Corazon Aquino’s Cabinet as
Department of Local Govern-
mesnt minister.
Other guest panelisis talked

...about how the Philippine politi--- -

cal landscape has changed since
the first popular uprising in the
country that led to the collapse
of the 20-year rule of then strong-
man Ferdinand Marcos. _
They included political anatyst
Clarita Carlos, former ambassador
and press attaché Alejandro del
Rosario, Radio Veritas manager
Pr. Larry Faraon, Capt. Proceso
“Boy” Maligalig of the Reform the
Armed Forces Movement (RAM),
1987 Constitution framer and

former Commission on Elections |

+

e Hamla Thines
y;i ;2» ;Y 311 g i%mf;H;&r .
@'BROADC_A,'S};E@M W.

chaivutan Christian Monsod,
former Tawl-Tawi governor Al Til-
lah, journalist Belinda Olivages

‘Cunanan, artist Cecilé Guidote |

Abvarez;- former Sen:. Heherson
“Sonny" Alvarez, Buhay party-
list Rep. Lito Atienza, Bfien Vil.
lasenior; former University of the
East College of Law dean Amado
Valdez, former Interior Secretary
Rafael Alunan 3rd, Ret, Gen,
Victor Corpus, philosophy pro-
fessor Rene Tadle, former Pasig

e

City Rep. and Chamber of Real |

Estate and Builders’ Asssociation
National Chairman Noel “Toti"
Carifio, former Pafawan governor
Abraham “Baham” Mitra, former
seniatorand broadcaster Edgardo
“Eddie” Harde, broadcaster an
Times columnist Ramon “Mon”
Tulfo, journalist Ninez Cacho

Olivares, and Presidential Com-

mtinications Operations Office
Secrefary Martin Andanar,
Moderating the whole-day panel

discussions were Times publisher-

editor Nerilyn Tenorio and guest
co-hosts, broadlcaster Matio Garda,
aciress-producer Jackie Aquing,
broadcaster and Times columnist’

Tulfo, and THhue founder and col- j

unmist Ninez Cacho Olivaies,
TMTIV had its first live test beoad-
cast of the 2018 State of the Nation
Addrmsuf!’msident!{odrigo Duterte,
involving panel discussions before

and after the speech.
ARICJOHNSY Cua




R

S

February 2019

dates who have been critical
of President Duterte algg
appreciate some of the good
policies of his administration,

During the sccond “Harapan 2019;
The ABS-CBN Senatorial Town Hall
Debate” held ¢n Sy nday, four senatoria
bets from the “Otso Divetso” Oppasition
slate said Duterte's support for the
military and free health care are good
policies, o '

In the “Fast Talk” segment of the
debate backed by the leading netwark’s

mediapaytner Manif%ﬁgghﬂng{!almm
~Representative Gary Alejano said Pu-

terle’s “support for the military” was
something good that he could say about
the President,

But Alejano wag quick to warn that
it should not result in “personal loyalty*

bposition senatorial candi- .

HANILA: BULLETI ~ -

 Opposition bets hail Duterte's health
care law, support for military, Boracay rehab

to Duierte,

Alejano, a former mutineor who js
aspiring {o he a senalor, is a staunch
critic of the President, especially his
policy towards China,

Ior Duterte administration arels-
critic Mar Roxas, President Duterte
deserves praise for funding froe health
care services fo Filipinos, saying that
Pit is a personal priority he wanted to
be carried out by government,

Roxas, whe lost the 2016 presidential
election to Duterte, said the medical care
programisthe bestaccomplishment the
Duterte administration achieved.

The former secretary of the Denart-
ment of the Inlerior and Local Govern-

of eriminal responsibility,

He said it is common sense to reject
the reduction of criminal responsibility,
pointing oul that even movie houses
reject minors from entering i3-18 rated
filing,

“Tyung pagﬁnisngBm'acay (The Bo-
racay cleanup),” election lawyer Romulo
Macalintal saiq.

For former Houge deputy speaker
KErin Taflada, Duterte dig something
right after he signed the Free trriga-
{ion Service Act, a andmark faw that
provides free irrigation (o farmers.

The President signed the froe irri.
gation faw or Republic Act No. 10969 in
FEDIUALY, 2018, e oo

-nent-was-among- the-elght Sénatorial

candidates who participated in the sena.
‘torial dehate held Sunday night.

But Roxas, who js seaking a politi-

cal comeback in the 2019 senatoria] hid,

remained furious against (he TRAIN

Law and the proposal o lower the age

Just last week, he also signed into
law the: Universal Healih, Care Act that
seeks to improve access of Filipinos
to health services through a national
health program and the availabilily of
mediciies and healt facilities,

Alejano and former Bayan Muna
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representative Neli Colmenares were
- asked.if they-would accept a-Cabinot -

postin the Duterte administeation: They
"answered “No,” . ' '
Tafhada, a longtime Liberal Party

stalwarl, was also asked a question-

about the President, If he has a plece of
advice fo him, what would it be?

“Kaitangan na ipasa coco levy fund
bill para sa ating magsasaka (The coco
levy fund bill needs to be passed for our
farmers),” he said.

On China, Alejano’s advice to Du-
terte was: 'Wag ibenta ang WPS. 'Dj
dapat kapalit sa pangungutang ng China,
{(Bow't sell the West Philippine Sea in
-exchange for toans from China,)

Former Pagsanjan Mayor Abner

Afuang said that if there is indeed a

- state-sponsored killing, it showld target
“eorrupt” elective officials in Congress.
“Kung uunahin ang mga corrupt

.58 Congress, pabor.ako,” he-said when—

asked if he favors the “tokhang” police
aperations against persons involved in

; drugs.

|

Alvang, a former journalist and

¢ member of the Makati Cily paolico force,
. also thumbed down the lowering of the

age:of criminality; siyying that this will,

ake children mere “collateral damage”
: ‘in'government’s bid to end criminality,

Asked to react to the proposal to
change the comtry’s name, senatorial
candidate Agnes Escudero said that
it this wilf be approved, Philippines
should be named "Rizal Republic”, after
national hero Jose Rizal. :

Also in the fast talk segment of the
public diseourse, Macalintal defended
former President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo'svictory over the aclor Fernando
Poe Jr. during the 2004 elections.

“Walang katibayan na siya ay uman-
daya,” said Macalintal (Therc is o
evidence that she cheated),

On the proposal to change Philip-
pines o Maharlike, Macalinial said gov-
ertiment leaders should no lenger tinker
with the proposal and address the many
problems affecting the country,

~~~~~~ Macalintal alseelided Sanatoral

vivals enjoying the support of President
Duterle for failing Lo show up for the
debate,

“Sa mga hindi sumipot sa debale,
ang nais nila ay kumapit lamang sa
kanilang pangulo,” he stated. (,|.
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over the reins of government.
The President said while he rec-

: ognized Lhe soldiers’ love for country,

F they scemed to worry if he would be -

replaced by hig opponents. -

“The military will not hold a coup
d'etat-against me. Well, maybe- they!ll
say they'll worry aboui whe will be
the ene to replace me because they

are afraid about Hie situalion of the

Philippines,” he said in Bisaya during

e 8 L L L i e s e

I éﬁMa ’*BMLE?EE e ——

THE NATION'S LYADING NEWIPAFER

power Lo the enemies of the lBr‘ldelS'
the military deposed, citing the pdst

mihtary hacked Ievolutwns agamt'

former presidents, <
_ “Iaﬁeadylold thom: thcthmgabuut
you is that you will hotd a’revolution.

The_police. And alter you win, you give -

way far the opposmg party, What kind

" of foolishness i I that?” he said,
“Juat ilke mth Cor y and F‘s[mda

¥
i
I

2

a!,’sthepomtof What]dndofparty
> you to hold & coip’ detat only 1o
ive way for the opposilion? It would |

g -'?__'hv ihe sam’ sxtuatmn beeause every-
one involved are foolmh It’s politics,”
. "he added,

- Barly this mm‘tth the President
urged the military to drop politicians
and instead choose young leaders to

_runthe government if the soldiers revolt
. Against the government, He said lhe
" young leadérs should be given good sal-

ary and be rewarded lor their effopls,
Duterte previously said the militar V.

wits free fo overthrow him il they were

o longer satisfied with his perfor-

mance. 3
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“Be prépared to ﬁght

oppression anew’

BY WENDELL VIGILIA
and JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

FILIPINGOS shoudd learn from the
lessons of the 1986 EDSA “people
poswer revolution” and be prepared
to fight wyranny and oppression
now like they did 33 years ago, an
uppusition senatorial candidare
said yesterday. -

“\¢e have to take a stand for our
rights and freedom, When we're
oppressed, let’s not it pass. Tet’s

st attow-tire dadcpast-to-rerurn

once again,” Rep. Gary Alejano
{PL, Magdalo} said in « statcment
as rhe countey celebraced the 33ed
anniversary of Bdsa 1 that toppled
ihe Marcos dictatorship.
Referring 1o the Duterte admin-
lstration, hc said the people still
fall victim “1o what scems o be
a dictatofial style of governance.”
“I'he human right violations
ate lelt and right — silencing the
adminisiratdon’s critics, suppressing
the freedom of the press and the
aever-ending martial law in Min-
danao. The goverpment is fying
desperately 10 plunge the country
back o its dark pust.” Alejano said,
Presidenr Duterte, in a message
for the zmniversary, urgzed Filipinos
w0 value the freedoms and liber-
ties Filipinos enjoyed because of

the people power revolution 33
FeRrs ago.

He said he joins the pation in
commemotating the peaceful
revolation that brought together
Tlhpmos from all walks of life and
gave ise to a “Philippines that was
rehoin from the ashes of it tumul-
tuous past.”

Durerte skipped the T DSA rites
tike in the past two years,

Key figares in people power
revolt — former President Fidel

~~Ramesformersenator]uan-Ponee e o

Furile, and Sen, Gregorio Hopasan
- were also absent.

Pastor “Boy” Saycon, commis-
sioner of the BIDSA People Power
Commission, said Ramos skipped
the event for health reasons while
Tarile and Honasan “celebrare
only Pebruary 22, the day of thetr
breakaway from Marcos”

“They ask to b cxcused fom
the other activities without preju-
dice to the milliops of Filipinos
who defended them in (Camp)
Agwnaldo ultimarely in {Camp)
Crame, We in the commission on
EDSA respect this position of
Senator Piorile and Senator THona-
san,” he also said, '

About a thousand people, most-

Sec BE PREFARED 3 Page B2
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ly government employees, attended
the rites at the People Power
Monument in Quezon City, dc-
cotding to the Quezon City Pohcc

District (QCPHY.

The QCPD said the evént, whlch
staried past 8 a.m. and cndcd at
around 9:35 am., went gener-
ally peaceful. ‘There was no protest
monitored neat the People Power
Moenument and other key areas,

s was a sharp contrast to
the situation last year when about
1,000 pretesters marched from
the People Power Monument to
the PNP headquarters in Camp
Crame to voice out their dissent
[Ce] gOVC[’ﬂll!C]ll.

The National Histotical Com-
migsion of the Philippines (INHCP)
led the commermorative program at
the People Power Monument.

‘The program included the flag-

" raising ceremony, ecumenical

praver, wreath-laying rite, and
conferment of Freedom Awnrds

Citizenship Movement Awards,

Most of the attendees wore
white and- very few wore yellow,
which is the color of the opposi-
tion Liberal Parry.

Education wadersecretary Lorna
Dig-Dino and NHCT chair Rene
Escalante ted the flag-raising and
wreath-laying ceremony in front
of the People Power Monument,

Dig-Dino, the event’s guest
of honor, sau! the lesson of the
peaceful revolution “is thae every

one of us has a chance to do somie-
thing for the country.”

She said the EDSA revolution,
promoted “communication, un-

derstanding and care” at that time.
Joey Concepceion 11, presidential
adviser’ for cntrepreneutthp a,nd

EDSA People Power Commission’

vice pre.sldent, said the revolution
instilled in the youth back then the
kind of courage that pushes them
ta rise up and fulfill their dreasns. .
He also said real democeacy has
twobe trqns]_.ltcd into real economic
dcmocmcy ‘where. the country
is not conwrolled by the rich.and
where those at the hottom of the

- pyramid and the middle-class are

aspiring to be wealthy”

DEMOCRACY ALIVE!

Justice Sceretary Menatdo Gue-

varta said democracy is alive and
functioning with vibrancy 33 years

“after the 1986 EDSA uprising,

Guevarra was reacting to com-
ments that the Duterte administra-

Land Spirit of EDSA and Good. . tion is undermining the freedoms _ that want.io.abuse Filipinos,.ics.....

won by Hilipinos in EDSA 1,

“We Filipinos continue to enjoy
the libetties that we regained after
the People Power revolution in

1986, Qur govermment institutions
function with vibrancy under a
democratic regime,” he said, add-

ing that thete is freedom of the

press and expression despite the
recent atrest of Rappler CRO
Maria Ressa on a eyber libel case,

Ressa, who s also facing tax eva-
sion charges, is out on bail.

“We continug 1o en

¥ the free-
“dom of 'the press. and maost es-
pecially with the advent of social
 miedia, people are. Hice 10 express
thelr gucvanccs

played
M :

irs office, said thie.
Cotiitnernoration of: the revolf fe-
rhinds the milicary. “chat whitever
challenges we. fact, d(’spltc ‘the
differences.in.our orgam?mons
and groups, we remaift united and
loyal to our (,uuuuy and to our
Constitution."

SUBSERVIENCE

Alejano scored the administra-

tion’s alleged subservience to Ching,
_especially in the West Philippine Sea
- (WPS) where the conntry has lost
* parts of its territory to China,
“While there are other nations

also true that there are Filipinos
who are \l.orkmg) with imperial-
ists,” he said. “It’s lamentable and
rcvulung that out povernment is
prepared to violste the human
rights of Filipinos and destoy our
demaocratic institutions in the name

“of “good relations’ with China”

Alejano dared rival senatorial
bet Christopher “Bong” Go of
the administradons Hugpong ng
Pagbabago (HNDP) party “to ex-
plain to the people the track taken

* by the administration on the West
Philippine Sea”

“Bong Go is the face of this
administeation, They (administea-
tion senatorial beis) have to explain
why they allowed Chitn 10 seize
out islands,” he said.

" Alejano, waited for Ifn;rpong
camildms to debate with him
at the Plaza Miranda in Quiapo,

" Manila yesterday afternoon but

110 0neC came,

He said Hugpong candidates
“missed a golden opportunity o
speak to the nation when ity bets
snubbed the debate challenge.”

“What are they afraid of ¥
asked the lawmaker who was ac-
companied by fellow Otso Diretso
candidates, election lawyer Romy
Macatintal, human rights lawyer
Chel Diokno, former solicieor
genera Flovin Hilbay, and former
Rep. Lorenza Tatiada 11

The opposition bets Jast week
challenged Hugpong bets to a
no-holds-barred debate on vari.
ous-issues, a dare that presidential

daughter Davao City.Mayor-Sara- - -

Durerte-Carpio said Hugpong
candidates were ready to accept.
Macalintal said the admisnistra-
tion bets can choose the date, time
and place for the debate aod the
opposition bets will surely come.
“We're still challeaging them.
They can set the dare, time aixd
place wherever they want ane we'll
come to them so we can explain
the issues 1o cach other,” he said,
~ With Angela Lopeg de Leon,
Ashged Hachevo and Victor Reyes
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© pagsugpo sasinuggling, terorisme at
-pamimirata sa haosa, partikular iia sa.

kagagatan ng Western Mindanao,
- Ayon kay Philippine Navy (I’N}Chle
Vice Admiral Robert Empedrad, bumibifi

nasilang 12 na sasakyang-pandagatupang -

lumawak pa ang mababantayan nilang
bahagi ng baybaying-dagat sa rehiyon,
Aniya, masyado ng luma ang

kasalukuyan nilang ginagamit na mga .

high speed craft, kaya't kinakailangan
nang palitan ang mga ito,

i
i Anmg N.mc; uamwa Pw«mm 1}\ A0 £ Thanan

P8.49 ; I

- nang,yayﬂri it M idanao,

ang nakakapasok, smuggling, fiuauy

of whatis happcnmg, in Mindanag, lots of
guns entering], smuggling, pirdcy, and all
these things bocauso of the vastness of the
waters of Mindanao),” anito.. ‘
Hindi na aniya masyadong
napapakinabangan ang mga fasteraft na

-dwhng nabili ng pamahalaan sa Korea.

" “Sa ang nire-request ng navy [So what
the navy is requesting} if we can acquife
12 fasleraft, we cansecure the vast walers

“Yun an;, kdlldll},dl‘l kast * yuu npang

f
i
A

and. :
all_these things s lpki Kasi nig-dagat sa
* Mindanao [That's what is necdéd because

2 cnf Mindan'iu, bu]u, Su}u Sea ami all the
“waters there at” sabl nito.

“Kung maliibili aniya ng gobyerno ang
mga fto.ay maaari nilang palubugin sa
karagatan ang kardlang mga kalalsan,

“Meron pa namang guldance si
presicent Fihiere is & guidance from the
president] that -if vou see these people
plying these areas palulubugin namin
pwesink it} pero kuny; mabili namin "yung
capability na-“yan eh palulubugin pamin
lahat ng mga. kalaban nagumagamit ng

. dagat,” pabayag pang opisyal,
Francis T. Wak

ield
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“isang bivthday pa

tang magkainitan h
“bang ‘nag-iinuiman ang
; i;mpo ng sundale it mga

rrangdy tanod.sa Brgy..
Pandanan, Lava-am, An
figue kamakalawe ng .

-gabi.

Ang mga nasawi ay
kinilalang sina Pfe, Je-
son Cordero al baran-

ng mHisl-

_gntan. sima Cocporal
. Miguclito, Per

EESYON 1'ig‘lpl_lli_‘§'y_il-',

bage nangyari ang kri- -
~ang mga. bikiinih kasa-

“oina ang fatfong pinsan oo
. sioa Gilbert Necor; ’B,-.—
Christopler Lavega at

mén-dakong alas-8:45
ng gabi ay magkasa-
mang nag-imyinan ang

mpa sundalo it tanod

at-Pe;
At implawensya na
piskalian din ng isang
357 .revolver habang
_nakatukas ang iba pmi};

i- - ng alak ay napikon: sa

Alig H1C
bilang selebrasyon:s
it'sa.mga sundalo, -

Habang hag-fineman

birian ang ‘tanod sa si
Lévega at pinagbabaril

Nasakole naman

© ng-mga hagrespoiideng
eperatiba ng pulisya

si-Nécor na-nakum-

suspek .- Joy Cantos- _
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':”ang isang masaya

_ 1 ng'3
“birthday paity makafa revaliver habang nakata:

ang magkainitan.ang . kakaibigar
. nag-inumang mga sun-

dalp:at’ barangay tanod
na humantong 52 pama-

maril na tkinasawi ng |

dalawa habang dalawa
pa ang.malibhang na-

sugatan sa Brgy.-Pan--

danan, Lava-an; Anliguo
karnakalawa ng gabi,-
Kinllata ang mga na-

sawi. na sina Ple. Ja-

son Cordero al Brgy.

Tanod Jeorge Lavega; L

pawang ng nasabing
bayary, samantalang
isinugod sa pagamutan
any niga sugalang sing

Gpt: Miguelito Perex at:

Ple. Jasori Respiel.
Sa ulal ng Antique

Potice, dakong aias—-

A t;

8 ia
sundalo at .
d-dahit sele-
'brasyon ng kaarawan ng
isa Sa-niga Kavil riang
mangyari ang Insidénts.

.Ang sudalang-si-
: Lavaga ang tinukoy na

isa sa apat-na suspek
na namaril'sa mga sun-
dalo’ kasama ahg tatle
nitong pinsan na sina
Gilbert- Necor; Chyisto-
pher Lavega at Jeoﬂrey
l.egaspl L
Findyagan ng mga
sundalo na makisali sa
kanilang inuman_aig
myga-tanod dahil Kaki-
Tala naman nila ang myga
ito. Gayunman, habang

‘nase.impluwensya na

ng . a[ak ay naplkon sa

- -

Nagakote f ng mga -

nag{@qun@eng pu!ig_

Kas ang-iba pang sug-
pek oy Can!os) 4‘ '
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sbsite; Sison.

Salbthe NPAhas a strict rule on disel.
- pline against sexual molestation,

"I making ajoke, Duterte has obvi-

“ously invented the story that gays in the

C : © . Tum to Page 8

- Story that members of the New People’s
+Army kissed-his son Baste during the
turnover of policemen who were cap-
tured by the NPA, Communist Party of
the Philippines (CPP) founding chaiy--

Gay I‘ebels From Paget

S “NPA:brbﬁght TS S5 Baste T~ their bodiés cannol dispose of

the woods to be sibjected to

kissing, mashing-and other

. acts amounting to molesta-
tion,” Sison said.

“He added that, if tive, the

rebels who kissed Baste would

be subjected :to disciplinary

action.....
i "There Is a strict NPA rule
“of discipline: againgt sexual

niolestation and taking sexual . _
Red: commanders.and fight-
exs.in-more than 110 guerrilla,

- libeities against the will of
others. ILis up to the NPA com-
mand conicerned fo inform us

how Baste'was treatdd,” the-

communist leader said.
Aside from disciplinary

action, those rebels who did

it might have experienced
discomfort upoi discover-
ing the truth of what Duterte
had earlier said that he and
Basto are “congenital stinkers
because the sewage system of

the waste of their food intake
and they sulfei long periods of
constipation.” IR
Sison said the most tinbe-
lievable part of the Duterte joke
is the-claim that 40 peicent of
NPA fighters are gay. o
- "How can he make such a

survéy finding when his mili-

tary and police minions cannot
even:locate the:thousands of

fronts? These armed revolu-

tionaries reveal their momen-
~tary location only when they -

are already. ambushing or
raiding his armed minions,”
he claimed.

For him, Duterte is again
exposing his misogynist and
anti-gay character with ma-
chismo humor,

-~ With Artemio Dumlag
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By Nat Marianio e
RESIDENT Rodrigo Duiterte on Sunda
-that his son, Sebastian “Baste” Duiterte
_ harassed by gay New People’s Army:rebicls
something that Communist Party of the Philipping .
founding chairman Jose Maria Sison immediately,

fejected. A o

In his speech in Biflan, Lagun
weckend, Duterte safd_h‘is{'-

' r-“Horig” Go, went
ISan Juan village (o conefet
Iy foi the turnover of fhe

the' two " captiired. soldie
men in Bayugar City; A;
He said . Sebastian:

ner peesideri-

uoted his son as saying,
abused?. He said, “Yes,
k " "That’s okay. You now
it feelsito b kissed by gays. It
. That Firt!™ Duterte sajl. _
Accordingta. Diiferte he ivas really. worr:
ering Why the: communistichels wanted
aste t lead the'tarnover of the captured
ldiers,.,. G
°T was ‘wondering why”they wanted 1o

“Hurn ovér the captured soldiers to Basto... It

« urned gut, thoge fools weie after Baste,” he

dithott providiing any details about the

release.

~Sison, however, found the President's
narrative: difficult to believe,
“In making a’joke; Duterte has ohyi-

, ou_s,l)i...im{cn!cdgtha\.-;s;ﬂryﬂ'hizt?'gay:ri e

NPA ‘vebels during thai

Ahe turnover went, ke
told his father that he wos
e chieeks by tlié communist

ETOUp’'s hideout fask Tiesd

With nothiig t :
sor’s narrative; Dut IS
percent of NPA Soldiers weii gay.

“Did you kuiow thiat 40 percer
fighters are gay’ " Hetold the 4|

A< Slio0r NPA rebels brought 6 to an area
of filled with coconnt trebs; Al Lof them kissed

others, w0 e g
© e, however, noted that if the arined re-
‘bels hadl indeed- mélested or took liberties
with'Duterte’ soif, then “they would face dis-

ciplinary action - Lt e
1t is up to the NPA command concerned
Aoinformus how Baste was treated,” he said.,
Sison also slammiéd Disterte for claiming
that four out of 10 éommunist rebels were
gay, emphasizing that it was the “niost ui-
belicvable part ofthe joke
“How can he make such a survey finding
when his military and police inions can-
tio Tocate the thousands of Red command-
ers'and fighters in niore than 110 guerrilla
frouts? These armed révolutionaries reveal
their momentary location. only when they
are already’ambushing artaiding his armed
minions,” Sison sai L
- “At.any rate, Duterte s again exposing
~ his misogynist and anti-gay charactor with
his macho kind of joke™
Sison tljtm'admitted;ihat-‘}hgz revolution-
dry forces aceept LOBT (lesbian, gay, bic
- sexualand transgénders) info their ranks.

e [
L5y

<!

NPA brought his soif Baste fo the woods fo
be subjected ?to:}:{‘i_ssx_’h‘g-,jmashing and other
acts anounting fo hiolestation,” Sison said
ina statement, IR

He snid the NPA vbserves a “étrict yule of
distipline™ agpinst seximi molestation and
taking sexual liberties against the will of.
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ATION'S LEADING «xmm

'Senatorlal bets oppose hftmg of pohtlclan S

term limits, federahsm death penalty

jy BENR, :wsamo ahd RAYMUND F, Amamo SR

mposing stiffer penaities was one  nares and indigenous people's rights

of the solutions proposed to put
an end to human rights abuses
wtim cOmmitted by government law
enforcement agents.

Human rights lawyer Nevi Colme-

advncate Agnes Escudero raised the
proposals at the second “Harapan 2014
The ABS-CBN Senatorial Town Hall
Debate” last Sunday.

The iwo senatorial candi- P 4




Stiffer penaltles eyed

»b(,i’ere t!nee arenas-
5 pumshmgsta_

...dates; alsa pmpos,ul t!u, theuu mtment
“of more chaplains to offer spivitual and

moral guidance to policemen is another

antidole to human rights abuses.

Colmenares and’ Escudero are }

among eight senatorial candidates who

showed up al the ABS-CBN Senaboriil -
Tawn Hall Debate, supporicd by.the.

Mamla Bulletjn as; the netwm K's i

Diretso senawnal b]df;e Said body an
dash hoard ¢ cameras may do thetric
Eight sénatorial candidates Wi
made good their promise to appeat at
the televised debate aired variotis re-

sponses to Marissa Lazaro, whose.son .

was killed fol[ewmg ai alieged shootout-
with policemen,”

In tears, Lazaw ieeounted how‘
police claimed (hat her 22-yeai-old son-

_was involved in robbery and had fired
at them. But during investigation, she
noted that her soi had been handeutfed,
indicating that he was already undel

.pollce custody when shof.

‘Reacling to Luzare’s tale, Colmc-: .
nares said stiff penalties and new laws

thatwould stop state-sponsored killings

-arg-among-the- effectwemnudotc&to*mﬂonsultat

abuswe poHee force

: 13
chaplam palamag,blgay ng mmaI splri -‘:; g
tuai na’ pagtatag sa kanﬁang pagkataa '

forimei: Makatl Clt}/pohceman protéqtcd

th failure of human rights advacates o -

' "Mayman iy astructm‘e ofi lmpumty

su paglabag $a kaiarungan pantao sa-
gobyerno. Supotado g gabyerno apg -
mga pulis pa involved sa pagpatay » satd
Colmenares.

The human rights activist .‘,E:essed o

that human righis abuses can be fought

“action, and by protesting_on tlie ‘;ttéet.

- Rozas, who had served as Intevior
and’ Local Gover et secretary, said.

‘mandatory- mbtal!atlon ‘of hody and.
(dashboard cameras can- be effect:ve:

' oy
i icers, k{mg hindi ito gagawm tlyakfna

j Alejano batted for reforms in the police - -
'-_‘recru:tment procedure, saying this
“should put an end te corruption.”

‘ofa astrong Philippine National Police In-

- policemen, instead of iransferring (hem
o other assigninents. .

“Ding” Generoso said the deaft federal.
"constifution ubmitted by the Zman . .

. (Con-Coin, acknowledged that liftin gof .
" the term Ismltwas the "stumbiing bi ock’
- fGl’ federalism::”

‘Com, only two {erms are dliowed fm '
. politiclans. . =

- former Marine captain, said when asked
“abiut. the removal-of politiciang’ term
* limits in office,

laing said they were not in favor of
~federalistii;

Alejano: Hindi. Hindi jra tayo handa.
"_Ang inayaman lalong yayaman, ang
mahirap lalong hihivap. (No, we ave
_not ready-for federalism. The rich will
-"bemme mchet, the pom wﬂi become

! ko p'xbm I)ahx[hmdi
SR ag- uusapzm hiisto ‘yung negative

aﬂectsmto {I’'m not in favor: Becauseits
, 21“ gatlve eﬂ‘t;ctb Emw noi boon dsacusaul

-5 Maealintal: Hindi ako pabm- kasj
hindipa tayo handa.sa ganyang uri ng
" gobyerno. ('m nol in favol because we
are not yel ready for that kind of govern-
mult)
Afuang H]Hdl (NoJ) .

. 'The Senate bets attendmg the sec-
_ond debate were also asked where they
Stood onpeace lakks, legalizing the use
. of medical marijuana, and same sex

. marriage,
- Colmenares, Alejano, and 'Uanada
- agreed on the resumption of pedce
talks with the Communist Party of the

PhllappmecsuNew People’s Army.

_ Colmenares: Dapat ang paglmp’aya

& _.A.-m«.—;paan“’igfﬁiiz}Tatfn YU TWE Hava to phisli™

for 'peace.) :

- Alejano; Sa akin, gusto ko ng kapaya-

DapaL may peace talks tayo. (For

T want peace Let us have peace

~tatks)

oo Tanadas Kaﬂangan muling Duksan,
Nammwala ako sa kapayapaan. (It needs

-t he'reopeiied. 1 believe on peace.)

On medical z mau;uana

< Alejsno: Hindi, (No,). . :

o Tanada: Pabor akodaluhyanaynag
= papagaan sa epekto ng ibang sakit’ (Pm

~in favor becausc itlessens 1h(, effects of

marari pa rin bad eggg sa pulisya,” the
formu Quezon congressman added,
- -Magdalo senatorial candidate Gary -

Alejano recommended the creation

ternal Affairs Service and firing abusive

Federalism advocate Comado

hum'm ;_ighis'among the rich.
- Term limit, fedevalism, -
: (ledth pcnauyoppo‘;ﬂli o

Ag,nez, LbClldC‘iﬂ No.
On same.sex marriage:
* Aléjano; Hindi, (No,) .
Tdﬁddd Hindi- gk pabm dah]l mas
:ipqhm ako sa eivil infon par tnet: ships.
“(I'm not in favor because Povin favor of
-cwﬂ union partnerships,) .
~:Macalintal: indi- dapat 'van pero
. (gmagafang ko ang karapatan ng bawat
_isa. (That should not be allowed but 1
?'respect the ught\s of everyone.)

bate, (zén 0 spgkesmzmof}_’msident:'f.
Duterte’

nsultatwe CUHH’IHSS!OH

‘Generoso said that it the, draft
federa! charter proposed by the Con-

“Hindi, Dapiit _‘_aytel'm !mnts (No _
‘there should be lertn i:m;t) " AIc‘]anc'a; _

o of

~“Alcjano;: Ma@dhnhl “Farada; anct S
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LONOMOuS adl it has been getling

ready for the transition. "We congratulate the iticorning menibers
of the BTAas they take over the new regional government,” said
Mujiv Hataman, ARMM’s last governor. “The ARMM has been -
preparing for this turning point,” he said, Hataman was referring
to the Bangsarnoro Transition Authorlty Which would serveas in-
terim governinient of the newly established Bangsamoro Au- !
tonomoys Region in Muslim Mindanao: “We put all the docu-
ments in order; ensuring that everything was coniplete to ensyre
a smooth transition whoever will sit next,” [Tata man said. —sHELA

MAE DELA CRUZ AND BONGSARMIENTG
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 equital
in the Bangsanio
Authority %B-TA).

.

Catlito GalvezJr. said yesterday,
"As Lhave always empha-

-$ized, bringing about neces-..

- sary. reforms to the Bangsam-

Joro-Autonomous Region in
- Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)
depends not on the number of.
- representatives per sector or’
- grouping, buton the effective- |
~ness,efficiency and sipcerity.

of each member of the BTA,”
Galvezsaid.. .

- Galvez issued his statemenit
following reposted complaints
from representatives that only
12 _MNYP;F-Gnd affiliates have

“the

50 Transition
-presidential
- adviser on the pedce process

thatthe 9 slots to be fiel
MNLE were not b

hie BTA would .

-of the new Bangsamoro region.

- Headded that these include

“the erafting of the glectoral, lo-
“cal government; education, ad-

mihisteative, revenue - and ecivil

‘service codes as well as the new
‘Batigsamoro Development Plan,

- “This requires the éx pertise

- of lawyers, technocrats, profes-
-sionals ‘and other specialists

in the inlerim’ government.
The BTA represents ‘not juist

“the MILE and MNLF bigf the

entirety:of the Moro and non-

- Moro people,” the presidential
advistrsai o

The 80-member fré‘n_siﬁoh

- body, according to Galvey, witl
see to it that by 2022 astrong..

:f i

e ivio the B0mhember BTA
- swortiinto office by President
- Buk S
of
_ Unification (PAPRU) elarified.

last Priday,

A-.:

the ‘M

- previous negotia-

a8

he remaining 39 slots will be
distribtited among the MNLE
iaidiﬁen’dus people, women,
youtn and local government.

* . The official said the 39 re-

maining slots do not mean
they would be occupied solely
by MINLF representatives. IHe
atso dismissed. the isstance

allotted 41 slots with .
2 AlhadiMutad Ebra- |
senas BTA chair, while

Institution will have been

laid down and.the people of
- the' BARMM will be ready to
- exercise theit right of suffrage
~-and install their government
“officials, b T

Galvez alfo reminded the
public that it is-also the sule

N jp:réré'ga‘t'ix're' of the President
to chopse who he waits to be

Included:in the BTA, .
- “We recognize that there are
thany mote who want fo'serve

“the Bangsamoro through the

BTA, but let us not forgetthat
there'is a muliitude of wavys
to render our service for the
people,” he said, :
“At this poing, it is essentia)
that we work together to nur-

ture the Fﬂins_ ofourjourney to
1

peace,” he added.
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reace adviser clgrifios
Tepresentation jn pry

By Jc}yce'Eangcq'Péﬁzaigs and :N_a_tj Matiano

%‘”g} RESIDEN TIAL peace adviser

R

2 Calito Galvey on Monday
A dismisseq Claims by persons
, passinfg_'t}mmsolves off as fepresentativeg
“of ;rhefMoro National .l',iberati_on
- Front thatthe 810up was Jeft ot iy,
the formation of the Bangsamoro
’ Transition Authm'it){.
_ “Thete are many people whe WAt 10 be part of
the BTA because iy is very historig, They (Emmanye
Fontanill and Maorttaba Babao] also applied byt Were
0t fncluded, 1 beljeye they are making ticse state.
DAIs for selfish and Petsonal regsons, More impoy.
tantly, they are net autherized 1o Speak for the MNLp»
Galvez (ol Monila Standarg, '
Galvez ws teacting to g elaiy, by Fontanilfa, reported
by CNN Philippines, that the MNLF woyjd notrecognize
the BTA because it was neg a paitofir,
But Galvez told e Manily Standard that 14 mem-
bets of the 80-man BTA represent the MNLE of
Wwhich nine were ominated by (he Broup headpq
by Nuy Misvari, The Bovermmnent also named thige ,

L the NINIR Next page

L

-~ allolted two gyt of ts 41 seats i the BTA
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Palace...

From Al

“but i will Yusoph,Jlk:r
[ MNLE Ieader ulder Mistiati] in Jan

{ ary betore the stait of the plebiscite and ex- -

plained to them that it is very unfair to ask
for parity because it was really the MILEF
that worked hard for this agreement. There

is a-great difference between parity and £q-

1ty,” he said.

Galvez sajd President Rodrigo Dutcrle
has already given the green light-to star
talks with Misuari, _

“Undersecietary Nabil Tan spoke with
Misuari foday {Monday} and he was re-
~.ceptive to the suggestion. We just have to
schedule a date for the dinlogue,” he said.

" OniFriday, the President formalized the
cieation of (he BTA, composed of 80 mem-
bers; which will serve as the interim gov-
ertinent of ihe Bangsamoro Autonomous
Regiorof Musling Mindanao maui dmtions
are heid in 2022 - .

“thie. apportioning - of seats,:
. e : :

-mcmbgrs, only hv we'
“ferent number't

Babao; - speakc,r oftithe: Bgngsﬂmom- :

People s Natiopal Congtess of the MNLFE,
had also. . explesscd (IISSﬂHS ction with,

hosen-—a fardif
want the 14 that Galvez men-
tioned on Monday.

Babao theit called on the government le
provide a biggei representation of MNIF in
the BTA, saying that “those who had pre-
pated ifu, food were not allowed to eat”

Galvez said MNLF members will Jave

“equitable representation” in the BTA.

“As 1 have always emphasized, bringing
about necessary reforms to the BARMM
depends 1ot on.the nuember of representa-
tives per seclor or grouping but on the oft
tectiveness, efficiency, and sincerity of
euch member of the BTA " Ga]vu said in
a statement.

He said the BTA faces the gugantum

task™ of establishing the formal structore of
the new Bangsanioro region,

He also unplnswd the nced to have
lavyers, technocrats, . professionals, and
otherspecialists inthe | inferim government.
These experfs ate then expcclul o creftthe

.region’s elcetoral, local government; educa- -
- Hom, admiibistra

LT Vigeieodes ns-w
ontitited 22

fevemie, and civil ser
a8 the new Bringsantoro -

Development Plan, -
“The BTA lel‘e‘:‘ﬁl]fS ot jll‘%t the MILF
and MNLF butthe entirety of the Moro and
non-Mora people,
The 80-member’ mns:lmn body w:ll
see to it thal by 2022, a strong institution
shall huve been lain down and the people

" of BARMM will he ready to'exctgise their

right of sumagc and :n‘;tdli their . wovem~
ment officials,” he saidy

*“We recognize that’ ﬂlbl'e ate-maty more
who watit to serve th Bangmmoto through
the BTA, but let us not forpet that there-is a
multituide of ways o render our serwcc for
the people,” hegidded, .07

Last-mouth, ihic President noted [Enl he
needsio hear uggeshons raised by Mis-
uari on the peace process.in Mindanao and
consider the sentiment of the pwplc of Sufu
who lqa,u,mi lhi‘: Banvqﬂnmlo Or, gmuc Law,
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.We dﬂn’t have a pwbluu wxf;h tha{, and } hope f;hat wﬂI be clear to

anybody

By Kristlna Marallt and Elmer N, Manuel

. 'The Moro National Liheration Front (MNLF)
yestorday said it is banking on President Radrigo
Duterte's promised shift to & Federal form
of government and will not meddle in the
recently-formed Bangsamoro Tyansition Authority
(BTA) that will govern the new Bangsamoro
region until 2022,

- . Only.-a small faction of the MNLF which are

no longer gennected with former Aitonomous
Ragion in Muslim Mirdanac (ABMM) govemnor
Nur Misuari is interésted in having a vole in {he
BTA, MNLF spokesman Emmanuel Fontanitla
claimed in a statement, .

- But Fontandlla said Misuari fs more conceryed

w;th the President’s vow to shift to a Foderal foun
of government, which the MNLF leader said will
give the people of Mindanao a stronger voige in
govermance, - '

PR A2 12 TEAN oL

I*untaml]a also clatified the} have nothmg
against the croation of (e BTA; -

He added MNLF members who are) reportedly
rotesting thefr “exclusion” from the BTA are
MNLF splintey groups expelled by the main
Misuaridod moup.

“We do'not have angthing against the I8,
because the ones whe are complaining ave t‘wm
the MNLE splister groups,” Fontanilla said, “Fhey
are former MNLF members who just wanled to
Jjoin the bandwagon,”

“We-are not asking for any pattmzpntion in
the Bangsamoro Organie Law,” he stressed,
adding that Misuari has insiructed them “ue\fel
to participate with the BOL.”

e The BOL enables. the.creation-of-the

Bangsamoro Autonomous Reglon in -Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM) lo replace the ARMM,

“We don't have a problem with that and Thope
that will be clear to anyhod” Lie added.

" Motolslaniic Liberation Tron (MHJ‘}c]uimmn
* Murad Ebrahim and other membess of the BTA

1ecent[y took {heir oaths of office hefore Duterie
in Malacafang, The 86:member group will govern
the BARMM untit the 2022 elections.

- Duterte appointed Murad as chief minister

*of the tuterim body. He also named Abdultah

Macapaar, also known as (‘omman{lex Bravo,

_to the BTA.

The incumbent offi [Claib of the ARMM, on the
other harid, will serve as membess of the B’J A until
their tez'ms expire on 30:June 2009, The ARMM is
led by Gov. Mujlv Hataman, 3

In his speceh during the oathtaking rites,
Duterte urged the BTA to work for the bost inter est

- and welfare, nol only of the Bangsamoro people,

but of every Filipino who tives in the region,
“I trust that you will oversec the teansition

period to the best of your abilities, especially

HILRT decotiiissioning of firearms and Tormer
combatants,” Duterte said, adding that the
administration will use all its resources “to
ensure better governance and inelusive political
empowerment in this new Bangsamoro region,"

T
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"ELEVEN million billofs. v be .

used in the May 13 polls have been
printed by the Commiission on
Elections (Comelec),

Ballot printing started last Feb, 9,

Inastatement, Comelec spokes--

mai James Jimencz disclosed that

a total of 11,346,352 0ut of the
763,662,481 ballots to be printed . 7
“vice ¢halrman, respectively,

(17.82 percent) have been printed.

_ “The printing of ballots for - ‘
' ~mittee ate representatives of the
Philippitie National Police (PNP),
the Armed Forces of “the Philip-

the 2019 eléctions at the National
Printing Office is now averaging

1.1 million per day,” said Jinencz
“Weare on track to hit'the taiget
of finishing the ptinting by April

25,2019, he added. -

been completeéd was.the 1,7 mil-
lion batlots for overseas absentee
voting, which were finished tast

No.. 10501, is formlng a. Control

* Commiteee that shall oversee the
areas that have been and will be
placed nnder its control,

- Compiising the Committee shall

be two Comelec Cothmissioness, .

who shill serve as_chaitman-and

- Othet memibers of the Com-

Piries Y, and g Comelec’s

Project Mﬂqﬁgémém;()fﬁ'cf:; o
. Qne.dﬁi‘t}lgfcrén_‘;gjs‘g mandaies

He said the first batch to hm.ré;_v ‘of 'the Comelec Control Com:

mittee, the resolution said, is the
creation of a special task foree,

‘The rask force shall secve.qs

“Hebrgrr N
* - He said ballots for the Antono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM), Region XIIT (Caraga),
and Region XII {Soccsksargen)
have also been printed.

Jimenez said after the printing
"ol the ballots in other regions in
Mindanao, those for the Visayas

its implementing aem regarding
decisions: and ‘vrdérs relative to
the enforcement of the Comelec
control, :
The Special Task Force, in turn,
shall be composed of represen-
tatives of the Department of
Intetior and Local Government
(DILG} #nd Office of the Ciry/

<

.- Comelec; based on Rcsp_lqijoq

Also joining the task force are
tie concerned PNP Regional Di-
tector, AFP Division: or Brigade
Commander, and Regional Blec-
tion Direcror (RED), _
Finally, the Comelec en -banc
designated the Comelec Lay
Department s the Commirtee’s
Secretariat;
I the past, the poll body simply

.. designares a Commissioner In-

Charge to oversee the political
division placed under Comelec
control.

Under the aw, the Commission
may place an atea under Comelec
conteol if there Is a history or

- cufrent. intense political tivalry
among contending pattes; if it s
previously placed under Comglec

. control; if there are jncidents of

~—politically-motivated viglefige
involving candidates; violence fa-
cilitared by private armed groups;
use of loose firearms by unguali-
fied individuals: and serions armed
threats posed by NPA, AS(; _EIF}‘;
MNLF, and/or MILE (g

Currently, already placed under
Comelee control ape Draraga in
Albay and Cotabato € ity
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B or the second year running, and while the
" midterm elections are about to be held,
Mindanao wil} continue to be under miti-
tary rule after the Supreme Court voted
9-4 to uphold the third extension of mar-
tial law until the end of 2019,

In greenlighting the extension, the
highest court of the land has shown how
little it regards itg bower under the
Constitution to “review. . the sufficfency

of the factual basis of the proclamation of martia]
law or the suspension of the privilege of the wyit
of habeag corpus.” o

A full week since the announcernent of the ryl-
ing on Feb. 1y, the text of the decision has yetto be
released. But Chief Justice Lucas Bersamin provig- o
eda gjjmp.s,g__c.ﬁmemajor_ity-thinkingin‘tﬁé‘&ib’tiniéi"

"7 "when he declared in public function that govers.
ment reports on violence in Mindanao, as basis for
the new extenslon, need not be acctrate,

You heard that right: "Whether that informa-
tion is true or not is irrelevant... accuracy is not the
question here,” said Bersamin, “The question s,
what is the information that the President acted
upon.. When you note some inconsistencles or
weaknesses, that is not sufficient to undo the deter-
mination of the President,”

The inaccuracies Bersamin couldn't pe troubled
with were unearthed by Assaciate Justice Alfredo
Benjamin Caguioa, who diligently dug into the mili-
tary reports Malacafiang had subinitted, During the
oral arguments on four Ppetitions challenging the mar-
tial law extension, Caguioa questioned the many in-
consistencies in the Yecords, sueh as several violent
incldents with no betpetrators but which were later
attributed to the Aby Sayyaf; other incidents attribut-
el to both communist rebels and the Aby Sayyaf; and
at least three instances when Abu Sayyaf metnbers
killed each other. "How does that SUpport the corp-
tention that rebellion persists?” Caguioa asked.




The petitioners, led by former election commis-
B sloner C}u‘istian Munsod Qn_d.AlbayRe Edgeﬁi;_hag_.ﬂ R S

- man, pointed'out that there was o actualreltellion”

happening in Mindanag, contrary to governmaent
assertions. The sitnation has in fact improved, satd
Monsod, after the Marawi siege ended in October
2017, and barangay and Sangguniang Kabataan clec-
tions were even held in May 2018. N

Former Senate president Aquilino Plmente] i
a Mindanaoan and ally of the President; also called

for the lifting of martiallaw:in parts of Mindanao,

. such as Cagayan de Oro, Davao and-the Caraga re-
 gion. How can investors come, Pimentel said, when
there is supposed to be chaos in all of the island?

I Bersamin's view, however, Malacaniang's re-
ports can be lies for all they’re worth-=but all that
matters is whether the President-believed them,
and acteéd on that basis, In which case, the chief ex-
ecutive’s action is then rendered essentially above
scrutiny, reproach or review,

Walt a minute; Isn't that stance basically an aban-
donment of the constitutional tuty of the Court pre-
cisely to look into “the sufficiency of the factual basis
of the proclamation of martial law..."in other
words, to check whether the rationale the adiinistra-
tion cited was true or not? And how cotlld the Court
ascertaln such factual basis if the supporting evidence

presented before it is inaccurate-~hut it then refuses:

to call into question that inaceuracy? If the Court
shirks its duty to look at the facts independently and
Just take the President’s word for them, isn't that giv-

: 3118-Ehe.Pf.esident.unprecedented--leewaytoii‘ehl'sW?i"jf’“'

through governance, while the Supreme Court stands
aside and gives him the thumbs-up? (A historical ex-
ample: Juan Ponce Bnrlle's fake ambush, stage-man-
aged by Marcos to highlight supposed lawlessness
and justify his power grab via martial law.)

Checking the chief executive’s hand is precisely
the duty of the other branches of Bovernment, But
the Court’s blithe imptimatur on baseless martia)
law extensions risks an “undue expansion and pos-
sible abuse of the vital presidential power,” warned
Monsod, one of the very fraimers of the 1987 Consti-
tution. “It sets a dangerous precedent of normaliz-
ing an emergency power that is only brought about
by the law of absclute necessity,” hﬁ} _

Bersamin’s disturbing doctrine o uncritical
deference to the so-called wisdom of the President
amouints to dangerously normalizing not only per.
petual martial law, but also the notion of strong-
manrule. Mr. Duterte could resort to the same Mar-
coslan reign of abuse ang duplicity, but, as things
stand, the court of last resort hag decided it will not
inconvenience him in any way with questions
about truth and fact,

)
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the 1987 Co

“N so many ways, : _
P by a Con

‘that was drawn u stitutional
Commission during the Cory Afuine ad-
% ministration of 1936 sought to avoid the
excesses of the previoy:

s administration made
possible by the martial law provisions of the
- Previous 193 BRI

3 Constitution, _ _
Thus the 1987 Constitu_tion,'which is what
we have today, pliced many limitations -on the
use of martial law, so 16 succeeding presic
could use it ag President Marcos did. While the
- new Constitution kept the Armed Foreés of the
Philippines (AFP) ag “aregular force‘necess,ary
for the security of the State,” it also provided for
a police force “national in scope and civilian in
character”? IR . o
“To stress the civilian charactor o this police
" {OFeETRA 6975 which established the Phitippine
National Police (PNP) provided for. civiliag --
rather than military -- ranks, Thus the top PNP
chief-had the rank of Director General - on the
-same level as the top AFP rank of full General,
Nextinthe list of new PNpP ranks were Deptity
Director General (on the same leve] as AFP
Lieutenant General), followed hy Dircetor (as
the AFP Major General), Chief Superintendent
(as the AFP Bxfigadieer_enerai),‘Senior Super-
intendent (as the AFP Colonel), Superintendent
(as the AFP Majov), Chiof Inspector (as the AFP
Captain), ang Inspec
aitty, -
The general
to the new PNP

public, however, never got used
ranks, President Duterte said he

nstilution

g president.

tor (as the AFp Lieuten-

e hew terminology, The police
: e-old military
mly sounded more | mpressive,
to themselves as

“was confused by th
- officials themsel
ranks; they certa
Thus they continued o refer
" generals, colonels, majors, etc o
. It was for this reason that Congress recently
~ ehacted RA 11200, amending Section 28 of RA
6975. It adopted the AFP designations fop the
various ranks._of the PNP but with {he word
~Police.. Thus. Police General, Police Major, Po.
~liee C&ptain,_-éte;; all the way down 1o Police
Corporal, - - '
Inthe interest of
ing, we welcoma fhe
“however, (hat the military
~buce some police officer:
g ke military men in the field of battle, Jop
they‘:‘emain, as provided in the C@nstitution,
“a'police fbrcenatinnal in scope and civilian in
character”

We have our Armed Forces frained to fight the
‘nalion’s eneties iy baltlefields, whethe, they be
invaders from other countries or Filipino rebels
out to topple our democratie Bovernment ang
replace it with their own system, such ag Com-
munist or Islamigt, But we also have our police
forees to maintain peace and order in our towns
and cities agajnst criminals sueh ag thieves ang
robbers, '

~ Ourpolice officers.

ves preferred th

ranks will not infly.

and men, despite their new
military ranks, should never loge sight of this fact
that they are members of a civilian agency en-
forcing law and Mmaintaining peace and ordey

7

s.and~me11---int0‘tiﬁ“ﬂ‘k“i“'"" N
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The new political
Stage 1s set.

8 the race in the midterm
elections heats up, the oppo-
\ sition seems (o be unable to
launch its campaign with the
bang its supporters hoped for,

Their efforts have left them side-
lined despite all the best efforts to putl
them [vont and center of the arena.

Their fandamental flaw was to start
off by framing the elections as a refer-
endum on the Duterte administration's

___performance, thereby shifling focus.....
away from them, and back to him and
 his senatorial lineup. ‘

Unfortunately, this framing only
emphasized the administration’s
achievements, quickly answered
with the 20 new laws signed by the
Presitlent, including universal health
coverage, and amendments to Lhe
Corporation Code,

Likewise, the victory of the Bang-
samoro Organie Law and the swearing
in of the Bangsamoro Transition Com-
mission and the latest SWS surveys
affirming a diminished illegal drug
prevalence, apart from the very good
trust and satisfaction ratings at the
start of the campaign period all serve

a3 a backdrop that may {ill in the frame
with more achievements.

Moreover, visual evidence in the
cleaner Manita Bay and the new pub-
lic transport systems and expatded
infrastructure in many cities makes
the case thal government ean (ulfill
promises, something voters have de-
manded for a fong time.

On the other hand, in the minds of
many, these achievements are what
this opposition failed to achieve in their
six years in power:

~~~Some ofthe legislative wins; inpar—

ticular, could have heen gained by the
past administration if it worked harder
te consolidate a majorily in Congress,
and push a clear legislative agenda
that braved political capital.

Some of the game-changing laws
would not have been easy to obtain,
Hke rice tavrification that chailenges
entrenched cartels and smuggling
rings. .
The opposilion thus represents the
old Manila-based political order that
stilt likes to play politics with symbols
and nostalgia that no longer resonates
with the majority of I'ilipinos, While
their friends and classmates may
agree with and support them, thege



politicking. The sparse crawds may
reflect this loss of confidence,

Instead, the bigger story emerg-
ing with the crowds is that for the
first time, political forces based in
Mindanao are now able to command
nalional attention, .

Political rallies ol the Hugpong ng
Fagbabago, a political parly founded
in Southern Mindanao, pulled crowds
by the thousauds in Central and
Northert Luzon is something un-
heard of,

Tinages of “fans” taking selfies
with candidates fike Bato de Ia Rosa
and. Bong Go, once dismissed as
non-contenders for Senate seats,
now seem {o inspire olhers in many
areas.

networks do not carry the vote,

Their sparsely attended gathering
at the EDSA shrine Ipst Fehruary 22
only reveals what litte clout lhey rotain,
the symbolism of the rally venue doing
little to draw a larger crowd many hoped
would attend on a Saturday. Right when
they needed the erowd, they could not
musler it,

Even the launching “vallies” in Naga
and Caloocan looked like gatherings of
allies that did e to put forward the
image of a campaign gaining steam.

Sadly, for alimost 30 years the EDSA
event was used Lo push political agendas
and candidacies baged on symbols with
little substance needed to inspire a ma-
jority by fulfilling the hopes of change.
These fatlures taraished its promise.

EDSA is used as. the hollow.battle-—- - Jiyen- the selegling 67 e 1500

senatoriai candidate Rafael Alnnan
golmore mainstream and soeial me-

~ery of this old order, the significance of
the event lost in the maelsirom of theip

dia coverage. ‘The “selfic” seems to
have evolved as a powerful tool,

Prior to this, 110 regional political
party has obtained such influence o
set the stage, and command greater
altention than the Manila-based
politicos. They all functioned like
extensions of the then Manila-bascd
political parties,

There being no procedent for this,
the prognosis over the next three
monihs is that the Hugpong may fingd
itself on the cusp of a political game
change,

Whethér you like it or not, i, along
with dnother Mindanao-founded
political party the PP Laban, may
contimite to set the stage, and push

JHeagenda, T

For reactions, facchook.comy

Johntriapage




B URING' the heyday of the
Chinéseé enipire; representa-.
l_tlves of vassal states had 16 'go
: hmugh elaborate rituals, includ-
ing the infamous kowtow proce-
dure known as “three kneelings
and nine prostrations” before
being:allowed inty the imperial -
 presence. The iclea that thiete were
other ndtions. that were China's

eqal was mcqncewab!e because,
odiside of (’hmd, c:whaauon gelf -,

'Was belleved not to xist, What

or small, should be equal. 1low-

ever, China doesn't behave as if it

is just one of almost 200 countries
. in the world today.

Adter it joined the United Na-
tions in 1971, China questioned
the universality of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
This wasn't without reason, Be-
ing one of the world's poorest
countries at the time, China — like

e e Manila Tines ©
‘twr&/zi;- Maliul Wliies

CHING

“otherAsian ¢ounities — felt that

‘the right to development had been

overlooked,
In 1993, Asian countries meet-

ing in Barigkok issued a declara-

‘tion in which: they supported

it nghi to development as a

-universal rlgha A few months

FRANK

and opening-up policy four de-
cades ago, many people assumed
that it would become westernized
because modern countries afmost
by definition were Western coun-
tries. Birt Chima insisted, and has

. how proved, that modernization

is different from westernization.
Even where they use the same

words, the Chinese don’t neces-

sarily mean the same things. l'or

example, on international law, -

which is meant to be binding

‘on all nations, Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Vi declared as early

d carpet replaced the kowtow?

China. Where Foreign Minister
Wang took the moral high road in
2014 and railed against a sitaation
where “the strong do what they
want and the weak suffer what
they must,” in 2016 he insisted
that the weak Philippine govern-
ment must negotiate bilaterally
with the much stronger Chinese
governmen.

A contemporary example is
China’s insisience that Canada has
vialated the law through its arrest
of the Huawei executive Meng
Wanzhou because Meng has.not....

f:as nﬂ:mna!Ly,«tha{counmes, big—--r—!aten the-World-Conference on

Human Rights adopted the Vi-
enita Declaration and Program of
Action in witich all member states
reaffirmed the right to develop-
ment as “a universal and inalien-
able right and an integral part of
fundamental human rights.” So,
due in part to China's aclions, the
concept of universal human rights
was anended.

After China adopted the reform

fany <
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4572014 that China s not only a
“staunch defender” but is in fact

a "builder of the international

rule of law,”

And yet, two years later when a
Linited Nations tribunal issued a
ruling against China on its South
China Sea claims in a case brought
by the Philippines, China refused
to abide by that decision and in-
sisted that the Philippines engage
in bilateral negotiations with

broken any Canadian law. This
charge seems to negate the entire
international system of bilateral
exlradition agreements, of which
China is part.

Chinatoday is admired by many
for its successful transfornation
into the ranks of advanced coun-
tries in the short period of 40
years, It dazzles visitors with the
world's most developed network

B Ching A5
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China: Has the red carpet‘réplaced the kovvtow?

of high-speed trains, which it ex-
ports to developed and devdopmg
countries alike.

~China also loudly proclanns its -

face ‘0l a Trump’ admiristration -
that is disengaging itself from
~ many of America’s global com-

Socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics, Xi said, “offers a new
option for other countries 2ad na-
tions who want to speed up theix

mitments. But, as professor Grze-

gorz Ekiert of Harvaid University -
pointed out last week in a talk
-at-the. Unwermy of Hong Kong, -
--support for globalization i the - China is not-speaking of West-:
em globatization bt of Chiriese
globalization. Also, the internet,
which it was originally thought

of the res( of the woild,

but a unique philosophy to solve its
problems. Foreign leaders secking
Chinese wisdom walk down along
red carpet at the end of which stands

‘would bind people with limitless
‘free- information, now divides the
“world, with China insisting on its
Owin:internet, separate. from that

e o1d feridatist Chinese cni-
pire may b gone but in its place
-has emetged 2 newly energized

Cor  development while preserving
their independence; and it offers
Chinese wisdom and a Chinese
approach to solving the problems
facing mankind.”
The days of kneelings and prostra-
tions are gone, Today, China offers
the world not a unicue civilization

 the Chinese president, ready (o ex-

tend his hand in welcome. China
may no longer have an emperor,
but its president still receives guests
in imperial splendor,

Frank.ching@gmail com
Twitter: @FrankChingl

5,000-year-old civilization which
Is guided by “sacialism with Chi-
nese chardcteristics,” a new phi-

lasophy developed by China,

Xi [inping, the leader of Ching,

while addressing a Communist

Party congress in October 2017,
told the world what this means,




ES-"
X TER-
DAY,
L Febru-
‘ ary' 25, &
was the = :
33rd anniversary of the so-called
EDSA Revolution. .
The words of my colleague, Teddy
Alrica of the defunct Times Journa,
still ring in my ears as if they were
uttered only yesterday: "Mon, today's
oppressed will be tomorrow's op-
pressors” . PTulfoAS
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He said those words after
news of the departure of Presi-
dent Marcos and his famity was
greeted with jubilation by the
EDSA multitude,

Teddy and 1, who was then with

the Manifa Bulletin, covered the

EDSA Revolution {rom beginning

to end.

True enough, the minute Cora-
zon C. Aquino took over the reins
of government, the former house-
wife and her minions started per-
secuting officials of the old regime,

Instead of being magnanimous
in victory, Cory became a vindic-
tive bitch.

She wanted all vestiges of the
fornier regime eradicated.

The houses of the Marcoses in
Leyte and other parts of the coun-
try were ransacked; the Cultural
Center of the Philippines, Film
Center, Foik Arts Theater, Coconut
Palace, Nayong Piliping were left

IN MY LINE

Emilio Yap, would have been
sequestered. At the last minute,
the Cory governiment changed its
mind after Yap bootlicked Peping
Cojuangco, Cory’s brother.

Puerto Azul in Cavite, con-
sidered the "Colf Capital of the
World” and “Asia’s Paradise Re-
sort,” was closed down because it
was owned by the Tantocos, who
were friends of lmelda.

The paramilitary Philippine
Constabulary {PC), founded in
1901, was abolished and replaced
by the civilian Philippine National
Potice, an ill-disciplined organiza-
tion, all because Cory’s husband,
Ninoy, was arrested by PC troopers

The nation commemarates
yearly the day an incompetent and
vindictive leader ook aver power.

The Universal Health Care law,

-..whicly. gives. every Filipino access

tty quality and aflordable health
services from the government, is
a significant milestone,

In short, poor patients can now
avail themselves of the same care
given to well-off patients in all
hespitals or health centers,

The funds will come from the
“sin” taxes on cigareites and i-
quor, Pageor, PCSO, the Depart-
ment of Health’s annual budget,
and premium contributions of
employed Filipinos in the govern-
ment and private seclor.

Mow, let’s give credit where credit
is chue: Former presidential spokes-
main Harry Roque J1. introduced the
Universal Health Care bill when
he weas a congressman, and Joseph

They probably can explain the
reasons why they're supporting the
CORMTHLNISE insurgents.

You see, the military is not al-
ways there to protect those local
officials-in- the DILG list as their
towns are probably vulnerable to
NPA attacks,

# % %

British national Raymond Ed-
ward Smith, who was detained
at the immigration jail pending
deportation, has been temporarily
released on my recognizance,

Smith is facing charges of concu-
hinage by his Filipino wile, Jinky,
with whom he has wwo good-
looking children.

Smith doesn’t want 1o be de-
ported because of his children,
aged 8 and 16,

liearned about Smith’s plight
from a friend who thought 1
could sympathize and heip
since, he said, 1 am also an

to rup to seed.

So were the Philippine feart
Center, GSIS Hospital, Lung Cen-
ter, Kidney Center, which were

all built under the auspices of

Imelda Marcos, were practically
abandoned. They have been re-
vived, though.

The Bataan Nuclear Power
Plant was scrapped. It could have
addressed much of the country's
energy woes and lowered electrical
bills. But rather than find ways to
properly fix the plant’s issues, it
was mothballed.

All the companies belonging to
the friends of the Marcoses were
placed under sequestration by
the Presidential Commission for
Good Government (PCCG).

For example, the Manila Bul-
fetin, owned by Marcos’ aide-
de-camp Gen. lans Menzi and
turned over to Chinese-kKilipino

when Marcos dectared Martial Law
in1972.

The Cory government was $0
vindictive toward its former en-
emies that some sectors in the
military rose in revolt against it.

There were many coup at-
tempts and rebellions during
her time, namely, the Manila
Heotel coup, the "God save the
Queen” plot, GMA-7 incident,
Black Saturday incident, Ma-
nila International Airport plot,
1987 and 1989 coup attempts,
and the Hotel Delfino siege in
Cagayan and the October 1990
mutiny in Mindanao.

The EDSA Revolution is cel-
cebrated yearly with a holiday.

Cory Aquino was an incompe-
tent and vindictive president and
so was her son, Noynoy, who be-
came the country’s chief executive
18 years after she stepped down.

b

Vicwar "TV" Ejercito sponsored the
counterpart bill in the Senate.

Peapte should remember JV
Ljercito when they choose their
senators in the May election out
of gratituele.

Fogue has backed out of the
congressional tace {party fist) due
to health reasons,

¥ % %

The Department of the {nterior
and Local Government {DILG)
says 55 mayors, 21 vice mayors
and 41 councilors are support-
ing the communist New People’s
Arnyy (NPA).

‘The BILG should not hold the
peoFle in suspense; it should come
out with the identities of the local
officials who sympathize with the
enemy of the state.

1t's fair to the officials con-
cerned as they will be given their
day in coutt,

adulierer. Hehehe!

Smith wiil be reprting regularly
to immigration and the courts
while his case is being heard. 1 will
see (0 that.

I'm helping himn since § am also
a father,

Congratulations to my friend,
Sammy Po, who owns the Marco |
Polo Hotel at the Ortigas Center -
in Pastg. :

Mayco Polo-Qrtigas bagged this
yeal's Forbes Travel Guide Star
Awards, five-star rating,

Marco Polo-Ortigas has won the
prestigions award three years in a
row since 2017.

The other awardees are Sky
‘Tower at Solaire, The Peninsula
Manila and Nuwa Manila.

Marco Polo-Ortigas isa Johnny-
come-latety among five-star hotels
in the Philippines,
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i . events such as the Pep:

ple Power Revolt that took place in Feb-
ruary 1986 and pitt an end tothe Marcos
. regime’s more than two decades years
in power have tended to be viewed from
differing - petspectives, depending on

one’s ideological moorings and political .

inclinations: - _
One point.of view looks at the event
as the culmination of « long struggle
against tyranny  and_corruption. But

- moorings and political
inclinations. n

there are also those who are convinced
that the end of the Marcos era cannot
simply be ascribed to people and events
that we Filipinos have been told were re-

sponsible for the four-day populacupris-...

porary Philippine history,

Of those who belong to the latter
category, there’s a colleague in journal-
isnt and among the top officials during
the Artoyo administration, Rigoberto
Tiglao, who now writes a columan for
anether daily broadsheet and has sought
to shatter what he considers the myths
surrounding People Power.

I distinctly remember that last year,
he wrofe a column on EDSA 1 that's
beent included in a collection of his es-
says entitled “Debunked.” Let me quote
at length what he said in this particular
column, {o make sure that the reader
would know cxactly what he said;

1) “Cory Aquino had iittle to do with
s v m.nﬁtmem-mmmm ~TumstoAS -




Whatreally..

EDSA L Tronically, it was Marcos” legal
. and military pillar, his longtime defense

shinister Jaan Ponce: Bririle” who-in

_atast stand- to defend himselfand his
CRAM boys™ fir _ i
mainly responsible for EDSA 1. The

events that fed to it wure triggered by

the botched coup atlempt by the Reform
the Anmed Forces Movement (RAM}
cabal of colonéls under Bnrile’s aegis.
Tt 'was to have been a classic coup by
colonels as happened in Lalin America
and other patts of the world,,. . As re-
veatéd more recently in Juan Ponce En-
file’s biography published last year and
articles writlen by the colonels since
1986, the conspitators after months of
planning, decidéd to attack—boldly or
foolighly-—-Malacaitan Palace at 2 a.m,
of February 23, 1986, and capture Mar-
cos and his family, for Its coup d’etat to
take over government. - L
- 2) “Only a amall faction of the mili-
tary- supported the mutincers. Enrile’s
M boys consisted mosily of the colo-
nels bie had taken under his wing-as de-

T T ERse TSR AIT ForeE Comnander

Vicente Piccio, Army Commander Jo-
sephus Ramas and Matine Comman-
dant Tadiar were all loyal to the chain of
command, The Philippine Constabulary,
sutprisingly though, as it was headed for
more than a decade by Ramos who was

wn cerldin’ dooim~-was

ament? - .
4y “Under both the 1935 and 1973

succeeded _by_lliis:-prdtégé,.lz{enité de Vil 'f

la, was divided in its Joyaltiés. The Mar-
cos military ‘succumbed- to the EDSA

forces because they:realized: that“they -
were helpless facing the hige ¢rowds In':
- EDSATMatcos:had given: then the:cat=:
“egorical order which Was impossible
simpleient: $Dispersedhecrowds bul-do
notshoatthem, o % 00Ty

ble-t

3) *Marcos had: negotiafé(i _ wuh the

S toevacuale him and his family by
helicopter. from Malacafiang to Laoag
City, the capital of his home province |

of Tlocos Norte. We'll never know what
Marcos—who ~ even “his’ archenemies
concede was a brilliant stéatepist-—in-

‘tended 1o do in the North: To rally his

army to defend him and re-take Malaca-
flang, or to negotiate a peaceful retire-

Constitution, Corazon Aditino was. not

qualified to run for president in the 1986.

“snap  elections”. ‘Both the 1935 and
1973 constitutions specified that a presi-
dent must be o “resident 'of ‘the Philip-
pines for at least 10 years immediately
preceding the election.” Cory had -left
the Philippines: together with her hus-.

Am_c_:rican;s'_demamled that he prove his

Jegitimacy in an. clectoral contest with

Aquino’s widow,
~°8) “Cory’s 1986 electoral campaign
was a PR job, Sawyer Miller, an Ameri-

“canpublicsrelations-and- political-steat-

aist-firm - that would: b inthe  1980s
nd-1990s thé most.cxpensive and most

“sought-aftér. outhit in the world alter

EDSA 1, handled almost in its entircty
Cory Aquino’s public performance in
the 1986 snap elections. This is con-
firmed by US: documents that Sawyer
Miller submitted in compliance with the

" Foreign Agents Registration Act,”

At a time when facts and “alterna-
tive facts”. compete: for public atten-
tion, it's not easy to tell which is which.
But things are getting inore interesting
froin. wheie we sit, Vice President Leni
Robredo pointed out during the com-
memoration of the People Power Revolt
in Naga City Jast Saturday (February 23)
that it wag not the “Yellows” that made
Edsa I happen bit the unity and the will
of the people: "Laging natatatakan ng
kulay ang celebration ng (They always
mark with color the) EDSA Peaple Pow-
er Revolution, but we know this cefebra-

band=—vohmtarily-=-toHve-inrBoston i tion fsmotabout theYellows*and other -
1980... 80 why didn’t Marcos, a'lawyer,
and his stable of the count_rg’s’ bright-
est legal minds raise this objection to
Cory’s candidacy? Perhaps he was con-
fident that there was no- way for Cory to
win the ‘snap elections, Or perhaps thie

groups but to remember the Filipinos

who sacrificed during that ime for the

freedom that we are enjoying now.”
What do you think?

ernhil@yahop.com




THE current campaign is proving once
again how the extremes on both sides of
the political divide can always find comn-
non ground in their shared looniness,

Come now two “Otso Deretso” can-
didates—-Neri Colmenares from the far
left of the CPP-NPA-NDF, and Gary
Alejano from the far right of the Magda-
lo recidivist mutineers—who, for lack
of anything betier to say, are beating the
deadest of dead horses by trying to res-
urrect the old GMA bogeymaa.

At the ABS-CBN scnatorial debate,
Alcjano said the former president should
be jailed “for destroying the country’s
institutions.” Colmenares chimed in that
Mrs Arroyo had been “the most corrupt
president,”

. Thankfully, the  ABS-CBN—pows—-

piece included some helpful reminders
of how the various charges against Mrs.
Arroyo have actually fared in the courts:
. One, the Supreme Court in July 2016
voled 11-4 to junk the PCSO-related
plunder case that had atiowed her suc-
cessor, the autist PNoy, to jail her for
five years.

Two, she was cleared in Decem-
ber 2018 of electoral subotage charges
i connection with the 2007 senatorial
elections.

Three, the “Hello Garci” case in con-
nection with the 2004 elections simply
lapsed in 2009. Colmenares and Algjano
should talk (o their team-mate Romy
Macalintal, an election lawyer, who as-
serls that there was 1o proof Mrs. Ar-
royo cheated in 2004,

Four, the office of former Ombuds-
man  Conchita  Cuarpio-Morales—no
friend of Arroyo—cleared her in all
of the major cases filed against her:
OWWA/PhilHealth;  fertilizer fund
scandal; and NBN/ZTE. These were all,
by the Ombudsiman's own reckoning,
“very, very complicated” cases—thus,
casily milked for all their yellow propa-
ganda value by the gedfathers of Otso
Deretso.

TP TR
ST
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Dalisay

Should it matter that due process has
repeatedly vindicated Mrs, Arroyol Of
course it should, at least to us law-abid-
ing citizens. But-obviously fiot t5 Col-

Ol rAY
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menares and Algjane, whose very DNA-

seems o be imprinted with an abiding
disregard for the law,

Should these two now be voted into
the Senate? Any repercussions from that
will be squarely on those among you

who choose to do so.
)

bk Always and ever a
blessing from the

Lifegiver Y

Mar may also rightfully be criticized
for a wide range of performance short-
comings, from the multiple increasc
in drugs, smuggling, and other major
ctitnes during his watch at DILG, 1o
the MRT corruption scandals during
his eatlier tenure at the Department of
Transportation, to all the skeletons he
must have buried in his closet during
his years as a key factotum of the autist
PNoy. )

Unfortunately for his critics, between
the storied Roxas name, the star power
of his TV celebrity wife, the naine re-
call left over from two failed presiden-
tial bids, and a campaign war chest that
must be bulging from six years of LP
aseendancy, Mar now finds himself very
much within the “Magic 12.”

His new babics can only solidify his
position there. But that showldn’t ba laid
on the babies. No matter what the po-
liticai fall-out, at the end of the day they
are nothing more, nothing less than the
latest additions to a family like any oth-

cr—devoutly to be wished for, always .

I’m among those on cither side of the
political divide who share in what must
be the unalloyed happiness of senatorial
aspirant Mar Roxas and his news-media
star wife Korina over the birth of their
Iwins.

With Korina well north of 50 years
old, the birth was obviously technology-
assisted, using the services of a surro-
gate mother. But the process of creating
new fife in vitro is long, risky, expensive
and often painful, and whenever the re-
sults are successful, nothing shott of un-
qualified applause is catled for.

The problem, of course, is that there
is no nine-tnonth buildup to the blessed
event, if the couple chooses to keep it
guiet. Which is why the most virulent of
Mar’s eritics are calling him out for tim-
ing the twins' arrival so fortuitously at
the start of his campaign.

The candidate may rightfully be ex-
cortated for “kaplastikan, ” a criticism
that has never had trouble sticking to
him. But that is certainly no excuse for
his critics to drag his new babies into the
messy picture. The process of creating
those babies would have been too com.
plicated to include any additional con-
siderations of political expediency.

L((

and ever a blessing from the Lifegiver,
. L]

I’d like to close this column by ask-
ing the reader’s prayers for my aunt,
the late Dalisay Bocobo-Balunsat, who
passed away over the week-end in San
Francisco,

Tita Daly made her way to the Unit-
ed States a Jong time ago, before [ was
even born, wheie she became & Axture
in the caltural, literary, journalistie, and
educational circles of the Fil-Am com-
munity in San Francisco,

She was the fast to go of the Bocobo

siblings-—children of Jorge and Felisy
Bocobo—whose very different names
betraycd the principal influences on the
thinking and character of their father:
the classics (Elvira, Florante, my moth-
er Celia, Ariel), the Protestant tradition
(Isracl), and Filipino culture and histor y
(Dalisay, Malaya),

Today she’s back in their company,
together with her husband Uncle Tony
who [eft year earlier to prepare her wel-
come mat. It’s the passage of an eutire
generation. May the eteral light illumi-
nate them, may they rest in peace.

Reaclers can wrige me at gholivar] 952
yahoo.com,
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- But while
inwe hope for

a lasting

* peace, the. .
o agreement.
o wlth the:

utwas just
a closure

*{o gne

vitchapter.

by the: Civillan-Armed Forces Geor:

“Maganda ifv Lamitan, Bag V v R

- The terrorist killed 11 péople, including woren and children who were relatives. of the
auxiliary forco of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, . ...

ox
1
Y
i
B
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An unending quest

Twice, foreign terror groups, by way ‘of our Southeast Asian neighbors, sent volunteers -
willing to blow themselves up In the name of political Islam to sway Fllipinos dway from peace
offered.through the Bangsarmoto Organic Law (BOL). R T T

The design was to make Filipinos belleve the sacrifices have heen made by their own,

They failed. -~ = - Lo Pnoihien

Oni 31 July last year, 4 whito van loaded with bombs rammed tvhmu'gh,.;;.g:h_'(zs_kpgi_lit‘_lnax_lt;e_d, :
ulanting, Colonia and. -

-Sensing.the fmportance of putting the attack in the right perspective, Lt. Col. Mon{ano
Almodovar, commander of the 3rd Scoitt Renger Battalion, quickly issied a statement to
describo the van’s driver as “a foreign looking man.” T _

+ The description was more than de rigueur. It was loaded with. political implications that

somehow installed what could be inevitable 1o the local terror wateh that is net detached from

the international trend thai saw the muider of thousands of innocent people in the name of
militant religious extremism, . - L P S . . . '
On 27 January this year,. at the height of the plebiscite for the BOL in major parts of
Mindanao, what was feared to happen struck at the Roman Catholie cathedral of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel in Jolo, Sulw; : :
Two bombs were. detonated by 2 palr of suicide hombers, resuiting in the
desth of 20 and injuries to more than a hundred. They were attending the Mass

when attacked, : S : .
It was feared thaf the couple were Filipinos. They could have

-been the fivst locals to offer themselves'to the terror cause,

After an initial confusion, howsver, Prosident Rodrigo
Duterte came oul Lo verify that the attack was indeed

-carried out by two suicide bombers. - e

- Bangsamdro-Autonomous Region in Muslim

~ attended no less by Abdullah Macapaar.

b

There was no confitmation about the identities
of the pair, however. The President’s statement
raised the possibility of Filipinos who have
offered themselves to Islamie martyrdom
as the Daesh - or I8/ 18IS - have swayed
towards Southeast Asta, where its followers He still commanded that air of leadership
are constantly increasing. with his presence in Malacafiang, But he

The region is ripe for detonation and the aged a lot.
Daesh is-on top of this. - g We commend the efforts to forge a "lasting

" The Jandmark establishment of the new peace in Mindanao.” The presence of the
leaders of that revolution at the Palace is

Mindanao (BARMM) that' was-hailed by the . & sign that the country is finally closing
United Nations (UN), 152 step towards peace, - another chapter of division and violence in
UN Secretary General Antonio. Guterres . the region, '

To cite the report of Baily Tribune on
that momentous occasion: “About 160,000
-Macapaar was the rock star of the Muslim people have died in the conflict over
revolution. He uses the nom-de guerre . several decades and stunted developiment
Commander Bravo, the famous camo-clad in the resourcerich region that is the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) leader tountry’s poorest, Duterte promised
who claimeod (o have trained in guerrilla adequate resources, a daunting problem

tactics in Afghanistan under Osama bin in the past.”
Laden in 1981, ‘ “Abont 12,000 combatants with

thousands of firearms are to be
demobilized starling this year ander the
peace deal.”

This, as “an interim government of the

hailed last week’s ceremonies at Malacaiiang,

e AR A R e L L L a e T A I e eANamag e .-
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BARMM, the Bangsamoro Tmnsiti_o’n A{lthdfiﬁy. will exercisegoifeulance Ein:t.he= _I'Ggipli for three -

years, coinciding with the remainder of the President’s tern
We.can anchor our hopes for peace o fhat, . o0
+. Bul somewhere elge, threats of breaking this peace oraist,

. While the Mindanao independenice movoment has long been active'in its ¢all {o secetle
from the Philippines on the premise of Mindanao nok-Leing fargely. part of the Lnzviniinda
that was clamped together by the impierialist nations Which fivaded:onr shores, the birth of
. modern Mindanao wartiors traces roots from: 1972 with the establishment of the Moro Naliohal
. 1dberation Front (MNLF)_- G R E::‘Q.'. R ) R L ST
e But Nur Misuari envisio

R (. e fonnded-itin-1072:-Hig-MNI, oded thio Bitth o Teligions extramism
W - was still to come with the fall of Jran ify Fbruavy 1879, .
-commend: The Tripoli peace gres went brokered by the late Libyan teader Moammar
- the gfforts  Gaddafi in 1976, created a rift among the:MNLF leaders, however.- . . .. .
1o forge - The: following year, a: serlous ift ated-aichusm botween: the old
¢ lasting ~ MNLF leaders (Misuari) and the young:Greed of fighters who have detnally
peacein - experienced battles against government, foress, led by Hashim Satamat.

ined_him.in breaking away. from
: : antil.1984;:
- By then; Salamat ropres oup:te: Cairo,:
“Egypt in 1977 1n 1980, they movad to Lahore, Pakistan, whic then simmering with Tuliban .

activities as a safe haven for armies fighting agalust the Soviéts inneighboring Afghanistan.

' The MILF formed an armed group. called the Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces;

_ it received support from Bin Laden and the Taliban: Salamat's breakaway was

~ timely as religious.extreniism was also then percolating it Tran.
- Two: yoars_after Salamat broke-away with Miswari; the Shah
leadership was ousted by a religious revolution led by Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomejni in 1979.. L _

- Khomeini's oyster. of Shah Mohammiad Reza Pahlavi was

not, without significange’in*the Philippine Muslim revolution,

Khomeini had changed ordel iit the Middle East and

it reverberated through the Philippines,
The MILF took leadership of the Mindanao rebellion
_froif Misuari, But the MILF leaders aged, too, and various
-splinter groups have emerged since thens

. The. Bangsamorg Islamic Fregdom Fighters, the

. Abu'Sayyaf and the ether smaller but deadlier spiinter

groups have taken the Mindayao wars to new levels.

- They aro no lenger secular ‘und have infused religions
extremism. not.designed. by Filipinos;-but-is-aimed-at—

© o

B establishing a world caliphiate ordér which the world

Mindanao. - Together with 57 MNLI" officers who
et e Misuarh Salamat was to establist

was f{irst unfamiliar with, .

‘Then 9-11 came and various other terror attacks Lhat
seain endless. . . -

We have gotten our tastes of that war, And we arc Just
waiting for the bigger explosion after several tries by foreign
groups with-still a fow Filipino operatives have been foiled
by Philippine authoxities in.the last fow decades, These
Aneluded aborted and foiled attacks on former Philippine
visiturs Pope John Paul I and former US President Bili
Clinton. . .

{ran’s Islamie revalution happened 40 years ago and it is
st being felt all over the world, including the Phitippines. Tt
had fired up political Islam that representod a major threat

to governments, monarchies and the ruling elites. It remains
& source of inspiration for the new religious warriors.
Silently, that revolution was still feli in Malacaiiung
last week,
But government, is no longer alone fighting new (hreats,
The war on tervor has become an international
undertaking as it is an infernational coneern,
Information is shared among
governmerts, inelnding that confirmation
to President Duterte that the Jolo suicide
bombers were lndouesiaus, according to
communications from Jakarta,

But while we hope for a lasting peace,
the agreemont with the ¢ld fighters from
Mindanao was jusi a closure to one
chapter, \rJ '

N Because like the tervor brought about
f} by extreme religious zeal, peace is a
process Lhat Is still going on.
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§ Secretary of State Mike

Pompeo will reporrediy

visit Manilz tivis Friday,
Teb. 28, The tuning of his visic
couldn’t be more opporune.

Hopefully, the concernad Cabi-
net mernbers of Presidens Rodrigo
Roa Duterte aka Digong are ready
1o discuss with Pompeo what the
President publicly said recenily
about his desire to have no more
miligary alliances withany coantry,
o wit:

“Avaw kong matali maski
kanine, taski sa Amerkano. Kasi
kung may magtali saiyo, pwede ka
na sabihan kung ano’ng pusto nila.”

He was referring 1o the 1951
PH-U'S Mutual Defense Treaty
(MDD,

As Delense Secrerary Delfin
Lorenxana put it, the MDT “was
donein 1951, 165 67 yearsold. We
are reviewing it becmase perhaps,
we a0 longer need it”

The MY has as its adjuncrs
the constitutivnally infirma Visiing
“EAPFEETIETT TV EAY And The
Linhanced Defense Coaperastion
Agreement (FDXCA). Needless tn
say, once the MIYL is junked, they
will have to go, 100,

During anc after his campaign
for the prosidency;, Pigong prom-
sed o gid the countey of foreign
troops. As I have said dme and
again, this wall be his grearest
legacy - to make the counery {ree
at last from dictation by a tormer
colonial ruler,

“1 really hate it T don’t want i
We don't seed it. The U5 shoukd
not teeat the Philippines like a ‘dog
witly a leash’)” he said,

Neww is the most oppoztane thine
for hum to begin giving substance
aned meaniny to lis promise. e
canaot afford 1o wait any fonger.
Ui sure e knows that the longer
he wenits, the more ditficule it will
be 1o accomplish his goal.

He mwst also be aware of the
current overnwres of the L5 1o

soften his apparent desire 1o be
free of US influcnce — from the
offer to sell vs more military
cauipment which they won't let
us buy elsewhere, cheaper at thar,
especially from China and Rus
sia, au ehe risk of suffering sane-
TRETFECE iareraent of TS
Ambassador Sung Kim thae his
FOVELRMENt contiues {7) Lo sup-
port our war against illegat drugs;
ad the promise of more aid and
investnents, among others.

The 155 is now doing all these
and more, hoping that Digoung
would change his mind about
the presence of US troops in the
country.  Lailing that, she would
most likely cesort o enconraging,
and helping his detractors here and
abroad 10 wake himn lose the sup-
port of the magority of Filipinos.
The minute he loses that supporr,
watel: the US inwnsify overtmoves
10 topple hin,

Digong oniy has to ook at
historical precedents where the
US engincered the fall of Jeaders
of covurmes, bhoth rich and poor,
wha were considered vafriendiy o
her, through means Lur or foul, in-
chuding “rermination with exoreme
prejudice.”  And it will not be

Ay

idj@:f’)é_bf{;;-}})&f[;_/& waiki
~kanine, naski sa Amerikano..
Kast zéé}f{g“;})f}; y;/mgfm? sit f}?b, -
- puede ka na sabiban kung

ane 'ng gusto nila.” — Duterte

without the help and connivance
of the “Yankeephiles” around him,
both i the civilian and mifitary
establishments, some in the privare
scctor and othess who sand to gain
by getting rid of him. As they say,
“walang sumisita sa bakal kundi
ang sarhing Kalawang®

{Lidn’t he in fact once say cat-
egorically that if he is killed, # his
helicopter jroes down, that the US
Ceatral Intelligence Agency (CTA)
would be belindig? The US nas
radly denicd chis)

In truth, Digeng doesn’ even
have to look back at past prec-
edents. He only has to luok arwhat
the US 15 doing now to Venezuela
whete the currentleader is consid-
ered unfricodly e lyer, Thatis why
le should not rely on TS President
Donald Trumps profession of
friendship with hisn, “Trump s the
president of the US, first and last,

We should thank our hucky sars
that Digong stilt has the supporcof
the majotity of vur people. The
minute he loses that, as Venezuelan
leader Nicokas Maduro has, the US
will help instatt another leader she
likes, thus enabling her once again
to hold sway in everything that we
den Note that Trung had just told

the Venezuelan military to back op-
position leader and self proclaimed
“acting president” fuan Guaido or
“lose everyihing”

Worse yet, we will be back ro
where we were before Digong
came alony — where the olipurchs,
the Yankeephiles in our midst, the
crooked politicians and govern-
ment officials, the criminal syndi-
cates, the drag lovds, among others,
macle lite miscrable to the average
and law-abiding Filipines.

“T'WEETER” LOCSIN
ATIT AGAIN

In a recent TV iterview in
Germany, Foreign Seervetary
Teodora “Twecter™ Locsin, Jr.
reportedly “embraced” a seare-
ment made previously by Digong
abour “ITitler and shaughrering 3
million drug addicts.” Te obvi-
ously didn’t meation the facr thag
Digong had already apologized

Ufor his statement,

As a consequence of his indis-
cretion, the Gertnan government
summoned our Chatge’ d"Affaires
in Betlin to register its strong
objection to Loesin's “totally unac-
ceprable” statement.

After the uproar, “Tweeter”
Foesin bragrged that “Vd rather
finish my own fights than bave
others do it.”

Okay. So whar does he dor e
said he inseructed our embassy in
Bezlin “1e: 16 the German Foreign
Mmistry to sead the German am-
bassador to me”’

W2 He s the foreign secre-
tary! e should sunply summon
the German ambassador here 0
see him in his office!

I feel sorey for CIDA Lilibeth
Pono. Can vou imagine her wiliog
the German Foreign Ministey, ver-
Lably orin writng, to instruet their
ambassador here 0 see Locsin?

L
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Iow embarmassing! 1 repear, WIT!
e

Still on Locsin, he tweeted that
he would kill anyone whe says
a birth certificate is required fo
fenew a passport,

A netizen tweeled hiny “Sic @
teddyboylocsin kailangad pa rin po
ba ng birth certificate pag nagpa-
renew ng passport? Salamat po.”

“Hindi. Pu---. Not for passport
renewal. T anyone asks you, el
me who and I will fuce-g kill him/
her,” Locsin tweeted back.

Following is a reaction from a
reader:

“Isn’t he # big embagiassment,
a huge -disappointment? And he
will probably end up as the most
foul-mouthed foreign secretary
we've evet had. Moron bang dip-
lomat na ganivan? Ie is obviously
aping Trump and Duterte, pero
halatang peke, hindi bagay. Today,

oneapplicant for passpostrenewal .. entitled to k now.what’s being done--which-Sis-a-vicldon-of- Ganada’s -

called his bluff - pinatulan ralaga
siya riang husto, He tweeted Ted-
dyboy (I think the word "boy”
fits him to a teel) ar ipinapapatay
aiya ang offender sa window ()
sa Consulac who requited him to

get a birth certificate] Tingnan
nga natin kung may ibubuga ang
kayabangan niyal”

Some teactions from netizens
published in another daily:. ...

Beledy Khong: Very vidgar, proh-

ably try to imitate the President.
Paul: What a pathetic licde boy
Cubano: Locsin, ikaw ang may
sabi nito noong nalaman ninyong
“dinala” daw ng conitactor ang
mga hieth certificates at kailangang
mag-submit uli kung magrere-
new,.dapat pala pacayin ka....
espitd: wow! atapang ni reddy
boy! me p---ina pa para mas mag-
matkhang sobt'a:f*tﬂpnngl

REMINDERS

This scgment is intended to
remind the Duterte administra-
tion of some of its yet unfulfilled
promises and matters that need
attention and/or follow-up action.
More importantly, the people are

about them.

1. Digong’s promise to 1id he
country of foreign rroops. This,
of course, necessitates abrogating
the MDT and the lopsided and
constitutionally infirm VEA and

the EDCA.

2. Reciproeal visa armangements
with the US and other countries,
What is “Tweetet” Locsin do-

- ing ahout-this?. Our embassy-in
Washingron? No less than Presi-
dent Digong and former Speaker
Pantaleon Alvarez advocate this.

3. The return of the Canadian
waste. [ wonder why “Tweeter”
Locsin hasn't twected on this issue
tll now. He pweets on almost any-
thing that strikes his fancy {pati ba
naman taho-throwing by 2 Chinese
which he dismissed as trivial), but
nathing on a very important and
stinking matter like the Canadian
parbage, especially aftes the South
Korean government took back
their waste.

Recontly, ten Canadian envi-

cronmental groups urged Prime

Minister Justin “lrashy” Trudeau .

in a letter o take back 103 contain-
ars of garbage illepally damped on
out shores more than five veats ago

obligations under the TN Basel

Coavention on the Controf of

Transboundary Movement of Haw-

ardous Wastes and thete Disposal.”
* K

Today is the 304th duy of the

nwelfth year of the enforced disap-
peasance of Jonas Burgos, son of
the latc press icon and founder of
this newspaper, joe Burgos,

- After the acquiteal of Major

Harey Baliaga, fr., the enly per

son formally charged with Jonas’
kidnapping, T guess what happens
next is aow up o Divine Provi-
dence.

In this regard, the government
My Of MAy not succeed in asking
the UN Working Geoup on En-
forced and Voluntary Disappear-
ances in Bosnia and Herzegovinas
capital of Sarajevo to defist from
its records some 625 cases of
involuntaty cisappearances in the
country. As faras L am concerncd,
however, menuon of Jonas' disap-
pearance will stay in this space as
long as T have it or undd! such ime
as his abductors are canght and
punished.

Hokok

From an internet friend:
Q: Why couldn’c the blonde add
14 and seven on a calculator?
A: She couldn’t find the 10 key,
ki
htps:/ /www.faccbook.com/
reynaldoarcilla. 9847




: IN_:_SQ many ways, the 1987 Constitution that was drawn up by a Constitutional -Commission
£ during the Cory Aquino administration of 1986 sought to avold the excesses of the previous
administration made possible by the martial -law provisions of the previous 1933 Constitution.

: Thus the 1987 Constitution, whi¢h-is what we have today, placed many limitations on the
use of martial law, 5o no slicceeding president could use it as President Marcos did. While the
new Constitution keptthe Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) as "aregulaf force necessary
for the sacurity of the State” it also provided fora police force "nationat in scope and civiian in
character” -~ a ) s

To stress the civilian character of this police force, RA 6975 which established the Philippine
Nationat Police (PNP). provided for. civilian -~ rather than military — ranks. Thus the top PNP chief
had the rank of Director General ~ on the same level as the.top AFP rank of full General,

Mext i the list of new PNP ranks were Deputy Director General (on the same level as AFP
Lieutenant General), followed by Director (as the AFP Major - General), Chief Superintendent
{as the AFP Brigadier General), Senior Superintendent {as the AP Colonel), Superintendent
(as the AFP Major), Chief Inspector (as the AFP Captain), ‘and Inspector {as the AFP
Lieutenant). ' . - EEEE T
_ The general public, however, -never got used to the new PNP ranks. President Duterte said
fie was confused by the riew términclogy. The police officials themsalves preferréd the old mili-
tary ranks; they certainly sounded more imprassive, Thus they continued to refer to themselves
as generals, colonels, majors, ele. o R

It was for this reason that Congress recently enacted RA 11200, amending Section 28 of

“RA6975. T adoptet this AFP designations for~the “varlousranks of the PNP but with the word”
Police. Thus Police General, Police Major, Police Captain, etc., afl the way downto Palice Cor-
poral. ] o .

In the interest of greater public understanding, we welcome the new-designations. We hope,

however, that the military: ranks will not influence some. police officers and men into thinking

like military men-in the figld of batife, For they remain, as provided in the Constitution, “a police

force national in scope and civiian in character” i o o

We have our Armed Forces trained to fight the nation’s enemies in attlefields, whether they
he invaders fram other countries or Filipino rebels out to topple” our democratic government
and replace it with their own system, such as Communist or Islamist. But we afso have our
police forces to maintain. peace and order in our towns and cities against criminals such as
thieves and robbers. : : : [

Our pofice officers and men; despite their new military ranks, should - never lose sighl/of
this fact that they are members of & civilian agency enforcing law and maintaining peace and -

orcer :
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\JAGPAKITA ng kamangmang awalan ng

- haalaman sa Constitution: ny Piliplnas si Na-
‘tonal Youth Commission (NYC) chalrman Ronald
Cardeina nang i-proposed niya noong nakaraang
finggo na alistn ang state schol arships sa.mga
-estudyanterig ‘aktlbista na sumdsall sa anti-
government protests at New People’s Army
{NPA). Ariya; nilikha ng taumbayan. ang pama-
‘halaan para mamahala, mangalaga, dumisipling,

wing Plilpino.. S AU
- Pero maramirig umalma sa kanyang Proposal at
“rdski si Presidem-Dutartejay,nags'abfng walang
masama kung magpahayag-ng kanitang saloobin
ang mga estudyante. Sabl ng Presidente ay wala
nﬁm‘é’ﬁg‘hraé"int;"l(ung*dissen_t 1ang dahlf expres:
siofi Jang yun. Sab} nl.Presidential Spokesman
-Balvador Panelo na 'a!:jg ;:,iag_stgl ngl_;mfga,estug-
yante sa griipo na naka-o gned sa Left ay pndi ]
- A;ro'und wpg_xrgraIis‘_trrs‘é“k‘ﬁﬁn‘ﬁ"~“'é:ﬁ{;"s"e‘}gfﬁii?r‘s_hlps.
Anlya, hiidi rackiess ang pamahalaan para gan-
tihan ang mga estudyanteng nagjiapahayag
lamang ng kanilang kahillhgan at mya saloohin.
. Maraming nagpahayag na dapat maghbifiw sa
puwésto sf Cardema‘sapag‘kat nagpapakita la-
mang ito ng kanyang'kamgngmangan.sa tinatad-
haia nig Constitution atmaski sa mandate ng NYC
na ang mga kabataan ay dapat hayaang magsalita
ng kanilang saloobip, Lahat ng kabataan o estyd-
yante ay may karapatang magsalita at magpaha-
yag ng kanllang saloobin kabllang ang pagpro-
testa as kalsada, Paro sahbi ni'Cardema, hind} slya
magbibiiw sa puwesto at lalong hindj magso-sorry,
Ayonh pa kay Cardema ang kanyang praposal na
pag-aalis ng scholarships sa militants ay inspirecd
sa sinabi ng Presidente na ibibigay na lamang ito
8a mga lumad o indigenous people na gustong
mag-aral sr unlbersidad. o

Sa pahayag niyang ito, nagpapakita nga
na mangmang ang pinuno ng NYC. [_]
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- Sibak na puilis, sundalo

- -haglging guns-for-hire.

SA pitong nagpiano' ng pa

dalawa ang dating rebaly

militia-man, at apat.ang

" Winana sita ng &rivaie_army ni Mayor Cardwyn
- Daraga, Albay, M

May private army Hn umano

hayan nifa ng Guimbat, Hoilo, k
datln%;’ pulis ang kasapi, kindi
‘People’s /

palay sa NPA,

patay key Rep. Rodel ;BatoCabé.
eng komunista, isa ang datin

daling sarhento'sa Armgié
Al

W

" Liberation Front (MILE),

asali
o ng
atapos ang "hil" dalawa sa kanila ay kinan- -
long ng isang politiko sa Masbate na may private army rn.
) ang mag-amang kongre-
sista at mayor Garin na nambugbog ng pulis sa plaza-ng
amakailan: Hindi lang mga
mga dating gerilya ng New

's Army. Pinagbantaan nila ang biktima na ipapa-' - marami sa kanita ay murderers-for-hire

i %D??riaba Jsak sa
2AnAay 9 ulisya kung bakit nag-
saganib af dumarami ang mga sinibak na pafis, sundalo,
atrebelds sa Mmga private armies at mir or- syndicates.

_Pingka-karumal-durial ang 105 na tauhan ng angkang
. Ampatuaiuna nagmasaker ng 58 katunggali sa pulitika at
meadia mar sa Magulndanad nu'ng 2009. Mga dali silang

. stnddlo, pulis, militia ng Citizens Atmed Force Geographic

- Unit (Cafgu), at rebeldo ng separatistang Moro [staimic
... Narlyan.din ang Pentagon Gang ng mga bandido sa
-~ Ceniral Mindanao, mga dating alagad ng batas at rebalde.
Dafglgiag'pa nina dating Cafgu Edgar Matabato at pufig
Arthir Lascafias, na umarning pumatay ng dose-dosena

~ para sa Davas Death Squac.

- Sinibak sita dahil sa pag-abuse, katiwalian, kawalan ng
disipfina. Para kumita, ginagamit nila ang kanifang espes-
yal na kaalarman - pumatay -- a kagamitan -- na mala-
Mang pang ninakaw sa arsenal ng gobyerng.

-~ Sana ay flista silang lahat ng pulis at militar, at alamin
kungnagaan at ané ang ginagawa. Hindi kataka-taka kung
at bank rgb,ber&

_—.; e

na aalagwa ngayong Halalan 2019,
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. g pmahhn mtnngadministr
g Konshtua,yonnoangi‘)%
; L7 Sa gayor, ang Konstit
: “hmﬁasyonsapaggamztsa
< pito gaya ng ginawani Panguloniz Matco
: |+ Forces of tite Philipp AR, bilar
dmmtoang Sl
7 Upang ;gutmgmbﬂyang kal gianng pﬂ}is in
'Nanonal}’olme(PNI’)angmgaran : ilyar

adng RA 69?5 1ia nagtatag;saf’lnhppme .
sahialip o rangj,ungpangm;htm Kaya' "
al _y,gongDarcclorGeneral—na katumb'as‘

' _ngmngungun 'g:a'nggosa sral,
'%wwdsql ahanngbagongmgamnp ) gi’NP&ggD‘;ufyDuector(;eneml(katumbasng_

. : £ sirfiod a;;g_[)_n’ectm' {katumbasng Major Gener.al ng AFP) Cluef .
i Supenntcndcnt (Bl‘lg’ldlﬂ‘ Geéneral), SemorSupcmiten erif {A
- Major), Chief Inspacior (ATP Captain); at Inspector {AFP) Lieu ten'mt)
“Gayunmian; Hindi kailanmannasanay ang publikosa) mga b;lgong r’ulggo ng PNP ‘)lmbl nj
e et ““‘Pz{ﬁgulcngf}umtﬁmmi’h g ,
“ng pulisyaay mas pabor salumang Targeony pangtmhtar,mas kahiings: hangaug p'lkm;,;,m ito. Kaya
" namait patuloy nilang tinutukoy aings ksmilan;, mga sarili bilang heneral; colonel, major, atiba pa. .

.. Troang dahilai kaya piiaglibay kar ATI200; pia ag-aaimjendasa
_5&1101128113 RA 6975, Kinikilala B mga fe i afa s pagtatalaga g
iba’tibang ranggong PNI’ ngumt mamnauh Ay sahtang‘l’o]ice ‘iamakatuw:d o ayl’nﬁcaGenem] :

~Police Major, Police Captam, ,atiba pahanggang sa Police Corpoial, _
. Para s kapakatian ig pag-uiiawa 1ig pzzbhkn, ikalulugad [;ong tawag sa pagmhlaga

. “Gayunman, tmaasa tayo nd ang iangg,ong iviilitar ay hivieli nﬂkﬂmnpfuwen&w saflangmiyémbro
“atopisyalng p(ill‘iyﬁ 53 pag-hsi png mga militarna naeadigmaan Dalil natili sla, alinsunod sa

. xsmagaad ng Konsbtu.-,}on na'ta pohm force national if SCOpER il ey, laracter.” .

Nau;, afafigating pawersang militarna sinanay upang me\kxpagla g2 kmwu ng boinsa sa

“isang digmaan, ito manay mananakop. rmulasa itiabig bansa omga Piliplnet rebelde na naghihimaksik-
upangp abagsa!un ang demoktahknng pamahalaanat palitan ng kanifaug sarifing sistenta, taladng ©
mga Kamunistao Islamiko: Nguwiit nariyan d dinvatig ating pulisya tipaiig mag]nnahh ng kapayw;)aan
-at kadyusan saating mga { bayan at lungsod Jaban sa miga ketinjnal fulad ng riga unbnanakaw
Angating mga puilis, sakabila ng kanifang, bagongranggong inilitar, ay hindi dapatna mawalasa
- paglmgm sa Kateloharangsilaay mga migembro nysilbilyang a,hcmlya na nagpapatupad ng batas

| atnagpapanatiling kapayapaan atkaagusan, _ . /i
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.. Mahal na Bitheriat mga bulaklak nadtinapal sd bibig”
- ngmgalbarilng mlia Sunudal, Maging ang g tatigke

nyrpamahalanay hifidirakaldlosnang paglalingan.

* plgilinig wiatad, ng mgn madieatibiy panating ™
. tegakababayan, Ang iba nating katabayanneonay
- Iuntiya pa sa kalsadeipangs mapigil ang pag-ukad -

~nglangkengpamahalaan. . oo
© " Kunghindi napigitaig tangke, liyak pa napisak
;oo Ang mgabonghumicasa kalye Sapaglvpsakas.
- diktadiryahg rehimerig Marcos, ay mlagot ang iy
: m%ﬁlﬁhgkplg?maupgm paninikil. Nutlikang ketayaan.
eniokrasya sa sanibayaning Piiipine:Sa phggiiiita?
Ika-33 anibersaryo ng EDSA Revelution, ang.
%a_ngl’anguhngl?ﬂi inas ng st Presiente: -
fojliﬁo uferleay hindirin dumalo pagdirisang,’

i g hitkdi pagdalo ng PanguImlF iiterté ay
katlong pagkakataon na ngayong 2019, Nasasabiat -
ditatanony, fulp’y nigiha nating kababayaiy: Kulang
e baowalang i'sémeufhis_ti)ry"mgarinil’angtﬂo

tafumpati ay bahagina ang kanyang

bafisa 1 {uiwing sasapit ang Débre
2205, ay pinupunity ab ipinagdirisvan
ang makasaysayang EDSA Peaple Powy
Ruvolution. Jsartg nattanging Himagsikia
‘ma raghelik sa kalayaan at demokiasya ng
_ sarrbayanang Pilipino na sinupif at sintkiln
isang diktadoryiasi datingPangulong Ferdinafic
Marcas, Natatangi ang EDSA Peoplilo
Revolution sapagkateng mga Pil
inarvil na sandata o.ammas, Sap;
iktador, raging kasangkapasng i
ang kanilang pagkakaisa, dasal, i

Bt‘\HAC Loa ng Kasaysayan -y ati

actonym 6 piitiké ing tawag sa
il Avenue a ipinalitsa Highwvay
apnig EDSA na pinakemahabiang

igio Momument, CaloocanCily
Aitigsoel g Pasay. lsang panukalang--

sa ating bansa, Sa pardwagan |
ni Jaime Cardinal Sinsa radyo |
st telebisyon, dunmgsa sa
: EDS;\nngialus[amtng'seklor
ng lipunang Filipine. Walang
riagawaang mpg tangke'at ang
mgasundalosabatalyon ngmga
taong nagdarasal. Nangibabaw
ang tagumpay ng sambayanang
Piligin, Naitaboy ang diktador
at napalayas sa Malacanang.
Naghwggasa Hawaijat doon
ranamalay. )

Sa panaaw ng mga
Pilipine, ang diwa ng BESA
Revolution ay inshumento
m magiging daen sa mga
Eaig,lmbagu at kauvlaran ng a
ah

i

nang naEhihim.\y ang sambayanan, nagsimykt -
ralg Magkaroon ng mga haliobing at sipsip s -
beyrong rehienes, Unfi-unti, ang gdg-zim ngmgl

Hilipineay "tila iwanag na mgla

kinasusttk]ama;T, tngakroni atalipores ng diklador
hang i ag ra geasamantia- ang
" at mga aliporeg na

ay napalitan g
“Kamag-anak Incarporate
matatatinong bugok.
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35 ex-NPA backers take oath of
allegiance to gov't

By Nanette Guadalquiver

BACOLOD CITY -- Some 35 residents of Escalante City, Negros Occidental were the
latest group of former mass base supporters of the Communist Party of the Philippines-
New People’s Army (CPP-NPA) who expressed their loyalty to the Philippine government.

The participants, who come from the villages of Binaguiohan, Pinapugasan, Paitan, and
Dian-ay, took their oath of allegiance before Pastor Morito Panadero at the headquarters of
the Philippine Army’s 79th Infantry Battalion in Barangay Bato, Sagay City on Saturday.

Lt. Col. Emelito Thaddeus Logan, commanding officer of the 791B, in a statement on
Sunday night, welcomed the decision of the Escalante City residents to renounce their

support to the communist rebels.

“Logan said he is thankful for the turnout of their campaign of encouraging the Negrenses to
stop supporting the rebel groups to have lasting peace and progress in Negros Occidental.

Both the United States and the European Union have declared the CPP-NPA as a terrorist
group.

The group of 35 is the second from northern Negros who took their oath of allegiance in a
week after the 80 former members and mass supporters of the CPP-NPA who also pledged
loyalty to the government in Victorias City on Friday, also through the 79IB.

Logan earlier said the groups denouncing support to the CPP-NPA came after a series of
insurgency awareness sessions conducted by their community support program teams.

The 80 participants are from Barangays Estado and Gawahon in Victorias City; Caduhaan
in Cadiz City; Canlusong in EB Magalona and San Pablo in Manapla. (PNA)
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Antique shooting leaves soldier, village
watchman dead

By Gail Momblan

ILOILO CITY — A member of the Philippine Army's 61st Infantry Battalion (611B) and a
village watchman were killed in a shooting in Laua-an, Antique on Saturday night.

Killed were Pfc. Kim Jeson Cordero, 24, of Lanao del Sur and village watchman Jeorge
Lavega, 40, of Barangay Virginia, Laua-an, Antique.

Lt. Col. Sisenando Magbalot Jr., commanding officer of 61IB, said Cordero was in a
drinking binge with Pfc. Jason Espiel of Surigao del Sur and two others at their bunkhouse
in Barangay Pandanan to celebrate a colleague’s birthday when the incident happened.

Lavega, along with his cousins Gilbert Necor, Christopher Lavega and Jeoffrey Legaspi,
passed by the bunkhouse and started shooting at around 8:45 p.m.

The guard on duty, whom Magbalot failed to name, retaliated and shot Lavega to death.

Cordero, who suffered two gunshot wounds in the back, was rushed to the hospital but was
pronounced dead on arrival, Magbalot said.

Meanwhile, Espiel sustained a gunshot wound in the right hip and is now in stable
condition.

The Laua-an municipal police arrested Necor, who yielded a .357-caliber revolver, while
Christopher Lavega and Legaspi remained at-large.

Magbalot said the victims knew the four men, who are all from Barangay Virginia, Laua-an.

“The soldiers secure an ongoing road construction in the area under the Critical
Infrastructure Protection and Security Operation. They go around and transfer from one
community to the other after a week or two thus, the cousins were apparently known to

them,” Magbalot said in a phone interview on Monday.

He said the suspects might have held grudge against soldiers since they were reprimanded
for carrying firearms in December.

Although Cordero and Espiel were off duty during the incident, Magbalot clarified that the
soldiers "are not supposed to be drinking or in that activity because they are in [an]

operation.” (PNA)

53

s €& (5 Honor. Patriotism. Duty




