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SAN PASCUAL, BATANGAS—
_ Asingle-story house stands in the -

middle of a ncwiy built conciete .

“road at Barangdy Bayananin this
town, aii agldity that speaks vol-
umes about plaining for an in-
frastructure. project” funided. by
the national government, ’

Construction workers ovey

the last two years had to literal-
ly skip the Brucals’ restdence in
the middle of the highway, leav-
ing the house to- stand-on a
mound abgut 3 meters dbove
the paved road.

“Wa just had- the. 'hqu',e built. :

last yeat,” Victoria Brucal said

as she and-her young daughter '

- hurried. out of their home, its

walls still unpainted for anoth-

ar. meetmg with the govern-
‘ment on a Thur sday-afternoon.
She sald her famity was hav-

ing prablems selling the house

to the govérnment.as they had

only tax declarations te prove .

. ownership of the property.

The goveriiment bad offered -
them .P710,393.34, but this was -
oniy for the house, They were not

offered anything for the land,

which is about 100 square meters.

~ Compensation

Under Republic :Act. Noi.

10752, or the Right-of-Way Act,
the govertient may-take pri-
vate real property for 11at10nal

government infrastiucture pro-
- jects -after paying the Ownms';
t theappratsedvaiue. B
"~ - Section 2 of the law states

that the government must ensuze

owners Yare promptly: paid. just
compensation for. the expedi- -

“tious acquisition of the requlred
nght of way for the projects,”.

‘But requirements (o claim

compensation incluce land titles

or, ln'the. case of lmlJereCL titles .

T

.=suc_11-as'the B’rut_:als’; -at.lf__,-a'st' 30
‘yeais of “contintous, peacefut

possession” of the property.
.Several other restdents also

only Hdve tax declarations to pre-

" seht, said a 65-year-old landown-

er, who asked notto be named. -
© Luckily, thelandowner onty
had a couple of banaba trees to

Jlose when the road ate up 2,000

sq m of her- property; but she
had not been paid yet: even for

- those trees.

“We gave them the perrmt to
enter but told them not to touch
any of the structures until we
get paid,” sald another property
owner, Juling Espiritu, 69.

Three of her relatives’ hous-

. es wolild have to be torn down,

eventually.

Y Two roads _
In 2017. the, Department of -
Publlc Works "and -Highways.

{DPWH). started the construc-

tion: of at least two major roads '

"in Batangas—the 9:69-kilome-
.ter Bauan-San . Pascudl-Batan-

gas City bypass ahd diversion:
road -and the ‘1i-km Lipa City- :
Padve Garcia Diversion Road,

_ The projects were .p_rop_osed :

. by Deputy Speaker Raneo Abu

- and Sen. Ralph Recto, respec-
tively. Abu represents the sec-
~ond district of Batangas, while
Recta; a former Batangas repre- -

sentative, is the husband of Lipa
City Rep. Vilma Santos-Recto,
The. DPWH' said over 5o per-
cent of the projects had been
cqmp[eted and some portlom

were a]reacly passable to.pickup -

trucks or sport utility vehicles,
"To this day, howeéver, not a
sifigle’ latdowner had received

N compensatmn.

At Lipa's Barahgay Talisay,
the DPWH had completed the'
first. +-km segment of the con-
crete road but stopped construc-
tion rightt before the approach to



! we gaVe them C renenad
) -the permit to enter

but told them not

_ to touch any of the

structures until
we get pald

Juling i:a’;’pii&it’u-

Property owner

'Jubilant Homes, a 10- year—old
Jow-cost private subdivision,
leaving a long stretch of dirt road. -
- “We've already spent.more
‘than P300,000 [to have theland .
titles fiked and comply with

DPWH requitements]  but

- haven'treceived.a single- centa-
-yo'{from the government],“ said.
© resident - Marcelino Labo, - 59,

whose family owned two' prop-.
erties {covering a total of 4,000

_squm) in Talisay. -

 According to the DPWH
the Lipa-Padre Garcia toad will

follow an existing village road
and’ steer clear of Jubilant

Homes, a commumty with

.delayin both: projécts

‘pipeline - ‘shnce
DPWH*optecl to pn-

the Llp&-PaclreGarma ojeet,”

He:saitt-the DPWH hiad paid.

E 'a few of the:claimants, includ- -
.~ lng paying: about P million to: -
'I'one landowner; but only for the -
-+ cleared: out crops anditrees,

appralsm
-cause of

- Under the’ law, only: govern-

. ment financial institationis: or .

- gentral bank~accred1tqd apprais-

‘ersdreallowedto assessproper-.
' ty for right of vny dcquisnmn

llevlew of the law _
Gon?aies said it-was only In
November-2018 that the DPWH
found an independent. appy als-

. er—after efforls to contract
- Land Baik of the' Phlllppmes or
-Luzon Development Bank failed: .
‘and three’ unsuccessful bids for-

a private appraiser—for the
Bauan-San Pasc_ual-Batangas

- City project. -

The' DPWH isstili Icakmg for
an appraiser for. the: Lipa City-
Padre Gar¢ia project, he said.

" "Ours is only.an oversight:
function, And we see that what
really hampered [the project]
. were the strict provisions fin the
Righl:-of—Way.Act],'fAbtz said.

He sald. he would: initiate a
aev_iew of the law, particutarly -
the -appraisal policies ard how
to compensate owners, includ-
_ing those without property ti-

. thes, o



mander of the: LISS Brémerton;:

‘was fived jn August. follow:
ing-a loss of ‘conifidence
his: ability: ¢
Los-Angeles-c
submarine,
Lap i
‘migsio
- reported,
\The B

.- - The report saidithe incident
;oceurred during the subma-

'_rine’js?pc;f"t..gdll'in’Sub'it:':Bayfon N
March 1, Zettel was reportedly

séen with 10 “provocatively

diessed’ females-outside the
front door of (his) hotel” at -
dinviertime of that day, aceord- -
to.a tipster interviewed-
by’ the Naval Criminal In-

vestigative Service (NCIS)

ommand the:.
lags fast attack -
‘whichis riow tied:’
n, Bremerton for decom: |
ioning,” the Kitsap Sun

*  The. Breméerton; Washing-.
ton-based daily-said it-based .
its, report on- documents re- -
- ceived through-a Freedom of:
* Information.Act request. - .-

ents-over the Department
Defense Inspector General's
hotline. . .
" The report added that Zet- -
tel fold the tipstevand another
“satlor that he had “requested/ -
ordered 10, girls to-arjve at
‘the hotel” Another sailor,.dc-
cording o tlie hewspapes, told
. _investigators.he saw “Zettel |
“walkingaround:and talkingto -
other sailors in his conimand
with-three local fernales hold-
-"“In 'May, almogt a month. .
 after the vessel arrived in
' Bremerton. for decommis-
sioning, the NCIS latinched a
“criminal probeand confronted
" Zettel with the allegations, the
Kifsap Sunveportsaid,
. Zettel;.a Puyallup, Wash-
ington: native commissioned
411998 and. fivst sexrved on
“board the USS: Salt Lake City
o ' Turnto Pays 8

._'a
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A former Phl]lppme Navy chief

has sounded thie alari over sg- -
curlty and strategic implicatmns -~
: -of a Chinese company. takmg' '
over a local unit of Hanjin Heavy.

* Industries ‘and . Construction

Corp., wilich operates a com-’
mercial shipyaid on Subic B1y in- B

_Zambales province;

" “Let's’ he ‘awate that ths!

Hanjin shipyard issue is not

just about business, financial | -

and other economic issues.
" This'is a very sugmflcant na-
_tional security issuel” Vice

Adm, Alexander Pama saidina

.-Facebook post on Saturday. -
“Two Chinese
were reported 1o be interasted

Cin takmg over Hanfin Philip-
‘pines, which declared banktupt-

cy last week after. defaulte(l on

$412 million in. loans ._Lo Philip-

. pine ‘bankg, The -amount is on

fop of its $ooo-million debt to
South Korean créditors:

“Phe ... Hanjin shipyard in

- Siibic Bay wlll give the owners .

unlimited access to one of our

most strategic geographic vaval

and-maritime assats,” Painasaicl.
... Para served as Navy chief
- “from 2011 {0-2012, ata timie when
the - Philippines - was strongly

. criticat .of | China's

. '-.clalms inthe South Clune Sea

China access

Subic Bay, where there was a _

-8 :naval-base until- 1992, lies
about 260 kilometers from the
Chinese-occupied Panatag (Scar-
horoughy) Shoal in' the West
Philippine Sea, waters within the
Philippines” exclusive econemic

" zone in the South China Séa. Itis
also the safest and nearest port

 CHINA'S SHIPYA

companies

-inassive:

- aver

Alexander Pama -

'.l

faclng the disputed watezway

‘When the Amertcans left; the
.ment and .the business.sector

£0 look info the. pO‘iSiblllty of
acquiring the’ shlpyald '

naval base was transformed-into. -
an industrlal hub, Navql shlp of

fmeign countnes, includmg the ; a
United- ‘States, _make port’ cal!s; )

there from tlme foiime..

The higgest Phihppme Navy__
- ships alsp take shelteraLSublc '
.~ Pama expressed cuncem_
“that if China would gain access .

to the shipyard, it’ could latel
serve different putposes.
" “Chinese Coast Guard: bmts

- patrolling [Pancltag} may test, do
repairs and get’ prov:smns at.

Sublc, he told Inquirer.et.

"We're scramblmg to-take -
toutwl of [islets], but we ate
giving [away] the ahipyald dt
Subic,” he addeéd.

One of the two Chmese
mmpames interested in taking
the shipyard “is - state-
owned, Any of them can pay off
the debts of Hanfin Philippines.

. The shipyard’s declaration of
bankruptcy is the biggest corpo-
rate default in the Philippines, -

Hanjin Philippines, which -

employs 23,000 workers, has

_ tola»-—Rlzal Comimercial Bank.
“ing. Corp., Land Bank of the

“five * blggest icredis

Phillppmes. Metropolitan Bank
.and- Trust-Co,,” Bank of the
Philippine Islands and Banco -
. de Oro.Univetsal’ Bank—have _
agreed- {10 temporarlly take -
“control of the company.. '
They are not seizing collat-
_ eral ahead of othef creditors so .
. a8 10t 10 jeopardize efforts 1o
relmbilitate it .

'_ Patriuts needed
_Pama ‘urged -the’ govern- -

_ "Let us all be: aware -and
-wary of the” seriotis seturity
anct other stmteglc implica-
“tlons of this i¥sue. 1 urge our
pat_rietlc bu_smes_s‘ contmuiity
- antl‘the governmment not to al-
1o Hanjin Shipyard to fatkinto
tlle wrornig hands, hesaid,
“The thieat to national secu-
rity-was  also raised by those -
against Chinese Investments in
the national power grid and in’
the telecoriminication compa- -

* ny that would compete against

‘Philippine Long. Dlstance Tele- .
" plione Co, arid Globe. | '
‘A member of the consor-
tiom that owns National Grid .
Corp. of the Philippines is State

Grid Corp. of China,

" State-owned China Telecom
is-a-partner of Mislatel, the Fil-

" iping company the government -

chose recently to help break the
telecom duopoly in the country.
~FRANCES MANGOSING - ING)
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f6,[)00 people yesterday
_ Jomed n':mtet'fait ;

) -candldates of the oppomtlon
~werepresent. They were Sen.
- Paolo Benigno Aquine IV, Mag-

" delo party-list Rep. Gary Alejano,
. upin the coming months, -

~lawyers Jose Manuel Diokno .
* and. Liorenzo Tanada IIT and-civic.
leadex: Samira:Gutoc, * o

- Powrer presidential communi- -
. cations assistant secretary Mocha .

. Uson, who s running for-a seat
in Congress.as represeritative of
© AA-Kasosyo patty-list, and for--

‘met police senijor superintendent .

- .Cesar Mancao;. candidate of May-
- Pagrasa party:list, we1e also in
attendance :

*The candidates. ]omed other
_ représentatives from the gov--
{ ernanent and prwate sectorsin
- calling for peacefuland honest
elections..

“Mahnlaga ::t__nmgmrda nanagsn.

asanin. yung iba-ibang institation

such as the PNF, AR, Comelac -

and the candidates to pish for -

- péaceful electlons,” Aqumo told
reporters B _

el

- 'palgn, mabtbig an ng-oras.ak-

He admitted they are facm _
an uphiill battle being part of the

-opposition, Buthe:ex oressed

confidence they could still catch

' ”B'efore the:start-of the:

sawing g gakasama sn’ Otso

" Diretso,”: Aquino:said, mfermng
: .to the opposition: slate.”

-+ The other membeys of the sen-
atornl slate are’former interior
chief Manuel Roxas 11, élection

* lawyerRomule Macalintal and
‘former sohcn;_m general Floun

Hilbay.
The candldates rec:ted and

signed an Integrity Pledge, the

highlight of the activity where .-
they plomlsed to abide by the
country’s laws; respect.the
sanctity of the electoral exercise

“and shun any form of violence,

“PNP chief Director General -
Oscar Albayalde, in.a speech

. read by Director Rolando Felix.

of the Directorate. for Integrated

G

, .Police Operatlons for Vlsayas,
called for the cooperation of alt
- participants to.ensuye peaceful
¢ elections.

' -]0111 ‘everyone to

- and-strengthen our péace efforts.

- duiring the entite election: perlod
... ‘Byeryonehas a:wvital role in this

- effort,” Albayalde said. '

"] take this: opfortumly to en-
welp us sustain -

Whlle thete will-always be -
evil elements.out to.sow-fear.and
violence, the PNP chief said he is
confidenta united country will

thwart any-a 1ttempt to disrupt

the polls.
“As long as we rémath -

: v1g1laut these'evil forces will

it pwsper in perpetratlng the:r !

_ ﬂCthtIEb, ‘e said,

“National Capital Region -

: Pollce Office chisf Director -
‘Guillermo Eleazar said there

were no-untowaid incidents in
Metto Manila.on the fixst day of
the election:peiiod, except foi a
tiicycle:driver who was arrested
at-a checkpoint in Manila for al-
leged shabu possession.

P L




U MATIONE LRADING NEWSPAPER e

he Phtllppme Natmnal Poliee
"(PNP.)s ek

'pcaceful and hongst, polls AT
In Metw Mamla,.around 8, 000 mdl—

. _'Ciiy aiid uiltan:Dumalondong (Lianao

Intex-'faith'-Rally;:'='and eace :G_o_vénaiit--._
‘Signitig for thie 2019 Midterm Blections” - p
fwm Quezon Cli,y Hall to the: Queznn L

L Uﬁé'ty (Maig pumdanao)

in by 1ep1esentatives from the PNP' ayalde bald 18 ¢l "ctich watchllst

*Armeid Forces of the Piiilippiries. (AI‘P), o areas’ {LWASJ 1‘emzun' undet striet-

:=Q0mmis§;on on_Electmn_s (Comelec), - - Lonitoung Pall:y ~ligt: Ihepl esentatlve Rodel Bato

Oriertali; E [adj l‘rlt]h‘l matlAJul Lan- .
- tawaly and'li‘lpu'npo( asilan); Mavawi -

) cah Jast Decembel

- Meanwhile, Natmnal Capltal Re-. ..
. gion Police Office Director Guillermo
 Eloazay said the teamwork of all:stake”

holders is needed for'the, success of the”

midterm elections onMay £3:

. “The: coming Llections symboli,'ae;.
-Lhe u{,hL of every Filipinos to chouse_
.the leaders-and-our united piayer is-

_one way. of informing the puble that

wearg, umted in.our endeavor to guard

againgt mdmdualswlm plan tostainand
(defraud. the 1}0]!3,” Eleazar ;,aul dui mg

‘the unity walk. -
Eleazar also 1emmdetl the public

that the Comelee gun han has officially
started Sunday along with {he Llectmn .

peviod. It will end on June 12, he sald

Ay afflc at the Que?on Merhiorial

_ Citels: was almost m standstil bemuse_
=.of the unity walk. -~ C .
* Personnel from Lhe Comelea, De-

paitment of the Interior and Local

~ -Government (DILG, National Police
Cominigsion (N'lpulcom) Department -
" of Justice (DOJY and the Departmerit

of Education (Deplid) were among the

best repir eqented gnvernmenl. agencles-
inthe event.

-Officers from lhe Quemn P1ty Pollce

-' Dlstrmt (QCPDYwere on-hamd as eatly
4s 2 a.m, to ensure the safe_.ty of the

participants in the event,’

- Théportion ofl“ll:ptmal Road from
Tiast Ave. to I{alaya‘m Ave.was closed to
traffic at 5 a.m. (With Chito A, (‘h'we?)

i

bex‘waws, Alhayalde sald

i Albay is being con--

_ sidered 10! be placed under Comelec
control aftiar the Lilling of Ako Bicol
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The FManila Thmes

:-OFl‘iClALS of the (‘omu
“sion on ‘Blections (Comelec),
 the -Philippine National Polie
 -(DNP);-the- nuhmy and-¢a

dates-in this year s-.polls field:
‘danity walks-and’ prayer. rqlhes
Anvarigus 1re1s and sjgu

" ICOVENANT FROM A

| Comeiec

3 1cung dueclor, said ‘the events
- were organized by the Comelec,
the PNP and Armed ]orces of the

Phll:ppmes The event in Bulacan .

* was joinecthy 500 police pemgmlel
I‘he unlly W'!l]( elarted al 4’; 0.40

such as the Department of Inte-
rior and’ Local Gaverintient, Depau—

‘ment of. anmnment ands Natunl---

Resources, Department of Pub
Worksand Highways, National Palice

Commission; National Bureau of: -

Investigation, Bureau of Fire: l‘rotec-':__' _
" tion, Bilteaut of fail’ and Mamgement"-.

and Penology, and € ‘ommlss:on on -

Higher Education.

“Members of non-governinerit
organizations and Darangay (village)
officials also took part in‘the events.

Only a few aspirants in the May

midterm polls, however, lurned-up. -
forthe signing of the peace covenant. - .
- party-list, fonnerD[lC 3¢

“II'he prayer rally was led by Msgr.
Pablo Legasp, pastor John Pangilinan
and Ustag Gamor from the Mustim
commumly

“Temie Lambino, (mnelec reglonal

: dlrector, said the events symbo]wed
democracy anda better community
where:they want:to showcase honest,
orderly and fair “elections.

Af least 6,000 people joined the

events in Quezon City, Aside from .
Comelec, police and.iilitary of =

ficials, representatives of the Public
. Attorney's Office, the Department of

Coronel sat(l delegqtes.-and.mher' :
stakeholders” from- Région 3 came..
,from various governiment agencies .

Sunifay. PHOTO BY RUY mAlTINEZ.

_theInterior and Focal Govemmem,
and the National Citizens’ Move-
- ment for Free Elections (Namfrel)

weye also present.
Among the politiciaii$ seei ity the
eventwere Sen, l’aolo Bemgno Aquine

Alunan 3vd, women's rights. 2
Samita Al Gutoc-Tomawis- human
ﬁghts:lawyef_’:’: lgrenm'fhﬁ_ada_ard and

tor of the Quezon Clty Pohqe

frong oflhe Quezon Cltyl lall 11 4am.

(QCPD), said the groups assembled in %

I liis speech, Metro Manila Police
Director Guillermo eazar said the

tothreat groups altempting to- dtsmpt
the elections. -
“We are united as one guardmg

- the peaceftitness and maintaining

the cleanliness of this year"s polls,”
Eleazar said.
In Marawi, candldates for. elecuve

pos:thns _in Lanao del Sur vowed to
make the May 2019 elections peacefus]

and credible as they joined the unity
walle and prayer rally.
" Lanao. del Sur Police Provin-
cial Office Director Police Senior
Supt. Madzgani Mukaram said 400 -
politicians and members of varigus
groups participated in the event. .
He said .the candidates signed .
a'peace covenant titted "Integrity
 Pledge,” where they vowed to ensure
fiee, orderly, honest, peaceful and

unity walk shotild setve as a wamning

' hzcle, unle$ thereisa reasonablegro

Itl'edll)fe electtons

<Col; Romeo Brawner'Ji; Phllip

. pineArny 103rd Brigade commander
. ._based.in:Kampo Ranao, challenged

| candidates to keep. the- upcommg
" 'elecmral exercnse peaceﬁll

: Preparatlons

']ameslhnenezsaldpollofﬁclalswere :
-s¢heduled. to"visit on"Monday the -
‘facitities of the National Printing of.

fice (NPO} to'see its readiness for the

- printing of bailots.

Jinenez said the printing nachines

 of the NPO can churn out 800,000

ballotsaday. §
“At this point, we see no problem .

' maetmg our tlmeline,” hé added

ove;seas:voters R
Diaring-the. 20 ecti'o_ns,i. 85
embassies and consulates were des-

gnated as’ polling, centers. Oveseas

voters are only.allowed to-vote for

‘national candidates such as presiderit,

vice president and senators, .
Jimencz also reminded police and

“military persoiniel manning Comelec
- checkpoinits-around the.country that

the “plain view dottrlne or-"v.iiﬁs'ti'al’-;lj

-inspection is in effect:.*

Hesaid checkpolnts mustbelomted '
in welllit areas and mianmed-by. uni-

‘formed personnel of e NP or AR,

Under Comelec Resolution: 10468'
“potice or iilitary personmiel skioiitd ot

compel miotorists to step ot of theit.ve-

und.
FREDERICK SILVERIO;.

WILLIm'B. DEPASUPHL,:
DEMPSEY REYES AND

MASIDING NOOR YAHYA
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’ SOME: 4 OOU people or S_u
unity walk and prayers
“anil peaceful clectionsthis ¥
g tmn period officially.operied. -

Govcmmcnt worke:
teachers ‘and studcnts,

“ AL 4 am; the dtiendee togethe wnh_%
-.electoral candldates, ‘walked fromy ‘the |
- Quezon City’ Ha]l 1o the Quemn Clty Mc-

'morial Citcle.

o0 After the walk “the pecpie gaﬂlered m'
ﬁnnt of ‘the grandstaml where different -
- -rehgtous feaders intercéded for, uml}r and

peace during he' mid-térm polls inMay.

* In his specch, Nationat Capital Region:
~ Police Office’ chief, Dircctor Guillermo -
: “éniphasizes. the -
. “imiportance of teamwork’ of different -
*commissions; gMups, omanizations and

" candidates Patzomwde ie-ach]eve f‘ah and B

Eleazar said the aclw:"

- peaceﬁll clections,

"Let oS oﬁu the pe.\cefu[ s:mnng uf :

ﬁ.’exf prtge

ally to dall for safe’
i ag the elcc j

metnbers: of 1 fion-
_gevemment * oigaiiizations;. soldiers * aid -
- candidates joined ‘the IntersFaith Prayer’
“Raly and Peace Covenait. S1gnmg ior the

Meeriiler

& *a.ndi M‘*& page: A1

fuir,” said Marcos, who is running for
senatur nnder tha Nacsonahsta Party
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g teapike kabagon sa pagmartsa
g Hnatayang 6,000 . eshidyale,
miga indibidwal nidla ga tha't ibdng
abensiyang pamahalaan atiba panp
gruepo para sa Unity Walk, lider-Faiily
Trayer Rally sa Quezon City Memnri.tl

Circle para. Ipaniaivagan ang inaayos,

mapayapa, at h’lp’li‘ i halolan sa)
Mﬂyo :
lulbxhng, ang mb'l huimn muln 0
Corpmission on Hlechions, Dopaviment
o tha: Interfor and Local G overiiment
{(DILG), National Police Commission
{Napsolcom), Departinent of fustice (o)) -
al Depariment of Bdueation {Deplid)
sa mpa ahensiya ng pamolafaan na -
may pinakamaraming kinatawan sa

.__mmialm;,.\m-,q 1y nakabantay 1z ai
i Ol

]Jakoug

_'Jr, ang; m;,a motoristi sa bﬂ_ hagl iig .
“Quieron Memoilal Checle L‘mgnav LI
_;ulm»yun sawmaga..

Dakong 460 ngaima zit nang,

magsidalinganang imga Kalhok,

Isimina dnllr isang balagi g
Blliplival Road, ovala Hast Ave,

‘hangpaug Kalysan Ave dakong5:00
. g amaga,

- Naglipyn- l;pnnangr gl Kalahoksa

.umly walk sa a[
_Hﬂ" pﬂrt:kuf_m 5it bunl\m Gardlén'sa |

énla&i(gCNI paraga
- rally atpaglalagdung)
“s Lisvasang . Aurora;

- pacdangat ka 1 Phil
“National Police Cliief, Ditector G
- Oscar ‘Abavalle; A

“on Electlong Chaican; Shociff Abag:

~bikany s:mhu!igp kdpdyﬂpdml at

g Quemn o ily

kang. saniv]
anaghing

nigtalimpati e

the Philipplnes Cliiek:
Bergamin R Madrigal Jr; sninission

Nagtapos  ang “aklibidad "sa
Eng,papaltpad i1 mga puling kalapati

pagkakaisa




i

K BULLETIN "

FUE KARHON'G &m HEWBFAFER

' /] January 20'19 MAH]L

‘potity’
«couniyy

ity measmes..
o'ba implementing a
to deny- criminal

clido suspenision: of 'th i
' ed fire g outmde_-

s, DECAME: contlovetslal following social ’
media posts’ that showed policemc

stopped at another LheLprlnt hased " he
Hip-off by ihe policenien who fu st -

L}mckpoint"
Puitana’ smd that motorists:sh
wlldmm their corwindows’ sinee police- TEITRAR 1 ¢
~ menareexpedted o talk tothe motorists :clleelqmmnts seamlesbly'ﬂnll peacefilly . Cu e
to inform Hiem abnuttha Londltctﬂfthb_ igjust to.copperate hutat the sametime - - Hithay, ¢ yoffiger] uluMacalin-
- cheekpoints,. .~ Cheawire-of your lights undu the Taw | tal, and !,Fon.mer House-neputy Speaker _

"Mayha ]ust A lntle (mll duwn of . ani_d-'I_Ju__r_g\_lm f\ Imin 'i‘unacia

] qngsamum -
amber %mha- -

pnlicunan .could' hean' taach nthe;, :

Dupanp. : '
But Durana s'ald thdt tiie pldln vmw 1 ued. . Janual

dochme aldohay cxccpﬂonq . 'byt‘neI*NPlearlership,polieeeo m_aml igay

. 4T oy policmncn #eo contraband * -erh areinandated:to-establishat least sector menibers at the nént by Rosario

throwigh the- plain-view- doctring, that's . -one checkpaint in-each.of the: wunt:y'a " Iementary Scliinol cnmpmmd (w}th a

the time thev ¢an cotidaut phiysieal 1600 citles: and: nmnicipah{ies jiveoordi-  yéport from Autlluny Givony .~ SN

o \ \

S
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fed on hig 1%
prwa(ely contm

Cconcetne h[,eﬂcres, as weii 1s lhe" 2
passport comractm .

hfarami-po taligang misa::
mang posibleng mangyari.dahil

dyan (it might lead to alot of had ' S@n'tte ol

tte _
b lomi\fems on ‘hturday smd lhc

' m hreach mdtmtes - serlom




_ I'that thie clal wﬂlher
complete[y and with th est
“‘sense of urgency and prlorlly, '
‘Hontiveros said: L
-:Sen, Gregono Honasan;m ‘st
administration. a[ly, said:; “Every: -l
thing from hereonisa: funcuon of 1
 proactive internal: admimstration\.“_ wo
‘conteol. and secuuty measures, N
legal action” "~ e
- “Fagree with:the SFA (Seeretaryg Gl
of loreign Affalrs Teodoro:Locsin -
'J1), that thé immediate objective’ BE SOLVED BY PRRD s (Premdent :
is to preven t-from happening Rodrlgo Roa- Duterte) DI?A under
again;” s criasan; chairmanof Lo 3|
‘the SenateCommitted on'Defense:.. petrs

' 2 ' .-flOpsy el crooked deal Period "

. Robredo also wants "His:tweet did- not sit well with
:-probe R . somenetizéns,

: C ' o “There you 0. agam blammgj'
Vlce Presuient Mana Leonor "Lenl .others except the curreit admin-
Robredo- on Sunday echoed the istiation,” tweéted @BebleShan;
call of lawmakers to file criminal  “You’ve been in for almost 3
charges against the foreign com-  years. You had alk the chances to

. pany that ran off with personal improveit” ;. -

- sassniotthelders: - socsirise

T se -'should be-filed- against--
*the:fitm becauise they.do not: own ' : |
"thatdata;” Robredo added - = (I Was ﬂmshed) then 1 had them.-

. Defense Secretdry Delfin Loteiwa- - delwered to.myoffice 3. daysafter |
- pinon Sunday satd the passport data ~ with.NO Hassle,” -tweeted Alecks

breach.could be consideréd:a “very:,- Puerta on Sunday. “Wag manisi |

grave security concem,” while Na-. - ayusm o.4ang pmb!ema at hindi:

'tionalSecuntyAdwserHermugenes- : yung #xdomk w, lang (Doui't |

Lsperon In downplayed theisse, . - kee ing and' just solve the

If arue, then-it s a very grave ' #I_dontknow)

serurny concern and-quite alavm

. ing,” “|.ovenzana told:reporters. - -T
borepzana note(l that the pnmal‘y’

what: crookedness eisted. i m the |
: ﬁrst2yearswhen theyarrtve '

- really expect us to-play.the bl

. ”We will get’in toiich withithe s game bythispoint?” /= ™~
DFA to find out the details of this WITH GLEE JALEJ’»

issue and how to mitigate its ill ] ﬁWEMPSEY REVES AND
effect;” the Defense chief noted, % ARICJOHN SY.CUA




By EMMANUEL TUPAS

..... e ey

(DILG) yesterday warnéd loeal

officials against paying "pérmit
to-canipaign:fees" to commus:

‘nist rebels. . .

. Interior Secretary Eduardo.

+Afio hiis issued’ a memoran-
- dum. ¢ircular reminding all

governors; mayors and elector-
al candidates that they could

be held: ltable under Republic

Act 10168 or the Tertorisi Pre-
“vention and Suppression Act. LG d 1 all re

“gional, provingial;city andmu-"
nicipal peace and order coun: .

- “Many- reelectivnists-are in
‘the“heat of campaign’ mood,

il

- whether disereetly oi
T e e v agthe May 2019:mi
.. The Department of the In- tioris neay -
‘terlor and Lotal Governrent { ] :
“permitto carmp

R AL

towin's ngd koinutistang gy

> commuiiist groups-the gov-
ernment considers: terrorists):”

DILG spokesman’ Assistant.
- Secretary Eduaido Malaya said - _
o0 Hions,” Malaya said.

inastatemenit, © -

* The DILG directed all re- - _ ; .
) “forny of extortion: of the- rebel

a1t 18118 gobyernionainga.
- terorista (Justa reminder hot o
‘be duped and-pay ‘permit to-
“-campaign’or. * ermi
. to ‘comnyuris

" de

pori he:New People’s

campaign fees.. .

miand Mot

. datesinexchange for allowing
‘them to. enter and campaign-

freely. in the hinteriands ‘that-

thin their area of opera--

ate wil

. Hedestrlbed: the act as a

to raise funds to fuel their

e MM L

-.campaign to-overthrow the:
5 - government, | - R
o "The DILG is-calling. al)
-of . (focal  government. uhits) and-
med  law --er’i'fprcenient'-ag_en'éieé; 5
\ 8 to-ensure that all candidates |
my; through the payment of - ' ¥ '
e - lowed unhainpered entrance. ;
this scheme, they in’ every LGU. and #o-erisure -
ney -from: candi- o

ahd’political parties ‘are. al-

the peace and.orderin allateas,

including thosé copsidered as

*hotbeds of insurgency, so-thiat |
alt-candidates and’ political”’
: parties are given access to the

electorate during the campaigh,

.-.'_?pel_'_i_dd-.Withbtil;!i_'rit',iinidat_ion':m-; :

- manipulation by‘any group;”
Lesaid. {2 SR
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JILG:

By. J_eanh"él:te_ i.'hndr.ade S
.@jiandradeINQ_'\_____:__i__;

T he Depat tmenf of lhe Interlm
“and Local’ Goverriment {DILG)
: warned of sanctions agam:.t lo--
cal. government executwes and

other candidates. for electwe o

" posts whio paid “per it 1o cam-
paign” fees or provide other
forms of support to commumst
rebels. -

Ina etatement on Sunday,

DILG. spokesperaon Jonathan

 Malaya said a “memorandum

cncu!al had been fssued re-
minding all lm.al officials to

-avoid dhectly or indi_rectl giv-

. rorist group

mg fmanclal'

ment, had long éonsldere é-ter-'

_ 4
Acco1d1ng to Malaya,

_ ARo’s issuance; the act of paying

' permit to, campalgn" or even

was a. v!olation of Republic Act;..'
. No. 10168, or the “Terrorism Fi- -
nancing Prevention and . Sup»-

pression Act of 2012,

5 ':Psoo 00010, Pt m:![mn .
I Tis: memorandum circu-

Ply. moral suasion:or to recom
‘miénd -sanctions against local

Malaya said that the NPA ex-
tortion. scheme -of demanding

‘money from candldates in ex- -
change for them to campaign_

- -Pprovin 'r_:n:y and munlmpa]ﬁ
-_-peace and order councils. to “ap--
based"-
on Interior, Secretay 'Eduardo - ;| _
chief executives who are known
to havé . supported communist_
*.rebelg,” .-

- fleely in -certain areas Was “re- N
Pughant to' the right. [to] suf~'_ -
- frage, not only of candidates, but -
of the mdwidual voters as well S

Dlsqualiftcatlon _
He added, “This practice be--

-cames an . gpportunity . [fon]
' these nonstate actors (NRA): Lom_

ralse funds to fuel theh cam-.

baign.. against the government_. ;

they wish to overthrow.” -- -
The DILG

seek the dlsquallﬁcation of can-
(!ulates bascd on. the
Election Codé.. INQ

spokespersoh ,' _ ;E
'wamed that the DILG could also

wnlbus._ :
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| Paying “permit to"camp_ﬂigni-féés”-to.c'o_fne
“muaist rebels is tantamount-to supporting
bervoism, oo RS
.-~ This was the stern warning of the Depar
~ment. of the: Inferior and Laocal Goverriment-

- (DILG) to all'governors, mayors:and afl o=
" litical: aspiranty divectly; or indivectly giving
- finaneial, matevial, ‘and: political support: tg
" eommunist terrorist relils:as well ‘as-othe

-honsstatesectors, - .
. DILGAssistaritSecigtary and spokesman -
& Jonathan_Mala_;}'!amminded-all_elecbm'al candi-
' .dates;that_mtch;violgtionsw_ﬂl beco'n_s'itlel_‘edas-' _

- fervoristic acts that carry the sl;l_ﬁ‘estsapctit)ﬂ

- as st'ated-_in-._thej'cmstituuon..‘.-',: e
- Hessaid all political aspivanys should ot
. he made 4 tools for-these unlawlul sets ag- -
. s'ert[__n'g-the:.‘-‘p_ragtic:e._lj'eeome:s'a_r'i;‘oppor:t_unif.y
o the'qg_‘.nunﬁst'atﬁ:ac_to_rs'to:'_lfai_;s_é.ffunds to fuel
* thelcampaign against the government they
- wishtooverthraw” . B
- “Becretary Bdustio Ao has issued Memo- .
randum Circular 2018211 renitnding afl loca -
.ch_ief_ex;:culives-a_n_d-_LGU ofticials that giving -~

- any form of support to:communist rebels isa
violation notonly of Execulive Order 733 hut,
Also of RA 10168, he said,. LT e
- “Many re-electionists: are in the-heat of .
“campiign mood, whetherdiscreetlyoropenly,
as thie May2019 midterm eleclionsnear, Paala-
lalang po na huwag inagpaloke at magbayad.
g ‘periit.to campaign’ or ‘permit to witt’ sa
‘mga komunistang grupo na itinuhiring ng.
1 g(jhjiernb_na'-ingaitel‘m'i_'sta (I remind them net
toaccede andpay “permit to campaign towin®
to:communist groups that the government
considers asterrorists),” said Malaya;

- In the said Memorandum Circilai, Afio . nt hal
- proventohave cooperated with said non-stage.

directed all regional, .pmvln_cial,.'cit}_z and-imr-
-hicipal pegce and ordercouncils to apply movat
suasion or.-to'mcpmméud.san‘cﬁons-agaii]st

local chief executivey who are khown to have - | _ ) .
ot Lundertaken against those incumbent local .

- Supported communistrebels, - T

" Saying:that this.practice has lorig been in

- existercein Phitippine politics, Malaya hranded
suich acts agunpatijotic where rebels demand
moneyfrompéljtl'cali:andid'atfgs'inex_changefor
trouble-free campaigh sorties in ttie hinterlands . _

- Accessitothe olectorate dijtin _
- periodwithoutintimidation or'manipulation by
‘anygioup headded. -~ ... - ..

ertoristgroups oparate, v
pitasized the s¢heme 4 clearly-a
iy fon and is repuggnant to the vight
f'su_ﬁl_-qggn_ot-__onlyfq'ftl;{:;ehnd_idatﬁes'b;ﬂ_: ofthe. "
-_intli'vi_élua_l’iv_tjters-a's_.'_Weli;.-__ il
ILG-is calling all LGUs:and Jaw
reemmenitagencies toensite thatafl candi: -
tesand polilcal parties s llowed usham-
peredentranceinevery LGUand o enswre thie
reace and.ordey i all-aveas; inélitding those
considei d:as hotbeds.of insurgency, s that
all candidates and political pacties are givén
g the canipaign

* Section 4 of the Republic Act (tA). No.
10168 otherwise known: as:“The. Terrorism

diectiyor -

- Financing Preventiofi and SuppressionAct of

012, states that; “Any person who,

indirectly, wililly and without lawful excusse,
"Possesses, provides, collects or tses properly
-or funds or makes available properiy, finds -
.o _nanéial-_ser;vice:_nl'other-_relatéd’services, :

-byj_"a'iw.'means, with  the unlawiin and witfal”

"intenthn_'that'theyshould_-ba,uxsed or'with the -

nowledge-that they are to be.ised, in-full or-
c-Hvpark(a) to carry-out.orfacilitate the com-

-uission of any terrorist dot; by by aterrorist

‘organization, association or group; or{e) by an

Andividial terrorist, shall be guiliyof the crime

‘of financing of terrorism,” KO _
e Those found guilly of committing the siq

ik

provision of RA'10168 shall sufter the penally

“ofreclusios temporsl inits inaximiwri period to
‘reclusion-perpetiia and

afine‘of not tess than

P500,000 nor mort than P1-million. . - -

. Malayanoted the DILG may alsofile gther

' -i‘:haz__'ges'apursu_ap't_;td:t}le Revised Penal Code
o and 'dther-.peftinentl_awsan{l-,se'ek the disquali-

fication of all those candidates who shail be

.ac_torsin’{'si¢eqi'dance-\1rith_.the'provisions.ofthe'

‘Omnibus Bléctlon Code, - B
“Tlie 'same course of action shall be

governnient officals or employees who shall

-cooperate ot give aid in'any form or mannet-
-~ materiglorotherwise, tonon-state actors with-

_out_-preju;ﬁ_ce'tb::the_’ad_ministraﬂve cases that
shall be filed aganst them,” added Malaya.
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DILG to camlldates Don’t
give NPA campalgn fees

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Department of Interior
and Local Government yesterday
warned local government officials
and candidates it the May elec-
tions not to pay any “permit to
campaign” and “peéxmit to win”
fees to the New People’s Army,

Jnterior spokesman Jonathan
Malaya said providing support,
directly or indirectly, to the com-
munist rebels is against laws like
Republic Act 10168 or the Ter-
rotism Financing, Prevention and
Suppiession Act of 2012,
- 'The penalty for viclation of RA
10168 1z 10 to 17 years imprison-
tment to life imptisonment and a
fine of P500,000 to P1 miltion,
Malaya said, -

President Duterte terminated
peace talks between the govern-

ment and the communists last yeat.

He has declared the Commuaist-

Party of the Philippines and the
NPA-as terrotist groups.

The “permit to campaign” and
“permit to win” fees are called ex-
tottion by the defense and military
establishments,

“Under this scheme, thiey de-
mand money fom candidates in
exchange for allowing them to
entet and campaign freely in the
hinterland that are within their area
of operations,” Malaya also said,

The military recently asked can-
didates to refrain from paying such
fees, and asked them to report any
extortion attempt,

Meanrwhile, Defense Secretasy
Delfin Lotenzana is not sold to
President Duteree’s idea of arming
“everyone” if atrocities by com-
munist rebels will worsen.

“T would suggest not arming
everyone,” Lorenrana said yester-
day, adding that vecruiting more
militiamen might be the better way
to address the theeats posed by thc
compunist rébels.

On- Wednesday last week,
Duterte said if thete are wide-
spread NPA atrocities and the
people can no longer bear it ke
will be forced to order “arm évety-
one.” He spid he would allow the
putchase of fircarms to help local
government officials in the fight
against the insurgents in their areas.

" Lotenzana said the President’s
idea of “arming everyone to fight

the NPA? is “possible but with lots '

of chailenges.”

“Who are the people to bc
armed? Do we have enough fite-
arms to atm everybody? We need
to train these people in the op-

cratio‘n- and care of the firearms
before issuing thetn the fisearms,
How do we control the use of
these firearms so that they are not
used for other usiauthorized activi-
ties?” Lorenzana said,

“Bottom line, it may not be
advisabie to arm evetybody for -
all the problems that it may cause.

‘We now have armed civilians, the

Cafgu (Civilian Atined Forces
Geographical Units) and Cafgu T1
(also called special Cafgu),” said
Lorenzana, ¢ %i‘g '

There are about 50,000 Cafgus
throughout the country, mostly
wtilized against the communists, .
according to the military.

“All we need s to increase their
number. The beauty of the Cafgu -
program is that they are under
the AFP and subject to military
justice,” said Lorenzana,
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Poll bets warned vs paygng?ﬂ:_fcampaigﬁ % e s

Paving "permit-to- -campalgn
fees” to.communist rebels is tanta-
mount to supporting terrerism,

This was the stern waming of
the Deparlment of Interfor and
Local Government (DILG) to al)

~ governors, mayors and afl political
aspirants directly or indirectiy giv-
‘Ing financial, matertal and political
support to communist rebels, -
. DILG assistant secretary and.
shokesman Jonathan Malaya re-
minded all efectoral candidates
that such viclalions will be consid-
ared as terroristic acts that cary
the stiffest sanctions as slated in
the Constitution, :

He said all political aspirants

should not ba made as tools for

: nity to these.non-state. actors’
_raise fundy to-flel. thelr campaig
-against the gn\mrnment thpy wlsh- ’

_thesv unlawful acts asserting.

*practice. becomes -an;:opport

to.overthrow”,. - -

~ “Secretary:. Eduardo Adio. has;.-

Issued Memoranduim Ciréular:
© 2018-211-reminding all locat chief

- executives and LGU officials that .-
giving any form of support to com- ..
munist rebels is a violation not onfy

of Executive Order 733 but also of

. RA 10168,” he sald.

“Many re-electionists are: in'the
heat of campalgn mood, whethar

" discraetly or openty, as. the. -May

2019 midtérm elections naar.

Paalala lang po na huwag mag-

- “ng-.gob

gy rng'

sald Malay

- Tivhig memurandum, Afia.dirct- ie
:_:ed all reglohal; provincial; Gity:afid - -
. muiicipal peace and order counéis
" te.apply. moral suasion or to-recom-
mend:satictlons against localiehief -
execlitives-who are known to- have.

supporl.ed -CommLnist rebels,
-Saying-that this practice has

" long-been in existence in Philippine

jpolitics, Malaya:branded such acts

a8 unpabriotic where rebels demand

maney . from political céandidates in.
exchange for frouble-free campatgn
sarties in the hinterlands where the

omunistan grupo naJtinuturing
a mga terori'sta,”-l'-; [

“law enforcement: agenicies to ensi
‘that ahi: -canlidates: and politlc:
parties are -allowed- unbampeted ;
entrance in éveryLGU.and to énaure *
thepeate and ordar in aly areas; s
cluding those considered as hotbads:
of Insurgency, so that all candidates -
-and political parties are given access

-to the electorale during the can-.

‘st
f‘ght of 5uffrage--'
ndmates but of ;

MTheDILG is ealﬂng aﬂ L(‘

paign perlod without intimidation”

or manipulation: by any group,” he-_'
added. (Chito Chavez) ™% |
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Bt Dutene‘sDefensesecretaryWas
sofitehow appreliensive ith the posslhle
provlslon of firearms for civillans, - '
“Inchis speech during the blithday
celéhration of Mashate'Gov, Antonlo-
 Ktio fast Thiarsday, Duterte sald he
* wauld allow-each civilian and-mayor -
. to:purchase firearms to help in-the
campaign to end‘the NPArebellion,
' citing ambushes by the communlst
: rehe!s of soidlers and policemen:
But, the Prasident added, hewas
. willing to talk peace wiith them If the-
Insurgems wauld tore: down thelr at— '
. tacks on government forces. .
Lorenzana sald i case the pmpusal would
Prosper, proper training must be observed
 among Gvlans on hoiw to handle guns
_beforelheyarereleasedtothem _
- Healsosald there should be proper ontiol
sothat civilians and focal chlefexecutives
waould notuse the privilege to purchase
firearms freely forilegal activites..

 "Battoming, it may not be advisable to '

arm everyboty forall the pmhlems that It.

mayca_use,’mrenzana pointedodt,

 He said the mllltary already has Jts
Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit
_ _(Cafgu] and Special Cafgu, who are clvil-
dar sarmed by tha Armed Forces of the
f'fffh!!;lgplges_\_{nFP}a

X "The-heauty of ihe Cafgu pmgram

| 'Is that [the memhers] are uiiderthe
AFPand Siibjectto mllitary jilstice”
- Lorenzang. added.’ S

‘The Department of the Interlorand

. tocal Government (DILG), reanvihile,
‘Teminded afl local government unlts not

to give in to'demands of the NPA rehels for
"permit-to- campaign fees;” with the elec-
tion season havirig begun last week.

. Jorathan Mataya, DILG spolesman,

: pamted to Memorandim Cireular No,
2018-2¥ Issued by lnter!orSec(eta:y
~ Kduardo ﬁﬁo, remind]ng all locally efected
“offtclals notto provide any form of suppiart

o NPA members.
Malaya also warned that local of-

fictals supporting the-commiznlst rebefs
_ .ﬁnanclally would suffer the penalty
of rechusion tempora! if fovnd quitty -

of \rlolatmg Republic Act 10168 or the
“Tetrorism FInancing Prevention and
Suppresslon Act-of 2072,

“The DILG may also fle other charges

-pursuant to-the Revised Pena! Code

and other pertlnent laws and seek the
disquafication of all those candidates
who shall be proved to have cooperated!
with non-state actors in accordance
with provisions of the Omnibus Electlon

_Codehe sald in a statement,

DEMPSEY REYES
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KIDAPAWAN: CiTy~1ri magor and’,
_ vice mayor. of a Magbinidanag ‘town are

now on the run affey escaping duiing a

police antidrug raid on theijy housemare
than two years after one of thenr{anded

on President Duterte’s. list of nars
I 'p_fﬂcla_IS'-_of-_Mag_uindanao-_pubI_@'
: .by.the;_l_’raﬂdént in A_ug_ust 201

copoliticians -

- Mayor Vieman: ‘Montawsl, " of - Daty

qutawal-town,--ancl'_m_sfather,")}iquay-_--

"of Qttoh Montawal; fled when 5o heavily -
armied police officers from thePhilippine -

_ National: Police-Autonomous: ‘Region'in
" Muslim Mindanao'__(PNPfﬂRMM)-'-bafge_d:-

Into ‘their liouse in the village of Talapas :
to sérve seatch watrants for gun posses- .

sion and illégal drigs.. .o
Police were armed with warrants is.-

sued by Judge Alexander Betoya, of the.

Neighbors identlified the slain -es-
corts as Belag and. Mantak, both sur.
namedAlon, o ;

The same report said the three
Montawals used a secret escaperoute af
the back of the ‘huge Montawal com-.
pound andfled toward Bulod, a swarpy
‘village accessibis only by motorhoat. .

- Krishel Montawal, wife of Vice May-
-0r- Montawal, said the raiding tean
found noillegal drugs in their home,

~ Ransacked
She -showed newsmen the family
bedroom: where police allegedly
-some P3 million worth'of jewelry and al-
‘most P4o06,600 in cash, o :
Reporters were barred from enter-

took

._.l:_negioliéi':ffial-Cduft'B'ran_ch 16, against
the. mayor, vice mayoy and Vieman's-o
brother, Andy, L. - E

. w R[ési_dént'é_l'is't' o
-V_ie;e’Maj_zbr'Mmi_tawaIQWas amt_mg.the

Clans involvedin drugs. Ea
.. A.migmber of. the _1'_aidihg__fte§m.-__tqld _
reporters: that :government"’fdrges. haq

'been'_':coprdinatiug'witlj_sthe Moro Islam-

It Liberation Front {MILF} 1o helplocate -

- the:Montawals,

Pollce earlier reported two of  the
nayor's armed security ‘escorts were
killed whenthey traded shots with-law-

-men,

(ing-the Montdwai-- compound while po-
lice clearing operations were ongoing,

Around noon, when police left, Kr-

fshel. allowed reporters entry. and

showed them disarranget home appli- -

Ancesand other items includiig ‘the -

safety box that contained pleces of jew-
elty "and  cash - which  ywas forcibly
opened. - ]mﬂ :

- Noone from+t raiding team had {s-
sued a statement on the rajql, The ARMM
police force has yetto issue astatement,

Montawal tepeatedly. deniad.he wag
involved in drugs, Officials of the Philip-
pinge Drug Enforcement Agency in ARMM

Mavealso declared the town, named after

'Montawal's barents, as a drug-free my.
niclpality in 2017, ~EDWIN O FERNANDEZ ING)
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' MAGUINDANAO - The
leader of the' MoroIslamic Tih-

erationTiont (MILE) yesterday - ers o

.sét foot in.a military camp here -

‘since the Muslim- nebd group. .- M

; Was founded in1980; -

Hadji Murad, Ebrahml,.

-chauman of the MILF's central

comlmttee, vié%ted the Arnyy’s’
0 S:ongco in-

Camp: Gonza
_ Magumdanao

It was his -first hme to set

‘The 6th- s engagement

with ‘Murad- was meant to:

sustain the: cordlahty betwee)

the MILF and: ofﬁcela and men? '

foot in a military camp gince of

leading the MILF in bloody
- encounters witli the Army 8.
. 6th Infantry Dmsmn

Sobelana, commander of the.
: 6th I3

¢ tog
- its: July 1997 mterlm ceasafne

an- “accord.

-"(‘)u"' enenues aie oppres- :

th e
6th tnfantry -
Diviglon durlig

. i

circumstantial because the -

military-is part of the govern-
ment’s defense structure, We

| were never eneries,’” Murad :
told the éroops. ' _

Sobejana saicl he was elatud :
“with-Murad's positive re- -

sponse to their invitation for

-hirn to meet the officials of 6th

“ID.and its troops. deployed in

.(,cntlai Mindanao.-

. A Moro officer in 6th 1D,
Col. Markton Abo, also-the dl_-.
vision's civil-military relations.

officet, with their spokesman,

‘Maj. Arvin Encinas, hielped
Sobujana facilitate the recep-

tierv honors for Muzadl.
‘Murad and. Sobejana have

agreed to cooperate in ensur-

ing the safety of the Jan: 21
 plebiscite for the Bangsamoro
'01

ani¢ Law-(BOL).

tion Front in'the éatly 1970s,

- "Heé and the Egyptian-trained

rlerlc, Salamat Hashim, bolied

fron ‘the: group-and organized

‘the MILF shortly before 1980
dite’ to irreconcilable differ-
ences with MNLF foundt.r Nut.

Misuarl

The mcetmg of Murad and.

Ax niy officials in Camp Siong-
co was also attended by repre-
sentativesfrom the 1st Marine

Brigade from Sultan Kuctarat,

whete there is also a strong
MILF presence, I/L

Auiad staited-as a’ gtierrlila_
~in fhie Moro' National: Libera-

JOHN uusau E

r . siom, m]ustu.e and exp101ta~ :
“tion, not the’ m1hta1y as an-
- organization. The armed -
'conflicts we had were oﬂly

[
]



__]LJanuary 2019

w1

4

o Sbbéj'ahasattﬁlbﬁ_tédztlie'sti'é_ce'ss.

of -the operation 'to :the coopera-

-tionshown by tesidents anlocal
Cofficiater .o
. ‘Membexs of the Criminal In-

: westigation and Detectioh Group
basedin the Autonomous Region

in Mustimm Mindanao and the 4th

. Special Action: Battalion of the
‘police assisted 'tﬂly--milita:yf du- -

ing the raid.. “J&"

. The arrésted suspects were
_followers of radical cletics Yas- -
. $ér Saligan and Shelk Makakens,

- Sobejana-said.

* Saligan and Makakena were
tagged in separate attacks in
Isulan, Sultan Kudarat last year,

. .~John Unson
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- - 8lleged plot-to:bomb urban

village in Maguindanao on ‘Saturday,
according to-an Army official, g

Lt. Col. Harold Caburioe, Army’s

33rd Infaniry Battalion: chief said his

unitled the counter-tertor raid at Siti-

- Pagalad, Barangay Damalding inPaglai

town; following a tip about the presence -

of bombs and suspected terrorists in

calmniﬂitaﬁts' harboring foreign homp-

making experts,

Sources said the ralding team thought
wer, only to be sur-

their targets wore fe )]
1 80 heavily armed

prised that more tha i
menput up a five-hour fight thatresulted
“‘inthe killingofanm"mysergeant andthe
woundiig of a Mariite captaln, - s
Your of the terrorigtswere killed,

“He saijc_l"g-the:_'in'fp_tmant_f'-provide_tl o
. photos 'showing_-_knm_vni'tefrbrist'_bomb

“= DTABATO CITY - Security
k forces have foiled another -

centers in Central Mindando
after seizing improvised boinbs in a

ars Ustadz Yagser Saligati-and Sheik

~Makakend handling a-homb.-The 8US- -
-pects have been undep

surveillance

since late 2018, he added,

. Troops from the 33rd 1B the ath
‘Special Action Battalion, the-Ciiminal
) Im'restjg_ation'andi_l_)e_tection Group; and

the provincial police:raided:the. sitio, a

Imowi “terrorist lai,” ataround 3am,

on Saturday, He said,

., Five men-were arrested, and four
-'improvisedbombs and three 45 caliber

e

. pistols were recovered;, Cabumoe said. -

He said Shiek Makaltena and Ustady
Yasseb eluded arrest by jurnping into
thel_n;'n?lw.wa_tbl‘-'0££he.Liguasa'n'Marsh 5
as the troops approached, -

- -Cabunéc balieved’ the explosives:

-_:.with-'triggering_ tdevices were meant

for-urban terror use i, tearby Sultan
‘Kudarat where deadly bombings hap-

pencd last year, ~ S
. Baturday's raid- followed the. pre-.

“dawn-raid by a team of military intel-
- ligenice agents-at'fBarangay Tatak-on
" the horder of Rajah Buayan and twe
- other Maguindanao towns against lo-

men ran out of rifle rounds, and were
left with justhandguns, e

- They sail the o'uthun_'lber.edj team
recoveredimprovised bombs and gther
ferror materialg believed.to'be used in -
urban centors. during the ‘Christmas .
andNew Year celebrations, - - -

+* OnDec, 31; two improvised-bombs
were planted-in-a’ mail here,-dne of

including .Ahu Hud Zain, -a Singapor- which:wag recoverad and the other

ean, and Abdulrahid Ruhimisanti, an

Indonesian,

Reéports:-reachin,
said the Marine ¢
wounded in the chin an_d neck, and his

g Manila Bulletin
aptain, who was

- exploded near the mall’s: gate, killing

: two clviliahs and wounding moreithan

30-others. The deadly attack was be-
lieved to be “retaliation” for the Dec:
22 military raid. fo- 0 "
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Offlcxals saad soldners and
Special Action. Force (SAE) com-

mandos snaked their.way through

thick bushes under-cover of dark-
ness undetected by the group and

h '-and the 4th SAF of the reglom]
- potice force. '

-~ Mdjor: Arvm Encmas, spokes-.

" .- man. for the 6th 1nfantry Di-
L vision (61D), said the 33(B |
~ Makabayan, undei ‘Lt, Col.
- .- Harold: Cabunoe, mchestrated _
" thecountes: terloust operatlons )
inthe'remote

:terrorlsts hideout 1n Magumdanao on: Saturday -

_ta,-;howed us. .

”Our inform

. the pictures.of terrorist bombers -

Pagalad in Paglat town.

-~ Two of its notorious and efusive -
leaders; Ustatly Yasser: Sallgan and .

Sheik Makakena ‘dlias Abu: Jihad;

-escaped-the dating raid by the
'33rcl [nfantry Battallon [33[!3}- :

Saligan and'his cohort Makakeha;
as they ‘detonated:a-bomb to-test

'how lethal it is. We had beentrack '

ing the suspects since November
2018;" Cabunoc said:
He added that Abu Jihad. and

seized five bandits in Barangay

Ustadz Yasser escaped-by jump-
ing-into the murky waters: of the
L:guasan Mush, ;
~ The troops weré still’ uackmg
_down the two Jeaders; while those
capmred are being’ interrogated

separateiy atgindisclosed locations.-

‘in the restwe fegion.”

The troops seized. four anti--

personnel :n:nes_1nd l_hr_ee caliber
A45-pistols from the.'suspecls.- '

_ Milltary pressure

dits belonging to the:Bangsamoro
lslamic Freedom Fighters (BIFE}

headed:by Mayogamong Bansil.

- also suirrendered‘and handed over
thelr weapons over the weekend
in Barangay’ Malainis- of General

Salipada Pendatun town. .
- Mayoganiong. sent sunender
feelers affer: knowmg that security

forces were in the adjacent town
- of Paglat, abotit 5 kilometers away

from hisarea. -+

< Hecontacted Cabunoctoconfirm
hisintention tolay down t heirarms.

F1-am afraid-that the AFD

-+ {Armed Forces'of the Philippines)
Meanwhlle, Cabuuoc sald ﬁve ban-

willlaunch-offensivesagatst our
group,” Mayogantong said. -
. He-and hiis ‘men- surrendered

four high- powered fliealms in-

cliding-a caliber :50 sniper rifle,

two T Garandrifles, and a40mm :
M79 grenade launcher, -

~Fhie:331B has fac1_hla(ed the-
suirender of various threaf groips
both:hi-Maguindariao aiid Sultan
Kudarat’ thtough combat- ‘op-
crafions; comimunity engagernents
and civil affair activities. + -+

- .Sitice Pebruary. 2017; the unit

- sticeessfully facilitated the surren-

det 0f:203- communigt rebels-and
32BIFR men setting a benchmark
by thesconduct of military-opera:

tions in-a "two-front war’ against

distinct threat groups. A«} -

X
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ainle State-()5j< .
tol hegovernment o
'-lnfanlryBattalion:in Plagapo; | Suron

 Propelled grenade (PG); 4, Uaurictier, on eMTdGarandrmeandsevera
ammunltions, mﬂftarysafd'T'oofthelrcomradesea‘rﬂérs’u;’reﬁ redrbthe ith

. infantry. Battaiion Pagayawah toviry intanao delSukand) i
mathinegunandonecauher A5pistol emlMt_:ywlt h
'e;_s;fqr_securfty.purpose Owayda Bem 0

: igthe ..
Marawi stege;"While wedre suppurﬂng the recovery reconstruct!n' ; nd_ rebatilitafio / r
- of Maraw, oureffortsagalnstMauteﬂS rematts Wil be: contiis 'rdertoachfevela .
: -'peareful and progressive cominunity 10 girr area of gperition ! Col! Rameo Brawner; 103w

".tnfantryBrfgadeCommander sald . H"}/ MASID NG




Tacaooss Bawsa - P00 |

kaanibnggrupum Abii Da, 'rj_gsilmukﬂ
“swmititarsa Latido del Sur,niumg Sabadu
. gabl.v- S L

- Hindi nnbmunyag nig2nd I
B'ltlaliun (13) commandes; Lt; Col. }asnn - salakayin ang; - kibkulbin n ng levoristang
Jumawar . ang - pagkﬂk'&kﬂ'&nhn 0. grupo ang. siyudad npong ayo 23;

tatloi terovista para i 3'1 k'\tl“dl : 201/ _ e
qegurfhd e : 2 Bonita L. mac
Alig mga- ito, ayon ka an, .
aysuimukosy Kinilarig: la s
Piagaposa lalawigan: o

*“Pissatisfied and: (Itsconlenlediwuh
e leaders '_:1ndLapnb|hlzesofthegmuP :
‘is the reason why they've ‘%l.lil'(.l]dﬂlﬁd '
Ayén saopisyal; - -

~Sitwabi. i [unatyan na ISImLkO i
ng fatly ang kanilang. mga-armay;na. -,
kinabibitahgan ng isang rocket propelled -
FrenndL (REGYlauncher; Jsanfvgrenadt -

incher, isang 14 Garand rifle, atinga
balasitte,
; Blyomcs nan{,11mm"mgsmnuko'm!,' .

atalands -mng tum atfil nang h ang;
' akan ng niilifai -

“buvran g pakikipag
1 Maule-{)sis 8A i{'llé'l\'\r’l City"naigr -
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the regultof the pleblsmte from groups that clo"'_:ﬁ gl

ot seele-peace in Mindanao. : i i :
Hesaid voters shotid beproperlybe mfouned. o The Commisslon on Llectlons 1é setto hoid

on the consequences ofa “Yes” or No” voteduir- . the-plebiscite in the: Auitonomous Region iif;

‘ing:the plebiscite, which-would determine the, - Muslim M111d1nao on January 21 N he ple :

compositon:of the.new Bangsamoro Altonos: ¢ i oth

mousReglon mMuslimMmdanao Lo e R *pN :

f




" of bomb- makers Ustadz. Yasser Szflligan”_E
‘and lifs cohort, Shieik Makikena' allals!Abil
Jihad, frying to test the. deati uctweness of

They belonged to the BIFF

faction led by Commander .~

Ma,yogantong Ba.nsﬂ
me pays r

yestelday & safe houae thaL alsu resulted

. inthe surrender. of fiva terrorists, .

' 8tate forces also seized’ powerful -
improwsed axplosivo devices ancl four

handguns

. What. ls'imp.ortant ls ‘we prevante_d_l

bloody bumbings theso taumists are.

. planning to carry.out,” said Li..Col, Harold.

. Cabunoe, commandel of the 38rd Infantry
~Battalton (IB).

" The“lightning attack” countenterrorist. )

operation was launched at 8 a.m, in

Balangay Palagad in Maguindanao R

Bombers aetlve

He safd the operation was quiokly

launclied afier an "asset™ shiowed pliotos

: ahomemade bomb. .

'

Undergovey of. darknass, government ;
. forces swooped down on thie pinpointed

™ terrorist lair,

_ ‘plel

- the Bangsamoro: 0i
- - (BOL) got for 2
i Tebruany:

;the murky waters‘st‘rbm a sepal'ate sltanty
neaihy, ha added

'pistqls E '

- prosented to Brig. Gon. Robert Danz,
- commgnder of the Ist Mechanized Infantyy
" Brigade, the nnit that has’ operational

Tive gunmon were uaught sleaping" - contral over the 38rd IB

.-manage_ o elude rrest. byjump_ingiinto'

Four hou1s lat.m, l'alatives of a

.'Bangsamoro Islamic Fresdon Tighter;
. (BIFF) -leader informed Cibunoc about

rebels wantiig to surrendes, -
“They- belonged to the BIFE factmn

“lod by: ‘Commander Mayogautong Bansil;"
_ “Tte said, .

Bansll and hls 1t

sumendewd

......

'Pe hé oﬂ’onsive

"T'-le survenderad weapons wer@ﬁl

““You have. shown” the expertise In

‘l'handling the. soeurity ‘threats without

neurring casualties .- Share ‘these best

- Avtiy imits Central Mimlanao," sald Dam:, )
i whio eamecl ks flis

n;the conduict of operations to all’

; Five_-gunmen werd: eaught e
-sleoping and were sur prised '
to see soldiers-and police :u_
. .surrounding them right inside '
* their hoies,

“The public is now hélpmg us. This ig

vary-encouraging and dissouraging on tha

part of the- terrmlsts," Suhegana sald

Talks as tack

The nulltaty is also pushing dlalogues :
fiy Magumdanao to.ensire a peaceful. and"

: uulelly BOL plebiscita, - . - ..

- The mihtaly led “security meetmg “Was

attended by area commanders.of the Mord: -
- IslamicLiberation Fouit and Moro National,

- Liberatlonyoit from various mwumpa]it:es,

Lt. Col. Edgar Cat, commandjng-officer ofj

+ the Army's 40¢h 1B, said,

~Held afthe 40 IB’s headqumters i quahl

. Buayan town, Catu said the meeting was

“part-of my-unit’s efforts. in prepasation’
for:the- suecessfal conduct of upeoning.

plehiscite: aud to establish good rappoxt anid”

promote. paace among the particlpants.” .
Brig. Gen.” Divsdade Carreen,

- commander ‘of the Army's.601st Infantryd
-Brigade, lauded the dialogue as it songllt;
o “strengthen:our good- retationship and”

communication with-other peace-inclineg,

~groups, to pursue genuine reform -and
,developme_nt in Central Mindanao.” &

By
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'a.migssive police o

ot

__PROJ' deﬁloyeu mor ha S
men; supported by: atiny

City. Five alléged:Ne
-assassinsw' e Lill

8 ;
ditct - out after hearmg'about what happéned -~ the
itig Guli- - fatalities were itie fathets of their schoolmates,
i .

- Pready leawngBarangay’Ihnldad — alaigevillage
Re- 'located at the ceriter of NegrosIsland - because.
liice: S . fieved for
“ibwatd vid higining wayffoﬁithelrpéstsdur-
'_mgthe sh .
| The swiftdischpli

alonal Pollcé: Safety Baallon: werd:

" (Coble Dially News,

dtd ot hoot it out with the. ﬁdlice. Maybe this )
“is.whiat the Cafietes wete unning away from,
o According 65" sorme ‘accauniis of the opera-’
“tion, -the yoinig:son of

5f the Titalities
policeinéen who

y, pleaded: with 't

father, In
everyone, except for thesb
to get.out of the liouse; Suddenly, shots were

heard from ingide the house, One fatalily was
~ glinmien inthe nelghbonng town of La Libertad.

: Ilegedly put ins de aisack wid:shot dead.

thie Ilghts (the- searfhes were dorie at 4 in the

_niotning), did A Withess was: éalled oniy a%er -'
the search was eomple(ed

Underslaﬁdab]}'; ‘Chief. Supt. Sim\s is cagel

“adalts and-childien ~ have:reportedly beconie:
9).." scared of “the Men in uniform” as weil. The clags -
tthe ' “abences. resulting from a deteriorating peace -
! . “and order situatioh stiould conceérn Education-
Secre(ary beonm Bnones, most; espec:ally since.
~ sheisd Gmhulnganon .
d' - Kata)
) "'"so-cal ed fact-finding missions but was told -
dly “'to’secure a’ “permit | from-Negros Oriental Gov, -
“Roel’ Degamo first. While we all wanit to know -

seamh warranit pot to; shoot his
. pera:wes told ™
jectof thewarrant, -
of Oplan Sauron, Guihulngan City broadcaster

‘that the officeis who"
covired their faces,

did ot rédd’ the'search Wattaiit, turned off
the poor, underdeveloped village of Laos became

~ another fiding-in-tandem victim, only a few me-
ters away fromm a police detachment, I('s busirtess

_opp_ortum_t to: terrorize}lhe'-:
e nmendable that the PRO-7
ded fo-launcha large-scale: opera !

tionte: neutralize these murderous elentents: -

: However, the manner m whlch at ]east.'

students.of gome sEhools have been afra!d to go :

‘Before Oplan Sairon; some residents were al:

of the thredts:of the NPA, but how people —

'atan attempted zo' conduct ong of llts"

the teuith about the kiltings and arrests — espe-

cially in the Tighit of the alleged police. abuses "

- Karapatan, by its very purpose: of existence, -

. getsonly. thie “facts” that put authoridiesin abad

light-while rights vialations: commmed by the :
NPA ate either |gnorecl oF justified. - -
‘I\wenty -four Hours into the tmplemematlon

Gabyiel Alburo was killed by riding-in-tandem
On January 6, the NPA mitirdered Cafgu member

]oseph Silvano Gavia in far- ﬁungl mantuyanﬁl
And thiee days ago, a hiabalhabal driver from

as usual as Gulhuingan City welcomes its third
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www.inquirer.net _ ;

Army foils BIFF bomb plot, seizes IEDs, nabs 5 rebels

By: Edwin O. Fernandez - @inguirerdotnet

Inguirer Mindanao / 09:32 AM January 13, 2019

TACURONG CITY, Philippines — Mifitary and police foiled early Saturday another attempt by
Islamic State (IS)-ii_nked terrorists to bomb targets in Mindanao after they raided a rebels’
safehouse, recovered powerful homemade bombs and arrested five terrorists.

Lt. Colonel Harold Cabunoc, commandef of the 33rd Infantry Battalion (IB), told the
INQUIRER that Army and police units launched a ‘“lightning attack” on a lair of the
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) at about 3 a.m. on Saturday in Paglat town in

Maguindanao.

“We launched the counter—terroriét operation after learning of the presence of bornbs in the

village of Palagad, Paglat town,” Cabunoc said.

*Our informant showed us the pictures of terrorist bombers Ustadz Yasser Saligan and his
cohort, Sheik Makakena, a.k.a. Abu Jihad, as they detonated a bomb to test its lethality,” said

Cabunoc.
He said, "We had been tracking the suspects since November 2018.”

Under the cover of darkness, elfements of the 33rd IB, backed by 4th Special Action Force
(SAF) Battalion, Criminal Investigation and Detection Group-ARMM and Maguindanao
Provincial Police Office, swooped down on the terrorist lair.

~ Cabunoc said five people were caught off-guard by the heavily armed soldieré and SAF

commandos.

“We seized four improvised bombs and three caliber .45 M191 1Al pistols from the suspects,”
he said.

However, two primary suspects, Abu Jihad and Ustadz Yasser, managed to elude arrest by
jumping into the Liguasan Marsh.
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He said the BIFF were planning to bomb civilian and military targets in urban communities in
Sultan Kudarat and North Cotabato.

At 10 a.m. Saturday, the raiding team proceeded to Barangay Makainis in Gen. SK Pendatun
town to receive five BIFF members, including a commander, who surrendered.

They belonged to the BIFF faction of Commander Mayogantong Bansil, a notorious rebel
involved in attacks on civilians and the military.

Cabunoc said Bansil sent surrender feelers after knowing the presence of security forces in
the adjacent town of Paglat some 5 kilometers away.

“His relative contacted me by phone to confirm his willingness to lay down his arms. He was
afraid that we will launch offensives against his group on the same day,” added Cabunoc.

Bansil and his men surrendered four high-powered firearms, including a cal. 50 sniper rifle,
two M1 Garand rifles, and a 40 mm M79 grenade launcher.

The weapons will be presented to Brig. Gen. Robert Dauz, commander of the 1st
Mechanized Infantry Brigade, which has operational control over the 33rd IB.

Dauz has commended the operating troops for their latest feat against terrorism. -

“You have shown the expertise in handling the securily threats without incurring casuailties.
Share these best praciices in the conduct of operations to all Army units in Central
Mindanao,” said Dauz, who earned his first-star rank last week.

Major General Cirilito Sobejana, commander of the Army's 6th Infantry Division, said the
BIFF’s “world is getting smaller every day.”

“We have won the support of the people in Ceniral Mindanao. The people themselves have
voluntarily provided information about the hiding places of the terrorists,” Sobejana said. /cbb
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9 soldiers hurt in blast during encounter in Samar

By: Robert Dejon - Correspondent / @rdejonINQ
Philippine Daily Inquirer / 04.55 PM January 12, 2019

ORMOC CITY—Nine soldiers were wounded when an improvised explosive device went off
near an encounter site in Barangay Bay-ang, San Jorge, Samar about 6:50 a.m. Saturday.

Capt. Francis Agno, Division Public Affairs Officer, of the 8th Infantry Division in Camp
Lukban, Catbalogan, Samar said a report from Lt. Col. Rizaldo N. Laurena, Commanding
Officer of the 63rd Infantry Battalion based in Barangay Eranas, San Jorge, said his troops
were on their way to Bay-ang when they chanced upon a group of suspected New People's

Army (NPA) guerrillas.
The encounter triggered a brief firefight.

At the height of the firefight, an explosion occurred resulting in the slight wounding of the nine
soldiers, he said. The wounds came from the IED shrapnel.

An undetermined number of casualties on the NPA side was noted as blood staing were

found in their escape route.
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DND to coordinate with DFA on passport data mess
By Priam Nepomuceno January 13, 2019, 3:09 pm

MANILA -- The Department of National Defense (DND) will coordinate with the Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) to examine details on the alleged passport data mess involving a
former contractor of the latter and how to mitigate its effects.

"If frue, then it is a very grave security concern and quite alarming. These are personal
information such as full name, date and place of birth and other information that could be
used illegally,” DND Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said in a message to reporters Sunday.

"We will get in touch with the DFA to find out the details of this issue and how to mitigate its
ill effect,” he added.

DFA Secretary Teodoro Locsin Jr., in a Twitter exchange Wednesday, revealed that the
previous contractor has made inaccessible the data it was entrusted to after its printing
contract was terminated. '

Before the contract for the production of Philippine electronic passports was awarded to the

APO Production Unit Inc. (APUI), the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), through a French
firm, had been printing passport booklets. (PNA)
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DND backs PRRD rejection of "purely military solution’

vs. Reds |
By Priam Nepomuceno January 12, 2019, 11:18 am

MANILA - Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary De[fih Lorenzana expressed
support for President Rodrigo Duterte's decision not to use a purely military solution in
ending the communist threat in the country.

"The DN fully supports the President’s decision not to employ a purely military solution to
ending the communist insurgency in the country,” Lorenzana said in a statement forwarded

to reporters at 9:54 p.m. Friday.

This, he said, is emphasized by the national government's initiative to work closely with the
local government units in pursuing localized peace talks, community support and
development, and promotion of good governance, all aimed at neutralizing the insurgency

threat.

This also includes the implementation of the Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integration
Programs or E-CLIP, which helps former rebels start their lives anew by providing financial,
livelihood, and educational assistance, psychosocial support, and housing, the defense

chief added. ' :

"While focused military actions will weaken their armed component, it is the promise of a
better life for their families that drives their members to return to civil society and the fold of
the law," Lorenzana added. L

The DND chief also said that the government has the momentum, support and resources to
render the Communist Party of the Philippines - New People's Army - National Democratic
Front (CPP-NPA-NDF) strategically and politically irrelevant by 2022.

"By the end of President Rodrigo Duterte’s term, the NPA will be reduced into a purely
police problem of running after robbers, criminals, arsonists, and extortionists," he said.

Without the NPA as an armed component, which is listed as a terror organization by the
United States and European Union, Lorenzana said the CPP will become just like any
another political party, whose only chance of taking over the government is by winning an
election.

"(This is) something that the Filipino people will never let happen because their (NPA)
hands are stained with the blood of thousands of Filipinos they have sacrificed in the altar
of a discredited and failed ideology. (CPP chief) Joma Sison and his cohorts abroad will just
become footnotes in history, and will soon be forgotten,” he said. (PNA)
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