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1-3 | DOH records 68% drop in firecracker injuries P Star-1
4-5 | I1S-inspired group eyed in Maﬂ blast PDI-A1
BT :'Gov't can aﬁ@rd to suspend fuel excise tax-lawmaker SR P Star-2 e
8 Malacanang cites gams of ‘stmng and decisive leadership’ P Journal-2
9-10 § Rody to Pmoys Help defeat drugs, corruption P Star-1
11 Militiamen runs amuck; 1 dead, 2 hurt P Star-10
12-13 | ‘Usman’ death toll now 75-NDRRMC M Bulletin-1 =~
14 7 cops, 16 other people face gun raps M Standard-A2
15 Davao Region corners P15b in investments despite ML M Standard-B4
18 7 cops who fired guns face raps Tempo-10
17 Sundalo nag-amek: 1 patay, 2 sugatan Ngayon-9
18 Amol: Army corporal uias, 2 CAFGU sugatan PiM-2
A9 ,.?zu,N%EA,._u;ebeis,.kiﬂlekd,in_AgusanWSui:..cHas.h.with.,soﬂdﬁersw...U:.W.\ P Star-10
20 5 Army troops storm NPA camp, kil 2 MBulletin-d  §
21 | Troops kill 2 NPA rebels -in-Agusénisur“ ) M Times-A7
22 Top NPA leader nabbed in Mindanao P Journai-13
"""""""""" 123 | Mindanao’s top NPA leader falls P Tonight-11
24 2 NPA dedo sa engkuwentro Ngayon-9
25 PNP, AFP defend Negm& apamtsons Whach s!ay & P Tonightuﬁ
ol 26 .6 rebels killed . . P Tonight=-11...
=27-281-Peacetalks: An on and oﬁ’ relatwnshsp ; s B METImes-AB
28 Zambo Norie mayor’s son freed by Abu capﬁors P Star-10
30-31 | Maute, Abu ally tagged in mall blast P Siar-1
32 Son of Sulu town mayor freed affer 1 year PDI-A3
33 Injury toll in Cotabato blast climbs up to 34 M Times-A7
34 MILF chairman, ARMM gov condemn bomb attack M Times-A7
35-36 | MiLF denounces Cotahato mall blast; military sees terror hand M Standard-A1
37 Task force formed to probe bombing Tempo-9
38 Cotabato mall bombing ‘act of tervor’-AFP Ngayon-z _
39 ISIS-inspired terror group eyed by PNP P Tonight-6
40-41 ¢ Spoilers of peace P Star-7
42 Beyond misconceptions about the Bangsamoro PDI-A7
43 Terrifying idea PDI-A7
44-45 § Joma Sison: ‘Qut of touch with reality’ M Bulletin-7
46-48 | 1s radical 'change possible? M Times-A1l
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49-50 | PNP tags local terrorist groups in Cotabato blast WWw.pna.gov.ph
51 ] AFP not discounting ‘other groups' in Cotabato City blast & www.pna.gov.ph
52 CPR-NPA failed due to lack of credibility: nat’'l arltist www.pna.gov.ph
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rackers, the Beparhnenﬁ of Health: (DDH) yeslerdajr de-
lared a "hmtonc” red;gctmn m E‘he number cf fxrewurks«_

entinel 'ospltals nationwide : signed by President Dutertein

~Bince Dec. 21, of 68 pe1cen1:-3 2017, banning the residential
2p than the '._.'and personal use of 5ﬁrecmc1<~:-__f

- year, we've seen a 68-percent.

P . ‘reduction,”: he added. >

..-.pexcent decline in the ; num_' . The EO piovides that com-
._-'_Per ,of cases beheve t}us is. munity fireworks chsplay =
-ihe I : “must be organized to discours’
; age the household s af‘ re

- The DOH. clnef mamhme_d': .
. TunioPaged




thaf: the second reason Was'- :

B “ . one hand, with the reduction;
“ but on the other hand; we .
are: saddened because there
~are still cases related to fire-"
~works.. (We)need todoalot
“moreto acmeve zero casualty;" L
he added. : o
Meanwhﬂe, three persons

: the rans.
' ”Obwously and everybod"

-'wﬂl agree with me and T'can
g boldly say natuie;’ this Hme,
“took the side of DOH. Ithas
-_been rammg for the’ ‘past sev-
elai d"l s unrelentingly and T-
s also contnbuted 167

-'-‘che substantive red luction: in

Physxc:xan Arina Ma. Teresa.
e . de Guzman, provincial health
officer, said from Dec. 21,2017 -

’We are. grat;fled “on theﬁ"-'_i:f_to Jan. 1, 2018 there were 41 :

cases.:

Fi'om Dec. 21 2018 to }an v
°1,:2019, there were 34 cages’
reported De Guzman said. =

- Of the figure; 26 were active
cases or those who lighited fize- -
- crackers and were m;ured and .
exﬁ ht passive cases or those

o'were hit by firecrackers - o -

. thefireworks related injuries,”.

he added

N unexploded firecrackers in the

§ Watch cver"'t e1r
: Firecrackers that were soaked'

_An rains will. event"ually dry
‘and may be picked up by thElI‘ g

: _cfuldren," headded. -

- The New Year celebiahon
{_.alsa saw piccolo being ‘over-
taken'by kiwitis and boga as’
" the leading cause of injuries, =

}..waw and-bogn-ave-illegal

~from kwitis while boge-ac-

- counted for 16 cases; pzccala for
| 5 cases;. luices for eight cases

“a _15~Sta and triangle with

:'Barangay'.and'Sta Anain
~Manila. He assumed that the -

fireworks were not handled
by, professionals.

‘A total of 73 ¢ es. took:
- place on the streets: Whﬁe 59

.-_:happened at home.

" There were two. cases'of_
firecracker ingestion whlle-'_f_;
~ there was no stray bullet: m—

: ;3ury recorded by DOH.

svere males at 81 percent.

‘ages.of the casges ranged' from_ s
. related injuries was attributed.
by-local govemment_ofﬁmals*._ _

'--tw0t069

S Data also shcwed thati_-i :
-.Metro Manila had the high- .
- est number; of cases at 53; . 28
: by Western Visayas - Fi
‘with 26; Central Visayas with  h
137and Central Luzon and’
- the Provincial Health folce as..
i _of 9 am. ysa,szterdaa;sr

'Calabarzon (Reglon 4A} mth
-.'10 cases each S

. .snbxhty of children picking up

fatd P By -
* Bureau;, thére were 30 i mjunes- :

A majority of those mjuredz
The

: ﬂegal firecrackers in Navotas.
" “swhile others surrenidered their
“fireworks to. the pohce -
T _Malabon : A
. The Southern Pclme DIS-'-.

i the Yuletide season.

- 'PNP chief Director Gen-_'__-:.'

eral Oscar Albayalde said the: "
‘violators will face criminal
charges for their actions which

jves of others.

“The- fiﬂl%gh
All

s were caught:

'I_‘hePthppme Natlonai Po-x,.,.
“lice (PNP} yesterday vowed 1o
- hold accountable the 23 people
- ‘who were arrested for illegal -
“‘discharge of ﬁ:rearms dunng

could ‘have. endangered the_-

applied to these frig-

":'l‘ghtedb other people, - =
“The o des’c vmtn-n vas 75

years old.

3t10ns, stray buIIe’t v" il

bawmg
luees;

dua said 24 were injured by

“firecracker explosionsin eight
cities and municipalities in
f_Negros Occidental, excluding -

LDe Guzman sald all f:he"_:
“cases were: from blasts and -
- burns. There were no amputa-' _:

s trigngle, pla-pla, Piceolo;
aby focket, 5-sttzr whistle, -
'-__.-bomb and founta -
~The PNP~ yes_erday e
._corded 40 m]u_nes in Western«_

Semor Insp Atreen Cor-

- Bacolod City, from Dec. 24 to:

ol ervance ofali quzrements}__ '. >l

from Dec 3 to ]an I

~ Stray bullet Euaﬂaﬁrﬁ@s j |

_durm law.. eﬁfqrcement.on— =

P

mdlscrumnately
e promised Sfiff adm

Pangasinan

The absence of fireworks

to the

“percent based on areport fro

0\\

ministrative charges for defy--
ing Albayalde’s: dxre_c_twe not
 to lise their, servic firearms -

istrative sanctions await the
_ policemen, three of whom'
were caugh m_Metro Manila. ..

In Batanes all police sta-
tions in the six mummpahtxes :
reported zero injuries.

in Pangasman decneased by 17

lioilo and Pangasinan afte

Four persons were irjired

builets

n Barangay Aquino Nobl
West ]anuary, Tloilo:
‘Shewas brought ‘so}

: of'the incident.”

B J:
- 'The PNP said” there was
no fatality. attrzbuted to stray._i”

. Western stayas pohce:

. _authontzes said fwo people :
- sustained m]unes in 110110'.'.'
province; . e
Invest;gators saxd Magdale—
.__'_'---na Dulce, 59, suffered a frac-.
L Ctute onher head ‘when she -
~“washit by.a stray bullet while

‘watching a fiteworks display
ataround 12:40 a.m. yesterday -

Nuay . -
District Hospital for treatment
" but was not’ _conﬁne o

Another wcth, ]uhus Iuhe




CrTrwasa léf'ééféf and more 'Ilmla Clty
aceful compared 1o: 201!
i€ said over radio dzBB' :

: Engada, 15 WS s Hifin the nape
-by a shotgun bullét at around - -
“11:50pm. oni Monday in Baran- outsxde Wagchmg sorne nejgh-
..gay -Subong, Maasin, loflo. - D) . bors:at Barangay:Hibao-an . -

" Engada was brought tothe = zar, chief of the Nahonal__ “Norte, Mandurriao, Ioilo Cﬂ:y_j_'.
_-'-Feder:co Tirado Memorial' Capital Regien Police Office  lighting firecrackers when
‘District Hospital and: was chs-ﬁ.: (NCRPO); said there were - Stewart Mirasol ﬁred hzs gun A

: -charged after tréatment. . no gtray bullet victims in the - at around 12 30 am.
‘. The third incident occurred.. latest New Year’s Eve revelry, 0 :
-inSan Carlos Czty, Pangasman-_ . He'said two suspects were by respondmg members of

: the Iioﬂo “City qu_ﬂe' Force _'

“yesterday. -

: 0 nabbed for mchsernnmate fu--
Pangasm n pohce hie 4 :

; . : - tactical operatxonc : yullet ' _

64, Was. hghtmg a fz:ecrackerf yecorded six mdmcnmmate fir- 'K.The NCRPO’ 5TOC and the: ..

~ outside his house at around " ing inciderits but only one was - epartment of Health (DOH)

112:03 a.m. in Barangay Turac, . related to'the New Year cel- - also recoided 55 firecracker..

~San'Carlos when he felt pain ebration: This was in Navotas  infuries in Metro Manila, some

_ “on his right forearm. " ith the culprits arrested and = 79 pe1cent loweér than the 248 .
e De Guzman was b:rought to. the handgun ¢ conﬁscated injuries recorded.‘durm the

AI i

after residents complained to - ing and firecracker inftiries are
L ATou : the: polit eﬂla’cﬂw.eywereﬁnn ;
"”Poblamon, Basista Pangasinan,” - their guns in Barangay North- The Manila Police District:
~Anna Ma. Teresa de Guz- - bay Boulevard durmgthe New - (MPD) has not recorded any.
man; prov;nczal health officer;  Year’'s Eve celebration. . e Ustray bulletineident but e;ght o
' gaid Baniqued was admitted - Police conﬁscated from 'casefs of ﬁrecrac}cer—rélated e
“:at the Pangasinan Provincial . _the suspects a loaded caliber rere rej :
- Hospital in San Catlos Clty 45 pistol and two 5achets of .
“after he was hit by a bullet in' e
‘his right thigh which exited a
1’115 right knee.
Baniqued was --reportedl

: too 'runk and fatled to-even'

chief Semor Supt Vzcente:

‘Danao said yesterday i
-/ Danao said the mjurles o
~the New Year: revelry areona .-
-_'_tolerable level: o

and drug dealmg in'the area;
according to Navotas ch_:efpo—

down this year,” Eleazar satd.. . ... .

me*mvesﬁgator”Semo nsp:
Aldrin Thompso:

Jhome from a- dmnkmg session. *_ illegal possessmn of ﬁrearms. Visperas, Cesar Ramirez, le-_ -

“when he was hit by the giray ~ © Another man was arrested  bert Bayoran, Jack. Castamo,:-ﬂ.
“bullet. - for indicriminate fising in “~Jennifer Rendon' -

Snp ]cem Malontr spoke.é

for-the- I’ohce_Regmna

MAN-]
Ofﬁce 5, .s-ald a cmllan in Man

- 'Negros Occidental Police Pm i
" vincial Office, said they have
“not-vecorded any’ incident o
' md:scnmmate firmg or stray-

PNP spokesman Chze _
Supt ‘Benigno Dutana Jr. said.
“yesterday the celebration of
the New Year was: peaceful
anid with fewer incidents.
"% From Dec. 31,2018 to Jam. 1,
-4 total .of 85 incidents relate
o the New Year revelry were
recorded, It is lower by 42,56
percent when compared £0
148 incidents during th &
,penod last year.
rana said among these
“were illegal dis-
charge of firearms and people -
_arrested for use and sale of :
pr0111b1ted firecmckerb

‘Moriones, :.‘l'onda residents hgm up firecrackers during the: New '
Year reveﬁry SR - WALTER BOLLOZOS
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“The ammary says the bomb has the sngamture of the Dauﬂah Eslamiyala, gximter af t&ne Baanﬂsamom isl_a:m

o Freedam anﬂn‘?cen‘s that ?nas p!eﬂged aakegnam:e ta the !sEamnc staie ﬁnhada gmup ixﬁ Eraq amﬁ Sgn ﬁa.

Fﬁ@?ﬂ ﬁﬁ S

o By Edwm @. Femmﬂez
- @mqmmdanao

- “The-fatalities ‘were “identi-

: [1ed ‘on‘ Tuesday ‘as Jonathdn
© o Tasic Torribiano; 39, driver of |

.. BTC “Commissioner:. Melani

: '-'-'Ulama -and Mirlarm Wahab Kah,

B
gmup a8 pnssxbiy behind: the -
- blastthat kxi!ed two' peopleé and -

families;

relatives and frlends of -
_thosé who suffered. from ‘this =

mjureci ‘more than 30, others_-"_
" outgide a shoppmg malI here on:.

unhappy occurrence. To then;
we vow: that we.will get to the’

’\few Year 's-Evei-

L tlon for his. unit’s © offensive
.. against the' Bangsamoro Islarmcf_
' . Freédom Fighters (BIFF) anda-

" group: that” had ‘broken away -

: -fmm it the Danlah Islam:Yah.-----

.+ Both groups have: pledgedal-
S -legiance i0 the Islamic State {is)
S thadl group in Iraq and Syrxa o

. ?atahnes xc&enuﬁed :

5 Transxtmn Commission’ (BTC)
- and a woman who was about to

enter_theshoppmgm_ail

e ;:Maj Gen erﬂitﬁ Snbejana :

7% Athomemade bomb: packed':__
B with'cut niails and hall bearings -
~ Went ofF.in front of the baggage
-courter atthe entraince to South’

- Seas'-Mall “along ' Don :Rufing > -
'Alonza ‘Avenue at 1:59 pm on’

. Monday, 1<1ihng the driver of 3
- member.. of - the: Bangsamoro_.

: p
-_:‘were ‘doing last‘minute ‘shop~
~pingifor: the’ tradxtlonai New e :
‘Year, ceiebratmns oy
OffiCialS gaid" on Tuesday_.
that’ 34 other’ peeple wereins
f;__ }ured in the b!ast Three of them

. Scattened dehris, mcludmg.
itéms ‘sold for New Year's Eve’
‘revelry such as horns made of :
‘cardboard and plastic; giftsand -
a bluody shpper lay at the shnp-_’
:.pmg mall’s ‘entrance. - : _
“Windows of surroundmg, :
-_buxidmgs were shattered by the o

biast 2

~-seen carrying a box that he left,
- infront of the bagpage counter -
~of the' _sl_m_ppmg_mali It explod- .

‘edafew secor'i"d's i'ziter-

; they'"';i

'_ Semmi bamb

the Daulah Islamiyah. -

- He''sald the mlixtary had*;;
“some “leads” in the attack but-'
_did notelaborate. - oo o0

Abu “Misty . Mama, spoiccs~ I
person for' the BIFF and the -
v Daulah Islamiyah, $aid on Tues-
& -day-that neither group ha.r:l a’

hand in the:blast.” :
" Senioi” -Supt.: Rolfy Octavw

city poliee’ dnect_or said investi-

g The' expiosion prompted po—.

3 hce to gearch the shopping mall,
“leading fo the discovery of anoth- -
- er'bomb, ‘which they. destroyed,
“sald ‘Chief: Insp. Rowell - Zafrz, =~
: 3:sp01cespexsonforthe local police.
“Sobejana said the bomb that.
-went off had the' signatuze of




put on lockdowi, with 2 “no'ID,” - Responding o criticism that - -
Ho-entry” policy béing enforced - the blast happened despite the

at checkpoints and all pointsof - extension of martialiaw in Min-- -

exit and entry into the clty. " “danac for ‘another 'year, Col.

& militant Moro group ye- Noel Detoyato; chief of the'ARp .~~~ -

“PUBIIC affairs. Oifice, sald, “It .

me

. could have been worse without'... .

martallaw
. President Duterte. placed -
* Mindanao under martial law in -
May 2017 to crush IS-inspired lo- -
“calterrorists whi seized Ma

_spdttéépérs'o_n..---_i_-:;i_’fbr_-. ~Suar,
-Bangsanioro, ‘said the ;
accuse: IS-inspired - militants
-even before an’ investigation
“coul "_'_‘_arri'ed_'otiﬁ:wmilt_if}fus
Bt Itary takeover of Cata

AN20 as resi three

2 plebiscite. - ; quest,

ed charter of thelatestup to Dec. 31 200900

_Gov,. Mugjiv. Hataman of the -

Autonomous Region in Muslin -~

- Mindanao called the perpetrators

- of the explosion “evil,” and urged

i o1 e - residents of the region to pray for .

Bangsamoro. - Organic " Law- “the people of Cotabato City. = -

.__;mén:_wﬁo:ftefﬁ':'tn'é'éécoriﬁ:b'dm_ -+ (BOL),"which- would- establish < - - Evil-acts like' this will be.
“at the shopping mail’s baggage the Ba_l_le'gs"gn_icrb‘ Autoriomous Dbunished I this world and the -

R S vt --;Reg’iqn"-in}_-Muslim‘-M_ind&n‘&d,*‘is- ~next; whila all:'g'i)od__dééds_'wiﬂ';

dréi_tfi:_fy_th'e_ DPropos art
new. Muslim autensmous
gion on the'isjan;

-, 81015 Were. reviewing images
 captured by security cameras at
the shopping mallfor leads, -
0 HOCtEVio said a security cam-
_era capured the image of th

BOL plebiscite
‘The . plebiscite. - fo

counter. L e - on1n Muslim Mind _
- He said bomb experts regov- setforfan. ziand¥eb.6, - pe rewarded,” Hataman said. -

‘ered about a ko of cut nails, s  Aba sald a military rakeover < - Murad Ebrahim, chief of the -
plastic contaj ce: could Iimit the campaign for the. Mg amic Liberaticr i

-Plastic confain er with .-t"r_acé_é_s-_b_f - ;

black powder, and: cen. hone:

government
U UL s & campaign for the .
-Lockdown: Lt Gen: Benjamin Madrigal,. i ~ofthe _proposed

T arts

| Cotabato City Mayor Cyn- chief. of Staff of the Armed- amoto.charter, also-con=-
“thia Guiani-Sayadi on Tuesday Forces of the Philippines, con- demned the attack, describinig it

claimed the authorities had “in: - demned the bombing and gave-. as "ab act ‘of cowardice, jnhys -

-formation about the suspects,” . 'ass..uraﬁce,cf,_full-ﬁﬁliééfy?éddp AN ang BLIOCIONs.” ity e

A eration with thé--Phi!ippiné_ Na- . p NNETTE 1 ANDRADE

It Ad yét o dete tine. the . 4 WILL 1]
L motive for the aftag “oe o tonal tPolice:

101 of
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The government ‘can- actu
- ally afford to suspend the P1
“to P2 fuel i.ax increase that ‘coo

<P perties to take .advantage*i: e

- of the amnesty offer since the |

- estate tax has been cut from a3

: - high as 20 percent o just six "

\ taxpayer he 0pportunzty . percent under the Tax Reform':

) have a cIean slate by pay~ - for Acceleration and Inclusion”
(TRAIN) law. -

T Of - P1omillion
PS5 millionand exempts a fam-
ily home worth up to P10:mil-

: : uld easﬂy be offs
throug more efficient a

- lion (the previous limit was P1 -

) -ger
illions of- pesos from’ the'.

: mzlhon) from the estate levy, :
cr_q_llet_:t_;gr_;uand throu h_th lanned new-repriev: ' R n——

~levies on alcokiol and tobac .
products, and another b11__

ealL.
at of Internal Revere (BIR): an;'_
th L.;amnesty retutn accompamed:-




_ Romem'saad-he expectsthe
;..planned new amnesty offer to_.;::-Fﬂxpmos w1t11 prices s
be in place in tinte for’ the fitst needs, r;smg whxie ‘the:

Depu‘ry speaker and Batdn- these: coricy lejanc
- gas Rep: Raneo Abu said the  party-list group Magda
e ¢ Jiab ‘- He’ _r_:'tid_w_ lie t

- amnesty “will promote the
interest of heirs in developing
inherited real properties: and-':,'

T hoosreveriiies of Jocal govern-

e sign-

P U
g of real property records - ingofa memorandmn of un-.

and titles,” he said. -

- derstanding for’ tomt explora~ :
Z-Mssmamg@m i |

on,” he! gaid.
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: 59 percent -
2015t 45 percent by thi
‘end of 2(31? =

govemnentan&epohﬂ-:é ST
cal, diplomatic and socio-

“etonomic iipact of #he:

Atl; m'al'.['nbugalawa

- percentby the end 6£2017
w_h;le natmnyvide convic-

5
7 ests since. taking ¢ fice.
_-twio and half Years ago,
<o Mialacafiang sald: in
= 2018 yearend | po L6
- Presideéhtial: Spok 3 _
- persori Salvador Panelo ; aﬁcemthe governmen *For the gavemment‘ - cerns Telated to the peace
i MalacanangsS@page Cmng -Natonal ‘Eco- ;- drive against corraption’: '_'.processwﬁh thie Commiz-
oo repott, cited 'some of Hhe * npmiic arict Developmentt and exactmgaccounmbﬁ~ “nist Party of ‘fha' Ph:hp
C i Dusterte admustrahon S Authonty (NEDA) data, iy and ‘promoting: god piness New' People’s
* nchievements in the past the Palace said the Philip- govertiance, the Palacecit: -"Army/ Natiohal Demo-
yearwhichinclude theres:. “pine economy “has: beery: ed 17 Boracay officials: cratic Front, Moro Tslaraic -
<~ turnof the historic Balan-" % rdwmgatleastﬁpercentﬂ who' were' .charged; 237 Tiberation ant and the .
i giga Bells, 'declaration of:__._;.% ‘14 consecutive guar- Ombudsman decisioris; . MoroNaﬁonaIL&:emhon_.-
o he: thhppme Risgiagia’, :I'OI’S now. "T{'kuszsthestron—, 186 local ‘officials  police: " Rroat o0
-7 Mmaring Tesource reserve; ipestedonomic giowth the -_:deputat':onmﬂlgirawn 57 The Semmty Ciuster aiso :
: .s;grungofamemomdmn_ ‘countryhasseensmcethe-.'. Xl ; séal provided ‘recommendas
i ol reementbetween the.-. : <offici "titms thatwould atidresy

bhc react;ons o the list".
( fi

‘Abuse Cotincil (BADA i galdrug—relatedactwmes,___'
ind eight show-cause or- . and issue of extra-judicial.

. ottt of the
95 infrastricture ﬂagsth_ :
-prajectswhich havea fotal

b
o rehabiliaton _Borac:ay,’_
: _and‘the_ OFNT ;

S 1ssued4~and+m1ple~A ----- killings EIKs), %hePaJace_._
niented againisi illegal noted. ; i
'rmmngoperahonsm(:ar— P - i dlso the

e . President’s chifef legal

veshnentrequiremento
154 beillion” hawe ‘heen
: appmved by the NEDA &8

= —oferad of Novemb?ﬁ'zuw

-cctmsei--sald 9 wﬂl"

; ' plement tmn of the Phil-.
partment of Justice,” - and concerns 'ﬁhrOUgh the " ippine Natiosial Identifi-

ua thmmm ¥ inves: . CabinetClister o Secturi~ -cation: Systerny; the plebi<
‘_~t1gat10n banIogg werere-” - ty, Justiceand Peace (SIP). smte far Ehe Bangsamoro"

L Autonomous’ Reg:on in’ andtheentryoftheofﬁcml cm‘famlyenferthenewyem;_-_
- Muglith ‘Mindanao, the ._-___ﬂmdzna]m telco player: _.w:theutlms:asmandwg— 7
o eountiy’s: hostmg of thee " "With all thesé; the D -'ormservmg thepec)pie "

'Southeast Aszan Games___ :'_;tmte admmzstratum wxlf Panelo Sald T
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President Duterte yesterday urged
- Filipinos tojoin the fight against soci
1115 and tolearn from the 1essons of ’che :

' }New Ye ar's Day ‘message.’

:rupi:xon that stunt our development i

Letus Workhand mhand tod eat:}
: FUES;, crxmlnahty and cor=:

ge&'

agle
face as a natmn,” the Pres;den

-_'3sa1d : i
' Malacanang asked Pilipt
nostoj pray for the P_:esxdeni: t

. for the nation,
M KS e express our gratl
- tade to the Almlghty for all

the blessirigs we received in.
2018, we. welcome the new

iyear as an opportune time. to -
- réflect on the past year’sexpe-

“riences and'draw lessons from

- the things that had transpired, -
- particularly how successfully -
" the administration has bvers.
. come the cha]lenges -of the -
“previous yeat,” presidential -

s spokesman Salvador Panel"
“gaid in a statément; -
1% A another chapter fou

:Repubhc s history is about

o unfeld, let us continue to
“be umted in otir efforts and

gaiarugs
 less this year.

 enable him to attai ”hls goals “evenz

The ant1~dr11g W :

“Meanw

enforcement authorit

has rea('h 164,265, -

(

n relentless and strong
‘we must continue io .
“our: capabﬂmes and
strategxes to once and for all B
__put'an end to this merace
~that has long beery destmymgi_{ :
“many lives,” “he said in his
New: Year’s message to the
officers and’ persormel of the;
.counhy’ 8 iohce force.
' ile; Pre51dent Du—
terte’s crackdown on'ille- -
gal drugs has resulted in the
deaths of atleast 5,050 aileged .
‘drug pushers and users in -
-reported shootouts with law -

~'The number of drug sus-
- pects arrested since the start -
of the campaign in: Iuly 2916




public,
feﬂo

Albayalde urged his
ifice

. every member.of the organiza

“tion £o exert greater effort to- -

‘sustain this trend and assure
vour countrymen of ourbestin. -
ensuring more peaceful streets -
cand: safe co'mmumtles,” he-.:_,____
._j'Bangsamoro Organic Law this.
Janwuary in ‘Mindanao and the_f'

fsald

sis on sustaining their drive

o weed' out mlsflts w1thm'§_'-7

. the PNP:: -

ers 1o exert more:

“With the. downtrend- in:
“crime in 2018, I thus urge’

Albayalde also put empha~ -
- pidterm elections in May. " 0
“While all these will be at
the center of our efforts; letus
riot be remissin the perform-

L We Wlll make sure to putz'-
mme*iteeth {0 OUL- mtema =

Aware of the challenges.':-_-.;}cleansmg efforts wz[h greater :

_-and ‘expectations from the -_fresponslblh’cy and account-

Cability now--'placed onthe

shl of co

this yeat, the plebiscite for th

ance of other pollce dutzes ane

'responmbﬂlt:es,” hesaid.
~As'this developed mﬂztant_ g

~ activists,

i ansang Makabayan' natzonal' "
._.councﬂ member, pmnted out.’

- “Just thi

- “The regime’s line of cat

'eg'orizmg ac’musts, polmcal

““dissenters and government
critics with the armed revo-
lutionary movenient makes:
_those engaged in perfectly le~ -
gal, not to mention legitimate
_political activities, as targets - paramilitary’ recruits: among -
- of surveillance; intitmidation: - '
and armed attack by state se-
“curity forces oriented in brutal
_'.'-'tokhang«style nperatmnq,

Teddy‘

critics-and aﬂeged-

; - _comimunist sympcltluzers S

ized at least 100 corruptpohe i

ofﬁcers, nine of whom' were -

-kﬂied in alleged shootouts.
7 Albayalde directed the pohce I

.tobereadyfortwo ma;m_events

16 arrested i Negro

anti-drug and ant;—cr;mmahtyf g
campaxgn,” Casifioadded,
“In Mindanao, Duterte has:.:; :
ordered the: ~arming of more -

members of lumad communi--
ties while declaring rebels as

‘mere criminals and bandits,”
‘he said. - Wlﬂ’l Emmanuel .

.-13

. siOnental'f'
- on the pretext of an intensified
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vhile oemg treatedin a
-Aiej andm Enr;quez md

- .penmsuia puhce ditector, said the _"speci FaisalAlam,
~shot the victims without any provocation and escaped after -
5. %hc 1nczden ,&, - Raei ZP enq_ _

I
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R
P WATIONE LEANGHD NUUWATER

; "_-duc’uon and’] 1vIanazgement Council
. (NDREMC) said that the death toIl'-__'-'_
. Hasriseni{o 75 d4s-a résult of. tropical . wi
* depression ‘Usman’; mostly: caused'-”_-. s _ g E

S -'_-'NDRRMC tHE ough ‘the Management sl Rams over must 0f‘ Luzan g
“of the Dead and the Migsing (MDM)_-_-' Meanwhiie, the state: .
B Cluster is stﬂivahdatmg t‘he reported _.'weathm agency wal ned yes— $§ i

by drowning and Iandshdes

7 Office of Civil- Defense (OCD) Di-
.’--rector for Gperatmn.s and NDRRMC

_-Spokesman Edgar: Posadas, said of .

75 fatahtles _ i
the 75 reported deaths asof Tuesdav;..; i "Cagualties are still sub;ect for'

.ﬁmm nmg, 5%.are i the Bicol: Regwn, P valtdation and ver:fzcatmn "he'said,
“13.in" Eastern Visayas, and threedn - Posadas said at least 17 perscns;

MIMAROPA {(Mindoro, Marmduqne,;_ 3:"_were also reported: mlssmg in-the:
Romblon: and Paiawan), and eise~ :

; same regmns whzle 12 person from :




g cammunltles as ﬂoad waters contm-.--
" ned to rise due o an mtermutent
“heavy downpour since Dec. 30,

tEI day that ﬂash ﬂoods and landshdes

affected -by the Weather dxstmbance.-f

coEngineer Leandro Dungca J1 o

-arelikely in Cagayan Vailey, including -
Aurora and Guezonproviiees asrains
_will persist over most of Luzon due to -
: --'cancelled due'to the Weather chstur~
-j"bance yesterday '

“the northeast monsoon or amilian.
. According to the thppme A
“‘mospheric, Geophysical and Astro-
“nomical Sew;ces Admlmstl ai;mn

yan .
beia Nueva szcaya Quirmo Aurora'_

and Quezon
- Light rains

Catanduanes, ‘Camarines Norte;,
Scu sogon and Mas‘_':-

Camamnes Sur,.
bate :

Metro Mamla and the rest of Lu—'
zon will have partly cloudy to clotidy -

Dn'ector'an& Ofﬁcé'of Civil Defense

- (OCD): Administr ator Undersecr

AMA.Mtary Ricardo Jalad, said the damages:
“to agrieulture in'the Bicol Region.

-.aiready passable.

ill:also. be felt m‘
Ilocos Norte, Hocos Sur, La Union; -
- Pangasinan, Abra; Benguet Ifugao,_
I{a!mga, ‘Mountain ‘Provinece; Apas
‘yao, Bataan; Bulacan, Nueva Eeija;

“Pampangs; Tallac Zamba!es, Albay, -
*provxded P1;678,995 wozth of assi

fance to ﬁood Victmgin MIMAROPA
T ﬁBmol and Eastern Visayas. | gt

reported

Of the number, 28 road. sections are

Thirty-six dﬂmeétlc fligh

I"ﬂwer inten ﬁ;itl'

99 Power in 12 cities dnd smuniei-
. ':__pahties m MIMAROPA have alreadvu

‘measmes ‘a total of 6,479 famllxes;_
" Luls due to Iandsl:de Heavy equip-
i

 “Yere pre: emptweiy evacuatedi in 146. .
: ment ‘were a}ready on standby ]

..barangays in Eastern Visayas.

“The DSWD, LGUs and NGOs’ha

‘Search'and Besciein Bicol .

i He: sald the SRR Team are eom

g pased of 98 persmmel from the Phil:
ippine Air Force (PAF); Philippine -

nce ‘December -

: -"n1c€1pai disaster off:ce: Dungca sald

fJ ai_a_d_-_sai_d' .Se_ar‘c_h,'_;Re_scu,e a;n‘d' : "_that the Culat-Coso rwer IS no longer '

--aétlng PDREMO chief, said rescue

‘ucks have ahe'edy been dispatched
Sitio Vlrrey in Barangav Pingit,

‘Bitio Gabgab in ‘Barangay’ Buhangin’
.__and B:arangay Obhgacmn to pre-.

_A "angin Barangay Buhansin and

~"Kinalapanin Barangay’?mgit havej: T
“already reached its critical level.

I-Ieavy equipment from the. Ioca!

;-DPWI—I have started clearing ops:
erations- along the’ ‘portion ‘'of Baler -

= Bongaban in‘Barangay Diteki, San -

: .PAGASA said Visavas and MmdQ- _

; ahao will have generally falr weather

due 1o Usman’ has been esumatedff'

at ‘?242 129 035

Navy (PNJ, Phthppme Coast Guard.
_‘(PCG - aetio

today thh partly cloudy to cloudy-
: i ing.

Rizal, Quezon), MIMA_R_OPA Bicol

a_md Bastern Visayas.

‘Of the families affected 3 619:“
“Provineial Incident: Management.';.

. families are now.at 112 evacuatmnf-'.___
~Team (IMTD); are also conducting

‘centers and 128 famliles are m other‘_ _
SRR operations in Tiwi, Nabua, Iriga
and Buhi, as a response to repm ted -

shelters

. The Depéﬁment 0f Seexa] We!faz e -
‘and Development (DSWD) has piro-
vided Family. Food Packs and other"':_

rehef goods. - : Ca
28 mads passable Ry

" Jalad said that 92 road sections’
and thiee hndges itnRegions MIMA- - -
ROPA 5 B, and 8were aiso tepmted

: .and volunteels T

<o rAs this deve!oped 89 pe; sonne!
- ..'fz om the PNE DPWH; BFE PAE, PN, -
- and Coast Guard together with the = .
: gale warning retains in effect as .
“.séa travel remains risky over.the
-seaboards of Luzon and eastern'i'
_=coast of Visayas.

landslides and fioodmg ik
‘Aurtra riversin¢r mcal leve!

- Lro Meanwhile; in-Baler, Adirora, the L
B "i_provmmal disaster risk feduction
‘and management office (PDRRMO)
ordered yesterday a preemptive”

;evacuatzon inat Ieast three Iow—lymg

o

“‘public is ‘also warned of.imss]me”
flooding or iandshdes dumng severe__.._
---.thundexstorms : L

Due to: the sux ge of amzhan,

PAGASA warnecl fisherfoik from .

: -semng sailinto these coastlines duie’
“to rough seas that wxl] be dangerous :
Aor small sea’‘erafts. = 5

The rest of the ceunuy v}ill have.' :

.mcderate {o°I'ough seas. (W!th a Té-
“port from Anel Avcndana) N
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DAVAO CITYmDavao Region s on -
:_zrack to corner at least P15 billion in

investments in 2018 despiiemartial-law’ -
- _utte;s, an oﬁ‘“ clai of the Department.of

Region 1 has aiready-._captured e

vestment projects worth P14, Bbillionas
of_ J_anuary to Nov@mbe; th:s year, DT

--“li’ yOu move: aroiird, there are: Ay -
mﬁasmxcmies evewwhera The: sfcyhne'.- :

R :s'changmg very fast. The nuniber of ho-

te]s is poppmg up,”_ ihe DTI t}fﬁmal noted R
v : o

; -mvestmém promouon ac!:nﬁtmé suchas .
-- -the holdmg of Lrada i'*m's {‘orums, and'

,3'i111nlaaz heahh and soclal S
th P37ﬁ5 miihon agncui-f'_.. :

: .bag infrastructure pmjects asthe Davau :

“This is'an mdzcatmn that the: :eglon o

‘a seaport ‘that will host & shprmidmg i
£ facility, logistics center; a busingss pmk

SO bret:nspace i:.co-mdustuai Paric.{ T

--'-'_zs tight -for:'i vestment,” Banqueugo i
:.said_dt‘ngt_ : i &ic

~Business-and-1 nvestrent-Conference-

“and infofmation technology hub.

- Meanwhile, thé Compostela” VaHey

Ciwith b Dava Region’ 's economic potenual
1 He said- optumsm for the' egion’s -
_ busmess chmate g expected o di ;ve

bumness namelegxstratmn anne Davao .-
;__:Clt:y’ Thias close 1o 10,334 neiw buslness
Tegistrantsas of November ’?018 '

"'1aked in total mvestmem Ieads

and expansion pro-

Jccts in. ComVaI pmwnee are also B
" -pected in'the areas of p;ocessmg, pros
~duction; real estafe;
: develepment E’N" : L“-

:igd__ infrastriciure
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" Seven police officers: accused 'j-_f iday," Albayalde: sa:d S

of intliscriminate fiting durmg thie ™ “According to PNP records,ﬂireeof .

holidays: face disciplinary action; . -them arefrom the National Capiial

‘the'Phllippine Natmnal Po!lce (PNP) - Region Polica Office (NCRPO); one
Vowe yesterday - from Ilcu:os _Pol:ce.Reglonat OFﬁce o

Gperations: from Dec. 5
Jan. i, 2019,

: -+ Agide’from 'the seven ceps,_":.
The seven cops, whose ;dentltres 167 6thers -were also- nabbed: by -
- were withheld as of press time; are .- authorities. for mdiscrimmate o

“armong the 23 individuels apprehended
tiy-the*PNP-natichwide-wheb- plice
umts responded to 26 reports of-

: o : . : ' Py 4
A no mercy for errant’ persormei Who - -.enforcement agent {LEA) {Wéari:m- :
- wﬁi ﬁre the:r guns to ceiebrate the‘ Sadungdong B
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S ek
Sundalo nag-ax

< Hindii -1 um
i

amok: 1 p

umabot ng Ba-  bitbit

rparathabang sugatarian _ _
- Jatawang CARGU (Cilizen 5150 ng: g abala
©riAfmed Forces Gedgraphical ng mMga biktima sa. pagha-

rUnity; Imember ‘makaraang: - biantay sa kanilang himpi-

;:aagbei_l}airﬂ_in';}ng-j:hag'f'amck- _fan,._s.'ai;}gap'aiagan:ﬁ'r.an_de: B
- :ha sundalong kasamahai sa 'Djétéc'_h_rrtei}t..Patrpi__;_Ba_se';';-
ool g Kanllang datéchiment . 5th: Company ng Philippine |
hoong Lunes o bisperas ng ATy sa Brgy, Kapatagan:
- Bagong Taon sa Isabela Clty,. Graindé ihg siyudad nani bigla
Basilan, e nd lamang magwala si Alam.
v S&ulat ni Police Regional S AT a_dq._;“r}g_.M_-_f_b"_riﬂ_e.:_
- Offlce. (PRO)-9: Direcior P/ “pinagbabarii ng suspek’
Ehief Supt: Emmanueltais: - ang nasorpresang mga kasa:

Licup; ‘Kinifala ang nasawi - ma' kung -saan: hapufuhan
-nasi-Corporal Sali Tagayan “dng sindalong si Tagayanna
- hebarig eng mga-sugatan ay . kanyang agarang JKinasgwi,
= hakilalang sinaAlejandro En- 0 USEANam ay desperado’
tiquez atIndanari Mustamad.: umano:at ;m_ay_-'_maggat na:
“reoAgad- ndmang Himakas ' problems bago nangydriang:

- Ang.suspek nasi Faisal Alam-insidente: (Joy Cantasr
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M‘fmx ARMY mﬁmma,, UTH seff":
o 2CAPGU SUGATARN

Ismg Army-Corparal ang idinekiaring dead ‘g ar-
al hﬁ%)'mg *n’xlui.han“ i tsug'tt'm ang dqi.m"ma CAFGL i

~3:500mg inpu!s gj( 'zbahmw mga %nkttrm sa panbah:mlay s
: -L.‘zul'n" h:mplhn §iI K'spmagan Grande Dbmchment Patzol

: _'uchd n'mo ‘bigla na famnn pin 5 ! g
CBlispek ng armalife ang inga blkrima kun%’umm umhzm
: iCp} Tagn i, ~foy. szta?— s
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of the rebef _'gi_"qlip',_

of the Who left their dead
¢ oo o cohiorishehind C o 0 o T
WO Co’_m_miiﬁist'_New_:_lf’eoplé’s R Col. Edgardo de Leon, 43rd Divigion
APy - (NPA): fighters were Reconnaissance Company coimmander
killed-in an encounter wi th” - congratulated hig menfor the siiceess-
: go_v__er'mnentjtrao'ps_::m-_B_ul_;i'd~ ful operation. S
nof Monday, - o - 4th Infantry Division commander
' -~ Major Gen. Ronald Villanueva, who
s also the acting commander of the

. “Avreport i'ea'ch_ing'Camp_'Aguinalda
said troopers from the Army's 8thInfan-: ¥
' _ Eastern Mindanao Command (Bast: -
inCom; refterated-his callfor NPA"

Ly Baltalion and 43¢ Division Reeon-
il

naissalice Company
T CAp e HoTta i nous
- Bultidnon and Agnsan dels

»,

Mindanao Re _want-to J{_:h_él_l_en'ge4ou_rfg'o_i_rsrnm'ent, 5
reportsaid, :Sh’oiviu_s”'Wh'_:t-y_c_r'u've"ig"oﬁ;3_-Edr_"jtficjse.‘
- -Aside from ;kill_in_'g'tWo‘_'reheI_s,-ithe i owantingto 'f:aké;the_pai;h-utt_:if_re'ai-p'eace, -
s91_din'er_s-»élsb—t«;ei'zéﬁ“hVO"MMTines. oot come to us and we will hielp you,” Vil ;

- Troops were pursuing the lanueva said;
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znmnomsﬂ Chy: Govemment zmopsi
lashe ' - _
“gents and killed two of the Tebels- offenswe is still contmmng m the -
" inl Sai Liiis fown in Agusan del Sur, - province, aknown NPA fait. =
5 officials said'on Tuesday. @72 v The identities of the dead were tn :
'Accordmg 16 the officials,: the’ 'Imown, and the NPA did riot re!ea.se:“
‘highting erupted village : any iriformation on its ‘casualties. -

+*after soldiers stormed a hideout of% - President Rodrigo ‘Duterte has
+the New People's Army (NPA). . ordered the military to destroy the
“ 7 The troops recovered the bodzes :: rebel grolp after peace talks col-
‘of the stain rebels and theirweap- ** lapsed: despste repeated attempts :
*-ong after the fightiiig on Monday. to- restart negotiations. o S

_ -Solam:s also captuféd

: rebels jailed: across the coumry'
';_-before agree;ng to-a ceasefire,

+atticks ‘onl military ands poi

i rargets in: the provmce e = HUAQNTG

A
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Sunday captﬁred the iop
womest-wanted. New Peo
oh

ounced-yestei'day
~Joaquin’ Mardini

" piost waiited ‘orminal in

+-'the’ province priof 10 -his
arrestinBarangay Tagea-7: -

- tong iiviCarmen, Agusan ©.,
i-del - Norte-by . combined
«agents of the Police :Re--.".
onal Office 13 and the
hilippineArm pd30am.
izal Day."
irector Chaef -

'_:last ahirday,
o PROIB,
“Superintendent Gilbert

L an
i alias ‘Ka Alto/junsjun’ -
. was described astheno, 27

Brigade based in Bancasi,

“and, Detection Group. -
" The suspect yieldedacal- ./
' dberd5 pistol withaload- .
ed magazine, 22 hve'-cai i
i iti i “in Agusan: del IN

The: official sald thar}_.,
the ‘suspect was finally
caught. following weeks..
~of surveillance by mem-..
sbergof ‘the 'Army's 23 ©
Infantry Battalioh under
i the Armiy's 402" Infairiry.

-Ieaders i

Bituan Cityand the Agu--
. sary del Nortz Police Pro-:::
wvincial Officeand the PNP

Criminal’ Investigation
- The suspect was, .also bes
lieved o be- involved in .
an attack ori the Carmen-
Municipal Police Station .
te on

- pectis wanted for the kill-
ings of several Lumad -
Cégusan del .

_ spec1f1caliy for the'death. =
~of a'Mayor Otaza, Ricar- .
‘do Sulliayan-alias “Datu
g Doy Saliganan” of
iNasipit; Datu Ernesto
MandahinogBurdiosand -
‘civilians: jane ‘Burdios, '
.]umorLtgsanan,}RCastd-

la, and Lauro Hunasan.

.magong arealastJuly 22.

Thesuspectisnow fac-

Wsive

TDCCHizsald that Mad i

hand granads™
<% The'suspect: was accused n

i the reg:on afud: :s the

involveimerd:nicra

- '-'.-Mfarch 16, “2003'“"’:"11‘1(:1“%515- T

i %addmonal non-bafl=- -

ﬂ-ab e charpes: for - Megal’

: possession of eign !
83t -and ae;
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- ‘Bunday eapiured the
" bop most wanied New
. People’s Army rebe

~eiHls ann unce yes- g
._terday. : :

doaguin Mard:man

ahas ‘Ka Alte/Jun<jnu’
SRl also ‘degeribad g’ the
o2 most wanted erimi-.
- nalin’the’ proviriee prior
to-his arvest i in: Bavangsy .
. 'I‘agcaton? in Cmmen;.

Apusan del Norte Hy.cofn-

- “bined agérits of the Police
. Regional Office 18 and
: the -Philippine:Army:at

‘eport {o PP
o ‘Natmnai Police chief,-Di-
‘- rector. General Oscar D.
-Albajalde; PRO13 direcs

it A0y amyetast: Saturday;"
~the Rizal Arind

pine

spect yielded g
caliber ;45 piatol: with'a

loa;dedsmagazme, 2 :
“ealo 45

ities in the reg is:
-the subject of sevexalj-'
‘warrants: of ‘arréstifor.
muinple U ‘Cruz

vanted fbr the lullgangs of
several Lumad leaders in :
-Agusan del Novie and

“Agusan‘del Sur specifical
Iy onithe: death ‘of utie-

Mayor

QUYL ahas'"Datu Ra
Doy Salig f Nasip

ior Ligaanan, JR C

5 Buri .
~iang Jané Bu:&ms‘% in-
and Lanro Hunasa

“'tor; Chiief Superintendent
+ Gilbert DC- Cruz said.
“Madyinian - i§-the: com--

. Aiffvad Dalszma

'.;.(SP

: _..suapect was
caught: followmg weeks

- of .surveillance :by. mem-
~rhgve-of the:Army's:285d -
"o Infantry Batialion under .
s the-Avmy's 402ad Infan-

..~try Biigade based in'Ban-

- casi, Butuan City-and the -

mandingofficer of tha~
Specml ~Partisan Unit
1):and Intelhag}:j&ce:; .

: -"gtonal(‘umm!ttee
_:WAN T :

:The:; offlch smd the'

i finally

Agusan dal Norte Police

A}

-~ Provincial-Office and tha -
_PNP Criminal Investiga- -
Cotienand: Debectwn -
- Gmup s
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T SR e TR e,

VORTH COTABATO - ang Mg
‘miyermbiranig New Peaple’s

Arrny (NPA) ang napatay matapo:

. bakbakan: Narekober mula'sa kuta rig NPA ang dala

. ‘Midifles. (Rhoderick Befiez, Joy Cantos}).

NPA dedo sa engkuwentro.

‘makesagupa ang mga-otoridad sa hangoananng Agusandel.©
“Sur at Bultidnen; partikular sa Broy. Binicalan'sa San Luisea” -
' hisperas ng Bagong Teon. Sa ulat kay Lt.Col. Ronald filana, -
" -commander ng 8th infantry Batialion, nilusob ng plnagsanibna -
- “niwersa ng BHYIB at 43rd Division Reconnaissance Company-; -
“ang uta ng mga rebsldeng komunista sa Brgy. Binicalar sa
‘San Luls, Agusan de! Sur. Maliban sa dalawang niasawi; may .
- -ilang mga kasapi tintig' NPA‘ang’ hinifiinalang -nasugsidasa-
ng




o

h;hppine National | with anthority’ g

o Pﬂliee and - the Armed Fore-
yestarday -defended
: their series ‘of anti-criimi-
~‘nality eperﬂtinus fn “Ne-

o uf Repu[ﬂ:

AT lntes pr{apaganda :
fthe Comprehensive Fir

on; the matte

ations: Act of: 20k

jaganda By il :
< Panaligan: Commiid ‘oithe’
':{ssues‘_of Extr u_dsc;al i

pahnes uf L
“aftad ‘snd Sta: Catatina. amt
Guihulngan City:on Décer-
.ber 27,2018, said PRO’ P
i direcior;. Chiof: Super" ten-
dent Del:mid M Sinslis

:n‘tlﬂy ‘canipaign©io malign
; d bt

-imals. and:unaut!mrlze ' per- CPP-NPA are baséless, Tt aifis
sois -1 e province.

“Wewill always sta

iven by the
courts through'. valid se'trch-;_;
“enfraists-against alt Hose who -
Zhad viotated the law ‘as we'afe:
duty-boiind ‘to serve and pro- -

armis aiid- Ammusiition Kégu-
3 issued:
-pgdinst the suspects Tast wiek:
: hesubjectst of sthase™
~‘seirch warranits are those who'
~posséssed warepistéred five--
- Armis. that Gurl be a7 arent facs '
I- iar for r..nmma!mes to'thrive::
i the arer: These' brought 1s
Sl Bl 10 the Bxdrétae bonntd--
‘arics of e region fi*Order to
Fulfill por sWorm doties and re--
_spunssbﬂmes,“ the Central - _
i; Pt i wirdespread camage If we'are.

Sinas !ambasled 111&: NPA
o riding 01 their ‘anti-érim-

to- desirdy the eredibility’ and-
stncerityof PNP.and AFPin

“gan; Cominand of the CPP-

‘ments vactsmlzmg mnm:mr-'
CivHANE" he Said:- SR
Siris said there Were. 5 ¢

sudlties doFing the Faids in o

-Guilhngan- City anid another
i ’ ataimn mﬂmmpahty-- I

“City raid was identified s Josis
~Dandon’: Istigan, & mai s
“pect in-the brital killing of /

Ait*iFarce - Staff: Sergeamg :

Mark: Herhert Oheres dadana

vary 2018
- Sinas suid {sug'm is tie st

Ajectof & warfsat-6f arest for -

mufderiin’ connection" with ' - -
he Killing-of :the ‘Al Forée
servicemian and Anothisr wars

-rant ef atrest for -arsoi zssued -

Tt wotlld have ‘been A

. ing | pmtocoi-' :
in"police’ opamtmm a5 what -
tle CPP-NPA falsely accused

against s, We respept the -

very"human e
ed

“The Leonurdo Punali-

NPA -through its spokisper-

apiiliRate sxecitHon of : ~easing the thirsat ou-caitied
3 r_pohu: funatmns clothed by the dubmus Iawless elr.-

son_Juanito Maghana ac- :

“cused us of 27 itlegal arrests - .
rand & Extrajudicial ‘Killings, - -

-harmy performed the:r
b

Ve g
i Mayorof. “Guilulngan'su
1 port.the said: openuon Af g
“vioild Have been iltegal? Péoy .-
-ple Have, witnessed how'the - -
“mayoriof ‘Guihulngan sup-.
17 ported  the P :
stionals Police’and the Bhil- .o
:‘;1ppme Afmy o the massive
sservice and: execution -of

~Could-there- ba'xﬂegal""arrcsts
‘when“the police’. md}‘ the "

hilippine Ba- -

seafh wirrants; Clearly, the

__'mtn«ues of ‘the CPP-NPA
-aremadipuiative fnotions.
~deemed to persuade their .
“puphorters from retgining o
~the foldsof the law intes

‘srating-buck into the, mmm A

Strénm: uf om‘ soclely, Ss~ o B
iy said

T Whit we did < wWas o depi o
recite lawlessness™ in our en- .
tire “aies of ‘responsibifify de-

“gitiniately backed-up-by the - -

Philippine Army-to’ vibragt- -
[y display thie strength of the

“government. to fresérve ’the

[ precious peied” iad | order.
; Ti!'cre::wctc"uo geeusulions; -
- o proliferation of wild idens 7"

-ty 10 the Tagi e

Svdrrants ofF ek

that theke people who were - -

“arrested are m\,mher» of the 7
COPE-NEA oy eviddeg dastheiy -
\L"

vighich
Fointrage- e
e -
mam E@:E?.mﬁ“

clearly destribad 1l
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f 'SIX members of New’ Peap!es-Army (NPA) were Kifled

- while: 24 pthers: were arrosted in. serics of law en-.

nt operati m, by cuml_n_nedi eleniénis ol pi-

: _and‘PNP from'December 271029 m Guitirdngan’ Ctty

~Setzed from !mm were 2 cai 45 and a9 mm pﬁtul a8 wel[ :
as.assoried nmmunition. zaida del@s ﬂ%eyes _

dn:Nefiros Occl= ..

The:fatalities died: from: perauom ondubted:by; AFP- S




FROM the time he won the 2016
presidential elections, President
- Rodrigo -Duterte unequivocally T
said that he wanted to go back o
“to ‘the miegotiating table with : ; :
the National Democratic Front
(MNDFE), the political wing of the
Communist Party of the Philip-
pines (CPP).
When he won and subsequently
took his oath as President, Jesus
- Dureza; his then aide and adviser

on the peace process told him
that several NDF officials were in

Davao City to talk peace with the

incoming government.
CPP founder jose Maria “Joma”

r=--isonralse-held-a-video-tall-with -~

. Duterte as the new president was

opposition, especially from the

‘preparing to assume office in "
Malacafiang. This sparked a lot of

opposition.
n july 2016, Duterte approved

a six-point peace and development

~agenda, which also included the

{n the Sierra Madre mouniaing, FILE PHOTO BY BENE HL DUAN .-

: g ~ Members of the New People’s Army, the azmed wiag of the Commnist Party,
Barciah el S bomdatarel o

imeline of the peace tallg withithie
~ CPF, NDFand their armed wing, the
New People’s Army {NPA).

HHe then declared a unilateral
ceasefire for the government dur-
ing his first State of the Nation
Address {SONA) but a few days
later, the President lifted the truce
after cornmunist rebels ambushed
militiamen in Davao del Norte,

In February 2017, Duterte de-
clared the end of peace negotia-
tions with the communists. Then
followed the off-and-on engage-
ment between the governmment
and the rebels.

The President issued two proc-
lamations: one, formally ending
the talls and the other, declaring
the CPP and NPA as terrorist or-
ganizations.

Howevel, Duterte, again,
changed his mind and or-
dered the resumption of the
peace talks, ordering in April

City court granting the request
of several NDF consultants to
travel to The Netheriands for
the negotiations.

Negotiators from both panels
held backchannel tatks in Amster-
dam and both agreed to continue
the peace talks in Oslo, Norway.

However, later in June, Duterte
ardered another cancellation of
negotiations, citing that the gov-
ernment would first have to study
the signed documents during the
backehanne! talks including the
joint Agreement on Safety and
Immunity Guarantees {[asig),
among others.

This earned Sison’s ire. He said
that the CPP would close its doors
10 any possible resumption of
peace talks. But, he backtracked,

noting that he was misquoted by
some media outlets.

4

this Year,"follbvﬁéd:ljy a'Manila:

Peace sans Duterta

According to Sison, the Left is no
longer optimistic that the negotia-
tions would take place under the
Duterte administration.

“The NDFP is no longer opti-
mistic as when Duterte promised
on May 16, 2016 to [grant] am-
nesty [to] and release all political
prisoners,” he told The Manila
Times in an online interview,

In November,Dureza resigned
adviser on the peace process , tak-
ing command responsibility for
the anomalies uncovered in the
Office of the Presidential Adviser
on the Peace Process {OPAPP),

This also irked Sison, who
said that Dureza had been sin-
cere and open about holding
peace negotiations with the
comumunist rebels.

After Dureza's resignation,

forces chief Carlito Galvez Jr.
as the new adviser on the peace

~process, which coincidentally,

came after the latter mentioned
that he had applied as consultant
of the Opapp.

But Sison rejected the idea,

“Duterte is practically a captive
of his own security cluster whose
officials dictate on him a militarist
policy of suppressing the revolu-
tignary forces and the people and
seeking the destruction or surren-
der of the NPA," he said.

On the other end, the defense
and military establishments re-
jected the peace falks with the
rebels citing lack of sincerity from
the Left.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lo-
renzana, however, said he might
treconsider his stance over the
resumption of peace talks if the




' CPP and NDF leadership would
B show smcenty and. truthfulness o

-inpursuing peace.”

i Lotenzana laid: down condl—:
4;;:10113 that could make hin change_
- his:mind about peace. negotm~-:~

tiofis with the 'commumsts

returiy 1o the fold of the law, -

- Lorerizana explained | that un”
5 der E-CLIP, rebet-strrendeters are =
provided with housmg, livelihood, - -
‘cash’in: exchange for: firearms,'_}
_medlca! care; education; . oo &
A5 to thesecunty:mplicatmns.i-'-_ e A

Cmern;. comractors,

These include™d stop to the
-rebels’ extortion 'nf by ness~_:
miners and -

 plantations; a stop 1o attacks
;_.and klllmgs of SOldIEI’S, pohce-

.-'.-'_-agreememtoag aseﬁrethat ”h s*-':l ;

-he ‘st the cancellation ‘of the
peace negotiations would be ”fa~.'_.-.:

vorable” to the country, .-

- "l'am confident- that’ {the] gov.

:emments current pmgram Aaps

8 proved by the Preaident will
fi

.- mechanism 1o account forall

t {of these]

- separate interview, .

. “They have reaped a!} the ben--:_.:.:_
- eﬁts and ac[vantages of peacetalls
Chelding a fore:gn countryin. the'-'__._

;)ast 30 years, he added.

-.f‘ﬁ%m y@u Ecaddmg?’

" “NPA regulars and their firearms.”
' ‘e are just .
' .fooimg ourse!ves or they are just -
~fooling us,” Lorenzana satd in. a"

Forthe mrlxtary, Sison's alIegatlons s
‘that Duterte is held ¢ captive by the
- Cabinet sectirity cluster bettays.
that "Mz Sigon'is detached from::ooo
- reality, His age has caught upwith’
histine ofreasonmg Maylrecom-ﬁ :
- mend that he see ageriatrician as
. soon as‘possible,” said Col. Noel: -
' Detoyato, AFP publ:c affairs chlef o

- Lorenzana rep! zed ”Peacemth the
“communists dunng the Duterte

- militarization of the govemment 57
‘peace panel after Galvez was ap-

: _;.ummlsn"auon? Are you' klddmg?*“ “poirited to the Opapp. -

“No," peace will not be achieved

: the Premdent has ter inated talks

"No peace talks will be affected.'

with-Sison-and-the- NDl‘—because“"because there” mﬁh“ﬁqﬁ'ce_ta!ks -

g _-locahzed_. ;

vilitary and ¢

"-'Defénse secretary htmself haci

: been pushing, -

Heé also boasted of the En-'
-"hanced Comprehenswe Local
: -}ntegranon Progiam{ E-CLIP) that

- the governmient has put in place:.
= for NPA: 1ebels th surrender and

g .
cand NPA leaders | may’ be pos-.’_
“sible through the Initiative of
' 'ace talks, 2 move -

hasbeen addressmg the oot cause

. of the communist- insurgency in
-lhe counny, which he axd Wasr _

-.__jadmxmstratmn change ity mtnd__:
over the resumption of the peage.
. negottazions, despite Lorenzanas

re;ecnon of theidea.

nEMPSEV Rsvas'. '_

e assured that the govemment :
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~sonof Mayor Eddie Quim

- of Labason, Zamboangs del
e

- Norte, who was kidnap
by Abu Sayyaf bandits -
- in September 2017, was

- reunited with his family on

“fnan Jelster Bd Tiy Quinibo,

28, vras released by his cap-
fors in Barangay Anuling,

Patikul, Sula. He was taened |
~over to former Sulu governor:

-Abdusakur Tan 'S¢
e presented 1o,

181

_Command headquarters,
o "Twould ke to thank

-President Duterte, (former

-special assistant to the Presi- -

beforehe 4
SONT1E

 {my son) to lose weightand -
Sitseems going uptoithe
“mourttain did it “ he added

‘between his captors arid the
“military during his captivity,
- “Thete was aninstance -
- whenIthought it wasmy
- last... we were sleeping

. when... we were attacked and

ed at least 10 encounters . . .

bombardec-withcarmors by =

iYL Calied o ran- -
- -som was paid in exchange for
Jeltser’s release but admitted

giving an unspecified amournt'
of money for “expenses.” .
. The military said thise {©

~dent) Bong G, (former)
secretary (fests) Dutess anc

-:_: ;fo;'_eigne_rs and thiee _Filiﬁif%os :

main in the hands of the:

Ab
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' By JAIME LAUDE
_and EMMANUEL TUPAS'

‘Iast Monday’s? -
bombmg of.a sho
i Co _abato_._C'

Sobe;ana yestmday smd.ﬂuhalj :
- investigation showed the de-

szgn of the bomb _was sxmﬂai_. -




S vendom and cm‘mnuter L
A ! - Two people were. iql}ed ;mtanﬂy wh:le
ER e b : 36 others were brought to different hospi:
.--lo Isiamzc "»‘caie {}’S} : . tals for medical treatment; Of*‘mais md T!D :
““We are looking hele at {he Datﬂah Is ofthe wotnded Wiste minors, :
: Ian'u ah as the per setrators,” Sobejand said. ~ Durana, howeves, pointed cmt thai po— :
ational Police (PNP) }me have: yei o determine who are behiind

‘sirnilarities it the fyp
‘_'-:by the Maute group and Bang Samoro Is=
- latnic Freedom Fighters (BIFE). -

Y Based on the modus.o ea'andl and_.._
-gignature, ow mveshga’cors ave. uufaa]ly : secamt'y : :
. fouind as a result of the post~biast nvesti-. - He: said secm*ity fmces cannot guard-
+gation that an I8IS4nspired local tertorist: - every irich of Mindanas, the reason why
S group was behind the bo:mb ng,” Durana - théy need the cooperation of the public.
s“ud feferring to the 15 s NP chiel Director: General Osmr Al
“Daulah: Islamityah 15 a g,mup of 101’:11 - bayalde: ordered the formation of a sk
'md ‘foreign Muslim extremists, which in - force to focus on thie mw&attgqtaun cf the..
alliance with the Maute and Abu Sayyaf  Cotabaio bombing. -
“led the attack and occ:upnﬂon of -Mamv\u " have iratnediaf cﬂy dwected the cre- '
Cii‘}f lastyear - . ation ofa Spemal investigation task gmu E
.- While the' ien or group is. krioy his incideit. We

- ]uqt one pcssable sigpeck” heémcl.- L
-+ Durana also defended the local police -

0 get-to the bottom of:

VEr, {;[uebhons about possible 1apse m_‘.g' e

SAHTE BIt their oW T Centtal Mind AT Caliy tmt

“appeal o the publics
REINT, Thes el

w1 Governiment forces launched an Offen _
sive against militants belonging to Daulali case, . he sai

“Jelapniyalvlast week and at least seven of the - Albayalde crm&éﬂme‘i & attackw 1;1 b
._;mx}:itants died in fhe fighting, Sobejana said. happened houirs before the New Yesr.
He - said the: Cotabato mall borabing: - “We vow to mobilize:all available ren

“eould be t}'aart of retaliation from the, gmup souxces i order to'quickly bring 1o the bais -
_ ;e o

Gt the problem is they're victimiz :oijubhoeﬁxosere@pmsﬁ:ﬂeFﬁrﬁqe*;amwaldiy...&... :
e s ol g e ;

Wiciviliaig nb”é et ot el

»ejana saidasi latest
:yah-’ch:]mﬂztary and pohce aie stzﬂ Ioolqng. prepares fora. plebiscite ;m..]anuazy far the-
at other homegrown teiror grotps: .~ -~ creation ofaMuslim autonomorss areaas part

" The bomb went off near a bag gage of aneffort to end thie separatist instirgency. -
touinter at the entrance of the Sowth Seas - Many of the ISHinked groups have openly -
maﬂm Cai:abato Cxty, Woundmg shoppers,-_' rejecbedﬁ\esepeacen&oﬂs ~W1th}oh1‘ﬁnsan :
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Son of smu %@wss may@r freed af@ew 'a year : & P
Aftet more'thas a vear in captmty, the son of Mayorchdle Qunn- !
" bo, of Labason town, St provirice, was freed by Abu Sayyafin-
"the town of Patikul: Chief Supt, Emmanitel Llcup, regional police
director, said Jed Qmmhu was freed past 4 pim. on Dec. 30.Jéd

_ vwas kxdnapped on Sept. 6, 2017, by sixunidentified men ‘who.’ ﬁg 8
- .forced i g, gunpomt inté a van, Licup said after jed's relesse; © ©
- hewas handed over to higbrother, Justin; at the residence of fer
mer Suiu Gov: Ahdusakur Tan. Jed will tmdergo debriefingand
miedical checkup at Camp Teodulfo Bautisti Station Hospital, He i
= Would be transferred to another hosmtai after —.mue.qum o

22
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two, th?y adde : s

- The' two-Casualties; who ivere
1dentsﬁeci asJonathan Torrebiandand
“Marigm Kah, succumbecl to WOHHCiS_' ¥
‘cased by an’ “Amprovised explo‘;we'“-i
device (IED) that expioded i front'-;
of Sotith Seas Mali atounid I: S9pam.

- Torrebiano was. breu_ght o the.”
*Cetabata Regmnai-‘ and Medicak’
“Ceriter where he died and _Kah jro
“Cotabato Medial Spe 'ahst '

*“wheve he also died.

brought 'tcr othet” hospltals, where_‘
f{hree of therh will tindergo op’

atmn, seven‘are still’ ‘confined but

a]ready in'stable cond;tron ané 24 :

Swerealveadyreleased.—

- .Ai”‘h“\‘i‘}'lﬁ" nﬁh mm: med |‘1 ths

' hiaggage area on the second floor of -
.the piall arotmd 2 40 p % but ;t
was “defused. :
I This aIEegedIv contamed
-':biack powder.

Those behmd the exp!osa{m are

- the Daulah Islamivah'w ete Ehe ones
ST Oséar Albayalde condemned the

yet 10 be :dennﬁed bt Ma; Gen

- Cirilito Sobejana; cormmarider af Gth g
_ infanny Division, said the Rangsam- -

“oro Islamic Freedom Fighters and

behmd the attacl\

" He added that ihxs attack could
be part of the two terrofist groups’

Tetaliation fof an atiack on Lhem on-
_December

-Philippine '\amnal Police c]‘nef

“antack and immediately orderad the -

creation of a Special invéstgation
Task Group tolook into the incident. -
"We sincerely express bur deep

- sympathy and offer out fervent
| prayers 0 the Iamzhes of ﬂwsL %ko

: and smum: oven as we aow {0 mo-

bilize all:available resources in order

- to guickiy bring to the bars of justice
-thase responsible for these cowardly |
-atiacks againgt innocent civilians,”
-~ he said, f)_

"} ROV D.R. MARRA
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“ CAMP DARAPANAN, Simuay, Stiltan
- Kudarat, Magsindana: The chafran

Cuta.:atﬁ City'to stand tmned in m{mng
the commlinity and ensuring that peace -
wouid finaily reign there e
' -Oneof thoseTilled was Jonathan -
;mrsb:ana, the driiier of the Bangsamars
Transition Cummxssmn head and MILF

.Ftrst Vice Chairman Ghazah Jafar

t0 the victims of the attack
. fHatamaa caﬂeétheculprsfs i
“"We zre inevocably grieved aboit the'
- casualties clrred: thorsughly condnmn e

il act,"Msfrad added

“Mirad expressed his cieepest conuniaar.cs:

.“We shou!d ns:allaw anﬁ par .-_____.thlsar:t any cail mrathnrnum i

5 : We. need o make sue sets fike- thiese: nmre:——-ﬁ.mmh—m"wﬁn un*tﬂu
has&pen agam anci that the perpezmmr is “What

1

¢ be divida an'rixfsfrant“:iat fnansaid o
s guvernment center af the reg[an Catling the incident an ew{ am, he also

“Hataman itrgeﬁ mvestigatms ta mak urged lh@ penplé of ARP,! ’Vi fa pray fer tbe
_deep y into the’ case and ensurethat e peop g of the' Gt

eivilians not becaught up i the chaaﬂ Co R !zlefhesemt epumsned
'.'iswraundmg $his terrorlst act o _ﬁ:m this world and the next, whr%eal gaad
. "We cannotafford o be divisive 3t this Tow'_-_. - deeds will b2 revvarder] Lot s rememher
'.'-"ment Gn!ybyme!ﬁmgtogelhernnwebr!ng : _-'__ihegnod pasple nfCo?ainto for tiwesake
':_jabcutpeaceandjus‘ice” _o:eurcammumw"ﬁa‘aman said.

He urgen. dwl eﬂderaasd <a»:x_ir:zy. S .ELH mwm: MMNAR&L
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COTABATO Cﬂ‘Y—The Moro Islamlc SEET
© Liberation Front has: ‘added its voide to -
| those: condemmng the bomb attack that
- killed two persons and wotinded 31 oth- 2
.ers along'a busy thomughfare outs:de E U
_ -_:.'mall onMonday e T
SAL the

. sitior Golmmsswn =under :-MILF e
1 ﬁistvzc -halrmau Ghazz ] ed -

d mgthemtogustice R
oA ofﬁmal Staternent sent g news.
-~ organizations, - MILF- Chairsan Hadji

= Muirad Thrahim “said the MILF “con-".'_;'-'.' .
. demnis-in’ the highest. poss;ble terms”_':_' —

| Monday s bormb’ ‘aitack. -

“of cow-ardxce mhuman aud atmcmus S
8 =Murad said. - L
: Murad ca!led ol “cnncamed authon
- nes to. smcerely zmd thoaough!y invegt: 5
" gate this evilace” ~-saying that ascribing o
Lany motjve: would be: too pxematme at. oo
. this time. : P
e 1 ask the authonues to exa ATNEE ali SR
jangles and make the result of the same
. public; We should not allow any paityor

v oup to make prémature conclusiong o
 draw insinuations so 45 to advance. their:
-Own personal | mte;est and polltacal agen—: RER
..'da " he said; - - S
o 13 said the MILF sympaﬂnzes w;th e
! _:-the vzctuns, atzd that the fainilies of the
S L Nextpage




| ILF..

FramAI i

Ja_u;u_ltlés a1

o for the reason 8 of & Secur-
-’-mg the cnmmunlty that'the MILF aid’

“ pushed: -'hard

“who'was a driver for BTC Commlsszon
e Melanio Ulama, o :

o Lawyer Nagmb Smarxmbo
: '._zetary-genelai of ‘the MILF’"

Q"

g piompt defusmg of “explos:ves found

“rin: the baggage counter: “of the mall”
-'_-reporis falqely dcnuﬂed Nur Mmuarz

residents knew: _that
- themalfis xmt owned by Mlsu‘ _l'i
theL famdy, :

i bejana said.-
the: government together with all their
partners. in.the: peace pmcess have '___f

Cwiag an employee—~30naﬂ1azm Torr ﬁ:uanoi

Umted
- Bangsamoro Justice Party, said: while

»~'~-—ao~also condemined- the attack calhng
j'those behind it Bevil? o o

. We are not diseounting the.
b;hty that the Daesh-mspzred:. group
was responmble in'the bombmg gh

" He said initial § mvestlganon led tothe
-BIFF which ' has’shifted o ‘attacking -
- nonicombatants. startmg with the twin©
e - borbings ' Isulan if September :
Hie” wcaunded deserved e

“bunsuan Complea here,

< Hataman urged. mvest;gatom Toc
deeply into the case and ensire that ¢
ilians.do.not get: catight- up--iwtemor
We cannet ‘afford to be' divisive’
at this' moment. Only by meldmg t0-7"
gether-can we brmg about peace andf -
}ust 2" he sazd . S

& -;_i_;_-ezng"’determ1nec€
-etabatn City Mayo nihia;
m-Sayadl said in'a news
“some two hours after the blast.’
i Gctawo said bomb exper ts recovere

- about e kilo of cut nails, a plastic cons
alner with ‘trace of black. powder-and..

“broken parts of a mob:le phone at the:-'
-'LGSldemS ‘should’ be Sthankful for g :

biast site.
In 2’ f‘ol!ow-up operatmn

man acided

~ing the mai!bombmg :

.msxde the_..

“mhally police found another bomb in’ the

--second-floor haggage countes ]eft by a
I

aﬁd to hold

nnot be: dmded on this front,” Hata—:_'_

The apanese_ gqverum'n
' ion-on_ Tuesday stood .in ;
ohdar:ty with the Phxhppmf:s foilow-..*

CAs B couniry’ “strongly condemn--e

in solidarity with the: government and-
the people; of the Philippines, -Japanese' :
‘Ambassador” Koy Haneda 'aid SHER- B
‘statement,. o

“EU Ambassader Franz Jesseu n1ean~- i
-whxle said:his- thoug nd prayers tro'

stil

umdentlﬁed “man:
¢

- Gov. ‘Mujiv Hataman of, the 00AU--

“tonomots ‘Region'in. Mushm Mindan-

: “The EU fulIy supports the ongoing -
-~ peace process in Mindanao. [’ frequent-

" “We arg urevocably_

o the casualtles _

mcmred

g Among ﬂzose injured. in Monday i
- bombing, which came at’ ‘about 2. pm;

- were: 10 hinors; -Aaccording to Maj: Gen.'

- Clrilito, Scbejana, the: commander of

justice.”
released Monday. -

ure-acts like these nev happe agail

‘Hatagian’ saad

“Cotabato “City, - thuugh ot 'part.

gr:eved_abautmthe commztment”of iy COUNTETparts

nd: that the' perpetrator is:brought to
ina statement_'_-_'

make the country ‘ore peaceful and
‘safer”_he added Wlth PNA L

Ay visit-Cotabato -and- am: impressed.
-each time by the: progress ‘made, ‘and "

be compgse to R

ng. vzo!ent'extremlsm "~ Japan® stands*f o

etter foture for the

“The'New Year brmgs new hope fo

ous alloand we stand fogether with the -
f
ARMM; hosts the administrative cent- -
"ier of the rcglon hrourrh zts Sharsz Ka=

Phi!:ppme govemment invits; efforts to

iz
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By MARTIVSADONGDONG__ g

. o undergo medical opérations due -
B the severity ‘of. their condltlon,_--}
2 seven are stilk-confined in hospitals -
g f"butare already out of dangex;, while

U The SPhilip

i (PNP) hais treated a special invest= -

-+ 'gation ‘task group. (SITG) to inves- .

- tigate the Bombing: attack infront

- of.a mall in-Cotabato City. that teft .
i WO T Persons dead and 34 athers;-

~rinjured Monday. -

bi;ﬁe National - Palice

SOF the 34 mjured three wsll have

i attack in. front ‘of South Seas Mall -
'atong Magallanes Street, Bararigay

i -'-nan but based on thie modus: opce"
1a L ghatire: jof e IFD],;

sympathy and  offer our fervent

“prayers to the famblies of those
kitled :and ‘injured even as:we vow
“to miohilize all available resources jn -

order o quickly bring £o-the bars of

justace those: responsmie far these’:_ :
. cowardly attacks. against | mnooent_ -
+ cvilians,” Albayaide said. .

I Have immédiately directed t:he"-:

:creatuon of ‘a‘special investigation -
: task graup to get into. the bottom of
thi o

the suspect as the’ contamer of tha'
. the :

* aur investigators have initially found

as a result of the post blast: investi-.:

“gation na fo po ay: kc.gagawan Tig
ocal - terrorist: group, ISIS- msp:red
ldcal, terrorzst group;:he said.

~ According to. inftlal'restilts of the
post ‘blast investigation “conducted

- by Cotabato: police’s ‘Explosiveand:
‘Ordnance Division (EOD); ‘a.white -

plastic galion’ be!leved to be iised by

Sp0
perts raised the ‘possibility that the.

-improvised lexplosive’ dévice™ (IED)

Inasa 10mtefvuew" u&iciay, Chtef""

“hancement; and black: powde used

‘a8 & low explosive charge. .

~Poblacion which Investigators said™ ~used iithe attack: was createci by aM“““A stif- unidentified-man’ was sean
© . were dikely perpetiated by Islamic: - local terrorist group. - : - dropping-the ‘container ‘amid rows
qtate..(ISIS)~1nsplLecLiucaLtermnstmw‘tl?iayman,puzam!ng mga_tmstigmwgf staﬂs.inﬂnnmf the malibefore it

" that we will not be missing sore ar-

o exploded, polace added
‘After the ‘ekplosion, anothe: iED'_-
“was found at the baggage counter .
ofithe mali Iocated at: the sec:onci
: ﬁoor :
Rt i n was successful!y defused by
g bornb Experts - who' recoverad. sev-
- eral 1/2 inch -nalls and .metal ball -
. béarings’as enhancement, disinte-"
- grated 9-valt batteries, siide Switch,
-_'.:mprowsed blastmg cap, Ieg wnres
Sand LEDC.
_ Howaver Du:ana 15 not ruimg out
."_’"bther suspécts, '
T Weare casting | w;der net Y

-eas that are usually [being missed]:. .

1 {;)u fOCL!S on only one ang!e," he
58

‘tigation: but ‘the SITG' crested by
- the PNP hased on D;rector General

5y

“We narrewed down the mves- :

"&'lot of leads to ic!enttfy the perpe--
- trators and arfest thefrmeand: cracl-
this case as soon as :
sald '

Atbayalde dlrectwe are fo!lowlng

: tble," he :




Orl/ January 2019

cr-laban:sa-grupcskarmalailan: o

terror

Cotabato mall bombing

J

act

: BgONg taon.
a:Inisyal na:ulat muola 84 6th {nfantry Divisiol

< Philippine Ay, isa umanong-suspek ang naglagay g

- Nalkabalotng Kehbri sa Magaiisnes Streeteasivudadsa-
- harap ng'mall enirarice nang bigia na lamanyg suriabog’
.dakong ald-1:59 ng hapon, i b
.- Tinukoy ni Gen. Madrigal na ang teroristang grupo

- BIEF at ang breakaviay grolpy ha Daulah:slamiyah

- ang may ganitong bukiot na hangarin nia maghasik ng
- karahagan.’ S L

 Maging i Army §th Infaniry Divisior

- Hmano . sa retaliation: 88 inilinsad niyan

; ! et ) Dmmaﬂder
~“Maj..Gehi Cirilito: Sobejana sy nagsabi ‘NA“ang maa-
- teraristang arupo ang hasa likod ng pambo em_ba'_dggil :

ope

), ayon sa AP ch
sibilidad

x
HiRg:gr

. Serlabila
sinasaniabi

eres ang nasa lkod ng pagpapasabiog ga mall. -
- -Nitang Lines, bandang ala-1:59 ng hapon ay niya-
g ng'malakastia pagsabog ang harapan ng rasahing

. malt'sa on Bufing Alonzo Averiue; Poblagion 5, Cota- -

bato City lung saan maraming mamimil na nagra-rush’
:para sa mgaihahandanila sa pagsaliibong nig Bagong

L Tabns Nggg;ghan__éng;da'lawang;b_ikt;’majna_f-_kanilam -

- kinasawi at'_nas'ugaianfahg‘34-i_ba_'_pa. it

-+ 5a0amp Crams, |pinag-tlos na ni PNP Chief Dirsc.

Albayaide an

= for '_Ggﬂe‘faf:-

"d pagpapasabog sa South Seds Mall
--Narekober 54 clearing Operafions ang isan

o plas-

. dic galon g maylams ng isang- Kilong ‘pake at black
o powder, Samantala daltong alas-2:40.ng hapon.pang
- madiskubre ang isa pang improvised eiplosive fldvipe
{IED) da Bagoage counsr sa ikalaiwang palabdo/ng

-wmalt na niz-detonate bandang alas-2:50 ng hapon: (ov.
- Cantos/Fhodericl Befiez) v s T
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~ POLICE ‘are- eyémg an

- 1818-inspired terror
winsthe’ blgmbmg of: agl;a?
z:inCotabato-City .on: New

ii¥ear's Eve -which kilied 2

Liand wounded 34 others,
- the’ spokespersun of the_
SzPluhppme Natmna] Po

- dice said. -
- "Most § mbably, n 1515

.--mspired ocal terror grow

; Lig.attack,”
spokesman, :

C e uper tendent: Ben

- elabmatmg R
- Journai: Gmup sources
“also satd - ifivestigators: afe

~looking-into:the possibility——

that the: bombing ‘cotild be

:gects charged last Septerh--

Clagt” August 28 and |
temb e

terror opentmus by 1 BECU-
nty forces in the region,
-Hagsan ids. & known
bomb-maker, who alon

with: Esmael_ dirlmalik.
-alias’*AbirToraife of the
“Bangsamioro Isluttic Free-:
‘dlom Fighters were-among
the more than a:dozen sis-

ef in - connection’ with
bomb attacks i the rej jon;

cpects’hy. thg police. Fas
- san wag'identifieci by se-

curity dgerits’as having -

beery trained in bombemak-

Jial ‘Acion Forc operatmn
in:Mamasa ARG, Magum-

b Chandiwor
m‘Qupmf,one_ﬁalalmddm__ﬁma 5. most-wanted terror-

‘af the i ing: 'by slain‘Southeast

- Hagsan “wiode -sonand
brother fiad been killed in gdarwan, the main target

fecen ant;~cr1me iy zmtl : tOP'SBC“Et PINE.Ope

st Zulkilli"bia Hir ahE"swca! cltizerry-to-remain. vig

Cidanao’incfanuary:-2015 .
which kiled: 44 SAI' cnm- .
~mandos. -

 Durana ‘also said the' '

_.extended martial faw. in

Fv;ﬂw- “Mindansoshas:probably-—

stopped the terrorists from -
£ ks

‘thevegion
"Thera: r_:oulci have been ..

“terror

proup Hal Taw'™
s was not. mrposed i fviind=
anan,” Tiesaid while main-

- faining ‘the need-for the To- -

ilant sid TepOTE A

S
“ pebple’s coaperatmn and
‘vigilanice, not just seci
“Sector's vigilance is'equa
“lyif not mich mote :mpor- :
“tant’in’ keeping our dom-
“munities ‘safe’and secare.’
~But ohe wiy ot the othér
“oneof twd Incidents ma
-fall -on some cracks. This is
tnze ot only:inv'the Philip-

ines hul algo’in much

~more ‘devéloped cofmtries
“like in Europe who drgjike-
~wise facing- the ‘sar gio—'
“bal prﬂbiem of lerrm' £

he R&;d

"

™
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“annual commemoration: of the
- death anniversary of our couniry’s
national hero, Dr. Jose Rizal. Presi

dent Duterte Sklpped attending
- the event to rést; according o his
i close ajde; Chri tOpher “Bong” Go, .. ¢
: .fm mer spectal assistant to the Premdent

. the Presiderit's daught

- arch critics’ of‘_
President Rodrigo Duterte
were frothingin:the mouth
for his no-show last Sunday at the

Malacafiang hagyet to release an official sta’cement on :
. the President’s absence. Davao City Mayor Sara Duterts,

: did the honors for him during .
: the'122nd. anniversary of the execirtion of our national :.

“hefgin ceremomes heid in Davao mty s own version of "
_':Riza] Parke, i
G cIa1med the Pre51dent's doctoa: ad\nsed the'*
o B—year—old Chief Executwe totakea rest beea.use he1 was:

itional raising” of th “giant Phll

~heldir

' u_neta last Sun_cl ay mornin

1p ing: fiag Atavites
ereswas nothing -

¥ k_:_p ingﬂusyear eRwal'

ﬂgove'

the Pxes;dent 2ot _éxhausted in Eeadmg -
went efforts to meet its farget to liberate Marawi -

" City fiom the Islamic State (IS)-mﬂuenced:terronsts led':

- law canonly be

o May 23,2017 mggered
- the 1mpos1tm
canaoewide n
* and suspension of wrif of
- -habeas corpus

1 and lel iast

'Uﬁder the December_?-l 2019

by the Matite brothers who laid: szege in the cap1tal c;ty._'
- ofLanaodel Sur. :

maximum of 60 days ipon

: %

. concurrence by Congress: It was only on October 17 fast -

* year when President Duterteé declared Marawi City. has -
-beeén finally liberated after 148 days of the war since .

“the infamous Maute siege started: Although Marawi -

< City was liberated already, President Duterte still asked -

- Congress

 continue the Mindanao-wide martial law =

- extension rintil December 2018, citing continuous threat

- andinsurgency of the New People”

Before it lapsed, the President :

‘s Artiyin the region.
ked for a third ex-
- tension of Mindanao-wide martial law. In making this

- request to Congress, the President nbted a significant



- progressin puliing the rebellion ander conitiol, that -
i~ this:has been achieved durmg the unplementatzon of -
g __mamal Iaw in the region arid that it also resulted in'
“ etonoi .. The presidential proclamation invoked .
 the sectrity assessinent submitted by the police and -
. the military that-“certain éssential facts which indicate
. that rebellio

I perswts’..m Mindanao and.that pubhc -

~~==gaféty requires-the contt
. whole of Mindanao.”
: esident’ 1mpressed upo th 17 ongress
- the _need--to extend the Mindanao-wide martial law be--
. cause the kidnap-for-ransom Abu Sayyatbandit group;
wthe breakaway Bangsamoro’ Islamlc Freedom Fighters'
- {BIFE); - i te::mrist: TOHPs -

_ _ﬂfi Iaw ErE:Rs

aw n_fmrcemen'" 'genmes to fifia
St the Dl:gumg  rebellion in Mm
- prevent the same from spreadi
count'ry _
v The op, os;taon lawmakers argtied
- rebeihon appening in Mindanao to wartant a farther
s-extension of martial law: They tried but failed toblock
-+.the overwhelming approval of the extension of martial -
<:lawin Mindanao last December 12 before the 17th Con-
-gress adjourned for the Christmas recess, = = - g
7 The thitrd Mindanac-wide martial’ law 1emamed in
"effack starting yesterday, }anuary 1 and w:ﬁ Iast nnhl- :
. December 31, 2019.. - = S SRR

OSHIE

. g ¢ -
- along Magaﬂanes St.in Cotabato’ C;l'y At least two per-

- sons were killed and:more than 30. others' re. m;ured-
" after a powerful explosior : i
. The IED . was reported! lzs.;f}t1 'by-shi

; £ :

th

i é’-Moro Islamm L:beratlon Front (MILF) as .
- they objected to the terms of the peace talks with the -
© - government on_the pmposedﬂ Bangsamoro framework -
- agrecment. Thete weré reports that the blast could be
. the handiworks of the BIFF to'spoil preparations for the -
_ forthcbming Bangsamom Orgamc Law (BOL) pleb:sate ;
" “later thig month; ¢ : S
© i The Commwmon on Eler%ons (Comelec) seton }arm' -
- 2T'and onFebruary 6 this year the plebiscités for the ratifica-
" tion of the BOL that would create the BARMM, replacing -
the Avitonomots Reglcn in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM L

- The IED attack in Cotabato City sadly took place as”
* . the Philippities joined other peace-loving people from -
S othe countries if celebratmg World Peace Da;',Ir The ;
[ :bambers are nothmg but spmlers of peace e




ol

January 2019

_'.“Beyond autonomy” {Opinion, 12/18/18).

Bangsamoro as part of the Philippine
“and: Phﬂippme ‘history, especially in
: j;;;reactxon to-Jesse:Angelo:Li:Altez’s piece;

- Weneed to take a clear look at the abvious
~+dichotomy " between Moros and - B
" ipinos~—a cultural artifact from tHe Span-

“lish: colonial period and the American colo-.

~nial period that stﬂl hurts aﬂ cnf us hke i
: ~-.:Mindanao died ‘because’ of the atrocities

‘commitied durmg thls pamfui pertodinour -+
hlstory, somethmg we all share as Filipines.
The perception that Moros caninot he

o stake inthe heart.

i Weshould remember that, pnor to coi—
' 'omzatmn ‘there was no sich thing as’ "The'
~ Republic of ‘the Philippines,” There weré -
. self-governing communities, mostiy ethe =
- nic groups, that later became part-of the
- Republic of the Phﬂlppmes a country that .
"was cobbled together aftér bloody battles

1 here is obviously a need for further =
‘discourse - on the ‘matter .of the-

trusted has ‘become 50 very tiresome. So
has the percepnorx that there isno “culture

of service” .among’ ‘Maros, Even more tire--
some are- the’ ‘negative perceptions we"

--:nationvnde problem, not ;ust a Moro prob-: o
..'lem We mus; all; as one natlon, ma!(e this:

-what the colonizers said:

“Though': th.e Autonomous Reg1 -
Muslim Mindanao 'was created to nable’ =

.- the Bangsamoros’ self-determination, we:.
'sought autonomy in full~and that is tha . -

promise of the Bangsamnra Organic Law. -

_ - pe eop!
: 3ust' during the cojonial ‘periods of .our his—_ ~‘that will soon be put to the piebiscite be-~
L toryybut mote recentIy The martlallaw efa -
_began- only 46 _years ago; muany :Moros in
;gmn in Muslxm Mindanao,

fore our people, in what we hope will be-
come ‘the Bangsamom Autonomous Re- By

"‘One should abandon the priv:Ieges af: : ._

'livmg inal Fﬁlpmo settlers’ community in -

Mindanao fo see the bigger picture: There

" is life beyond dispossession.: The- struggle
‘must continue, albeit peacefully now. o

-+ It's 2010 H's ‘Hime we stopped saying_i-_ ;
;hefore. the.

Cwith e coiomzers Who became’ the com-

- Moros have to swim upstream agams

“getf-

governing communitles : mciudlng the-
- sultanates of Sulu and Maguindanao’ from .
‘whom many residents ift the Muslim areas -

lame for the politics of patronage v
are trying so hard to get away from.”

- Gaslighting like this does nothing to heIp :

Sk PTOSperiy. .-
S Mmdaﬁao ‘and  also _improve ‘the =
‘prospects of peace ‘and- pmspentyAacrossﬁ;, ,,,,,,,,

o RO at -allwithotitthis-
We must (also remember how the':‘

“of Mindanao are descended, all had a cul~
.ture'of service. They. would not have func-'

,t:he sithation improve. ‘Trustworthiness is -
not -something that belongs excius;vely to

“the nation, we rieed to forge a new path for- o
. -ward. We can begin doing this by dropping

) _.regional loyalty.

- But there'is nc reason these days m con -
: jtmue believing and . propagating  what,
'-cleariy, arelies. Onie would think we've'out- -
':'grown these, but'we haven't—and it is high'
- timie that we did: For the Bangsamnro we'd
- like 1o see the end of somie erfonecus pre~_
-.conceived ‘notions about Us that are 80:
.18005. ‘We would also IlRE to see an end to _

~—one'group of peopleor wnotter; a5 i all oth-

er commumtles,lthere are many znore trust~

the derogarory, :pejorative mindset about .
the Moro pe0ple'" and- -'gettmg-‘-'tﬂ‘w Tl -

P
" ‘along tribal lines and Iines of rehgmn _ d"'

IKes generations i

between the governnient and the geverned

. service in our commiinities have probably
Dl Narratives”

not wsu:ed usinthelast decdde or so,

%

in the’ Bangsamoro ‘have

“heen quietly workmg to inculcate the high-'
‘est possible standards for pubhc service, to

“improve: commumcanons ‘and ‘interaciion .
woglanin Musilm Mmdanao asthe- divector .-
.-'These who have time to handy this otidat: "
'ed notion that there is no such culture of

“-As for ‘patronage politics, t_hats:_-'e _

“com) s a proud More” ‘writer and a
-j.Tausug He has’ worked as a journalist,

and now works in the Autonomous Re- -

of the' region's public information office.

‘He'is the althor of the book, “A Constant :-j:
“Reteliing: Exploring * the “Bangsamoro

publlshed

fin- 2018 by .
Balanglgapress. Tl



had becore the’ hew leader of the ‘

' 1ndependence novement.

- Canoy had served 4 my under- :
secretary of public information,
but-decided to reclaim his elec
tive posmon as CDO city mayor"
after a short while. {51982, aﬂer__ :
I resxgned from the Cabmet, we'
co- founded the Social Demo:

‘o propose a shxft o parhamen—;'-'
Aty government, ‘rather than to

‘a:federal one, getting DU30's

unconsmutlonal pmposal out’ of

the way. But it 'has mtroduced a

";'separate problem ‘Arroyo-is be-

ing.termed out by June 30 next -

“yeay,. bavmg aIready served three
terms ds a House fepresentative: -

real program of government We '
need 10 end this nonsense. -
Beyond the drig’ k:ilmgs, S
st now stop the growing nuni- . -
~ber of enforced'killings and disap- -
‘pearances of polmcai rebels; A
‘the’ beg:nmng of his term, DU30:. ..
“named top communists t6 the
‘Cabinét-and asked the nation to

R Teventually became the chaitman.

catic Party of the PRilippinés
(SDP) Ne;ther the SDP nor | had :
mything to do with'the Mind: -
- 3RA0° ‘independence movement.
1n°1987, L'ran for senator under -
SPD-ih coalition with the: Gmnd B

Alliance for- Democrat

-+ InManila; Canoy released copies
: of the proposed Mmdanao official
“passport, and the } proposed: Min:
danao dollar. But he resented. the

fact that no one was’ paymg hlm )

o enough atfention.
““Gen: Renato d
_ AFP Chiéf of Staff,

.optm' seems. suttabie for'the.
- ‘nation fight now, mainly because -
o -'_'the Ftllpmo people have no clear -
“initerest in'it; only a few inay be'

“Villa, Cory s
'  persuaded fo believe that the :

was_forced to
+put his 159,000 men on alert, but =~
- Cory herself did not quite know
- ‘what to do with Canoy. Inthe -
~‘end, they: decided to detain him, "
1 visited him in. jail-and said he
posed o dangen to.the state, de:.

: had no chmce'but o reiease him,
10 2016, we heard of the. Min-:

;tor Pampanga ‘However, ina pa- .

fment,’ and then seek the posit:on % T
“ . still talks of imposing marttal faw. ...

of prime minister.
Arroyo has a better Chanz:e of

nation is capable of ‘holding an’

honest pieb:sc&te on this question. -

The Senate is the best hope of

* making sure the House initiative '
does not prospér. Filipinos have
‘a,:_duty to,.make ;smehthewSenatem

ham ntary govemm a1t she could ;
] ia- " wantsa death’ ‘squad ‘to-take can

p50 P60 billion. The uncontrolled i
mmillion or more each fmm Presi-

prepare tora eoalition government ;
with-the CPP/NPAINDENow he

of his’ forrner basom friends. He' 3

natmnwrde with the CPP/NPA/:.' |

NDF a "‘falled rebélhcn :

Uﬂbrscﬁied cm‘ruptnon

The unbndled cormptmn m Co
+gress and in local govemmem,' as
~shown hy the most notorious flood
‘contiol projects in Sen:Chiz Bscu- o+
-deros’ Sorsogon, has’ exceededall
prevmus levels, this. has prompted e

; bnhtmn nf

spake in drug traffic from outside

: aanao independence movement -
again, after DL30 made Davao

“dent B:'S. Aquine 3rd and his
budget secretary Flotentio Abad .

-~ the counity and the fole played by ;
‘drug lords with Chinese- sounchng TN

'uel Norte Repi Pantaleon AIvarer"“tc"conwct the-late farmer chxef’mnames "-":"th“ese mnsl oW recelve ~

- Was known as a strong:

‘of DU30’s federalism,”. rEport~ Flr i e e
=" ile Pope,-Sart Isidro Labraderor .
“plain Catholics, it is not thigifoul-
“mouthed- gentieman froni Davao. <

. ediybecause of his bemg secretary

general of the MIM. Unider the'
: Consﬂtuﬁon, as. t:relessly pointed.:
"-out in this column, the President
* has 1o, lawfiil role to-play in pr
; pos:ng any consututmnal tevisio
- oramendmen But DU30 created

prmc;pal engine of: this: campalgn
whlch is patent!y 1llegal

:Army@’s.inmrwﬁtma:".

“an apparént way out. The former

presadem has mebllized her forces

eamed any nght 1o, rebuke God SR

_ma_ p gr:mage‘to.__.Davac. And.
it seems to. et closer to reality as

4

Fihpmos must stop all plans, obv:— :
ous ar not so obvnous as of now,' -
enough dirty talking since 2016, -~
- andthat he canniot femairi thesame .
od ‘obnoxious boot he has been these

. 'past thitee years. We are entiled to <
‘dleaner.air, after;the midterm.

every retiring AFP Chief of Staff
" is offered a Cabinet post. DU30's -
onlyy program of govemmem these'; -_
-~ days is how to find a way of con-

: Now Speaker Armyo'has offere |- “tiriuing in office on topof the thiee -

He ‘mist know: that he hag'done -

:After;three yea,rsf,Elilplznt)S-"

‘should be ready-td confront -~ -
~moral and political vileness-and ;- |
" evil; wherever they find it-Con-
frontation is"now unavoidable. - -

‘The only ‘way for DU30 to avoid: = .

“it; 4§ for him to’ undergo irad:

ingin offce ontopof hethee- -ical. change

. co-equal and coordinate braniches =
- of government, without havinga -

' for the better

T

fstatad@gmml com



By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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PNP tags local terrorist groups in @@*&a@am M%‘&

- By Ghristopher Lioyd Caliwan- January 14,2018, 4:42 0m-n
MANILA — The Philippine National Police (PNP) said on Tuesday that local terror groups

| couid be responsible for the mall blast in Cotabato City which left two persons dead and 34

others wounded on New Year S Eve

~.Chief. Supt. Benngno Durana;, PNP. spokesperson said based on the result of the post-blast T

mvest;gatzon they found that the modus operandi and “signature” on the bombing incident,

. initially tagging ISIS-inspired local terrorist groups in the area.

————areas. The Special-Investigation Task Group-(SITG) that the PNP-chief-ordered-to-probe-is—

_investigation.task group to.probe.the incident..

“Terrorism, extremism and terror attacks coming from these extremist groups most of them
are ISIS and Daesh inspired. ffong (this) Maute group, ifo yung (this is the) local ISIS-

inspired elements of the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters etc. lfo po ay kagagawan

nila sa kanilang mga 'signatures’ (This is their handiwork based on their 'signatures’),”
Durana said in a radio interview.

He said PNP chief, Director General Oscar Albayalde has ordered the creation of a special

early stage of the investigation. We are casting a wider net, so we will not be missing some

now following a lot of leads to know these perpetrators, the individuals so that we can

“it's a good principle in any investigation that we are not in just one possible suspect at the

) added

arrést them as soon as possibie and we ¢an crack this ¢ase a8 500 as possible,” hig

 Durana said there could have been more attacks from local terror groups S had martial law

not been not imposed in Mindanao.

“The security forces cannot guard every inch of Mindanao. That's why the people's
cooperation and vigilance not just security sector's vigilance is equally if not much more
important in keeping our communities safe and secure. But one way or the ather one or two
incidents may fall on some cracks. This is frue not only in the Philippines but also in much
more developed countries like in Europe who are likewise facing the same global problem
of terrorism,” Durana said.

Durana said the safety and security of the people in Mindanao are better now due to the
signed peace agreemenis with Moro Nationat Liberation Front and recently the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front that brought, despite some challenges, more stability and more
positive economic outlook in the region.
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By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Based on reports, a loud explosion occurred in front of South Seas Mall located on Don
Rufinc Alenzo Avenue, Poblacion 5, Cotabato City at around 1:59 p.m.

Senior Supt. Rolly Octavio, Cotabato City police director, immediately ordered the nearby
police units to cordon off the area, secure the people, flash an alarm to all concerned units
and evacuate all the casualiies to different hospitals.

Police found a second bomb at the baggage counter on the second ﬂoar whlch ‘was

Teventugliy disaimed by military bomb disposal experis. (PNA}

g ¥ (F Honor. Patriotism. Dutv



By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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CPP-NPA failed due to lack of credibility: nat’l artist

Decamber 31, 2018, 5:57 pm

MANILA — The Communist Party of the Philippines - New People's Army (CPP-NFA) has
failed to atiract the masses with its ideclogy due to its lack of credibility and blindness of
reality, National Arlist F. Sionil Jose said.

In an opinion column published by Jose in the Philippine Star and in his online blog, he said
this tack of touch on reality "doomed"” the communist party.

"Wide social divide, as evidenced by widespread poveily, is in itself the "objective reality”
that every revolutionary must understand. From the very beginning, however, the

T Communist Party and the NPA were blind fo this and to the other objecuve realities in this-
-~ country. This witlful blindness doomed the Party," he said.. L

~Jose .noted the "supreme irony" of the CPP-NPA coliectmg revolutionary taxes from .

businessmen.

"By exchanging the revolutionary tax for protection, the NPA has emasculated the very
foundation of the revolution itself and has joined the ranks of the very enemy it wants io
destroy," he said.

Jose said the CPP-NPA should have worked with the Philippine Army instead of freating
them as their enemy.

o "What they 1gnored IS, that the Army, mcludmg lts offrcer ccrps IS compased prsmar!iy of the_-;_'_;:_;':;_._.
“very poor. It is also a patriotic institution, its heroism tested in Tirad Pass, in World War .1t~ -

is also the Army, and only the Army, that can hold the country together. The Party should

******************** have worked to win the Army to their side," he said:

Jose, who was awarded as National Artist for Literature in 2001, blamed CPP founder Jose

_Maria Sison for numerous deaihs and-huge - amount of money wasied cx’ue i“o {ha CPP-‘

“NPA's armed fighting for 50 years.
He called Sison "a brilliant ideologue, a narcissist, and a second-rate poet”.

"The Party (CPP-NPA) must eventually be led by selfless leaders like Ho Chi Minh, who are
willing to live poorly as their own people,” he said.

Sison has been in exile in The Netherlands since 1987 after peace talks with then-
President Corazon Aquino’s government failed.

Aside from being a National Artist, Jose has been known for his writings on national
sovereignty and social justice since the iate 60s.

He has also been a publisher, lecturer on cultural issues, and the founder of the Philippine

chapter of the international organization PEN.
The US State Department and the European Union have both tagged the CPP-NPA as

terrorist bodies. {PNA) 52
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