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DU30 RENEWS ATTACK
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ON CHURCH, BISHOPS

STORYBY J LFI‘.IE M, AURELID AND N‘EST{}R CﬂRRAl ES

The Presldent tells street hums to mh and kit t:atltultr. prelates who criticize his worondrugs; N |
and dares the Church to refute sexual abuses ofpriesisas allegud in a tell-all huuk. - R

TR A

By Jufla M. Aurelio
and Mestaor Corrales

@leam _Inquiver . -

Prosident Duterte has lashed
out angw at Cathalic church
leaders, - denouncing them as

“zons of bicches” and telling H

street bums to tob and kil
bishops. _

“Only 1 can say blshops are
gong of bitches, daon you. That
is trug," Mr, Duterte sald fn a
speech on Thursday night dur-
ing the groundbreaking cere-
mony for a pablic high school In
Bufakan, Bulacan,

In remarks he made during
Gov. Antonio Koh's blrthday
party in Masbate a day eatlier,
the Ereskident wtrged the “"tam-
bay" to rab and kill bishops.

"Hey, you bums there when
yaur bishop passas by, rob him,
He hag Iots of money-—the sen
of a bltch. Kill himl® he satd.

There was no Immedigke ro-
action fromthe Catholle Blshaps'
Conference of the Philippines,

On hiz Pacebook page on
Prlday, Manlia Auxiliary Bishep
Oroderick Pabille, one of the
President's ciltics, posted a
uate attikibed te a 13th centu-
¥ Fersian phltosapher: “Silence
is the langnage of God, all else is
poor translatlon.”

A glmdlar “kill hishops" re-
mark from M, Duterte last De-

cember was explained by prési-

dential spokesperson Salvader

Panelo as just “hyperbole® for
"dramatic effect.”

Sensltivitles, sensllliclas

Francls Lucas, chief execn-
tive offfcer of Catholic Meidia
Network, played down the Pres-
ident’s attacks .agalnst the
church and the clergy, saying alt
should show restrait.

"We have to be more sensi-

five to the sensitivitles and sen-

sibiliies of others out of re-

UNDER FRESH AT‘FACK Bishops are exp

spect,” Lucas told Reurgrs,
At the Mashate governor's:
birthday celebratlon, Mr. But:

erte slammed clerpymen wha

accised hilm of extrajudicial |

Kiltings.
He sald he was partlcularly

plgued by ptlests wiw attack
kit i church,

"Do not uze the putpic" Mr.
Dutertesaid.

"Have yourself interviewed
in your effice, fand =ay) ‘We do
not ke the way Dutetie is han-
dling the problem becavse there

ected to rezant Presirlant Duter-l:a’s freshrantarke deImUHmn;]
some of therm as gays and "sons of bltches" for crltmlzmg Ius bloudy war on drugs. ninwm w.cmms

.:-': el

":-.

are sq- many pmp!e innu-;ents
who arc-kllled” If 1 'werq that .
way*Jt 8 OF he: said )

Spea]-:mg tothe u:mw:l In B |
Tacan, which ineluded teachers -
and schoolchildren, the Prosi- -
dent atso sald most Ishopa
Were gay,

“They should come oul in
the open, cancel cellbgey and al-
liy them te have boyirtends,”
Mr. Duterte said,

He had "nothing against
gays,” he gabd. But he added:
“The problem is, sho witl be-



. was sexually abused by a priest.

[Wlhen
your bishop
passes by, rob him.
‘He has lots

of money—the son

of a bitch, Kill him!

" President Duderte

lieve in you now?"
Mz, Duterte, who clatima he

when he was a schoelboy, has
denaunced the Cathole church
as the most hypocritical institu-

. tlonn the'ébun't‘rjif '

C!erical xex_l._l.;al abusu

The Ruman Catholic Chutch
ig ‘faclng - clevieal: séxual abuse

" scandals In various parts of the

world, although there bhave
been no majer cases in the
Philippines,

In previeus speeches, Mr.
Duterte called God "stuptd” and
described the doctiine of the
Holy Trinity as “silly,"

Holding up the book, “Altar
of Secrets: Sex, Polltics aned
Money in the Phillpping Cath-
olic Chitrch® to his Bulacan au-

dience, Mr. Duterte. dated- cler-
gvmen to prove himn wrong:
about big allegatlons againgt the

© church arid prlests

: L‘orrupt prlests

- The book by the late Jourial-
ist Aries Bufo 13 aboid wrong-
dolngs and immorallty, Includ:
ing: saxnal albuse and corrup-

" .tlon, by some Cathelic priests
" and bizhaps,

CMIE they answer this and
say there 15 one falae item here
{In the book) walt for lioly
Weeak. I -will ‘have myself
naibed to-the cross here in Bu-
Tacan,” fe said bo the applause
af his aadlence, :

"But pleass not tao long.
Maybe I can stand 30 mingtes. [
van bear It no bragging," Mr.
Duteree added..

His miain cnmplalnt agalnﬁt
many ciergymen has heen their
celticlsmis of Tils bental war on
drugs and charges of -:axtrajudh
cial killings.

The Philipplne Natlunal Po-
llee has acknowledged that
dhout 5000 people, mostly
poor people, have besn killad in

- antdrug operations since Mz,

Duterte took office 1n 3018, Hu.-
man - fights groups say the
death t6ll was multiple times
higher.

Pollce  reject  acousations
that the killings were execu-
tlons, saying drug peddlers and
nzers were killed in shoatouts,
and officers only acted in self-
defense, —WITH REPORTS FROM
REUTERS [N



Passport.

renewal affected

By HELEN #LORES

LR e L BT R L R T T

The Department of |

Forecign Affairs (DFA) is

requiring some of those

renewlng their passports

~to bring their bivth cers |
tHificates as its provious :

outsourced pagssport makor

“took away” all its appli-
cants” data, Foreign Affairs
Seeretary Teodoro Locain

Jr said.

“We ara rebuilding our fps
from scratch because previous
sutsourced passport maker
took all the data when contract

A{was) terminated,” Locsin sald
inhis personal Twitter account
on Wednestay in response to
queries of some netizens.

."Because previou contrac-
tor got.piasedp when terminated

it made off with data, We did
nething about it or couldn't be-
cause ywe weie in the wrong. It
won’t happen again Fassports
pose national security issues
and cannot be kept gack by
private entittes, Data belongs
to the state,” he anid in another
postk. .

DFA Assistant Secretary
Elmer Cato said applicants
rencwing brown or green pass-

. potts ormaroon machine-read-
able pasaports are required to
“submit birth certificates,

"W need to capture and
stora the document in our
database as we no longer have

* the physical copy of the docy-
ment,” Coto gaid, -

Before the country tran- -

sitioned to the e-passport,
the:DFA- required the sub-
misgion of physical coples of
birth certificates and mardage

Turn to Page 2

] P . E -:"'-li"l-?;l.."l'hl :
Sontracts, he said. 0 last weako e it guash

Locsin sald the DFA gji]l why it i];fne' Y a?m?;?ﬂ;{-l
also come up with a syafem _plicants. & Fubmik their bicth
which will record unansiwered - certifica(bswivhig‘tohewing
cells from the public, .~ thgiy pésdfotts. ¥

The _DF&-HEE[‘E[&_[‘}FIISE'I@ the i “lspctt éxp iﬁ'i:ﬁsspurt
aﬁinc}r has been doubling ifa sufficient 17 mangilines |
clforts to hasten passport is-" do'yrou have 4ve yol are
enee "\ what'ihe Stafy dngad: you

. “Nobody inthelr right mind " are in the expirdcd passportar
and good manners deliberately  he said, directing the question .
delays 1ssiuing PABEPOrts or to Cato, . - . S
any requirement, What fo1?”  ‘Siyco his appointment ag
he gaid, ) DEA sectetary in October last

In a Twitter exchange with  year, Loesin, a former journal-
an overseas Filiping worker and lawimaker, has been
(OFW) who encountered a using Twltter to address the
problem rencwing his passport  coneapns of the public. -

T,

o
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Satellite lmagesconﬂrmsurge

“of China vessels in WPS

| By PADLGO ROMERO

ST N R A Rl S AL

- SBatellite, raday and in-
| frared images taken over a
span.of six months last year
~showed analarming increage
softfishing Yesséla = nioutly
|" Chinéée ~ii.the Weat Philip-
inc Sea that net only have
urther degraded marine
resources in the area but also
increased risks of armed con-
fict in the disputed waters, a
security expert has warned,
Gregory Poling of the Asia
Maritime Tranaparency Ini-
tiative inhis arlicle published
in the AMT] website lagt
Jan, 9 analyzed the reanilts of

between the Center for Stra-

ies {CSIS) and Yuican Inc’s
Skylght Maritime Initiative,
The project involved track-
ing movements of fishing
vessels through Automatic
" Identification System (AlS),
- Visible Infrared Iimaging Ra-
diometer Sulte (VHRS) and

. Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR)in the South China Sea.
The vesults, he said, "tell

" A worrying story about the
scale of unseen fishing ac-

Fhato providad by AMTI websl

at Subi Roaf on Aug, 12, 2016.

the six-month collaboration

tegic atvd International Stud-

tivily in the regipn, massive
-overcapacty ‘in te Spratlys,
especially on the Chilnese slde,
and the shinning scale and ex-
pense of the maritime militla.”

.: . “The. fishetles :and fishers

of hing Sea war-
siranit: m] ﬂkﬁimﬁi‘ﬂ:ﬂlﬁ’gﬁﬁﬂn-
The dispirtes pver the islands,
reefs and waters in the area
have made effectlve figheries
management impossible, even
88 & calamitous stack collapse
threatens livellhoods around
the regioi,” Polihg said,
*Meanwhile, a different kingd
of fishing fleet, one engaged in
patamilitary wotk on behalf of
- the state rather than the-com-

he ol

mercipl enterprise of fishing, has
emerged as the largest force in
the Spratlys,” he said,

“The numbers of militia
vessels operating in the area
on behal? of China is much
larger and more perststent
than Is genetally understood,”
he added. .

The Phenulne11un of tha g0-
called “maritime militia” was
raised a few yoars ago after
hundreds of ghinese fishing
vessels monitored in the West
Philippine Sea and other ds-
puted portions of the South

ta shewe Chinese fiahing vessele

China Sea were suspected to

- benot fishing at all but actually

resupplying Beijing military
installations in the area and
acting as anotiier forca o en-

force Hs territorial claims. .

"Bxperts and policymakers
focused on the South China
Sea will need to devote a
Ppropartionate amount of thelr
attention to these actors and
the role they play in the area,”
Poling said. |

Tools like VIIRS - which
light sourcas at sea -and SAR,
which detect anything metallic
like tlls and ships, show the
number of fishing vessels oper-
ating in the disputed Spratlys
is exponentially higher than
AIS transmissions suggest,
he said, referring to the radio

- transponders that-fishing ves-

sels are required to have and
turr onto be tracked.

He zaid improving the mon-
itoring of these fleets would
be ¢ritieal if the claimants
hope to save South China Sea
fisheries reseurces and reduce
the frequency of uncalled for
lncidents between vessals.

"hg thei race to pull the last
figh from the South China Sea,
fishers stand at least ss much
chance of triggering a violent
clash as do the region’s anmed
forces. And that has become
even more likely as a signifi-
cant number of fishing vessels
in the area forge fishing full-
time bo serve as a divect arm
of the'state through official

martitime militia,” Poling said.

He did not mention the
duration of the project but he
clted an image taken as late as
Qctober last year. g

S5AR and VIIRS datd suggest

4 very little activity occuring

around reefs it the sputheast-
ern portion of the Spratlys
occupled by Malaysia as well
as unoccupled areas near the
coast of Falawan, hosaid.
- With Pia Lec-Brago
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. - Time t'o_"térmifnate

RIGIT:
- CHARLIE Y.

. THE Balanglga bells are back, rotumed
‘gfter 117 years in the hands of impetlakist
aid calonlalist United State of Americs,

: They were tnken as war booty simenred

with the blood of tens of thousands of
Filipino men, women and childeen, in one
¢plsode most symbwlic of the bruality of
American invasion and occupatlon of the
CHIntry, ]

And now, to conplets the sovereignty,
there's one more thing left to do—to tar-
minate the not-so-mutuat Muival Defensa

Time...
From A4

In fuet, ihe MOT was not the only met
the US forced the Philippines to swallow to
migintain its hegeriony over the country be-
yond the so-called grant of independance.

The 1946 Bell Trrde Act, formally
Philippine frade Act of 1046, tied war

damage claims to freo {rade conditions

and equai ecoitomic rights for the US and
ils citizeny,

The 1947 Military Bases Agreement
granted the US the right o relatn the use of
it military basas in the Philippines for 99
years (but which was leter reduced by the
late President Ferdinend Marcos),

The Imperinlist and neo-colonifal designs
of e US on thoe Philippinos is best itlustrat-
od by the book of the late Filipino notion.-
alist-inelursirinlist Salvador Araniets written
in hia book “Anmeriea’s Double-Cross of the
Fhilippines.”

“The indilfereat econontte development
of the country,, was due to Amerien’s policy
toward Japan and the Philippines. Thiz poli-
ty was the result of ihe Dodds Repart, which
Truman aceepied and which had 5 its ohjec-
ve: ko make Japan the industrial workshop
of Asia and the Philippines a mere supplier
of rw inaterials,” Aranetn wrote,

The Philipplne economy eontineed its
dependency on the US while successive

TOIDAY

et ke

b 72 sagood.
opportunity for President
Duterte. '

Treaty and the Enhanced Definse Coop-
eration Agreement,
Sectlon 25 of Article X VIT of the 1987

Coustitullon is clear, “After the expiralion
i 1991 of thie Agresment between the Re-

Philipping presidents attcrpted various de-
grees of industclalization initiatives while
cuiting back U8, neoclonial influence,
culininating i Matcas® 11 Tnduslrial Pro-
jects ang reduction of'the U3 military bases
terin, balh leading to his ouster with 1S,
assistance in 1986 and Clark Air Base wsed
lo hijack the presidest,

Howaver, the 1986 Edsa Uprising re-
stored neo-colonial clitisim under Corazon
Aquing and almost succeededl in Tevers-
ing the énd of the 118, Bases Agrecment
inn 1991 but fir 12 Senate votes alfming
Marcos' mduction of the leaso.

And yei, in viclalion of the 1987 Coniti-
Lution, the Philippine government signed a
Visiting Forces Agrecrent in 1998 which
becams the basis for EDCA (Enhanced De-
fensa Cooperation Agreciment) LS. wilitary
basing within Phillppine milltary bases.

in January of 2016 the late Seaator Mirk-
ain Defensor Saitingo, echolng the persya-
sion of 14 other senatars reminded ono and
allthat "When the Supreme Court held in the
2009 eaze of Nicolas v, Romuls thigt the VR4
is constilutional, no less than then Chief fus-
tice Putio dissented, telling his colleagues,
“This slur on our soverelgnty cankot contif-
ug, capecially {Fwe are the ories perpeluating
it" Those words cesenate today, with the Su.
preme Court decision on the BDCA,.»

A most welcome niaws cante when late
last December 2018 Defense Secmtary
Delfin Lorenzana raised the possibility of

v
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inblic of the Philippines and the United
- States of America coiléining mititary
bases, foreigin naililary Dascs, lreops, or
- fucilities shall not be allowed in the Philip-
pines creept uneer a treaty duly concumed
inly the Senate and, wlhen ihe Congresa so
fequires; ratified by a majorily of e votos
east by the people in u national referendym
held for that parpose, and recognized s o
treaty by the other contracting Siate”
Bffcctively, the 1987. Constitution,
ratified in 6 nationwide plebiscila on Feb.
3, 1987, put an cad to military conpera-
Uoi under the RT-US Mutual Defense
Teeaty of [951, a treaty which enswred
that the Philippines continues 1o Le a

“nee-volony of the US  even after being

granted & bogng independeice in 1946,

‘ﬂ"f' Torn ta A%

serapping the 1951 MDT between the Phil-
ippines and the United States, as hie ordered
& revlew.of the pact to sex if' it is a1l rele-
vant fo the country's rational inferest at this
Poinkin its history,

Lorenzana was quoted by various news-
papers saying, “That was done in 1951
there was this raging Cold War. Do we still
have a Cold War today? 1a it still relevant to
our seeurily, Maybe not anpinore? .

Willle Ihe secretary is seen by some
quariers as a pro-American element (n
Fresident Duterto’s cabinet, olhers see a

.more balaneed and oljective professional
retired Filipino officerin him.

The inttiative for the review of the MDT
is said to be purely the defense stcrefary’s,
though no ane can really aay if i was ngt
ditectly inspired by Prosident Redrigo Du-
terie, 53 the Prosident has indeed taken suf:
ticicritly eonvineing steps such asthe return
of the Balangigh bells to convinee anyone,
not the least the defense secretary, thiat such
areview of the MIDT will be in [ine witi the
Fresident's perauasion,

A reopening For review of the MOT 1o-
day will Jikely result in the conclusion that
thereasona for such a 1reaty no longar exists
and tho recomnendation to the President
will be that it ba scrapped,

Henee, it is a good oppertunity to give
Dwiterte the opening for a formal abrogation
of the MET and aniouncement of the end
of the BDICA,
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workers greet new year jobless

By Jooy Gablata )
and Ben O. do Veory

" Ofticial reports have yet fo
emerge regarding the tapal
number of government workers
affetted by the delay (n the Gas-
gage of the 2015 pationat bud-
get. But In Tacloban City alone,
more than 3,700 warkers Utider
the public works department
have become jobless as a resuil,

Records from the Region 8
office of the Department of
Public Werks and Highways
(DPWH) showed that 3786
workers—personnel lsted as
contractuals or under the job
order {[O} category—have been
told not to report For duty stari-
ing lan. 1, a5 the agency could no
longer pay thelr salarfes.

Without a 201¢ allocation,
the DPWH. is now operating
under last yeat’s reenacted
budgar, : '

Tonette Lim, DPWH regional
Informatlon  offtcer, saly it
would be unialr to ask JO wark-
ers to report for work wichout
bay whiie the proposed P3.8-tr)l-
Hon 2019 natlongl Budget ye-
mained pending In, Congress,

Work affected

At Lim's own office, Flve
workers had been asked not to
report for work, she sajd, “At
present, only two of us are -
ing al! the work, Withont oy 4]
staff, owy work s really affected
because they ware coally a great
help o na”

All 13 distrlet engineering
offices of DPWH-Region § have
Deen affected by the honpas-
sage of the 2019 national bud.
get, ahe added, .

- "Ana” a JO staffer for the

I



Benjamin Ciokno

past 10 yeara whao eacns about
P1a,300 monthly, sald she had
felt anxlous about joining the

ratiks of the unemployed, "My '

concern is our dally expenses. I
have Four clhildren who ave all
Inachoaql "

Hokno assurance

Also affecred by the budget
impasse are other government
employees whose schoduled
salary Increases have been de-
layed by a month,

The ralse, whith shouid
havre taken effect at the start of
the year, could be released next
month, Budget Secretary Ben-
Jamin Dlokna said en Friday.

"With pronouncements from
Congress that che budget bill will
he thelr top pricrly upon re-
sumptlon {of session) nexr week,
we expect the GAA fthe General
Appropriations Act] to be signed
[in the] ficst week [of] February.”
Dioknosaldin a statoment.

Dlokno  earller said the
salary increase for civillan as

Rolande Andava Jr.

well as military and uniformed

personnel would enly be haple-
mented once the proposed bud-
get 15 approved.

The addltloral subsidy un-
der the unconditional cash
transfer pragram for poar
families will alzo remain at
Pz 400, Instead of being in-
creased to Py oo this year,
pending the hudget approval,
Meokno sald.

The higher PhilHealth pre-
mium  contribution of about
P5.a00, which §g sct to take ef-
fect this year, will be mpte-

-mented only when the national

budger iz approved, Dickno
added.

Befuing Andaya

O Wednesday, the udget
chief saidl that gince the gavern-
mant was currenty eperating un-
der @ reenacted budget, anly the
valldity of 2008 capltal eatlays as
well as maintenance ani other
aperating expenses (MO0K] had
been extended,

&

Thete were no funds provid-
ed for personnel services from
which salarios as well as other

government employes heneflts. .

Rlokne sald there was "uo
legal basis” fov the statenrtent
made by Heuse Malority Leader
Retando Andaya Jr, chat the e
partment of Dudget and Man-
agement {(DBHM) could already
implement the fourlh teanche
of salary increases scheduled
this year,

Basis of increase

Clting Section v of Execy-
tive Order No. 201 Issued by
then Presldent Bonigne Aquine
I in 2016, which became the
basls of the salary lncrease,
tigkno explained that imple-
menting Wie yoacly pay raise
wag "subject o appropriations
by Congress.”

Section 15 of the O autho-
rizes the DEM "to implemant ot
ad|ust the compensatlon corre-
sponding to appropilations pro-
vicbed in the GAA" he added.

This means that only-the bud-
get intended for e year—and
not the reenacted budget—be-.
comes the source of funding For

“the pay hike, Dlokno sald.

. Driton suggestion _

Untll the zo1n budget Is
passed, “government employ-
cas wili contlnue to receive

*salavies indexed to the third

tranche of the compensation ad-
fustment,” he sald, “The. imple-

" mentation of the fourth tranche

w Will be applied retroactively
Fram Jan, 1, zo1g once the 101y
GAA I slgned inte law. o effect,
government employees will re-
celve salary differentials within
the year." .

As for Senate Minority Lefid-
er Franklin, Dellon®s sugmedilon:
that the Miscellaneous Personinel
Benefits Fund be tapped to fi-
nance the salary increase, Dlo-
kno sald the fund could only
cover salaries for 2018, :

Best zofutlon

“We cannot  implement
higher pay without legal basis ..,
We need the GAA to be ap-
proved,” he said, "{The) best so-
lutien Is to get the hwdget
passed.”

Despite the delay, Diuknu
sald & PBM-led task force was
currently studylng the possibll-
ity of further granting govern-
rient workers 4 ralse, from zoz0
o 2023, to make their salarles at

pat with thelr rivate sector
counkerparts,
As for rmlitm amd yni-

formed personnel, Dickno tokl
reporters that the curcent pay
structure would rewain shice
Congress Joint Resolutlon No. 1
veas implemented only last year,
My -
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Duterte turns over homes
to wounded seldlers, c0ps

B].r RAMI‘JN EFHEH L#IﬁRG

. BAN JOSE DEL MONTE,

Bulacan - President Duterte
has turned over an initlal 50

ousing units for the families .

. efscldiersal edpulleemen who
i

~ fvere wontidl

1 actlon
Inttial beneflclarios include
the families of 35 soldbers and
‘l‘i imhccmen
‘I saw it with my own eyes,
i the suffering and agony of a

: fﬂIdIEi of ihe Republic. And ]

thought that ...we can make

- things easier for them. At least

life a better, a bit comfortable,”
Dulerte said in the turnover

eefemonies here on Thurs:la}r

- The President also an-
nounced that fotally, disabled
uniformed personnel wlll.get

housing units as a.full grant low-rise bui],dlngs for each -
while : %35 dl abl ed nmt" a-:lm ‘fﬁ{ i *;i'n i
aficlaffgs. ongl! FotEMzdithor-

moRHilE nihs utjfge‘]"ﬁraImahag&th‘g&llmﬂs
of P625 Escalada sald per instnictions -

“I hope that this wilt go a
long way to alleviate thelr situ-
aten,” he added. -

The floor area of each hous-
ing unit is 24 square meters,
The housing units are located

Jn Pleagant View Residences
Package 3in Barangay Gracev-

ille in this city.

It has" a f:c-tal of 1,788, luw-
rise-units on 46,1863 hectares
of land divided intc three

ackages ‘composed .of 10

of the President, the floor area-

of the old design for soldiey

and police beneficiaries was

too gmall, :
"We decided to cﬂmbine

two units Into one for all
woundad soldiers, especially
those whe fuught in Marawi,”

‘Bacalada zaid,
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~ Rody rules out purchase of -
firearms from US~

8y EDITH REGALADO

PAVAQ CITY - President
Duterte riled ¢t the possibi-
ity of buying arma and ecuip-
mont from the United States

n responge to Washington's -

criticlsm of his war on illegal
drugs.

- Duterte added the US has
been imposing strict vules on
purchases, -aftecting the gov-
© eriment’s security program,
“Yowlhave to e a warrior o
" soe the difference of what is a
malter of prineiple and a mat-

R A

ter of hpncu.: Which is why we
have to buy either from fsrael

‘or Korea, périod, I will not
dgree 1o buy {from the US). ..

It does not sit well with us
Filipinos following their dic-
tates: Fhave no qualms against
Amaricans, they started this. ..
eeltickzing me heavily (on my -
war against illegal) drugs,”
Duterle said in a apeech in San
Jose del Monte, Bulacan last
Thursday.

Duterle lamented how the
US changed ite policies over
the sate of fireatinsg and other

denaunced the detivery of the
arms to the Philippines.

The delivery would have
involved at least 23,000 M-16
rifles and SIG Sauer pistols,

.. Dtbérte also menlioned thive
LIS Cabinet members who wrotbe

him to conslder his position to-

proceed with the purchase of
the 22,000 firearms, “And I tolkl
thian no,” he said.

‘Ih the same speech, Duterte
lamented the US threatened

to sanctlon counteies buving

arms from Russia and China,
citing the exlsting embargo

uipment te'the Phitippines,
oql-l];;sruid he was ::.:'u.lé;J tina
situation where he was forcad
to buy militacy equipment
from other comtrjes, .

The President saict he went
ta China-flest, bringing along

military officlals to buy guns

from thera in 2016.
DHuterte gald he then Aow

to Russia lo arek moge arma-

menks.

According ke the President,
hia security officlals ave telling
him that their existlng arms
inventory is nolonger affective

and trade war with Beljing.
Despite this development,
defense and military officlals
said the Philippines will re-
main tied u]p with Western
couttries ineluding the US, -~
"Deliverles of key military
~equipment from the US are
aheady in the pipeline. Also,
a9 much as we ﬁkelil;_.wc can-
‘notjust abandon those alreacy

Inhitting the targets. _

“So that we had that order
fram America, unfortunately
they stopprec it, Thist prompted
me to decide to go to China,
to buy. I told the Chinese 'I'm
here to buy. Fm not begging, I.
am willing to pay’ And China-
anid, ‘no 1t's i‘lﬁ right. You can
have the guns fice”,” Duterle
said.

Duterte said then VS presi-
dent Barack Obama caneolled |
the supposed order of the Phil-
Ippines for new firearms afler
a menber of the US Congress

approved defense deals not:

only with the US but dlso with
olher Westeri bloc countries,

onite Gifjcial said. -
= With Jaime Liude
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Vets
toget

P20,000

a month

LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN-—

The old-age pengion of World

- War L (WWil vetedans willbe

P2o,000 in January, up from
the Psooo monthly pensicn
they had Dbeen recelving in
prevhous years.

Presldent Duterte had

signed into law Senata Bill No,
1766, or 4n Act Increasing the
Monthly Old-Age Pension of

Senior Velerans, last weelk,

_accordlng o Ernesto Caroli-
na, administvatoc of the
Fhlllppine  Veterans Affairs
Office, who attended the 74th
Lingayen Gulf Landings an-
niversary anel tith Pongasi-
.han Yeterans' Day celebration
here on Wednesday {fan. g}
Surviving senior velerang
of WWII, the Korean War and

the Vielnaim War, a2 well as

those who have not been re-
celving pensions from the
Armed Farees of the Philip-
pites, would Be entitled ba the
Pzgoo0 monthly pension “to
" tide them over so that their
remalulng years will be com-
foctable,” Caroling sald,

The. addictonal pension,
however, imay not be trans-
ferred to any of the voteran's
relatives or dependents. In
the event of the veteran's
death, the monthly penston
of the surviving spouse re-
mains at P5o00.

. Other bencfits

. Agide from. His monthly -
old-age pension, WWII veter-
ans-also recelve a monthly
digability beneflt of Pizo0 and

. a hospltalization beneflt of

Pi500. They are also catitled
toa burial benefle of P2o.000.
Carolina satd most WWIr

- veterans were 99 years old.

On the average, about goo of
the war herces dle every
month, wsually from pneuy-
mante, he sald, S

Afver WWIL there were
aboit 350,000 veterans. At pre-
sent, only more than 5000 of
them sre allve, Carolina said,

In Pangasinan province, -
there are vy living WWILvet-
erans, dlown from 275 in Jan-
uary last year. Blghe of them

" areaged 100 years or older.

As Important as provid-
ing additionat benefits is For
the veterans, the government
wanted o make soge they
woulld ot be forpotten, Car-
olina sald, ﬁ

Tie government has re-
leased Past million for the de-
velopment of Libngan ng Mga
Bayani-to make it at par with
its Amertican countetpart,

"Mt 3amar, a shrine of
herofsin located dn Bataan
[province], is now - roudsm
enterprise xome,” Caraling said,

"The goveramént  had
been investing fin the
shrines} so rhat when our
people visit these places,
they would know how great
our nation 15 Flipinos who
would go there will have a
sense of natloral pride and
love of country,” he said,
—OABRIFL CARDIMAEA (MO
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.War:veie'_raijsf’__j_:_’j-f-___"’
monthly penision +
faised to P20,000

By Nat Marano Coa

PR ESIDENT. Rodrigo Duterio has signed
- lavw Moreasing the morithly old-age pei.
. Sion of war velergng, o
. Under Republic Act Mo, 11164, vet-
eLans who saw nction (i Workd War 1},
the Korean War, ang the Viemam War
would recnive inereases I their old-age
! pengions, Lo .
‘The old nge-fpension will be lncreased
o P20.000 ?er mankh, provided hat fn
veterans of (e Korean and Victyam warg
" are nol recelving a sn‘mate Fens[on Gron
* the Arnied Foregs ofy e Philippiney, -
The fow alsg brovidus thiy the entiifs. -
HICnt e the increase i fhe old-ago pension
wilt [ be Hindted 1ot eriﬁﬂa Living se-
. Mo velerans and wifl gy transferable
te any Tantidy momlicrs andior deégendents
of'the séudor voterans, -
Meanwhile, in order to ik the
ot necded to ind the Increaso, fhe
ulget necessary for its initia) itpleren.
tationt shall be eliarged against e curront
. yenr's mvalable ?Jgaprml:’ml of the Pll-
| bt Veterans ABirs O ffige, _

it



i:;[\ January 2019

cnmansccmmﬂmlqu

MAYOR TﬂﬁﬁEﬂ BRAIH.S':[IF BATOCABE KII.I.INE Sfll.lA BANI]II!ATEIE

" By Mars, hrguéllas_

LEGAZPF CIT Y—Daraga Mayor .
Carlwyn Baldo, tagped as mas- -
termind of the klHing of Ako Bi-
col Rep. Rodel Datocabe, wilk
‘net be disqualificd From rn-
ning for mayor unil he was
Found guilty by a court. _

Juana Valexa, Comelec re-
.Blonal divectar, said en Thars- .
day that only the court can rule
if Baldo was clisgualtfied to ryn

‘forab elective post,

- Yaleza zaid Baldo “can enly
be digqualified once-the court-
~found him gullty of (ke ¢erimi-

- nal offense he {s accused of and
issites a final and executory de-’
cision."

' 8he sald Baldo, despite he-
ing accused of double murder
ant sly counts of Fustraled
mugier, was “sttl prosamed jn-

+ nocent untl prmrun guilty“ ac--
;:urdlnp b lawr s - :

:‘ ﬂlristmas event
- Batacabe and 3703 Ovlands
Diaz were gunned down whiis
leaving a Chistmaz event far
sendor citlgens anel persons
* with disabititles in Daraga, Ai-
bay, on Dec, 23,
- Police were able o clelaln

{



TE.ﬂ.RS I'RDM HEA‘-.-"EN Drenched in heav_'.r fain, supporters and governmant workars ingluding
police, attand the funeral of Ako Bleal Rap, Rodel Batocabe in Daraga.—MARK ALVICESFLANA

~Fuspects Emmanu ot Rosello, -
- Chtbsto--

~Relanda Arimadeo;
pher Naval, Henry Yuson, Jay-
win Babor gnd Danilo Muelia
who atl admitted to being in-
voived f the killing and polnt-
el at Baldo as the wnasker-
mine.
&t the time of his death, Ba-
tocabe was tunning against
Baldlo, wha was seeklng reelec-

Thon,: _i
TTHOE Ve s

Daraga L] ma}roralt}r

Certificate of candlitacy

Valeza alsp said Ualdo is
quiathifted to run for the ingyoral
post based on Lhe certiflcate of
candlidacy he had subiniited o

the Comeloc,
Harlier, the Lakas-Chrls-

tian-Muslini Democrats Party

stripped. off Baldo ofhis nomd- .
*-mation as- the.party-candidate

for mayor of Daraga town,

Yaleza sald she expected
the Comele¢ en banc any time
this week ro approve a resolu-
tion declaving the entire town
under Comeles control.

Once placed under Comeles
voritel, @ local gowarnment
would cede control of police

aml local govermment opera-
tlons ko the poll body.

. "The Comelec would have
the power to recal], remove and
trangfer poltcomen.

"If the situatlon becnmes
worse, we can ask for addition-
4l police and military troops to

_quell electton-related  arvoel-

tios," Valera added.

Brontline troops
At the Reglona! Joint Peace

o and  Securlty  Coordinating

Coundl meeting, the Phllippine |

B Natlonal Pallce anid the Pllip-

pine Army were asked to close-
Iy monitor the provinees aof
Mashate and Camarlnes Sur .
followlng reporis of intense
political tivairies and the pres-
ence of private armed groups,
includlng New Pegple’s Atmy.
Different task groups have
been formed W step up the

‘campalgn.on gups-zand-set up. .

Comalec-checkpoints In sevéral
arcas..

PNP {lata shuwerl that 1:I1ere
were 3o Far 18 towns and cities
across the countey that weip
considered as election  “hot
spot” or areas of concern,

The llst includes Camarines
Sur and Mashate provinces in
the Bicel reglon. i



By HELEN FLORES

e

Most Pilipinos still ap-
proved of President Duterte’s
petformance and continue ko
Lrust him, according to a Iatest
survey by Pulse Asla,

Duterte’s approval rating
roge to 81 percent in December
from 75 percent in September
last year,

The President ebtained the
highest approval scores among
respondents from his batliwick
Mindanao, at 9% percent and
among class ABC and E, at
87 percent and 86 percent,
respectively.

iRisapproval of the Presi-
dent's work, meanwhile,
dropped from 10 percent in
Septembe to seven percent in
Decomber. '

Trust in Duterte also in-
creaged to 76 percent in De-
cember from 72 percent in the

. previous quarter

Most of the Mindanaocans
{91 percent} and class E (82
percent) find the President
truslworthy.

iateust in Dusterie fell from
nine percent to six percent.

The survey was conducted
from Diee. 14 to 21, using Face-
to-face interviews of 1,800
acfulis natfonwide,

“The survey resulta under-
score that our people fully
believe in the mathods under-

L

g b
B | F A

taken by the President in gun-
ning the bureaucracy and the
country including fornnalating
judgments during particalar

“gituatlons and events whiepe

Filipino prople’s lives and
the countty’s economy are at
stake,” presidential spokes-
man, and chief legal counsel
Salvador Panelo sald in a state-
ment yesterday,

Panelo added that the Pulss
Asla survey is another re-
pudiation of the eritica and
detractots of Duterte,

“Tha survey was taken at g

“time when the Chureh, human

rights groups, the opposition,
the critics and the detractogs
were taking turna i lambast
Ing the President’s hyperbolic
style of deltvering his nar
ratives on certain issues and
groups,” Panelo agld,”

It appears that the tirades
against Duterte have been
lgnored by a huge majorlty-of
Filipinos, Panelo added. = -

“While the President is
pleased with the survey re-
gults, such excelent acceptance
and performance rating shall
not stop him from excelling
further to mect the expecta-
tions of the people he has
Sworn te serve and protect,”
Panelo said,

" Duterte’s heart and mingd
will b foctised on erforming
hia constituttonal duties falth-

fully and couragequsly, Panelo
added, -

. Like Duterte, Vice Prosi-
dent Leni Robredo and Senate
President Vicente Sotto Il also
continued to 1eceive majority
epproval and kust ratings in
the Pulse Asia poll,

Bolnedo's approval score,
however, barely moved from
61 percent il September to 62
percentin December {ast year,

Those who were not satis-
fled with her performance
dropped a point to 16 pezcent,

The Vice Presldeitt’s hrust
rating, meanwhile, stayed at
56 percent.

istrust in her aiso re.
mained at 17 porcent,
 Robredt expressed yester- |
day her gratitude to Hlipinos
for their continred trust and

" support, -

“Her high approval and
trust ratings in the latest Pulge .
Asia survey will serve as Inapt.
tatton for ber to work hacderto |
serve the volceless Rilipinos,
especially those In the fringes
of gociety,” Robredo's spokes-
man Barry Gutlerrez sald in a
statement.

In the case of Sotto, 74 per-
cent of Filipinos expressed
approvai of hig fob, up by gne
point from Septembor’s. 73.
Percent.

Dlsapproval of the Senate
President’s performance re-



malned at 3)x percent.

The approval ratings of the
country’s tap Instltutions aiso
rose in the last quarter of 2018,

* The Senate recelved an ap-
roval rating of 6% percent
tom 63 percent and trust score
of 65 percent from 61 percent,

The Supreine Court regia-
tered an approval score of 64
percent from 52 percent.

Ttstrust rating also roge to 62
petcent from 54 percent,

The survey has sampling
crror margin of plus or minus
2.3 percentage points.

'X:cﬂrding toPulse Aala, the
only notakle changes batween
; Suthemher 2018 and Decormber

20

8 were the cight-point in-

creage in the approval ratings
. of Duterte, Robredo and Sotto
-in the fest of Luzon. .

In terms of trustworthiness,

*Sottoalsoobtainedan eight-poing

Jncrease in the rest of Lton,

Trust in the Vice Presiderit
-dropped by 16 points to 60
percent in the Visayas, Pulse
- Asia seid,

Solte welcomed the favor-
. able ratings he and the Senate
obtained that he attributed
to the hard work of his col-
leagues.

“{The trust and approval
ratings were} most probably

- because of the performance of

the Senate and our shepherd-

Ing (of the legislation} that gets

the approval and trust of sur
people,” Sotlo told reporters.
He vowed that the Senate
will remain independent and
sensitive “to the pulse of. put

.PEDSP]E_” RS

otto. was:elacted to ..-.th'e
leadership of the chamber in
May last year, - :

QMA scoros low
Meanwhile, House Spaaker

ceived a}:gmval and trust
ratings of 27 percent and. 45
percent, respactively,

‘The former President’s trust
rating slightly increased from

43 percent in Sepltember 2018,

The House of Represaita-
tives, on the othet hand, _m?lsw
teted an approval rating of 66
pereent, up by 10 points from
56 percent in Seprember.

Trust in the House alsc in-
creased from 58 percent to 64

prercent.

Arrayo'was ingluded for the
first Hime In the survey slnce
taking over last fuly from former
speaker Pantalepn Alvares,

Pulse Agia noted a distrust
in Arroyo from those surveyed
in the rest of Luzon, the Vi-
sayas and Class [, -

The survey indicated that
the only majority figure ob-
tained g Artgyo was her 52

ercent distrust rating in My tro
anila. '

-work,” she
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.re-

- Armoyo eaid low trust rat-
inge do not distract her from
doing herjab, _
“Remember [ alteady an-’
swered that the last fime,
Those truist ratings are not
new tome. Rernember I was
pillorted wery much when. I
was president s8¢ I haven't

. done much to overcome that

because 1 just have to do my
told reporters,
“My thrust is to concen-
trate on my work. I already
sald it the last time: I am not a

 stranger to those kinds of rat-
Jngs,” she said,

~ For hls part, Communtst
Party of the Philippities Foung-
ing chairman, Jose Ma. Sison
called the survey. “stuptd,”
adding that it wag “deceptive,
ercenary and obsequious
to thoge in power and those
agents who pay for the poll.”
"Asking paople whether
they hope for the better this
year is confusing them on
some abstract end vague no-
tlon and playing on their ten-
dency to hope %ur the better
and to be hospitable, careful
and evén fearful of those In
power, especially when they
ate extramely inlimidating,”
Slson sald in a statement post-
ed on the National Democratic
Front website. -~ With Paolo
Romero, Bdith Regalado, Je
Daz, Jose Radel Clapa erfq
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' Had it not been for the ¢i-- |
‘vilians, then the war against :
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* DAVAO CITY - Goveni-

-ment forces could. not resort:
- to bombing rebel positions for
* fear af cu]lﬂl'efﬂl"dﬁmage.l -
" Presldent Duterte admiltad’
itis hard to prevail over a gust- . -

tlla warfare. where the rebéls
are.fuixed in with the civilian

insurgency would have long
breen won, he said; :
In a recent spezch in Dima-

: last man but we' will teducy
- them Into pucely police prots-

7 EELE

een pinpointed,

‘government forces dre using
' drofies to detérmine. the loca-
tionaf the rebels, - - . . .
- He said 'the drones made

_ # easy for the military to pin-
" point rebel locations as targets

but as much =3 posalble hie

- em-asimple peace and crder h

_problem: of fupni

18, crifnihals an exbortion.

iste,” Lorenzana said.

CPP-NPA i3 in a.“sharp de:
: ciihne,” citing the thousands of §
re
_govermnmentf, -

e

Afio, for his ‘part, said the

els tvho purmncﬁred fo the

:salang, Masbate, Dulerte said’
his. work: becomes, diffleult;
when govemment tréogs agk
for hie cleararice’to bomba
' Einte wheie: the rebels have

Duterte earlier reiealed

tloes not want io:reagrt to
bombing these locations to
avold civillan casualtfes.
. -Becurity offivials lod by
Defenge: Secretary Delfin
: Lorenzana-and Intorior and
Local Government Saérstary

Eduardp. Afg, however, ax- :

prassed optimism that the
‘miltary will prevaii over the
Ansurgents. | .

Lorenzana said the mittary

point of reducing the commu-

mthistration started in July 2016,

He said the rebe] refumees
ave decided to avail of:the

after rob- ﬁ;vﬂnment-pmgr&m offaring

1ebels promisecta better life
said the government is

speeding up the processing

Iurmerﬁheli’s cugh the Sy
orce that aims to'end the Jo.
cal comtmunist armed conflct
with a focus on localized peace

through the task

Afio snid 8,637 cdmmunist engagements. - Edith Regata-

have, surrendered 1o tha

; ' : do, M
govenmumenteinoe the Dutertead- R

ichael Punongha yan,

omina Cabrera, Roe Parefig

will weaken therebellion to the

posts due

rist New People's Army (NPA) :
te A police matter. .
l-}; added Cormmuindat Part
of the Bhilippines {CPP}fuundy
ing chalrmin Jose WMa. Slson ja *
undeéngstimating Duterte when -

"~ he claimed his administration -

will fail i jts offorts to bring
down the comumunist robe] -
group. : Cn
- "We'll see, Too apon for him -
ta talk,” Lorenzana seid, i
~"We may not be able.to fin- -
ish them off completely to the
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TEABHEHS NEKT IN LINE F[III SAI.AHY INI}HEASE-IIII3II

By Julia M. Jhu ralia
@JMaureliolNG .

BULAKAN, BULACAN—AFfter
pollce offlcers and soldiers,
teachers are next In line for a
Increase, President
Duterte promised on Thursdzy.

"1 will make sure you arc

next. You are the most numer-

ous,” Me Duterte sald duripg
the groundbreaking rltes of
Gen, Gregorio del Pitar Mational
High School at Barangay Sta.
Ana here,

~ The Fresident-sald he was
willlng to meet with teachers'
eapresentatives in Malacafang
andt strike a deal with them in
the piesence of Edhication Sec-
retary Leonor Brlones,

“"You can choose the dabe,
January. Just toake 16 fast, then
we can make an agresment or
choose  whatever
kind of document,” he said.

Rut he will not meet with
teachers afflliated with Leftlst
groups, Mr. Duterte sald,
adding: "I don't like the Lefr
They say they dre not comntu-
nlsts, but who are we foollng?"

This week, a memorandurmn
sticfaced erdering police to

“eonduct an inventery” of all -

effucators who are members of
the progresslve group Alllance

- of Concerned Teachers {(ACT).

'Red Octohier’ plot
Tho memo fallowed an earll-

" er monitoring of schaals by the

toiilkary, which satd that under
an alteged “Red October” plot,
stadents were being recrulved
by rebel groups.

The President assured
teachers that he had already
discussed the planned zalary
Inceease with Budget Secre-

pected the General Appropria-

tions Ackto be slgned in te firar

week  of - Febniy  since
Congress had made pronotunce-
ments that the budpet hill
wauld be their top prisrity once
It resurmes sesslon next week.
Lawmakers- Rave catled on
the President to release the last
tranche of salary increases for
government employess, which

M willcover publiz schosl teachers. -

OUR TURMN Mamb ars of tha Alllanca of Cuncernecl JI"»aal:::-'u‘srs
demand the release of tha last tranche of the salary incresss
promised to teachars by the government, —aaMsTAROSA

tary Benjamin Pickno.

But Brlones cladfied [ater
that, whether the promized in-
crease came through or not,
teachers would still get a ralse
this yaar nunder the foupth and
last tranche of saltary Increases
for government employees,

Last tranche
"If there 1z any addltlon to
that [pay Increase], it's really up

to [the Prasident], But with or

without that, theré's the last
tranche [of increases] contdig,”
Brlones said.

Unider Executive Order Mo, zo1,
which was zigned by former
Preszident Benlgno Aquine 11 In
Pebruary 2016, teachers and
other civillan pérsonne! in the
government's executive, leg-

islative and jueleial Lranches
were granted a graduated ratse
In sularies to be given in four

-leanches, with the Iast tranche

scheduled an Jan, 1, 201

Pebyuary release
In a statement released on
Friday, the Department of Bud-
get and Manageinent [DBEM)

sald the forrth and last rranche,
- of the satary incrcase for gov-

ernnrent workers weuld be re-
leased in February. |
“IThe 1IBM chief assured

-that the fourth tranche salary

adjnstment will be implament-
etl by Februaryand that povern-
metitemployees wlll be entitled
to their salacy differentlzl,” the
DEM gald,_

It acded that the DEM ox-

In the same event, the Prest-
dent threatened to Xill Joan shacks
engaged in the usurlous "5-6”
lending scheme that inary teach-
2rS LLet b b make ends meet.

~ "Kill 5-6 lenders’ ]
Becauge his " own mother,

Soledad, was. @ retired school

supervlsor, Mr. Duteree sakil he
knew flrsthand the Hranciat

“woes that force many teachers

10 resort to 5-6" loans, _

“'hat's why I know that 5-6,
That 1s the system { want to ki,
If 1 cannot Kkllt the system,
maybe we can ki the one who
brings the '5-6." That's easler,”
the Presldent said of lenders tn
tiie  money-lending  scheme
whose high interest rates have
pushed many poor Filipinos
deeper Into debt,

In 2016, Mr, Duterts ordered

. acrackdawn on the practice and

warhed foreigners involved in
"g-6" that they would bearrest-
ed and deported,

"Ihey keep on ad{M [te]
your debis so you are ln perpet-
ual bpndage ... The lborrower be-
comes] a slave worklng for you,
or for your matey,” he said,

"So 1 told them, you betrer
stop Ik I yoo lend the moncy,
[it's all right to get] back the pay -
tent But IF you add, [ will kI
vy, the Prestdent sald. o



members amid PNP profiling

‘eyuANVICHATEG

The Commission on Hu-
many Rights (CHR) on Frlday
ufged the Department of
Education. (Deplid) te speak
up in defense of the Alliance
u% Concerned Teachers (ACT)
after the profilling conducted
by the Philippine National

Police (PNPY on its members,
.. CHR spokesperson Jac-

meline de Guia welcormed
the statoment of Bducation

Jecretary Leonor Briones

that she will issue. a directive
réminr:lm? local T2epBEd and
#chool officials to comply

with provisions of the Daty

Privavy Act,

De Guia, howevet, said the
tod tagring of ACT and its
members calls for condemna-

‘ten fiony 12epEd to reagsure and

show support to tha teachers.

- fﬂﬂwx . ;
must be glyen almost priorlty glven
their vilal fontribution in educating
and honing the youth, At violation

-against teachors diminishes their

dipnily aid undermines thejr noble
profession,” De Gitasaid,

"We urge the' DepBd to unequiv-
acally speak wp in defense of ACT

-and o provide them with sufficient’

profection and support, especially
to-those wwhose personal informa-
{tom have been released,” shie added.

The Depld did not eategori-
cally condlemn the profiling by the
PMIE of ACT members, with of.

Feinis saying it 1s not within their .

maondate Lo queation the aclions of
ancthor agency in the petformance
of its responsibilities.

- During a meeting with Intetior

ignity-and safety of teachors ©

Secretary Eiuardo Afio, Briones
saidl she pelayed their position that

requésts for informalion should be

evaiyated by the cential office on
a case-io-case basls,

. The PNP drew flak after-confi-
dential memes divecling the profil-
ing of members-of the ACT, which
it accused of having ties to the Com-
munist Party of thé: Philljypince.

Reporls said police officials
have been visiting 'schools to re-
quest for the list of ACT members.

Briones sald she will issue a
reminder to school officialg to refer
te the conlral offlce any request for
information covered {;y the Data
Pelvacy Act.

Education Uncleysecretary Nepo-
mucene halaluan said the law nei-
ther absolutoly prohibits nor alfows -
data or informatton sharing; hence
the need lor evatuation,
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We are happy that were in the same boat-with the President in-terms of pmviding our publm schnul teachers a
salary that i3 commensur atﬂ to their value to our sodiety

By Marlo J. Mallarl
and Eimer N. Manugf

Promising public school
teachers will e s pelovity this
year, President Redelgo Duterte
sald he witl “strike o deal® with
Budgat Secretary Bonjamin

Dinklm amd Edun&tlon Sacmtary-

Leonor Brienes to engure thet
they get their pay likes.
In hig address to teachers

" At.the groundbreaking of the
. don. Grogorio del Piler ¥atlonal ©

ligh School in Bulagan, Duterte -

gaid he dirzcted both Cabinet

members ko “mako it l’m L

“Men wo oan make evon
an agreoment- ar. nanifasto
ov-ohoose srhatover kind of
dooumeant. You will ba noxt to

-rocefve aalary lnoroepsss this

year,” Mr, Duterbe sald. -
The President sald he i

s wllllngtntalkbu reprosentativas
of. teacharu, “but not the loftisf

gnes,”

: e

The commitmeont tn .* P
inuraasa tenchors' xa’ 4
wagos Immeadiately s
.:' =

drew suppor! from ™ ¥ A e &
Yutert £o page 2 é{r m_! : :



Mentors’ rai

“‘Then we can. make
even an agreement or
manifasto or cheose
whatever kind of
document. You witl be
next {o receive salary

inereasss this year

From page ¥

legistators fa n huge boost, not
pitly to the wolfare of thousands

:of:mantors, but also to the
“gointtry's oduentlonal systent.

Sen: Sormy Angars seld the

' Progident’s promise wil anraly

rptlvate publle schosl teachers

~to. perform botter = for the

heanetlt of ‘the Filipine students
and future ganoration,.
*Oimr feachers ave considared

. tobo the Leart of the eduedtional
gystom, The govaoiment needsto -

glve prlovity to their woalfave and

Interests,” Angava polnbed out. ] f
. : © - Inerease of nniformed personnel

" ¢ame frst due to budgetl -

Triprovied educition quabity
“Dalinitely, this would lerd to

"an fmproverment In the guality of
. -edueation’ fin-our public school

system,* hé added.
.. While Mr. Duterte did not

‘mantlon how much the ingrease

would be, it was definitely
on top of the fourth and last
tranche of sglary inercases for
all govarument wirkers to bo
implamented this year,

Angara has beap g for

- Something for the fufure School students shown hers laking

‘the tenchers' aalary hike ainge -

he wus o member of tha Hongo'of

Represontatives roprosenting the

~lone district of Anrora provines,
Co In Jutee 2016, he Mod Sénato
" Bill ‘136 whichi sought to ndjust
tha mlalmn salaty-gradlo levol

of teacliers by double thelr

CUrLGIE rnunthl:,r bage. ]m:.r of -

P20,170 to P42,008.
"We ave. happy that we'rs in

tha same boat with the President -

in terng of providing cur publle
school teachors a satary lhat I
commensiivate. {6 theix “value f0
our accioly* ho sal{I :

“Our teachers may hive.ons of
the hardest, jobs with tho Sniallest

_|t would st -Hves. I Iut:l to act
tieat:f ust-dle ok diviige 16" e
sald, apparently ralofting to the
Ia!arnin State {I3Hnapred -siego
of Marvawi City,
. "The 1ntalligem:a ooty
Tl iy Wi ware-pabaving it is
‘that-gomething wonll happen,
and spinething indesd happaned,
Which Is why 1 wos caught in
halwaen, ma'am,” ho said talking
to o, growd of publie uclmnl
‘tenchers. :

The I'-rasidant-'s prumlse

will avrely motivate public

‘sehpol. beachors tn pm'form
’ .hﬂlt-tﬂrl

wonatary reward, Thus, giving .

them a repsouable raise would

holp thom Bl nord appreciated
and tiklarstand why they wanted
the jeb in the i 1st plaee," ho
adilod, .

_ Trlority explalned -
My, Dulerte said tlio salary

onstraints mnd the peace and
orifar sliwation o the cowtry bui
vowead o priovitize the terchers!
pay hike next,

In January 2018, Duterte
signed a JoInt resolution

- increaging the base pay of the

military and police,
I pelovibzed the soldiers’ pay

hike beaause [ kiow what will.

liappon. 1.saw the (ubure and

sailio with President Rodrlgo Dulsrte have a geod reason 1o ba thankful

" ag higher salarias are expected ta Insplre teachsts and Improve quality of

aducation,

AFp

{

I}lukuu meanwhils, said ol
guvqmmaut enaploydes are sotto

recelve a salaty increass in 3019,
Hiuk Gmlgmss naeie losapprovy

thia national budget first,
“Adl- gnvtsrnmnnt umpluyees
WHI get an ineroase in pay, bub
Ak hns Lo walt for the approval-of
tile“ﬂﬂlﬂ QGenersl Appropriatlons
f!.ﬂt,. DY (Department of Midget
“nd Manngoniont) haa inltiaksd
ia stydy.for tho nerease in
comipendation for government
-workars fvom 2020 to 2022
Diokno gaid in .2 mossage to
-reporiers Thuzsday,
- Last Wetlestday, the Budget

- chief amouneed an additional

salavy hike for governmend
workers Is also. schaduled in
2020, Thia lz following news
that the fewrth tranche of
salary adjustivents will nat he
Iinplemented until the Goneral
Appropriatiens m‘;b (QAA) i
loptalatod,

Nevertheless, ho assured

tio workers that the fourth

tranche of rilary adjustmonts
will be'fyemented by Febeoary
and governmont ompleyoas

- will be entitlad to thelr saldry

differantinls.
"With pronouncemenis
from Congress that budget biil

- will ba thele top priovily upon

resunHion next wook, we expect
the GAA to be slgnod first week
February," he sald.

New aalary siruciure set

In additton, the Governance
Commission for 30CE (GCQ) 1s
contracting an tndependont firm
o gonduct & aludy on tha wage
~gbruglure of geyornmont workers
yig-u-vis thaly private seotor

ises on ice

ﬂn}mtmp«arts.

Tho DBM will be uillizing
this datn to cvalt-a new salary
selhetuls for goveinment workers

o v froplomented starting 2020,

" Punding fov the conduct of the

study hag already boan allogated
1o the agency budget of the QUG
for EY- 2016, Ourrontly, the agency

12 ondueting Barly Proeurement
for the Independont rosearcher,
g0 they may procead with the

“gondycet of the study 8% soon a3
- fhe 2010 General ;‘Lpumprl,atlmm

Act 13 pasaed; -

Ttesulta from the study aro
expoctotl to be dolivered by the
indepandont firm before -end of
Juite this year. Oonsaquently,

iho DBM will eome out svith a
proposed satwry scheditle by the

tidid quartcr of 2040,

Stitl no arma frdm US
Meanwhile, Mr. Dutértols stlll
Ma on his decisjon not to buy
armg and mdlitary oquipingnt
from the United Statos during

‘hig-teen dospite tha threat of

Washingten to sanction countrios
that deal with Rossla,

In o speeoh beford millinry
peesonngt In 8an Jose del Monte,
Dulacan cocently, the Progident
revenled that asie from Russia,
the U5 zlse |3 against the
Philippines pmrohaging arms
eam Chino.

*H you buy aving fom Russia
or China, you eannot irade
with Amerbep. So, T told yonr
superlors and the eivillan
loadors that with that kind of

" arrangement, do not expect me

to buy arma from the United
Btates,® Duterts sald, “The U3
really pushed ns agalast the
wall after wo asked holp frem
Russia and Clilng,"

Al guvemmnnl; omp!ums
will got an ncrense In pay,
but §t has to wale for the
appeoval of the 200 General
Appropriatlons Act,

Ho also noted e is.seibing
his slghts on Tsraoel and South
Korod #s potantial arms
suppllers with the US now out
of the phefyro.

"I will net agees: to buy from -
the U3, It doos wot sit well with
tho Fillpluos,” Duterte satd, “They
starled ity and they erlticized mo
heawily ore Lha war on dengs,”
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By Franclsca Tuyay

Ilvilo between security forces and New People’s Army rebels,

F IGHTING erupted on two fronts in Negros Occidental and

resulting in the wounding of & soldier and scores of casualties
- ot the.rebel side on Thursday and Friday, officials said.

The fighting btoke out after the rebels

nttacked the patrol bage of the 62nd Ta- .

i fantry Battalion in Sitic Camangpehan,

An Hilamonan village Kabankalan City

aronitd F:50 pon, on Thursday,

. The soldizts manning the detachment
engaged the rebels in a fivefight that |ast-
¢d for 20 minutes.

- Meanwhile, the Interior department

oin Friday said the communist move-
ment was in a sharp decline follow-
ing the surrender of 8,367 communist

© rebels since President Rodrigo Duterte

aeswined office in 2016,

Acting Interioe Secretary Ydnarda Afio
said 1,117 had been granted benefits under
the Enhanced Comprehensive Local Inte-
giatlon, Program, the primary coiiponents
of Balik Loob Prograng of the Duterts ad-
minisization,

Defenge Secretary Delfin Lorenzma
said the militacy might not be able to
wips ¢ut the communist rehels within
tha next thres years, but they would most
likely be reduced to a simple perce-and-

i’

order problem, .

oxt for poskitle renewed NPA attacks,
al “Gnm!: pgain I remind the lroops to be
mare aggressive and vigilautata 1 limes
ang encoutage Ihe civillan populace lo

fiugusly support-government forces
:Eﬂtr:;p{:rl gn:.' MPA aetivilies to prevent

dard ree s2.
ODAY

in Negros,

He inade the stalement following
Communist Parly” of the. Philippines
founder Josa Merin Sison's claint that tha
government would not be able to defeat
the New Peoples Army within tha.next
tivres years,

“We may not-be able to finish them
off completely to the last man bt we
ean reduce them into a purely polies
problem,” Lorenzana lold the Pliilip-
pine Mows Agency on Friday. '

Capt, Seragon, commander of the Bra-
v Company of the 2nd Infantry Battal-
iott, informed the nearhy military post of
ihe atteck. Remforcemenst arrived, fore-
ing the attackers to withdrew towards
Buenavista Himamaylan City where an-
NPA encampment was seized on Jan. 1.

The attzck prompted Col. Benedict
Arevalo, commander of the 3030d Infan-

. try Brigade, to remind his troops on the

terrotistic activities in the community,
. Avevalo said.
Ar]“ Ligile, a contingent of Scout Rangers
from the &ist Infantry Battalion fed by Lt
D Vera figured in fierce {iahtlng with 3'[]
terrorists Jn Sitia Tigma!tan, Alomndias
village in Miagao town Friday morning,
Reports said the roops were an cotn-
- bt patroi when they cncou?tcicd the 30

. tebels and fighting ensved. )
[n Sultan Kudarat, meanwhile, ‘Es-

canza nnmicipal Mayor Helen Latog
E:nde-:l aver 32 ausorted fircarms to
militaty offjcials in Esperanza town on
Friday morning. Wlt!l PNA.

>

TR
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Mot foar or fevor

. ‘Red tag’ sparks row

T-: prove It Hus itg pnlntiual
lre:xa.nm,ngJ a journalist organlzation
. shouid comdemin thy. atrocitles
ol the Commymist Parly of the
Phllippines New People's Army
(CPP-NP4A), sald Prosldential
Communications Operations
Office {PCOD) Undaragoretary

Turt io page 8

c)rl
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‘Red tag’ sparks row

Frompaga 1 . o

Lotraine Marls Badoy a3 she denied an
acensallon that PCOD was “redtagging™
Iz groin. e

In 5 cadle intovvlew, Hadoey asked

tha Natignal Unlon of Joirwadlsts' of the

* Pidlipplnes (NUJPY to issue'a dtatontanb

donouneing the pteecitiss eommittad by’
CPP-NV'A to dlaprove lta alloged sympatiy S oo
oo+ Umhs-pgport atated & group of former

far ihe comenanlst rebel group;

" Just wanl to nsk the chaliman -

of Uhe BUJE: Will you fssus an offigial
siatoment? Conld you do that a5 &
shallenge ~ denoundlng the activitles,
1o alroaltlos of the CPP-NEAT As stmple
ag that," Dadoy.sald, : .
Badoy, added NUJP chairmm Noynoy
iispina himseHl postad contents:on sagial
modin "patzonizing and romanttelzing®

e GEP-NPA durlng lts GO fownding

aunlversary. -

“Maybe the shindrman of. _l:;h_qa' NIJJ[’

wouldt Tike to cxplaln to us, why during
the 50HL sunlvorsary of an organizallon
Elnt ltas boon consistond and relentless in
Itg protencled war agaihist Hia govdtiment,
why wonld lis put somathing Hie this én
his page?" she askad. o

I'rua colox '

- Bhe said Esplina's Facohook page had
photos of communist terrerists holding
high powered gouns. :

Hadoy said slnea comimunist nsurgency
was itentiflad a4 tho primary hindranee to
{he eoumtey’a progress and develgpment,
fhe NUJJP should any something abous ik

Iulernationally, they are rasponaible
for o}l these henlble repovts nbout the
Fidllpplnes et & time when our counly
fad turred a corner," sha ssid.

Badoy addad the PCOD and itsaltnehad
office, the Philippiue Nows Agency
(FNA}, aro only after “siuple, il and
respansilla joutiglism.” Co

e alse slammed die NINF for not
regopnlzing He Niterts alintistratlon’s
Jro-peapte prograta, 5ol 28 the fien

eplloge odveatlon al the Universal

Health Cave Ao,

{Y

NUJIT wants eensorship
3 Tha BUJIP eacllor had. celed
4 foul aver dn arltele published

by the PHA over & group of
i arnter eontmunisi members
53 whe dented that el claims
4 ppntust NUJP boing linked with
0 the lefUst movemont 13 part of

A9

. #n orohostrated plan Lo silence the group. :

The artlels, thled *Red Mok teg on

" NUIP ot ‘orchestrated’s ox-rebels® and
- publlsiiedl online oy & January, clfed the .
*. pald: ghoup;: Klngan. ab Alyanss.ng mga |
- Dablng Ribolds (KADRE), widely nariated |

thiot: “Haedeors eleiments” ' the WOIP

* tuido surd to block lhe volease of thelr
 gtorles and their *Troedom to-exposa the

Ieth® - - -

_communist movement membars denled
thalr2revelabions® against the NIIP being -
linkéd with the Laft caviled in yeveral
nowspapers was patt of an orchestialed.
or “swell-planued” aperation. ...

“ 8he also slammed the NUJP

for not recogidzing the Duterte
admlnlsteation's pro-paople”
program, - '
. “Wa Just want snswered whether or nét
the NIWP is & lagal front of the Comminlst
Pariy of tho Philippines-New Faoplé's

- Amuy-National Demacralie Front,” KADRE

saldl in o statemeit, _
“The geoup sald “hardcars elsents” in
the NUJP have made sure the relange of
thef stries and thelr “fraedom te sxposo
the teubl® sre blockad. )
KADRE claims membershlp of more
them 300 formar GEP-NFA eloments.
“The-GPP-HP4A, In previous reports,
hod heen allcgedly invoived in cases of
gxtortion, mass mueder and violation of
Indligencus peaple'a Tighta.
The -US State Dapartment and the
Europann Union have both tagged the CPT-
MPA as a terrorist onganizatlon,

Fruits of parancia
Malacafiang had alrsady denled
allogations that FCOO was " hadting”
o *rod-tagging” groups, o :
Frasidential apokezman Salvador

. Panelo said the allegations inay have heen

the rosult of parancha, :

“Nathing, these 15 no such thing, POCO
witl ngt de that," Pavalo sald,

Last Deeember, the Philippines was
romaved feom the list of tho toy-ftve nost
dangerous countrios for journallsts in
2018, according to the annval report of

- madla feagdmn organization Reportars

Without Bordera,

In October, the Philippines was
named by the CGommittos to Protoet
Journalisks as one of the counteies with
an “Improved statna” in lts 2618 Global
Impunlty Index.
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- 2 alleged terrorlstsfal 'in Manila

By REY GALURO -

. Two men accused of being

members of a Mindanao-
based texror group, were ar- -
rested in separake UEeratiunS'

in Manils over the holldays;
officials said yeslerday.
Sudals Asmad and Jeran

. Aba were reported to.be.on a: -
mission to disrupt the holiday-
season and the Black Nezarene

Frucesai‘un,- according to a

" Capltal Region Peolice Of-

fice repart abtained by The

Front and that he was plan-
ning to conduet an IBD (lm-

- provised explosive device)

L
o bR

attack during the holiday
aeasen,” Dando told The
STAR. _ K

He said the sugpect also
admitted that he foight dur-
ing the Marawi giege,

high-ranking Maniia Police
Diatrict (MPLY) official. . -, .. .
- Accorditig to a Nalipnal :

STAR, ‘Asmad was arrested
In Bihondo on Dec, 20, 2018
and 1s-allégedly a-membor
of -the: Abii Sayyaf under
the umbrella.of the Dawlah
Islamviyah, : -
¢ Aba was arrested on Der,
25, 2018 after barangay of-
ficiala saw him alight from a

“We did 1iof come ourt with
the report immediately be-
cause we don't want to cre-
ale panic amang the public,”
Datiao said. G’f

The suspectshvere charped
with violation of the compre-
hensive firearms and explo-
sives law and resisting arrest.

B AL R

trici,'cle with a pistol tucked -
in his waistband, A hand
grenade was also confiscated -
tom him, said MPD divector |
Senior Supetintendent Yicenje -

. Danao Jr. _
“The suspect s a member

of the Dawlall Istamiyal

- and Moro Islamic Liberation
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YUK NATION'S LEADING WRWEPAYER

-J apan afﬁrms support to PH peace efforts

o aymnm:in.wm:mm L

The Japanose gwglnnmnt ullihﬁl‘ﬂdny .

affizmed its supp-:ut fm tlm Piuhppiues
- PUACE PrOCEss,”

Vuring a ltbmlrhae!_'lj-r éall tu tiew Presiden-
ilal Peace Adviser Caclite Gabvoz e, Japa-

" nese Ambassadot {0 the Phillppines Koji -

_Haneda commitied his country's continued
support for peace process mechanisms and
programs, projects and activities (EP%As) be-

ingimplementad by the Japan Internallonal

- Conperation Agency (JICA)Y in Miidanao,
Galvez fhanked Japan fot' being a:
parther of the Phlllppines fm pem:e antl
. developlqgnh e g

: “Thﬂla-.rel ut‘yum ilmstmeutaml pressnce
Ins vy counbry demonstrabos the univavering

. support and commitment of Japan lo halpus -

attain: fust gnd tasting peace,” he said,

Japan hasprovided a total of $5. ﬂﬂl_ﬂl]mn
in-giitclal developmiont asslstanco (ODA}
to tha Philippines as of the third quarter of
3018, making it tho couintry's biggest doner,
aceording-to the National Econotnle and
Dovelopment Authority (INIEIRA), .

During theiv meeting, Galvoz also up-
dated Haneda on the Bangsamoro Organle
Law (BOLY, pacticulayly llm plehiscite on
Jan, 21 and Feb, 6. '

. Honedasaid Jepah hopes tho BOL “wing
 the heart of lio Bangsaincro people.”

“.Iapan wJIl mlltmue Itg suppert to lio

'peace process,” he sald, -

Among the PUACe process meehamsms
that Japan ked participated in were e
international Contack Group, Internntional
Monitoring Teany, Indepandent Decomimis-
sloniig Dody, Jolnt Normalizallon Conmit-
tze, Jolnt Peaca and Security Commilteq,

- and Independeit Commisslon on Policing.

Galve: developed a-close relationship
with the Japanese embassy in 2012 during
tive luenover of a twvo-stovy sehaol building
In. Basllan and the fivst meeting In Cambug

- Albarka with MILF' 104 BC Commander

Haji Dan Agnavwl with the faclitation of the
I0G-IMT Coaselive Mechanizin.
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NCRPO reveals capture of 2 I8 terrorists .

By Marly J. Mallart

“The Natlonal Capltal Reglon Pollée
Office (NCRPO) yestorday announeed

the Chiclstmas Day arrest of an illaged -
iember of the Islamic Stata-Insplred

Davlal Jslamiyal who was out to condust

boml attacke In Metro Manils dutlng

the-holiday season. =
Nabbed was Joran Aba, whe uses

| the dlloses Pajto Pangadaman Liwal'g

and -‘Abu Slnan, & member of Daulak
talamlyah >.an umbrelia organization
of various IS-inspived groups operating
in Mindnnao, . ' '

Aba was arrested at around 8:30 p.m.
inst 26-Decomber on Quazan Bojlevard
cornex Norzagaray 8t. in Qulapo, Manila
after he ins seen in possession of a
platal,

Flve days earlier, & waniai Abu Sayyaf
torroriat, identlfied as Sen, who uses
the aliasos Abu Mas, Snbud, Jul and
Budais Asmad, was also gollaved by
pelice operatlves on Eleano Strest in
Binondo, Maniia. lfe is wanied for the
kldnapping of 15 amployess of Golden
Harvest Flantdtion in 2011.

“{Aba) was plannlug to conduet 18 .

attack in HCR durlng the holiday saas0N
and imeomliig festivals,” NCRPO chiaf
Direstor Gulllermo Bleazar sald in.a’
atatomiens. .

. Abis glso adintbted he was a former
“raember of Moro Islainio Liberation Frops
(MILF) and took part in the Marawl
slege in 2007, '

Om the other hand, Sen was in Matro
Menila “purportedly to recoive fnancial
gupport from syrpathizers of the Danish
Islamiysh and for othor yet unknown
iitfzalons.” -

Sen slso servas as Hatson for *Balk -
Ielam® membera in Luzon who are going
to Basilan, Ho ls 1dentltied with ths

_Abu Sayyaf group of isnilon Hapllon,

who was killed during the Marawl Clty
sloge, and Furwji Indama.

Both were oharged with illagal
posseagion of flrenrms, :

Bleazar sald the two soparate
arrests yrompted NURPO to Intensify
intelligenco and securlty operations:
in the metrapolis, not only durlpg the
yulstlde season, but also during lasg
Wedneaday's Feast of the Biack Nazarsie
I Mnnila or the Trasiaeios. 4§

Tho NGEFO ahlef said the drrests
worq producta-of spoala) intalligence
and counter-terrorism operations,

“With thosn accomplishmants,
the NORPO further intenaified its
intelllgonce efforts and poiles oparations
that resulted in the generally peacaful
calobration of the yuletide season and
Traslucion 2018, Eloazar sajd,



By Jille Alipala
@ingmindanas

ZAMBOANGA  CITY—Propa-
nents of the Bangsamoro Qrganic
Law (BOL] were brimming with
confldence that the - meastre
would be approved in & pleblscite
but an electlon officlal said
tuenaue should be high to make
tiie results more convincing.

The plebiscite i3 barely twa
wieeks away and an electlon offi-
gial of the Autanameus Reglon
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM}
cailed on proponents amt offl-
clals to excrl extra effort antd
step up the canpatgn to attain at
least o-percent voter turneue.

Lavryer Rey Sumalipao, ve-
gional election director of the
ARMM, urged the BOL cam-
paigners to maxitmize rheir re-
saurces, go down to the grass-
roots and encourage more peo-

for BOL poll

Comelec asks proponents to raise level of campaign to draw more voters

for Jun. z:'pl__eblsr,'i'i;fé

ple to take part in the Jan. n
pleblsclte,

Sumalipag said based oo
previous uncontested elections,
furnout was usypally so percent
"but a massive cantpaign will
certainly-help inincreasing it."

216N voters

Hapected to troop to the
polling places on Jan. 21 are the
216 milllon registered voters of
the ARMM. -

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman
said he expected more Moro peo-
ple to vote for BOL ratiflcatlon.

T kpow the “yes" will domi-

" nate despite some quarters
pushing for ‘ne,”™ Hataman said.

“0f covrse, they have their
right to say no, but my only ap-
peal to them Is to refrain from
sowing negatlve information
pertaining to the BOL, just stick
to the provisions,” he said,

lefr hefore the plebiscite,

"Allow our peaple (o moke
the right decizion on fan. 21"
Hatarman said.

Hatainan urged his people to
help disseminate information
as there was bately enaugh time

Sumalipao, however,
warnect chat only noncivil ser-
vice employees in the ARMM
can participate in the campaign,

Sign of suipport

While opposition to the BOL
surfaced after the fonsm ovga-
nlzed by the BOL praponents in
Basilan, Mabaqer Ighal, peace pan-
¢l chair of the Moto Islamlc Liber-
ation Front (MILT), expressed op-
timism “that more people 15—
abela City a5 well as Sulu will ga
For the ratification of the BOL"

In Isabela City, thousands of
residents taok part In & BOL fo-
rom, which tgbat said was a good




The BOL
is an antidote
against terrorism
and violent
extremism..

Carlite GalvezJy,
Prasldentinl Prage Advizer

sign because of slroig opposition
ta rhe BOL shown by residents.
In Swiu, ighal sald abmost
8.000 pecple, along with local offi-
clals, took partin the furum mak-

. Ingita“grand sueeess," he sad,

When asked-to define grand
success, Ighal said it was "he-
cause many people artended
and politicians’ response was
very encouraging, speeches all
insupport of the BOL"

MILF {aunched a serles of
forums to bring awareness
ahout the BOL to the Moro Na-
tonal Liberation Frant (MNLE),
the gultan of Sulu and the turfof
Sulu pokiticlans’

. NotMlLFa]one
Prestdential Peace ﬁdviser

 Carlltp Galvaz Jr. sald the Jam, 5

forum in Suln drsw “tens uf

theusands of people to show

thelr support” for the BOL.
Murad Ebrahim, MILF chalr,

said he was surprissd by the

wurnout- of people for the forum

at Notre Dame College in Jolo,
"Tdid nat expéct this crowd,"

e safd, “[ am very pleased to see

everybody here,” Bbrahir added:
He said the BOL was not just

the workofthe MILE but encom-

passed all slgned peace agree-

ments, including those between
the government and the MNLE

“The BOL ig not a victory of
the MILFbut a victory af the en-
tire  Bangsamore  peeple”
Ebrahim said. )

"Thlsis the frult of our sacrl-
fice, the result of our culiectwe
efforts,” he added,

“Inshallah we will win s Su-
lu,"” Ebrahim said.

Galvez said the new faw was
the only way to stop the sg-
cailed "generational chain of vi-
olence” by azilowing the Mo
people to effect{vely run the fu- .
tere Bangsamoro governtnaent.

"The BOL is an antidote

-against tercorism and viclegt
extretnism,” he said. g
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Twanf gight' b avs
ﬂ'ﬂt are ﬁuf ﬁ;lcier t“l‘nt}!]I r‘a%:-

tnnumuus Region InMys. -
lim Mmdﬂnau {AKMM]-
lavu been mc!uded in:

_ the plebiiscite fg Tatify the

anfsamﬁm Organig” Law
) the Cammmsmn ar .
Hleetmns {Cumelenj smdi_'
- Yestorday, :
James: ]jmenez g ukesw:.
mﬂn for the Cmneleu “mafd
! from 20, -eight more: arens -
| were ap];mwd bythe polt -
hud}—' to be mc!uded in. tIle :
| p!ﬂ iscite, ; L
“The fmﬂ! mlmber of
. B1PAS covered by the-BOIL,
© plebiscite i s 28, ]mmnez
i said. :
!' " Thess . areas are all.in
- North Cotabato, i
- - Covered by ihe BOL -

; EInhiRﬂ{tv are Bay angays I.i-

ungan Torreta, Upyrer Pan-

. gikalp, Rate ManH] ang -
‘Stmsiman ih Pigcawayam;
Bavangays | angopan, Fab.
i polmn, Kibayao, Kitalaan
Turn to Page 2



28 areas eumpu;’

and Tupig in Carnien,

Others ate Barangays Raja-
hntuda, Barungis, Gli-gli, Na-
;'r;ulpnan, Panicupan, Nunguan,

danaulanan, Bule!, Bualan,
Nabundas, PamaliAn and Fort
Pikitin Pikit; Pedtad, Buluan,
Simone and Tamped'in Kaba-
can; Tumbras in Midsayap and
Gadidad in Tulunan,

A lotal of 103 areas under
ARMM but are adjacent to
the places covered by the BOL

- have filed petitions for. incly-
slor in the plebiscite.

The Comelec had screened
the petitons and found that
only 28 met the requiremients.

Jirnenez satel moist of the peti-
tions were denied beeause they
donothave “contiguons border
with existing” main territorics
coverod by the plebiscite,

The Comelec will hold the
first leg of the plebiscite in the
ARMM tetritories on Jan, 21.

It this yields favorabie results,
the second! ieg will be condhucted
in the 28 bagngays on Feb, 6.

Support’

for ratificat! n. ..

" Theleadarsliip of the Noro Na-

tonal Liberation Front (MINLP)

assuned Presidential Adviser on

the Peave Process Carlito Calvez

Jr. of theic commitment to the

ratification of the BOL duning a
meeting on Tuesday:

Yusop Jikiri, who chairs

the MNLF central commit-

vowed iomobHHze thele med:

AT

L . _‘ _'_-._'__.':='-. :’h‘- .J'_I;_.
tee, reltdrated, telf Suppoct
for President Bidette's .ca?l'tu
rakify the BQL. . .
Jikiri saicl:the MNLH i #100

percent behind the President's
aspiratlon to bring peace anel

progress In Mindagao.”
Galvez lauded the MNLR for

cartying out orderly.campaign

rallies across the proposed berr-

torfes of the fyture Bangsamoro

autanomeus reglon. .
“You have shown te our
ﬁguple your commitment on
ow we really wanted the BOYL
te push through and be yatiftec
convincingly,” Galvez told
membeys of the MNLF central
commitee; " i T

5 He catlect on tho MNIE o'

ensure that the congliret of the

Plebiscite would refloct (he Wil

of fhidpeople. ~  :. .
T he tatification: of the

BOL wiil bring peace, secutity,

unity, reconciilalion and prog:
ress not only in Mindagao but
to the whole country” he satil,
~-The,MNLE leadershiy:

hérs._.an:;i,ig_erununl_ties o

gailsupport for the upcomiing
plebiscite. - S ;

 ~Lastweck, thousandsjoined
the caravan for BOL launched

by the MNLF in Cotabato City, -

Commissioner Joso Lotena
of the Bangsamoro Transition
Comntlssion noted the strong

Hvely can@Bigty for the BOL R e

18U p_brt of the MNLF.ini the
1 <polilical process.”, - *

“The Ban snii"\fyrhr.pt_-pple _
should stand to becomea one. :
We nead to hurdle the Apst:

gbstacle, whichis passing the

BOL th_rnufh thiz plebiscite,
Lorens zaid, :

Japan backs _
peace process

. The Japanese government
affirmed ity support for the :
peace process in Mindanao.
Japancse Ambassador Kaji
Haneda, who paid a couitesy
eall on Galvez on Thursday,
commitied hie country's con-
linued support for the varlous
jeace process mechanisms and
Em rams being implemented
Y the Japan International Co-
operalion Agericy in Mindanan.
+ .. Galvaz thanked Japan for
being an‘active partaer for.
peace and development.
*Tha level of lnvestméntsin'
our ccimtry demonstrates the
unwavering :commitment of
" Japan to help us attain peace,”
he said: . - 5
Japan has. provided $5.98

e.;_-]_;:illiuni_;;;qfﬁulﬂl-._dayelnpmem_ '
- - agsislanceto the Fhilippines as..

' ; .i:'_EtF'I.' G_f'zmﬁ{;ﬂ]ﬂk:-"l :
g it the €ointiy’s bigjtast do-
40w according Lo the Natlona! |
Economic and Develapment:
Authoriry, .

Bomb plots meant
- to disrupt BOL?

Meatwvhile, lwo-gmup#_ of
local militavits linked. to fhe

of thivd:qs

Islamic State word allepedly
behind the foiled bomb at-
tacks, aupposedly to disrupt
the scheduled BOL plebiscite
in Mincanao, the military sdid
yusterday. )

Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobe-
jana, commander of the Az-
my's 6th Division, tagged
the Bangsamoro Islamic

e

of Abu Turaife ‘group in-
- the recent Cotabato mall

Ereedom Fighter (BIFF).
and Dawlah lslamiyali (D1 .

bonibing and atterpts to
alip Improvised cxplnsi?n
devices in urbaiy areas n
Mindanan. :
Sobejanna said members
of the BIFF and DI allegecdly

buried heavy déquijiment u:'f
a'construetion flvm iny: Suitai
Kudarat, LT

.. . *These groups are peage

epoilers and we believed the
bomb plots were parlof terror
lhreats o sabotage the plebi.
stite,” he sadd.

- With Roeal Pareiio, Jose
kodel Clapano
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Comelec OKs 8 more petltlons
for inclusion in BOL plebiscite

B;f LESLIE ANN 4, MWIH{I'

Aqinuludeﬂ n the rveferendum for
the creation of the Bangsamorg
ﬁutmwnmus Region in Musiim Misdanao
{BARMM) has heen approved by the Com-
mission on Kleelians (Conelac).

These were Bavangays Pamalian and
Fout Fiklt in Plikdt; Galidas In Tulusan: Tum.-

brag In Midsayap; srd Padtnd, Buluen, Sima--

ne, Tamped I Kabacan,

The Corelee en bang had eavlier granted
20 potitions as they have complied wilh all
of the vaquirements under tha law and the

rulas and have suffielenlly eslablished that

its terzitory is contiguous to that of Lhe locat
governmetit units,

The 20.zpproved petltions eame fron
Darangays Libungan Torreta, Upper Pan-

gankatan, Dati Manll, and Simsiman in

Flgeawayan; Baranggy Pagangan In Alen-
aan; and Barangays Liangogan, Pebpoloan,
Iﬁhﬂ}"ﬂ{], Eolulaat, and Tupig in Galmuu

=g fulit mord petitions of barangays
* 1t Notth Cotabalo seghing to be.

 &cite, h:.rnithm Lhe local gover nmentursuch

Alsg, apmwed wom pehtmus from Ba
vangays Rajahmuda, Barungls, Gli-gli, Nals-

‘paan, Palicupan, Nubguan, - Menaulanan,

Bulol, Boalan, and N'ahunﬂus,-all in Pikit, -

"Soine were not ncluded becauys of con-

siderations. First of all, whether or nok they
are actually contlguous, Eul In general, what
wo are looking is fallure fo megt the cequive-
ments, In some cases, some places (hat pedl-
Honed gelvally submiltbed nono of the require-

“mants ot all just what amnawnted sssantlally

to an expression of thelr lutent to particlpate

" inthe plebiscite... 2o they waie not instuded,”

Comeles Spokesman Jemes Jhinenez sald-{n
& press brlofing, 1o Manila, Friday

"In other cases Lhey Just absolutcly had

nu contiguous border with exlsting territo-
ries 5o those hiad to be denled," ha added,

Btore than 104 petltions were Nled at the
poll kody for voluntary inclugion g the Bang
gampro pleblsclle,

Earlier; tho Comelec sald areas contigu--

ous to any of the Bangsamore core gieas
may agk for voluntary Inclusion in the plebl-

an ared Ming & resdlution; orat least 10 per- .
cont of the-rogistered vobers In a local gov-
ernment unit filing a patition and ask for In
clusion in the pleblsclbe, :

“Eho plebiselte for the ratifieatlon of the
Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL} will be con-
ducted in lwo sepalata days on January 21

. and Fobruary 6, 2010, -

The poll body satd lhe Januavy 21 plehi-
selta will ba conducted in aveas comprising -
the Autonemous Reglonin Muslim Mindsnag -

© (ARMM), &5 well a5 Isghela Ciy i Basi]an,

pirid Catahatu ity :
- Tor the province uf Lanag do! Nmtu ax- .

) _aept iligan City; the munigipatiiles of Aleo-
-~ sam, Carmen, Kabacan, Midsayap, Plidt; ang), .

* Pigkawayan-in the provines of North Cota-: .
bato; and allother aveas contiguous to any of

tha Bangsamum core aress where: The tacai

- govoriment of auch avea, h;.r way of & resg-.
" Tatlowr, asked for inclusion in e Webiselte;

or at least 10 percent of theveglstered yoterd -

In & lozal government unit, by way of a poti-
" tlon, asked for inclusion in Hie plebisife, the
-plebiﬁﬂite will e-held on Il‘ahmarjrﬁ ls‘[
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Arroyo calls for swift -
“approval:of: BOL'." 5

_s!x Nur’th Eural:ralu munrdpaﬂtm

HOUSE Spea}mrﬂluria Macapagat-Arroyn
~ 6n Friday relteratect her suppart for the
 Bangsamaro Organtc Law (80L) ahead of
-, 1he pleblscite for the measure%raﬂﬁtaliun
w0 January 21 and February 6.,
~1 hope i passes. | was saj.rlng earlrer
Jthe Bangsampry {ongressmen are now
« 82081 1 g0 to the next sbep — tejto .
getdnvestments,” Arvoyo bold reparlers
. In Pampznga. '

"I having the Bangsamoro, they wilt
» b able to brlng down the poverty Here
* the BOL would besigried into law.- -

by having business activitfes sowe'e

hetping them cut. We are galng to kave _.
an Investraent fbsslon in Saudl Arabla,”

sheadded” * .

. The BOE pleblscte on Januvaty 21
Covers voters withlo the .tutonomnus
Reglon I Musliin Mindanad areas, '

- Isabela Lity fn Basifan and Cokabate City.-
_Yobing on February & are those residing -

- In Lanao del Norte mept Iligan City Bﬂd

M e
1-._

Presidentlal Pezce dvlter Carllh

- Galvez said tharatflcation of the §91..

 yeould brlng“peace and security, nity,
remntitratfun, ard progress not 6nly n
« Mindanao bk e the whole country”

... Arroye previoysly sald that the ratifica:
.. Hon of thie BOL was part of her agenda

35shetook over the speakership during

_the state of Ihe natlon address of Presi-

dent Radrigo Daterte on July 23, 2018,
Int hils addvess, Duterke anhounced That

F‘aga.: é k)

The BOLJs envisloned 1o atow forgp,

" establishment ofan avtonomous entily |
known a5 the Bangsamore !tutonumuus
feglon, which will replace the Autone-
rivstls Reglon [ndusiim Misdanao, fol-

lowlng the agreements made betwaen -

the government:and the Moro Islamic
Litverallen Frent back In 2014,

_k}' GLEE JALEA.
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Mllllaﬂl Illlllcﬂ
‘tapped to secure
BOL plebiscite

B}r GENALYN I.'} HABTLING

-Pres]dent Duterte has arderecd
e milieary and the polica to ensure
fres, peaceful, and credlble Jan:
21 pleblscite gn the Bangsamoro

Organic Law. as well a5 May 13

midcerm elections.

The Presidant {ssued two
memorandum orders concurring
with the Commission on Elections
on the deputatlen of tha Armed

Forces of the Phillppines, the.

Phifippine Mablonal Pollce, and

other faw enforcement agencles In'

cennection with the byo upcorilng

democratic exerclses,

tlemorandum Order No, 34
Involved the BOL pleblscite whils
Memorandum Qrder Mo, 35 was

relateﬂ kg the m}dterm polls,
"Tha foregolng taw enforcement

-agencies and other concerned

agencies are hereby ditected bd
coordingte and conperate with the
Comelec In the performance of thelr

dutles and functions,” Duterte sald
*in the ordars,

Undar - the Canstltutlun tite
Comales is empnwered ta
deputize, with the concurrerice of -
the Presitent, law enforcerent.

capencles and Instrumentalltles

of the government, including the
AFP, "for the exlusive purpose
of ensuring fres, orderly, honast,
peaceht, and credible elections,”
The orders, slined by Exerutive
Sacretary Salvador Medlaldea last

"Dee. 28, ook effect immedlately,(,

Page: 7
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- Lorenzana’s WiShful thinking -

efense S¢cretary Delfin Lorenzana's re-
cent pitch on reviewlng cthe Cold War-
era Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT} with
the United States sounded like tough
talk. Whether the defense chief can convince
the Unlted Staces to finally say in no uncer-
taln terma that #t will use fire and sword to
defand the Phillppines against forelgn ap-
gression 1s, however, wishiul thinking.

Tha 1951 MDT was imposed upon the then
Quirine regime primarily as part of a Cold
War alliance syatem te prop up US hegemony
in the Asia-Paclflc. The MDT bound the
Philippines to flght the United States’ Aslan
wars In Eorea, Indoching and elsewhere. It
bhecame-a major tool to cement the country's
dependency ties with America,

Instead of dropping the tieaty as the Cold
Wak ended in19g0, andin licu of the nonrenew-
al of the US bases agreement, Philipplne au-
thoritles slgned the Visiting Forces Agreenient
{VPA) and the Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement (Edea), which allowed US forces to
stay in.the country. Both agreements are used
today by the United States to contain China, -

But there have been tectonic changes that
should sweep the MDT to It grave. o wars
have oocupred in Asla slhee the "8os except do-
mestc confilcts, and now the entite continent is
engrossed in econonlc growth and multilateral-
ism. The two Koreas are engaper] diplomatically,
with Pyongyang determined to jump-start jis
economic moedernization ambd denucleadzation
talks betwsen US Presldent Donald Tromp and
Kim jung-un, Trurnp's “Ametica First” enilater-
alism has been costly, 43 major allies like Japan
and India now gravitate toward China and as
the Jatter's soft power economic diplomacy iz

LR g BT D i
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creating a new globat architechsre,

The only polnt left in favor of maknkzining
the MDT s a mere bellicose US miitary prima-
¢y In the Asla-Paciflc including the Saurk Shi-
ra Sea (SCS), glven the decline of irs econgmic
clout relative to China's rising Influence, Other
than keeping Its military stpremacy, the Unit-
ed States has ng elear core interasts in the re-
glon, Its provocative naval cxercises n de-
fense of freedom of navigatfon-and trade in
tie SCS fall flar on thelr face, as there has been
na such actual chreat in peacatime.

Aasean countrles refuse to be drawn Into a
war of nerves between the two powera be-
cause it does not benefit them at all, and algo
glven thelr prowing econsmic interdepen-
dence with China This sentiment is balstered
by the fact that, taday, more countries ses the
United States as a security thieat, according
to & 2017 Pew Research survey of 30 stares, in-
cluding the Philippines.

Under' the regime of the MDT, the Philip-
pines’ soverelgnty and territorlal integrity, as
well as respect Erom ather countrles, suffered.

Mot one U35 aoldier who has commitbed acrime

in the Philippines has served prison thme, and
the facllities that operated under the treaty
came at tremendous soclal, health and enyi-
ronmental costs. The culture of mitlitarlsni
promated by US anti-Insurgency methods
cannet solve the lefelst rebelllon, because

‘the solution lies somewhere clse; In fact, the

- government's peace with Moro rebels is belng

achieved no thanks to the United States.

+ Btill, the United States wlll nat glve up the
MDT because of the repercussions it will
canze. Without It, the YB4, Bdca and other
pacts will have to ga, sending signals to other

"US allies tor take a simllar move, Renegotiac

Ing the treaty 1= not an option, as It witl force
the United States 1o ciiange a long-standing
paliey--that 8CS terrtcories are not covared
by the MDT, The United States takes no posl-
tion In the marttlme feuds In the rame of the
United Natlans Conventton on the Law of the
Sea, which 1t has never ratifled anyway,

The United States will certainiy think twice
about being forced into a aklrmish with China
given that, based ot recent reports, the latter s
at near military parity with It More than half
the werld, Including the Philippines, depends
on & partnership with China, and any war will
bring down the plabal economy, Makd no mls-
take; The Unlted States will not Aght any war
unless frs own core ititerests are at stake,

When rhe proposed bases renewal reaty
was Junked by the Senace in 1993, the United
States cut off nearly all military and economle
ald to the Philippines. This alone may dater the
Department of Nafiaral Defense——a reciplent
of massive US military ald for decades
nov—from revlewing the MDT,

With no leadlng member of Congress tak-
Ing up his call, Lerenzana's rhetoric on the
MOT may just end up adug, ma

RBobby M. Turazon is director for policy stud-
ies of ths Center far People Empowerment
in Gevarnance and teachas internatfonal
politics in WP Manlla,
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Pax Americana B

ernen T.oek, his wife Pal,

g f and their four grown

chitdren dropped by the

hookshop the other day, and we  §
reminisced about the Manila of

25 years ago, when Vernon was
based here as Philadefphin Ia-

gtirer correspondent, He i3 now .
political cditor of The Atfentic in

Washington. ’ _

‘They were amazed at Manila's evidont progress

— the shopping mails, the soaring skyscrapers - and,

yes, the population explosion and the traffic jams. I -

told them the surfacc progreas la snillusion. Twenty-
five years ago, there was no one sleeping on the
sidewalk in front of the bookshop, Now tﬁem ane,
Vernon asked if Stokey Mountain was still in Tondo.
I assured him it was, but 1s no longer asmoky garbege
durnp. It is now green with grass and some houses.

And, as with most conversalions about Amerlea,
the Lopic turned to Trump, immigrants, and what the
Truwnp presidency means for the future of America
and For regional relationa. _

Perhaps, it is because we were colonized by the
United States that that natlan’s polilics and culture
have always fascinated me, While Iam critical of three
aspects of that cullure ~ the racisim, the wastage, and,
the emugness that there arc Amerlean solutions for
all the workl’s problems - America has one endur-
ing strongth: it is capable of self-rencwal. And this
strength is brought about by its openness, its self-
criticiam, and the continuing immigration of the best
mingds (torm all over the world. America has alwaya
Erﬂvidcd a sancluary, a pluce where their genius can

loor, and a fuluce for their children.

When I was at the Institute of Southeast Aslan
Studlies in Kyoto In the mid-1989s, some of my Japa-
nese colleagues were convineed that America was in
irreversible decline. Atthe time, Bera Vogel's book, fa-
prnt a3 Ngnber Oue, had just come out, The Japanese
blamed America’s educational system. Drugs, too,
had sapprd the Ameriean spirit, T told them they were
wrong, that what they were saying had long been
expresserl by the Americans themselves, '

Now comos Martin Jacques's bestselling When

China Rufes the World. The author implies that,

. agaity, the United States will be left behind because
of its incapability to equal China’s dynamism. Stre,
‘Cliina has more than 4,000 years of civilization, that
it was already literate when Burope was pecpled
hg primitive hunters and food gatherers. Some

. observers say that Chinais now in the same period
like Japan was in the 19305 when 1t modernized,

" became militaelly strong, and began to advance-its ;

pr

iimperial ambition.

g -credible, erﬁpirea claim that Hwey ;uaintaiﬁ

riohle motives and should therefore be welcomed by
- theticolonies. The British claimed they were bringing
. Britigh kaw and clvilization toa hehig ted world, The
-Bpanish.gmpice sdught to spread Gatholt
 to:iniake, the world: safe for. democracy js Amexica’s
v gkcuse forlts hegemony: T falrmess tot h& Americans,,
' th_tarq-ié';édme'noljilil?dn its imperial postaring. In

I

tholicism, and

ursuit of lts 6w seli- interest, i helped Burope rise

. from the sublale of World War [Twith its Marshall Flan.
| Mayle China's fulure l1ype will be its Confuciarethic,
whi

ch amphasizcs hierarchy and harmeny. ~ -

" Chinesacivillzatloris-acontinun, Thers are seri-

ous-gaps in Its development when it lagged behind
! tlig west it science and modernization, and was easy -

for. the Tmperial west. But it isthe knowledge

_lt_‘rj'f thils-gap that has fived Chinese natlenalism and
| lts congequent imperial-reach; Now China atid the
" Unilad Stales ate engaged it a trade war and, at the

- moment, the Ualted.

Lates seems to be winning.
However, China is atill developing its industrial sin-
ews, and hea not yetreached itg maximum potential,

The two counbrles are headed toward a military

 war bothi-do not really want. But they are.engaged

it a gatne of chicken, and one of them is lkely going

to;make o mistake soon. The possibility of that war
: i3 very real, glven the
= two powerd in the Sout
- it does happen, whether we like it or not, we will get
* involived. As the old Burmese aying goes, when the
: _aleghanta quareel, the grass gets trampled, To this, I
ad

wing tensiong between the
China Sea. In the cvent that

vy own caveat: when the elephants make peace,

i thie grass pets eaten.

i It would_seem that China today - like Japan in
+"the 1920s - is testing its muscle, even at the rigk of
| antagonizing its smalt weak neighbors. For sure, all of
© Southeast Asla willbe sinicized in the next hundred

years. The tichest in all these Southeast Aslan nations
are cthnie Chinese. In the Philippines, seven of our top.
ter billionaires are ethnic Chingse. They ate a power-

. ful presence, and in the event that war exupts, where
will thelr loyelties In:? Always remenber, all camé o

the Philippines with nothing and they becawe rich by

* exploiting the Fllipines and thelr land.

Bventuslly comparisons have tobe made. Isay that

~ the Unlted States can afford the likes of Trump for the

{ree Institutions in that country are all working, and

- the Americans themse]ves are always alert.

s for Duterte, [ told Vernon that in the beginning |

. was for the man, foul-meuthed though he is. No Phil-
_ 1Epine ﬁresii:!ent has ever challenged the n]iﬁamli}r,
t

e Catholie Church and the media. [ really thought

e swould bring about the revolution this country

needs and that T had been hoping for, for decades,

" a5 revolution always does,

But he has divided the country ins\tgad of uniting s

‘The Chinese always teke a lonf"view of history,
in keeping with their own venerable pest. The story
goes, that whenthe Chinese leader, Zhou Enlal, was

‘asked about Swhat he thought of the impact of the

French Revalution on western clvilization, he replted,
“I{'a too carly to tell” : : '

Ferhaps we may say the same thing of the Ameri-.
can empire, Will it last longer ihan tﬁe Roman and
the Spanish empires? Or EJI:E Vatican?
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Need to rethink EO 70,
‘National Peace Framework’

Tlm bungleci. wilch hwnt by Intel-

Hgence units of the Philippine
. National Police (PNP) against the
Alllance of Concorned Teachers (ACT)
oniy reflects - in their implemeitation -
the brutish style with which the govern-
ment's counterinsurgency polickes and
directives are Issued by the ighest leyvel
of command. ACI'is t{e sole accredited
teachers’ union in the country:

Note why PNP Direclor General
Oscar Albayalde sacked three police
intelligence officers: not for catrying out
the illegal profiling of ACT members but
tor the crude way this was being done.
He groaned, "Maybe they don’t know
what the{luh of an intelligence officer is:
Mo, 1... there shouldn't be a leak [of the
opexation].., especially so if you would
be crealing unnr.'{:e'ssa?' anie,”

e of the “leaked” documents iz a
memorandum to YA COP: (Attn: Treal
Section}” issued by the Zambales Police
Provineial Office Inbelligence Branch off-
eer-in-charge on Dec. 27,2018, korclers the
“imventory of all public and private school
eachiers who ave members of e (ACT)”
li cites three references: lhe mid-term elec:
tons in May, and two nemos from highe
PNF offices — “TDI dated Dec. 10, 2008
and “RINPRO3 dated Dec. 27, 2018, botl

* on the same subject maatter

Acting on such memos, replicatec
by other PNP intel unils, police officer:
have visited public eiementary and high
schools in Metio Manils, Baguio City
and begides Zambalos, schools in othal
provinges including Bulacan, Sorsogon
Camarines Sur, anc Agusan del Sur.

The police aclions have raised vehe-
meit protesta (among others) from ACT,
the human rights coalition Karapatan,
and the National Union of People’s
Lawyers (MUPL), The Makabayan Bloe
in the House of Representatives has
urped a congressional investigation of
the “PNF spying,” And the Philippine
Pailiy Ingusirer edftoriatly biasted the ac-
tions aa “part of the escalatin {; campaign
of vitriol, demonization and haxassment
eing directed at a broad swath of activ-
ioty, dissenters and opposition leaders.”

1 Lt
Ny .'E‘-'i_k:-i'ﬂ":: .

The government s own ageiiciés,
lneluding the Commission on Human
Rights {CHR) itself, wete alarmed, “Cly-
en the cimate of harassment and threats

- against progressive and vocal Eroups,”

saidl CHR spokesperson Tacquellne de
Guia, “Hus (profiling) move alrcady
ralses doubts and fears, considerin Fit
that the PNP las niot been transparent
in doing the profiling and they gave no
solid justification or logitimate alm for
such aperation.” She added: “There is a
tigk Lhat the list {of ACT members} can
be wlilizad to ropress legitimete concerns
or to sllence criticlsms or epponents,”

- Meantime, the Department of Educa-
tion{DepBD) bas reealled an endorsement
of the Manila Police memo by a division
schoo! superintendent. Fducation Score-
laty Leonor Briones said: “Legatly, we are
notbound to give persr;-nalmfgormaliun g
a public Institution, Personal information
i govered by the Data Protection Act{RA
10173], Requests will have to be evaluated
by our central office, and we. are going
te refterale that to our officials down the
Jin,... With the Data Privacy Act, you have
bo b mnch more sengifive in Biving away
informalion that may vause damage.”

Privacy Commissioncr Raymuid
Libore, chicf implementor of RA 10173,
gave the same warntng. While the law
recagnizes the importance of public
order and anfety, and that processing
of personal information is important
{or law enforcoment purposes, ler: saicl,
*“This, however, iz not without Himits.*
Personal daka collection, especially those

of sensitive nattre such as poiitleal af-
filiation, requires the person’s consent,
he emphagized, anel sﬁuuld "always be
condistent with full respect for human
rights and the Constitulion.”

Now, PNP chief Albayaide has ad-
mitted that the police offorts ko identity
ACT members are part of the £OVENn-
ment campaign “to end the eommunist
insurgency™ by the end of Diterte’s enm
in 2022, This campaign is laid doswn in
Exeeutive Order No, 70, which Dulepte
signed on Der. 4, 2018,

“*We e nol saying ACT is an enciny
of the state,” Aibayalde confusingly ox-
plaingd. “¥We are pinpeinting hero indi-
viduals, not the organization, (at's why

- we are [gatheting intelligence].” Tacl is:

the stale Gecurlty forces — and Tresiclent -

Duterle - have tagged ACT as a "{ront”

of the Communtst Parly of the Philippines

S{CPPY; along with Bayan Muna and (he

other progressive partyllat erganizations

_grouped vnder fhe Makabayan Coalilion,

In this light, the Zembales Police
memo's reference to the May mid-term
elections assumes dive Implications,
Por one, Malacanang's comnwiticalions
operations office head, Martin Andanar,

" has vowed to prevent the Makabayan

parlylist groups from winning anew in
the May elections. Eow? '
But there's a more ominous perl] o
ACT, ko the othor Makabayan parlylist
g,mulle, and to all progressiveand mititant -
peoplo’s organizalions tagged as “fronts”
of the CPE Their members may alreacly.
have been bugeted for profiling by the
PNF and other state intelligonce groupa.
The blgger peril, however, would
arise should the security fosces mind- -
iessly carry out—as thelr commander-in-
chiet’s order - what Duterle told soleliors
in a military camyp rocently. Ranting
ainat the CPP and what he called its
*legal infrastructure” or “fromts,” he

. blurted: “Kill them... Destroy thom*

It's important te point out that, to end
the “communist anmed conttict,” EO No.
70 calis for the creation of aNalional Task
"Force with 20 membors mostly Cabinet
heads, ‘to ovérsce the campaipn. s
chaired by President Diderte himselfsvith -
his national security adviser ag vice chair.
The BO alse calls for “inslitulional-
izing the ‘whole-af-nation’ approach
in attaiming incluslve and sustainable
peace,” and directs the adopiton of a
“MNational Peace Veamework.” It sels a
six=-month peried, from the issuance of
the RO, For the Fagk Furoe to formulale
amd start to boplement, in coovdination
with relevant government agencies,
LG Us, civil society and other stakehald-
ers a whale-of-natlon-approach-driven
Nalional Peace Framework.”



Duterle had allowed himself to be
convinced by the Fnancially overin-
.dulged wilitary o announce last year
that the armed conflict would be ended
-in 2619, However, Defensc Secrelary
Delfin Lorenzana is now singing a dir}-

ferent tune. He sald: *[The insurgency|
has begn golng on for ihe st 50 years
and we cannot end it Jin one year Bubil
our target would be the remaining iliree
Years of Prosident Dirterte’s presidency;
we can probably do it fem phasis mine].”

Since the PNP's witch hunt against
ACT exenplifies an aspect of how EO No,
Pean and will backiive inits implemcnta-
tion, shouldw’t President Duterto pase
and — moie resalutely that he has clope
many Hmes before — pethink lis exceu-

tive arder? Shouldn't he take inlo aceaunt
Loretzana’s apparent reservalion over e
certainty of attaining its objective?

. E ] x %
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Ratifying...

the Pangsamoro that songht to have their
voices heard. It is & product of a bipartisan
group of Senator and Representatives from
the admintstration and apposttion-—Zubir,
Lrrilon, Angare, Fatifias, Senma, Dimaporo,
amd Lobregat, ete. who worked together to
forge a consehsue even as they reprosonted
diverse, conflicling interasts, The President
himself wot {nvolved at the vight time and
resolved an important tegal issue—haow (o
approach the inclusion of the six Lanae del
Norte municipaiities—correcily.

The objective of the BOL is “to cstab-
lish a political enifty, provide for it basic
structire of’ government in recognition of
the jusiness and legithmacy of the cause of
The Bangsamoro peaple and the aspirations
of Mualim Filipinos and all indigepous
culturg! commwnitics in the Bangsainoto
Autonorons Region in Muslim Mindanao
1o eecure their identity and posterity, allow-

ing for meaningful selfgovernance within
* the Mmmewark ol the Constitulion and the
ignly &5 well as ternitorial -

inkegrity of the Republic of the Philippines.”

Thy law consists of 18 aliclos deflnfng.:

the tesritorial Jurisdiction of the BAR, gén-
ernl principles and poticies, the povers and
Blructure of the Bangsamoro povernment,
Wall, basie rights, jusifco systein, nationat
defense and security, fiscal autonony, re-
gionals autonomy and patrimony, relabili-
tation and developmient, plebiscite, amend-
ments and teansitory provisions.

Arlicle 1V {(Goneral Principle and Poli-

© cieg) lists down the guiding principles that

shatl govern the BARMM in ail aspecis

of saciceconomiy and political govern-.

ance. These principles include: territoral
integrity ‘end alleglance whick mandates
the Bangsamoers as en inlegral part of the
Fepublic and its people an inseparable part
for the Filipino nation; selffgovernanca

which allows the Baﬁgaa:’hn:u_peﬁjﬂe ko

chart their own deshiny; defnocratic polii. -
- cal systein which alfows the Bangsamero

peapla to participate in 4 detocmtic politi=
cal aystem; an clectorel ayatem consistent
with nattonal electoral laws and democratic
electotal participation; establishment of &
civilian. government; promotion’ of secial
Justler; adherence o internallonal agree-
meat and troalles, respect fr the Jigl_lts of
non-Mora Indigénous peoples; and reapéct
fiar the freedom of choice, ? . :

Aitlcle V deltnostes the - powers of the |

nalional government and the Bangsamoro

Covernment. Thus, the rational governisent

exercises afl powers not granted to the Bang-
SAIOTG government by e Constifuition,
Section 2 specifics the powers grented to the
Bangsamoro Govormment, The maore siguili-
cant pawers by the Bangsamoro Government
are adminisisation. of justice, administvative
organizalion, ancestrat domaln gnd natueal
reacusces, budgeting, ofvil aervice, .clas-
sification of public lamds, cuaiomar{y Taws,
eminent dontain, human-rights, indigenons
people’s rights, public wotkds and struelure,
tourism developraent #nd mighy more, -

Article V1{Intergovernmental Relations)
liys down the méchanism ihat will define
the relationship. between the national gev-

‘eripment atl the Bengsamororo govern- -
" menl for cooporation, coondination and is-

00 resolution, The Prestdent shall axereise
general supervision over the Bangsanioro
Ciovernment o ensure -that (he laws are
faithfully obeyed. An Intergovermmental
Relniions Bady is created to coordinate and
resolye issuea thraugh consuliatfon and ne-
gotialion in a non-adversaial manner,
Finally, Artlele 1T delimits the tocritorial
Jurisdiction of the BARMM, As defincd,
the Banpsemoro shall include ali geo-
praphical areas of the Autoriomous Region
{n Muslim Miridanao, munfeipalities that
voted for inclusfon in the ARMM during
the 2001 plebisclte, the cities of Cotabaty
and Isabela in Basilan, and all other con-
liguous areas where a resolution of the locat

Loverment unit ar a petition of at leasi ten
‘percent {103} of the registered voters inthe
area seoks for their bnclssion at least fwo (2)
mentha priof b the conduct of the ratifica-
1lan af' this Organic Law, -

" The plebiscite will be held o two dates.
The first is on Jan. 21 for the provinces
{Maguindanan, Lanao del Sur, Basilan, Fa-
wi-Thwi, ard Sulo, which are alseady part
of ARMM which the law condiders one unit
for purpose of satification, aid for the cit-
i¢5 of Cotabato and Iishela which are being
praposed for inclusion into the new entily.
The segond is on Feb. 6 for those municl-
palities in Lanao del Norteand barangays in
Nortk Cotabate that the BOL includes gs ar-

© as to be included in the BARRM arid ather

aveas wiich are petitioning io be included
it thi new entity. It the second voto, the
whole of Lango det Sur and North Cota-
biter would be voling to dllow or digallow
the f,‘ﬂllﬁﬂrﬂi}ﬂ mukicipalities or barangays
to jein BARMM. | suppose that if there are
other areas—nprobably municipalities or ba-
rangays from other provinces—that would
be include because of a successful petition,
their homes or current pravinces or citles
wabld also fiave to vote, . :
~“There will bie chailenges in implernonting
the BOL., Staffing the new govermance entity

- with competeat; technical people will not be

easy. Geiting the natlonal government agen-
cits, especitlly the Department of Budget
and Management, to change their behaviar
Train one control to ove of respect, support
and avtonomy, will not come overnight.

Thiére is also the constiutiona)] chalienge
pending befbre the Supreme Clourt, A Tem-
porary Restraining order halting the: plebi-
scite would have immediate impacts on the
ground, especinlly this Iate in the game.

It's time to move forward in Mindahao,
Ratifying the Bangsamore Organio Law
and cresting the new Bangsamoro Anton-
omous Region of Muslim Mindanzo I3 a
good shep in thal directiom, . -

Fagebook: tolave Biitler: tonplavs
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the country is ‘being administered
if the electorate usos its right of
stiffrage responsibly and Intellipently.
The midterm eiections in May is of
parantount imporiance if Filipins want
lorreverse the trajectory the country is
headed ted by this adminisication.
Major challonges beset us. The 1987
Constitution, the basic law ef tho lend,
may be theown to e drash 4n snd re-
placed by one crafted solely by vested
interest groups whose interest is not
only to effect & shift in our system of
government to federalism, but also to

weaken guatasitees of the people’s hy- -

ian rights, and forther strengthen the
tuling class’ control on governiment
rwer

Resolution of ‘Hoth Houses {RBH)
No. |5 nuthored by Speaker Ginria
Macapagal-Atrofn haz been sndorsed
to. the plenary of the House of Repre-
sontatives (HOR) for considoration.
This docunient, apart from chenging
the: forn: of goverment to federal, has
removed the tenm imits for eangreas-
persong and.sonators. This moans that
they can run for office and stay in their
positions until kingdom eome.

Moreover, the Arroyo draft Con-
stitution dogs uot have any provision
‘againzt political dynasties unlike the
present Constitution that explivitly pro-
hribits the reign of political families and
clana, Evon the Dutecte-sppointed Con-
sultative Committee’s (ConCom) draft
Constitution provides for some regula-
tion {though not prohibition) of paliti-
cal dynastiag,

Clearly, lawniakers pushing for RBH
15 want to stay in power pempetuaily.
Needless to say, if thelr draft Constiilu-
lion is approved, our demacracy will be
significantly weakened.

We need government finclionaries
who will protect the present Conslitu-
tion and our democratic gains.

President Duterte's war against
drugs comtlinues to kill people, moilly
e poor. Journalist Inday Esping-Varo-
4, in a Facebook post said that under
Dutsrte, more than 27,000 people ht‘(r

A ganary 2019 S‘tﬁfﬂﬂ&l‘d Page: Y
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been killeﬁ. Included here are 12 may-

“ars and 6 vice meyors; 172 farmers; 3

priests; 34 lawyers; and 12 journalists,

‘The list grows daily as kfilings con-

finue.
The scariest thing is, many of those

 who petished died in tho hands of the

very- peoplé mandated to protect them
~ the police. Life in this country has
become very cheap. It seems that ev-
eryene has sccoss to gens, With a prosi-
dent who, it his speeches encourages
violenice and killing, this culturs of vio-
leiice is further sirengthencd,

Very sadly, it seems that people aro
becoming accustomed to the killings
that the public owrrage aad protests are
weakening.

We need peaple in government who _
will go against this penchant for kil ng. -
Wo need pubiic scrvants who will pro-
tect aur right to life. '

“ The coming efections fs an
opportunity for the people to
strongly assert our power to
direct our country. T IR

g

Z

China continiues to' gecupy and milj-
tarize parls of cur terdtory. We are los-
ing what we own, and what we wou..
Duterte’s administration does not scem
to mind thal our sovercipnty is blatantly
violated and distespected by a couiny
our President coiisidera as his friend.

We canot just stand by and allow
our country ia be aecupied rlght under
o' 10903, We need to pat in posilion
people who will protect our land and
waters. We need leaders who will ex-
hayst all means to stop Chira’s oeeups-
tion of the West Philippine Sea.

The freedom of the pross and our
right to fiee expresslon are being re-
pressed, We conlinee to see how le-
gltimato media organizations are threat-
ened with lawsuits and non-renowal of
franchises. The former Chief Justice
who stood up to strong-acm tactics was
removed via a very questionable means,

Even elected officials are hounded and
put to Jait. Senaior Leila de Lima remaing
behind bams. Another critic, Senator An-
tonio Trillanes is harngsed contimally,

w " TumtoAs
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Vote...

From

Duterte’s meh aré moving beaven and earth

to alzo put him injgil. '
Without freedom of the press and fres

eapressien, democeacy will die, We wili be

. Hke rohots or servania wio will follow and

believe whateveristoldus, :
Our human rights are sacred, They dig-
nify cur humanity. However, our Consti-
tutionalty ?uamntﬂnd tights are helng con-
sistenitly disrsépected and eroded, Women

- are aniected to blalaat misogynist remarks

- from no less than the highast official of fhe
land ahmost on a deily basis. This president
s singio-handedly destroying the gains
achieved by Filipfino waimen thraugh hard
wotk For many decades.
Moreover, human tights defendérs and
advocates are vitifled by this administration

In an atlempt to intimidate them inie silence. -

We need government officials who wilt

' champion our, people’s rights, We need pro-
ressives who wil  fighit with the womenin
‘the protection of our'rights. '

Ehtlippine economy has signi fleantly de-
tetiorated. Capital flkghit is reat, Oyr forelgn
debt has baflooned significantly. The valge
of thé peso continues to go down, and infla-
thon rales remain high, The paor conilaue
ko be poor, and many of thods T the middis
clasy complain of the igh cost of living,

- The Fllipinog® quelity of lifs is not im-
proving. With the impending implements-
tion of TRAIN 2, It 14 hard to be economi-
cally optimistic thly year. . .. :

We need to pul in position prople whe

“will satlously lock after the people’s wel-
fare and wotk fo put In policles that will  wo : {
S " Vot for the Filipine people. Vote: Philip. |

help improve our lves,

tuch rests on the choicas that the Fipine
electorale will make come’ the ‘midberm
electivns, If people want o retafn our
deinocratic gains, restore faith in our justics

3%

systemandihe pali:;e,pmtectﬁurmvemignl}f,

respect hiurnan xights, particulaly womeh's |

rights, imgrove our quality of lifs, and
ovezall changs the Gountry’s course, we need
tobe yery carefil in who'to Vate for,,

The coming-elections is an opportnity
for the peopls to strongly assert our povecr
£ dizect our countiy,

The Benate Is particulatly ifpartant be-
celse it iz the bu:fv that caiy possitly thwart
the threat of Charter Changs, opposs re-
pressive policies, protect our | ndarandanuu
and soverelgnly, promote kumen righte, and
Put In place Iaws that will fook after peo-
ple’s weltars,. : .

We need principled and progréssiyo senas
tors who knoiv and are capable of doing the
work. We néed to make the right chelces.

pines.

@bethangsioro on Twitter Hlizabetl
Angsioes on Facebook
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WE WELCOME the Supreme Court’s

rejection of bids to-atop the conduct of

the plebigecite on the Bangsamoro Or-
ganic: Law in the Muslim ‘Mindanao
tegions as scheduled th15 ::nmmg Jan.
21 and Feb. &.

Quickly fullowing thu ANNOURCE-
ment, lawmekers from opposing camps
lauded the high court's disposition as
it finally paves the way fir the BOL's
likely zatificatlon. They eohoed in uni-
son the sentiments of my fellow Mind-
anacans,

Unfortunately, certain quarturs like

. the Philippine Constitution Assoclation.

just cannot appreciate thet political ex-
ercise meens the world to most Mind-
aneoans, both huslinie and Christians.

The Supreme Court's wise Justices

. apparently know belter than to allow -

the elusive chance for peace and pros-
petity for the Promised Land to slip

i g s

away again,
The BOL aims to establish a more

'm-::aningfh! rogional avtonomy, and

shiall replace the oxisting Autonomons '
Region in Muslim Mindanao adminis- -
tralion.

If upproved by the majerlty of glec-

torate nnd imiplemented aventually, the
"BOL shall be the key to g lasting peace

and progress not only for the Muslim -
arcas but for the entlre Mindanpo,

What the previous administration.
had-failed to accomplish would finally .
be realized with a more realistic snd
relevant enabling law.

In fact, the success of Bangsam
oro Autonomous Region of Muslin,
Mindanaa shall bode well for federal- |
lsm movement throughout thy nation,

It follows fhat the BARMM miay be s
preoursor for the country's ghift to tho
fedoral system of govermment, whero
the country's regional governments
would have g similar avtonanty 1o more
effectively deliver servlees to fladr ro-
spective constituents.

The Supreme Cowrts graen light for
the BOL plebiscite iz a go-slgual Lo-
wand ganuine changs.
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Pulis at sundalo, bawal

1 -tomoma sa publiko

PINAG-UTOS nl Prasldent Dutsrte na-bawal
uminom ng atak sa publlke ‘ang mga pulls

ut sundain, |plnanreato niya any mga lalabag-

84 kaulugany Ito. Ayon 62 Kan a,. madatas ang
away karnﬂ nag-linuman sa publikang lugar-ang
rga pulle at sundalo, Kepag nalizaing na umano
ang mpa lto ay mapbabarllan. Mezon panf nag-
aagawan sa mikropono képag nagka-karacke.
Hirdl reaw mailwasan ang pagkakapulo kapag
nag-Inuman gq-pampubllkong lugar kaya ma-
hlgpit nlysng pleag-uutes na ipaghawal 2ng ganl-

torg prakiin. . .
I?aﬁatwa ang pag-uutos na lto, Matagal nang

Ipinagbakawal sa mga miysmbro ng Eu!la at
mikitary ang pag-Inom aa mga pamau Hkenp
lugar kaya dapat pa bang wlit-ulitin (o, laa.pg,
alam naman ng puils at gundalo na ang kanllang
propesyon ay tagapagiupad ng baias Kaya alam

nlla ea elmula-pa ne ang pag-nom as publiko ay”

bawal.. Keliangan pa bang ulltin lto?
Pagkamangﬁlrag-ulns nl Duterte na hewal
umlinem ea pubtke ang pulls at aundale, agad

gumawa ng guldelines ang Fhlllpﬂ!na Hatlonal |

Polica at Armad Forces of the Philippines para
ipalupad ang kautusan ng Preeidents, lbly sabl-
hin, maskl ang pamunuan ng PNP at AFP ay
‘wata ring alam uko! dito seprgkat kalangan pa
nHang gumawa ny tuntunin kung peanc lpasu-
sunod sa kanllang tauhan, 'Pnuihlanl; alam nlla
ito pero nagkukunwarl sifang hindi ata

aering gullty sapapkat maaaring umilnoen &lla
mismo aa pubilko.

‘Paunlit-ullt na lang ang ganltong pag-uutos 88

mga taong gobyerno. Kemakallan lang pinag-
uios ni Duterte na huwag magka-cealno ang
e laong gobyerno. Fevo pAAND g8 thalalaman

kung naglalare By taong gohyerno. Meliban

na lang kung ang oplsyal ay kllaTang4ltala gaya |

ngy opleyal ng LTO noch na na-videohang nagls-
laro o caalno. Haghlilw ang LTO ofticlai ¢a-
kll ea prasaure. .

Bawal uminom, kawal magsuga! stiba pa, §ana
malpatupad ito. Hindi sana ninges kugon lang.

m. Atma-

o




By 2028 a world-class Armmy thal is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS
12 JANUARY 2019

4 rebels surrender in SurSur
From the Philippine Information Agency (Jan 11, 2018): 4 rebsls surrender in SurSur

Feur members of the Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army-Terrorist {CNT) have
surrendered to government forees, said an cofficial from the 36th Infantry Battalion {(361B}.

Civil Military Operations Officer Lt. Jonsld Romorose of the 381B bared that one CNT member from
Flatoon 8, Guerilla Front 1%, Northeastern Mindanao Regicnal Party Committee voluntariy
surrendered without firearms to 3618 Commanding Officer Lt. Colonel Xerxes Trinidad on Jan. 1.

The surrenderee was a resident of Barangay Libertad, Butuan City.

Tha other thrae gave themselves up to the 36th IB Advance Command Post based in Barangsy
Magroyong, San Miguel town last Wednesday, Jan, 9. The surrenderers reportedly brought along
with them the two homemade shotgun.

The military did not disclose the identities of the returnees for securlly reasons, adding that ons of
the returneas hefd a high position in the NPA,

LTC Trinfdad, quoting cne of the surrenderers, said the former rebels could no longer stomach tha
axtortion activities that they were forced to de against their fellow impoverighed countrymen and the
promises that were never fuffilled by the organization,

“Wa call on fo the remzining CPP-NFPA terroriat leaders to surrender and return o the folds of the
law. Lay down your arms and surrender, not just for your own sake, but rather, for your own family
and loved cones. Abandon your maligned armed struggle and help the government bring
davalopment and long and lasting peace in our communlty,” he sald.

As surrenderees, the four would be enrolled in the Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integraticn
Program {E-CLIP} of the national government. Under the E-Clip, an MPA surrenderee cen
immeadiataly receive F15,000 cash assistance and P50,000 livelihaod agsistance.

They can also avail of firearms remuneration and housing, livelihgod, and legal assistance amaong
other farms of help from the government.

hitpe:pla.gov.phinewsfarticles!i015946
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Mayor seeks mountain villagers’ support vs. NPAs

Fraom the Philipping News Agency (Jan 11, 2019). Mayor seeks mountain villagers’ support v5.
NPAs

A town mayor in Sultan Kudarat province asked his constituents in the mountaln viltages on Friday
to alert polica authorities about the presence of “new faces” in their communities.

“This is to avold a repeat of the January 7 burning of construction equipment in Barangsy Hinalaan
by communist rebels,” Mayor Ronan Garcia of Kalamansiy, a coastal town of Sultan Kudarat .
province, aaid over a local radio station.

“Report new facas in your sitios as they may ba rabels cut to create troubls in your communities.
Repord right away,” Garcia said in the vernacular.

“Sscurity measures ara in place in partnership with the police, Philippine Marines and local
officials,” Garcia said, adding that those behind the buming of eight heavy equipment in Barangay
Hiralaan on Monday ware not from the area but from asarby towns in Sarangani province.

Following the burning of a grader heavy equipment, cement mixer and dump trucks, the road
constructlon firm, Janmerc Conztruction Corp., decided fo tempararily cease warking on the read

project.

Garcia notad that the incident will have an impact on the development projects in Kalamansig but
insisted it is temporary.

“In due time, the road will be completad,” he said.

Supt. Aldrin Gonzales, speaking for the Police Regionel Cffice 12 (Socceksargen), said the
communist rebels were demanding revolutionary tax from the construction firm but was ignored.

Police estimated the cost of demages to equipment at PHP33 million.

hitp:fhaww pna. gov. phfarticles/ 1058603
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Soldier hurt in clash with rebels in southern Negros
Erum the Philippine News Agency (Jan 11, 2019): Scldier hurt in clash with rebels in southern
agros

A Philippine Army trooper was slightly woundad in a clagh with New People’s Amy (MPA) rebsls,
who attacked a patrcl base of tha 62nd Infaniry Battallon, in Barangay Hilarmonan, Kabankatan City
on Thursday night.

Corpors| Andin Jamison sustained mingr injury an his right thigh.

A report of the 303rd Infantry Brigade said that between ssven and nine rebels fired at the
Hitemaonan Temporary Patrol Base at about 7:45 p.m. and 2n intarmittent firsfight followed, lasting
about 15 minutes.

The rebels then withdrew to the direction of Barangey Buenavista, Himamaylan City, where an NPA
encampment was faund by 82nd Battalion troopers last Janusry 1.

Col. Benedict Arevalo, commander of the 303rd Brigade, zaid in a radio interview that the rebels’
action was a “typical hit-and-run,” and could be In retaliation for seizura of their camp.

He callad on the troops anew to be "more aggressive and vigllant at all timas.”

“} also encourage the civilian populace to continuously suppert the govarnmant forces and report
any NPA aclivities in their area,” Arevalo added.

The 303rd Brigade, based in Murcia, Negros Occidental, can be reached through (958)3202415.

farticlasf 1058831
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NPA rebels torch bus in Zambo Norte town
From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 11, 2018): NPA rebals torch bus In Zambe Norte town

TR

Five gunmen cifaiming to be members of the New Peopte's Army (NPA) have torched a passenger
bus after the owner refused to psy revolutionary texes in Zamboanga dsl Norte, a top official said

Friday.

Chief Supt. Emmanuel Luis Licup, Police Reglonal Office 8 (Zemboanga Peninsufa) director, said
the incident happened in Barangay Pucay, Salug, Zamboanga del Morte at about 8 p.m.
Wedneaday.

Licup said investigation shawad the S5G Liner passenger bus driven by Daonilo Asman Bucan, 48,
was traveling from Salug municipalify to the town of Godod in the same provinge when it was

waylaid by five unidentified gunmen.

He said the rebels ordered Bucen and his ihres crewmen - identified as Leo Lomondaya, 28;
Nelson Ambahang, 28; and, Celso Ambahang, 33 -- to come down from the bus, and that they

introducad themsslvas as NFPA rebels,

He said Bucan reported that the rebels told him, "You are always passing without paying,” while
pouring a gallon of gascline and torching the hus.

The bus was loaded with fartilizer, feeds, sardings, soft drinks, driad fish, hollow blocks, sacks of
rice and corn and seven containars of gasoline at the time of the incident.

Licup said the estimated loss to property was placed st PHP420,000.
He said the NPA rebels fired a shot into the air before fleging towards Godaod.

hifpfwaviv. pna.qov. phiaricles/ 1058647
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Mining company debunks NPA claim of burning equipment

" From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 11, 20189): Mining company debunks NPA clalm of buming

equiprment

The Pillpinas Eco-Friendiy Mining Corporafion (PEFMC) has refusad to believe the New People’s
Army (NPA) was responsgible for the recent destruction of their PHP120-million worth of heavy
equipment,

Joel QObar, the legal counsel of PEFMC, said Thursday the way it was carried out was unusual
because his client Mark Yu, wic owns the company, did not receive any letter from the communist
group warning him of any incident,

Obar said that burning is usually done when the communist rebels ask for revclutionary tax, so the
company cancels the possibliily that the NPA did it.

He surmised it coulti be the work of ordinary criminal elements disguising as NPA rebels for a fes,
or purely businags rivalry ss he said there is some friction between those involved in small- and
large-scale mining in the municipality.

“Sana ftong mga lawo (hopefully, these pecple} whe claimed they are concerned for MNegros
Oriental should think twice bacause thls 18 not doing the province any good. It destroys the name of
the province and the tourism industry and is not goed for the ecenomy of Ayungon, and s the
people will get poor,” he sald.

Obar added that if those responsible are concerned for Negros Criental they should stop such kind
of activity.

He specutatad that the burning was dene "because of a business rivalry™.

Obar, howsavar, refused (o name names, hoping the incident will not escalate in the future or even
during the elaction.

A gtatemant issued purportedly by the NPA in Negros earlier claimed responsibllity for the buriing
incident last January 1 in Barangay Jandalamanon, Ayungon, saying the mining activity in the area
wasg destroying the environment.

The Philippine National Police in the prevince also alleged that it was tha NPA, the armed wing of
the Communist Pary of the Philippines, which was responsible for the incident.

hifp: /i pha.gov ohfaticles 1052659
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Suspected bombers arrested
From the Daily Tribune {(Jan 11, 2019): Suspected bombers arrested

Sudai Asmad (right) and Jeran Aba. {(NCRPO photo)

The Natlonal Capital Ragion Pollce Office announcad Friday the arrest of two suspected ferrorists
plotting fo bomi Metro Manila and raise funds for the attack.

Sen, al.a. Abu Nas or Sugud and Jul a.k.a Sudais Asmad y Sall, and Jaran Aba y Sangcopan
were separately arested an 20 and 25 December, according fo the NCRPO.

Bath ars allagedly members of the Daulah Islamiyah.

Aba was in Metro Manila to allegedly conduct bombings while Azsmad was ta solicit financial suppart
from sympainizers, the NCRPO said.

hitp:/itribune. net.phfindsx. php/201 90141 1/suspected-bombers-arrasted!
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Don’t support rebels, officials warned
From the Visayan Daily Star {Jan 11, 2019): Don't support rebels, officials warnad

Local chiaf executives are being warned against giving material and political support to left-wing
rebel groups.

The warning of Interior and Lacal Government Secretary Eduardo Afio te local govemment
execulives was contained in Memorandum Clreutar No, 2018-211, a copy of which was sent to fhe
303rd Infantry Brigade, that mandates regional, provinglal, city and municips! peace and order
councils to apply moral suasion to, or recommend sanctions against LCEs who are giving material
and politica! support to communist rebels.

Col. Benedict Arevalo, 303rd Infantry Brigade commander, yesterday described i as a “welcoms
devetopment”, adding it would boost their efforts against those government officials, who are
directly, or indirectly supporting the communfst terrorist organization in Negros.

Sactlion 4 of RA 10188, giherwise known &s the terrarism financing prevention and suppression act
of 2012, states that “any person, wha directly or indirectly provides funds or financtal services to
facilitate the commigston of any terrorist act by a terrorist organization, or by an individual terroriat,
shall suffar a maximum of period of reclusion perpetua and a fine not less then P1 million," Aflo,
who used fo be tha Armed Forcas of the Philippines chisf of siaff, sald.

Any person who organizes or direct others to commit financing of tarrorism will alse be guilty of
similar offanse and penalty, he addad.

Ao added that the legal provision further reinforced by the pronouncement of President Rodrigo
Duterte that lacal chisf executives should not give any ald to the rebel groups, as [t would only
result to much distress and embarrassment, even losing power over the pollce.

Following the encounter betwaen cormmunist rebels and 79ih Infaniry Battalion iroopers November
last year In Brgy. Washington, Escalante City, Negros Occidental, residents in the area rged those
supporting e NPA to stop from dolng so, to avoid putting their families in harm's way whenever

armed encounters happen, Aravalo said.

The residants expressed their intent as weil to pass a resolulion, fo be approved by the mayor, for
the city government to stop providing funds and material support to leftlst organizations supporting
the NPA, Aravale said.

Even bafore the issuance of memorandum order by DILG, Arevalo said that they have been
raquesting some govarnment officlals, suspected to ke alding communist rebels, to stop such ilegal

acls.

He added that Aflo may have been aware that there are some local chief executives supporting the
CPP-NPA, that prompted him to remind peace and order councils to recommend sanctions against

those who are daing I,

hitp: e visayandaliystar.com/2018/January/11 Aopstory2.him
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