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includedin
Nazareneprayers

Hundreds injured in traslacion

By EVELYN MACAIRAN

He may be lambasting the Catholic Church at every
turn, but President Duterte was included in the prayers
yesterday as millions of devotees celebrated the Feast of

the Black Nazarene.

Monsignor Hernando Cor-
onel had called for prayers
for the country's leaders,
including Duterte, following
a question from the press
Jast week about his thoughts
on the President’s constant
tirades against the Catholic
Church and its teachings,

Presidential spokesman
and chief legal adviser Sal-
vador Panelo welcomed the
prayers offered for President

‘Duterte by the rector of the

Minor Basilica of the Black
Nazarene.

“We must pray for them.
I will also pray for them.
Whether you believe it or not,
Ireally pray and everybody is
included, including enemies.
Prayers should be like that,”
Panelo said.

The good behavior of dev-
otees made the traslacion or
movement of the Nazarene
image an orderly procession
from the Quirino Grandstand

in Rizal Park to the Minor Ba-
silica of the Black Nazarene, a
church official said.

“By asking the devotees to
make a pledge to the Black
Nazarene before the start of
the traslacion, they would
be reminded that they were
promising te follow the rules
and regulations,” said Quiapo
Church parochial vicar Fr.,
Daniel Voltaire Hui.

Hui added that the
413-year-old image of the
Black Nazarene might com-
plete its 6.1-kilometer trasla-
cion at 2:30 a.m. today.

The procession began at
5:15 a.m. yesterday and could
drag on for almost 24 hours.
In 2017 and 2018, the proces-
sion lasted around 22 hours,

Hui attributed the quick
five-minute transfer of the im-
age to its andgs or carriage, as
compared to previous years,
to the phalanx of Philippine

Tumn to Page 2




Duterte

From Page 1| :

Nationai Police (PNP) and
Philippine Air F'orce personnel
that secured the stage.

Fourteen stations of the
cross were alsdspread out
along the route where there
would be prayer; vigil and
songs, the priest saicl.

Panelo pointed out that

everybody should pray that
the President would succeed,
as the success will benefit ev-
ery Filipino.

“Why am I saying that they
should be praying for the
President? We're all parts of
one whole. A Filipino adage
says: ‘Pain in the little finger
is felt by the whole body.” The
failure of this President will
be the failure of all of us,” the
spokesman added.

Panelo was not sure if the

Office of the President would:

come out with a message for
the Feast of the Black Naza-
rene. :
For her part, Vice President
Leni Robredo expressed hope
yesterday that the Filipinos’
devotion to the Black Nazarene
would inspire them Lo unite for
the betterment of the country.
“May the Feast of the Black
Nazarene serve as an inspira-

lion for us to strengthen our
faith and hopes that we can
udite for the future of our
country,” Robredo said in a
message posted on her Face-
book account.© . Ui
Manila Mayor Joseph Es-
trada wag pleased with the

peaceful and orderly fraslacion.

Inatelephione interview with
The STAR, Estracda lauded the
PNP, dity: government depart-
ments and Bureau of Fire Protec-
tion féra“job well done.”

“The preparation and con-

tingency plan we laid down

was successful. Except for
minor injuries involving the
devotees of the Black Naza-
rene, there was no (major)
incident,” Gstrada said.
But street sweeper Imelda
Novelas seemed exhausted.
“We are always tired during
the traslacion,” Novelas said.
Another street sweeper,
Mardie Brigilio, crilicized
the lack of discipline among
the devotees wLo left their
garbage during the fraslacion,
“T'hey keep on throwing gar-
bage even if they sce us sweep-
ing the streets,” Brigilio said.
PNP chief Director Gen-
eral Oscar Albayalde yesterday
confirmed that the activities for
the Feast of the Black Nazarene
were generally peaceful.
Despile tallying at least 477

cases of injuries, Albayalde
said there were no major un-
toward incidents during the
frastacion.

“As of this time it's gen-

.. erally peaceful. So far there

have been no casualties,” he
“told reporters in an ambush
mterview in Quiapo Church
here he inspected the secu-
Xy coverage liid out for the
~Procession.

+* No crime was reported

“-within the procession route,

‘based on reports Albayalde
‘ received from National Capital
Region Police Office chicf Di-
rector Guillermo Eleazar.
Eleazar supervised at least
7,200 police officers deployed
in Manila to secure the traslg-
cion.
The procession was also
faster by one hour, according
to Albayalde.

‘Exaggerated’

presenco

But militant tabor group Ki-
lusang Mayo Uno (KMU) yes-
terday expressed alarm over
the “exaggerated” presence of
military and police during the
traslacion.

KMU chairman Lito Ustarez.
saic the presence of military
and police officers during the
procession was an indication

of the government’s plan to

implement martial law na-
tionwide.

“The real danger of violence
comes from President Duterte,
We cannot trust him to not
use the fraslacion as a venue to
launch insidious operations
that can be used to justify
martial law,” Ustarez said in a
statement.

Ustarez noted that a big
number of traslacion partici-
pants are working poor.

“The continuing mas-
sive support for religious
exercises that highlight the
suffering and persecution
of the poor is a slap in the
face of a President who
insults the Catholic church
and threatens to kill those
who oppose extrajudicial
killings,” Ustarez said.

Sen, Richard Gordon, chair-
man of the Philippine Red
Cross, was grateful for the
services of PRC personnel.

“I'm very proud of them.
They were very visible and
were quick to come to the aid
of those who need medical first
aid,” Gordon said yesterday in
a telephone interview.

~ With Edith Regalado,
Helen Flores, Emmanuel Tu-
pas, Mayen Jaymalin, Rainier
Allan Ronda, Jose Rodel Cla-
pano, Sheila Crisostomo,
Ghio Ong
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DEPED PROTECTS ACT
MEMBERS FROM PROFILII

Education Secretary Leonor Briones says DepEd will not release personal information about public school
teachers helonging to the Alliance of Concerned Teachers in accordance with the Data Privacy Act.

\,U January 201$
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By Jhesset O.Enano’
and Kimberlie Quitaso!
@Team_Inquirer

The Department of Education
(Depkd) is set to issue a direc-
tive to regional offices not to re-
lease any information about the
Alliance of Concerned Teachers
{ACT) after the group raised the

Briones, met with Interior Sec-
retary Eduardo Aho and ACT
representatives separately on
Tuesday to discuss the profiling
of group members.

Leaked memorandums is-
sued by the PNP caused an up-
roar among teachers and rights
groups over the weekend.

The documents showed the

alarm over the profiling of its
members by the Philippine Na-
tional Police.

At a press briefing on
Wednesday, Education Secre-
tary Leonor Briones said the
education department was op-
erating according to law,
specifically the Data Privacy
Actof 2012, ,

PNP had ordered the inventory
of teachers who are members of
or aligned with ACT, the sole
negotiating hody for public
school1eachers in Metro Manila
and several other regions.
Police officers have visited.
public elementary and high
schools in Manila and . in
provinces such as Benguet, Bu-

W

“Legally, we are not bound
to give personal information as
a public institution,” she told
reporters.

“Personal information is
covered by the Data Privacy Act.
These requests will have to he
evaluated by our central office,”
Briones added. :

Depiid officials, including

lacan, Rizal, Laguna, Quezon,
Camarines Sur and Agusan del
Sur to ask for a list of ACT
membhers,

PNP Director General Oscar
Albayalde on Tuesday  said
identifying members of the
teachers’ group was part of the
tampaign to end the con)- e
Ruist insurgency by the A4



Oscar Afbayalde
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end of President Duierte’s term,

Albayalde said the PNP'
wanted to identify teachers
who support armed rebellion.

‘The Depiid was placed in hot
water after the Schools Division
Office (SDO) of Manila issued a
letter that Forwarded the PNP
memo to school heads in the city.

But the DepEd said it did not
receive any such request from
the PNP,

Sensitive information

It also said that the sup-
posed letter from the SDO was
not officially released, but was
recalled by the director of
DepEd-National Capital Region,
following the order from the
central office. '

Leonor Briones

Education Undersecretary
Nepomuceno Malaluan, also the
DepEd spokesperson, said units
of the department would be re-
minded that all interagency re-
quests involving sensitive per-
sonal information should be re-
ferred to the central office for
evaluation,

ACT national chair Joselyn
Martinez welcomed the depart-
ment's position.

"We  bank on DepEd’s
promise that it will not endan.-
ger the beings of their own em-
ployees,” Martinez sajd in a
statement. ’

She said ACT would remain
vigilant for the sake of irg mem-
bers’ safety despite the assur-
ance from the education de-
partment.

In Baguio, the city police
have asked a school principal on
Monday for ap inventory of

Eduardo Afio

L]

teachers aflfilinted with ACT,
prompting the Cordillera police
office to investigate.

A letter, delivered to Pinsao
Elementary School by a police
officer, justified rthe request as
partof security preparations for
this year's elections.

“This has reference fto] the
upcoming midterm election
2019. May [we] request your
good office for an inventory of
teachers in your school who are
members of or aligned with the
Alitance of Concerned Teach-
ers {ACT). Any information of

data from your office will be
treated confidentialfly),” the
letter said. /

Lists mean dariger
ACT isalso a party-lst group
and has two members in the
House of Representatives,

The letter reached jeanneat-
te  Ribaya-Cawiding, ACT
Cordillera coordinator, who
sald it put teachers In danger.

*Nothing is normal, regular
or usual about government list-
ing ACT members, Lists, under
Mr, Duterte, mean dan-
ger—even death—for the list-
ed,” she said.

The Cordillera police at
Camp Dangwa traced the letter
to Police Station 2 of the Baguio
City Police Office (BCPO), said
Supt. Pelita Tacio, Cordillera
police information officer,

“As far as I know, there is no
memorandum issued by [Police
Regional Office Cordillera] to its
personnel to check on ACT
members,” Tacio said.

“We have asked the clty di-
rector of BCPO to [get] the com-
mander 1o explain why,” she
safd ina text message, NG
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Monitor China’s coral reef rehab—Alejano

By Maricel V, Cruz

MAGDALQ party-list Rep. Gary Alejano on
Wednesday urged the Duterte administration
to monitor China’s coral reef rehabilitation at
the South China Sea.

While China may be sincere in its alleged
intention to rchabilitate the coral reefs it de-
stroyed, “let us not forget that there is an
existing territorial conflict. The Philippine
government to take an active rvle in monitor-
ing this project being a claimant of the South
China Sea, The rehabilitation project could be
just ane of the many ploys of China to occupy
land feartures in the area,” said Alejano, an
oppositionist.

China earlier announced that it will rehabili-
tate the corn! ccosystem that it destroyed whilc
building manmade islands in the contested ter-
ritory, From 2013 to 2016, China's reclamation
and construction of artificial islands caused the
shredding of corals in the Spratlys.

Alejano said the process of rehabilitating
the coral recfs must also be accessible to the

claimants of the territory other than China.
“To unilaterally rehabilitate them denies

‘the ether parties, such as the Philippines,

of the right to cooperate. After all, environ-
mental conservation is not only a unilateral
concern, but a multi-party one, The unilat-
eral actions of China show a clear disrespect
to the Philippines as claimant of the terri-
tory,” Alejano said.

He asked the administration to look into the
ehvironiental conservation cffort cspecially
now that there is an existing territorial con-
flict among claimants,

Alejano was referring to reports on envi-
ronmental destruction and legal opinions on
the implications of wnilateral rehabilitation to
the South China Sea dispute, since China has
been occupying land features in the region
quietly but aggressively.

“This issue should be given attention by the
government becawse China’s rehabilitation
praject is not merely an environmentai issue.
Our conflict with China necessitates us to be
vigilant on this issue,” Alejano said. b{]
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By Leila B. Salaverria
@LeilasINQ

Detained Sen. Leila de Lima on
Wednesday underscored the
importance of an independent
judiciary as she hailed four
fearless judges whom the In-
quirer had named Filipines of
the Year, saying they give hope

to the cause of justice.
In a siatement from her de-

tention cell at Camp Crame in
Quezon City, De Lima com-
mended the judges and said
their recognition was timely.
“They prove that in the
midst of darkness and horror
under the current situation and

leadership, there remains a
sliver of hope from those who
remain free and brave instru-
menfs of justice,” De Lima said.

Warning to the abusive

“They also serve as a warn-
ing to the abusive and the op-
pressive. They are inspirations
to the the other decent mem-
bers of government,” she added.

The Inguirer on Sunday gave
its annual honor to Regional Triai
Court Judges Rodolfo Azucena Jr.

‘of Caloocan City, Arlene Lirag

Palabrica of Fagum City, Alexan-

der Tamayo of Malolos City, and

Andres Soriano ol Makati City,
Azucena last year convicted

fearless judges give hope
»f justice=De Lima

three police officers of murder-.

ing 17-year-old Kian delos Santos
tn an antidrug operation, while
Palabrica ordered the release of
activists whom the military ar-
tested for bringing food to and
rescuing “lumad” students.

Tamayo convicted retired
Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan for
the kidnapping and serious ille-
gal detention of two University
of the Philippines students,
while Soriano rejected the De-
partment of Justice's plea to re-
open the coup d'état case of
Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV after
the President voided his
anmnesty.

De Lima said the four judges

upheld judicial independence,

“No society can call itself
truly just and free without an
independent judiciary,” she
said. "And, an independent ju-
diciary rests largely on the in-
tegrity, competence and up-
rightness of its judges.”

According to De Lima, judi-
cial independence was needed
for the rule of law and was a
crucial component of constitu-
tional democracy, £

De Lima is detained on
what she calls trumped-up
drug trafficking charges that
shie says are retaliation for her
investigation of the killings un-
der Mr. Duterte’s watch. INQ
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With BRP Del Pifar sidelined, DND may ask US for 4th cutter
The Department of National Defense {DND) is studying the possibility
of acquiring a fourth Hamilton-class cutter from the US Coast Guard
(USGC), which has been gradually decommissioning the vessels in fa-
vor of more inodern types. One of the Philippine Navy's three former
Hanilton cutters, its flagship BRP Gregorio del Pilar (FF-15), could be
sidelined until the end of the year after it ran aground at Hasa-Hasa
Shoal in the West Philippine Sea, four months ago. Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana on Tuesday said his department would "not active-
ly ask” for the fourth cutter, aithough the Navy lacked high-en-
durance vessels. “If [USGC] makes an offer, we will study if it would
be favorable to us,” he said. The USGC has three remaining Hamilton-
class cutters from its old fleet of 12. —seANNEYTEL ANDRADE _
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Police, military map out
securlty for midterm polls

By IVY €. TEJANO

DAVAO CITY - The police and mili-
fary in Davao region have mapped out
measures to enisure a peaceful and order-
ly mid-term elections this year, with the
start of the poll period on January 19,

Though the election period is still {o
officially stagt on January 13, Sunday,
the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AI'P) and Philippine National Police

' (PNP) will start implementing a gun
ban on January 10, Thursday, accord-
ing to Police Regional Office (PRO) 11
spokesperson Chief Insp, Jason Baria
in a joint AFP-PNP press conference
at The Royal Mandaya Hotel.

In line with the election gun ban,
Baria said, legitimate holders of fire-
arms with permits-to-carry (PT'Cs) still
need to seek pun ban exemption from
the Commission on Elections (Comelec)
to be able to take their weapons outside
their homes.

“During the election pel riod, no per-

son shall carry or transport firearms or
deadly weapons anywhere—mayithea
privale or public establishment—even if
the person has the license to carry. They
can only carry their firearms unless au-
thorised by the Comelec,” Baria said,

He added that only members of the
PNP and AFL under the supervision of
the Comelec, will he allowed to carry
firearms during the election period.

It is stated in a Comelec resolution
thal members of the PNE AFE and oth-
er law enforcement agencies can only

~carry guns when in uniform or during

the performance of their duties.

Comelee Resolution No. 10446 stipu-
lates that those who seek exemption
{rom the gun ban and other prohibited
acts could apply for a certificate of au-
thority with the poli body. 1

Army’s 10th Infantry Division
spokesperson Captain Jerry Lamosao
also said that those who need police
personnel for security will have to seek
authority from the Comelec.
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Two anti-sub choppérs, 4 AAVs
to boost Navy’s capability

The Philippine Navy (PN} is ex-
pected to reecive in March its firsi two
anti-submarine helicoplers and four of
eight amphibious assault vehicles (AAV)
it has erdered for the Marine Corps.

This was disclosed by PN Flag-Offi-
cor-in-Command (FOIC) Vice Admiral
Robert BEmpediad in a chance interview
al the AFP Commissioned Officers'
Club in Camp Aguinaldo, Queron City
Tucsday.

"(Aside from the two anti-submarine)
helicopters, 'yung (the) amphibious
assault vehicles (AAVs) ng (of the)
Marines. Eight yun (order) pero four
ang darating ngayoenghut four of them
will arrive in) March. Maganda ‘yung
capability nun (It has good capability),”
he added. )

Iimpedrad was referring to the
AgustaWesgttand AW-159 "Wildeat" anti-
submarine helicopter, which the PN has

2

P

contracted for two units in the amount of
P54 billion, including weapons, mission
essential equipment and integrated logis-
tie support and the eight AAVs acquired
from Hanwha Techwin for 2,42 billion.
The anti-submarine helicopters will
give the PN the capability to detect and
neutralize underwater threats while the
AAVs will boost the Marine Corps’ sea-
based capability. '
Meanwhile, Empedrad said parson-

nel who will man the "Pohang-class"

eorvetie donated by South Korea arve

expected {o depart within the month and |

start training with the inteation of sail-
ing it home within the soonest possible
time. (PNA)
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The Philippine Navy (PN) will get a
boost in its capability this year with the
expected return to service of its flagship
BRP Gregovio del Pilar beforo the end of
2019, as well as the delivery in March of
two anti-submarine helicopters and four
amphibions assault vehicles.

BRP Gregorio del Pilay, which ran aground
off HasaHasa Shoal last August, is expected
t0 be available for operations before the end
of 2018, according to Vice Admirat Robert
Empedrad, PN flagofficer-in-command.

The ship sustained extensive damage to
its two propeliers as & result of the grounding,
requiring total replaccment.

“We need to get replacement propellers
from the US. it is expected to be available by
yearend. Bu if the delivery of the propellers
is hastened, we will be able to fix them
immediately,” he said.

At the moment, the patrol and other
duties of BRP Gregurio del Pilar are being
carried by her two sistet ships, the BRP
Ramon Alcaraz and BRP Andres Bonifucio.
. The BRP Gregorio del Pilar is one of
three Hamilton-class cuiters acquired by
the PN from the United Stales Goast Guard
and converted into frigates.

The frigates have a giross tonnage of 3,250
tons, a length of 378 feet, a beam of 43 feet
and draft of 15 feel w}u!e their propulsion
systems consist of two diesel engines and
two gas turbine engines, giving them a top
speed of 20 knots.

These vessels have a eruising range of
14,000 miles and have a sea and loiter time
of 45 days. They are armed with a 76 mm Oto
Melara automatic cannon, 26 ram and 20 mm
light cannons and .60-caliber machine guns.

' Meanwhile, Empedrad added the PN is

T

e
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up strength

set to receive in March its first two anti-
submarine helicopters and four out of eight
amphibious assault vehicles it has ordered
for the Marine Corps.

“Aside from the two anti-submarine
helicoptars, there are amphibiows assault vehicles
for the Marines. We actuzly ordered elght but the
first four will arive in March,” he said.,

PN is set to receive in March its first
two anti-submarine helicopters.

Empediad was referving tothe AgustaWestland
AW-168 “Wildeat” antisubmarine helicopter,
which the PN has contracted for two units
worth PG6.4 billion, inciuding weapons,
mission essontial equipment and
integrated logistic support and the eight
AAV acquired from Hanwha Techwin for
P2.42 billion.

The anti-submarine helicopters will
give the PN the capability to detect and
neutralize underwater threats while the
AAV will boost the Marine Corps’ sea-based
capability, according bi Empedrad. ORP

Page:
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PH Navy to receive 2 anti-sub helis, 4 AAVs in March

THE Philippine Navy is expected to
receive in Marech its first two anti-sub-
matine helicopters and four out of eight
amphibious assault vehicles it has ordered
for the Marine Corps,

This was disclosed by PN flag-officer-
in-command Vice Admiral Robert Em-
pedrad during a chance interview shortly
after the New Year’s Call at the AFP
Counnissioned Officers’ Club in Camp

Aguinaldo, Quezon City Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the PN flagship BRP Gre-
gorio del Pilat (FF-15), which ran aground
off Hasa-Hasa Shoal last August, is ex-
pected to be available for operations be-
fore the end of 2019.

This was confirmed by Empedrad, .

who said: “We need to get the propellers
from the US because these were the ones
that were damaged. It will be available by

yearend, If the delivery of the propeliers
is hastened, we will be able to fix these
immediately.

“The determining factor of the re-
placement work is the availability of the
propellers.”

For the moment, the patrol and other du-
ties of Del Pilar are being carried by its two
sister ships, the BRP Ramon Alcaraz (FF-
16) and BRP Andres Bonifacio (FF-17). MJ
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'Qulapo Church; ‘

Police said they have nol mon:tered any specific security
threat, but they deployed more than 7,000 personnel,
. inc!udiug bomb squads backed by a surveiliance helicopter, to
secure 1he annual procession of the wooden Black Nazarene
" along Manila's streets,

No liquor, phone signal /
Authorities imposed gun and liquor bans and cell phone
signals were jaramed in the vicinity of the procession. Flights
over the area were prohibited along with sailing in neachy

' Turn to page 6
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The spectacle reflects the unique brand of Catholicism which

includes folk superstitions, in Asia’s largest Catholic nation

From page 1

Manila Bay and along a key viver where
special police and Coast Guard forces
watched over bridges that the mass of
devoteos passed through.

Despite the threats and the tropical
heat, mobs of devotees garbed in
maroon-color shirts dangerously
squeezed their way into the tight pack
of humanily around a carriage carrying
the life-sized statue of Christ. They
threw small towels at volunteers on
the carriage, which was being pulied by
ropes, to wipe parts of the cross and the
statue in the belief that the Nazarene’s
powers cure ailments and ensure good
health and a hettor life.

Iconic image
Crowned with thorns and bearing a
eross, the Nazarene statue is believed
to have been brought from Mexico to
Manila onr a galleon in 1606 by Spanish
missionaries. The ship that carried it canght

ﬁre,: but the chared statue swvived, Some

" believe the statue's endurance from fires

and earthquakes through the centuries and
intense bombings during World War 11 is a
testament to s powers,

Crowned with thorns and
bearing a cross, the Nazarene
statue is believed to have been
brought from Mexico to Manila
on a galleon in 1606 by Spanjsh
missionaries,

The spectacle reflects the anique
brand of Catholicism, which includes
folk superstitions, in Asia's largest
Catholic nation. Dozens of Rilipinos
have themselves nailed fo crosses on

" Good Friday in another tradition to

emulate Christ’s suffering that draws
huge crowds and tourists each year.

Full alert
Police forces have been placed
on full alert ahead of Wednesday's

Just in case Members of the police and the mililary are all over the route of the procession

to guard against viclence and terrorism.

religious gathering amid military
offensives against Muslim militants
aligned with the Islamie State group
who have been blamed for a spate
of bombings and other attacks in the
volatile south,

Last week, suspected Muslim

BOB DUNGO JA.

militants remotely detonated a bomb
that killed two people and wounded
about 30 others near the entrance
of a shopping mall in a southern
Cotabato city as people did last-minute
shopping ahead of the New Year’s Lve
celebrations. AP
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DILG employee held

By EDD
REYES

A 57-YEAR-OLD employ-
ec of the Department of
the Interior and Local
Government (DILG) was
arrested after she joleed
that she has a homb in
her bag before noon Tues-
day at the inspection area
in the entrance of Cunetn
Astrodome in Pasny City.

Filsie Castillo, local gov-
eimment operution officer VI
of DILG and vesident of San-
tan Hoad, Alnsor Subdivision,

uloocan City was charged
with violation of Presidential
Deeree 1727 or the uwnlawful
dissemination or making
{alse Lhreat coneerning homlbs
hefore the Pasay Cily Prose-
ctiban’s Offfco.

Pasay City Police chiel
Senior Supl. Noel Flores said
members of the Presidential
Security Group (P8 were
deployed at the Cuneta As-
trodome on ‘Tuesday to pro-
vide soctity measiwes for the

arrival of President Rodrigo
Duterle who was set to at-
tend the Barangay SBummit
on Peace and Order.

Al sround 11:50 am,
when Castillo presented her
bag for inspeelion to Cpl.
Junalyn Ungab of PSG at
the entrance of the Asire-
dome, she uttered a word
“Ma'm hindi mo ha kakal-
kalin ang bag ko, may la- “

over bomb joke

man sa ilalim na bomba
yan”, prompting Ungab Lo
placo her under arrest.
Senior Supt. Flores said
that prior to the siart of
the event, Castillo was fre-
quently seen going in and
out of the Astredome and
every titoe she enlered at
the main entrance, Cpl,
Ungal subjected her to
hody and bag inspectien.




DU30 to cops,
soldiers: Don’t
drink in public

PRESIDENT Rodrigo
Duterte has ordered
members of the police
and military not to
drink in public,
Duterte made Lhe state-
ment as he recalled heating
up two uniformed personnel
for throwing a drunken fil
that led io an altercation.
“Kayong mga pulis, (I'm]
warning you. o not drink
in public. Sa Davac pinag-
bawalan ko ‘yan pati kayo
na ngayon, All over the

- Philippines,” Duterte said

during the Bavangay Sum-
mit on Peace and Orvder in
Pasay City.

“You do not enter into
drinking places kasi wala
kayong gawin ‘pag lasing

na, kayo ang ligas, paii
Army, huwag kayo magda-
la ng baril.”

He alse lamented the
involvement. of uniformed
personnel in kidnapping
and “high profile” killings.

Duterte previously
threalened policemen
enught in the premises of a
casino with dismisaal, say-
ing they have no business
to he there. '

Issued by then-Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos in
1977, Presidential Decree
H0GTB prohibils all govern-
ment officials and employ--
ees, including policcmen and
soldiors from entering and
playing inside casinos.

R Efren Montano
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Soldiers, cdup”swb'arred. from
drinking in public

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte has ordered members
of the police and military not to drink in public.
Duterte made the skatement as he recalled once

beating up two uniformed personnel for throwing a,

drunken fit that led to an altercation.

“Kayong mga pulis, [I'm}warning you. Donotdrink
in public. 5a Davao pinagbawalan ko “yan pati kayo na
ngayon. All over the Philippines,” Duterte said during

business to be there.

the Barangay Summiton Peaceand Orderin Pasay City.
“Youdonotenterintodrinking piaces kasiwalakayong
gawin’pag lasingna, kayoang tigas, pati Army, huwag
kayo magdala ng baril.”

He also lamented the involvement of vniformed
personne] in kidnapping and “high profile” killings.
Duterte previously theeatened policemen caughtonthe
premisesof acasino with dismissal, saying they haveno

Issued by then-President Ferdinand Marcos in
1977, Presidential Decree 1067B prohibits all govern-
ment officials and employees, including policemen

1as,

and soldiers from entering and pl}»ing inside casi-

fi

Also covered by the ban are persoits under 2t years
of age or students of any school in the Philippines.

f
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NUJP: RED-TAGGING OF JOURNALISTS ‘IDIOTIC AND PUTS

THEM IN DANGER

A group of journatists found itself
the subject of Red-tagging even
before the Alliance of Concerned
Teachers {(ACT) was subjected to
profiling by the Philippine Na-
tional Police as part of state ef-
forts to defeat communist rebels.

The National Union of Jour-
nalists of the Philippines (NUjP}
decried reports alleging that the
media group was a "legal front”
of the Communist'Paity of the

ment issued on Monday.

In defense of press freedom
The group stressed that its
membership “represents a broad
spectrumn of creeds and political
beliefs bound by a cormmon ded-
ication to defending and ex-
panding the bounds of freedom

" of the press and of expression.”

“We were initially tempted
to ignore the fantastic and, to be

Phitippines (CPP), its armed wing
New People’s Army, and umbrel-
la organization National Dermno-
cratic Front of the Philippines.

The reports, which came out
in tabloids, were hased on
claims made by a certain Mario
Ludades in the run-up to the
CPP's soth founding anniver-
sary on Dec. 26 last yearand by a
ceriain "Ka Ernesto,” supposed-
ly a former CPP member.

honest, hilaricus account of ‘Ka
Ernesto,” but for the fact that, as
idiotic as this attempt to smear

the NUJP is, it exposes our’

members and other colleagues
to potential danger from those
who might readily believe this
canard,” the media union said.
“With at least 12 colleagues
slain [on] the watch of a president
who has actually justified the mur-
der of jowmnalists... and openly and

The reports referred to -Lu-
dades as a self-proclaimed
founder of the communist
movement in the country.

“The National Unjon of Jour-
nalists of the Philippines de-
nounces continued efforts to
link us to the communist revo-
lutionary movement, which we
see as part of an orchestrated
effort to intimidate us into si-
lence,” the NUjP said in a state-

constantly curses and threatens
[ttze] mecia, we are taking this mat-
ter very, very seriously,” it added.

Dismayed that other journal-
ists had “allowed themselves ro
be used by cowardly enemies of
press (reedom even if it endan-
gers colleagues,” the NUJP said it
was consulting legal experts on
how to deal with the allegations.
—REPORTS FROM JAYMEE T. GAMIL
AND MELVIN GASCON INQ
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Sisen doubts government could end insurgencyin 3 years
Comimunist Party of the Philippines founding chair Jose Maria Sison
on Wednesday said he doubted the government's target of ending
insurgency within the remaining three years of President Duterte’s
Lerm. Saying that Mr, Duterte would be more concerned with his po-.
fitical survival for the duration of his presidency, Sison suggested
the resumption of genuine peace talks as the only way by which he
could deliver on his promise at a shorter time. “The scheme {of end-
ing insurgency] will surely fait from day to day, week to week,
month to month, and from year to year as the NPA {New People’s
Army) wHl intensify tactical offensives and mass work,” Sison said
in a statement posted on his Facebook account. Government securi-
ty forces, he said, “cannot accomplish in three years what they failed
to accomplish in 50 years.” —JEANNETTEL ANDRADE

b
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Joma: New deadline
to crush NPA will fail

The new deadline set
by the Duterte administra-
tion to finish off the com-
munist movement will fail,
Communist Party of the
Philippines (CPP) founding
chairman Jose Ma. Sison
said yesterday. :

“The.., military and po-
lice of the same exploiting
classes cannot accomplish in
three years what they failed
to accomplish in 50 years,”
Sison said in a statement
posted on the website of the
National Democratic Front.

“The scheme will surely
fail from day to day, week
to week, month to month
and from year to year as
the NPA (New People’s
Army) will intensify tactical
offensives and mass work,”
he said.

President Duterte pushed
back the deadline to beat
communist insurgency by
the middle of this year to
the end of his term in 2022.

“These are lame duck
years for him during which
infighting among his follow-
ers will be debilitating and
challenges will rise from
within the ruling system as
well as from the revolution-
ary forces,” Sison said,

P30-M heavy
equipment burned

Meanwhile, suspected
INPA rebels burned several

heavy equipment worth
around P30 million in Kala-
mansig, Sultan Kudarat on
Monday.

Chief Inspector
Badrudin Esmael, town
police chief, said the rebels
stormed the compound
of Janmerc Builders
in Barangay Hinalaan
ataround 4 a.m. and
poured gasoline on two
payloaders, a road roller, a
transit mixer and a backhoe
before setting them on fire.

Prior to the incident,
another group of rebels
reportedly burned heavy
equipment parked along the
road in the same barangay.

June Buendicho, project
engineer of Janmere, said
some of the equipment were
new.

Janmerc is building
government infrastructure
projects in Lebak and Kala-
mansig towns,

In Abra, police are look-
ing into the possible in-
volvement of the NPA in the
killing of military informant
Modesto CarsolaSr, 64, in
Pilar town on Tuesday.

Carsola was harvesting
tomatoes in Sitio Kaba-
yugan, Barangay Gapang
when he was reported]
shot at close range. i

~ Jose Rodel Clapaiio,
Ramil Bajo, John Unson,
Artemio Dumlao

T
N
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Joma: Gov’t can’t defeat NPA

BY VICTOR REYES

COMMUNIST leader Jose Maria
“Joma” Sison yesterday said gov-
crnment cannot defeat the New
People’s Army in the pext three
years or during the remainder of
President Duterte’s teemy becanse
“the NPA will intensify tactical
offensives and mass work.”

Sison, founder of the Commnu-
nist Party of the Philippines, was
reacting to the military statement
Tuesday that its poal is to end the
NPA, the CPP% armed wing, this
year.

Defense Sceretary Delfin
Lorenzana has said defeating the
NPA within the year may not be
feasible. Fle gave a timetable of
three years, or the remaining teem
of the Duterte administration.

There are abour 3,500 NPA
members nationwide. The military
has regulatly been reporting NPA

surtetuders,

Sison, who bas beeo on self-
exile jn the Nethetlands since the
late 80s, saicd the new timetable is
hound to fail, just like the previ-
ous military objectives to end the
rebel movement over the past
50 years. ’

“The same military and police of
the same exploiting classes cannot
accomplishin three years what they
failed to accomplish in 50 years”
he said.

Sison, who acts as chicf political
consultant of the National Demo-
cratic Front of the Philippines,
said President Duterte “will have
difficulty surviving politically” in
the next three yeats,

“These are lame duck years
for him, during which infighting
among his followers will be debili-
tating and challenges will rise from
within the ruling system as well as
from the tevolutionary forces,”

20

said Sison,

Sison last week said the com-
munist group’s priority this year is
Prosidest Duterte’s ouster.

Duterte tevived peace talks
with Sison’s group shortly after
Ire became president in 2016.
He finally cancelled the peace
tatks last year, after several sus-
peusions, because of the NPAs
continued attacks on security
forces. "I'he Duterte government
has wrned 1o holding peace talks
with local leaders instead of
those based in Furope.

Recently, Duterte expressed
openness to resuining the peace
talles, provided the talks will be held
in the Philippinés,

Sison said 1Duterte’s demand
to hold talks in the Philippines is
meant to expose NIJFP negotia-
tors, cousultants and nepotiators
to “surveillance, control, dutess

and manipulation, ﬂ-’V
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NPA hit squad kills CAFGU in Negms

Central Command (Cenleom) cmtmg ;
spokesman Maj. Abel Polutan identi- !
fied in a media release to Manila Bul-

By WHNERVA BC NEWMAM

CEBU CI'I'Y-— Members of the New
People’s Army’s (NPA) assassination

squad killed an off-duly CAFGU Aclive

Auxiliary (CAA) memberin Linantuyan,

Guihulngan, Negros Oriental, Sunday.
Armed Forces of the Philippines’

>\

letin the militiaman as Joseph Gabia, a

- resident of Linantuyan.

Potulan satd Gabia was on his way
back te his patrol base in Linantuyan
after settling a family problem when he
was killed by an NPA Special Partisan

Unit (Spatu) team,

The Sparu killed 19 people in
Guihulngan alone in 2618, Pototan said.

It also acts as the private army of
NPA-supported polilieal bels and re-
sort to coercion to inlimidate Lhe bets'
rivals, Potutan added. .

Et. Gen. Nocl Clement, Cenlcom
comrtandet; condemned the killing of
(rabia and vowed to pui a stop to the
spale of NPA killings in Negros.

“We decry the terroristic acts and
brutality of the NPA bandits. Guihuln-
gan town has been covered with fear
since hese {errorisls lord over the
lives of the people through Sparu op-
erations,” Clement said.

Clement said that last Dee 27, the
government launched the one time
serving of 97 seaveh warrants and ar-
rested 27 armed personalities, killed
soven others alleged {0 be NPA mem-
bers.

|
i
f
\
|



CAFGU nilikida ng NPA-Sparu’

Isa na namang mi-
yembro ng CAFGU
Active Auxillary (CAA)
ang nalagas matapos
likidahin ng Sparu hit
squad ng New People's
Army (NPA) sa Negros
-lsland sa Brgy. Lina-
tuyan, Guihulngan City,
iniutat kahapon.

Kinilala ni Major
Abel Potulan, acting
chief ng AFP Central
Command ang bikti-
ma na si CAA Joseph

Gabia, residents ng na-
sabing lugar na nasawi
agad sa lugar dahil sa
dami ng tama ng bala
sa katawan.

Sa tala, sinabi ng
opisyal na si Gabia ay
ika-19 pinasiang ng
SPARU unit sa lala”
wigan ng Negros si-
mula noong nakalipas
na taon hanggang sa
unang bahagi ng Ene-
ro ng 2019. Bandang
alas-5:30 ng hapon

kamakalawa habang
pabalik sa patrol base
sa Brgy. Linantuyan
ang bikiima nang siva
ay tambangan at pay-
babarilin ng mga re-
helde,

Tinukoy ng opisyat
na ang NPA's Special
Partisan Unit (Sparu),
ang hit squad ng ko-
munistang grupo ang
n.asr—.; likod ng pama-
masiang sa biklima.
{Joy Cantos) l@n

-
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NPA rebels burn heavy équipme'nt- in Sultan Kudarat

SHARIFF AGUAK, Maguindanao; The Philippine Na-
- tional Police (PNP) in Isulan, Sultan Kudarat
province on Wednesday said suspected com-
munist-tebels toiched eight heavy equipment
of a construction firm completing a road proj-
ect ina village there,
Chief Supt. Eliseo Tam Rasco, director of

the Police Regionl Ofﬁce 12 {Soccsksargen),

said about 20 gunmen in fatigues, helieved to
be New Peoples Army {NPA) rebels, arrived at
| about 4:50 a.m. on Monday at the site where
' ]'mmerc Construction Company's machmes
' were parked and set these abfa?e '

“Light pieces of heavy equipment were set on
fire,” Rasco added, quoting a report from lhe
Kalamansig municipal police office.”

Seven of the machines weré biitned in
Barangay Hinalaan center, while'a backhoe
was torched in Sitio Samag, also in the same-
village.

Among. those bitriied were a payloader,

cement Tixer, cargo trick, road rolier, dump ’

truck and’ backhoe.

Rasco'said the police and the Philippine
Marines hiavé been déployed to the village of
Hinaldin, ane of the upland villages of the

'CODStl'l[Cthﬂ

coastal town of Kalamansig where commu.
nist rebels operate. '

" The Janmerc conistruction firm is completing

a road concreting project from the town of Seh,
Ninoy Aquino to Kalamansig, it
A police official said the communist rebels
had been harassing the conslrucqgm_ﬂ,rm,
demanding, revoluuonary taxes and “prgfec-
tion money,” So; it ¢ould commuegttfé%road
The demand’ Waz Tepeatedly dcmEd by"‘the
matiagement of the 1. '

wLMimR L JANN*AEM
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50-year-old communist
rebellion ‘failed dream’

THE 50-year insurgency -

ofthe CommunistParty of
the Philippines (CPP) is a
“faited dream,” President
Rodrige Dutertesaid Tues-
day, as he again criticized
the rebels and branded
them as “extortionists.”

Butertealsodismissed
the alleged goal of com-
mumist rebels to take over
government as “stupid
thinking.”

“Hindi mo makuha
ang Pilipinas, hindi mo
makuha ang jsang baran-
gAYy 54 isang araw tapos
papasok ka ng ganoong
patayan?” Duterte said in
aspeechdaring the Baran-
gay Summiton Peaceand
Order in Pasay City.

The President said he
could easily order themil-
itary to bomb mountains
where the rebels ave hid-

military not to take rebel
returnees anymore, and
againthreatened toissuea
“shoot-to-kill” order
against the NPA.

“Anong mangyari pag
orderiit ko ‘yansamilitary
na shoot-to-kifl? ‘Wag na
kayomagkuha ng prison-
er,basta geretso nalahat,”
he said.

But despite his harsh
words, the Chief Execu-
tivesaid thegovernmentis
stilt leaving a “small win-

ing,
““Akonagho-hold lang
talaga ako, napakarami
kong helicopter, sabi ko
‘wag muna,” he said.

“Linisan mo ‘yang
buong gubat, plantsahin
mo ‘yan ng bala. Nagho-
hold lang talaga ako,” he
added.

Therebels, according to
Duterte, havebeen “anir-  dow” for peace talks.
ritation” for the govern- “Nag-iwanakongkon-
ment. ingbutas, smallwindow.
“"Wagka mm\iwaladiyanﬁ?;just in case you want to
saano [revolution}. .. it'sa ¥ resume, at least there is a
faileddream,” hedeclared.  window where we can
He even suggested to the  use,” Duterte satd.
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BIEF bomb plot foiled; 3 IEDs seized

Government forces foiled an attempt of the Bangsam-
oro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) to set off a bomb in
Sultan sa Barongis, Maguindanao yesterday.

Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, 6th Infantry Division
commandet, said soldiers recovered three improvised
explosive devices (IEDs) following an encounter with the
BIFF men in Sitio Landing Fish, Barangay Darampua at
around 9 a.m. .

“Their usual targets are urban centers in Central Mind-
anao... Their possible intention is to distupt the upcoming
plebiscite,” Sobejana said. ﬁ ~Jaime Laude

,,(’(
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Troops seize bombs
after clash with BIFF

GOVERNMENT forces yesterday
seized three improvised bombs
yesterday in Maguindanao afrer
a firefight with members of the
Bangsamoro Tslamic Preedom
Fighters in Maguindanao.

The militacy said the seizure of
the bombs, made from 81 mm mor-
tat shells, preernpted planned bomb-
ings by the 18IS-inspired group.

No one was repotted killed or
injured in the firefight, said Maj.
Gen. Cirilite Sobejana, com-
mander of the Army's 6th Infantey
Diviston,

Troops from 40th Infantry Bat-
talion were on a combat operta-
tion when they encountered the
BIEF group in Sitio Landing Fish,
Batangay Darampua in Sultan s
Barongis town at around $:30 a.m,

Sobejana said soldicrs are pur-
suing the BIFF which is being
blamed {or December 31 bombing
at the South Seas mall in Cotabaro
City, which left two persons dead
and scotes others injured.

A suspect in the mall bombing

was surrendered to the police on
Sunday by his relatives, after they
saw his picture on TV mgged as
a suspect.

He did not admit involvement,
according to police.

Sobejana said the recovery of
the improvised bombs foiled
potential bombings by the BIFE
As to the targets for bombing,
Sobejana said the “wsual targets
arc urhan centers here in Central
Mindanao.”

He said the BITY is out to spoil
the January 21 plebiscite for the
ratification of the Bangsamoto
Organic Law, which will establish a
new political entity in the South as
part of the 2014 peace agrecment
with the Moro Islamic Liberation
Iront,

The BIFE is composed mostly
of former MILY members. The
BIFL pledged alleginnce with the
Eslamic State ol Iraq and Syria
a few years ago, along with the
Maute and the Abu Sayyaf groups.

~ Victor Reyes @? )/
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PLANONG PAMBOBOMBA NG BIFF, NASILAT

Kung hindi umaso sa
sumbong ng mga tesidente
sa militar tungkol sa pag-
bibiyahe ng mga bomba
ng mpa pinaghihinalasang
Bangsamoro Islamic Free-
dom Fighters {BIFF} ay
hindi masisilat. ang bala-
kin ng mga bandido na
macdarsik ng leronsmo
e ankarebaber oo
s TRMATL
s St Landigy Fish,

[TREN ISR TTTI PO YT

Brgy. Darampua, Sultan
sa Barongis, Maguindanao,
kahapon,

Ayonkay Army's6* [n-
fantry Division (113) Com-
mander Major Gen. Cirilito
Sobejana, dakong alas-9:30
ng umaga nang marckober
ang mga “anti-persoinel
miRes” ng fropa n2 Atmy’s

0 tafinre Bt o

el pa boge s

MM ang triggering device
matapos ang mahigit imang
minutong palitan ng putok
sn pagitan ng tropa ng mga
sundalo at ng mga Dawlah
Islamiyah Toraylic group,
isa sa paksyon ng BIFE.
Ang nasabing Anti-Per-
somet Mines ay paling sa
mashy area sa Sullao sa
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ZUBIRI THANKS
SG FOR JUNKING
PLEAS TO BLOCK
BOL PLEBISGITE

Senate Majority Leader juan
Miguel Zubiri on Wednesday
thanked the Supreme Court
for turning down petitions to
block the Jan, 21 and Feb. 6
plebiscite for the Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL).

“T'his will now pave the
way for a smooth and orderly
plebiscite that 1 believe will
usher in the peace and pros-
perity that we sorely need in
the Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao {ARMM),"
he said in a statement.

Zubirt noted that he and
his colleagues in the Senate
and the House of Representa-
tives voted almost unanimous-
ly for tire measure's approval.

“We trust the Office of the
Solicitor General to defend
our ineasure on the cases
pending with the Supreme
Court and that we, legislators,
are wiiling to fend a helping
hand to strengthen our case
for the BOL,” he said. ﬁ/&/ ’

Charting new path
Also on Wednesday, Sen,
Aquilino Pimentel HI defend-
ed the constitutionality of the
BOL, saying the 1987 Charter
did not restrict the govern-
ment from charting a new
path for Muslim Filipinos.
Two weeks before Min-
danao residents decide the
fate of the BOL in a
plebiscite, Pimentel said
Congress had enacted a law
that complied with the provi-
sions of the Constitution.
“Our Constitution is a liv-
ing docurent. It is not a strait-
jacket which should restrict us
from adjusting to changing
times and circumstances,” Pi-
mentel said. —psvar INQ

>/
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on BOL, SC asked

Senators appealed yester-
day to Supreme Court (5C)
justices to be liberal in their
deliberations on the constitu-
tionality of the Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL).

Senate Majority Leader
Juan Miguel Zubiri, who
chaired a sub-committee on
the BOL, thanked the SC
for not issuing a restraining
order on the plebiscite for the
ratification of the law.

“] am appealing to the
honorable magistrates of the
highest court of the land to...
be liberal in their discussions
on the BOL and consider the
measure as an instrument of
peace for our Muslim broth-
ers and sisters,” Zubiri said.

He said not issuing a
restraining order paves the
way for a smooth and orderly
plebiscite that would “usher
in the peace and prosperity
that we sorely need in the
Autonomous Region of
Muslim Mindanao.”

Zubiri noted that members
of the Senate and the
House of Representatives
unanimously voted for the
approval of the BOL.

“We appeal as welt to all
parties, including those who
opposed the measure to give
this law a chance to uplift the
lives of our Muslim brothers
and sisters afier decades of

7

fighting and deaths of close to
100,000 people due to never-
ending conflicts between the
government and secessionist
groups,” Zubiri said.

Senate Minority Leader
Franklin Driton also
expressed confidence that
the SC would uphold the
constitutionality of the BOL.

“] personally devoted time
and attention to the crafling
of the law to make sure
that... it is compliant with the
Constitution,” Drilon said.
~ Paolo Romero, Jose Rodel
Clapano

"
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Be liberal in discussions
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uterte urged

o

92

to do more 10 ensure
passage of BOL

and cities of Marawi and Lamitan, where

votes in the January 21 plebiseite will be
counted as one, according to officials.

But the epposition, they said, appears lo

he very strong in the cities of Cotabato and

~ Isabela {in Basilan) and Lanao def Norte as

By ALI Q. MACABALANG

"’“"e% OTABATO CITY - Peacc ad-
vocates have urged President
, Duterte to give more vocal
suppmttofm “yes” or ratify-

iy
R

ing votes in areas outside the existing
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mind-
anao (ARMM) to ensure the passage of
thé Bangsamore Organic Law (BOL).
Ratification of Republic Act (H.A.)
11054, or the BOL,, is already expected
in eomponent aveas of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM),
namely, Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur,

well as parls of North Cotabate, which are
being considered for coverage under the
Bangsamoro Autonornous Region in Mustii

Mindanao (BARMM) proposed under BOL.

Voters in these arcas, as well as in
some 100 other barangays petitioning
for inclusion in BARMM, will decide in
a separate plebiscite on February 6.

Known supporters of BOL rati-

Sulu, Basilan and Tawi-Tawi provinces

Hataman and four of his five provincial
governors, as well as local civil sociely
organizations (CS0s), have acknowl-
edged the circulation of Presideni
Duterte’s video asking stakehelders
to “give peace a chance™ and vote for
“yes” in the plebiscites.

“Talagang sinusuportahan ng Pan-
gulo ito (BOL). Pero ang tingin ko dapat
mas actively mag-involve si President
rito sa kampanya na dapat manalo ang
‘ves’ (in areas outside ARMM),” Hata-
man was quoted as saying.

Hataman was hinling at a popular
clamor for the President to meet all
key leaders in ARMM, Cotabato and

fication like ARMM Governor Mujiv

Isabela cities, Lanao del Norle and
North Cotabato, and persuade them
to appreciate brighter potentials in the
ratification of BOL.

Local C80s have corroborated Hata-
mai’s views, saying the President “should
at least ask veigning politicians to let their
constituent voters to decide frce.”fl

'The Officeof the Presidential Adviser
on the Peace Process (OPAPD) and the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILI),
as well as Toeal leaders of the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front (MNLE), have
focused their campaign on Cotabato City,
considered the “crown jewel” for the
More fronts, and Lanao del Noerte,
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SAF battalion
tapped for BOL

The pl'ebisic'ité wouldbeheld Just four days before the fourth anniversary

- of the Mamasapano massacre

By Mario J. Mallari

The Philippine National Pelice (PNP) will
deploy a hattalion of its elite Specizl Action
-‘Force (5AF) in Mindanao to beef up security
torces and ensure peaceful and ordetly conduet of
the plebiscite for the ratification of Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL).

Even as this (Iew,loped the Armed Forces
of the Philippines reported it foiled an armed
group's bid te transport an improvised explosive
device to Cotabato City after a brief fivefight in
Sultan Sa Barungis, Magoindanao vesulting in
the recovery of theee 8lmm mortar shells with a
irigerring device.

PNP chief Divector General Oscar Albayalde
yesterday said the SAF troopers will be sent to
Cotabato City three days before the 21 January
scheduled plebiscite.

The government security cluster identificd
Cotabato Gity and some parts of Lanao provinces
as among the “critical areas” in conmection with
the BOL plebiscite.

“We will be sending troops from the SAF and
we will be having a sendoff on 18 January. Right -
there in Cotabato, we will be sending one battalion
as augmentation,” Albayalde said,

The piebiscite would be held just four days
before the fourth anniversary of the 25 January
20156 Mamasapano massacre when 44 members
of the elite police commande were killed in a
firefight with More rebels which doomed the
appreval of the proposed Bangsamoro Basic Law.

This will now pave the way for a smooth
and orderly plebiscite that 1 believe will
usher in the peace and prosperity that
we sorely need,

Regional Public Safety Battalion units in Lazon
wore also placed on standby for possible deployment
in Mindanao, if necessary, sccording to Albayalde,

Last 31 December, an improvised explosive
device exploded at a shopping mall in Cotabato
City — killing two persons and wounding more
than 80 others, Cotabato City Mayor Cynthia



Guiani-Sayadi claimed they received the threat
from a Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
leader prior to the bomb attack. -

The MILF lias already committed to the
peaceful holding of the plebiscite for BOL
which was the result of its decadeslong peace
negotiations with the Philippine government.

Meanwhile, Senate Majority Leader Juan
Miguel Zubiri vesterday lauded the Supreme Court
{SC) for refusing to issue a temporary restraining
order (TRO) against the BOL plebiscite,

Zubiri maintained the BOL Congress passed
almost unanimously and signed by President
Rodrigo Duterle last year could stand questions
on its constitutionality,

The Sulu provincial g{wernment and the
Philippine Constitutional Aqsociatign filed -
separate petitions against the BOL«iaSﬁanr On
Tuesday, the SC consolidated the £Wo cases and
gave the parties 10 days to file comiient without
granting the petitioner’s prayer for a TROY

“f laud and thank the Supreme Court on fheir
decision not Lo grant a TRO on the plebiseite for
the Bangsamoro Organic Law,” Zubiri said.

“This will now pave the way for a smooth and

I orderly plebiscite that 1 helieve will usher in the
peace and prosper lty that we sorely need in the
Antonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao,” he added.
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A battalion of elite police
commandos will be deployed in
Cotabato City and other areas
in the central and western part
of Mindanao as part of security
for the Bangsamoro Organic
Law plebiscite.

Director General Oscar Albay-
alde, chief of the Philippine Na-
tional Police, said the send-off
ceremony for a battalion of PNP
Special Action Force comman-
dos will be heid on Jan. 18 or
two days before the plebiscite
on Jan. 21,

"We will be sending there
troops from the SAF and we will
be having a sendoff on Jan. 18
there in Cotabato. We will be
sending one battafion as aug-
mentation,” said Albayalde.

The deployment of additional
troops came after the Cotabato
City bombing that killed three
persons and injured more than
30 athess.

The blast is being linked to
the BOL plebiscite.

Albayalde said that he had
met other top government se-
cunitky officials to discuss the se-
curity preparations, particularly
in Cotabato and Lanao.

“These are the areas which
we see as critical,” said Albay-
alde.

Local officials of Cotabao
were reported to have second
thoughts in supporting the BOL

~
N

SAF securing BOL plebiscite

following the bomb attack on
New Year's Eve.

Some local officials in Lanao,
on the other hand, are report-
edly opposing the inclusion of
some of their harangays in the
proposed Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region,

The Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters was among
those groups inltially tagged as
responsible for the bombing.
The BIFF, a breakaway faction
of the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front, has been opposing a
peace agreement with the gov-
ernment — the reason of which
is that the BIFF is rooting for
an independent Islamic state in
Mindanao.

A bombing suspect is now cur-
rently under custody but police
said they have vet to establish
his group affilation. The sus-
pect has denied involvement.

Albayalde said they will imple-
ment measures to ensure the se-
curity of the plebiscite and part
of it is fo put on standby police
forces for any eventuality.

“For other regions which are
not involved in the BOL like
those regions in Luzon, we will
have them prepare for standby
companies from their Regional
Public Safety Baltalions in case
na kailanganin pa natin “yung
additional troops sa Mindanao,”
said Albayalde. o]
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A GREAT BRITISH VIEW

DANIEL PRUCE
e [ES— ]

Vibrant democratic
traditions

anigong Bagong Taon po
sa inyong lahat! 2019 will
be animportant year for

both our countries. In the UK we
will leave the European Union on
29 March, in line with the results
of our referendum held in 2016.
Here in the Philippines there
will be two important popular
votes, the first later this month
in the plebiscite on the Bangsamoro Organic Law
and the second in the Mid-Term elections in May. A
referenduin, a plebiscite and country-wide elections
are testimony to the vibrant democratic traditions
common to both our countries.

2018 was a great year for our bilateral relations.
In September Finance Secretary Dominguez led the
biggest ever senior level delegation from the Philip-
pines to visit the UK. This was tribute to our close
commercial partnership. The UK remains the biggest
European investor in the Philippines. Two-way trade
and investment has now grown to almost £1.4 billion,
while UK exports grew by 25 percent in 2017.

And Secretary Dominguez and his delegation were
customers at the first of 25 Jollibee restaurants opening
in the UK in the next five years!

Meanwhile growing numbers of British companies
are active here in the Philippines —over 200, spanning
all sectors - from retail to engineering.

And we are both committed to ensuring this
commercial relationship can prosper in the future.

Through our annual High Level Talks
{most recently here in Manila last No-
vember) we are driving forward our
Joint Statement of Intent on Enhanced
Economic Cooperation. We were de-
lighted when the government recently

assed the Fase of Doing Business
EODB} Act, inspired by some of our
measures in the UK.

The links between our peoples are
going from strength to strength. More
Filipinos are choosing the UK to live,
work, study and go on holiday. Nearly
250,000 now live in the UK. And we are
the leading European holiday destina-
tion for Filipinos. We are granting more
visas than ever!

Nearly 17,000 Filipinos are working
in our National Health Service. I was
delighted to see that one of them - Nurse
Joy Ongcachuy —has just been awarded
the Order of the British Empire for her
work in the aftermath of the London
Bridge terrorist attack in June 2017.

Our Chevening Scholarships pro-
gramme is growing rapidly. We sent a
record 36 scholars to the UK last year
and hope to send even more in 2019.
Alongside this we have a dynamic and
expanding Newton Agham programme,
offeting research grants ancf PhD schol-
arships in the fields of science and in-
novation.

And as we look to the wider world
the UK and the Philippines are working
together on the shared challenges facing
today’s global community such as the
Illegal Wildlife Trade, Climate Change,
Organised Crime (our police forces
signed their first ever memorandum of
understanding last year} and international



terrorism. I also hope that as we move
through 2019 our two countries will be
able to stand together in defence of the
rules based international system which
has served past generations so well.

I'began by noling that the Philippines
and the UK are both vibrant democra-
cies. Our countries have proud histories
of support for the institutions which
guarantee the freedoms essential to any
democracy. In 2019 the British Govern-
ment will launch a global campaign
in support of media freedom. I look
forward to working closely on this with
the full spectrum of our partners herein
the Philippines.

Over the course of my diplomatic
career I have learned from personal ex-
perience that the relationship between
government and media can sometimes
be bumpy. But I have enormous respect
for the work of journalists around the
world. They perform an important role
in all our societies and we all have a
strong interest in ensuring they are able
to go about their profession with free-
dom and without fear. As the great Brit-
ish Prime Minister, Sir Winston Church-
ill said, “A-free press is the unsleeping
guardian of every other right that free
men prize; it is the most dangerous foe
of tyranny.”

1look forwari to working with all of
the UK's partners in the Philippines on
all of these issues throughout 2019 as we
continue to build an ever closer, richer
and deeper telationship;

(Daniel Priice is the British Ambassador
to the Philippines. Twitter @DanielPruce)
*
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To reduce the risk
of fights breaking out
during drunken mo- &
ments, President Duterte has or-
dered members of the military

and police to stop drinking:in . | presidenc: :
! Transportation Office chief Virginia

 -public places. Both the Philippine
National Police and Armed Forces
of the Philippines are drawing up

President’s order.

The President noted that the i _
risk of fights breaking out in’ ! Marcos-era presidential decrees,

-bars and other watering holes is -

heightened when cops and sol-

diexs are packing guns. He said

some fights erupt merely over the

use of the karaoke microphone,”

even when those fighting are all
singing oul of tune.
Whether the order will be car-

PryneerH

ITORIAL

" ment officials and

employees including
g military personnel
dates back to the Marcos regime.
snigno Aquino HI during his
residency had to let go of his Land

i Torres, after she was caught on
i video using slot machines i what

the guidelines to implement the } she described as a gaming arcade

'} rathet than a casino.

. The casino ban, embodied in two

i was reaffirmed by the Duterte ad-
! ministration in a circular issued in
! September 2016. The reports that
: yeached President Duterte about
“the recent kidnappings showed that
i"the ban has been ignored. '

- Police and military'peé_soonnel

have managed to ignoré prohibi-

have bees similar orders in the !

past, under different administra-

tions, but after a brief period of ;
i monitor the movements of every
i member of the PNP and AFF, But

compliance, cops and soldiers
return to their old ways.

The President’s order came on
i ing and private sector cooperation,
: violators of the prohibitions may be
: apprehended at random and meted

the heels of another one prohibit-
ing police and military personnel
from playing in casinos. He said he
ardered the ban after receiving re-
ports of policemen kidnapping pa-
trons at a casino in Metro Manila.

The casino ban on all govern-

ried out temains to be seen, There : tions on drinking in public places

and playing in casinos by simply

i wearing civilian clothes. It can

be impossible for authorities to

with technology, barangay monitor-

: punishment. The administration
: must show that the President’s

¢ order will not turn out to be just
i another idle threat.
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The Trillanes
conundrum

"'I“H E
ques-
tion, of

course, is
whether

J0I0
ROBLES

or not =

Sen. Antonio Trillanes 4th wllleverbL

h noi:.ké FROM Al .

Trrllanes

seen in .ﬂm contry again, or at least
- it the, en.d ‘of the Duterte admin-
jstratuon No one-is seriously betting

" that he will, ‘espetially now that-a. |
s amnesty granted to Triflanes was void

““from the start because he failed to-
- comply ‘with two. {gﬁ]unrements —an,
~official -amnesty” appl:catmn and an
" admission of guilt. Dispite Trillanes’

Makati Cil)g court has thrown out his

" ‘dpyfeal ‘agaitist the revocation ofhis-
'amnesty on an old rebellion charge. ",
'This is the same Trillanes, after ali,”

whn would not leave his office in the

Senate because he was deathly scared'of . -
Bemg arrested fate last year. He would--

tather sot in the Senate, perhaps, than
" suifferonce again the indignity of being
dw by hisbelt out of his office, like
‘ ln that unforgettable photograph of
“him beinig taken out of the posh Mamla
I’emnsula hotel in 2007,
- Now that Trillanes is out of the country
for"amofspealdngm@gemems, ashe
" fold thie court hearing on the various cases
- Tiled agalrst him, you think he'd risk the
mi:an‘ammm of arvest like an ordinaty
cinmmuponhmmtum?ldoh'tmmkso
. Italso comes as o surprise to me that
. fihlim first reaction to the revival of
The rebellion charges filed against him
is to blime President Rodrigo Duterte.
Asfar as'l can tell, the only involvement
of Duteste in the Trillanes cases is pas”

sive +< he empowered and emancipated
thie vatious. couris that had been under

, emendous pressure from the Palace in
the woprevioas administrations to “sit*
dh the cases m\'elwng the senator.

g

=RoblesA6

‘Theissueis tidyalegal one, thathinges

" ontheconstitutionality of the presidential

proclamation that voided Trillanes’ am-
esty. during the Aquino years. That case
is pending before the Supreme Court.
The government alleged that the

arguments, Makati .]udge agreed
..wltfr‘jhe prosecution by:ruling that

- the primary evidence 10 prove the
* supposed filing was a copy of the ap-

plication formitself,

'The background is this: Although
Gloria Artoyo was fotced 16 put down
Trillanes’ and his Magdalo group's rebel-
lion at both Oakwood and the Peninsula,
she was also always painfully awareof the
political cost of doing so.

. Ontheonehand, Aroyo knewthat there
was unrest among the junicr militaty offi-

- censdisgruntled bycormuptioninthearmed .
.. forces. But, she could not push too hard or .

the senior officers who were also silently
backing Magdalo could tum against her
and start a full blown rebellion,

S0, she did a delicate dance of appeas-

" irfg the senior officers who supported her

while winning over those in the lower
ranks who had actual soldiers in their
command. Arreyo basically sold her soul

" for peace throughotit'the ilitary.

Asfarasthecourtsthatwere hearing the

Page: ] f !




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS
10 JANUARY 2019

www.retiredanalyst.blogspot.com

NPA's supply cache found in SurSur town

From the Philippine Information Agency (Jan 8, 2019): NPA's supply cache found in SurSur town

e

SAN MIEL, §'ungao dIur — A cache of ammunitions and several materials of
theCommunist New People’s Army Terrorists (CNTs) were discovered by the Army’s 36th
Infantry (Valor) Battalion in Sitio Kiskis, Barangay Siagao, San Miguel town.

Civil-Military Operations (CMO) Officer Captain Francisco Garello Jr. said the troops
captured the following materials used by the CNTs: four IED switches, one digital tester,
one roll scotch tape, one piece Talk N Text Simpack, 10 pieces lcom commercial radio, two
pieces Extra Battery Pack for commercial radio, two pieces CP charger, two pieces Nokia
cellphone battery, 10 pieces HH Icom antenna, 40 pieces assorted transistors, one piece
comb, 56 rounds of 76.2 ball ammo of M14, two M14 empty magazines (Unserviceable);
three pouches (Small Size), 11 pcs ballpen; one topographic map, nine pieces
notebooks/primers/ leaflets, one piece bandolier, four pairs combat boots, one round 60mm

mortar (Unserviceable), and one scissor.

According to Capt. Garello, the supply cache owned by the CNTs was kept hidden in the
said area, as per information from the concerned citizens in Barangay Siagao.

Lt. Col Xerxes Trinidad, Commanding Officer of the 36IB, said “the successful capture of
said supplies is a result of the yearning of the residents to achieve peace and in support to

the Army’s commitment to bring normalcy even in the far-flung areas previously influenced
by the CPP-NPA Terrorist.”
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By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.retiredanalyst.blogspot.com

NPA unit surrenders to Army in AgSur

From the Philippine Information Agency (Jan 9, 2019): NPA unit surrenders to Army in AgSur

An entire unit of the Communist Party of the Philippines — New People’s Army (CPP-NPA)
Guerilla Front 3 (GF3), Southern Mindanao Regional Committee (SMRC)surrendered
recently to 75th Infantry Battalion (75IB) and 26th Infantry Battalion (261B) in Agusan del
Sur, a night before the CPP-NPA anniversary on Dec. 25, 2018.

Joint operatives of 75IB under Lieutenant Colonel Jaimer Datuin and 26IB under Lieutenant
Colonel Romeo Jimenea facilitated the surrender of 19 NPAs in Loreto, Agusan del Sur at

around 10:00 p.m. on Tuesday.

The said NPA unit, composed of 19 personalities, was headed by alias ‘Boss’ the
commander of GF3. Alias Boss brought with him his sub-unit leader alias ‘SK’, commander
of Platoon Basill and alias ‘Sniper’, commander of Platoon Andoy.

The surrenderees brought with them a total of 14 firearms (nine high powered and five low
powered). They also surrendered several magazines, three commercial icom radios and
more than 1,300 ammunitions.

The following are the surrendered firearms: three M16 rifles; three M16 Bushmaster rifles;
one M653 rifle with scope; one M14 rifle; one M203 Grenade Launcher; one Carbine rifle;
three Cal .45 Colt; one Cal .38 pistol; one hand grenade; and one rifle grenade.

According to 401st Brigade Commander BGen. Andres Centino, the surrender of almost
the entire GF3 in time for the CPP anniversary showed that more NPA members are now
heading to the call of the government for peace.

This is also based on the revelation of the commander of GF3 himself that said they

returned to the folds of the government because they trusted the sincerity of the
government in helping the former rebels under the Comprehensive Local Integration

program or E-CLIP.
https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1016893
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By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
www.pna.gov.ph
CPP-NPA will never get control of PH: Duterte

By Earl Jed Roque January 9, 2019, 5:17 pm

MANILA - The Communist Party of the Philippines - New People's Army (CPP-NPA) will
never hold control over the Philippines, President Rodrigo R. Duterte said Tuesday.

In a speech at the National Capital Region (NCR) Barangay Summit on Peace and Order in
Pasay City, Duterte assured the public of peace and order and protection from the
communist rebels.

"Hindi mo makuha ang Pilipinas. Hindi mo nga makuha ni isang barangay isang araw,
tapos papasok ka ng ganun, patayan? Ako nagho-hold lang talaga ako. Karami kong
helicopter, sabi ko, huwag muna (The CPP-NPA will never control the Philippines. They
can't even control one barangay in a day, then they engage in threats of killing? I'm really
just putting things on hold. Government has lots of helicopters, | said, do not use them for

now)," he said.

The President said he is controlling his temper on using the armed forces to combat the
communist rebels as he considers the situation of the group's hostages.

"Kung gagamitin mo ‘yan, linisin mo ‘yang buong -- buong gubat. You, plantsahin mo ‘yan
ng bala. Anong mangyari ‘pag orderin ko ‘yang military, “Shoot to kill.” Huwag na kayong
magkuha ng prisoner. Basta diretso na lahat (If we use state weapons to clean entire
highlands with guns, what will happen if | order the military, 'Shoot to kill," and not secure
the prisoners? Just merely attack.)," he said.

Duterte said the government is already doing the CPP-NPA's call for land reform, but does
it without media publicity.

"Until now, ako lang ang nagdi-distribute pero ayaw ko lang ng publicity (| distribute land
titles myself but | do not want publicity). Hindi ako nagdadala ng media. Basta ako bigay
lang. (I don't bring media with me. | just give it.)," he said.

Duterte said he is leaving a "small window" for the communist rebels to resume with peace
negotiations.

The CPP-NPA, in earlier reports, had been allegedly involved in mass murders, extortion,
and violation of indigenous people's rights.

The US State Department and the European Union have both tagged the CPP-NPA as
terrorist organizations. (PNA)
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