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- NATIONAL
1-2 | Wasteful projects traced to kickbacks PDI-A1
3-4 | US Navy exec axed for paid sex in Phl P Star-1
5-6 | Six of 10 Filipinos distrust China, US enjoys 84% support—survey PDI-A3
7 DND ‘ready to respond’ to threats in disputed sea PDI-A3
8 Panelo confident that DND looking into presence of Chinese M Bulletin-4
vessels in PH sea
9 I Most Pinoys say US can be trusted, are wary of China M Standard-A1
10 Rice yields seeds of better China-Philippines ties M Bulletin-5
11 Thousands join interfaith rally for clean elections P Star-13
12-13 | Security preparations for May polls go into full swing M Bulletin-11
14 Reservists’ service M Bulletin-10
15 Unity walk M Bulletin-10
16-18 | No need for birth certificates M Builetin-1
19-20 | Yasay: No passportdatastolen s JdMalaya-B1 .. L
I_21 | Central Luzon PNP conducts simultaneous checkomts | MBulletin9g
PRT 22 e 2 kl“ed 10 kPOin s -: i i " tanrd
23 DILG to local execs: Don't pay campaign fees to rebels P Star-12
24-25 | UP, PUP execs hit ‘old Red scare’ PDI-AS
26-27 | Ex-rebel leader confirms NPA recruitment of college students M Bulletin-1
Students forced to join NPA-police M Times-A8

tudents target of N

Journal-

31 - LNPA recruits UP, PUP ¢ P Tonight-11
32 Students recruited by NPA Tempo-4
33 UP, PUP students nililinlang, pinupuwersang sumapi sa NPA Ngayon-2
34 NPAs surrender ) M Bulletin-11
35 20 Dumagat rebels surrender M Builetin-9
36 New life for returnees D Tribune-3
37 PNP tags 19 towns, cities as election hotspots M Bulletin-2
38 19 bayan, lungsod sa Luzon at Mindanao inilagay sa election PM-2

hotspot

39 Negros firefight M Bullefin-10
40 | Soldier wounded M Bulletin-10
41 Samar clash stalls Red’s attacks in Region 8 M Bulletin-10
42 Troopers launch pursuit operations vs NPAs in Samar M Standard-A3
43 9 soldiers hurt in clash with NPA in Samar Malaya-B4
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44 1 9 sundalo sugatan sa bakbakan Ngayon-9
45 || Cops ordered back fo camp D Tribune-6
46 | Satur, other CPP leaders not yet off the hook-DO.J M Standard-A3
47 5 nabbed, bombs seized from terrorists’ camp P Star-15
48 | MILF chief sets foot in Maguindanao military camp P Star-12
49 | MILF chief visits Army division headquarters PDI-A3
50 Historic meeting M Bulletin-11
51 | MILF, AFP 'were never enemses - Murad M Bulletin-11
152:53 Rising from Marawi’s rubble M Standard-B4
54 | "Exhausted Maute gang men yield” D Tribune-7
55 | Galvez, UN to beef up ties for Bangsamoro transition P Star-12
56-57 § Andaya: Where are funds for Bangsamoro plebiscite? PDI-A4
58 Printing of ballots for BOL plebiscite to be fi mshed thls weak M Bulletin-11
59 -Pnntmg of BOL: plebiscite ballots ongoing ' D Tribune-3
60 ‘Prmtmg of ballots for referendum on BOL ratrr“ catlon f mshed by | M Standard-A3
Friday'
61-62 | Compel release of pay hike for gov't workers, SC asked Malaya-B1
63 | Should we end our alliance with US? PDI-A6
64-65 | Passport data breach needs more than an autopsy M Times-A1
66 | BOL’s violations so basic and so numerous M Standard-A5
| AFP willing to provide security to poll bets { www pna.gov.ph




Senator Lavson says the going rate for mmmgmmm is
agencies. Confractors are a%le to make payoeifs hy wsi

ByDiYap
@dee;ayapINQ

(Second of three paris)

Tongues havL .been Waggmg
about a notorious Ilocos Norte
official nicknasied “Engineer
Forty,” who, as the stofy goes,
routinely pockets a 4o-percent

ibw January 2019

- §PECIAL REFPORT B‘r’ E}J YAP :

mg to.

- Lacson who eartier. exposed_'_
the insertion” of muitibillion-

-‘peso allocations in the districts .

“of favored legislators; ‘wastage

‘. . of P85 billlon indiscontin:

ued -or shelved projects, and
P74:6 billion in read projects
marred by right of way issues,

.+ At present, Lacson said, the .
i gomg rate for kickbacks is “10
“-percent [of the project cost] to

the legislator, and g percent to

“the agency.”

It's the contracior who would

_ she!i out the money, often in the

“steéepedin reéhty if onecensids

- that runs through the villages

r‘nfn'Ff‘h.orncf-n{-'xr;fvnﬂ-v—nctu:-a T

projects in the district

ers 'What happened ‘i1 a Pio-
-millionflood control projecton
the: Lanag river basin tributary

| torsand I'S duFing & by
: mgm Decemi}er'laswear Al
So how " do cantractorsf

rnake money? : :
S&bstandard materza!

Lacson rephed

10 pereent fto ﬁﬂhhemm and 5 percem to gavemment
ng substamﬁmd materials, resu!tmg in ﬁhﬂéeﬁy war,i(

@@méﬁﬁ?éfm’sw

compieied on Jul y 14, 20;8 Lac—
son'said.

"One week after constmc- '
tlon itcavedin,” he satd “ '

P d the site, said the dike
callapsed like a fallery curtain.”
: iearly, the project is gubL:

_ standard and it needs: mvesn» :
-~ gation by . appropriate dgency,

r}f Bacsil, Laiaag and Sarz Mateo .

the conmete structure cmm-
bled, leaving - officials fred-
faced and residents angry.

i’srk inthe hudget )
"The incident, according 16
-Sen/-Panfilo Lacson, is one of
the new manifestations of pork
in the budget—where contrac-

tors shortchange taxpayers by

using low-grade . materials for
" infrastracture projects; while
. gifting agency officials and law-
miakers with: huge commissions
i e‘xchange for the contracts.
~Pork, publzc motey used to
fmfmee projects proposed by

‘lawinalers; | is a saurce of kzck» _

backs : .
- But ‘over the years, Ieg:sla—

tors in ¢ahoots with agencies’

and contractors have become

Droject, which began construe.
tson on’ Feb 12,2018, and was :

S@me‘%gmeﬁ the
congressman or |
the agemy could
get an asﬁvmce
fromthe
mmmctor-hef@m
%he budge% an
was passed

-thrm:gh .-anomalou .projects.”

Piiblic ™ money s Wasted_

Contacted by the Inquirer
on:Monday, De la: Cuesta’séid -

“he found that ng’ steel bars
“were’ usecl to build the’ dzke
_ makmg the foundation wegk.

'I‘he tement was thm " he
added

'Soll was loose’
- De la Cuesta recalied the
coniroversy the debacle stirred
among officials of the Hocos
Norte provincial government
and the investigation that fol-
lowed,

“The excuse of engineers
was that the soil was loose,” he
said.

The contractor Katha

‘Builders and Supplies, eventy.

ally bowed to public pressure
and reconstricted the dike, ae-




cording to De Ia Cuesta. 7t ig
how back in operatioh, ~
 ‘According o the fecords, .
Pg‘,sog‘,rs&zafiin ‘the: General
Appropriations Act - of- 2018,
-With the Department of Public -
“Works and Highways (DPWH)

district “engin ering office as

implementing ABENCY. o
“Katha Builders is'gne:

- According 1o’ data compiled

by the Philippine Centet for In-

vestigative ' Jjouinalism, ‘the
company based in Santa Maria,
‘Bulacan province, cornered pp-
WH contracts valued at Pa3ss
‘mitlion: from Jily ‘2016 to De-
‘temberzogz. o o
The Inguirer tried but coutd
not reach Katha on its listed

contactnumbers, -

ng lawmakers

passed.. o
- But the Practice sto

pped in

the aftefiath of Supreme Court
decisions striking '

ance Fund, as well as

gaft and plundér cases sparked -

by the Pio-billion pork scam'in-
volving bﬂsiness'womén' Janet
Lim-Napoles.
" I the Case of pi
-scam; . Lacson said it involved
: m‘oistiyf"so'ft._fp'x'oj?;g:__ts,'___-':éfer'ring'
‘to sotial welfare programs. .
'S0 with Napoles; 65 per-
cent ‘went to. the legislator,

Laoag. project was-given

while -Napoles:got 35 percent,
The costs were also shouldered

~—-by-Napotes; white 65 percent

the National Expendituse

said,

went cleanly to the legislator.

~Napoles would get some From

‘the remaining 35 percent to

cover the Operation,” hesaid,

- These days, . Lacson said
pork: fiisertions wotld happer

Jeven before the p esident sub:-
Smitte the pmpc‘jS‘éd'biidgétL_ j

gram (NED), to Congress. o

-t
before: the -budget law ‘was
passed,” hesaid, . .

- The official reason is “exi-
gency,” he said, “If yolwait for
the passage of the GAA {Gener-
al-Appropriations Act) before
bidding, then it would take too
long, because our bidding pro-
‘£ess can-be guite lengthy,” he

' g - law =19
~would “insert" funds" into the
‘budget .:'iaw.?aft_et':’i_t. had- been -

k. .

neer blam

=Gerrard: Constrineg

“TGOrpoF Pasis G i,

nfaniio Lac Hoad
tention .to an ‘Taguirer story
about a portion of a bridge un-
der constriction that collapsed
in Pakil Laguna province’ 1
he: DPWH - district engr-

ed the contractor; St.:

ack: 'Qf_'_'sca_ffe_ld_ih'g ‘and .other:

- SUDDOTT. systems -caused - the
“SLrUCtUre to collapse w '
Workers poured concr i
2o Lacson! lamentetl o’ Twit:

he :thé-

‘fer: ;-"Iﬁ_‘t_h‘is'.happgr_l_'gq;.;n'._ot_hei-_

Jurisdictions, . government

agents would be knocking on.’
some people’s doors? NG
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- The reportﬁa ded. o
¢ teltold the tipster: and_another -
- sailor thathe had “requested/;

dered 1 2ivls to arris .

_'.-__the h’oté; Another saﬁor ac~ .(

. ing around and taikmg o
'ather sailors i in 1115 ccammand

: e : “after the'vessel arfived in
~oceurred during the subma-. Bremerton for: decomm:s~

~xine’s port call in Subic Bay on-* sioning, the NCIS latinched a-

March1, Zettel was reportedly - criminal probe and: confronted -

..seen with 10 “provocatively  Zettel with ailegatmns*them.... e
ressed females outside the . Kitsap. Sun__report said. - ‘

ette}

board the I.ISS Salt erke C:f J
'.veshgatxve Servzce {NCIS) T Turn 'zo Pagaa

; '_;Frum Pagel
L before canymg out vatious as—-" “ment,” it added : -
S _:._sagnments aboard other'subs, . After he was repr;manded
- Yadmitted culpability ini'the * and relieved of his: ‘eofnmantd,
paymentoffemaie accempam« Zettel was’ admzms’crahvely

S







Six of ro Filipinos ate distragt-
ful of China, which is embroiled
in a territorial dispute with the
Philippines in the South Chna
Sea, while eight of 10 trust the
United States, according to the
latest Pulse Asia survey,

The survey, which polled
1,8c0 aduli respondents from
Dec, 14 to 23, showed thar 6o
percent distrust China, down

from &3 percent in March 2017,
Fifey-four pereent of the re-

spondenis alse distrustsd Russia,

the Philippines' new ally, cicwn____

forrunately propped up by sim- &

mering historical and cultural
biases agaiust the foreign Chi-

nese,” said Jay Batongbacal, di-

rector of the University of the
Philippines Institute for Mar-
itime Affairs and Law of the Sea,

South China Sea conflick

The conflict in the South
China Sea has “not been
belped” by China’s conduct in
the strategic waterway, which
Filipinos “perceive as unwor-

thy af ahPil‘ frust, . ~Batongbacale.

Umtac States B4 __J_@ ~
dapan o _%I__?S _; 7_;5mw-"
Austrafia __MH jZW:Tﬁ B
Uaitad Kingdom  §7 T 45
Russia 45 | 54
China P39 1 gn
Asean 82 . g
L R

Sobrce Bl Anla

“irom 56 percent in March 7617,
£

spondenis who trust the Unicer
Srates rose to 84 percent, from
79 percent in March 2017, whils
frust in japan remained at 75
percent,

M -believe fow tew ERaEE TR
China] is

arveiy d e to the

said.

turned a si‘*mﬂ of recfs in the
South China Sea into military
garrisons.

By contrast, the United

States, the country’s traditional ¢
ally, has stepped up “freedom

of navxganon oper anons inthe

seato counter China’s claim,
Former Solicitor General
Florin }‘fz*bay wis more blung,
saying “Filipinos understand
that abully.cannotbe trusted.
“[It's]) because {Filipinos) un-

derqi:and that China contin




{Scuth China] Sea, that its ag-
gression jsselfish and at the ey

-pense-of ‘the rightsof Filipino - '_
He sald'in a text”

“fishermen,”
message to the Inquirer,

Presidential spohespéz:son
Salvador Panelg ackmwie{iged

that it may take tme for Fil-
ipinos to begin trusting China.

Culturally closer

"Maybe as we go along and
see China showing its sincerity
with respect to agreements be-
tween the fwo countries, that
perception might change,” he
said ata press brieﬂng

Batongbacal $aid Filininos

between t‘nem hesaid,~

- - We tend to see therp {Amer* e
'Jrans) ing betterhght ¥

ke pmnta_: .

ed out, citing the dlo

tween the two 1ongtsme aliles

+The 'fﬂat g anan szzwey, '

_whlch had a’ marazn of error.of..

plus-or-minus 2.3 percentage_- .
points, “showed ' that ' distrist
was the’ prevazhng sea%:[ment

Ttoward Chma i every regzor:__
and cldss (68 percerit dnd 63 per—_-";

cent, respecnve]y*) :
- The Filipinos’ hzgh st m_”'f

the Umted States also did. nnt

come as a surprise to Panglo.’
“It’s understandable for Fil

ipinos o feel th

were historically and cultarally
+gloser to.the Unired Srates

“Unlike the mainland
nese, Filipinos share core val-
ues such as freedom and
democracy with the Americans,

and language is not a barrier -

e’ ve been use

“used o

in 'a.press: bneﬁng —«emms
EROM MﬁREELLi MEQ!NA, JEANNE‘ITE i.' -

. ANDRABE, SULEE M, AURELIO, MARLON

RAMOS AND INGUIRER RESEARCH ING
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DRID ‘ready to respond’ to threats in tﬁwpat&d 85
Malacafang on Monday said the govérnment was pr epared t0"re-
spond accordingly” should any threat arise from: the increased pres= -
"ence'of Chingse fiskifg Vessels i disputed waters in the Sotith China
Sea. But the Palace refused to speculaté on the report of Asia Mar-
itirme Transparéncy Initiafive, which noted 2 substantial increase in
the mumnber of Chinese fishing boats at Phifippine-¢laimed Subi - _ § -
(Zamora) and Mischief (Panganiban) reefs. “I ar sure whoever i isag-
thorized to overseé that area will know what to do if they feel there's .
a security threat,” presidential spokesperson Salvador Panelosaidat .
--apress briefing He said he expected the Department of Natmnat De«_j-' S
- fense {DND¥toicoki into e repc}rted'm 'ease_m the presen i
nidse flshmgvassels m the dlsputed areas. ~JULEMAURELD




!5 January 26#9

 Chinese fishing vessels within the

- West Philippinie Sea, Malacaiang said

~Menday: :

© - "I'm.sure the Department of Na-
tional Defense: is-doing that already,"
-Presidential Spokesman Salvador Pan: i
elo said during Palace press brisfihg

‘when asked if the government would
comdutt a probe on'the alleged Chinese
_presence in the area. - :
- T'msuré that whoever is suthorized
to oversee that atea ay alam nila an

= TR Ifthéﬁfééiﬁamafseﬁuﬁw

. pareho Tin tayo nagpupunta tayo doon
“sa what they claim to be theirs, pinabas’ -
bayaan tayong mag-fish. Walang prob-

lemkung fishing fishing lang (1f they're

justfishermen, it's the same situationas =
.ours. We go thers which they claim to be
theirs. We're left alone o fish. There's,
no problem if it otily involves fishing),”.
‘Panelosaid, - .o :

H 15 that fishing ves:
sels loifering in Philippine waters were

ang nagbabantay doon

ed that satellite imagery showed the

‘huge number of Chinese fishing boats
- operating in. Subi and Mischief reefs
'ioﬁabed‘\ziithinﬁf’hilippine territory, Only

& few Chinese vessels allegedly showed

. Ly-aaoz,:
ila kung may threat [Whoever is
- guarding the area, they know if there's .
.-athreat] and they will do and respond
-ﬁ-_aﬁcca_}iﬁing!}g'.'.héjiz’xsfs_ted.'- 1(\;9 SRR
. An official from the Asia Maritime..
Transparency Initiative recently report-

s.:;%igﬂﬁ%%ﬂ'ﬁ%ﬁaéﬂaiﬁﬁshiftg?in%thiéfmi*éﬁ“-l'ast' -

year, according to th
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@st P myg Say |
UScanbetrusted, |
are wary of China
‘ By Mat Marsam '

., THE ma;(mty ofthe F ihpmos polled be~
Tieve the Unrited States 1s the mogl trist-
- worthy country fol iowmo ‘theretin of |
5 o .

it

‘China is the moqt d;stmsied na‘tmn' 't
Pulse Asia survey szid Monday., '
“This emerged evenif Chinese PILSlw___
: d{mt Xi-Jinping: V}Siteti the. ?hlhppmes-i :
two months ago. : :
- Inits survey on the truse Gﬂhm&: of
SLIeLu,d couniries and regional organi-
: _zat:ens elﬂht out c{e\ ery 10}*5Mzmaze _
' EREREN : Nextpm;e .

i et e S R

i '-country fbr tbose survey' d w1th 54 percent saymg they dld
~ not. tmst Moscow as: agamst 45 percerst who dxd :
al

Most _?Pmay&.. .

_' From Al

¥
__ha.ve_.-_ een;usad to the States being:.our all;e
We have'.'been accu"tome o i i

. ry
- of trust and 54 percent had ‘a fair amount of trust. |
£ On'the other hand; only 16 percent of the Falzpmo :
-'.-veyed expressed distrust inthe US. = e

’I’he second most trustworthy cauntry amcmg ilipi

__-;contmuous reclamatwrs actxv:t:es weath ]
: .:.:tmn and szmng presenca..over:the dxspute

t Nov. 20, on the_ ther hand, paved the way
; 1] _nd Bexjmg to forge 29 agreements i
'Fhe 54 dﬁ-suw “

Russxa a!so emergcd as’ the sccond ]e




'“_m May 2018 showed somie 22 witfion”
Phﬂzppme people “more than one-fifthof
the pupulatlon hved be ow the natmnal

sgiterdhe swo.counitl
of warming up m recent years‘ "fmmf"

B ~

tachnology cal m goine exient SErvVe &8
an effective tool in the hands of Fillpino
Farriners to fight poverty and hunger

-Howaver, farmers in ‘Southeast Asia
gei seait pterest from Westem ~(ia
outlets, which incusg ingtead on the Steps
Beijing and “ianila may lake with {he
South China Sea dispute.

On Monday, a US Navy ship sailed

‘within 12 nauticel mites of the Xishe

islands in the gouth China Sep. Seme
Weutern chservers 1nay hope China and
+he Philippines refurn tg eonfrontation
' ties show 5igns

5. Chinese m :}md Fire” 185
. "f:‘;amnshsp While mmewmtemmmi

shigritirety-of De. China- ?%m,

claims i the Senth’ China Seal the
Philippines also enjoys the economic
driving force that COmeSs from C hma
“pitsiers) rolations are complic cated... .
gince Rodvige Dulerte was SWOrG
in as the Philippines” p¥ caident o 2016
nitateral rolations have WG up.
Feonormic and frade exchanges are on
ihe upswing, as +he twa countries expand
cooperation in fields such as agrieuiture,
pourism.  real estale, infrasfructure,
manufacturing and enerey.
Like China. the Philippines’ :‘rimar"

He USan Sxcuse o get igre inyol

the South Ching Bea. However, we wint
make their wish come wus.

Np malier how tough - the Seuth
China Sea issue is. 1t doesn’t reprosen'

PR s tprpromotese eeonginic,.and.,

iat_development. The Sgutﬁ C'amd
Ahe

ea tispute SOMENMES PULS Bre :
economic ties, but ecenomic conperation
ean also be the key o the szth Chma

Sea dispute. ‘j/
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_: txons m May' e

iesent T

lawyers Jose:Manuiel Diokno

- . Ieader Samira Gutoc.

H

oo ~-'v:_a’nons ‘assistant: secmtary Mocha

" Cesar Mancio, canididate of May'
:'-;-Pagﬁm party hst , were aIso.m_

_.-':;-represeﬂtatzves from the' gov-
" ernment and private sectors/in -
“ealling for peac,eful and honeqt
“elections, i

© - "Mghaln :zai.ma :znda iia na srz»-:-
4 9

“Hugsama yung iba-ibang institution:
“such as the PNPATE Comelec .
- -and the candidates to push for .
‘peaceful eiec‘cions,” Aqumo tOId
--'reyoﬁers '

- p in the coniing wionths.
-and Lorenzo Tanada I and’ cmc e

_ijson, who'i I8 runnirig for a seat -

lawyer Romulo Macalintal and

: .-_--'Hﬂbay

3-*-'51gned an Integrity Pledge the
~highlight'of the activity whete
_they promlsed to'abide by the -
eountry’s laws, respect the
sanctity of the electoral exercxse

Admzmsimhon and opw :

: ‘omeléc)
. Deparimen’c of the Inte-:

cearlyass

The acf:wzty started af;

he event‘was preceded
y.a unity walk from vagi

ended at

the Quezon Memorial C,ird_..

. j'_: Pcizce Operahoﬂs for Vlsayas, :
B Caﬁed for the ccoperatlon of all x
He

vae of i'he senafornl

join everyone to hielp.us sustam_ -

Cooand strengthen our peace efforts
“Before the start of the. cam~_' i

: ~“paign,. mabzbrgyan ng oras it
. Former’ preszdentzai comimuni-

- during the entire election period..

- Everyone hasa vital role in this -
swing ang mgn kasanad si Otso Rt '

effort “ Albayalde said.:

“Diretso, - Aqaind said; rerenmg -
o the’ OPtEOSIhm slate.”
T}

s election

“former sohcztor genezai Florm

The' candxciates rez:ited' Z nd 5.

. the polls.

v gxlan 't_hese"evﬂ_ forces Wzﬂ

V\fhﬂé there will aiways be ._
esz 'elemenf o 'tt ow feaiand,

thwart any aﬁempt tc drsrupt o

LA long as. we remain -

and shun any form of vxolence
- PNP chitef Director General
Oscar Albayalde, ina speech

~‘7ead by Director Rolanido Felix
: -of the D:rectorate for In'feglated

' apxtai Regmn

Pahs:e Office chief-Di

; Guﬂlermo Eleazar said there.
“were no untoward inciderit o
“Metro Manila on the first day. of -

. the election period; except for &

i:ucyc:ie driver who'was arrested

© at a'checkpoint in Manila for al«
: Iegeci shabu pos‘sessmn
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- ﬁmem line

; Whrit iee
rechriology Can ‘co SOmE e&%em serve as
an effective tool in the hands of Filipine
farmers 10 fighs poverty and hunger
“Hewever, fariners i Soufheast Asia

get scant interest froin Western modia

ouilets, which focus instead on the steps
Reljing and Manilz may take with the
South China Sea dispute.

On Menday, a US Navy ship sailed
within 12 nautical miles of the Xisha
Islamds in the South China Sea. Some
Western ghservers may hope Ching and
the Philippines return £0 confrontation
after the w0 caunmes ties show signs

%f,tm?%

theentivety-of Lhe« (‘mz} thl mpmef:_ _

relationship. W Hileexpressiag territorinl:

claime theGonth Ching Sed, the
Philippines also enjoys the ECONOMIC
driving force that comes from China,
Bilaieral relations are comnplicated, .
Since Rodeige Duterte was swern
i as the Philippines’ president in 2016
hilgtersl relations heve warmed up
Feonomic ang trade exchanges are on
the upswing. as the two couniries expand
cooneration in fields such as agrienlture,
wourigm,  real estale, infrastructure.
manudacturing and energy
Like China. the Philippines’ ’}“ﬁmaﬁ?

‘ Phlhppme ﬁgbﬁﬁéf— more than one-fifth of ..
tt:_l_e_ populgtior_i %-ﬁ'véd below the national

Ej - #

of v\ arming yp in recent years, gmm;'-
il DSandasedodel epeiny

the South China Sea. However wa
malke theirwish come frue,

wo martter how tough-the South
Chma geq issue 9. it doesn't represent

“gen digpule semetimes Bls pressireens

i Rt Lot SEONOTC AR

il development. The South. China

econnrnie tes, bul economic CoDPET ation
can also be the key fo the Sowth China
Sea dispute..j’ ' '




id-term electmns :
~have started to go into full-swing as
~Police Regional. Office 11 (PRG 11y
p]aced its.forces in ‘the whole Davao -
..region under hesghtened alertand the
- Reglonal Joint Security Controf Center -
(RISCC) in Northeastern Mindanao, -
or-Caraga region, ‘aniounced that it is
: alreadyieoinng into T eperts of Corhiniy-
nistrebels extortmg money n exchange
 for permits to campaign.
PRO:11 director Chief Supt. Maz'm
celo C. Mor ales said all police person-
“nelin the region have been directed to
closelywatch theirrespective assxgned
L Areas, espacxally, swithathe; Start: ef«i;ha
' eiectmn ‘period 6n Januar

perform-in the prevmus eIectmns ﬁli _ N
the gaps aid devejop our performance
-and make the voting day an ordinary
one and let people choose leaders -
. freely without retribution.” *Morales.
e refemng P pohce personnel o X
. the regmn ' Cn PSR y

it thieaLDocmne
thal states that PNP members shall
- provide services to everyone without
prejudice regardiess of party affiliation,
following the emsfmg laws atd reguia~

twns =
o prevent %helr personnei fmm be—

#




ing influenced by politicians, Morales -
. Said, the region will have to reshuffle -
“someof them,'partieulaﬂythbse police

officers who have 2 relative avolved _
: - the implementation of sectirity plans
-allover.the region; <ot oo

With a running politician.

~“May I remind the city and provin- -

- clal commanders to he non-partisan
and that all police personnel must ob-

serve utmost discipline and profession-

alismat all times,” Morgles added. .

- The police regional directsr as.

sured the public that the PRO-Davag

personnel and its counterparts will
continue working together io intensify

- Based on the intelligence com-

- munity sourees; the RISCC Considers -
the New People’s Army (NPA) as the
number one threat during the elec-

< Hon, considering that they sre already

Treportedly coliecting campaign election - _
~ fees to candidates running in the May
2019 polls, ...

o "We are '.stiil'_bé'llecﬁng _zij_ef}.é:f_ts'- :

" pertaining Lo this alleged campaign .
 election fees imposed hy the com- .
: mum's_t"_terrorists,”'fa;_lso ‘Baid PRO 13-

Regional Director Chief Supt. Gilberto -
DCCruz {0 S




}\5 January 2019




i
¥ January 2019

Page: / Om




b

January 2019

" S:Iaéé__s__nan g on Monday
rejeeted a move fo reguire
_ pe_oiil_e}i'téne}?ing'-._t_h'@ir :

fes of live pirth,
People renewing -_t_heizf_;-_ i

'sh'o_uid not he b
passports to subm quieh :




fost; said Premdent;ai spokesman Sal-
vadm Panelo. .

“Heissued ihestatement after Depart~
ment of Toreign Affairs (DFA) Secretary
Teodoro Locsin J5. sald & “pissed” pass-
port production’ contractor the govern-

__jf vaent hiad: i:ermmated “made off” mtil G e
) the data.; o :
Defense Secretarv Delﬁn Lorenzana .

that the personal database of the public

- was talken by the company.
- “Itis a security concern. Ibeheve _
“this® happened several years ago. The '

passportmaker took all the data when ¢on-

~iract terminated. Locsin said passports

xe,sued aftet' 2(!09 do not need to submit

3
the ides of reqmmg applicants to bring -
-their birth: certxfic&te for passport re-
newal. o .
: “Appheantsshmﬂdnotbeburdenedby

0 need for bmh

. . ceri:ﬁcates JU.'%F: because then' &ata was

“cothe up with an appmpﬁate sohtion so
£ that nothing'of thxs sort happens agam,” .
o Lozemana saic'i : :
S Ytisavery gxave secu iy.cencem-..
- and quiet alafming, These are personal
information stch as full name, date and -
. place of birth and other information that
_ could be used #legally,” he added - - -
“The situation prompted’the DFA to
“ebuild” its databaseforpasspmtszssued -
- before 2010 because a previous outsourced

5.the, «;&g}t@l SOV, e
~of the document is aiready stored in their - -

submzttmg oiigiiial copies of their certifi-
catesoflive birth, obtaining which requires

BT PAsSPOTiS] cause Lne producer-
lost their relevant data” Panelosaid. . -

- “The submission of the vld or current

- passpoit which the applicant seeks to
-renew should suffice for the purpose. The
' ongomg practiceisot only curmbersome

to-everyone affected but is a form of red

tape which this administration frowns

upon and will not tolerate,” he added,
- - Serious matier

Despxte this; Panelo said the passport ;
bx*each isa “serions and grave matter”:
“i. According to the Palace official, the
Natmnal Privacy Corimission (NPC) has
been directed to mvestlgata the incident -
and dseertain whethier certain provisions
of the Data Privacy Act of 2012, have
been’ vmlated partmtﬂarly with- re‘spect .
to'the perscmal mfozmazzon of: the data '

subjects,

*sist the DFA

-.xrut;gate its ill effect” Eorenvanisaid:

ey investigation showld not, how-
_ever end here since the current arrange-

Cinentfor the printing of passporfs should

“alsb be examined to determine if thereare

violations of pertinent laws which maybe .

defrimental to the public,” Patelo séid. -
£We e, one with the Filipino people

dering why the previous contractar was

€erm.1nated inthefirst place
- “Whywas thie previous contractor ter-

: zmﬂa’oed‘? Newtechnology? Then demand
.. iLyo scguire the new, teclmologz butleave . .
thejob toit. Diba{Right)? Butthat means -
S s kickbaek T short; peoplemade money :
e by changing confractor,” he said. _
.7 Locsin also said the DFA did nathmg _
- about it or could not do anything about it
“hecausé they were in the wrong.. How- "
ever, he assured that such. mcuient w111 _

yiot happen again. -

" «We dliel nothing about it or couldnt
hecaise We were in the' wrong: It won't -
happen agam Passports pose. national -

securily issues and cantiot be kept back

by prwate entmes Data beiengs to the _

if thieir cguest for truthrand so'we will'not-~

{reat thls issué lightly” he added.
ey hweet; Locsin said he was wen-

statenesad

holders could be assured that their per
‘sonal information would be protected, . |

““How can we bé stite? 1 don't kmow,
Why you guys who understand data so-

qwslﬁon and pmt@ﬁhon Sh{}lﬂd keep up,, e

the atf;acks ” he saxd

toretrieve the persorzal mformatmn 1f stﬂl
remevahie L

LW will geti in teuch wmth the DFA to
findoutthe details of this issue and hewto

- Barlier;, Secretary Locsin vowed to
“autopsy” those behind the alleged data |
breach in the passport system; as well

as the “yellows” who orchestrated the |

existing service contract to manufacture |
the E-passport. ’




Ina series of tweets over the weekend,
Loesin suggested that 4 Senate probe
should be held in order to unrask those
who perpetrated the crime and for t_he_ }
Department of Justice (DOJY to file fhe ?

' late tharges., - . FE
é?pg?%tzumpsithe 'ygﬂov?s’iwho-&d :
the passports deal alive. This is caHgd |
evisceration,” Liesin _Salfi, apparently
g bo people closely identifed with
the Aquino admitistration, =

- Locsin's reactions came foliowy&g
reports that former private contractor, |
Oberthur, reportedly tack all _ﬂl_e_!gas_s-
port data when its contract was abr t_lpiiyf
terminated to give way to the entry of -
APO Printing Unit, a tiny arid littie-lno

neh company that
--was-lnre_ébythegmgkoﬁen&aing__ lpi- |
nas (BSP) through bidding, to supply ail
the. materials necessary-to produce the -,
‘machinereadable electronic passports

“(MREPs). -

R IheBSPWastheoﬁciaIp@gtemfth
_-ippj;;ep&sspﬁxffmm'z{)ﬂﬁtb‘_201_5.’1’_tsagree~ ’
ment with the DFA was teminteg three
years ago'to give way to APO/'s entry

. Loesin said ‘the ‘current. problem
1hat the DEA s facing started under the
- adttiinistration Of former Pre dent Glo-

e 2bagal-Arroyg and Sgof sorsen:

< “0lved by PRRD (Presiden
Z&nd:DFA:ﬁn&éfLﬁifsinfﬂzﬁ yei-
4 who perpetrated the passpor.

fraud are in panic because we dre gonna
autops _:;g:h:gir._:crooked deal Periad * ha

. Hefurther asstred that “n

0 powsron
b

=
“the fareign affairs chiefsaid. . .~ .
. Since Locsin assumed office last

those who are renewing their passports
to presenit their birth Certificateg, - -
o -_Meanw}hi_le, Catholic Bishops Confep.
ence of the Philippines Episcopal Com.
mission on Migrantsand Itinerant People

passport systém shord be probed. -

. Santos said the matter should be
thoroughty nvestigated and those guilty
punished for the sake o overseas Filiping |

- proviers who will lso be affected by this

- “We appeal for thorough’ investiga- |
tion, 10 -sacred cows, thoge guilty be |
prosecuted,” he sajd (With & repoit from
Leslie G. Aquing) SRR '

N
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lata stolen
- BY ASHZEL HACHERG

FORMER Forcign Affaits Sccretary
Perfecto Yasay Jr. vesterday said car-

- tent Foreign Affairs chicf Teodoro

“Teddy Boy” Locsin Jr.-could have
been “misinformed” about the sup-
posed breach of data of passport
holders as he belied Locsin’s claim
that data was stolen by a private
passport printer after its services
were terminated by governmenst,
Yasay also said Locsin may have
been given the wrong information
by certain DFA officials to “de-
flect the real issue of the passport

Page: %

mess,” which he said is the viola...._.

‘ton of provisions of the contract

cawarded 0. ARO Droductionddnitee

" ne (APUD) for the producton

of machine-readable electronic
passports, whick states the agency
could not subcontreact the project
to & private firm,

~#So it was, to vy iGd, o that

score that Secretary Locsin was
misinformed,” he said —

See YASAY  Page B3




YASAY

formed,

“I iove Perfecto Yasay but I am
not “misinformed’ although I lack
more information on what (Chief
Presidential Legal Counsel Salva-

"dofy Panelc rightly séys demhands’

deep investigation: the anomalous
DFA-BSP-Oberthur/APO pass-
port contracts, My predecessors
seem 1o be panicking ! den'tknow
why,” Locsin said.

Yasay, who served as DFA chief

_from June 2016 to March 2017,

sald it is impossibie for French
firm Francois-Chazles Oberthur
Fiduciare (FCOF or Oberthur) to
run away with the data as claimed
by Locsin last week.

He said when the DPFA awarded
the producton of a new electronic
passport system to APULin October
2015, which subconrracted it to Usited
Grephic Expression Corp, (JGEG),
Oberthur simply “withdrew™ as it
alteady completed its contract.

“When APO and UGEC came
in, Oberthur withdrew, After all it
was just assisting the government in
the management of the operating
system for free. Oberthur already

sue on the passport printing mess
bt “some powerful members of
Congress intervened, powerful
members who are also members of
the Comumission on Appointments
(CA), and said there was nothing
wrong with the contract.”

“Yasay failed to'get the CAnod

for his appointment as foreign
affairs secretary, leading to the ap-
pointment of Alan Peter Cayetanc
to the postin 2017,

He declined to identify the
Congress members who allegedly

_intervened.
Locsin reiterated the current

adzmmstmtmn has nothing to do
with the mess, He said the problem
started during the rime of then
President, now Speaker Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo. '

He also said there is “no leak so
far” of the passport dara.

“But the data is possibly hope-
lessly corrupted and at any rate
inaccessible now or we are being
lied to as usual,” he said, adding that
Oberthur, out of irtitation, depos-
ited the data in a watehouse in Lipa
and refused to give the access code
50 it could now be “corrupted.”

The National Privacy Commis-

“completed 1is contract. o say now
that Oberthur ran away withthe

sion ‘appealed For the public 16
stay, calm and. ro wait for. ofﬁmni._____;_:____;_._ R e

SR Badidn Yashy said A Tace-
i hook postthat isofnetinge i Q¢

T dard iz mmpietc y false,” Yasay said

in an interview with ANC News.
“There is no data breach by

Oberthur. Computerized passport

data has

. always beenwith the DFA which

it turned over to APUL-UGEC”

he added.

tober 2015, the DEA awarded the
contract for the printing of the
e-passports to APUT which then
“subcontracted” it to UGEC, He
added that when the APO and
UGEC took over the passport
production, the data, which was
initiglly in the facility of Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas, was moved to
2 faciity m Lipa, Batangas.

With this, Yasay said the DFA
may not have been able to access
the data because of the new system
by APUI and UGEC.

“Iris preposterous and malicious
and completely false for the DEA
or anyone else to say that Oberthur
ran away with the data because they
could not rusn away with it,” he said.

Yasay, in the same intcrview,
also said he tried to resolve the is-

2

' "'ﬁndmgs of any inquiry.

In an interview over radio dzBB,
NPC Commissioner Raymund Li-
bors said the agency will conduct
an investigaton and inform the
public about the status of their
personal data.

Defense Secretary Delfin

are ready to assist the Departmens
of Forelgn Affairs in investigations,

Lorenzana described the inci-
dent as a “security concern.”

Albayalde said he considers the
data breach “not only a threat to
nationat secutity but alse a threat
to our ideatities because many
Fifipino who acquired passporss,
all thelr informaton are there,”

Panelo said his office is looking
inta the incident which he said
Malacafiang considers as a “setions
and grave matter.”

Panele, concurrent presidential
spokesman, said he is asking the
DFA, the Presidential Communi-
cations Opesations Office and jts
attached agency APUTL and UGEC
for documents, — Witk Jocelyn
Montemayor and Victor Reyes

Lorenzana'and PNP chief Oscar Al 7o
‘bayalde said the DND and the PNP v
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eCHons and th

C hat simifar
eld in the nationa) hegd.
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- netemycle mthout plate num{\ars ard )
~igmored the police and. Comelec person--

o first day of the setting up of the Phlhp»'_:”ne} manning the checkpoint around 1:15°

LA aiGracevﬂie'\}Hage i :
+“The personnel tried to flag dmm the |
; “motoreyele but instead of vielding it ac~ -
‘. celerated, which pz’ompted the po jce to-
chase the. susgects ' Castil sa:d

i; _._.p;ne \Jational_ Pohce and Commlsswn

'j' Sunda}

Cwhile: pcssubie Byt mutesi :
: vvergs bl ocLed by mabﬂe patmls ' ;

vertaken, nnmedmtely rroi off from fhe
T Detoy : .motorcycie and fired shots toward the re-
:secun‘y but it st up fo the Cormmssmn‘ _ _spondm" personnel; promptmﬂ them to
“on Elections toapprove it o . retaliate,” Castil said:. . :

Supt Orlando Castil’ Jr.; Clty of San. +- The police caliecteé @ 45 cal. mstoi a. ]
lose’ Del “Monte City, ‘chief of police; 38-call revolvér and tI*e mctoreyde used.
said the two s!am men were ndmg on a fby the suq;aects STl Nextpage

2 ?(iii d

"_:j _ Framdl

Meanwhlle Semor Su t“Chsto B:' )

: pemt mAngattown Ll
2 %The’ suspects shouted towards the .
-poirce manning the checkpoint: and ac—'
- celerated their tricycle and tried t evade
“Varrest: They were: 1mmedlateiy chased"'
“anid arrested, The suspects were under
. the influence of liquor:? Bersahima said.
o “Appmpr;ate “criminal cemplamts
©-.-against the arrested SUSPEcts are How’
- being piepared fez ﬁimg bafmc the
court.” PNA
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‘as the May 2019 midterm elec- - against local ‘chief exécutives government. ;
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tetior and Local Government huwag magpa!oko at magba yad g - ported the Commumstl’arty of - (iocal government units) and .
i ' . ’che gy 1pp1nes and its armed | _ ' 25
Pone _ Feople's sure. tha
_ Ar.my; t}u'ough the paymen f . and p loparties are. aE«_';--
“ ferorista (Just a reminder ot to - permit to campaign fees. . low npéred. entrance -
do “be duped and pay ‘permit. o o "Under: this seherne; they.;_fgm every LGU and to ensute’
15:155U8 - -camipaign’ or ‘permit to win' . demand money from candr—:_-_' the peace and orderin allzueas :
-'Q-.dum'mrc:u}ar remmdmg all to communist groips the gov- -~ datesin exchange for allomng “including those donsidered as
governors, mayors and clector-+ erniment considers: terrorists),” . them ‘o enitér and campaign  hotbeds of insurgeficy, so that
al candidates that they could DILG spokesman Assistant “freely in the hinterlands that"all candidates and: political -
be held liable under Republic “Secretary Eduardo Maiaya said - are within their area of opera«' “parties are given access to.the
_Act 10168 or the Terrorist Pre= __m astatement. il . 'tmns o Malaya said. “sielectorate durinig the. campaign:
" vention and Suppression Act: - The DILG directed all re ' He described the act asa 'penodmthoutmtnmdation o
“Many reclectionists are in "gmnal provincial, city and mu- _'fﬂrm of extortion of the robel 'mampuiaho by any gmup,"
the heat of campaign mood, * nicipal peace and order coun- - 10 raise funds to fuel tLezr -_._'_he said. r)h,z :

uring. ng 2 solyernona mgg_'
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By Matthew Rwsmwémz
. @MatthewINQ -

o '_Off:mals of tivo state umversr-"__:

ties on  Monday expressed
alarm over the Phillppine Na-
tional Police’s claim that their
students  were visiting New
People’s Army (NPAY camips as
part of immersion -activities,
then - being intimidated : by

Tebels into joim‘ng the insux-

gency.
The fresh alkegauens ievxeci

sense-of dé&ja vu months after

both schools, along with 16 oth-.

ers, were linked by the military

te a supposed plot to oust the

% I"&Si(iﬁﬂt

oft “officials mth a

the allegations

i '-véry Cidise

“It's the-old "Red scare” at work.”
. Both Tan and Jose Dalisay,.

UP vice prés:tdent for pubhc af-"

fairs, said it was their first time . .

to hear of these immersions at

hinterfand communities in La-
guna province, inforination the

police allegedly gieaned fmm
NPA surrenderers.
N Wrdng basis'

- Tan said he would not be

surprised if the PNP were to
‘use the former rebels’ state-

filing of memnbery of the mili-
tant Alilance - of Concerned
Teachers. . .

-For Irus ‘part, PU? s student
regent, Ron Cervantes, called

Eies, ‘saying these placed: sty
and

mothing but
_means to stoke fear was an at-

mum‘ty in danger e e
. Cervantes, a'student of the
PUP. extension school in

Maragoadon,. Cavite: province,
said the police had recently ad-
ministered a survey inside the
campus that sought toelicit in-
formation about members of

'progresswe prganizations.

~ The PNP Calabarzon office
that copducted the survey was

‘also the one which révealed the

alleged immersions in Laguna
province.

They are, nsing these as.an.,

frcnt of ‘the fight agamst ‘the
administration’s policies, That

A5 how desperate they are,” Cer-
vantes gaid. -
According to Tan the PNP s‘ o

use oflmmersmn activities as a




pritnacy on learning cutsw‘;e
the classroom.
“We continue to uphold our

right to educate studenfs in a’

holistic way whichrincludes exs

-posure torealitiess We are not:
“abott to' stop oy freld activi
“tiedhesaid, “we' eannot ha'an-
ivory tower-—that is to betray
_ourmlssmn as educators. L

“reports: that
“dents] -
.- tell‘them’ that they can nevet -
- come .down because; they will
“be targez:ed by the: mxlztary and‘

Balay Kahoy :at Barangay San
Antonioin Kalayaan,

“It's part of their immersion
to see what life is like in the

*mountdins,; [but] we also have
vhilewsfthesgtu=

are there,f{the NPA] lei: '

S ._Zpohce LCarranza <aid..

PNP’S claim mnfzrmeé

At a press conference in
Camp Crame on Monday, the
Calabarzon police director,

Chief "Supt. Edward "Cérranza;

said that 20 NPA members from

Kalayaan, Laguna province, -

who - surrendered over the
-weekend confirmed the PNP's
claim that students “from the

'es_ were bemg re-

“That's Why we have a prc»
ject to monitor schools because
there are groups that ave just
front organizations for {the re-
cruitrfent - of qtudents], ~he

‘added.

One of tﬁﬁNPA members
presented to reporters said that

the students=—two to eight at a

time~~were supposed to- stay
h

‘gtudents permd;ca]iy visited
“Sitios Pulot, - Magololon and

CSAYMEET.OAMIL H\IQ




“of coHege students by f:he New Peopie S sion
_-_;'Army (NPA) who arg repor ted}y first

“lured to' visit y poor ¢ :

: aiabarzen (Cavite
Rw

Said
'om the University o the Philip: - :
.pmes (UP) and the Poiytechnz @5 L

i m...—-—..__-—u,_ i

_ Cemmums! rebels ff}mner}yoperai <
mg in.Lagina 2nd nearby provinces
cenﬁrmed yestgrday the reez mi:ment

-
b
5




University of the Philippines (PUP)
- regularly vigit them. . :

- «They would go fo somme far-flung

| communities for research but some

oose b

would:

of thera:would no longer: go back and
' stay,” said alias Ka

.. The students are Teportedly led to-
soin the regular commuist rebels i
“finding safe routes outof the rebel lair.
. The problem, according to Car-
rariza, is that the students are some-
“fimes pinned dowr once the operating

pased in Liaguna revealed in an inter-
view at Camp Crame.. " - S

colleges and universities thirough the
rebels’ Jegal fronts. . o0 oo
- (hief Supt. Edward Carranza, direc-
tor of the Calabarz
foens now is on persons who served as
point men in reeruiting the students.
. “We really have to find these people

because they are not only putting the
tives of these students at risk biitalso

e el el have long been
receiving intelligence reports ‘of the’

_supposed visits of college students'in

Teriown aeas where communist rebels

i ‘operatein Calabarzon.” . .-

e YK e S0ME THAY - HAVE. ‘7V_(:)1'ﬁri.tarﬂ3'r

" Ruben; one of the commuuist leaders -

R "7 He cited g case in
-1 "The reveldtion veinforced the al- -
“legations of the Philippine ‘National:
Police (PNP) that'the New ‘People’s

Army (NPA) has been recraiting in -

on.PNE said their

*dBstr6ying the filture and hope ofitheit: « Ehe, &

military units pon:therebel:
-group...

_ Batangas afew
years‘ago where some of those Kdiled .
' 'in:miiitary_"engagéments_We';fe_'coilege

Y PR I O

" Carranza said some of the rebel
surrenderers were. members of the

- Duroagat tribe living in the moumtain-

ous areas of Laguna. -

. “These Dinmagats were recruited

“fromm 1097 to 2016 under Bagong Huk-

" Yong Bayan: They were’ issued -hand-

guns and loag firearms stich as AK-A4Y

and:M16 rifles,” sald Carranza;. .-

. /The firearms were turned. oy 1t
etk en they,

Huge mistake
. Meanwhile, the Liga Independencia
Filipinas, a group of former NPA rebels

| -joined the local commitnist rebels, Car-
+d some have been tricked into

‘peoplé and poor communities Qiving .

| in the motntaing of Calabarzon. After .

| thie visit, the cormmunist Tebels would .

| reportedly tell the students they haveto: .
stay alittle longer dugto the presenceof -

| police and military forces who detected
| theirarrival’ e .

were first fured into visiting indigenous

picketed The Netheriands Embassy
‘and asked the Duteh government to ter-
sylum statu '

Joma Sison and repatriate him to ihe -
Phi_iipp’in'eé't__d-fe’ige_'pul‘i_is_hnienf._
Nolan' Tiongeo, leader. of the anti-
‘communist group said Sison has con- -

safe haven while the communist grotp
“he founded Jost touch of its purpoeseé to .
* bring injustices tolight in the country. . -

R BB

nosense,

. past five decades 'so I don't
thiey can. Right now,
toa band of ex
“and rabbers, evena terrorist group,”. .
*added Lacson, former PNP chief. (With -

“Ang mangyayari pa, mas marami
pang injustices na idinilot ang mea
giyers g New Pedple’s Army (NPA):
Maraming nasakian af namatay, wala

naming naligtas katulad ng dapat san:
‘ang mithiin ng grupo (What happened
“hereis more injustices were broughtby
’the NPA Many were wounded; nothing

‘as been resolved),” Tiongeo said. .o
... The 50:year struggle of the ¢

* munist group showed 1o o
- Tiongeo said most of the rebels

who joined during his time dropped.

* the fight because they realized It made -

" “Malaling pagsisi namin na dating
kabahagi ng movement ang. pagsali.

- Mali yung pakikipaglaban, mismo yung
“ipriga kasamana nakikibaka, silamismo

yung nag-aaway away at karamihan ay

‘Yerroristic act (Joining the movement

was a huge mistake. Fighting was

- wrong,our comrades in the groupwere

fighting against each other, mostly ter-
roristic acts),” he added. |

ge the executv par-
y the DOJ. to follow up with the

case thattheyfiled calling—..... |
ption of the NPAasa ter-
yhic 'd. d d'r_:

"~ Tty have ot succeedsd for the

tortionists, arsonists

a report from PNA) -

i
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'ev R(}V.Q.R Mennf cin‘g{s%eu]; s"o-théy'j'usts'ay‘.yes',”";;

TUIDEN TS from’ the Un ive rs:ty of th-e--z_----' . He added that their group sur--
rendered to the: gevernment be--

Philippines (UP) and Polytechnic University -

- cause’ they could not see the | oal
of the Philippines (PUP) were being forced * r e Con};’mumst group anymgme_

| .by the New People’s Army (NPA) to be part of the ' PNP Chief Director-General”

) rebellxon, according to the police and recent rebel  Oscar Albayalde said;they were
still conducting diakogues with the

group- members whe surrendered to- authorltzes - Commission on Higher Bducation

on Monday EEEE L and Department of Bducation on
- Chief Supt Edward Carranza, iltary Area 4A -how o prevent coliege students
..:-r*‘,.s-,k.. rzonregionaldirector saié; ' : i :

wereipresented_-.

: news't in C; orme and now are aware about - '
_regxon for immersion in commu-  The group yielded one r1ﬂe,' - what's happening with their sti-
_pities living there, but would later - two- shotguns,: three. homemade -dents. These students sometimes .-
be told by NPA members that they 'shotguns, four revolvers, one - get their minds poisotied, ofthey
. could not return to mainstream _submachine gun, one. rifle; one  will. go_to_the.mountains; have| .
_ society as they were alréady tar- {ragmentauon gxenade, one rifle ._-thels xmmersmn, and then.he
‘geted by the government armyand - ¢ - forced to stay the '

Carranza said ‘the information ‘dents were: threatened by NPA " listof 17 universities in'Metro Ma-
_came from the 20 NPA members -members to Join the commuﬁist;}-:imlg, including UP and PUP, whére
. who surrendered on fanuary 11 in rebel group. - o the Reds are a]legedly reczuxting
Kalayaan, Laguna to Sub Regional . . “You will be scareé af a gim 1s-_§_-' students to: join- thelr group
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. STUDEN
- and Polytechnic University of the: Philippines are

TS from the University of the Philippines

“ane ~g those being targeted for recriitment by the

- Nevs People’s Afmy, a group of New People’s Army

vrevels who surtendered to police authoritiss it Cal: -
~abarzon tegion claimied, : s '

Fhe infortation was given to police 'a'nd'_x'miifa'ry '

- hvestigators by some 6f the 20 NPATebels who yield-
: Office 4-A and the Army’s .
-an incident on November 30, 2017 in N asugbu; Batan-

ed:to the Police Regional

g Brigadé in Katayaan, Laginia- last Friday -and

Satirday, said Philippine National Folice chief Direc- .

tor General Oscar Albayalde.

ome {ho; return: of 20 members ot tli

~Ephanced Comprehensive Local Integratins Progain, "

-~ communist New Peo le’s Army, some beloriging’

1
oy sl over the wedkend  in"Ka
layaan, Laguna. Upir their surrender; they Rirned in

genoy

+'12 different types of high-powered Firearms and Sev-
-..eral grenadé. projectiles. They now

enjoy the states
guaranteed Jdiberty to Jead normal lives with their
families anit possibly benefit from the govermment's

Albayaide said,.- .
The PN chief said that

herh

he surre
ak
iy barzon |
placed’ the natiorwi

é%io
e strength of the

i ¥
NPA at a little over 3,000, with around 170 in Region

. According to PROA-A director Chiaf Supt. Edward

Carranza, the former NP A members gave formal state-

~mentsthat UP and PUP students were visifing them as

«part of the “iminersion program:

_anymore to their homes and
wiil be targeted by the police T
o Carranza -said that there wis nothing, really. new.

-in the countryside,

twice or thrice
‘NPA runner/counrier;

NPA-spotter;
Ka Banal,” an

However, after living for af least 4 day i NPA
Sanctuaries, the students will be told they eart retisrn
universities since ihey
and the military.

‘with the exifahely’ claims. He mientioned several nci-

- dents wherein young government stholars were killed

in clashes between NPA guerrillas and security fotees

The Calabarzon police director, .;Sa"i‘ﬁﬁfr!arly clted

gas that left 15 suspected NPA gunmen dead, ohe.of
fhem ater identified as anila.shadent, AL 15, .

‘Albayalde said that 19 of the rebels opérating tnder |
the NPA’s Sub-Regional Military Area 4-A based in
‘Laguna and the nearby ‘provinces ‘surfendered last
“Friday in Bgy. San Antonio, Kalayaan municipality
while anothér, who was armed with an M-1 Garand

rifle, surrendered last Saturday e

- An information obtained also revealed that sever. :
al students from UF and PUP were p ally Visit:
ulot/ Sitis Magolelon and g

VILIE PIovisionsy rations 1o the rebsls
a week,” the PRO4-A director said.
He identified the surrenderees as “Ka'Saro,” an
“Ka Ruben,” & Dumagat chief-
tain; “Ka Bonay,” another Damagétchiefsain«mm'eq :
“Ka Raul,” an NPA helper/ couriet;”
NPA intelligence:agant: “Ka An fo




~an’NPA cotrier; “Ka Nosa,” another NPA courier;
Ka Gibo,” an ' NPA- member; “Ka Tata,” an NPA
Leouriery oo o
“Ka Deling,” an NPA Dumagat organizer who was
said to be the wife of a Dumagat leader who was shot

+ deadby Ariny soldiers in Luisiana, Laguna in 2003 and
whase two sons. reportedly-fled-their: homéssinKas
+layaan town dfter being harassed by the miditary; “Ka”
Joseph,”-an:NPA member; “Ka:Grace; T s NP A #5-
cruiter; “Ka Orlan,” an NPA courier and Dumagat

“leader: “Ka:Bab,” an NPA supporter/spotter;: "Ka

:Olan,” an NPA miemiber; “KaLindo,”.an NPA courier;:
“KaMentong,” an NPA riember: “Ka Male,” anNPA...

“helper; and “KaArnan,” also an NPA member. .
-~ Speaking for fhe group, “Ka Ruben” sajd they were
forced to yield dite o the hardship they were experi-
encing while living'ir the mountains and convinced of
- President Duterte's siricerity to help them retumn to the
hainstream of the'sacipty.” ol
“Maraming giistong magbatik-loob at hindi na Po
‘namin alam kung ano ang aming pinaglalaban,” he

said. .. :

.. - The surrenderees turned over a Garand rifle, two
-12-gauge shotguns, four cal. .38 revolvers, three home-
made 12-gauge shotguns, one Ingram machine pistol,
-one fragmentation grenade, a rifle grenade, 10 live M-

tion, 62 cal. .38 buflets and 195 rounds of cal. 9mm

- Carranza said that the 20 surrende

" their implemenitation of their own "Coplan Termina-

- tor i and “Coplati Katutubo 2018~ aimed atconvine-
ing more. NPA members and - sympathizers in the
region to yield. !

e 203 ammunitiony. 175 roundseab: 1 2:gavgeanimumis o

dasaresultof




'bemg targ'eted for"re-'

eruftinent By ‘the New
People’s Army in the
countryside, a group-of
NPArebels whosurren-
-dered to policé autliori-
ties in Calabarzon regwn
claxmed -

~The 1nfarmat:ou was
given to police and military
investigaiors by some of the

{ the Police

-layaan
i and ‘Saturdav smﬁ Pinlzp~-
*pine National Police ehief, .
 Difeciof Gt.nera] Ost‘m D :
'. Albcwal&e :
A\ S welcome 1hig retum'- :
_of 20 members of the com-
Cmmiunist New People’s Ay,
“sore Lelotiging 16 the 1a:

digenous Peoples iribe in
Southern Tagalog region
whe surrendered over the

weekend in Kalayaan, La-

guna. Upon their surrender,
they turned-in 12 different
types of high-powered fire-
arms and several grenade

er,’
member;

figence agent;

Ka. Tata,” an

Ty o ledd nr)mml R With
stheindamilie
el T
Cments Enlianced Cipre
hensive Loecal Intogration
FPrograin (E-CLIP)” [Gen.
.'Aibayaiép saidi g
“The PNP ch:of’ seid that -

candiporsibly
e govel

the surrender of the 20 is
another indication of the
weakening of the rebel

movement particular] 1y in -
~that 19 of the rebels bper:

Calabarzen region. 'Gen.
Atbayalde placed the na-
tionwide stréngth of the NPA
at a little over 3,000 with
around 170 in Region 4-A,

According to PROJ-A di-
rector, Chief Superintendent

prniectiles Thoy now.onjor. . Bdwards e Covransas thes

the state»guaranteeé I1bez-

NPA members gave formal

Ha-Anto,

“Mentong,
Chary

an - NPA

portor spa‘mr ‘Ka. Olan/

“Ka Male,”

However aftm ,s.t'tymg

for at’ least 4 deyin NPA

- gAnotuas rios; Uie students
Wil he thld thay tan't ey

turn anymore since they will
be targeted by the police
and the mititary,”

Gen.- Albayalde -said

ating under the NPA's
Sub-Regional Military Area
4-A based in Laguna and
nearby provinces yielded 5
p.m. last Friday in Baran-
gay San Antonie, Ka-

angther. who was_armed

NPA me
an NPA

NPA courier; ‘Ka Deling,
an NPA Dumagatl orfaniz-

er who was said t6 be the .
wife-of a'Dumagat:loader:

who ‘was shot dead by
Army soldiers in Luisiana,
Laguna in 2008 and whose
{w¢ sons reportedly fled
their homes in Kalayaan
town after being harassed
by the military; *Ka Jo-
seph,” an NPA member;
‘Ke Grace,” an NPA recruit-
er, ‘Ka Crlan,” an NPA
courier and Dumagat lead-
er: ‘Ka Bob,” an NPA sup-

helper:-#nd “Ka Aman,” an
NPA& member,

 Carranza said that the
sirrenderers sirned over .a
Garand rifle, two 12-gauge
shotguns, four caliber .38
revolvers, three home-made
12-gauge shotguns, one In-
gram machine pistol, enc
fragmentation grenade, a
riffe grenade, 10 fve M-203
ammunition, 175 reunds of
12.gauge ammunition, 62
cal, .38 bullets and 185
rounds of cla. 9mm ammu-
nition. }

Cwith an M-1 Gmand mﬁe
-:"'_:im">r;dei*ed”'ﬂ'-" %

TCareaiiaa said that the
20 swrendered a5 0 rosult
of their, :mplementuimn of .
theti own Coplan Terming

“tor 1and Coplan Kifutubo

2018 aimed at convincing
more NPA members and
sympathizers in the region
te yield. .

He 1dentlﬁed the ui-
renderees as ‘Ka Saro,” an
NPA runner/courier; ‘Ka

Ruben,' a Dumagat chief-
taing; ‘Ka Bonay, another
Dumagst chicftain-turned

stayaanmamivipality swhilperie g
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Suspeci:ed commumst rebels-
; operatmg in.Lagung and. nearby.

Ka Rubenr oné.of the leadars of the

id have reguiar

surrendered to the paisce specifé— :
cally mentioned some students of
‘the:University ‘of the  Phili lippines

(UP} and the Polytechnic University-

of: tha' Phs!lppsnes (PUPY asithe
ones reguiariy visiting them. -

£ "They would ga'té some far-flung
cummunmes for.resedrch bitt soime

of ‘them would . no’longer ga back .

and would chose t stay,” sald alias

1tes confirmed yestarday the::
oy ment of. call@ge students:
'_whom they

i _Enteractions w:th them' m sman ]

Laguna; Batangas Riza); Quezcm),

said their focus now is ofi the' per- .
5015 Who sefved 3¢ polntrien forthe
visit of the UP and PUP students in
.the mountains of Rizal,-Laguna:and
- Quezon: {Aaron Recuanc:o)

93
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N:iumlang {imano af - s&. kabundukan upang -kumxkilos sa kabundu—_.;
1pinupuwersang sumaps_."i magsagawa Umano “Karvng Laguna ﬁlzal at: .
‘sa killsanng-mga.re- . ng: pananaitks;k s ka—.--- i i

":_eswdyante ng Urn af
sty ot the Phﬁappmes_:
(UR)iat Po%ytechm
_'_-Unwersaty of the:Phil
“ippines: (P Py i : i s
‘balwarts nitong tetitory Arami nang mga’ka- - BARZON pero ‘gadalhin.
partikular na: sa’ Sauth-_ “hataang mag-aaral; ang . paldsa kutang mgaire
e’ Tagalog:: umakyat at nagtungo g3 beldekung $agn pinag-
o ang nablilgar Kas “Kahilang kuta s isaig- sasabihan ang mga
_hapon matapos namang .- jugar:sa kaburndukan . itong kailangan nifang .
isuruko sa:CALABAR:: nglalawiganng Laguna: . manatili nang: ‘matagal
ZON {Cavite, Laguna, . kung saan niré-recriiit. dahitan 'sa’ presensya.
‘Batangas, Rizal, Que- " ang mgaitong sumapr;:'ng mifitar-at:puiisya na-
zon) Police ang 20 NPA" sz NPA movement. - posible. silang mapas
rebeis nakaramihanay " SiKa Ruben ang i :sa-‘-' tay sa operasyon: '(Joy
mea kabatagn nanaka- g i ha i Cantos) i
siotngitim na‘bonngts - s
nang iharap sd media- -
5»:;men~san®amp£;&ma ;

: g e
: :__.:-mhlrap_na kom_ nldad_
Cond naﬁsmrahan' S8 ka~ 3

_Kalayaar, i_aguna noony:
Enero-11:ng taong it ha-
~hang. sumunod namang
. simukoang isa ga g Ak
“stmunod na-araw,

e KiRUMPIEMANG nsang,
“alyas Ka Rubsn naDik- ik

timang panltisnlang ang - _I;m?fxsmtan a PINE
: ati) ¢t CALABARZON Police

! . 5
rebeﬂs na 1psnagsasama

27
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20 Dumagat rebels surre

- has announced the miiss surrvender of
: members of the Communist Party of

the Philippines/New People's Army;
National Demoeratic Front (CPP/N PA;

NDF) helonging to “Katutubo™ here .
. yesterday L

Chief Superintendent Edward Car-
ranza, divector of the PRO4A said the
rebels surrendered on January 11 and
14 at Brgy San Antonio, Kalayaan, La-

| CAMP VICENTE LIM. Laguna -
- —The Police Regional Office-UAL- "
ABARZON (PRO-CALABARZON)

“adjacert provinces.
o Sorhe of ey hold sensitive positions
Bike organizer, inteliigence, recruiter; and

leader of Pumagat tribal group.. -

. Carfanza said the surrenderers.
were received by the combined elements
of Regional Inteliigence Division 4A.
203nd Brigade and 1st Infantry Battal-
Lion. Philippine Army through COPLAN
“Terminator 172018 and COPLAN

- “Katutuho” 2018,

- The Dumagats who are from 2 re-
mote area of Kalayaan, Laguna, served
a5 letter courier, delivering rice, canned -

- goods and vegetables to the NPA rebels .

in the mountai

- Also.served, as..

guna. They wers reparted to be uader

+SubRegional Wilitary Area ISRITEA™




forl iivehhoed nd P15,000 for
rlmmedmte asszs_ nce--r'--

-ky M&yai’i& Padmo S
ami Kath!gm Mae mﬂqme:‘m o

_ Some 76. formez 1ebe}s receWed-'
'lzvehheod ‘assistance and firearms

remuneration from Davao City Mayor
Sara Duterte during the Enhanced

Comprehensive Local Intégration:
Program (B- CLIP) bensfits awardmg
{;eaemonv at the Grand Men Seng -

"Gamp Crame that ¢ & New
' (NPA) is ﬂiegally reermtmg students” _
- Trom; the Umvexsmy of the P}uhppmes
~and: Polytechmc Unwers:ty af the
'thhppmes to'join the movement,

g .
Pia 09(} for 1mmed1ate ass:stance Cu
Twenty~seven of them will soon receive -
their firearms remuneration ﬁependmg:'

ple’s Army -

Ka: Ruben tcgether W}th A Gther

. suuenderers, was" p:esented by the_
- police Lo the meédia wearmg masks to
:conceal their faces, -

h

1mmer8mn actwﬂ;;es i the a,zea were

.bemg threatened (by NPA} that 1f they

Gaiabarzon Puhce' Regmnal Of ‘ce

'eratmns, ‘Carranza said. -3' .
Brig. Gen. Ernesto- Torres Jr., .
commander.of the 108rd” infantry
Battalion, said the cash- assistance
‘of the returnees comes. along w1th_
Iwehhood tmmmg, rehablhtatmn and
mm’ﬁtormg before they retum to the :
munity, L
‘Hope you wxli be abie to make the'
money grow,” Toues f:old the former :
ebels (FR). . _
“Each FR will have his/her own .

: mtegratlon plan: depending on hig skills. _

he city government of Davao will help
_ﬁe for

‘help.and assist former ‘vebels who-are

expected to heip hung peace tc ‘the
;regmn .
Duterte assnred the F‘R of safetv

and:security.au;

coordination
“with the Armed Ferces of the Phﬂzppmes

“(AFPY.~
Duterte Ilkewxse promlsed 15100.&1:}01: '
support from'the LGU. She said a housing .
“progiamin Los Amigos.in Tugbok District

has already been” prepared for the PR,
She also enceurage{i them to urge other
-rebels to avail of the E-CLIP

Representatwes from Landbank were
preserit’ {iurmg the distribution.. .

- BE-CLIP is a locaﬂy«dmven m&nageci

and 1mp}emented program aiming to
respond to the cu‘cumstances neéds and
concerns of the FRs through pr wwmn
of assistance,
_-.Under the B- (}L}ZP & province or
I‘ughly urbanized: ity serves as the focal
point of authority and manigement of
integration program to provide more
sustainability and consistency,

%




cities in Lyzon and Mindanao in
its electionr: watchlist areas for
the midterm polls in May,

PNP chief Director General Oscar
Albayalde cited history of violent elec-
tions in the past, as well as presence of
armed groups and other threat groups
stuch as communisi rebels, as the reason

2 for ineluding the 19 areas in the élection
et adto w0 o chotspot st S

he Philippine National Police - .

(PNP) has placed 194owns and.-

Heidentified these aS'S'.Lécﬁ.peﬁ, Bala-

-on; and Jonies townss in Isabela; Lemery
“in Batangas; Rogas town {n Oriental

Mindoro; Balud and Dimasalang towns in
Mashate; Daraga in Albay; Pagadian City
in Zamboanga del Sur; Cagayan de Oro
City; Hadjih Mohammad Ajul, Lantavwan,
TipiTipo in Basilan; Marawi City; Sulian
Dumalondong, Mamasapano, Shariff
Aguak, Shariff Saydona Mustapha, and

“Datu Unsay in Magiadanas.

.- The PNF initially listed 18 cities and
towns but: Daraga: townin Albay was .
included after its sitting mayor, Garkvyi -
Baldg, was accused of ordering the kill-
ing of AKO Bicol Parfy-list Rep. Rodel
Batocabe whio was supposed to ruti for
mayor of the town. .

~“We'also ineluded intense rivaley
and presence of big threal groups as the
reasons for theinclusion in the list,” said
Albayaide. A : :

Special case for security prepara-

tions, sccording to Albayalde; is tha-

i bato City and nearby areas following
the December 31 bombing thatleft three

people dead.

bomb attack.

“In some aress, we will see. We just

Albayalde seid they deploye
i
- v the'conduct of plebiscite 1or vl
-Bangsamoro Organic Law next week —
" which ig said to be the reason behzn.d.t;he

- deploy our person
fromthe policereg
- gaid Alpayalde:

have {0 consolidate our froops or re-
el particukarly coming
ional mobile groups,”

dabat-
ptabato.

will be

Y .

reinforced by the military, espe-
“ciglly in‘areas where g thz‘eat groups
" such as the comimunist rebels operate.

The PNP has already started-posi--
tioning its {roops around the eountry,

hen the
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ay sa electi |

& mea lugar ay - Fighters (BIFF), Dawlah

a kesaysayan ng  IsTamiyah- wlah
sathoa nagt

.- Tinukoy kahapon ng '
Philippine National Po- A

raga, Albay matapos i -
S TagE alay difO"'S'i'AkO'Bicﬁi iy
vii t"R‘epﬂffR P T

- £ ]
“idandoay nasd elactis
- hotspots sa - napipiiitony
- midterm elections.
abifaxi'g"_'cfitoéang; A
“mga by . Sudipen; - Sultan Dumalondo;

tal;.

adjth Mohammad Ajui,
Lantawan, Tipo-Tipo sa
“Basilan; Marawi City;

g B yang may imga presensya

aikalde dito na s Mayor ng mga amadong griipo -
atlwyn Baldo ang itinu-_at mga banta sa pamban..
furong mastermind. . sang sépuridad ulad g ar ohg
dipen; 1 fo abi ni Phil - mgarebeldeng New Peo-. Disyenbre 312018
: ofat Ji safala: -Mamasapano; Shariff 1150} olice: (PNP) - ple’s Army (NPA); Abu - ikinasawi ng dalawarg

" wigannglsabela; L mery: - Aguak, Shariff Saydona ‘Chief Director. General - Sayyaf Groap,-'Baugsa';l]]katao' babang 34 pa apg -
s Batangas: Roxas sa Mustapha at Datu Unsay Oscar Albayalde na'ang - movo Islamic Fréedoin “nasugatan -Foy Carifos-
Oriental Mindoro; Balug ssaMaguindanao o s B R TR R
at Dimasalanig - sa bayan- * Humabol ang-Da. ™
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Trooperslaunch

- ysNPAsi

e 33: %réns:ﬁsm Tuyay

_ ]TA(:LOBAN _CI'l“Y_—Govemment_
N _tmops have Ialmch

pui’su it operations -
nSamar .

ursuit operations

against . heavily-
whomn the soldiers engaged ma guabat—
tle Saturday morning.

-Nine Army soldiers were mjured in

“the ericounter which ‘oconrred i the

;mumcapahty of San Jorge in Samar,
“According to Lientenant’ Colonel Ri-

zaldo Laurena, commanding officer ofthe

63rd Infantry (Innovator) Battalion of the
Philippine Army, his troops and a group
f fully armed G of the -

“yebel fighters

Page: A;ﬁ

the rebels in a remote area in Barangay

: Bay—ang at around 6: SOam. o
. The soldiers were. mjured by shrapw

nels from & blast.,
~‘T'Hie Philippine Army ] 803rd Infan-

iry (Poacomaker) Briigade and the 6
Infantry - Division & the tebels-also

16 the fiearest hosp;’eal for treatmem
With PNA :
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9 soldiers

 hurtin clash

with NPA
in Samar

NINE soldiers were injuted Satarday

in Samar dutng a clash with New
People’s Army rebels who are sup-

posedly plotting attaclks in San Jorge

tow, the military said yesterday.

The soldiers wete hit by shrapael
wounds from explosives detonated
by the communist rebels during the
firefight, said Capt. Ryan Velez,
civil military operations officer of
the Army’s 803rd Brigade.

Velez said the soldiers, from the
63xd Infantry Bartalion were on secu-
tity operations in Barangay Bay-angat
around 6:50 am. on Sarurday when
i:hc) chanced upon the NPA group,

_ __.mandcr of the 803:d Brigade,

B GEE RN Bitong; com-' FETT

tﬂf}" ShERSAR them the R

communists “werc planning to liunch
tactical offensives” in the Bastern
Visayas region “to stay relevant.”

In Laguna last Friday, 19 NPA *
members surrendered £0 e DO~ oo

lice. Another on surrenaiered’l the
following day. EV)

Calabarzon regional police direc-
tor Chief Supt. Edward Carranza
said the rebels belonged to the NPA%
sub-regional Military Area 4-A. They
also surrendered 12 rifles, a rifle
grenade, and assorted ammunition,

Citing information from the
NPA rebels, Carranza said UP and
PUP students have been visiting
NPA areas in Laguna and members
of Dumagar tribe are prowdl;u_,
supplies to the rebels twice or
thrice a week, — Victor Reyes

The20were presentediuo PNE:
“ochief Oscar Albayalde yesterday:
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9 sundalo sugatan sa bakbakan

Malubhsng nasugatan

ang siyam na sundslo
matapos na pasabugan

g 6k3p§os;‘bo na-nauwi
w5a bakbakan sa.moa res

ard Infaniry Battalion (1)

“kasalukuyang patungo ang

tropa ng militar sa Broy,
Bay-ang, San Jorge, Samar

.nang. masaa.:d ang -ct;r@,sg}c_.

~oebeldangaNew Feoples s

oAy (NPA).sa isang Hbiib .
“né jgar sa Broy, Ray-ang;

- -Sandorge; Samar, !famaifaw :

' _-éawa ng umaga’

Ao kay Capiam Ryan"
Velez, Civil Milliary Opera-

tions {CMO) Officer ng A

my's 803rd infantry Brigade
{IB). bandang alas-6:50 ng -
_umaga nang mekasagupa

feyiropa g milidr éng bindi

‘pa madeterminang biang
g thga rebelde sa kagu-
“hatan ng nasabing lugar,

- Ayon sa ulat nilt Col
Bizaido Laurena, Com-

o anding Officer ng il\rmy’_S-

R e R

g NP
Aqad ’\BQ;’B&S’lng gﬁ.

:eksp osibo ang mga ra-

helde laban sa trcpang

- gobyerno kung saan nasu-

galan ang Slyam na sun
date nEfgEany s mau
sa bakbakan ang insidenta.

Argmga rebelde ay ma-
bifis na tumakas paiungoe

sz direksyon ng kagubatan
Bt aAg Mga sugatdn sa

kanilang hanay. _
Samanhialarg auad nas
mang isinugod 88 pagamil

Han ang mga sugatang e
_i)e ide para malapatan ng

ox  ar wtor

lunas. ffoy Camlos) 9} -

ik




"the security detajl’ .e'f"'l'd'ca'i i _C_ér'tép' Cramie and the :rééél'l'was
S i fieials from ‘bararnigay  formatized through an elaborate
; - T '-‘_ -__- :'. Y - '." . s e . -. Ay o o '. PNP Pﬂﬁc@
-The Philippine National = councilors up to sendtors. Lrogeam headed by_‘_  Pol
?olgéia(i’NP).ngkS to ensure - In & statenent, the PNP Secuvity and P rotection Group
the -orderly conduct of the. . said atotal 'of_457:p_oiice-;escqr_'t_s ; (PSPG) director (__E_hxef- Supt
|\ campaigns and the. midterni, iwere ordered to'repont back o  Pilmiore: :
- -f.._-_;_;.'p_ng;';c_,:yée_tﬁ;:.t;;-e:-quaerf;='f;é'--':é'q31;'- nati P

....ﬁé.;&m&?ﬂ.ﬁimg#[ e

. g

T DN e Politicians can then submit their period. Assighed secugit “detafl wilts
Th(?. NP -Sé_ud.a_ t()té}l___()f 457 - -CASD to the police’ Regional Joint ge-undergoingg-.“cmnpei;enzy and skills.
p{}lic_e escorts were ordered - Security Control Ceriter, which can jssue .- enhancement” training to refresh them

to report bac‘k.‘to'naticna‘i-"-‘_, ‘them a 30-day Témiﬁﬁl‘aly-Allthﬂriﬁy__for Of their past training and schooling

police headquarters in Camp- -_ﬁ;‘;ﬁ'f*‘itﬁ_’flﬁ?ﬁaﬁl‘aﬂd 36 will also be the ' remardingy tectiig VIR (veiy __

. . p_ﬂ_h{'ﬁé: mps, e
g on orders issied by the PSP@
:._.-_h?eS'et_i_ﬁ¢_n_-__th_-e-guideﬁngg;__ _ bk

o The: éb’gi_ “is ;-palf;_.-of--'the':};out_i_ne
...'.1.“"19’4‘3*}?01’1".'-b??*i."343199'1‘-"’430f‘ibe"‘i_"-'zb'y'  presieent, Senate presid
Commission _'on'_E!e(_ztia_)'ns-.{(}_omelec) .- thief justice, secretary:

 The rocall s part of the routing *
~election ban preseribed by -
af Commission on Elections -

- Resolution 10466, The resolution was-—and-Local-Government,
T passed fo Hnit-violence " during the i:_-_Ns_t_txcnal_ _-Defens_e,_;:
 heatied election period, and: c

. claty o
CGomelec chairman
* Atmed Eoroes

Dtions allowe DT ChIer g
 The PSPG added that politicians who - superintende;
- Tace setious threats or their lives'can .
+file a'case befors the Gomelec to obtain

rank of - AFP to hel in-s'eém‘it}f:f r
LT Pl ‘bets were alsp -advised to
“ocoordinate With military inigs

POlCe Wikl
or higher,” "

-'.Sidﬂs::iznprbvemeﬂ_t' PR _.di:ring:_the”campaign ‘peériod for
. -a Certificate. of Atthority For Security - . The PSP G also assured the Dublic thefr Security from ‘possible vebe] -
- -Detaii_f"(CASD) “to be: provided with: that the police “escorts “will 'not be' attacks,-.especially N ew Peoplels,
""'séb&'fi'ﬁy'éshérts despite the Ban.- o eft Hdle during the entire efection . ‘Army-infested areas, . T
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m

atgr @m @P

. mer Bayan Mima Rep. Satur Ocampo:
~ other alieged leaders of the Communist

_ peoples V:ptar;

L THE Department of Justu:e w:ll contite”
for

10 pur sue: ItS terrorism: C&SES E

Party of the Philippines and New Peo-
ple’s Army ‘despite beéing delisted from

government’s petition qeekmg to deciare
: them terrorists, . '

-Justice Secretary enax*da Guevarra
said the decision to drop the names.of
Gcampo, ‘National Democratic Front
of the Philippines: peace’ consultant
Rafael:Baylosis, United National spe-
cial rapporteur on rights of indigenmis

g B
tion case before the Manila' tegional tri-
al court-did not mean that they will nio
* -longer be linked to the tcrmnsm cases
fRevy £, Raquejo :




-

——E-——-« vanuary 2015

lom Fightey
the BIFF's mn,
1danao on aturday:
in Barangay Damak:
_:hng-a!_s_o:_res_u’l_tédfin; te recovery < -
of thice improvised explosive .
~devices and. three pistols, accord- -
g to Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejang, .
chief of the Anmy’s 6th Infantry
Division, 07
-Scrbejaﬁ'a_%ttributed the success

of the operation t6 the cooperas- =
'ﬁbn‘;‘sho_wnby_'ré'sident's:md-}(r_ca} S
officials. o v 0T
-~ Men

. raidon
e

agily

Mindanao and the 4ih
Special. iction Battalion of the . T
police assisted the military dug- -

ing theraid, ~ o e
. ' . E -T}}é'_.afre'sfed'_-'su's'p‘ects were '

RO ..;,f,o.II_OWé_r's'wQ'fmra'dik:él“"c}eri'es"fyas_
i ser 'SaIigan aiid Sheil_c 'Makak@fl&i; 3

Sobejana sai

tagped ep in
Tsulan; Sultan Kudarat Iast year, _

. i,
wre i



By JOHN UNSON

~ MAGUINDANAO = The
Jeader of the Moro Islamic Lib- 71
exation Fronif (MILE) yesterch
. : o
~since the Muslim_
“was founded in 198 S
Hadji Murad Ebrahim,
tman of the MILF's ceritral -
iltee, visited the Army’s
o Siongeo in

Ca:ﬁp:(}onzal

‘Maguindanao.

“foot it milia

leading the MILF in b
encounters with the

6th Infantry Division.

" “This for mie is very his-
tozic. This is my first time o
enter this military camp,;” the

old Murad told

camp her
rebel group

“Sobeija
6th1p.

* Murad graced. the _: j_m}i_ta'
ton of Maj. Gen. Cirilito
8, commander of the

" The 6th ID’s engagement
‘with Murad-was meant to -
e ‘sustain the cordiality between
It .was his first iy & ko set - the MILF and _'cffﬁ_cersai’_id mes
Iy camp since’ of the military unit in Central
Eoc'i_dy';'Miﬁdanao'.:_ R
Army's” - The MILF has more than accord. .
S30 _.gdv'ernmén'f—'recog’n‘izéd

thinfantry.
vision during -
his first over
visitto Camp
Siongedin.
Maguindanao -
yesterday, -

S SonN eSO

| region under sion, injustice and exploita.
its July 1997 interim ceasefire’ tion; not the miilitary as an
R - Organization, The ‘atmried

enclaves in the region under

"Our enemies are oppies-  conflicts we had were only

with Murad’s.y

D and itg h*oéps"'deplo
Central Mindanao, .

A Moro officet in 6th 1D,
Col. Markton Abo, also the di- M
_\_ris_ii);_i’s__c_iﬁ_f_i]~m’i_lii:ifr‘jf--rela’c'ibns i

officer, with thair spokesman,
Maji:Arvin Bncitias, helped
-Sobefara facilitate the fecep«
tionhorors for Murad.

- Murad aid Sobejana have
-agreed to coopérate in ensur-

e

creumstantial because (he
-military is part of the governs’
ment’s défense stricture. We.
Were never enemies,” Murad -
. toldithe troops. oot o

obejana said he'waselated -

ofbth
red i

: ing: the safét} OftheI an. 21

-plebiscite for'the Bangsamoro -

Ofganic Law (BOL)Y

o Muoadstartedasagueritia.

irrthie Moo National Libesa- _
tion Front in the early 1970s

h anized

o th P ah -_Qfg
‘the MILF shortly before 1980

“dug'to: irreconcilable differ-

ences with MNLF founder Ny
suaii. oo
The meeting of Murad and

“Army officials n Camp Siong-
‘o was also attended by repres
sentatives from the fet Marine
~ Brigade from Sultan Kudarat, -

where there is alse o strong -

-MILF presence. - / Fe
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MIN.F chief visits Army division headquarters _
CAMP SIONGCO, MAGUINDANAO-—For the first fime on Sun-
day, the feader of the Moro Istamic Liberation Front (MILE) setfoot
on the headguarters of soldiers that he and hismen had fought

“fiercely i the'Bast, Major Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, commander of the
6th Infantry Division, the Army unit that battled MILF fighters since.

* 1987, weicomed MILF chair Murad Ebrahim at 10 a.m, on Sunday.

“Never in my wildest dreams that I will set foot here and rub ethows
with military officials, many of whom were my arch enernies,” the
Ebrahim said. His visit reciprocated that of Sebejana who went to '
the MILF's Camp Darapanan in Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao, in _ A' oo

Algustlast year. The military used to describe Darapanat as “lioi's
e cho.. .

+~den.”Ebrahim told his hosts that “our eniémies now are not ea _
other but opptession, injustices, exploitation.” —epwin o, renmanEz
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_Chairman Murad Ebrahim
claimed that the Armed For ces of the.
'-'-.-Pthppmes (AFP)asan ‘institidionhas’
: never been the enemy of hxs revoluhon— :

s _
,m_!l__,éanuary 2019

hzm, pcpuiarly calle& Hachl Mm‘ad o
‘ told the rank and {ite personnel af the

m;ustzce and exploitation, not the 3
military as an organization. The armed - -

conflicts we had were only circum-

stantial because the military is‘partof

on Qct. 6 of same year’ R
_ - Murad and Galvez hive sifice main-
_tamed their partnershap bolstered by
their comimon push for the ratifteation -

Chief of Staff Carlitd Galver Jr hosted

‘the MILY chieftain on Nov..18, 2018. 1t

: 'f” :Gr’ai’béz’é ﬂfﬁ

" the govemment’s deiense structure,

CMiurad stressed

visit af the 6ID headqu p

“Sicngeo, Datu Odsn Smsuat Magum~ :
-danao :

Com‘i}atants of the GID and the '
-MILF havé figured int countless bloody

encounters that waned only when'the
country’s largest Moro revolutionary

‘group saw feats init§ 2013 and 2014 ma-

o

ryed

“The two MILF-GFH acoords, es-

.pemaily the 2014 Coemprehensive
* Apreement on Bangsamoro (CAB),

were the main bases for RA-11073,

Rodiigo Duterfe enacted in July last
year gsa major instrument in ending

) VErs: eper'atxonally the
Y prevmces ef Maguindanao; Sultan
: arat; VO a'-.Cotabato and, paz*ts uf

+the decades 6f sec:essmmsi:___r-:belhon.;:.
;m the cmmtry B B

by seve
porters. ahoard. motorblkes cmd feur”

or inore-wheeled vehicle around the

" highway of Maguindanas, Sulisn: Ku-
.- darat and North Cotabato. thath started.
. early morning and. Wmde& .up here m'.'.
0 _ - late afternooh.
ccond in an AFP. camp. The, ﬁrst was
‘i Camp-Aguilanido where: thén AFP

Sobejana and His ‘staff. @ffgcers’ -
presented to Murad some meraorabie

- présents citing” the latter’s continued

o RA 11054; also known s Bangsamoro -
“Or garm: Law (BOL} in two upcoming -
ter who

i

“aghichthe 17th Congressand President -

y v pe

. ‘anid orderly conduct of two plebzscites
* setonJai 21 and Feb. 6 for the ratifica-
“tiorrof the BOL, which seeks to'create -
-the Bangsammm Autoriomous Region
(BAR).in:replacement of the 29-year-

‘areas - Magumdanao, Lanao del Sur,

assurante for MILF forces’ shift from

- Hé and Murad have agresd oniau-

old Auteriamous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM)....

‘absorptibniof’a

Rasilan, Sulu and TawiTawi provifices
and the cities of Marawi and Lamitan

" —as well as the cities of Cotabato dnd
JeabelainBasilan;sixtowns in Lanao
" del Norte and 39 harangays insix North

Cotabato towns. Zl‘ :

combatorientationtopeace advogeeys.
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gyymﬁ&ﬁ %;.ﬁ“hﬁ_ﬁ R g : i a1t 6 Maraw i :'u'rbém mf_m_'i’}_f_él,;

i Cofficials said sou%d probab
QLLOWI\&G i,h battle B¢ 1 g0V emmem ﬁ.e@p&- --_-'=-f't§1ana<:iec,ade
~and extremist groups in 2017 Marawi City could The five-month Marawi ege was
onl d oot t £5 Fstatis b ok It - said 40 be the country’s: longest urbai
_ _Ol‘i Y rcam 0 ge mg 113 01'1’1’18 statu ack. WZlS war; thhters of TSIL (Islainic: State of
onee distin gmshed as the economic hub of L anao del Sur . Iiaq snd the Levart) and the’ local radi-
and the center of Islan in the country. Today, the business Gl Isiamic sroups of the Maute aind Abu
Sayafftried to conquer the cxty, mcfudmg
district and The %mmundmg barangayfs bdva becn wduced the capitol building.
mmbbfﬁ EEE SR Dot When the siege Began i May 2(}}7'
e R R B Ganciamra -his immediate - family, and
.h:s sh ers were Imieé up attheci

Homes of v«eii - c{o }‘amshes mciudu -

& :
weIl eqmpped aﬂd tried to kﬂ} us; but We

suriounding elﬂe v 1i!ag § bemg bomhed '3_ Ao 'M:iréw; - stood our “ground,” the mayor said.
SOl ,,.immes ' it “The Cit}_r Hall'is the symbo[ ‘of ourj

In splte of the spoz}s o%‘ War, Soime cul» I Bar: ngay Sagonsnngan, famshes soversigrity. Our retaliation was calibrat

tumi icons “have rétrained, such as the | “have occupxed 1050 tempmarv sheltets ed Aftérfour
SCelic Mindanao State Universifty and e eued our forces. We were then able to ex-

thy “torcgans the ' d]tzona[ Mman&o

: hiity
been siaymg m thelr other res ence mj

ays.the mﬁrtarysrrength_......._ .




Tigan”City, Lanao de["Norte thch is
38 kiiometers or an hours érwe fmm
Marawx S
Unable to sack c1ty hdH the e)m ermst' ;
f?reups took over Marawi’ s centtal buss~ '
ness district instead, .
“There was least res;smr:ce there » sa1c£ g
. Gandamra il .
CWhile governmen% f‘orcas bombed sev-
e1at areds; 95 percent of Marawi’s 1esi-
- dents fled to'their relatives away from ihe
-city or lived in-evacuation’ centers, The
batt le ended in October 2017. R
' Gandamra smd out - of Marawzs 96

- Task. Fdxce Bangon Maram com-'_
- pr;s‘ed of various’ govemment agencies;”
is slowly’ workmg on the rehabilitation of

_-Ground Zero.of Marawx s devastated clty —

center

unsafe There are plans tc butld roads and
= ihstall underground eabies (to be contm— _

ued) ?i)"f
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. ;_;ay Kaihiaen ?ﬁae Bulgu rin '

n the Tt and digsatisfied vntht}z 'way-' B

- their group was being nianiaged by thels ledders particularly

; .t:ro’opers-in Piagapc,- ;Lana‘o del Sm_'

.Battahon COTRIT

Abut Dar, three members of the Islamic Staxe«mspxred Maute

group’ dver the weekend decided fo yield to' government

- Lt Col. Jasan_ifnmawan, Philippir _
mander; said the bandits whose nanies were
Wlﬁhhei{i alsa handed Gver one: roaket prnpelled grefade

(RPG), one grenade launchex and one ) 1ber 30 M L Garand .
rzﬁe wzth ammumtmﬂ i -

urmg mterrogatmn, the suspects eonfessed tha’s '

_'they Were foIIowars of Owayda Benz_f;_a_ Mm ohomsar -

cammumty in our ares of operaﬁon, -Col, Romieo Biawner I,

; comamier of the Army's 103rd Infantry Bmgade saxd

Last Friday, two members of the Maite group ._\&Ihe' :

confessed to being part of the Mar awi Glty glege last'May_' :
. 2017, also voluntarily: surrendered to authorities; il

The two surrenderers were also followers of- Abu Dar_i- '

-and-décided to escape the group and surrender to the -
‘authorities for the same reason that "thex}eue already tzred

of runiing and evading the {roops.” I‘ _
The Maute group gained notosiety whed it sezzed Ma.ra.w:l:
City last 28 May 2017 and ‘openly challsnged government
authorities, resuiting to fore than five months of occupation .
that virtually reduced the once prosperoiis ‘eity into rubbles. .
“The ‘warleft more than 150 government foreés dead, .
thousands of Islamic fighters killed |87 civiliai casaai{:;es
and displaced nearly one mliltan resxdents

SRR




him  courtesy cail last Friday. . peace in Mindanao, we have
EE oo Galvezalso thanked the UN peace in' the Philipipines. 1 we
© - “‘Presidential ddviser on the  for its continued support for huve development in Mind-
peace process Carlito Galvez : the-peajce'-proc_ess;-' oo oo ando, we have development in
Jr has urged the United Na- 7 ] think your projects that are the Philippines,” he said.
tions to continue its assistance

eople-centered and those'on - The United Nations' part-.

p framework is anchored . -t global £

' pf’ééfices zn thie p'e'acé"ijro'éess.3'
- "OPAPP has coritributed 2~
lot'to the global practice. The

UN is looking forward toyour

- experiences and best pracices,

hoping that you can participate -

irt providing:capacity devel- 'Uman-'resburc_:é“dé_\kéiépme'n’t
Gpmentit ders inithe good. Iwould like: '

e Sustainable Develop-
 ment Goals 2019-2023. It 4)
fo_achicve outcomes re

e samie goal,”
| Galvez cite

q _ iem, prevent- .y his re g
“ing the recruitment of child courtesy call, UN resident

to help us in mentoring

key Jeaclers on how to be ef- soldiers, empowering women coordinator Ola Almigren ‘ax-
ficient arid effective in gover- and developing the ‘whole pressed interest in Office of
L . the the Presidential Adviser on-

nance,” Galvez told officialsof - 'Miﬁdé’il“i-fi_'(?:regim_‘}f e !
~various UN agencies'who paid: '_-'-.-‘-‘:I_'b'eiz'ev'e__ that 1f.vyg 'h_ave ‘the P'eace-'PJ‘QCESS'--(OPPAP)’S

s well as o w
+andyourstaff,” Alitigren said.”
‘. Among the UN agencig -

to peaple-centeredness, eco-

and share them

saidi

present in the meeting were
the United Nat elop- .

~ment Program, United Na-

tions International Childrervs

‘Emergency Fund, UN Wormen,

International Organization for

Migration, and Prevention on
Violent Extremism, [Z,

AR " R
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@Team_Inquirer -

(BOL -

By ma'ifidn Rarsos,
Taher Solaiingn
and Edwin Pernandez .

' President - Dutérte’s ‘efforts’ o
“bring lasting pedce to Mindanias

may come to naught after Bud-

o get Secretary Ben;amm Diokno
- failed o ailocate funds’ for the
“plebiscite on the proposed new
‘Bangsamoro - juridical entity,

House Majotity Leader Rolando

Andaya Jr. said on Monday. -

Ina privilege spéech; Andaya

‘wondered how the Commission

on Elections (Comelec) would be

able to conduct the plebiscite on

Jam: 21 and Feéb. 6 as mandated
by the Bangsamoro Organic Law
vithout - any appropri

A statement Andaya
.said the “prospect of lasting
peace in Mindanao is in peril.”

15‘8!’57&/1'{"91' plebiscife

 He said the Comelec needed .~ -

9857 miltion: in- holding* the
" plebiscite; but the Department
of ~Budget "and Mauagement
(E)BM) did not inctudeé this in the
“proposed Plo- -billion budget of

"the Comelec for this year

“The . hudget  for “BOL
plebiscite is not the only itern
which Diokno forgot to include

-in the 2019-budget, Even- the
‘budget for the BOL implermen-

tation is missing from budget

-documents ‘submitted by the

DBM to Congress,” henoted.
- At least 2.8 millien people
‘are expected to cast their votes

L ugn élppl“d\f@d by COHgTéSS | o

it
get secrétary fdﬂed to actonit.
“(Diokno) completely forgot

“about it Had" we listened - to

‘him ‘and ‘passéd  the “budget
—withouteven looking atit, ther™
we: Wouid have been‘ part of

that nié

dent’s peace and order agen-
da,” " he added. :

- BARMM]:

-ex'h A

nthe” plebiscite for fhe ranf1~'

" Enacted last year, thé BOL
provides for the creation of
the Bangsamoro Autonomous
~Region -in Muslini’ Mmdanao

The BARMM wﬂi cover the

abela City, six towns in Lanao
del Norte, and 39 barangays in




six North Cotabaro towns,
Sorne barangays in Higan
City and Zamboarngy City, five
towns in Lanao'del Norte, ang
some barangais in Zamboanga
Sthugay also petitioned to he
included in'the BARMM. _
The Comelec said the Jan. 51
plebiscite would be conductsd
in areas comprising the ARMM

85 well as Isabelz. Ciry iy Basi= .

lanand Cotabaks City, - .

" The Dlebiscite - for e
province of Lanap del Narte, ex-
cept lligan City; the -fowng ‘of
Aleosan, Carmen, Kabacan, Migd-
sayap, Pikit and Figkawayan in

the province of Notth Cotabato;

any of the Bangss 010 Core ar-.
“eas, where either the local gov-
CIIIMENt OF at least 16 percent of

.and. the. 28 areai cantigiiots’ip”

Tegistered voters asked for in. -
- clusion An the’ Dlebiscite, shafl -

“hold theirs on Feb. ¢ -
Thé Comelec expects o fin-
ishi this week the printing of the
official haliot, said Ma. Victoria

Duicero, vice thair of the Com. -

elec’s prmﬁng'committe_e.

" North Cotabato feadars :
In North Cotabato .

province, unlike their Morg

counterparts

ol SO ang.

“Lanac 'del” Norte, non-M
gaders are thrpwii their a1
upport for the BOL de:
spite  the brospect of losing
some of their barangays: thar
‘would opt - fo Join - the
Bangsamoro ferritory,

“North~Cstabats Gov.  Em-
mylou TaliﬁcéMendoza L E%-

officials, and leaders of the
Moro Islamic Libefation Prony
and the Moro Nationat Libera-
tion Front at the Symnasium
of the Provintial ¢apito! in ki
dapawan City. .

'Yes to Bangsamors 0.
ganic-Law becauge jr is high
time we end the'suffering of
childrén, women and the el-
derly from the conflict,” Men-
doza said. “The BOL will pave
the way [for] genuine peace in
[North] Cotabato,”

. In Carmen town, where sev-
en barangays had petitioned the
Comelec ¢y join.the - ROl
piebisci_te_but only five were ap-
proved, Mayor Rogelio “Roger”
Talirio said he would letgo of the
barangays in his town thar would
Opt to join the Bangsamora,
~WITH REPORTS Fon Tina, §-santos

ARBIULEM. AURELIG JNGQ ﬂ[{-
kel
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i e printing the baliots for the February
- Vicky Duicerﬂ v;ce chanma of ‘6 Plebiscite at the Nationai Pr'mtmg
Oﬂice (NPOy: in Quezen CIty over the

- The’ Cammissmn on EIectmns
. _(Come lec) expeets tofinish the pri .
~‘of the ballots to he used’ \ ““These are the balinis for Lanae del
-ary B-pléhiseite for the ra : ; .Norte andNorth Cotabato, . .

the Bangsamsro Organic Law (BOL) Aceardmg to Dulcero f.hey started Y We are almost done. So Lthinkina

day ortwo wewill he ableto deliveito our

_packing and shipping commmittee for de-
_ployment of the ballots,” said Dulcero.

_ To note, the Comelec already fin-

- ished printing the more than two-miltion

AN T e Jaguary 2}; B angs.amcro
Plebizc -




COMPEL

able DBM to implement the salary. .

~ adjustment this year.

“We_have to wait for the pas-
sage of the 2019 General Appro-
priations Act, Otherwise, we do not
bave legal basis for the implementa-
tion of the fourth tranche he said,

Dickno earlier said govern-

ment workers will-get-their-salary -

‘Increase next month, retrGactive to
January 1;%ipoti the approval 5f the
P3.7-trillion 2019 national budget.
Government is curreatly running
under a reenacted 2018 budger. .

Budget Undersecretary Janet
Abuel said DBM Is preparing its
response to the petidon for man-
damus and would state provisions
of the law inciuding EO 207 that
guided their actions.

Budget Assistant Secretary Myrna
Chua said DBM needs about P45 bil-
lion to P50 billion to cover the fourth
tranche of salary hike for some 1.3
million government woskers,

b0 s0id the MBER.under-the

reenacted 2018 budget cannot be

finish the plenary debates on Jan.
16, approve the proposed budget

~on third and final reacking on far 21 -

and conducta bicamerai conference
the following day which they will try
to finish on the same day.

If everything goes smoothly,
Zubiri said the proposed budget
can be ratified by both chambers
on Jan. 23,

- Senate President pio témporte’
. Ralph Recto said they can.tackle .
the budget in two or three weeks,

while other bills can be discussed
on the remaining time before their
break on February.

SUBPOENA

Aridaya had a change of heart,
saying the House of Representatives
will subpoena Diokno if he will
continue to snub the committee on
rules” hearing on the alleged flood
control scam under his Jeadership,

“We will subpoena him Dio-
kno) if he does not show up,” he

manipulating the annua) budget to

favor some individuals, especially

the inaws 6f Charlote, who age in-
volved in the construction business,
Andaya said the House remains
optimnistic that Dickno will coop-
erate and attend the hearing, espe-
cially since his integrity is at stake,
“He needs to clarify himseif,
His son-in-law has already hired a
lawyer to help him face vs tomor-
tow (today). He (Diokno) should
also get his own lawyer,” he said.
Andaya said officials of Are-

mar Construction, which is partly .

owned by the in-laws of Diokno’s
daughter, might be liable for phun-
der for using dummy cotporations
after cornering billions worth of
public works projects in exchange
for hefty commissions.

He said some Triple A contrac-
tors gave him copies of deposit
slips worth around P70 million to
prove the allegatsion.

..NO BUDGET FORBOL..__..

t’(}i & ﬁpi‘éSS O T, '“\Xfé'"ﬁfjn :
play hide and seck in Tunetaif he

sejsused forthe dew wge Hike beciigi v

it was specific only to the third
tranche of salary increase,

Presidential spokesman and
concutrent Chief Presidential
Legal Counsel Salvador Panelo
dismissed the claim of “Andaya
that the executive branch is hold-
.dng '

" Congress, not
the executive department.”
Senate majority leader Juan
Miguel Zubisi said senators in a
caucus set January 23 as the targer
approval date of the 2019 budget.

Zubiti said senators will oy to

hike). . 1 p
mally invited Diokno, his daughter

“deestit show up

Andaya earlier said he would no
longer force Diokno to attend his
committee’s hearings because i
would be too confrontational.

Diokna spubbed. the. panel’s
initial hearing in Naga City early
this month, saying he was advised
the Execosiv HOEIG EiEn
he Andayapanel Hag

foF

Charlotte Justine, and her in-laws
who are incosporators of Arenar
Construction to appear as resource
persons in the hearing,

Andaya’s panel has been in-
vestigating Dickno for allegedly

. allegedly imperiling the prospect

of lasting peace in Mindanao wheg
he allegedly forgot o include the
budget for the Bangsamoro Ot
ganic Law {BOL) plebiscite in the
P3.757-willion- proposed ‘natistial
budget for 2019,

“Everybody j

litcess o

ying fo
lebiscite on

Jatitiaty 21 and Febtuary 6. Vet no.

body is asking if we have the fands
Becessary to conduct the plebiscite,
I hate to be the oge to burst the
bubble, The DBM has not allocated
a budget, noteven a centavo, for the
BOL plebiscite,” he said.

Andaya said while the Comelec

)

daya alsoblamed Diokao for

needs P57 million for the plebi-
scite, Diokno forgotio include the -
amount in Comelec’s P10 billion
2019 budger,

He said even the budget for the
BOL implementation is missing
from budget documents submitted
by the DBM to Congress,

He said Sepate debate records
show that the implermentation of
the BOL will cogt P109 billion in
the first yeat, P369 billion in the first
three years, and will reach P1,981
trillion foz a period of 10 years,

The amount does not include
funds for social services ke the
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Pro-
gram or 4Ps, and pension for
senior citizens.

ABUSE OF POWER?
Rep. Luis Raymond Villafuerte

{NF, Camarines Sur), Andaya’s
political nemesis, accused Andaya

of abusing his position to get back
apldioknosnnn
“This is 2 bizarre situarion in,

which the Hotse trajonty feadethas 07

for the first time ever orchestrated a
demolition job on the DBM and on
Secretary Benjamin Diokso, who
is a0 alter ego of the President, in
tandem with the House minority

bloc Villafuerte said,

Villafuerte, who eatlier called for
“against the wishes of 2 majority
of our peers in the ruling coalition
Who wants a speedy congressional
approval of the 2019 GAA In sup-
port of President Duterte’s vision
for high and inclusive growth.”
—~ With Jocelyn Montemayor, Warn.
dell Vigitia and Raymond Afiica

Andaye’s ouster asmajority leader; v
eRrinE Would b oo
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s it sill relevant to our security? Maybe

ana in a press conference last month, re-

pine-US Mutual Defense Tréaty (MDT), - _

The surprising announcement came
shortly after. the return of the Balangiga
bells, which was warmly welcomed by no
less than President Duterte, who had de-
nanded their repatriation... . ... -
S After all, many expected a thaw in £ yetl
- bilateral- relations;whith-have been tnders

mined by disagreements over human rights o

and- democracy concerns as well as diver-
gentapproaches.to déaling with the China -
- challenge inthe West Philippine Sea, T

Lorenzana raised the stakes by making
it clear that scrapping the treaty altogether
Is an option on the table. “Let’s see... We are’
going to approach this MDT, look at it in the
backdrop“of what's happening in the area,
in the interest of the nation, not the interest
of other nations,” he said,

It’s not really clear what the exact ifttent
is behind calling for the MDT review, but it
. ciearly reflects lingering anxieties in the
Philippines vis-a-vis the precise coordi-

" With the MDT, namely lack of temp

eTican security commirments,

amen noer
oral au-
tomaticity as well as clarity of spatial scope,
According to the treaty, each party "“would
act to meet the common dangers [in their
area of jurisdiction] in accordance with jts
.constitutional processes.” This means-that- -

in an event of conflict between the Philip-
Dines and a third party, the US government -
vill still bave to'rely o thedeliberation and
approval of the US: Conpress’ which has'a
say on the war powers of the country's
presidency. If the conflict is a major one,
and American public opinion is divided on

nes vis-a-vis the precis
“'nares of.

not,” said Defense Secretary Delfinforen- 0 - oo e

vealing his plans to review the 1951 Philip- -

Uthe fssue, s Gnlikely

‘the Congress even if he/she deerns th

‘Since the -

-app .
forces deployed to third countries,” which

I

L RICHARD MEYDARIAN
y Americar
etely bypass
e need

president would try 'tc;;_'c'o'rnpi

for expedient intervention. -~ - .
.. As for the geographical scope of the treaty,
it makes meiition of "an armed attack on e

metropolitan territory of either of the Parties, -

or on the island territoties urider its jurisdic-
tion in the Pacific or on its armed forces; ptblic
vessels or aircraft in the Pacific..” e
Yet, it’s far from clear whether “island
o

territories” include Scarborough Shoal.and.

¥
cated on thisissue. _
As former US secretary of state Henry

Kissinger argued, “{Philippine] cccupation

could hardly be termed uncontested in the

face of claime-and protests of Chinese st

Vietnamese.™ .
Crucially, the Richard Nixon adminis-

MDT

{Fhilippine]

vinevent of ‘attack on.

“is fundamentally different from a case
where deployment is for purpgse of

other claimed and: controlled ‘Philippine

_enlarging Philippine territory.”

e Thiisy this could mean‘thatWagﬁiﬁg{'ﬁﬂ"’ '

s only willing to intervene if Philippine
- froops:and - vessels operating in the con-

© . ‘tested areacome underattack.’

This, however, raises quéstions on the co-
ercive occupation of Philippine-claimed land
- features, where Filipino troops are either ah-
.- sent or were driven away without a firefipht,
Intimore concrate terms; does the treaty.
cover the Scarborough Shoai? What if Chi-
'na managed to completely cut off the sup-
- -ply lines of our troops in Second Thomas
. Shoal (Ayungin) and the Kalayaan Group of
..Jslands, driving them away without anyac- -
--tualarmed conflict?
*-This is particularly relevant in light of
- China's rapid militarization of reclaimed
- islands, laying down the foundation for an
“effective” imposition of an Air Defense
.- Identification Zone and other forms of ex-
clusionary measures in the area, with po-
- tentially dire consequences for the supply
~ lines of other claimant states.

’ Doubts over American commitment to
_-the Philippines were only reinforced dur-
wing-the«Chineservoeupation sFMisEREE

Reef (1994) and Scarborough Shoal :
.Wﬁéii*é‘tWﬁ'sﬁiﬁg‘t’d‘ﬁzs'f’ﬁﬁﬁ:-l'ﬁ}éé’lﬁfidiy by
Washington has consistently argued
thatitis "neutral” vis-a-vis the sovereignty
disputes in the area, thus its reluctance to
intervene on behalf of the Philippines
against oth i states, But_what.
“about heip

these fundamental questions.

Ko

rheydarian@inquirercom.ph



By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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AFP willing to provide security to poll bets

By Priam Nepomuceno January 14, 2018, 11:27 am

MANILA - Poll bets running for national and local posts are advised to coordinate with
military units during the campaign period for their security from possible rebel attacks,
especially in New People’'s Army (NPA)-infested areas, Armed Forces of the Philippines

_(AFP) public affairs office chief Col. Noel Detoyato said on Monday. - T

Detoyato said candidates can request for security but it is up to the Commission on
Elections (Comelec) to approve it.

~ "They can update their campaign trail with the AFP unit in their area to give them area

security as long as they coordinate in advance so that troops can be pre-deployed,” he said
in a message to the Philippine News Agency.

The election period began on Sunday (Jan. 13).

Earlier, Detoyato said the AFP would ensure the peaceful conduct of the May polis and all

election-related activities this year, including the Bangsamoro Organic Law plebiscite on

.«anyary 21 and February 6 (PNA) oo,

87
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