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STORY BY MELVINGASCON -

FROM A1

By Melvin Gascon
@melvingasconING

The Philippines has entered in-
to an “anerous” loan agreement
with China for an irrigation pro-
ject in the Cordillera, former
Bayan Muna Rep. Neri Col-
menares said on Wednesday.

At a press briefing, Col-
menares said this should com-
pel top governmenti offtcials
to disclose the terms of ali
agreements they had entered
into with the Chinese govern-
ment.

“The loan agreement for the
Chico River Pump irrigation
Project is onerous and highly fa-
vors China. It is a disaster for
the Philippines,” said Col-
menares, who obtained a copy
of the document from a non-
government organization.

The project is covered by a
20-yeat loan with Export-Im-
port Bank of China as lender and
the Philippine government ag
borrower. Upon completion, it
will supply water to around
8,700 hectares of apricultural
land, benefiting 4,350 farmers
and their families, and serve 21
barangays in Kalinga and Ca-
gayan provinces in northern Lu-
zon, according to the govern-
ment.

But the terms of the fund-
ing deal highly favor China,
which is guaranteed paymentis
of high interest rates ani pref-

Terms of a P3.2-hillion funding for the Chico River irri'géaﬁén projectarc a{!gggdly disadvantageous
to the Philippines becanse of its high interest rate and fees, and the hiring of a Chinese contractor. A

erence for Chinese: contrac-
fors, Colmenares said,

Other projects

A separate documeni ob-
tained by Bayan Muna showed
that aside from the Chico River
project, other “first basket pro-
jects” totaling Paos billion are
to be financed by China.

These include;

e Philippine Nuttonal Rail-
way South Long Haul Praject
worth P15y billion, of which
Pig billion is supposedly for

“rongultancy services”
& New Centennial Water .

Source-Kaliwa Dam  of the
Manila Water Sewerage System
{Pr2.2 billion) _

® Davao-Samal Bridge Con-
struction Project of the Depart-
ment of Public Works and High-
ways (Pi7.9 billion)

“the Chico River project
was signed on April 10, 2018, by
China’s ambassador Zhao Jian-
hua, on belialf of the lender
hank, and Finatnce Secretary
Cartos Dominguer 11, on bhe-
half of the Philippine govern-
tment. '

Interest rate, fees

According to Colmenates,
the contract for the $62.086-
million lean (P3.2 billion at cur-
rent exchange rates) sets anan-
nuat interest rate at 2 percent,
with an additional annual “com-
mitment fee” of 0.3 percent of
the loan and a "management
fee” of 6.3 percent,

He said the 2-percent inter-
est rate was exceedingly high




WARY OF DEBT TRAP A protestrall
" irrigation Project g_r'ééts the arrival in

compared with the 0.25 percent
- for loans offered by other coun-
tries. '

“Our children will continue
paying this highly disadvanta-
Beous loan as we get enmeshed
in & debt trap in the amount of
hundreds of billions of doliars
from China,” he said.

Automatic approepriation
The contract is also riddled
with other “highly oneroys”

terins, said the former party-list
lawmaker,

Under the agreement, China
is guaranteed to be “paid in full
without counterclaim or reten-
tion,” and will not be made 1§
able to pay any taxes or charges
for the entire transaction, in-
cluding any interest income it
earns from the loan.

“China even diclated the
content of our budget laws by
demanding thar payment be au-

¥ in Makati City against the China-funded Chico River POMP
Manila of Chinese President Xi Jinping in November 2018,

tomatically included in the gen-
eral appropriations law, practi-
cally usurping the constitution-
al power of Congress to solely
decide the content of our yearly
budget,” Colmenares said.

He said the deal also desig-
nated China CAMC Engineering
Co. as contractor.

With these terms, the Chi-
hese contractor is likely to
hire Chinese nationals and
displace  Filipinu  workers,

N

EARVIN PER

Colmenares said,

While Philippine laws re-
yuire contractors to undergo a
procurement or bidding pro-
cess, Clina simply imposed its
own contractor, he said.

"We are like a province of
China that it can diclate on,
These kinds of agreement ks hy-
miliating to the Phifippines and
must be stopped,” ke said.

Patrimonial property

Under a “vaguely worded”
Brovision, the agreement will
allow China to own patrimonial
property in the country, accord-
ing to Colmenares,

“A dangerous component of
the agreement is ... Section 81
that does nut tecognize our
sovereign rights in the country
and could allow China ro take
control of ous patrimanial prop-
erties should we fail to pay the
loan,” he said,

"This allows China's
tokeover of our patrimonial
propertiecs  and  resources
deemed by China's tribunal to
be ‘ol commercial use,” Conl-
menares said.

He cited the experience of
S1i Lanka, where China took
over the Hambantota Port afrer
3l LanXa failed 1o pay its debt
due to the delay in the opening
of the port's commercial use,

Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos
Zarate called out the Philippine
government to be transparent
on the deals with China and al-
iow public access to its “con-
tents and other retevant docy-
ments.” INQ
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President Duterte is looking
at striking a new peace agree-
ment with the Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF) fol-
lowing the creation of the Bang-
gamoro Transition Authority
(BTA}. '

. Duterle and Nur Misuari met
at Malacafiang last Monday, a day
before the MNLF founding chajr-
man left-the country to attend the ©
Organization.of Islamic Coopeta-
tion {OIC) summit in the Unifed
Arab Emirates and another summit
in Moroceo.

“1 told :Nur we are on good
terins. Niir said hé is willing to talk
and he has waited this long for me
to make a decision when he comes

back,” Duterte said in a-speech

during the general assembly
of the League of Municipalities
of the’ I’Iﬁiﬁppmes
Dutérte stressed Mmuan is will-
ing to talk peace:” .
“Maybe it's ag -Ie only wantsg

to talk, He doey hut want to
fight,” Dusterte said,
He said he has directed Pli,bl‘
ciemmi Adviser for the Peace
: Tum to Page b

: Duter&e From Page 1

Process Catlits Galvez, Inte-
rior Secrctary Eduardo ‘Ano
and Defense Secrelary Deélfin
Lorenzana to draft the peace
agrf.emt'nt '

“We still need that (peace
agreement with MNLF). And
they are revolutions driven
with territorial intentions or
objectives. Once you have
ironed that, and we are able
lo talk to them, you nwust un-
derstand Philippine history
and the core of whal ails this
couniry,” he said.

Lorenzana and Afio were
present during the meeting of
the President and Misuari.

“And I told them {l.orenza-
na and Afio}, time for us to
craft a new deal for the MNLF
of Misuari,” the President said
in his speech.

The MNLF farged a peace
agreement with the govern-

ment under then presidend
Fidel Ramos in 1996. i

The agreement also allowed
the crealion of the Autono-
mous Region in Muslin Min-
danac (ARMM) with Misuari
as Hs first governor,

Miguari has faced a series ot
lepal battles, incluading charies
of rebellion in the Zamboeanga
siege in 2013 and charges ol
grattand malversation of pub-
lic funds.

The Sandiganbayaon ab
lowed Misuari o post bail
to attend the OIC summit in
Abu Dhabi and the Parliamen-

tary Lnion of the O1C member
states in Morocco.

Duterte admitted he exer tocl
influence to enable Misuari
Lo leave the couniry despite
the cotruption charges fited
against him.

“He was not allowed by the



court to go out because he has
pending charges when he was
armed. So 1 had to make somce
arrangements. [ told them, this
is a personal request of mine,
which { do not do at any time,
at any othier time,” he sald. >~

Srpiiterte; A Talwyer by, pros

fession, did not actually say
how he was able o convince
the courts to allow Misuari te
leave the country for official
business, .

The Sandiganbayan tovk
notice of Misuari’s role in
the government’s efforts fo
achieve peace in Mindanao.

Lorenzana Fevealed Misu-
ari will likely be designated
as an emissary to the United
Arab Emnirates.

“The talks between the
President and Misuari only
centered on smal issues, fike
his (Misuari’s) trip to Mo-
roceo,” Lorenzana said.

. Misuari’s trip to Morocgo
could be connected with the

ety of the Libyan rebel for

currently holding the three -OIC I
Tilipino hostages were for- it wou

ongoing gavernment efforts
to secure the safe release of
three Filipino hostages cur-
rently being held in Libya by
rebel forces.

It was gathered that lead-

mer allies of the MNLE dur-

ing the Mindanao war in the

1970s.

Late last year, a Filipino
team was already in Mo-
rocco to pick up the Filipino
hostages in Tripoli, report-
edly with the help of MNLF

elders.

The release, however, did

not push through due to re-
newed fighting between the
rebel forces and Libyan lroops.

“It is highty probable that
he {Misuari) will be desig-
nated as government emis-
sary in UAE. There are lots of
events and issues out there,”
Lorenzana said.

" National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. said
talks will continue between
the President and Misuari
once he returns from his mis-
sion abroad. :

) cding

o Esperon; the

o deal with
the MNLF regarding the final
peace agreement signed:in
1996. _ '

Esperon said he has yet to
“look int¢ the sentiments of
the OIC” but he is sure that
they are happy over the latest
developments, which went
through the proper democratic
processes.

The MNLF under Misuari

hact been complaining about
the supposed inequitable dis-
tribution of positions at the
Bangsamoro Transition Au-
thority (BTA), the interim
governing body of the newly
created Bangsamoro Aulono-
mous Region in Muslim Min-

indicated that

danap (BARMM).

The BARMM had replaced
the ARMM following the
ratification of the Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL) during a
plebiscite on Jan, 21 held un-

der the peace agreement with
“thie-Moro Istamic Liberation
Front (MILF).

The MILF broke away from
the MINLE several years before
the 1996 peace agreement.

The Muslim rebel group
tried to talk peace with the
Ramos administration up to
the term of former president
Joseph Estrada but failed.

Tt was during the admin-
istration of former president
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
that the MILF initially suc-
ceeded in forging a peace
deal, the Memorandum of
Agreement on Ancestral Do-
main, but the Supreme Court
struck it dowi as unconslitu-
tional in 2008,

~ With Jaime Laude
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President Duterte
mightdiscuss the coun-.
try's mutnal defense
cooperation with the
United States as well as
freedom of navigation
issues with U8 Secre-

m@%&mvm%wwm’ +

Rody
to China.

“We have a lot of mutu-
al concerns with the United
States, they are long time allies,
and they have helped us in so
many ways. They are friends

- tary of ‘Qtate Mlke Pom-

peo tonight in Manila;

This was according
to National Security
Adviser Hermogenes
Esperon who expressed
optimism that the brief

'meetmg would boost
further the long-time
defense alliance be-
tween the Philippines
and the US, despite
Duterte’s cozying up

Turn to Page 2
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From Page 1.-

30 we can talk about that,” he
said at the weekly Kapihan sa
Manila Bay hosted by STAR
associate editor Marichu Vil-
lanueva.

Pompeo is set to arrive al

Villamor Alr Bose in Pasay Citv

tonight and pay a courtesy call

on Duterte before the latter
flies back Lo his province in
Davao for the weckend, Pom-
peo’s visit ends tomorrew.
“We can talk about mutual
defense, we can talk about free-
dom of navigation operations

which nobody is objecling to. ..
We have a wide range of topics
that wo can discuss,” he sand.
He declined to give details.
Some analysts see FONOP
as a forav ol LS “challenge to
Beying’s move in the South
China Sea.” Beijing has been
muscle flexing in the South

China Sea and West Philip-

pine Sea, especially through
deploymernd of warships and
reclaiming of land feature.
In an apparent bid to ap-
pease the Filipinos and repay
Duterte’s friendliness, China
has offered to bankroll in-
frastructure projects in the

Teodore Locsin jr.

Philippines.

Foreign Affairs Searctary
admitted
that Pompeo had advised him
to “read the fine print” when
deating with China.

- With Christina Mendez,
Elizabeth Marcelo, Pia Lee
Bmgo
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By SHEILA crélsos‘romg

With the Philiy ppme Né fon-
al Police (PNP) and other' gov-
ernment agencies, the Com-
mission on Elections (Comelec)
will spearhead today a “joint
massive” operation to take
down unfawiul campaign ma.

“terials in Metro Manila related

to the May 13 midlerm polls.

In a joint statement, the
agencies said yesterday they
have banded into a joint task
force that will now work to
make sure that camipaign rules
ont candidates” posters are
strictly implemented.

“Pursuant to the provisions
in the Fair Blections Act and
Comelec Resolution No. 10488,
the joint task force will scour
major thorpitghifares in -Metro
Manila to rentove and téar
down all prohibited forms of
Lampmgn propaganda materi-
als,” they noted.

The task force is composed

"&?"i’ g, ‘

of the PNP‘ éﬂonaf (%fl ’

tal Region PoligtOffice ‘and
Direclorate fg fgr* @pemtzons,
Departm'g}nt 6 :?P
and Highway:
of lransport%\t}b_ ;
portation Erafy
I{Lg,u!atory

131:{3} and
ard: and Metro-

politan Manild’ Dovelopment

Authgrity. 3

Baséd on the Lomelen res
olution, - campaign’ poétem
should not be more than ’EWG

. by three feet and posted or

displayed only in-designated

- COMIMMONPOStEr Ardas. o1 pri- -

vate property with tha consent
of the owrier. . -
According - to Comelo
spokesiman James Jimencz,
clection officers are mandated
to demgnato Cofmon po‘;ter
areas in their areas of juris-

diction and that the Comelec .

will be documenting those
that they will take down for
possible filing of appropriate
charges against the candidates

ncerned.

mDisquahfy
abuswe pols

The PNT’ also said it will rec-

‘ommend béfore the Comelec
- the disqualification of candi-
“dates ag ;lmmgsuens blinkers

and other emergency dévices
in their tfmpaign sorties.
PINP chief Director General

‘Osear Albayalde said disquali-

fication could be an option for

candidales who refuse (o heed
. his warning.

- Albayalde on Tuésday di-
rected the Highway
Group (HPG) to strictly en-
force the provisions af Presi-
dential Decree 96 that prehibits
the use of sirens, blinkers,

* horas and otlier gadgets to get

thtough road traffic ahea d ol
othér motorists. - o

“ He igsued the order after
receiving text messages {rom
trate civilians about polisi

Ccians who are ushy sirens,

Patrol



“blinkers and other-devices
their convoy while traveling
along EDSA and other major
thoroughfares.

Under PD 96, sirens and:

blinkers can only be used on
motor vehicles for official use
of the PNE Arted Forces of the
Philippines, National Bureaw of
Investigation, Land Transporta-
tion Office, Bureau of Fire Pro-
tection, other similar agencies
and hespital ambulances.
Violation of the order will

fesult in the revocation or

cancéllation of a vehicle's cer-
tificate,of registration,
HPG divector Chief Supt.
Roberto Fajardo,.for his part,
trged the public not o vote

for candidates who cannot

evencfollow alaw plolnbm ng
- provinces,” dlsmcts, cities and

* municipalities during the'can:

s

these of sirenswand blinkers.
The Departinent of Justice

likewise retninded prosecutors
to be fievtral and non-partisan

when they pertorm their duties
in the elections. :

1

T Dop

Justice Sccwtar}r Mendtdu e
Guevarra warned prosecutors:
‘who will sit as members of the

bdard of canvassers during the
%mli_s of the constitutional pro-

hibition against partisan polili-

cal activity and electioneering -
by non-political government.
officers and employees, =

“Please be reminded that
electioneering or engaging in

partisan political aclivities by -

one holding a non-political
office is a’ punishable offence.
Any violation of the foregoing
prohibitory rule shall be strict-

ly and severely dealt with to’
the extent allowed by exi jl'lgl;

ans, rules and rcgu]atl,ons
road the order:
Prosecutors sit in- BOCs in

vass of voles, -
They are tasked to-canvass
voies received. by ecach can-

. -didate and proclaim election

. (D;gpF

by pr()wdmg t
> school teachers who are will-

Jprovide support to |

witiriers, :
In another. development
there will be no changes in
the honoraridthat teachers
will receive for serving'in the

‘upcoming midterm elections.

The memorandun of ag ree-
ment signed by the Comelec
and Deéparinment of Education

})) showed that thie ben-
efits teachers would receive

“would be- similar to those re-

leased i last year's barangay.
elections.

Inits agreement with Com-
elec, Depld reiterated its com-
mitment to support the con-
dugl of the upcoming polls

F he ist of public

ing to serve in the elections,
The DepEd earlier said it
has allocated a budget for the
establishment of help }hdeql\q to
those who
will serve in the elections.
-— With Emmanuel Tupas,
Edu Punay, Janvic Mateo
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Rodywants Trillanes mom probed over Navy deals

By ALEXIS ROMERO

President Duterte wants the
84-year-old mother of his fierce
crific Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV to
face a probe on her deals with the
Philippine Navy. _

© Duterte said he would press
for a subpoena on Trillanes’
mother because the senator had
gone overboard incriticizing him,

“Iyong nanay niya. Contract-

contract. El kung sumobra ka...
(His mother bagged contracts.
You went overboard), We will
initiate an investigation kagaya mo

(just Jike what you did) and T will.

. subpoena your mother sq ayiw
o't sq hindi (whether you like it
or not),” Duterte told a gathering
of mayors in Manila last Tuesday.

“We also have the contempt
Fowcr but we have to go to court,”
he added. ' :

Duterte also claimed that

. Trillanes had received special

treatment at the Philippine Mili-

tary Academy (PMA) because of
‘Tis father’s influence. B

“This braggart does not step.

The PMAers know this. His lather

would bring him to a room and
feed him,” the President said.

*. “During the grueling training. -

at the PMA, his father would
excuse him,” he.added.

“Days before the 2016.polls,
Triltanes claimed Duterte'did not
declare billions in hig bank ac-

counts buf the atlegation did not:

prevent the former mayor from
winning by a landslide.

Last year, Dutérté claimed’

Trillanes” mother Estelita was a
supplier of the Navy, an accusa-
{ion that the senator described as
a “low blow.”

Trillanes challenged yesterday
Duterte to stop harassing his ailing
mother and instead answer the

<

various allegations against him.
He issued the statement after
Dulerte on Tuesday said he will
have the opposition senalor’s
octogenarian mother subpoenaed

for alleged irregularities when

she was a private supplier for
the Navy. . '

“Fhe problem with Duterte is
that he can’t handle me so it's my
mother who's sick that he's turn-
ing his ire on. Bring it on, do your
waorst while I count the days”
Trillanes said in Filipino )

He said since September last
yoar, Duterte has been saying
that he asked different agencies o

“‘investigate the supposed anoria-

tous transactions of his mother.
“But up to now, he has yel to
show event a shred of cvidence
to prove his baseless allegations.
Now, Duterte is threatening to
subpoena my mother,” the sena-
tor said. - With Paolo Romero




I’mﬁcmes moth@r faces questg‘onm g

The mother of Senator Antonio Tril-
janes IV would be summoned o a gov-
eriment investigation into her business
transactions with the military, Pres ident
Duterte snid Wednesday.

“We will initiate an investigation
kagaya mo amd I will subpoenn your
mother sa ayaw mo’t sa hm(h Baka
subihin wong walang power ang-- there
is,” the President said during the as-
gembly of mayors at the Manila Hotel
Wednesday.

“We also have the cﬂntpmpt power
hut we have to go to comd,” Dutez te
added.

Backin September, the Premdent al-
leged that Trillanes’ mother had supply
contracts wilh the Philippine Navy while
his father was in the military service.

“Twomonths later, Dulerte announced:

the government has launehed an investi-
gation into the business deals involving
rillanes’ parent.

“We are looking into the paper. We're
investigating guictly ‘yung mga deals sa
panahion ng tatay pati ‘yung invoived ang

nanay [dumr:g the time of his father and
those that involved his mother],” Duterte
said last November. “And he can be very
sure ita falabas Jahat ‘yan [it w:i] a[l come
oul],” he added.

"The President made the latest state-
ment after lashing out again at Triianes,
a fierce critie of hig adminisiration,
hofore the gathering of the League of Mu-
nicipalities of the Philippines (L MI‘Q\)?

He ealled Trillanes a coward for st
renduring to suthoritles after stagingamu-
{iny against the Arroye adrainistration,
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vs Trillanes’ mother

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duteite
wants prosecutors to sub-
poena the 84-year-old mother
~of one of lns stauslchest CritICS,: =

Duterte mulls subpoena

Sen. An_tomo Triilﬁnes Ath,
over het alleged irregular deals
w;th the Philippine Navy:

1 }:agimemsAZ

i SUBPOENA FROM A1

Duterte mulls sufbpoena

eis We aiso have the confempt power
b wg,ha_ve_togoto court,” Duterte said.
‘The:84-year-old Estrelita Trillanes suf-
~.f -from advanced Parkinson’s disease.
Duterte lashed out at Trillanes anew,
saymg “the ex-navyman survived the
-t Dhilippine Military Academy (PMA) only
: We ' -hecaase’he was pampered by his father,
““This cocky... This PMAer, he was be-
\ing borrowed by his father. He Is there
- in his rdoin, being fed,” he added.
Trillanes on Wednesday said the

In remalks during [he 2019
assembly of the League of Mumqap
ties of the Philippines on Tuese
ning, Duterte said he would it
the deals involving Trillanes':
Gistrelita, whom he had describeg

“supplier” of the Navy. :

"You (Ttillanes) did too much
wil,, initiate an investigation like
did and 1 will subpoena your mothet,
whether you like it or not,” he added.

“Your may tell me | do not have power,

- threat of Duterte 1o subpoena his

mother would grove nothing.

"Since September last vear, Duterte
has been saying that he asked differ-
ent ageiicies to investigate the’ sup-
posed anomalous transactions of my
mother, But up to now, he has vet
to show even ashred of evidence to
prove his baseless allegations,” he said
in a statement,

“Now, Duterte is threatening 1o sub-
poena my mother, Just do it and let it
be another humniliating episode for yon
like the fale offshore bank accounts vou

allegedl against me,” Tritlanes added,
RALPH U. VILLANUEVA
AND JAVIER JOE ISMAEL
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Mom's deals up for review
Preside:ﬂ. Rodrige Dﬁterte Estelita, Trillanes® mother, ‘with
said he would summon the the PN would he a case of

i wother of Sen. Antonio Trillanes  conflict of interest.
IV over alkeged anoma]uus deuls T he President prevmm!y .

_ Confliet of interost =

Duterte first made bho
accusation against Trillanes'
rwother in September 2018 during
. a tolevised onc-of-oné inferview
with C}nef Presidential Legal
Turn to page 6

ot

d’id and I whil
subpoenss
- your mothe
' whether you
like ‘it or not

You may say we g

have no powel

{0 do that, but

there is,” My

Duterte said.

‘The President,

who is'a longtime

lawyer, said the

government s

the power to cite

for contempl “hut we

Tave bo go Lo anie”

He alleged that

the contracts of

Counsel Salvador Panelo, also the presidential spokesinan, |
The senator's mother transacted with the PN-when the lawmaker and his deceused
father, Antonio Trillanes St., were still serviug insthe military.
. Iyillanes, however, denied the Prosident’s claim,
The senator suid he will “vohmearily” wabk into any dutention facility,
evenl in Davac Gity, if Duterle could prove kis daims against his wother.

Son also slapped with cases
The President’s threat to legally cite Trilfanes’ nother came
afler criminal charges for inciting to sedition have been filed by
Pasay prosecutors againsl the senator for inflammatory statements
made by ihe lwwmaker Jast yvear shortly after his anmesty was
revoked by Malacafiang, .
In 2 resofution which accompanicd the formal erimingd information
chargoe sheet filed before (he Vasay Metropolitan Trial Court. Branch
4 dated 30 January 2088, Assistanl City Prosecutor Revnaldo Tievado
recoranended the inciting to sedition churges filed againgt Triflanes,
© The complaint was initiated by Labor Undersecretary Jacinte
Paras, Presideniial AntiCorruption Convaission Comuissioner
Manuelito Luna and lawyers Eligio Mallai -
and Nasser Marohomsalie.

.
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By Nat Mariano

he will

in his speech ‘during the - general ys-
sembly of local governmient leaders ut the
League of Municipalitivs of the Philippines,
Duterte said the government had the power
to sutmon Tritlanes' mother.

“You went overboaed. We will initiate an
investigation like you, and | will subpoenn
your mothes whether you like it of not” Du.
terte said.

shore bank accounts you. aileged against
me,” Trillanes said in a statement,

Puterte’s stalement was i connection
wilh the government’s investigation into
the suppused busincss dealings of Triflanes’
motlier, Estelita, with the Philippine Navy.

Trillancs then hit back at the Presidont for
not showing “a shred of evidence” to back
ip his claims,

“Since September last vear, Duterte has
been suying that he asked different agencics
o investigute the supposed anomalous trans-
actions oy mother, But up (o now, he has
yetto show even a shred of evidence to prove
lis baseless allegations,” Trillanes suid,

“Newy Duterte is threatening to subpoena
ary mother. Just do it and fet it be another
humikiating episode for vou like the fake

RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte said Tuesday night
summon the mother of opposition Senator
A Antonio Trillanes IV over her alleged anomalous
dealings with the Philippine Navy.

“Youi may say we have no power, there is.
We also have the conempt power, but we
have i go to court.” '

But Triflanes said Duterte would just end
up.embarrassing himself again if he sub-
poenas his motler,

“Duterte is threatening to subpoena my
mother, Just do it and fet it be another hy-
mikiating episode for you like the fike oft:

offshore bank accounts you alleged agninst
ne, _

“The difficult thing wilh Duterte is since
he can’t harass me, he is now singting out
my sick mother. Go ahead, do VOUT WOrst
while I count the days”

Al the height of the President’s revoca-
tion of Trillanes’ amnesty in September
2018, Duterte clained Trillanes’ mother
had supply transactions with the Philippine
Navy when the Inwrmaker and his father
were still in the military service.

A month after that, the President said the
supposed dealings were being investigated.

Trillanes has since shamined Duterte for
dragging his 84-year-old mother, who cur-
rently suffers from advanced Parkinson's
disease, into their political quarrels. /( 2



BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR
and RAYNMOND AFRICA

PRESIDENT Duterte on ' Luesday
threatened o swart an mvestiga
ton inio supply contracts made
with the Philippine Navy by the
mother of his staunch critic, Sen.
Aatonio Trillanes IV, to determine
i there were frregularives in the
transactons,

He alse said be would have
the 84-year-old Fseelita Puentes-
Triilanes “subpocnred” for the
mvesrigation. Duterre has said Mrs,
Trillazes was a supplicr of the Navy,

Trillancs, u former Navy lewren-
ant, dared Duierte to make gond
of his threat. He said Duterre

has no proof and it will be “an-
other humiliating episode” for the
President.

Duterte made the threat ar the
assembly of the League of Munici-
palitics Tuesday nighr.

“Sumaobra ka. We will initdase
an wvestigation, kagaya mo, .md
I will subpoenn your mother, s
ayaw me o sa hindi You've grmc
overbomrd /1F you go overboard.
We will initiarg an igvestiparion,
like in your case, and T will sub-
poena yout mother, whether you
like it ot not”

He made the statement while
endorsing the senatorial candidacy
of his former special aide, Christo-
pher “Bong” Gom whao was inves-

allegatons,” e said i 2 statement.

LBy e T

f Nowspager |

y

tigated by the Semate for allegedly

tntervening in a Navy frigate deal,

Buterte first talked abour order-
ing an invesdgation in September
last vear, a month after he ordered
the voiding of the amnesty mward-
ed 1o Trillanes by the previous
administration. In November last
year, Ditterre said an investigation
has been stagted.

Trillanes, as & Navy livotenaor
in 2003, joined a mutiny against
the Arroye administration. He
and the other derained mutineers
were later amnesty by the Aquino
administration.

Among allégations made by
Frillanes agamst the President is
rhat he has millions 1 “hidden

age:

B2}

b e AL

wealth,”
Drugerte, ar the Tnesday even,
said the Facoutive has the power to

subpoena a person and o declare
him or her in COmempt.

Fe setterated that Trillancs had
acted like a spoiled brat when he
was still ae the Philippine Millary
Acadermy He said Trillanes had oi-
ren been excused by bis father, the
fare Navy Capt. Aawonio Trillines
Sr, from grueling exerises at the
PAA.

Duterte also eeiterated he is
willing to open his hank accourses
it Trillanes would alseo open his,

He sd he is even willing ro sign

Page B33

o ROY 2

Duteree later admitted he just

nlianes’

RODY

a law that would waive 2oy need
for the 1ssuance of 5 walves 16
open the bank accounrs o Trllanes
woukhl also open his account.

Duterte said he 1s wiiling to tace
the senator b wun duel

NO LVIDENCE

said Duterte fikes o
s de-

Trillanes
make up SIOTIES APAINST
tracsors,

“Since September iast year,
Duterre has been saying that be
asked differear agencies to investi-
gate the supposed anomalous Leans-
actinns of my mother. Bar up 1o
ners, he has vet to show everr a shied
of evidence t prove his baseless

“Now, Duterte s threatening
10 subpoena my mother. Just do
e andd fet ot be wnother b nidiating
episude tur vou dke the fake ofi-
shore hank aceounts vou alicued
apainst me he added,

Ciyitlanes was referring
Acount at e D
Retuf d fis

tor his

"
alleped bank i
Sank ar the \l;.\mm
fer i ";*";;mm £
7

mmned Ur
To prove

v President wrong,
Tiflaney, oo «d b select
members of the medin went 16 the
DS bank fn Singapare o secure 2
certificanion that he has no account
with the bank. The bank refused 1o
ISSLC ,lmm' { ‘l!ca'_umf Fie iy
not a wat bank

4 Ler

magde up the srory about ']
AU

"\iahin;t;ndj 1 kay Duterte hind:
lamr aho Rava, kava ang Nagay
La.ag mav sakit ang pinagduliski
tahan, Suze lang, VOuE worst
while [ count the days

CPhe wroubie with Duterte s
‘ after my T

we cannor bear

3
(318

that he !
motsr be

I L(‘ii}

'"-m

and hus rarhe
o advanced

< O wnetner
hiz mother was i \ugm ter,
he said wondd oo knuw because
he was n high school whon bis
fathrer was sl the Navv. He
said his fadher redred o P98t and
Jiee e TUOE.
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Trillanes’ mother
faces gov't probe
~The mother of Seriator Antonia .~ R
Triflanes 1V would be summoned
to a government Investigation
intoher - business . transactions
witl*r:thg_;mi!_i;a;y,gP ident - Du-
terte said Wednesda S
"We will Initiate an initiate in-
vestigation kagaya mo and I will
subpoena your mother 5a.ayaw.
: mo't sa hindi. Baka sabihin mong
= walang power ano — there is, the
President said during the assem-
bly of mayors at the Manila Hotel
‘Wednesday. - : o _
“We also have the contempt TRILLANES : :
power but we have to go to Ina statement, the opposition law-
court,” Duterte added. " maker and staunch Duterte critic re- ¢
Back in September, the Presi-  sponded to the Chief Executive who
dent alleged that Trillanes’ moth-  sald that he will initiate an investiga-
of Estelita Trillanes was engaged tion and subpoena his 8d-year-old |
in supply confracts with the Phil-  mother for allegedly being-involved
ippine Navy while his father was  in lransactions with the Navy..-
in the militaty service. © “Gince September last year, Du-
Two months fater, Duterte an-  terte has been saying that fie asked
nouriced the government initiated  different agencies to investigate |
an investigation into the business  the supposed angmalous transac:
‘anls involving Trillanes’ parent. tons of my mothen:But up o now,
. “We are looking into the paper he has yet to show even a shred 5
Wee [fvestigating quictly ‘yung  of evidence to prove his baseless
mga deals sa panghon ng latay allegations,” Trillaties said.
pati ‘yung involved ang nanay,” DU~ "Now, Dutefte is threatening to
tette said last Novembet “And he  subpaena my mothes” he added.
can be very sure na lalabas lahat  Trillanes told Duterte to continue
‘yan,” he added. with his plan, which he assured wil
The President made the latest  end to ro avail, . _
statement after stamming ancw The former Navy lleutenant said
“frillanes, & fierce critic of his ad-  the Chief Executive was “picking
ministration, before the gathering — on” his inother because the latter
of the League of Municipalities of  “could not” handle him.
the Philippines {LMpPy. "ust do It.and let it be ahother |
He brarided Trilanes a coward humiliating episode for you fike the |
when- he opted to sumender to  fake offshore bank accounts you
authorities after staging a mutiny  alleged against me,” he challenged |
against the Aoy administration.  the President. -
- JUST DOIT! - *sige fang (Ga on), do your worst
Triltanes IV on Wednesday chal-  while T count the days,” he added,
longed Duterte to prove-his claim  alluding to the fast three years of
that his aiing mother had been Dyterte’s presidency. (Genalyn D.
involved in anomalous dealings  Kablling and: Vanne Elaine P,
with the Philippine Navy. Tarrazola) : a/

1,

g.‘.#mmmmu ‘ S 3 ity
o e RENESRRRTIES & LT N O LR L i N
PEC TG TRt At



5
i AT S s

Ipatatawag ang ina ni Senador
AntonioTrillanes }Vsa imbestigasyon
ng gobyerno sa kanying business

fransactions: s militar,. sinabi.

kalapen - ni- Pangulong Rodrigo
Duterte,

“We will initiate an initiate
investigation kagaya mo and | will
subpocna your mother sa ayaw mo't
sa hindi, Baka sabihin ntong walang

ower ane -- there is,” sinabi ng
angulo sa pagtitipon ng mga mayor
sa Manila Hotel kahapon,

"Wealso have the contempt power

Pananiens Taoa

Al Martousorasc

but sve have to go to court,” Idinagdag
ni Buterte.

. Noong: Setyembre, sinabi fig-
Pangulo na ang: ina: i Trillones:
a%sahgkot-sa supply conlfacts sa .
Phi

lippine Navy habang ang katyang
ama ay nasa militavy service.

Makalipas ang  dalawang
buwan, ipinahayag ni Duterte na
iniimbestigahan ng gobyerno ang

business deals ng mga magulang ni |

Trilfanes.
“We are looking into the paper,
We're investigating quietly “yung

NI GENALYN D, XABILING

mya deals sa panzhon ng tatay pati
*yung involved ang nanay,” sinabi ni

nsterte noong Nobyembre, “ And he |
cah be very suse na lalabas tshat "yan,” |

-idinagdag nin,

aglabas ng pahayag ang
Pangulo matapos muling kastiguhin
si Trillanes, matinding kiitiko ng

' kan{angadminislrﬂsyon, sa paglitipon

ng League of Municipalities of the
Philippines {L.MP). :
Tinawag niya si Trillanes na duwag
nang iteay sunuko matapes mag-aklas
laban sa administrasyong Arroy;);




2 Ayenisa Pangll
dahil sa patuloy ﬂaé)

Digong balak i-subpoena
Co Kl » 7 *q :
ang ina ni Trillanes
Plano nl Pangulong Dutérte na paimhestigahan
ang ina ni Sen, Antonio Tritanes [V upang pagpaii-
wanagin sa mga kwestyoriableny {ransaksyon nito
ilingkod pa hitang non-uniform perggnnel_

S
THlanes
atnito: g paimil-
amay na nito’ alig'-&d:ariyos na

napipikon ng siya key.
paty yaghanat nito sa kanyan
ya kaya planongi
ina ng senador. = .

sgumobra ka. We willdnitiate .an. investigation
kagayamo and §witt subpogna your mother sa ayaw
mo't sa hindi.- Baka sabihin mong ‘walang powe,
there is. We also have the contempt power but we
have 0 g6 1o'coyit,” pahayag ng Pangulo.

Una ng inihayag nt Trillanes na huwag idamay
ang kanyang ina na may pakit, o o

"Justdo it', ang sagat raman ni Tiillanes sa balak
ri Duterte na paimbestigahan ang kanyang ina.

Sinabi ni Trillangs, simula noong Setyembre
2018, palaging sinasabi ni Duterts na aatasan niya
ang Iha't ibang ahensiya ng gohyerno na imbesti-
gahan ang mga transaksiyon ng kanyang 84-tacng
gulang na ina na mayroon Né ngayong Alzheimet's
na hanggang ngayon ay wala namang naipapaki-
tang ehidensiya sa kanyang mga walang basehang
akusasyon. (Rudy Andai/Malov Esoudero)



Y
2 February 2019

tanong paimbesti-
'gahan i Progulong’
Rodrigo Duterte
ang &d-anyos pd ina ni
Sen Antonio Trillanes
matapos t mapikon ito
s mpn bamt ng hull sa
kanya at kanyang pa-
intikya.

kﬁy Panguloag

Daterte, kaya niyang
ipu-subpoena ang ina
ni Sen, Trillanes na-si
Mrs. Estelita Trillanes
upang pagpatiwanagin

sa mga kwesiyouableng:

ransaksyon pito noong
neglilingkod pa hilang
nan-npiform personned sa
Philippine Navy.

‘Ayon sa Panguio,

“napiptkon na siya kay

Trillanes dahil sa patu-.

loy na paghanal Bito sa
kanyang prmilya kaya
planong idnmay na nito
ang 84-anyos na ina nito.

. “Sumobra ka. We will’

initiate on investigation
kngayd o and 1 will

" Ning RUDY ANDAL at

MALOU ESCUDERO

subpoena your mether sa
ayaw mo'tsa hindiBaka
snbihin monyg walung
power, there is. We also
have the contempt po-
wer bit we have to go {o
court,” wika nj Pangu-

lung Duterie kamakatasea
ng pabi sa Manila Hotel.

Nawn nang inthayag
noon ni Trillanes ua hu-
wag idamay ang kanyang
R4-anyos na ing na may
sakit pa. .

~Just do ito”, naman
ang sagot ni Trillanes
sa halak ni Pangulong

Aydn

ahensiya ng gobyciino 02
imbestigahan ang M
ternsaksiyon ng kanyaeg
§4-taong gulang na ina
fa MAYTODN 1A BEAYONR
Alzhetmer’'s na hanggang
ngavoen 4y, wali pama
naipapakitang chidensiya
sa kanyasg mpa wal%;g

Liiterte na ipa-subpoens
ang kanyang i@ dahil
s mgu dinmano’y ku-
westyusibleng reansak-
siyan sa Philippine Navy,
Sipubi ni Trillanes,
sirnuia noong Setyembre
~ 9018, palaging sinasabi
ni Duterle na aatasan
niya ang iba't ibung

basehang akusasyon.

B s PR S
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of cocaine worth P215 mil-
lion recovered off the coast

ippine Drugs Enforcement Agency
Dk A) 11 Director Antonip E. Rtveia
gaid. |

R[seza saidin an interview.at tho
s;dok;neq uf the Avmed Porces of the
Phahppmes (AFI’B - Pinhppme Na~

countries. We assumed it came from
them. They are the origin, The main
ingredient is coca plant, which grows
in South America,” he said, adding
that another drug cartel from Mexico,
Sinaloea, could also be behind it.
Rivera sald they were still looking

"at the possibility that the drugs might

have been dropped at the high sea and
had been blown to the shores in Caraga
hefore villagers discovered them.
“Another thing is, it could be a di-
versignary (laclio), they intentionally
drapped it so that our focus would he on

Y
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AVAO CITY - The 39 bricks

; ¥ of Barangay Santiago in
‘Car aga town, Davao Oricntal on Sutt-.
day will be destroyed this week, Phil-

R "ﬁ
nwm@{ 7ok mﬁ

: § i&f@m

“{ional Police (PNP) press briefing oh
Wednesday here that the recovered
“illegal drugs were supposed to be

destroyed within 72 hours, but added

they were still waiting for the go signal
from PDEA Divector (xt,nei al Aaron

.N. Aguina. .

He said author;ilu Wcte still in-
vestigating the Individuals behind the
dumping of the-cocaine off the shores
of Caraga, bui they ‘;li%p()(,{cd that a

Colombian drug eartel is behind it.
. “Wlho are the countries producing
fHis stuff? Colombin, South American

the east parl of the country, and some-
wheve else, they wonld sneak in huge
arnounts of drugs or shabu,” he said.

He added il was also possible that
the seized illegal drags were supposed
‘to he delivered to other couniries with
Philippines as the {ransshipment hub,
claiming that vocaine was not as preva-
lent as shabu in the counlry beeause
it's expensive.

“That's the subject of our inves-
tation now to kiow who are behind
this and who are the recipients of the
cocaine,” be said. |\
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Disaster
department

~ gains
fraction

The adverse effects
of the changing
climate patterns
and extreme
weather condilions
are critical points in
our nation’s gecurity

Defense Secretary Deifin
Lorenzana on Tuesday
said éfforts to cstablish a
Depariment of Disaster
Resilience is gaining ground.

Speaking af, the thanksgiving

4 cevemony forthe National [isaster

Risk Rexuetion sred Management
Operation Center in Camp
Agrnaldo, Quezon City Lorern gz
sfd clamilfes inrecentyearshiow
the need brthe country lostepup
andutilize fully isbest disaster risk
redhction and management asseds,

“The adverse effects of the
chunging climate patterns and
extreme weather conditions ave
critical points in ony nation’s
secivity. Reeall what happened
to ourcotmlty chuing the dirues of
Onddoy, Yolanda’ and Tisruan')”
Lorenzana noted.

He said the lessons
tearned in these
calamities, prompted the
efforts to advoeate for the
upgrading of the Office of
the Civil Pefense to the
Department of Disaster
Resilience, \3 ohp
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The Mutuasl Defense Treaty (MDT)

between the United States and the

Philippines will likely be among the major

- . topics of discussion during US Secretary of
Slate Mike Pompeo’s visit to the country

tomorvow, Turn to page ﬁ

oo RS e e

by Krlsting Marallt and Marlo J, Malari.

Any subjéct matter that is
muttually beneficial to both

countries will be discuissed

Fompage?. o

President Redrigo Duterte and
Pompeo have set a meeting at the
Villamor Airbase in Pasay City.

Defense Secrefary Delfin Lorenzana
sarlier had seught the review,
amendment and possible serapping
of the pact, = o

Lorenzana had sought a Department
of Nalionul Defense (DNT) review of
the G7-vear-old agreement to see if
it is still relevant to the Philippines’
"national interest.”

* “T have Just directed our lawyers to
start tooking into it,” he said.

“That’s 1851, It’s a 67-year-old treaty.
Is it still relevant to our national
interest? That's what we should ook at,
Lot us look at it dispassionately, withoot
considering aboul past ties, about future
ties - dispassionzately,” he said, adding
the end goai of the review is either "o
niutain it, strengthen it or serap it.”

Terror also up in mect
Combating terrorism will be another
topic during the meeting.
Pompeo will also meet Foreign
Affaivs Seeretary Teodoro Locesin
dr {0 discuss issues of mutual
interast,

" Pompeo will be in the country until
triday, § Muwreh, It is the IS official's
ifrst visit to the Philippines since
asstiwing office in April last year,

Presidential spokesman Salvador
Panelo said the Chief Exceoutive and

-

C..~-

Pompeo are expected to touch on
issues "mutually beneficial” to the
two countries.

“Any subject matter that is mutually

‘beneficial -to- both countries will
“be: digeussed or any miatter for the

secretary to raise,” Panelo said at a
Palace briefing. :

The MDT was inked by the lwo
countries as a commitnent to defend
cach together in the event of an armed
attack.

“If the US Secretary of State will
bring it up then it would definitely be
tackied,” Panclo said.

Meeting with Loesin set

Pompeo will also meel Foreigs
Affairs Secrelary Teodore Laesin Jr,
Lo discuss issues of mutual interest,
according €o the Department of
Foreign Alfairs (DFA).

While there was no official agends
issued by the DFA, the two top
diplomats are oxpected to discuss
tmportant issues congerning Manila
and Washington,

In an advisory, the DFA yesterday
said Locsin and Pompeo will be issuing
separate statements at 10 2. on Friday
after the bilateral mecting. A joint press
conference is also seheduled.

Pompen is scheduled (o arrive al
DFA headquarters at around 9 a.m.

The DFA mecting will cap the
two-day official visit of Pompee
who is arriving today i Manita
from Vietnam where a swmmit
between US President Donald
Trump and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un was held,

This is the second time
in three months that Locsin
and Pompeo are meeling. -
L.ast December, the twe met in
Washingtou. g

During the December meet,
Pompeo reaffirmed the alliance
hetween the two countries, inclwding
Washingion's commitment
to the 19581 MDT
which was sought
for review by
the DND,
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Reds burn heavy equipment in Negros .
< BACOLOD.CITY  Stispected New People’s Army
rebels burned five tractors and a vintage vehicle in
Ma’ﬁ‘tlyod;-Négp{isﬂfientﬁl- o Monday: & v

- Abouf 50 communist re ded the compound
owned by Martin Longa, chairnan of Barangay Sta.

Monica, and set the heavy equipment on fire. .

© - Senjor Superintendent Raul Tacaca, Negros Orien-
-tal police ditector; said the rebels also took two ccllu-
lar phones, two handheld radios and a Wi-Fi device.
. Initial damage was pegged at P3million.

. Authorities said Longa confirmed that the rebels
demanded that he pay them P500,000 in so-called
protection money. .0 - S

© - Last mofith, communist guerriflas burned 11
‘heavy equipment and two generator sets owneéd by a
mining firm in Ayungon town also in Negros Orien-
tak Damage was estimated at around P120 million.

: — Gilbert Bayoran

W i



Former rebels continue

to avail of support f om
the governmen e

iy MHKE 1 CRIGHUOND

CAMP BANCASI, Butuan-

City - Another batch of former
New People’s Army (NPA) mem-
hers have availed of the govern-
ment’s financial and liveiihood
support, according:to the area
command of the Ariny’s North-

eastern and Northern Mindanao -

4thinfanirvy (Dimmond) Division
(1th 1D,

Brig. Gen. Franco Nemesio
M. {incal, commanding general
of the 4th ID, the largest wa-
neyvering division of the Arided
Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
in Mindanae, said the former
CPP-NPA rebels got the support
from the government through
the nhanced Comprehensive
Local Integration Program or
E-CLIR

A total of 223 ex-rebels, who
surrendered-to the different
units under the 4th I since
Januapry, this year, availed of
the E-CLIP

Cash agsistance ol 265,000
for livelihood opportuniiies was
exiended to each of the former
NPA rebels, Gacal said,

Soime of the {ormer rebels

oy

are still undergoing the E-CLIP
process, he said,

Recently, 31 former CPP-
NPA rebels received their live-
liheod and itnmediate cash as-
sistance during reremony held
in Cagayan de Oro Cily, the 4th
1D chief reported.

“Hope{ully, the assistance of
the government to the former
rebels will pave way to change
their lives for, the hetier and
become good examples for their
former comrades to go back
to mainstream society,” Gacal
said,

The 4th 1y chilef has called
other remaining CPP-NPA
members who are siill rynning
in the mountains to come down
and avail the E-CLIP and peace
and development pr ogram of the
government. it

“As we embark on a 'peace-
ful war' by bringing in govern-
ment services to resolve social
ills in the remote communities,
we have to continue our securily
patrols in the hivterlands so the
remaining CPP-NPA terror-
ists will not have the chance to
disrupt our peacekeeping cam-
paign,” Brig, Gen. Gacal added.
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leaders
from budget
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By

BEE s e s et i

The Bangsamoro Transition
Authority (BTA) that will ad-
ministerthe new autonomous
Muslim region in Mindanao
for three years will inkierit op-
erational: funds of more than
31 billion this year.

The amiount 15 the funding
tevel President - Diterte has
recomnended inhis proposed
P3.757-trillion 2019-national
budget for the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
{ARMM). The Senate and
the House of Representatives
have retained the amount.

On Tuesday, ARMM Gov.
Mujiv Hataman turned over
leadership of the regional
government to Moro lslamic

i Liberation Front (MILF) leader
f*Murad Ebrahim, who heads
the transition body that will
run the new Bangsamoro Au-
» tonomous Region in Muslim
* Mindanao (BARMM).
Hataman was expected to
“miake a detailed accounting of
‘the funds, personnel, equip-
ment and other assets ARMM
is enirusting to BARMM,
In his still-to-be-enacted
proposed budget for this year,
Turnto Page &




Ebrahim, as concurrent
minister of public works and

highways;—and-Mohaguer

the President allocated a total
of P31.117 billion to ARMM
divided as P13.4 billion for
salaries, P4.659 hillion for
maintenance and other operat-
ing expenses and I"13.059 bil-
lon for capital outlay, the bulk
of which is for infrastructure
projects: S
- _'Thie allocatioi for salaries is
huge because of thousands of
publicschool teachers under the
region's education department.
The ARMM oullay is fur-
ther distributed into 12 ex-
pense classes: P236 million
for regional legislation; '1.278

the 12 expense classifications -

are all detailed in the ARMM
budget.

The regional government is
required to approve a budget
plan and follow procurement
laws and regulations.

Some previous Muslim
officials are facing criminal
charges for alleged misuse
of the autonomous region’s
funds.

Funding for ARMM more
than doubled under the ad-
ministration of former presi-
dent Benigno Aquino TH and
Hataman’s leadership of the
region.

A lawmaker said Is-
lamic banks are crucial to

 billion for regional autohomy

adminisitation and finance
respurces. management; P43
million for peace, law and
order, and human rights pro-
tection and promotion; P629.6
million for agriculture, fishery
and land’reform; P56.1 million

d P147: 1 nvillion fo
trade, industry and invest-
ment devefopment, '

some P11.2 billion goes to
education, science and tech-
nology, and P10.8 billion to
roads and public infrastruc-
ture facilities.

Igbal, as education ministey

will oversee the expenditure
- of the largest budgetary alloca-

tiens for the new attonomous
region,

The remalning expense
classes and their funding are
P1.5 billion for health and nu-

foremployment and industrial - rition, P157 million for sodial

|

fare and protection, P67.5
million for transportation and
conmmunications, P33.2 mil-
lion for environment conser-
vation and management and
human seltiement.

The projécts, programs and
activities to be funded under

e e

the Bangsamoro’s develop-
ment ag an independent re-
gion.

Leyte Rep. Henry Ong,
chairman of the committee
on banks and financial in-
termediaries of the House of
Representatives, said it would
be best for the BTA tu lobby
for the measure crucial for the
region’s economy.

“To boost the economy of
the BARMM, I express the
hope that the proposed Islam-
ic Banking law be prioritized
immediately after Congress
reconvenes post-May elec-
tions,” he said.

“ Aside from the national
budgetary support and for-

eign grants, new investments
are needed in Northern Min-
danao and BARMM. Hav-
ing more investment flows
through Islamic banks and
expanded financial inclusion
will further spur economic
activity,” Ong said.

Ong explained Islamic
banks will allow private inves-
tors and governments in the
Middle East, Southeast Asia
and parts of Africa to engage
business in the BARMM.

Ie said Isiamic banks will
act as financial conduits, advi-
sors and depositary institu-
tions, - With Delon Porcalla,
John Unson, Jose Rodel Cla-
pang, Jaime Laude

;{ig!
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4 suspects slain

in Bulacan,
Maguindanao

_Eour_.s.ﬁspects’, ‘t‘wp‘.iif_:.t}i_am_iéliegédV

- drug, pushers, werd killed in police op-
~ erationy in Bilacan and Maguindano i

the past two days. co

Senior Superintendent Chito Bersalu-
na, Bulacan police director, identified
the fatalities as Lamberto de Guzman
and Apple dela Rosa. -

Bersaluna said the suspects drew
their guns when they sensed they had
sold shabu to undercover agents in Ba-
rangays Longos in Pulilan and Balagtas,
respectively.

Police said 12 sachets of shabu, two
38-caliber revolvers, two cell phones
and marked moncy were recovered
from the fatalities.

Superintendent Laurente Acquiot,
Plaridel police chief, said Renato Sy
was killed in pursuit operations after
wounding Senior Police Officer 3 Den-

s Salamat in shootout in Barangay

Tabang.

A .40-caliber pistol was reportecily
recovered from 5y.

Six sachets of shabu, a hand grenade
and a .38-caliber revolver were report-
edly recovered from Sy’s suspected
cohort Jerico Tanghal, who was arrested.

Sy and Tanghal were accused of steal-
ing the motorcycle driven by a certain
Annabelle Bernas.

Police said ‘Tenti Taup Mangarin, Sul-
tan Kudarat's most wanled person, was
killed in a shootout with police officers
at his hideout in Barangay Mcti, Datu
Blah Sinsuat in Maguindanao.

Mangarin, who was facing charges
for multiple murdet, arson, vehicte theft,
extortion and illegal drogs, reportedly
fired at law enforcers serving a warrant
of arrest. .

The suspect was lagged in the burn-
ing of heavy equipment owned by Jar-
gon Construction Co., which isinvolved
in government projects in Lebak and
Kalamansig towns,

Police said M16 rifles were recovered
at the scene.

MILF member nabbed

In Zamboanga City, Rajiv Abubakar,
34, was arrested in a drug sting in Ba-
rangay Mampang yesterday.

Police said nine sachets of shabu and
marked money were recovered from
the suspect.

Abubakar claimed he is a member of
the 113rd command of the Moro lslamic
Liberation Front (MILE)based in Tun-
gawan, Zamboanga Sibugay.

Authorilies were verifying the gus-
pect’s involvement with the MILE ‘W

~ Ramon Efren Lazaro, John Unson,
Roel Pareilo
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By Christine O. Avendaiio
@ioavendancING

President Duterte said a “new
deal” with the Moro National
Liberarion Front (MNLF} fac
ticn. led by its founding chair
Ny Miguars, must be crafred af
tor he had appointed members
of 4 fransition government that
wolld Tun 4 new autonomous
suslint region s Mindanao.

“Nar said ke is willing fo
talk, und he has waited this long
for me to malke a decisive deti-
cion when be comes back,” Mr
Duiterte tald a nicional assem-
by of mayors at the Manila Ho-
tol oo Tuesday aight.

tisuari was o jeave on
Wednesday for meetings with
word Muslim leaders i the Unit-
ed Arab Bmirares and Morodco.

He was given permission to

travel abroad by the Sandigan-
bayan, where he was arraigned
on Tuesday on graft and
malversation charges in con-
nection with “ghost textbogks”
contracts when he was gover-
nov of the Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM}

Notguilty

He refused to enter a plea, so
the court entered a not gulity
pied for hint,

Om Monday, Mr. Duterte met
with Misuari who asked that he
be aliowed to leave the country.

I sail: ‘Fine. You have done
that several times. You can go,”
r. Duterte said he told Mizuard,

The President said he told De-
fense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
and Interior Secretary Eduarde
Afg, who were present during
his meeting with Misuarl, that

)
i
¢

Muar Misuari

“its time for us w crall a oew
deal for the MNLF of Misuari.”

Misuari “only wanted 1o
talk,” he said. “(Misuari dovsn't
want to fight And [ told him
with morereason.”

Mr. Durerre did not say
what the new agregment wouid
include.
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In ceremonies in Malacafang
on Friday, the President swore
into office Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front (MILF) chair Murad

Ebrahim as interim chief minis-

ter of the Bangsamoro Transi-
tiont Authority (BTA), which will
act as the transition government
of the new Bangsamoro Au-
tonomous Reglon in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM).

Murad on Tuesday formally

took over the leadership of the’

region from ARMM Gov. Mujiv
Hataman.

MILF control
The MILF controls 41 seats
in the 8o-member BTA; which
will govern the region until the
first BARMM elections are held

in 2022. .
A faction of the MNLF led by
Yusop Jikiri complained that it

was given only five seats, not 10

according to S0Mme reports.

Despite his'disappoiniment, .

~Jikiri appealed to his supporteds *in the new Musfim homeland. -

to respect the decision of the
national government. :

“For me, there is no problem.
All we can do is watch how they
would run the new autonomous
region and il the autonomy
[wordd be used to} really serve
and address the situations of
people on the ground,” he said. -

Another MNLT leader, vice
chair Firdausi Abbas, threat-
enedd to put up another faction
to protest against what he

called the MILF's “virtual dicta- -

torship.” )

Abbas, a lawyer and the sul-
tan ol Lanao, questioned the
ability of the appeinted BTA
members to govern the region.
He urged Congress to call an

election within six months so
that the people could choose
who they wanted to lead them

No prominent area

Murad downplayed Abbas'
statements.- :

"If I remember right, he was
not a memher of MNLF until re--
cently,” Murad said. "l don't see
how strong Mr. Abbas' following
on the ground is because we
don'tseea prominent area where
heis in command of any greup.” -

- Murad explained that it was
the government that dectded
whom to appoint to the interim
government, which would allow
the MILF to transition from a
revolutionary group into main-
stream governnance, --wiTH Re-

- PORTS FROM JEOFEREY MAITEM AND

JULIE ALIPALA NG 3




BY CATHERINE
S.VALENTE

RESIDENT Ro-
drigo Duterte
Has made
“some arrange-
ments” to.allow
Moro National Liber-
ation Front (MNLF)
founder Nur Misuari
to travel overseas,
saying they were pre-
paring for negotia-
tions for a new peace
agreement.

{n remarks before the general
assembly of the League af My-
nicipalities of the Philippines on
Tuesday night, Duterte said he
had yielded to Misuari’s request Lo
allow the latter to trave! abroad be-
fore participating in peace talks,

The President, who referred 1o
Misuard as his “brothe;,” met with
the MNLF founder in Atalaca nang
an Monday night. 2 A2
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Duterte eyes new pa‘c with Mi

1 said, let him travel bverseis, | of
foa the sake of [the goveininent’s] M

efforts in pursuing peace and

-order in Mindanao, you know,
. because |

[ still have to craft fa
pe&ce deal wuh Misuari], we in
¢ government,” Duterte said in
l*nghsh and Filipino.,

He had sought Misuari’s coaper-

sation in the founaimn of the new
", Bangsamore autonomous region
Jwhose interim governiment is led
--by the Moro [slamic Liberation
 Fromt (MILF), which had broken
* away from the MNLE '

Misuari is on trial befare the
Sandiganbayai Third Division for
graft and malversation over the

allegedly anomalous purchase of
277 million worth of educational

materials when he was governor.

i

Mambe; biales in Momcw

Misuari is scheduled to fiy 0
Abut 17habi on Wednesday and will
praceed 1o Maroceo on March 1,

-based on his itinetary. He is-ex-
pected to return to the Philippines

h&tween March 17 And 20

e
{

the interim government will be
composed of 41 nominees from
the MILE and-39-individuals nomi-
nated hy the govennment.

‘MILF Chairman Murad Ebrahim

~ Under: the law C?eatmg ihe':
" Bangsamoro region, the BTA or

. Zhas ‘been appo:med tnterim chief

inister. of the BIA that will gov-
the region until new regional
ers are elected in 2022 ¥

ent w:ih’the MNLE -
led a siege bf: Zambo
nga Gity:in"2013 to protést a

decisiol of the governmentof then
.Pr&sadem Bemgno Aquing 3rdto

held talks with the MILE

The Misuari faction of the MNLE
accused the government of ab-
rogating its agreements with the
group when it held negotiations
with the MILE




i Lorenzana looking seriously at threat to

eStabli)sh’ a new faction of the Moro group

D By GRMALYN D, KABILING and ERANGIS T WAKEFIELD . .

he government is prepared to
craft a new peace deal with
Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLE) amid plans to
resume falks wilh ils chairman Nur
Misuari, President Duterte announced
Tuesday night.

The President said Misuar, former
governor of the Aufonomous Region in

Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), has also
expressed willingiiess “to talk, net
fight” with kis govermmient during thei
conversation in Matacaiang Monday
night. ‘

“ltony kay Nur, areglo na tayo, Sabi
ni Nug he's willing to talk, Ie's waiting
for me to make a decisive depi- :
sion when he comes buck,” the B 10




Duterte eyes peace...

President said dwing the ussembly of
the League of the Municipalities in the
Philippines at the Manila Hotel

“Sali ko it's thime to craft a new deal
for the MINLE” he added.

He said that Presldential Peace
Adviser Carlito Galvez Jr, Defense Sec-

retary et Toretsna and nterioramd

Local Government Secretary Eduardo
Ao would be tasked to help crafl the
agreement with the MNLE,

“Kailangan pa natin ‘van. And but
they are revolutions driven with lerrito-
rial intentions or objectives,” he said.

Duterte notad that the government’s
talks with the MNLIwould be held when
Misuari returns from his trip abroad.

New MILF faction?

While President Duterte may have an
easter time addressing Misuar’s senti-
ments, the task of appeasing another
disgruntled key member of the MNLF
may be more difficult.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
said that they are taking seriously the
threat made by a Moro leader lawyer
Firdausi Abbas that he would establish a
newlaction in protest of the MILF's hold
of majority of positions in the Bangsam-
oro Transition Authority (BTA).

Abbas protested what he called a
“virtual dictatorship” by the MILE, even
questioning their ability to govern the
Bangsanoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM).

“Of course, kasi delikado iyan, kasi
hindi na matapos iyung trouble natin
kung [Its dangerous because oty trouble
will not stop if] every faction there will
create their own trouble to destabilize the
existing order” Lorenzana said,

“Tignan muna natin kung ano iyung
gusto niya [Lets see what he wants].
We have to engage him by the OPAPP
(Office of the Presidential Adviser on lhe

‘Peace Process) siguro kung ano ang...
fwhathel.”

“Kilala ko ivan si Firdausi Abbas, eh [T
know Firdausi Abbas] maybe we should
to talk to him kung ane ang gusto niva {to
kmow what he wantsi,” he added.

Inaninterviewover ABS-CBN News,
Abbas said he would “pursue the cru-
sade along pacifist fines” once he quit
the MNLE

“Right now, we have no respect for
people (which) I find contemptible and
despicable,” said Abbas, who is recog-
nized as sultan of Lanao.

Lorenzana also said that as far as
he is concerned the MNLF is well rep-
resented in the Bangsamoro Transition
Authority (BTA).

“They (MNLF) are included as they
have seven menthers in the BTA,” Loten-
zana said,

“What 1 overheard is that they are
sulking hecanse only seven of them are
included. But they are still forlunate to

41

have seven members in'the BTA,” he
added.

When asked to clarify his statement,
Lorenzana said the BOL or Bangsamoro
Organic Law is a Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front activity.

“This BOL is like more of an MILE
“RElvity During the campaign period for

the BOL, the most active is the MILE”
Lorenzana said, :
“The MNLF had minimal participa-
tion, except in Suly, in Jolo, in Sulu prov-
ince hy Jikird. In other areas they seldom
pariteipated,” he added,
But Lorenzana is hopeful the rum-

blings would nof result into more serious

problems.

New Duterte-Misnari meeting

President Duterte met Misuari at
the Palace Monday night and apologized
for the delay in the implementation of
the proposed federalism initiative in the
country, the Palace announced Tuesday,
Another meeting will be set between the
President and Misuari soon.

The Sandiganbayan had earlier
granted Misuari's motion o travel to the
United Arab Imirates and Moroceo to
attend the summits of the Organization
of Islamie Cooperation Counetf of oreign
Ministers as well as the 14th Session of
the Parliamentary Union of tslamic Co-
operation Member States next month,

Duterte admitted he made some
arrangements lo allow the safe pas-
sage of Misuari, believing the MNLF
leader would return to the country. ife
added that he considers Misuari as hig
brother

“Now there is Misuazi, he sawme last
night. He was not allowed by the court to
go out because he has pending charges
when he was arned. So I had to make
some arrangements. Sabi ko, this is a
personal requiest of me, which Idonot do
af any thme, at any other time,” he said,

“Sabi ko, papasulin - ah palabasin
ninyo. Sabi ko, for the sake of - alam mo
na because 1 still have to craft,” he said.

Misuari aiso assured the President
that he would return home after his trip

abroad,
“Whenever we see, we emhrace each

other becanse I consider him a brother

Tapos sabi niva, ‘papuntahin mo lang
ako, babalik ako.” Sabi ko, ‘Fine. You liave
done that several times, you car go.’ So
nag-courtesy call siya tapos umalis siya,”
Duterte said.

The upcoming talks between the
President and Misuari come amid the
“rumblings” in the MNLF about the new
Bangsamoro Aufonomous Hegion,

The MNLF has reportedly expressed
concern about the composition of the
Bangsamoro Transition Authority, say-
ing it was only given a few seals in the
interim government,

The law creating the BARMM that

4l

replaced the old ARMM is part of the
peace pact forgad by the government
with the MILE, which broke away from
the MNLF several years ago.

The athninistration of then President
Fidel V. Ramos forged a peace paet with
the MNLE in 1996,

: BTA members

Meanwhile, Malacanang releascd
Wednesday the appuintment papess of -
the 76 members of the BTA, five days
after President Duterte administered
their oath in Malacanang,

It was earlier anmounced that MILF
Chairman Ahed Balawag Ebrahim,
known as Murad Ebrahim, was ap-
pointed Interim Chief Minister of the
BTA. :

The other BTA members, mostly
nominees of the MILF, are: 1. Ghavali
Jaafar; 2, Al Solaiman; 3. Mohagher
Iqbal; 4. Abdulrasf Macarug; 5. Ihra-
him Ali; 6. Haron Abas; 7. Mokammad
Zainoden Bato; 8. Said Salendab; 9, Mo-
hammad Yacob; 10. Malik Mantawil; 1.
Ali Salik; 12. Abdulwahab Pak; 13.8aid
Shiek; 14. Ubaida Pacasem; 15.Hussein
Muitez; 16. Abdullah Gayak; 17. fiduard |
Guerra; 18. Aida Silongan; 19, Ahdul
Dataya Sr; 20. Raissa Jajurie; 21. Tucac
Mastura; 22, Mibpantho Midtimbang;
23, Al-Syed Sali; 24 Saflrullah Dipatuan;
25. Abdutlah Ahang, 26 Maletha Candao:
27.Narciso Ekey; 28. Bainon Karon; .
29.Basit Sarip Abbas; 30. Suwaib Ora-
non; 31. Akmad Abas; 32, Abdullah
Macapaar (Commander Bravo); 33, Faiz
Alauddin; 34, Hadji Abdulazis Mobam.
mad Esmael; 35, Marjanie Macasalong,
36. Lanang Ali Jr; 37. Ali Pangalian
Balindong; 38, Zesar Hajaj ALl 39
Melanio Ulama; 40. Muslimna Abubakar
Asmawil; 41. Muslimin Jakilan: 42. 5a-
hie Sappayani Udjab; 43. Adzdar Hailid
Usman 44, Qmar Yasser Semal; 43.
Romeo Sema; 46. Punduma Batinting
Sant; 47. Abdul Raji Sabrin; 48. Hatimil
Hassan; 4. Zul Garneyn Abas; 56. Musa
Diamla; 51.Rasul fsmael; 52. Sitti Sha-
hara Masftuva; 53 Amilbahar Mawallil:
54. Bddie Mapag Alih; 55. Khadafel
Mangudadatuy; 56. Jarel Macaraya; 57,
Modayaa Sacar; 58. Abraham Burahan,
59. Edrieza Nasser Rimbang; 60. Paisu-
lin Tago; 61.Nabila Pangandaman; 62,
Laisa Alamia; $3.8ubarto Amnbolodto;
64. Susana Anayatin; 65.Maisara Dan-
damun-FLatiph; 66, Mussolini Lidasan;
67. Don Mustapha Loong; 68. .Jose Irib-
ani Lorena; 63. Abdulmulunin Mujahid:
70. Rumeo Saliga: 71, Alzad Satfar, 72,
Nahil Tan; 73. Hamid Aminoddin Datu
Barra; 74. Anna Tarhata Basman: and
75. Buintan Adil Ampatuan.

President Duterie has vet to name
four more members of the BTA, which
was earlior revealed to be camposed
of representatives from Moro and
non-More groups, indigenaus peoples,
women, youth, settler communifies, and
tracditional leaders. (With a report from
Argvll B. Geducos
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MARAWI CITY - At least 135 for-

mer Maute-Islamic State (18) tertorist

group menibers were furially inle-
grated inlo the governument's program

_returnee integrated program in a

cerpmony held al the Social hail, New
Capitol complex here Tuesday.

The program is aimed at helping
the former terrorist rebels to starl a
new life. _ '

Col. Romeo S. Brawner Jr, 103rd
Infantry (Huribon)-hrigade com-

mander, said the group was composed

of Maute-18 fighlers, who surrendered
during and towards the end of the
Marawi siege in 2017,

They were mainly tighters, with
an 1l-year-old boy as the youngest
among them.

‘It means, that some ef them, ito
fyong fumalaban nung unang mga
araw hung siege, din ito iyong mga
nakatakas nung hindi pa na-cordoned

‘Jyong main batlle ared (they were thie

ones who faught in the first days of the

siege. They were. also the.ones who.
e-hattle
) lmgs, among others, which symbolize

managed {0 escape when
arca was not yét cordoned oD, he
said.

Brawner also bared that most
of these who survendered likewise
turned over their firearnis.

Bome were supporters of the ter-
rovist group, while others were rela-
tives of the fighters, he added,

Brawner alse confirmed that one

of the returnees was s sub-_lea_der:;
named White Lawaan, who had been -

ineluded in the AFP's most wanted
list, .
Brawner said the refurnees: wili

not vnly receive benefits, but they

were also urged to help the govern-
ment by convineing their
former collea;,,ut,s to
surrender.. .
“If tHey have any in-
formation to help us in

our program in campmgnmg te have
peace, they should inforn us also’.

" he added.

: ’l‘he relurness also received seed-

their return to the eommunity as

peace-loving civilians, Most of them

were farmers bhelore they were re
cruited hy the terrorist group.
According to one of them, Khan,
they were just victims and were
deceived.
*Our poverty and ignorance was

“‘exploited and takea advantage of. We
“were made to belicve that by jeining,
eternal peace will be achieved,” said

former Maute-18 member Khan,
"We have been misled, pinaniwala

-kami na (they made us believe that)

what we're doing have high rewards

s
H

H

from above, yvet we were wrong. i
only caused disruption al di pag-
kakaisa ng mga {and disunity among
the) Muslim,” he staled,
“Phey pledged support Lo the gov
ernment and promised never to go
back to the group.

A comprehensive profiling of
Maute- I8 returnees was also con
ductled February 26 to know their rea-
sons and issues of joining Lo address
their respeetive needs ineluding their
famikes.

The returnces will be closely
meitored to avold incident to happen
again of which ove had retarned to
the group, said Brawner

The local government will be the
tead of this ro-infegration program
while ATP aund PNP are there to
support the pational and local gov-
arnment.

Other private organizations and
international pavtners like United Na
tiong Dovelopuwm Program (UNDI}
are peuring in support for the welfare

"}}1 of the returnees. {f

8
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Murad hands off on PH’s Sabah claim

ZAMBOANGA CITY: Chief Minister Murad

Lbrahim of the Bangsamoroe Au-

- lonomous Region in Muslim Mind-
-~ anao (BARMM) on Wednesday said he

would notimeddlein the Philippines’

claim to.Sahah, a lederal state of Ma-

laysia, saying the dispiite was betw euf

Manila and Kuala Lumpur,

The: Ph:hppnws smnd on Sabdh

Cstems fromyac

8 SABAH FROM A1

Murad

Ebrahim, also the chairman of the
rebel group Moro Islamic Liberation
Frant (MILF}, which signed an interim
peace deal with Manila in 2014, was
recently named by President Rodrigo
Duterte as head of the Bangsamoro
Transition Authority, after a plebiscite
this year that ratified the Bangsamoro
Otganic Law that will run the new au-
tonomous region for three years until
elections are held.

*Hindi namin papasokin “yan (We
won't touch that issue). It is the central
government [in Manila] thatshould put-
sue the claim if there are strong grounds
to pursae it,” Ebrahim said in an inter-
view with the ABS-CBN News Channel;
adding, “We do not want to complicate’
the peace process. Lalong lalo ng sa
(Especially the) peace process, iialaki
ang natufong ng {much was done by}
Malaysia to forge the agreement. Ayaw
natin ma-affect ito (We don't want the

Sabakh issue to affect it).”
Kuala Lumpur helped broker peace
tatks since the time of President Be-

* nigno Aquino 3rd and even deployed -

peacekeepers in Mindanao who worked
alongside MILE

“We are Filipinos. We are Bangsam-
oro, but we are Filipinos. We are not

‘Malaysians, So whatever the position

of the Philippine government, we are

bound to support,” Ebrahim added.
Malaysian media had.reported Phil-

ippine Ambassador to Kuala Lumpur

- Charles Jose as saying that Manila was

maintaining its claim over Sabah, but
the Duterte administration would not
actively pursue it to focus on providing
assistance 1o thousands of undocu-

~mented Filipino workers in Sabah.

“Malaysia’s Foreign Ministry reacted

‘to Jose's statement, which was made
during a recent courtesy call on Sabah:

Chief Minister Shafie Apdal Shafie.. -
The ministry said Manila’s assertion

“over Sabah had no basis, although
Malaysia continues to pay every year -

the heir of the Sultan of Sulu.

S

of Sulu 1o the miaeral-rich Malay-
sian state, which is near Tawi-1awi,
one of five provinces under lhu

Bangswmoro leg;ou :
A ,2; 3?}&1%*1‘2

“The Foreign Ministry has contin-
ted lo reiterate Malaysia's position,
narnely the claims on Sabah are with-
out basis,” the minisuy said, adding,
that Sabah has been recognized by the
Uinited Nations and the international
community as part of Malaysia since the
formation of the Malaysian Federation
on Sept. 16, 1963.

"As such, Malaysta does not recognize
and wilt not entertain any claims by
any parly on Sabah,” the ministry said,

Malaysia had expressed concern over

“a proposal by a member of the Philip-

pines’ 25-man consultative committee
tasked with reviewing and proposing
amendments to the Constitution, to
include the Sabah as the country’s
136y federal state,

Sabah is home to about 2.3 mil-
lion Malaysians and 889,000 non-
Malaysians. Malaysia is still paying
cession money to the Sultanate of Sulu
although it lays claim on the Sabab, a
gift given by Brunei to the Sultan of Suh:

for helping queil a rebellion in 1658.

- AL JACINTO
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MNLF faction
seeks wider BTA
representatlon

A Fachun of the Moro National Liberation Front (’\I’\LI‘) is
seeking wider representation to the Bangsamoro Transition
Authority (BTA).

" In a TV inferview Tuesday, MNLF viee chairman
Pirdausi Abbuas protested as “tyrannieal” the allocation
of more than half of the 80 seats in the BTA for the Moro

- Islamie Liberation Front (MILIY) men,

[NV

The MILF showld not have a controlling majority
of the BTA.

Abbas is urging Congress to eall for an election
within six menths instead of waiting for 2022 50 the
“Bangsamoro people will be given the chance finally Lo
chooso their representatives and those they want ta be
in the governmeni,” _

" “Three years is a fong time and without the mandate of the
people, that is tyrannical. If's & noo for us because we worked
for this. We Iabored for this, We saorificed for this—not these
people,” said Abbas, _

Earlier, Abbas threatened te establish a splinter group after
the MILF was given 41 of 80 seais in the BTA while the MNLF
was given five of 3% seats allotted for appointees of President
Rodvigo Duterte,

The MILF negotiated the peack deal with the government
in 20, wiich led to the Bangsamoroe Organie Law that was
ratifiod earlier this year. However, the MNLE earlier signed
its own peace agreement with the Philippine government
n 10986,

Abbas, who claim to lead a faction composed of 32 MNLF
commaruler, stressed the MILF should not have a conirolling
majority of the BTA,

BTA interim minister and MILF chair Murad Ebrahim eadier
had said the three-year transition Lo be led by & team composed
mostly MILF men was delibevately done (o aliow them to transforn
from armed rebels to hureaucrats, EMN

g
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AS | said, the so~called People Pow-

or Revolution iz .a myth. There was:

nothing to celebrate fast Feb, 25, even
though it was declared a non-working
holiday.

This is- because a “revolution”
entails  something  else-—structural
change, to be precise. There are many
examples of real revolutions, and
what happened at Edsa in February
1986 was not comparable to them,

What in fact happened then was
just a tumnover of power from one
elite political family fo another;

[ scented, sanctified,
“glamorized 3

Historians Salvador Escalante and
J. Augustus Dela Paz of the Truth and
Justice Foundation said it o well
when they pointed oul that there was
never a revolution because there were
only less than half a million people
out of the more than 80 million Fili-
pinos al that time.

The Yellows simply glamorized,
scented and sanctified Cory Aquino.

Bscalanle and Dela Paz added that
there was nothing to commemorate
and celobrate, because people went to
Edsa to celebrate an accident of time,
place and personalities,

I can go on to cite,ins_tan_ces of
atige 'iij}.l’tf?gimé:;ﬂlr_o_t}ghou_i.-h_islc)ry,

-but-T-would“just be repeating what

others have said before,

It’s time we discontinued the hype
and malarkey.
: ok K )

What did the historic Pope Fran-
cis-initiated summit on sex abuse by
members of the clergy achieve?

- The summit brought forth not only
the sexual scandals and coverup, but
the willingess and readiness of the
Catholic Church to finally address
the issue. It highlighted the need for i
change:

It also allowed the victims to speak
out, As a result, concrete steps to ad-
dress abuse were identified. The most
important step wag that the policy of
coverup witl no longer be allowed.

We expect that after the Vatican

summit, the implementation of a 2016

taw holding bishops and other superi-
ors accountable for any coverup will
be clarified. ,

The Church now recognizes that
abuse, and subsequent coverup, are
egrerious crimes.

Pope Francis is indeed Teading the
cleansing of the Catholic Church.

* ok

The reported signs of discontent
among some scctors of Moroland
on the formation of the Bangsamoro
Transition Commission is expected.

For one thing, the Moro National
Liberation Front, the original scces-
sionist movement under Nur Misuari,
out of which the Moro Islamic Lib-
eration Tront came from, was “out-
side the kulambo” if you know what
mean, It was not included at al} ip the
Bangsamoro Organic Law. Alf

These’s a clear reason, Tt’s because

Turnto AS
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Misuari has Tausug origing, while the
MILF is a combined force of Ma-
ranaos and Maguindanacans. It’s al-
ways a tribal issue among the Moros.

This is also why Sulu did not ratify
the BOL in the plebiscite.

Now, President Duterte is talking..
- to Nur-Misuari, obviously 1o placate -
him considering the fact thal Mistari

enjoys o measure of influcnce among
members of the 1S-inspired Abu Sayy-

af Gro'up.

.....But_what can -Hutcit&..éili:n.Misu_x-.
ari—mency? Power?

1t alf boils down to the fact that with
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao, the MIF now
has power and money ~ by the bil-
lions, mind you. Other clans and tribes
cannot tolerate this. Can President

Duterte resolve this? Idoubtit, w0 w0
7 vMalacafiang “claims” that President

T am saddencd with the passing of
‘Makali College dean Tommy Lopez.

Tommy was my assistant during the

martial 1aw days when | was manager

- of the-public aftairs department of the

Rabert-Benedicto-controlled Kanlaon
Boradcasting System that operated
Channels 4,2,94nd 13.

Tommy and I enjoyed our days lo-
gether. He was a congenial person, &
Joy to wark with. My deepest condo-

lences to the family.
- : Tk N

Duterte had nothing fo do with the
assassination threats that Caloocan
Bishop Virgilio David has been get-

ting,

But didn’t the President teil people
te rob and kill bishops and priests, be-
cause they have been stealing from the
faithful? .

Now Presidential Spokesman Sal-
vador Panelo says that Mr. Duterte
was just using hyperbole when he ut-
tered those words,

I want to laugh but can’t, Death
threats are a serious thing,

His words against members of the
clergy who have been critical of his
war against drugs is sufficient to en-

courage criminals to take him seri-
ously. My gulay, with spokesmen like
Panclo, who needs encmies?

* k&

The continued dumping of water-
proof bundies of cocaine bricks on the
Eastern seaboard, supposedly by the
Colombian drug cartel, can only mean
thete remains great demand for drugs.

This also means that the market for -
cocaine has been growing. The poor
cannot afford cocaine.

wiwwemiljurado.weebly. com
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HE term was ot used in official pro-
nouncements when the Bangsamoro
A Organic Law was being crafied, but
‘minutes after political authority was passed.
from the Autonomous Region i Muslim Mind-
anao (ARMM) - a constitutional body -~ to the
Congress-created Bangsamoro Autonomous
‘Regton in Musiim Mindanao, the leader of the
victorious Muslim faction declared that they
~will taunch a “jilad” against corruption.
“Also on the same day, President Duterte

held a meeting with Nur Misuari, chairmaniof

the Maoro National Liberation Front (MNLE]
whose members complained that they were

left out in the rush to form the Bangsamoro
Transition Committee. Worse, several MNLF
leaders said they are repudiating the Bangsam-
oro Organic Taw, stregsing it 1s mmcccpmb}ﬂ.
They even averred that several appointed lead-
crs of the BARMM are unqualified, stupid and
“degpicable.” Misuatt himsetf s silene on this
ongoing acrimonious debate.

Filipinos who supposted both
President Aquine and President
Duterte on the issue of giving full
autonomy to the Muslims, short
of cutting Philippine territory in
the south and giving it to them,
are somewhat disappointed to sce
two or more factions of Muslims
fighting over the spoils’

As the MNEF-sulks from-its legislanve de-

“feat, the MILE is already ralking of jihad, and

while the rerm was used in conpecton with the

~ BARMM leadership’ benign or even praise-

worthy campaign against coryuption, it brings

: chxﬂs-m spineas “jihad” is an all-encompassing
~term that includes internal struggle, sarrender

-

-t Allah or God, seli-sacrifice, and ultimarely,

artyrdonm in the way of the suicide hombing
COMMAnILy.

The Chiet Fxecutives short tmeeting with
Misvari presumably ok up the tssue of three
forcigners -- Malaysian and Indonestan -~ who
had been held hostage or ransom by the Abu
Sayvat, a prg.ﬁbicm where Misuarts influence
may be a kev.

But most importantly, Duteree and Misu-

ari discussed the future of MNLEF under an

 MILE-led Bangsamoro authority, even after

the Bangsamoro Oganic Law had been passed
and ratified by the region’s vorers,

l?ii)ipimss whe supported both President
Aquino and President Duterte on the tssue of
giving full autonomy to dhe Muslins, shorr ot
C?H)Ti-ﬂg Philippine territory in the south and
giving it to them, are somewhat disappointed
to see two or more factions of Muslims fipht-
ing over the spoils. P)‘{ )
b ?:(-‘i(.fl}»z'ncming cltizens \‘x%:;uid ask: We thought

resident Dhterte promised « comprehensive
and long-lasting peace in the Southera Philip-
pines with the passing of the BOL? This wish
laoks far from ?.u:izl;g'r(;;.iixﬁi i othe Hrsy few
davs of the handing of power bevween the
;\Rf‘sl.j\l and the BARMM are anv indicaton,

Peace has been illusive in Mindanan, a0d o
s eredit, President Durerie has done hi):s Pt
reyving 1o setup the BARNMM and farer, the tederal

system of goverament far the Philippines. Let

ws ooy o ke these oascent insututions work
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L/ UNG® nais daw:

Katanungan sa
insurgency -

maliwanagan at makamtan ang
tamang hakbangin tungo satamang
solusyon sa isang malaking problema,

marapat lamang 1a hinsayin ito ng

tumpak at wasta.

Sa proseso ng pagtatanong .

malalaman ang kaliwanagan kung ano
kailangan gawin, Halimbawa ay ang isyu

sektor pantipunan. Maaaring budburan
g sili ang mga sugat na natamo ng ating
demndkrasya sa pagpayag ng “parly list”,

Mababang Kapulungon. -

" sa mga "progresibo” (kuno) sa aling

-~ Saan b taga nagst;&)_ﬁl&;: : ang =

Fis

ey TEG
A S BB

~ Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas sa ilalim

onimunist insurgency na sinabuyan.
“ng iba’t ibang banay o kilusan mula

Page: /?V
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nginga kapatid na Lava, Ito ang panahon
nang ipasa ng Kongreso ang RA 1700 0
mas kilala sa lawag na ' Anti-Bubversion
"Law’. 5a buod na paliwanag, nagkaroonng
pagsusuri hinggil dito hangganyg sa nabisto
ng Senada at Mababang Kapolungan na
may banta sa ating malayang republika

* mula $a organisadong grupo ng mga

kamunisla, sa pumamagitan ng pagbuwal

ating

ga" " ating™ republika? * ng ating pamahalaan at paggarit ng
Magugunita noong 1950s ang grupong  dahas.
Hukbalahap, na isa sa lumaban sa mga Ang payak na pagsapi sa ganitong

mananakep na Hapones. Kalaunan ay  samahan ay krimeng maituturing na
nagpalit ang layunin at anyo nito at  pinarurusahan ng  nasabing  batas,
nagsilbing pugad ng armadopg kilusan  Sumibol sa sunod na mga dekada ang
ni Luis Taruc. Naganap ang pagtatayo ng CPP {(Communist Party of the Phil.) na

nilulo ni Jose Ma, Sison sa Unil_:grsidad
ng Pilipinas (UP). Habang ang NPA ay sa
FHlacienda Luisita itinatag, Tama ba nuang
UP, TUF at iba pa ay maging paanakan
ng CPP ng mga batang mata talino subalit
walang kamuwang-muwang na nilululong
sa maling idcolohiva? Tama ba na ang
pondo ng bayan pa ang kina kasangkapan
para jhain sa mga totey na sikilin ang
demokrasya at isulong ang fnadugong
himagsikan? Nang tanggalin ni l"angulong
FVR at Speaker Jose de Venetia ang RA
1700, Jalo bang iumala ang terorismo?
Nang magkaroon ng mga komunistang
congressman, lumobo ba ang nakolektang
pondoe ng CPP para sa rebelyopz Panalion
na bang; buhayin muli ang RA17007 O&_ ;




demokmsyu

AGAMAT inildolo niyaéi ex-Pres.

Ferdinand Tt Marcos na pinatalsik
ng Bdsa People. Power Revolution
noong Pebirero 25,1986, Hinikdyat pa
rin ni President Rodiigo Roa Duterte
-ang mga Pilipino, lalo na ang mga
milenyal o kabataan, nanamnamin at
pahatagahan ang kalayaan at pagbabalik
ng demokiasya na natamo ng bansa
matapes ang maraming taon ng
diktaciurya sa falimng martial faw.

Hincﬁ nakadalo s1 PRRD sa ika-33

anibersaryoe ng EDSA One dahil may mga
mahahalaga siyang appointment nitong
Pebrero 23, Sa kuanyang mensahe, sinabl
niyang utivaasa siya na lahat ng Pilipino ay
makahuhugot ng inspirasyonsa okasyong ile
nanagpatumba saisang diktadorna sumupil

- sa kalayann, nagkadena sa demolurasyaat

- ginawang busahos ang bansa
*Tinawagan niya ang naga’ ik
ma pahalagahan ang Edsa People Power
Revolukion ha nagbifay-laya sa panunupil
ng diktador nia hawak sa Jeeg ang Armed
Vorces of the Philippihes (AFP) atng noanay
Phitippine Constabulary-Integrated National
Police (PC-INP), Pinamunuan nina datiny
Deferse Minister Juan Ponce Enrile atex-AF
Vice Chief of Staff at PC-ENP Chief Fidel V.
Rameos ang pagkalas sa Marcos regime.

Sa unang pagkakataen, hindi nakadalo
si ex-Pres. Iidel V. Ramos sa ika-33
anfbersaryo ng Edsa One. Hindi nasaksihan
ng sambayanang Pilipino ang pamosong

paglundag ni FYR na kanyang ginagawa
tuwing selebrasyon ng; Edsa Revoit.

Ayon sa mga report, medyo may sakit

ang dating Pangulo. SiIFVR ay magiging 91- -

Pres. X jmping. Ayon sa presidenie, may

200,000 Pinoy aug nagtatrabaho sa Chira.
Gayunoan, sinabl ng mga senador at g
DOLE nanagtalrabaho ang mga Pilipino sa
China bithit ang work permitat hindi sila
itlegal aliens doon.

"Gy pinakahuling ulat, nilinaw ng-

Malacaitang na ipatutupad ng gobyerno
ang immigration laws aban sa Chinese
weorkers na walang permit. Ang reaksiyon
n; Palasyoay bunsed ng pahayag ng Trade
. Union Congress of the Philippines at ng
iba pang grapo ng manggagawa, na dapat
- maghulungan sa pag-iimplementa ng batas
~ rangkol sa foreign workers upang matiyak
na ang mga Pinoy ay hindi nadedehado sa
trabaho sa sariling bayan. o
© Duked kay Soto, kinontra rin nina
Sens. Panfilo Lacsonat Joel Viltanueva ang
suhestiyonni Pres. Rody na payagas na lang
angillegal Chinese workers sa ‘Pinas upang
hindi gantiian ang libu-libong Vilipino na
nagtatrabaho roon. P'ere, Mr. President, nasa
Ching ang ating OFWs na dala-dala ang

A Kanilang work permit hindi tulad ng mga
T Chinesedito sa atinna walang work permit

“atisang health buff.

enyal:

anyosna sa susunod na buwan {Marso}. Nasa

bahay lang daw si #VR dahil kumikirotang
rout Si Mr, Tabakoay isa lang dinang bate o
kidncy kung kaya lagisiyang nag-e-exercise

— oo
Siyanga pala, salungatang mgasenacor,

Jkabilang ang, sumasuporta sa: Duterte
sadministralion; sa suhﬂskiyon ng Pangulo

na hacy:aan na lang manatili sa bansa ang
mga Chinese na ilegal nagsisipagtrabaha
rito. Maging ang Departnent of Labor and
Employment (DOLE} ay konlra samungkahi
niPRED dahil kailangang kumuba ng work
permit ng niga Chinese na nais magtrabako
sa Pilipinas, Badya nga ni Senate Pres. Tilo
Sotto; " Dura Jex, sed fex” (Latin legal maxim)
o kuing latagalugin ay “Malupit ang batas
rigunit ito ang batas”. Dagdag pa ni Sottona
alyado ng Pangulo, “ deportasyon ang resulta
kapagang mga batas natin ay nifabag ng mga
dayuhan.

Ipinaliwanag ni PDu30 na hindi niya
basta-basta maiuutos ang deportasyon ng
mga Chinese na ilegal 11a naglatrababa sz
bansa dalil baka gumanti ang China n
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Walang nalalaman
sa karapatan

INATIKOS kamakailan si National Youth Com-
mission (NYC) chairntan Ronald Cardema dahil
sa& proposal niyang aHsin ang state scholarships sa
mga estudyanteng aktibista na swinasali sa anti-
government protests ganundin sa New People’s Aviny
. {NPA}. Aniya, ang pagliban auiya sa pamzhalaan
ay paglaban sa nakararaming Pilipine kaya dapat
tanggalan ng schelarships ang mga estudyante sa
state universities,

Ang proposal ni Cardema ay nagpapakita na saiat
siyit 5a kaalaman sa nakasaad sa Konstitusyon ng
Pilipinas na ang mamamayan ay may karapatang
magpahayag ng saloobin. Maski si President Duterte

ay nagsabing hindi siya sang-ayon sa proposal ni.
Cardema,

Sabi ng Presidente, walang masama kung mag-
paliiiyag ng kanilang satoobin ang mga estudyante,
Expression lang yun. Sabi naman ni Presidential
Spokesman Salvador Panelo, ang pagsali ng mga
estudyanle su grupo na naka-aligned sa Left ay hindi
ground para alisin sa kanila ang scholarships.

Ikinatwiran naman ni Cardema na ang kauyang
proposal ma pag-aalis ng scholarships sa militants
ay inspived sa sinabi ng Presidente noon na ibibipay
na Iamang iio sa mga lamad o indigenous people na
gustong mag-arzl sa unibersidad. o raw ang kanyang
pinagbatayan at naninindigan dite.

Sa ganitong pabayag ni Cardema, nagpapakita nga
na salat siya sa nalalaman sa Konstitosyon. Maski sa
mandate ng NYC ay taliwas ang kanyang preposal sa-
pagkat nakasaad doon na ang mga kabataan ay dapat
hayaang magsalita ng kanilang saloobin, Lahat nang
kabataan o estudyante ay may karapatang magsalita
kabilang ang pagprotesta sa kalsada, ”?

Dapat magbitiv si Cardema sa puwesto dahif sa

+ kawalan nang nalalaman sa kavapatan sg mamama-
T yan na magsalita ng saloobin, 2
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NPA leader yields in Zamboanga Norte

By Hirohito Cadion

PAGADIAN CITY, Zamboanga del Sur -- A New People’s Army (NPA) rebel leader
has surrendered to military authorities in the Zambeoanga del Norte town of Gutalac,

officials said Wednesday.

Lt. Col. Leon Onggao, the newly-installed commander of the Army’s 42nd Infantry
Battalion, identified the NPA rebel surrenderer only as a certain lan, a team leader.

Onggao said lan, who turned over a .45-caliber pistol with ammunition, surrendered
around 7 a.m. Tuesday in Barangay Sas, Gutalac.

“lan is frustrated and disappointed with the terrorist group (NPA) leadership because of
the unfulfilled promises for a monthly salary of PHP7,000 and weekly support of

PHP4,000 for his family just to join their ranks,” Onggao said.

He said lan and other combatants were deceived by NPA commanders that they will be
killed by government forces if they decide to surrender.

Col. Bagnus Gaerlan Jr., Army’s 102nd Infantry Brigade commander, said they expect
more NPA rebels to surrender and avail of the government’s Enhanced Comprehensive

Local Integration Program (E-CLIP).

Gaerlan said E-CLIP provides the former rebels the opportunity to start a new life and
live peacefully as productive citizens together with their families.

Brig. Gen. Roberto Ancan, the Army’s 1st Infantry Division commander, has called on
the remaining NPA rebels to return to the fold of the law and “join the concerned

stakeholders in addressing our issues peacefully.”
Ancan, who is also the Joint Task Force Zampelan (the Zamboanga Peninsula and

Lanao Provinces) commander, commended the efforts of the troops that led to the
surrender of the NPA leader in Zamboanga del Norte. (PNA)
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2|1D slams NPA attack on Mindoro hydro
plant

By Saul Pa-a

CALAMBA CITY -- The commander of the Philippine Army's 2nd Infantry Division (21D}
condemned the burning of hydro power plant equipment by members of the outlawed
New People’s Army (NPA) communist terrorist group in Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

Maj. Gen. Rhoderick M. Parayno decried this latest attack by the NPA during the first
Regional Development Council (RDC) and Regional Peace and Order Council (RPOC)
summit at the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) RDC conference

room in Barangay Milagrosa, this city on Tuesday.

Parayno described the NPA's burning of the heavy equipment stationed at the 8-
megawatt Santa Clara hydro power plant on Monday as a violation of the International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) as stated in Republic Act 9851 or the “Act on Crimes Against
International Humanitarian Law, Genocide and Other Crimes Against Humanity.”

“The NPAs have violated, and is continuously violating IML to prevent the people to
develop, enjoy development and remain poor and hard up so that they will forever be

under the clutches of insurgency,” Parayno said.

Latest report reaching the 21D headquarters said the NPA arsonists torched three Volvo
articulated dump trucks, a backhoe, two KIA service vehicles, a fuel truck, two trucks,
two loaders, two transit mixers, two mobile cranes, a crawler crane, a batching plant

and a crushing plant.

Reports showed the rebels took along with them four laptops, 12 handheld radios, two
cellphones, a shotgun and a 9-mm pistol.

As this developed, military and police authorities are now conducting intensified pursuit
operations and beefing up checkpoints against the rebels.

Col. Marceliano V. Teofilo, commander of the 203rd Brigade based in Mindoro, said
that "due to the series of NPA setbacks in Mansalay and San Jose last week, they
attacked the soft target like the power plant in Naujan to divert the attention of the

pursuing troops.”

Teofilo lamented that the electricity that would have been generated by the hyrdo power
plant would have benefited the rural communities, especially the Mangyan tribal

communities.

“The Communist NPA Terrorists have already destroyed it and they are hampering the
developments in Mindoro province," he added. (PNA)
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