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- LUCENA "CITY-~A bypass n-
Sarlaya town, Quezon province,
-intended to ease traffic on Ma- -
harlika Highway should have
“been opened in 2017, but devel-
opment of the .project  has
dragged beyond the deadline
because the Department of Pub-
lic ~Works _and - Highways
(DPWH) rernains grappling with

<¥right of way problems.- S
Under the Righ t-of-Way Act,
the government must first ac-
qulre access to private property
and pay the owners before
breaking ground, ' '
- 'But as In other road projects
in Luzom, the 7.2-kilometer,
P467-million Sartaya bypass be-
gan. construction without first
settling right of way.




* punds were initially allocat-

ed for the project in 2014, but
noric of 'the more than 180
landowncrs whose properties

were affected by the projeet had -

been compensated, ’
.- Not all of them, however,
have supmltted complcte

- proofs  of ownership, The pa-
pers of.those who have com-
- plied wlth the requirement are
still going through verification

and authentication, according -

to. Roger- Crespo, head of
" DPWH- Quc_zonznc_l District.

‘.- Priorityproject
.. Identified by the United Na-
tions Economic and Social Com.-
mission for Asta and the Pacific
as a priority project in the Asian

highways .program, the bypass :
_ skirts the Sarlaya stretch of Ma-
harlika Highway, which will re- -~
.prised that the DPWH was dic-
tating the amount of compensa-
*tlon, inltiatly P15 per square me-

duce by at least 40 petcent the

traftic volume, along that sec..

tion of the mterprovmual road.
. The bypass starts at Baran-
gay Sampatoc - 2

through the Sariaya town cen- -
ter. It passes through parts of
Tumbaga 1, Pilland Gibanga, vil- - .
lages that once were mostly rice

fields and coconut plantations, -
It also cuts through part of
_ llayang Talim village in Lucena

and exits on the Quezon-eco--

tourism road at Isabang w!lage
" in the city.

. Pour bridges . that link the .
‘sections of the bypass complete.

lhe projeci.

Crespo - said only.a 1 km"_
stretch of the read remained un- -

concreted and that the contractor -
- .'_wlt_h the government paying fic-.

had begun bulldmg the brldges

- Work on the Gibanga and

Morong bridges-is in progress,

but no work has commencedon

the bridges at Tumbaga 1andIs:
abang o

Waste of taxpayer money
- There is.also no work on a
stretch of the bypass from the

bridge at Morong to the bridgeat -

“from Tumbaga1 village. - - -

2 and cuts ..

Gibanga because the government

has notacquired right of way,” - -
Sen. Panfilo Lacson, who is™
' scrutinizing the DPWH . 2019 .
' budget for hidden pork, sald the -
allocation for the Sarlaya by-'
‘pass had gone to waste, '
“The project was suspended _

S(‘.VQI"!' tlmCS because of unre-

solvecl rlght of way issues Lac '
“son said. .
-Pepito Abrathue, a compen- )

sation claimant, said the mess
began fight at tie start of the

" project, with DPWH workers
~~descending.on property to be -

affected by the construction,

- "They Just came here and-
: co_ndu__ctec_l' location surveys on -
-our properties without our con-
" sent,” said Abratique, a farmer
© . beenidentified through suiveys..

Abratique said he was sur-

térand thenraisedtoP1g. -
“From the start; we sensed
that there was something illegal

“going on,” Abratique said.

- Nonexlstent lots?
He said that when staff from

Lacson’s office ‘inspected the’
project last year, the landown-,

ers learned that the DPWH plan

» for the project’ mcluded nonex~-
' istontproperty

"We tfraced the locatlon of

the ‘lots as specified in the
" DPWH plan, We found nonexis-
tent lots were Inserted Into the:
plan,” Abratique said.

The discovery implied fraud,

titlous peaple for fictitious lots
and the money going to. the
pockets of scammers. .

- Crespo - declined - to com-

- ment saying he assumed office

only in March last year,

But- Cesar Genosa, - DPWH~ :
“special -

Quegon 2nd - District
agent for road right of way," de-
nied Abratlque's claim, saying all

o

They just came
- and conducted
location surveys

on our properties

_without our
~consent

' pepito Abratique

. Farmer k:lalmanf

lots covered by the project hacl

““There are -no nonexistent
lots,” Genosa told the Inquirer,

- Lotssubdivided -
. He said 1t was found during
the surveys that some lots had

been divided into several plots .. e _
" handled by other contractors, .
"he sald. “There are other, much

by the landowners, further
complicating the -vight of way
settlement, -

.There are _a_lso

pensation for several titled

“praperties, posing more diffi-

culty, pariicularly in cases in-

volving “lots jthat] are still parts '

ofa mother titte,” he said.
“It requires judicial parti-

tion, And that will cause anoth-
_erdelay in the [Fight of way] set—
* tlement,” Génosa said, :

He also confirmed that no
‘Tandowner had been compen-’

“sated for right of way, adding -
" right of way problemis were de- ¢

that the unsettled claims cov-
ered the whole stretch of the

bypass alreadyconcreted,aboot S

6 km long.

Projeet proponent surprised

But some claims have al-

.ready heen approved and are

now being processed by the con-

_ multiple '
- clalmants to right of way com- .

cerned DPWH offlces, he said, -

Quezen Rep. Vicente Alcala, -

'the project proponent, expressed -
_ surprise when told by the Inquir-
“er on Monday that the landown- -

exs had not been paid yet,
- “I'was not aware of that. The
DPWH should have already paid -

-. them,"” Alcala said by phone,

He said he would immediate-
ly arrange a meeting with afl the

~ claimants to help them and ask

the DPWH to explain the “unwar- "

* ranted delay"incohlpensa_tlon’.-_- E

Jhong Liubit, project manag- .
er of the contractor, JBL Con- .

" struction, confirmed that right

of way problems were behind
the delay in the completlon of

- the project.

- “I stopped eight months ago'

* and I'only resuned this January

because of the right of way prob-
lems,” Llubis said by phone, _
~He 'said .JBL Construction

_had yet to récelve paynient for "
its part of the project, a 300-me-

ter stretchof thebypass. - :
- The rest of the project is -
bigger compantes,” he said, -

- Advances from contractox - ,
-Onge - of - those companies, =

" “Pantuco Construction, has no :

problems with the DPWH.
- Rafael Tantuco, owner of the B
company, said his work covered

~ most of the 7.2-km bypass and - ;
that ke had not encountered

problems involving payment.

- “I only have more than 700 .
‘meters of unfinlshed work due to ;

some technical problems,” he sai_gl T
Tantuce alse confirmed that -

Taying completion of the project.
He said he had been helping
the DPWH solve the problem by -
advancing ‘payments  to
claimants but only if these in-

‘volved “a few thousands.”

. But he asks the DPWH forre-
imbursement hesaid. INQ




"By JESS DJAZ

- In-laws of Budget Secre- |
- tary Bexijamin Diokno te-
- ceived more than P8t mil~ |
Hon in’ comniisstons from
- governmetit contracts in .
. Sorsogon overa six-month

period Last year, House
Majority Leader Rolando

. Andaya Jr. said yesterday, -
- “The public funds disbursed
by the DBM (Department of -
/Budget and Management) |
* eveiltually found their way to -
- bank accounts of favored con--
tractbrs;-in this case, Aremar -

. Construction, which is owned

Diokny,” he said, ~ -

*thé start of the second hearihg
v of the House rules commit..

- tée, ‘Which he heads, on the
- alleged questionable DBM
fund-allocation practices and
“the nltibillion-pese Hlood

“control scam under the Duterte
_administration. . - -
- The Hamors of Sorsogon
own Aremar Constiuction.
. Romeéo Sicat Jr., -marcied to
- Diokno’s daughter Charlotte
Justine,'is an incorporator and -
son of Sorsogion Vice Gov, Estor .
Harhor, whose husband; Jose'.
. Bdwin, is mayor of Casiguran .
town, The mayor used to bea
‘majof shareholder of Aremar,

But the Casiguran mayor,-

who was present at yes terday’s
: "Turn to Page §

SR P

:.by- thee in-laws of Secretary _

He made the statement at,

hearing, den.ied'fseing' an in-
law of the budget secretary,

. "Ang tawag 1iya (Diokno) st
nkin mayor. Pero hindi ko balae

(He calls mc mayor, but I'm’

-not anin-law),” Hamor said.

“Mas Inlong hindi ko keano-

- ane si (All the more 1 have

nothing to do with) Diokna,”
he told the commiitice. - .
Andaya insisted that the

mayor is an in-law of the bud-

get secretary, Hamor being the
stepfather of Sicat Jr, - :
~ Hamor denied he was close
to Diokno, saying he only saw
him once at a wedding,

* The House majority leader

- said Aremar received a total
of P81.1 million from different .

“dummy contraclors” between

': May 5 and Nov. 7 last year, or.

~aperiod of six months,

- Documents. he furnished -
- reporters show that the fund _
| -million fund transfers, Aremar

transfers amounted to P10.4

‘million on May 4, P10.5 mil-
-lorron July 3, P12.5 million on.
villion on Qct.

Aug. 31, Pl1d n

* 10, P22 4 miition five days later

on Qct. 9 and P13.9 million on
Now. 7. : oo
- Andaya said the transfois

ate reflected in six bank de--
posit slips unnamed contrac- -

tors turned ovoer to him,

. “The-deposit slips clearly -

indicate that the deposits are
proceeds from DPWH (De-
partmeint of Public Works and
Highways) contracts, none of
which Aremar won through

~ bidding. These are the facts

confronting Secretary Dio-
krio, He and his family mem.-

. bers must explain these to the
.{House) committee on rules-

>

| B ” DiOkno Fl.'o.m:.P%g:;_M. |

and to the Filipino: pc_op:!e_,”'

he said.

struction,” Andaya arguied,. .

 Diokno has admitted that

the Hamors are his in-laws

“but that he extended no favor
.10 them or to theijr hometown
~of Casiguran or home province

of Sorsogon, _
Mayor Hamor admitted

forming. Aremar Construc-

tion in 2014 but claimed that

“he divested his shares in 2016

and that he had lost track of its
fransactions since then,
ButAndaya said 2018 docu-

ments from the Securilics and
Bxchange Commission show

that Hamor was still-a- major
sharcholder of Aremar., - T
“He said despite the P81-

paid only P15,000 in taxcs,

“Itis clear from documieiits
in our possession that Secre-
fary Diokno is directly related
. to the owners of Aremar Con-.

[

Wife's resentment
. Hamior also said he includ-

ed Diokiw's son-in-law Sical

- Jr among Aremar's incorpo-

1ators after a quarrel with his
wife Ester, who resenited not

having anyone from her side -
of the family included in-the

construction firmy,

* Mayor Hamor also claimed

townand ranks sevenlha mong
Sorsogon towns in’ terms of

‘budget allocation. -

“Bighteen out of our 25

barangays are vulnerable to :
flooding,” he said.. During

the hearing, Andaya revealed
motre flood -;'_ontrql project ii-

“Casiguran is not a favored




Diokno :

--_mguiarlhes

L personally exammed'
all- the bidding iuegularltles'
stbmitted by CT Leoncié (an -

Aremar joint ventute partner

and alleged dummy) to the
- DPWH (Department of Public -
" Works and Highways). What -

I discovered was mind- -bog-
. gling,” he said.
He said among his i ndmgs

- were 18 overlapping projects -

“using one backhoe, 21 overlap-
plig projects using one dump
‘truck and 16 overlapping proj-
ecls using one pay loader.
~“What:CT Leoncio is try-

ing to accomplish in its infra- .

structure projects is humanly
impossible... Thereis only one
answer possible: it’s not CT

‘Leoncio that's deing the proj-
ccls, ILisjiist a dummy of other

contractors who have connec-
tions in the highest levels of
the DBM and DPWH,” he said.
Andaya and his colleagues
were also told that the P75
“billion in
_proposed P3.757-billion 2019
national budget came from
members of Congress..

- DBM Undersecretary Tina
Canda told the committee on
‘rules that the amount "in-

cludes mlllatlvcs from law~ .
- - (P10.5 billion), Camarines Sur

(P10.2 billion), Masbate (P4.5 -
billion), Camarines Norte (P3.3

makers,”
“She admitted that the huge

sum was added to the budget -

of the DPWIT without the proj:

ecls and their appropmtlons

“being velled.”
. ”We have no capacnly o
~vel,” she said..

During the House QLIEbthl’I
Hour on the budget last Dec,
11, Diokno admitted that he
added P75 billion to the previ-
ously approved DPWHbudget
ceiling of 480 billion so that
the administration’s “Build,
Build, Build” program wou!d
have more funds.

He later described the aug-
mentation as an "adjus'tment “
not inserlion.

The rules committee and the
committee on public accounts

. DI’WH budget.

“insertions” in the

Y‘ ] ..'chaired by Mmorlly Leader

Danilo Suarez are conducting

“an inquiry into questionable
‘budget practices and the. al-. -
leged multlbillion-peso ﬂood '
-control scam, . :

Andaya confirmed th'\t the
bulk of the P75 billion con-
_ sisted of projects proposed by

House members.
“ 1 alyeady showed you the

ist. It is composed of many of.
us,” he'told his colleagues. =~
He said thosc with huge

allocations for their districts
were previous leaders of the
House led by former speaker

" Pantaleon Alvarez.

“Senators ate among the

project proponents. Their
funds are parked in congres-’

sional districts,” he said.
Andaya dld not name
names, -
- Anti-pork Sen. Panfilo Lac-

'son wants the P75-billion in-

sertion removed from the

* Diokno had seld Public

-Works Secretary Mark Villar
“was ullimately. responsible’
for the huge augmentation in:

his budget. Villar has hot said

“much about the controversy.

The budget chief said a
list of projects supporting the
dugmentation came fwm the
DPWH, - :

Contrary to the claim of An-

daya that Cas:guran, Sorsogon
was favored in the alleged P51-

- billion budget insertions, the
‘P30 billion from the HFEP.
_and HRHDE a move Healtl
‘Secretary Francisco Dugque III

municipality was given zero
allocation for infrastractire
projects under the DPWH,
Based on DPWH records in
2018, of the provinces in Bicol

region, Albay received the
“highest allocation with P11.2

billion, debunking Andaya’s

allegation that Sorsogon was -
-unduly favored by Diokno. -

Sorsogon came in_ second

billion} and Catanduanes (P2, 5
bitlion).

At least 25 other prowncml

districts got a b:ygt.r share of

infrastructure projects than
- Sorsogon’s fitst district where

Casiguran is located.
~ “His accusalions are ifu-

- sory. The numbers are wrong -

and the narrative he's selling
is not grounded ‘on facts,”
Diokno said earlier. '

In a two-page document’
_entitled “2019 DPWH Infra-
structure Program based- ont{

National Expenditure Pro

gram,” Sorsogon’s first district
was carmiarked an allocation of
P75 million while its second

dlstrict is. poised to recewe-_.
-P395 million for flood androad
pmjects

Blame game

At yesterday's Houise hear- -
- -ing; DPWH and DBM officials
blamed eachother for the P75--
‘-'bil!iou insertion, :

Canda defended Diokno’ s_
- assertlon, saying, “The projects
-were éncodéd and uploaded

into our (computer) system by
the DPWH,” . -
~Andaya, who was budpet

insertion and supporling proj-
ects “should not be difflcult.”

*-“There are codes for those
appropriations. We should

* Took at the lsting and the en-
- coding process,” he said.

Senators, meanwhile,

-moved to restore P24.2 billion
in the proposed budget of the

Department of Health (DOH)
this year to boost funding for

. its programs to rehabilitate

or put new health facilities

and staif them w1th medleal_

personnel.. .

- The decision to augment
the DOH's Health Racilities
Erhancenent Program (HEEP)

“and ‘the Human Resource for
Health Deployment Program

(HRHDP) came during the
plenary deliberations on the
agency’s proposed P171-bil-

Tion budget,

The DBM earlier slashed

stronglK protested; as it would
detay the compl:.tlon of facili-

Hes, bemg built. _
Senate Mmority Leader.
Branklin Drilon sought on tlie -
floor to realign funds from the
- alleged “Insertions” of P75 bil-

lion and P28 billion made by
the DBM to the budgets of the

DPWH and the Department of
“the Titerior and Local Govern-

ment (DILG), tespectively, for
the two DOH programs.

the implementation of the
anticipated Universal Health

Care Program (UHCP) more . '
* that Congress would pass the

effective. .
“The slashing of the HFLP
budget will be a disaster for

‘the DOH and the initial year of
implementation of the UHCP
where ‘more patients are ex--

Eected to go'to govermnent
ealth centers,” Bjercito sald.

Duque welcomed the de-

velopment, echoing Fjercito’s

“be funde

Sen. Joseph Victor Ejercito,
‘who was defending the DOH
budget, accepted Drilon’s pro--
posal, saying it would make’

statement that it would :make '
the UHCP more effective.

List of projects

' Lacson, meanwhile, said
he is set to present today a .
list of projects supposedly to

c{ by the P75-bitlion- |
increase in the DPWH budget,
- Lacson stressed the Sen-
ate does not intend to cut the, |
DPWH national budget but

-is merely trying to make sure

the people’s money i$ put to .

secretary. during the Arroyo '_800‘1 usc.

administration, said tracing
the origin. of the P75-billion

AtMalacaﬁang, pu&dential '.

- spokesman Salvador Panelo

expressed confidence the ad-
ministration would be able to -
find ways to implementits key
projects even with the Senate’s
removal from the budget pro-
gram of P75-billion fundmg for .
infrastructure, : o
“There are many ways The
executive is very creative as

well as Congress Let's-sce,”
"Panelo said.

- “There’s the supplemental
budget, That can be tapped. If
it's for the good of the country,
évery branch of the govern-
ment.shoutd euoperate," Lie
added. . :
“That’s the job of Congress _
to amend,” he said of the re-

" moval of the fund. “If they did

that, they were doing theirjob.”
‘Senators agreed to scrap the
funds after Secretary y Villarad- .
mitted not having priorknow!-
edge of the alleged insettions,
according to Lacson. P
But Panelo maintained that

Villar was aware of the adch- :
tional funding. '

“Perhaps he (Vﬂlar) was
misquoted. It caninot be that
hehad no prior knowledge be-

“cause that was discussed in the

Cabinet. That was a proposal,

- all of us were present and all

of us conserited to.that,” the -

. spokesman said.

““Bvery budget is to be | pre-
sented in the Cabinetandithas
to be approved by the Presi-
dent. Tﬁe President asked us
if there was any objection and -
there was none... He (Villar)
was not just infor; med, he was
[)l'esent in the Cabinet, Unless

w went out lo.., pee.., but I
doubt,” he added.

‘Panelo expressed optimism

2019 budget within the first
quatter, o
“In fact, ‘even Senator- (Vl-

- cente) Sotto (III), when he

texted me, said kami OK kawmi
diyan (we are OK with that)/”

‘he said. ~ With Paolo Romero,

Alexis Romero, Cem!le Suerte
Felipe S



o D_afé'ga town in Albay and Cotabato City have been
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“placed under the control of the Com mission on Plecv
- tions (Comelec) in connection with the May polls. -

-7 The Comelec approved S

. The towns of Dofia Reme-
dios Trinidad, Guiguinto and
. Marilao ate classified iinder

yesterday the recommenda--

- tion of the Philippine Nation-

al Police (PNP) 1o place the

- two areas under the control -

- of the poll body following the

. killing of Ako Bicol par?v_j -

“list representative Rode

" Batocabe last month and the -

"~bomb explosion in Cotabato

- Cily on New Year's Eve that :
left scores of people dead and

wounded, Comelec spokes-

- man James Jimenez said. - .

Under the Omnibus Blec- ..
, Hion Code, the Comelec iy au.-
 thorized to take contro) of an'

-area to ensure free; peacef(l
and orderly and elections, . -
... This means that'the poll

- body can oxércise full control -
~-‘and supervision over Jaw en-
- forcement agencles and even -

- political units in the areas,

~ Poll watchlist

- Meanwhile, 10 towns and
a city in Bulacan were added
 to the electon watchlist arcas
of the Philippine National

SRS G

Police (PNP).

category 1 while Baliwag,

‘Bulakan, Calumpit, Hagonoy,

Paombong, San Ildefonse, -

. San Miguel, San'Rafael and
~ San Jose del Monte are under
- category 2, Senior Super-
ntendent Chito Bersaluna,, -
Bulacan police director, told
‘The STAR. - . .

" Those classified under

- category 1 have barangays
~where thete is a reported .,
- presence. of communist rebels
- while Intense political rival-

ries were tepotted in areas -

- under category 2. )
- Those listed under cate- "

gory 3 have violent incidents-

that are election-related.

- Renato M_a;%butay,'. o
Comelec-Northern Mind- -+

. anao director, expressed his
reservatiot ox the inclusion
. of Cagayan de Oro o the -

poli watchlist that the PNP
mleased on Mondf_ly. .

=

" Magbutay said the Comelce
~dissoclates itself from the Jist,
- noting that the PNP did not - -

consilt with thie poll body, -
- Magbutay sald he ex-

pressed his reservation

during the meeting of the -

‘Regional JointSecurity. .
- Coordinating Center at the .-
- PNP regional headquarters at
-Camp Alagar last week,” - '
He said Misamis Orjcrital -
and Bukidnon, which are not
- on the list, have more violent
-incidents dug to atrocitics _
- committed by New People’s ™ .
- Army rebels. BRIRTENE

~Cagayan.de Oro Mayor. - -
Oscar Moreno said there was |

" no recent violent incident in
the city to Eustify its inclusion
- on the pol :

watchlst, .

Meanwhile, five persons’
were arrested in Luzon on
Monday for violation of the
election gun ban.

Police said Mark John Bic- .

cay, a resident of Bangued,

- Abra, ylelded a caliber 38

* revolver at a Comelec check-
 point in Barangay Tangadan, -
San Quintin, " T
- Jayson Andbres, 26, alleged-

ly shot his father Melecio, 48,

© In Barangay Rizal, Cauayan,
., Isabela while public school

[ R TR

o Program: «-2 .

teacher Pedro Limos]r, 41',--";- _‘

- reportedly shot his brothey-

in-law Reynaldo Galsim,
44, in Barangay Poblacton, -

- Aguilar, Pangasinan,

Llias Calansl, 33, was -~ - -

. caught carrying a jungle bofo .- -

at a karaoke bar in Barangay
San Antonio North, Bam- -
bang, Nueva Vizcaya. - -~

- Police said Genesoso Plata-. -
do, 52, thicatened to shoot his -
wife Liza following anqigu-

-ment in Balanga, Balaan;

Loose fireanns
~InSultan Kudarat, Mayor
Helen Latog of Bsperanza - -

- lown turned over 32 uphi- -+ - -
- censed fircarms to the inili-

tary on Friday insupport of
the government's Batik Bagil
Latog said the guns were

- collected by barangay cap-’
- tains from their:constituents,

Lt Col, Alvin Iyog, .-~
2nd Mechanized Infantry Bat-

talion commander, received
© the guns in a coreniony wit- -
- nessed by Jocal governtent
“and police officials, -- With:
© Ramon Efren Lazaro, Geiry

Lee Gorit, Eiva Visperas,
Raymuud Catindig, Artemio
Dumlao, Raffy Viray, Ramil

- Bajo - -
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Cotabato City,
Daraga under
Comelec control

BY GERARD NAVAL

THE Cammission on lilections (Comelec)
yesterday placed Iaraga in Albay and Cotabato
City under its controlon the heels of the recent
violenee in the two aceas ahead of the May 13
tidterm polls, ’

Ta a statement, Comelee spokesman James
Jimenez said Comclee contral shall be ef-
fective immediately in Dataga and Corabate
City upon publication of the poll hody’s
resolution and until June 12, the cad of the
election period.

Under the law, the poll body may place under
its immediate and direct eontrol any political
division, sulxdivision, unit, ar arca when cir-
cumstances, such as intcase political rivaley
between or among candidates; the presence of
paramilitary forces, private armics, or identifi-
able armied bands widely perceived to have com-
mitted terrorism or otlier election irregulatities
in past clectorul exercises; or other analogous
citcumstances, are present,

Under Comelee control, the Comemission shall
supervise all natonal and local officials and em-
ployees as well as police and milisary personnel
that ate required by law o pesform dutics relative
tor the conduct of the clections in the area.

- Tast December 22, Ako Bicol party-list Rep-

- tesentative Rodel Batocabe, who is funning for

Daraga mayor in the 2019 polls, and his sccurity

- #ide were shot dead during a gift-piving program
in his homctown,

Dataga Mayor Carlwyn Baldo, who is secking
reelection, has since been tagged as the alieged
mastermingd in the murder of Batocabe.

. The case prompeed recommendations for
Daraga o be plced under Comelee conttol,

As for Cotabato City, at least two people

dicd while several others were left injured in

~the New Year’s Iive blast at 2 local depart-

ment store.

This, along with other problems in secu-
tity, and peace and order in Cotabato City as
assessed by local clection officials, has also
prompied recommendations to place it under
Comelec control,

Comelee catled on the Civil Service Com-
mission (CSCY o temind all civit servants on

by s oa . - ..
- the prohibition to cogage in pattisan political
aclivitics ahead of the May 13 midtcem polls,

“A reminder to civil servants from @
PHCivilService would be welcome tight aboue

now,” said Jimenez {@jabjimences) on his "wit-

LCr ACCOUnt,

Le issued the appeal aftee a social medin post
went vical showing that an unidentitied govero-
nent agency s being requited to post posters
of former presidential aide and now senatorial
aspitant Bong Go, :

And based en the post, the alleped govern-
ment agency has nine designs to choose from,

See COTABATO > Page B3

COTABATO

with some even featuring Go and
President Duterte,

A photo of a tarpaulin of Go
being posted at the gates of Camp
Bagong Diwa in “Taguig City also
went viral last December.

Undee the law, any officer or
employee in the civil service,
except those holding political of-
fices; and members of the Armed
Fotces of the Philippines or any
police force, are prohibited from

engagiog in any partisan political
activity, except to vote of to pre-
serve public order,

Viofation of the said rule can be
considered as an election offense,
which cariies the penaity of one to
six years imprisonment, removal
of the right to vote, and disquali-
fication to hold public office.

Education Sceretary Leonor
Briones urged teaching and non-
teaching employees to avoid cn-
gaging in partisan political activi-
ties,

DepBd employees are also not
allowed to receive any contribu-
tions for political purposes; wear
shirts, pins, caps or any similas
clection paraphernalia bearing
the names of the candidates or
the political party; and utilize
government kesources for polit-
cal purposes,

Btiones also reminded teach-
as and non-teaching employecs
that serving as board of election
Inspectors in May is voluntary, —
With Buan Ovias

[ -

(.
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Electlon jargons clarlfled

_By Haymart I‘. lolo

. Gommlssion on Elections (Comelec)
spokesman James Jimenez on Tuesday explained -
and clarified varlous terms assoclated with the -
schcduled political exercise in May next yeat, -

- He specifically explained the différence
- between being “declared as hotspot 3
area’ and bemg under Gome]ec
control,” - -
“When the PNP declares that '
& placo-is & hotspot, all it -
means is that there will be
greater police alortness and
readiness in that place for- ;- -
varfous reasons,” he said. - { -
Jimenex added the
Comslec does not declare -
for itself too, that certain
- places are hotspots, but
that tho police will make the
recommondations based on - ot
their own apprectation of . v~
© yarious factms ' )

The difference being a “hotspot” and
“under Comelec control” depends on the -
' levels of threat ofa particular area;

'I‘he poll body 8 action becomes necessary,

_ however, when a place is recommended — by

. local election officials and the PNP or AI"P
‘to be put under its control,

~ - The difference being a “hotspot” and *under

_Gomelec control” depends on the levcls of
_threat of a particular area.

Currently, thero are already 19 areas in t.he
conntry which are in¢luded. in the election
watchlist due to election- ralated vmlence
recorded in those places. 72

Among the areas of concérn ingludes-
the munlelpalities of Sudipen and Balaoan
in La Union and Jones in Isabela, Lemery,

.Batangas, Roxas, Oriental Mindoro, Balud
and Dimasalang in Masbate and Daraga
town in-Albay,

The Hst also Includes areas in the Mmdauao
region such as Pagadian City in Zamboanga
del Sux, Cagayan de Oro City, Had)l Mohanimad
‘Aful, Tipo-Tipo and Lantawan in Basilan,

Sultan Dumalurdong, Mamasapano, Shariff
Aguek, Shariff Saydona Mustapha, Datu Unsay

* In Maguindanao and Marawi City,

.
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martial law and {he suspen:

15

was fi rst imposed in Mindanso in 2017, -

‘Thi pleawas contained in a cominent -
fited by the Offico of the Solicitor General
- (08® as ordered by the SCwhichdeclded -
to hold oral arguments on January ?2 _

Tand 23, St

- cled lJy Solicitor General Jose C ;
Calida, OSG Jawyors said that eonbrary

"" g ‘ith 1ehet]lon persistmg i
¥ Mmdanao, the exlension of -

¥ ¥ ston of the privitege of the .
_'wut of h‘lbeas corpus until Dee, 81, 2019 -
18 justified, government Tawyers told the
: _Supleme Comt (SC) yester(lay, January- :

They asked the SC {0 (lismlss the
: pehtlon filed by the group of Rep: Edeel.
Lagman, a%aﬂmg the conshtuhonaltly of .
the extesislon, the thwd since maitiallaw

w the allegahons n Lagmans pentwn

- rebeltion - akey requirement for deelara:
* tion of martial law under the Lonstitutmn
= pemsls in Mindabao. .. .
- Calida cited official repo:ts of the_'
Al*med Forces of the Philippines (AFP)on -
* “ongoing rehellion of the Daesh-inspired
groups and its local and foreign allies,
patticutarly the Daulah Islatiyah (DI)
and also of the Communist: Party of the .
- Philippines-New People’s Armiy (LPP—
- NPA) forces in Mindanao.” -
. He said that the “Daesh- mspued '
_ gwups have'shifted their strategy from -
. eslablishing a Wilayat to global insurgency. -
- orrebellion” and that “they continue their -
“ recruitment and radicalization activities
" teaching their new members how to
. launheh deadlier attacks and to sow chaos -
and instability that will extmmely endan- **
gerthepublie” .
x “Based on the AFP 5 end of filst )

. semester data, the Abu Sayyaf G: oup
* (ASG) has a tolal of 424 members with

473 fireaims. 'l‘hey are scajtered all over

_ Basilan, Sulu, TawiTawi and?amboanga-
‘covering 138 harangays; The Bangsam-
oo Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF)
‘has 264 members with 254 fivrearms and -
. affecling 50 barangays. The DI has a
“réach of 16 baranigays and is composed
. of 59 members of the Maute grovp with 61

firearms, smembers of the Maguid Group

~ with 10 fireaims, and 85 members of the.

- Turaifie Grovp with20 firarms. The total
harangays affected are 204 " the sohcltor

--genel atbared.” - '

At the sane timé Callcla clted the

"'attacks by the said groups from January
_'toDecemberlastyear as wellas the “con-
- sistent infhix of forelgii tervorists in the

country who ave primarily responsible for

- the conduct of trainings to local terrorist

fighters, especially in making iniprovised

' e:tplosivedewcesandmotwatjnglocaleto o

. &erve as suicide bombers.” -

" “This is on top of the ongoing rebel~ .
. lioit by the CPP-NPA and their attaclcs in-

Mindanao fast yoar,” he sald; Vo

- “Inthe prosent ease, 1t1sappdréntthat B
. thaNPAcontinues torisepublicly and take -
up arms agaiust the government. From
January 1 to Deccmber 31, 2018, thére -

have been a total of 369 NPA- initiated

violent incidents. 193 of these were cont-

mitted in Mindanao alone,” he said.
Thits, he said, the extension of martiat
faw and the suspension of the privilege of

'thewlitof habeas corpus for anotheryear -
-“I5 necessary to provide pubhc safety in -

Mindahao,” he added.

e pomledoutthat lhecessatmn ofthe ;

Marawisiege and the libevation of the city
from bervorists cannot be the sole basisto
lift martial law in Mindanao.

‘spilled over to other aveas in Mindanao

- and has spurred attacks from othei rebe]

- and terrorist groups,.,

* cussed, the factual circomstances which - -

“founded the basis for the séeond cxten-
sion of mattial law adoptcd by congress
througlt resolution of both housesno.4 on -
December 13, 2017, still exis{ and continu- -
‘ouslyposeathreat o the peace and onder

. AS already dis-

- Also, Calida said the S g
- “The Congress lias the sofe preroga-
tlve to extend martiallaw and {he susper-

SItuatlon in Mindanao,” htﬁlje?sscd

‘sion of the privilege of the writ of habeas
. corpus, The 1987 constitution does not

Iimit the period for which the congress
can extend the same, and prohibit the
congress from granting furtherextensions
to the proclamation or suspension.”

hrar ERR I

“The Honmahle cour: t mcogmzed the
. fact that the attack on Marawi city has

3
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alida defends martial law extension

- al on Tuestay asked the Supreme
. Court to distniss ilio petition fited

by opposilion Jawmakers fed by

~ Albay Rep. Tdeel Lagmat, insisi-

ing the legality of the extension of

‘martial faw in Mindanao, - - . _
- Ina 50-page comiment, Solici-
- for General Jose Calida argued the'

~ anti-martial law petition should be
. dismissed for lack of metil,

" Calida said the factual bases

to exiend the duration of the

.

“maztind taw in Mindanao un-
-der Proclamation No, 216 for

another Year or until Recem- -
ber 2019 slilt cxisted, condary | _ _
i . .end of first semester data, the Abu

Sayyaf Group has 'a total of 424

to allegations of petitioners, -

Ty

- Foreas that cited “ongoing rebol~

Cic T T Ton of the Daesh-Inspires groups
THI Office of the Solicitor Gerior- E
_ paiticutarly the Daulah Tslamiyah -
ahd also

and is local and ‘foreign allies,

of the Conmmunist Parly

“of thé Philippines-New People’s

- Any forces in Mindanao,”. o
.1 He revealed that the “Daesh-
- daspired  groups * have - shifted -

- Slabitity that will -extremely - en-

~.According fo him, rebellion, a
key requirement for “declaration’”

of martial law vinder the Constiia- -~ 1¢ _
- Basilan, Suly,” Tawi-Tawi and

tion, pevsisted in Mindanao,-

o The olitef viate fawyr oited -

the official upoit from the Armed

Wilayat to global “insiirgericy of '
- tebeHion” and that “they continue
“their recruitment and -radicaliza-
“tion activitics teaching their neiv-
-members how to faunch deadiicr

their Strategy froin establishing

attacks and to sow chaos and in.
danger the public” . . o
" He suidh “Based on the AFPs -
membérs with 473 firearms, ' o
“They ate’ scattered all ‘over

Zanifioaiga coveting 138 y £
gays: The, Bangsamoro. Islamic

#hj

‘making

" -s6rvi s suicidc bomb
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Frecdom Fighters has 264 mem-
bers with 254 fircarms and af-
fecting 50 barangays. “The DI -
hasaieach of 16 barangays and is
composed of 59 members of the -
Maute group with 61 firearis, 6 :

. nembers “of the Maguid Group -

nct 85 members

wilh 10 firgartns, a I
up with 20 fire-

of the Turaifie Gro

arms, The total barangays affected

_at_'¢20_4.?"--‘-”_ e
- Calida- also cited the' nitacks :

by the svid groups from January

to Deceinber last year-as well as

the “consistent Influx of forcign

fertorists Tii the countey who are

- primarily -responsible: for . the
“conduct’ of trainings. (o Jocal

terrorist fighters,.especiatly i
making. improvised explosive
deviees and- motivating locals to

crst

-~ Besides the tercorist groups, he
also cited the onpoing rebeftion of
the CPPNPA and their attacks

Mindanao bast year, fi], .
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TUL NKATHIN'S LRADMING NEWEPATER

' gawn lumbers and banca keels with a
' - corresponding. volume of 1,471 hoard .
Illeg al 10 gs : feet aild an estimated mat kel value of
: ,pgs 620.00. b
i i On'the same day, anather smlilar
: Selzed ln -"opel ation was launched by the ele-
: "'mentsof 361B troopers with CAA from
. Pandanon Patro! Basc at Barangdy
) Sul‘lg aO . Maitom, Tandag City which also re-
. - ‘suited in the suceessiul confi scation_
: -of illegally sawn Lawaan and Bay—
- ang lumbers with a corresponding -
. +.volime of 1,600 boacd feot having ani-
’ ’{‘A{JO Sl]l‘fgﬂﬂ del Sur - A seues - estlmated Tﬂﬂl ket value Of P30 000

' of anti-illegat logging operations was ' hesaid,
launcl]led by the Phnhppme At "my’s 36th - Since Janual y 2018 lmops of the
Infaniry (Valor) Battalion (36th 1B} in - : 36th IB canducted 13 successiul anti--

‘coordination with fhe Depariment of - fiegal logging operation in coordina-
Envitonirient-and Natuwal Resources - tion with the DENR and the PNP jn

-_ '_By MIHE v cnlsn.wnno

(DL I\fl'{) in the area of Laniza town - - the provinée of Surlgao del Sm that.
and Tandag City leading (o the'confis- ~.resulted In the confiséation of a total
cation of & total of 3,071 board feet of of 61,754,54 board fect of illegal Jogs:
illegal logs with an ebtlmdt(!d market - with an eatlmated ma:ket value of
valuo of $126,620," o lfl,a&? 096.80." L

" Li. Jonald D. Romm "08A, Clvil . o Lt Col. Xcrxes A Tlmld‘ld com-
M:]ltary Operation (CMO) qfﬂcel of - _manding officer of the 36th IB said that
the 36th IB told the Manila Bulietin on ~ “The 36th IB wiil support other gov-
Tuesday said th(, anti-illegal logging . ernment agencics in their mandate to

pmtect the nalural envivonntent i it our
i‘arca of operatien and we will perforin
our mandate and’ support the provitice.

operations were launched to help’
the government in the preservation
and plotectlon of the' remaining for-

est in Sutigao del Sur. He said these - of Surigao del Sur to altain peacc and .-
two anti- 1llegal loggmg openatmus Capr Ogl‘esswe commumty” L&
happened at 5 p m, and 9 . m on : . “We are serious in the o 1paign

I‘: iday. B agamsl: anti-ilegal logging operation
* Flements 'of “Chan Im Company” ~ and will support othér law enforcement

of 36th 1B together with DENR Cantil- agencies. Let this he a'stern warning

lan, Surigao del Sitr; as lead agency, 1o ail illggal loggers in the Province.
laun(:hcd a joint anti-iltegal logging op- . ~ Stop your ilicgal activities or suffer
cralion ai Barangay Sibahay, Lanuza, | - the consequences provided by law,"
Surigao del Sur which resulted in a . "rinidad told the Manila Bullctm an ,
successful confiscation of illegaily _ fllebddy e
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| Umty Walk prayer rally, and covenant -

signing for HOPE in Zamboanga penmsula___

: Ilce ofﬁce going to Zamboanga Central

By NONOY E LAOSON
ZAMBOAN(:A CI‘I‘Y

.insila (PRO-9). led " the conduct of a
“Unity Walk, Pr ayer Rally and Pedce

" "Covenant Signing” in & bid t¢ help pro- -:
" mote the holding of an honest, orderly,
and peaceful clc(.tmns (HOPPJ in May .

- this yean

" PRO-9 Ditector Chief Supt mean

uel Luis D, T Acup sald that the activities

were sunultaneously conducted by all

other PNP regloml officeginthe couniry

on Sumlay to drumbeat the s@nﬁcance .

. of the May 2019 elcctlons and to herald
E the start of the election jcriod,

* Licup added the Unity walk and. _
Pcace Covenant Signing were part of-

© the PNP advocacy to promofe aware-

ness and encomage cammuml.y sup-' )

wanitan AR A

The. Pol:ce -
- Regional Office in &amboanga pen- . .

'_ por l for the mid term electlons

Among the national gover mnent

"agencles that participated in " the ac-.
tivity were’ the PNB Commissionon’
_ Elections, National Police Cormmission;
- Departments of the Intevior and Local -~
-Government, ])epal tment of Justics,
E Pepartment of Education, Commission -
~ on Higher Education, Department of -
- Enviromment and Natural Resotrrees,
- Departtaent of Public Works and High-
- ways, Bureau of Jail Management and
~ Penology, Departmient of National De- -
. fonse, Avmeéd Forces of the Philippines,
‘members of the academe, stucents,
‘ 1ellg|ous gloups, force multlpiicls,
. non-government organizations, and -
freqpectwc local candidates.. ... -
Licup said in Zamhoanga Cxty, .
more than 1,500 participants converged -

antl waiked fl om /amboanga Ctly Po-

" School SPED Cenlex where a shmt

. pmgxam was held. .
- Meanwhile, in Zamhoanga Delete .
close t0 1,300 participants met at the Di-

polag City hall and walked lowards the

' Dipolog Boulevard, Dipolog Cilyin Zam- -
< boanga Del Norte, Tn Zamboanga del Sur,

close to 1,200 particlpanls walked their

‘way {rom the Comelec office to Taklobo
Stage, Plaza Lu; Pagadian City, whcle :

lhe program was conduuc(l i
- In Zamboanga Sibugay, more than

. 000 partielpanis congregated ak Ipil Mu-
- nicipal Covered Couwrt, Ipil, Zamboanga

Sibugay and walked their towaids the Ipil
Covered Cowrt and in Isabela Gity, more

.+ than, 300 participants conver ged at the
. Isabela Cily Plaza and walked towards
_ theYsabela Cily (‘ymnaqium Isabela City
. whcrc the progl AN Was also conducted.




Gapay e Slcom

BY VICTGR REYES

MAL Gen, Gilhert Gapay, the
former chief of the Army’s
Mechanized Infantry Division,
has been nimed as the acling
commander of the military’s
Southern Luzon Command
oversecing counter-insuggency
_ opetations in the Calabarson,
* Mimaropa and Bicol region.
Gapay, 2 member of the Phil.
ippine Military Academy class
of 1926, asswmed connmand as
Soleam chief yesterdayin Camp
Gen. Nakar in Lucena Ciuy, He
wok over from Lt Gen. Danilo

The Natlonal Newspager

reiirement age of 56.

Gapay was named as MID -
“chief in January 2017, He also -
served as the Anmy chief of -

staff and deputy ¢ommander

of the AFPS Eastern Mindanan

Commarn,

AFP public afliirs chivf Col, -

Noel Detoyio said Gapay’s ap-~

pointment papers have yet to be'
signed by President Duterte, the.

mifitary’s commandee-in-chief,

Detoyato said the military
feadership recommended Gapay -

to be Solcom commander, “He

l"-amqm_ag‘_f.')f PMA class 1 985,
wha has reached the marnidatory

is the topnotcher of hiy PMA
class! He'ls a very competent
- administrative and Operations

offices,” he said of Gapay, |

AFP chief Gen. Benjamin -
. Madnigal Jr., wha presided oVer
the turnover ceremony, paid

ttibute 10 Pamonag, who ptevi-

-ously served as commander of
the Army’s Special Operations.,

Command. = -
- Pamonag played a key rale in

the Mheration of *Mazawi City

from the hands of the Dacsh-
inspired Maute Group in 2017
and in the defense of Zamba-
“anga City “from rogue ‘Mory

o January 2019 Ma l ay ql FPave: ___bi

chief, vice Pamonag

rebefsin 2013

“His outstanding leadership
-and capacity as a military com-
mander'were vical in out defense
of Zamboauga City, Marawi
City, and’ the Solcom ared of
responsibitity which serves as 4
gateway to ourcapital and céiter
of political and cconomic actiy-
iy, said Madrigal. =
00 behalf of ‘every soldier,

- aitman; sailor, and -maring, I

thank Lt. Gen. Danilo Pamonag

for his dedicated service and for
bis tireless wark jn defending
aur country againse any threat,”
Madtigal said,
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'Byl{atlﬂeenrdaenulquerm 3
o inammmgemtheneponels
Defcnse Secrctan y Delfin -
Lorcmana sald yestcrday :
he ‘would order a probo on E
the possible invoivement, -
‘of DND ‘personnel with a ,
Us subinarine. commandar ;
_ relleved of his postfor.
hiring prostitutes in the ;.
Phihppines Mfuch of last ..

year.,

August following a. “10ss
of confidence® in- his

ability to command the -

fast: attack submaune Uss

Bremerion; 10w undeu,uh\g .

decommissiofing. -

- Investigation conducted
by U8 Naval Criminal’

.-[nvestlgative Service (NCIS)
' had established that. he paid
for “female accompaniment”

while the boat was In Subic'

Bay Freeport Zone,

B L L R

- _He later AW Zettel B

P with arownd 10 :

S Provocatively-dressed
e females. oL

!iowevcr, thcrc wero_}
altogations Zottel had help’
from DND personnel in.

" Socuiring the sa;vices of the |
CWOINEI.:

: “What?' 'I'hare 5 a DNDI_.

personnel involved? Pl have

thistnvestlgated,” Lorenvana said
- Atipster fold irvestigators

__7that Zettel had told him and -

another satlor at & hotet pool
thé submarine commarler -
had mqtlesbetl/m dered ..
gitls to anvive at tho hotel.”. 5 .
" One of the sailos said fie
fater saw Zettel with around. -

~10 *provocativoly dressed
. fomales outside the front (lom s

' Capt Tipvis &ettel_?’ ofthehotel“ o

was repmtedly relieved
of his. command last .
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PH firm should take over Hanjm operatlonsm--DND

By Marir.el V. Cruz and Vlto Barcelo
A FlLlPINO company s acquismon of

the shipbuilding business of the debt-
_ tidden. Hanjin  Heavy Industrics and -
Construction l’h:hppmes will he ben-
eficial to the ongoing modernization ef. -
" dealing with the matter is stiII up to lhe

forts of the Philippinc Navy, .
This was disclosed by Defense’ Sec«'

retary Delfin Lofenzana “when asked
: lhe ideal set up,” he said.,

- Lorenzana eartier said that the DND'.
__w11[ moititor those'who have exprcsse(l -
) lercst to nwest in HH!C-Phli as |t is near -

Tuesday if it is possible that FIHIC-Phil

can be tapped for the ongoing Self- Rell- K

ance Project of the country, .
“We still lack complctc mfonnatlon

about it so T will def‘cr any comment, Au-

-yway, our economic inanageérs are Jook-
ng into it, [#t] would be good if a local -

company would acquire and operate it {o
support olr N'wy modernization,” Lot

-enzana added in a text message,
“The defense chief, “however, 'said "
: Authorny, HHIC-Phil fifed & petition Tues-
i day Inst week af the Reglonal Trial Court in
; Olongapo City “to initiate voluntary reha- -

country’s economic team, -
Tt {is] up to them to decide but that § is

4

bk o

the Philippine Navy's majot’ docking and
anchorago area of its Idrge naval vessels, - -
Hanjin revealéd that it has USD1.3 bl ;

lion oulstanding loans---USI400 mittion
~from Philippine banks and USD900 mil- -
" lion from South Korean lenders, [

According to Subio Bay Mctropohtan |

bilitatioi ufider Republic Act 10142, other-

“wise known as *An Act Providing for the

Rehabrh[auon or Ligaidation of B Financially
Dlslrcssed l’.mcrprlses and lndwaduals”
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B ByJodeeA Agoncillo .
. @JagoncﬂloINQ

The Quezon Clty Reglonat Trial: '
: Court Branch 100 on. Tuesday
~‘dismissed  the charges against’

Rafael Baylosis, a peace consul-
. tant for the Natlonal Democrat-
e Front of the. ‘Philippines
_ (NDFP} and Roque Guillermo J1.,
“saying: their arrést was. |l!egal
“with the state "fatlmg to meet -
_ its burden of proving their guilt -~

beyond reasonable doubt,”

- Inher décision, Judge Ed:tﬁa_
: Mina :Aguba ardered - the -re-

- tease of Baylosu; and Gurllermo
fromjaitin Camp B'ngong Diwa. .

_ . The court also granted the’
accuseds demurrer to- ew-
dence.. | -

Followhlg thelr re!ease, i

' lawyers group is set to file coun:

tercharges agamst memcers of.

observation of mankind can ap-
prove as probable under the cir-
cumstances,” the decision reads.

In astatement, Rachelle Pas-
tores, a lawyer with the Nation-
al Union of Peoples' Lawyers
{NUPLY}, said the judge pointed
out the “incredulity of the po-
lice narrative of the surveillance
and arrest.”

“The defcnse pointed out
not only lapses. but grievous
precedural mistakes, and thus
exposed concerted, malicious
cfforts to fabricate the charges,”
she added. - _

Baylosis was the first consul-
tant arrested after President
Puterte unilaterally terninated
the peace tatks in November 2017,

Adelbeito Silva, Vicente Lad-
tad and Rey Casambre were sub-
sequently arrested and, simifarly,
falsely charged, the NUPL said.

. Rafael Baylosis

lhe Phihppme Natmnal Poln:e
and the Armed Forces. of :thé
Philippines for: “false implica-

* tion” and “Faulty prosecution” of

‘Baylosis and his companion for
1]lega[ possesslon of firearms and

* “The dismissal of the case not
only vindicates Baylosis, who has
always asserted his innocence; it
also exposes how the police car--
ries out illegal actions—uvilifica-
tion, undue. surveillance, ijlegal
arrest, planting of evidence and
fiting of trumped-up charges—
against peace consultants and po-
litical activists,” Pastores said.

Count decision welcomed

Relatives of Baylosis wel-
comcd and ce]el:nated the court
decision.

"We expect the order to he
carried out at the Metro Manila
District Jail 1V and that there
will be no hindrance to his liber-
ty, Eleanor de Guzman, Baylo-
sis' daughter, said in an Inqulrer
interview.

The fight, however, does not
stop with her husband, trade

g

e:‘cplos'ivés in January last year,
'Baylosis and Gutllermo were

_ted with iwo .45-caliber plStOlS
tuckedin their waists,

_ them was a bag of red uce w1th
: agrenade ms:de o .

{nconslstenc:es
.- The' judge said "the- clalm
about the ‘visibility of the guns,
was“seriously doubted” and im-

~ probable, and that” the statg-

. ments- of the- police witnesses
were' "peppered - with inconsis-
tencies” and were contradnctmg

*|For] evidence to be believed,
~ ftinust not only proceed from the
mouth of a credible witness, but
it must be credible in itself, such

. as the. commen experience and

union organizer Marklen Maaojo
Maga, who is still detained on
“trumped-up"” charges of illegal
possession of fircarms and
murder, she sai¢l..

"We all know that the
charges and pieces of evidence
against activists and other po-
litical detainecs were just fabri-
cated. We maintain that thefr
arrests were illegal,” De Guz-
man said.

“The lawyer's group is also sct
to file countercharges against
“erring officers” from the Crimi-
nal Investigation and Detection
Group-Manita and the Intelli-
gence Service of the AFP.

L.ast year, the court also dis-
missed similar charges filed
against peace consultant Ruben
Saluta and his five companions
for faiture of the pro ccutlon to
prove itscase. NQ

‘Also al!egedly found wuh'

: arrested while waiting for a ride’
. in Quezomn City on Jan. 31, 2018,
~ after they were allegedly spot-

-~
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By’ Jeannette I.Andrade L
@jlandradelNQ L

"I he Armcd Forces of the Phlllp

pines chief of staff, Lt, Gen. Ben-,

jamin Madrigal Jr., urged other

local governments to follow the

example of Sibagat town in Agu-
san del Sur, which formaltly con-
demned the communist rebets,

commumsr msunemcv :

*_ I & statement ‘on Monday,

' "Maclngal lauded the municipal-

ity for declaring the Communist -
--_completely annihilate_ the com-.

-Party-of the Philippines-New

E Peoples Army (CPP-NPA) per-
sona non grata ina Dec. 21, 2018 o
_council resolution. o

“We hope that more LGUs fo-

cal governent units) will finally

_recognize the need to take simttar

* AFP CHIEF ﬂF smFF 1’0 L6US: DECLARE REDS PERSOA NON GRATA

acnons agamst the NPA and its :
- Base where 12 ‘soldiers’ and

front organizations and join the

. whole-of-nation "approach to - i > 4l
'-:_several flrearms were taken, -

mumst armcd conﬂtct " he sald

NPA rald

~ The Sibagat town_council’

issued thie resolur:on_foilowmg

.a Dec. 19, 2018, raid by the CPP-

NPA at the new Tublgon Patrol
mifitiainen were abducted and

Sibagat Mayor- Maria Liza

: '_-Lvangellsta and- the” municipal
* legistative council unanimously

approved the resolution con-
demming alleged atrocities com-
mitted by the CPP-NPA. a7
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MINI]ANAII HEBEI.S BEEFUP
~ NPA N LUZON-ARMY EXEC

BONGABON NU EVA ECI~

JA=-Cofamunist rebels from
* Mindano Have been helping
- "localmembers of the New Peo- -
© ple's . Army - (NPA) intensily .

~their operations in Nueva Eci-

* ja, Aurora and Nuéva Vizcaya,

~ provinces, an- Army official
satd here. '

Col. Rowen : To!entmo,;

* commander -of the Army's

703rd brigade based here, sald .

‘the rebels had moved to Luzon

] Mmdanao L
Clllng mtelligcncc reports,

' _lolentino sald the: rccruited:'
‘rebels were promiscd “bettér
situation” in 1. uzon by the NPA_

leaders, .~ - .
“These rebe[s from Mln-

danao move in _platoons and’

hide in the mountain ranges of

Sterra Madre and Cordillera in -

"the ‘eastern part of Nuc\f‘l Bei-
ja," he sald

Harassmcnt

© “Part of their. operatlon i5
to harass owners of harvesters

and construction’ companies.
. They “demand revolutlonaty

tax from them,” he added. -
- Accotding to-him, a har'—

vesler, a truck and a cement’

mixer were burned fast year by

the rebels after their owners -

Iy

rcportcdly refuscd to pay rev

-olutionary tax.
He said continuing military o

bperations agalnst the rebels

hidd resulted [n casualties en

bothsides.

' Two rebels were killecl in a-

recent encountér with govern-

’ _’mentsoldiers under the 7thin-
fantry . . Divislon " at - Fort’

Magsaysay in Palayan Clly
whilea soldter (lled in an NPA N

i ambush

- since last year-amid helght- . .
ened mllitary operations i o- .

_ Arrests . :
‘Ihe mi!itary also rccovered .

" 24 firearms from the febels in
separate cicouiters and over-

ranantajor NPA ¢ camp near the

ﬂNueva Ecua aud Amona bor-
o der,

Pour fcmale rebels mclud-

- ing a University of the Philip-.

pines student, were arrested
while they were conducting
teach-ins in 3’ Nueva Ecua

“town. -

- “We got wtal infolmation'

" from the captured rebels and

from . the documents  recov-
ered from those kllled " Ta-

' lentlno said.

. "Wearerel ntlessly'operat-
Ing against the beefed-up [op-

“erations of the] rebels who are

on constant mave and some-

_times - mingling with the vil-

lagers.” ~anseLMO ROQUE ' ING
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“counter-intel vs Reds

By EMMANUEL TUPAS.

e Philippine National Poltce (PNP) is not
‘backing down from conducting intelligeice -

- the Comniunlst Party of the Philippines (CPP} : -
- despite bein’i}'at the receiving end of criticisms: .
has been under fire for its profiling © - .

of some iembers of militant groups, suichasthe : -

- The PNP

Alliance of Cone¢rined Teachers ACT).

. rebels,

- PNPspokesman Chief Supt Benigno Dusana g
" Jr sald it is their duly to i)m_tct:t the country -
o links to communist: |

from groups with allege

1

|

7 “We will be remiss:in our job }f we are not.

" to the eneinles of the state,” Durana told ANC:

A AERRE

~ Tnstead of criticizing the PNP, Durana said,
{he ACT and other progressive groups should”
be thanking them for their efforts lo weed out -
communist rebels using their groups to over- -

(hrow the government. -+ -

- “Those genuine progressives shou'l'd:.'a_clu_;
* ally be thankful 1o the state that is taking care -

of them,” he said.

- Durar reminded _thé AC’l that i:_yw'és CPP -
founder Jose Maria Sison who menfioned that
thelr group is among_the rebels’ legal front

organizations.

- Durana was teferting to a video of a young- -

. cr-looking Sison staling that the ACT is among
* the fegal democeatic forces fn the country.

* “That's comnioi sense inany government. It

- operations of peiceived front organizations of ; - hastheright to protect itself against those out to.

cestabilize and underminé ils very existence,”
hesaid. = . -0 g L
.Opposition lawmaker Albay Rep. Bdcel

Lagman said the Duterte administration is atse

_plpflling OFhE‘;.l' groups. and . non-government
organlzations, -, - e T

. . "The gclicme vidlhicé th’é _fOllOWillg- basic

- rights and fundamental freedoms, among oth- -

ers: association, expression, dissent; pursult of -

- legitimateadvocacies, and the right to privacy,”

carrying out ous role of conducting régularin- - Lagma said in questioning the policy of the.

telligence and counter-intelligence operalions -
_against elements of organization thatare allied .

* -8ecurities and Exchange Commission (SEC),

Lagman was referring to the November 2018
SEC Memorandum Circudar 15 seeking “de-

tailed mandatory disclosires” of some groups
- and organizations on their failure to comply

with the requitements, -~ .. . -

Among the new requirements are for NGOs
to submil thelr (a) sources of financing; (b) utiti-
zatlon of funds; and (c) generally, the activities
they underlake which is “under the pretext

-of money laundering and terrorist. financing

W .

abuse,” I
“I's a crackdown oiv defense of human

© rights v which NGOs and foundations ave ac-
| _iiv:e._l y_ea.;gagdd in the wake of the unmitigaled .




war against Negal drugs and the govern- ;. -
ment's contlnuing harassment and repressive .
policies against human rights defenders,”

Lagman satd, .~ -

" “Phe SEC warned that it can “enlist the aid

“and support and/or depulize any and-all en- :
forcement agencles of {he government, civil -
~or military as well as any private institution, b
corporation, firm association or person” in

conducting the investigalions.

Condo tenants included '?

‘Residents of GSIS Metrohoines -
Phase I in Manila also questioned
the PNP policy of requiring them
to stibmit a list of tenants and unit

“ownersof a condominium building.

"An advisory from building offi-.
cials said the PNP has requested for
" a complete list of lenants and unit ;

owners which will be submitted to .
the city goveriment of Manila. - -
- The residents weie also asked to
submit a copy of a.government or -
school ID, or their birth certificates,

.. "The data was supposecdly request-

ed by the PNP “in order (o identify -
Jocal residents of the area in case of

- i " P ..

any untoward Incidence.

; . A

. Privacy commijssiones Raymund

Liboro said residents may decline

to comply with the request, not- |
ing possible violations of the data.
“privacy law such as lack of the data

‘pracessing consent statement that
the dala subjects must sign.

- “Any form of colléction should .
satisfy the requirements for:data:

processing. If you are processing

personal data, it’s very ¢lear what -

- are covered by lawful processing of
personal ifformation. Did the dala
subject give his or hee consent? Is the

‘processing of perdonal data neces- -

sm}y?"' Liboro remarked..

processing. The process is provided

of by existing laws and regula-
tions,” he added. L

Liboro said the data privacy law

recognizes the role of law enforce-

‘ment in ensuring public order and

security. :

“But you just have to be sure and.

'spt.'.ciflc about the puepose, Secondly,

make sure that the rights of the data
subjects are upheld,” hie added,

* Durana, however, sald there is -

‘nothing wrong with the requust of
police for a lst of tenants and unit
owners of condontinium bulldings.

|4

"The data subject needs. fo give
his‘or her consent apecific to the data

" He said lhere is llﬁthin nusual with thi-
" activity that s oo 2o nothing unusual with the:
s f_e_iy.y ._1t_1t.i.s, Part of effor ts to Pr(.,r.,.mm pu.,blic' |
P Durana S.'lid he ha_é 0 in S .
- dirctive cam frov ¢ information if the
& id:réctive_ came from PNP national hcadquartek;
Ao Camp Crame, He surmiged though that it
came from the local police.” -~
"Wspatt of their police community relations .

: ;pt'oject designe_d {o promote peace and order,”

" Providing a list of occupants for a par:
‘tleular condominium building can be used
;f’_or proper accounting of residents during
remergency situations and calamities Duran

_pointed out. &p S %
. Durana said the st s “an information that
‘can bc,:’ used to ensure peace and order and
gafely._ g _._\W_ith Delon Porcalla, Janvic Mateo’
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" 3__NPAs surrender’

o 'Jaspar Edward Obar, lhe 51st Inrantry :
. 'Beltalion Commander. fBasedon” -
ourinitia ustoc_lral deb rng.thcy
a ressured by ol froops: who
‘wére rélentiess n combating the
- pommunists NPA tercorists in the :
- hinterlainds of fligan Gity," LTC oObar
Lo- - sald. Meanwhlle. Maj Gen. Roseiler -
£ Murillo, 15t Infantry Divislon and Soint
| o Task Force Zampelan (Zamhoanga . "
.. Penifisuia and Lanao Prownces)
" “Commander, commended the . ;
i * efforts of the troops that led to Ume o
- stirrendér of the three cormmunist NPA
terrorists, “We encourage more NPAS
() stirrendor and take advantage of
- the Enhanded Comprehensive _Loc_al
. Integration Program (ECLIP}ofthe -
. governinent,” Ma]. Gen, Murillo addcd
- _[BonltaL ‘Ermac) J 3

b
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13 electlon
hotspots

, m 110110

By 'mm mn

ILOILO CITY—-Authoutles have

identified 13 towns In lloite pr uvmce

as election hotspots

“Supt. Bonifaclo Ancajas Jx, dep L
uty director for operations of Toilo R
Police Provincial Office JPPO),
sald the towns are Anilao, Ajuy, Bin-
‘gawan, Concepelon, Dingle, Estancia, -
* nal, and can change dm ing the whole _

Lambunao, Lemery, Maasin, New

Lucena, San Dionism, San Em‘ique, o

and Sara, -

© Thc Hoifo ProvmcialJointSecun- -
r ty Cooxdmatufg Center, which is also

. eaa,” Aneajas Sald '

- made upof the Avmy's 301st Infantry
“Brigade (301 IB) and Commission on
- Blections (Comelec-Itoila), identified
- the aréas based oni their history of .

clection-related violence.

Many.of the areas are in the 5th:
Disu ict or northern Hoilo provinee,
. where a number of political support-,

ers died in the past three elections. -

~ Authorities arve also looking at the -
: _threat from the New People’s Army
(NPA), which has stepped up attacks
' in ceniral and southern lloilo, =
There were three separate en-
counters hetween the NPA and the
“Army's 61st Infanfry Batlalion (61
IB) sinee Jan, 11. A cmpmal Aldlin'--_

altack. -

Cabilas, WT wounded in the Jan 14
“Theé nu ber of hotslmts is not fi-

electioi periocl

ATt remaing to be séen, but we '

hope there will be no cldditmnal al»

oy
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o i)ef‘#_ﬁSe'. Seeretary Delfi n'__Lgljén- )
zana last night said that the claim of

gt

_ mmmmumomm

-_ Clauﬁéf backchannel talké wuth
Reds us fake | news Lorenzana

B:.r ramc:sr WAKEFIELD o
_ang GENALYN D, KABILING -

A

former Philippine Coconut Aathority

‘heatl Avelino “Billy” Andal that he has
heen given the green light to hold back- - .-

~dloor peace negotiations with the local - vadm Panelo,on ]11=: p‘ut could ' 8'

not conf‘ irn Andal’s cIaIm

-atthe Palace, -
“Kung sinabi ii Pl‘eaddcnte sa kanya

let mo say that we are always positive on
- any development...
he added. '

.maing open lo the revival of the peace
 talks if the rehels would stop their at-
. facks and otherillegal activities “because

- he doesn‘t want Fmpinos lullmg each -

othel P
“What is unpoﬂant to me is :E‘ there

i_s oie, then the CPP-NPA (Communist -
1. Parly of the Philippines-New People’s

“Army) at this time and for a change
:should listen to the President ~ enough
-of these ambuscades, enough of these
. extortion activilies and we will sit down,
_And most likely, they may finally listen to

the uirgings of the President. I think they

_he said.

- Board, had earlier said he has already
started to reach out to some representa-
" tives of the communist group who have

" “Nagpaabot na ako agad ng feeler

 feelers to tatk to them and actaally, they

{ -are happy because they also want to re-

|- sume the peace talksl,” he said.

bR dne.. -

- 41 do ot have any information on
that, It could be,” Panelo to]d reporigls'_ :

di good: He can do his best and 1 hope - - -
the other side will do his best, too, But
good for all of us,” -

But Panelo sald the President re- :

- are also tired fighting the gover nment,” :

- Andal, now a member of the Movie.
-and'lblevlsmnRewewandClasaiﬂcauon :

|- weleomed the Presidént’s willingness to
- restart the peace process, -

| para makausap sila at actually tuwang- .
" tuwa sila dahil gusto rin nila ay hurmalik -
sa usapang pangkapayapaan {I've sent °

_Lommunlst rebet gr oup is ldkc Hews. "

- *Rilly Andal’s claim hé was lappe(l

_ by the I’l'esldent tohald b'lckchannelmg

- negotiations is fake news. The Prosi-
- dent says he never. ordered him to do:
- 80,! Lorenzana said in a text, nwssage

to Defense reporters. = -
Presidential spokesman &al

;Clalm of backohannel ' “

“'I‘hey are exlremcly glad na magka
kal‘oon‘ at saka open ang Pangulo para ™
sa pag-uusap [They ave extremely glad

Andal saidthe Presidentordered him
last week to help enable the revival of the -
‘peace negoliations with thc group led by

" Jose Maria Sison.

&

1

- that Lhe President is open to the tatks],” "
“he added.

“Napag-utusan angi myong, lingkod at '

utos mula sa Presidente na kung maaii
ha-resume ang pag-uusap sapagkat ang
kanyang pinagdidiinan ay bilang Presi-

- dente ay siyay kaibigan at hindi kaaway

ng sinuman maging gl mga rebeldé -

. have been ordeved by the President to
- possibly help resuine the talks because

he stressed that as President, he {sa

friend and not an enemy of anyone in-

cluding the rebels),” he said in a phone .

interview with reportets.”

“Makipag-hackcharinel talks doon
sa mga lider ng CPE, kay Joina kabilang

-siempre si Joma na nasa ibabaw ¢ lider

ng tahat. Pero siyempre before doing

that, kailangan miina mag-groundwork

- samga lider nanandito sa Pilipinas [I've
been ordeved to hold backchannel tatks

with leaders of the CPP (Communist

"Party of the Philippines), Joma who is

the leader. But before doing that, there,
shoultlbegroundwmkwnthleadcmmthe '

Philippines],” he added. .
Peace talkshetween the government

- énd the communist group collapsedin 2017

after President Dulerte donouncad the

-deadly rebel attacks on government troops

and other atrocities against the people.
Duterte signed a proclamation declaiing

- thetermination ofthe talks and designated -
- the CPP- NPAatermmti,roup -

i
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‘Fake news,” says Lorenzana
of MTRCB member’s claim

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYGR
and VICTOR REYES

A MEMBLR of the Maovie and
Television Review and Classifica-
tion Board yesterday said Presideant
Duterte has asked him to lead
backchannel alks with communist
leader Jose Maria “Joma™ Sison,
Avclino “Billy” Andal, a former

administrator of the Phifippine
Coconut Authority, in several radio
interviews, also said hie has statied
0 reach out to sonie peaple to hefp
him talk to Siscn, and the feedback
hic got was that “they ate extremely
glad” that the President is open to
teseming peace ncgotiaiions,
Defense Scerctary Delfin
Lorenzana last siight said the

President has not tapped Andal
for backchanacl talks with the
communists. ' .
“Latest info on Billy Aadal’s
claim (hat he was tapped by PRRD
to conduct back channcling with
the CPP/NPA: Ltis fake news. The
President says he never otdered

- See FAKE > Page B3

FAKE

im0 do 50,” he said ia a message.

Chief Presidential Legal Coun-
sel Satvador Panclo said he was not
aware of the President’s supposed
directive to Andal but maintained
the President has always been
open to returning to the negotiat-
ing table.

“He (Duterte) has been open
to that ever since. The only condi-
tion is stop dojng this ambuscades
and extortion activitics because he
docsn’t want Filipinos killing cach
other. 'Fhat has been his line and
policy ever since, even when he
was still a mayor (of Davao City),”
he said,

Andal is said 1o have ties with
sotne farmers and militant groups,
having been an activist when lie
was 4 stadent. He was chaitrman
of the Rodrigo Duterte Volunteer
Foundation, which campaigaed for
Duterte in 2016,

The PCA’% governing board
ousted Andal in June 2017 for foss
of trust and confidence. Andal had
been investigated for alleged itlegal
collection of fees from harvested
coconut lumber. He was appointed
by Duterte to the MTRCB in Janu-
ary 2018.

Andal said the order was given to
him by Duterte Iast weck duting an
event in Manila they both attended.

“Actually, napag-utusan ang
inyong lingkad, utos mula sa Presi-
deate, kung maari i-resume ang
pag-uasy(s sapagkat ang kanyang
pinagdidiinan bilang Pecsidente,
siya ay kaibigan at hindi kaaway
g sinuman, kabilang na rebelde
(Actoally, T was instructed by
the President, if the talks ean be
resmned, because his stand as

President, he is a friend and not
an enemy to anyone including the
rebels),” he said, _

Duterte last year ordered the
cancellation of peace talks at the
national level and said localized
negotiations weuld be pursued
instead.

Duterte started formal peace
negaotiations with the conmunists
after he assumed the presidency
in 2016, Tour rounds of formal
talks have been held before he sus-
pended, then finally cancelled, the
peace talks beeause of continued
attacks by the New People’s Army,
the 2emed wing of the Communist
Party of the Philippines of which
Sison is founding chairman,

Informal meetings were sup-
posed to be held late last year,
including one requested by Iidel

- Agcaoiti, chairman of the negotiat-

ing pancl of the National Demo-
cratic Froneof the Philippines, and
NDIP consultant Luis Jalandoni,
with Duterte. The nmieeting did
not push through after Agcaoili
and Jalandoni expressed concern
they will be arrested if they return
to Manila,

Jalandoni and Ageaoili are based
int the Netherlands like Sison who
has been on self-exile there sinec
the late 80s,

Panclo said it is wscless to talk
peace with the communist rehels
if they continue to engage in at-
tacks, extortion activities and other
tllegal acts,

On Duterte’s tapping of Andal,
Panclo said, “Kung sinabi ni Presi-
dente sa kanya, di {if (he President
told him, then it’s) goed, He can do
his hest and I hope the other side
will de his best e0o.

The Quezon City Regional Trial

%,

Court Branch 100 yesterday dlis-
missed the charges of ilegal pos-
session of fitearms and explosives
filed against NDFP consultan
Rafael Baylosis and co-accused
Raque Guillermo due to lack of
sufficient evidence,

“I'his Court, alter consiclering
the evidence, finds the evidence
insufilicient to support a finding of
conviclion,” Judge Bditha Miiia-
Agoba said in a 27-page decision.

Aguba likewise found the. ar-
test of Baylosis and Guillermo
as illegal. )

“The arrest of accused being
illegal, the subsequent scarch on
the persons of accused and the
putported confiscated items can-
not be used as evidence against
them,” she said.

Aguba said no arrest warrant
was issucd against the accused
and they wete not arrested while
committing a ctime,

Baylosis and Guillermo were
arrested on January 31 last year at
Aurora Boulevard and Katipunan
Ave. after President Dunerte taggred
the CPP and NPA as terrorist or-
ganizations.

Police repotted recovering two
cal. 45 pistols, 14 ammunition, two
magazines, and a prenade from
the two,

The court said the confisca-
tion of the jlems was also illegal
hecavse it was “not 2 product of a
search incidental to a lawtul arcest
ora stop and frisk search.”

The court also ordered the re-
lease of Baylosis from the Special
Intensive Care Area 1in Bicutan,
Taguig Ciey. It also ordered 1he
relurn of the P120,000 cash bong
Guitlermo had posted. — With
Bvau Ovius
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NPA ‘ARSONISTS’SURRENDER IN SULTAN I(UDARAT
+ SHARIFE AGUAK, Maguindanac: Two members of the New PeOpTOS Anny (NPA} amn-.
munist guemlla in Suftan Kudarat provinge surendered to government troops In Senator
Ninoy Aqulno town, two weeks after the rebes forched a heavy construction equipment
~inthe governments Infrastructure project in Barangay Hinalaan of Kalamans|g town. Ka .
Glen, 55, and Ka Jongle 35, dlalimed to be members of “Plaiogn My Phone," the group
*that was flushed by the 33r¢ Infantry (Makabayan) Battalion {331} out of Esperanza-
_ Bagumbayan area in the second quarter of 2018, Lt. Col. Harold Cabuno, commanding -
" officer of the 3318 presented the rebelsto 1t. Col Jorge Garcla of the Marine Battalion .
Landlng Team 2, at the Makabayan | Baltalion s headquarters here, The surrenderérs timed ;
" over two 9rm MH lngram submachine Ka Jongle sald they realfzed the flllf!ll)‘Of thelr :
i#abse saying, “We were made to believe that the communists can help us diaim back our
‘ ancestral lands*But he added, the:rfnvulvement Inthe communist group had bmught
 more suffering to them and their communities, Meanwhile, Garda pledged to assist
* the former rebels by processfng them to receive the social beneﬁts tnder the Enhanced
Comprehensive Local Imegration Program ofthe government. ;\
o ' JULMUNIR JANNARAL--

AT




. (Q January 2(519

The Wanila @m

Page: @?

23 NPA rebels surrender |n Laguna Illgan

‘ [AMP VICENTE llM, !.aguna. l\venly .
“umieinbers of the New People's
‘Army (NPA) surrendered to.
. the Police Regional Office-Cal-
-abﬂrmn in Kalayaan, Laguna,
“while another rebel and two'

militia also yielded'to the 51st

Infantry Battalion (SIIB) Ihgan

City recently. =
Chief Supt. Kdward Carran?a,

" Calabarzon Police director, said .
‘the tebels were under the Sub-
Regional Mililaly Area (SRMA) -

4A operating in laguna and_.

* adjacent provinces. -

. The surrenderets were moslly'
chieftains and members of "Sa-’
mahang Ijlimagal, -an cthnic. .

" group based in the Mountain

‘Range of Laguna, Rizal and"

" Quezon, who were recruited by

“"the NPA and serve.as advance .

post in ihe mountains.

* Carranza identified the rebels
as Ka Saro, a rinnerfcourier; Ka
Ruben, a Dumagat from Sierra

-Madre;- Ka Bonay,. NPA spot-.
ter and a Dumagat chieftain
based in Sitio Pulot,’ Baran_g_a_y

- Antonio; Ka Banal, NPA intelli-
-gence officer; tebel cotiriers Ka -

~and wife of slain Dumagat
leader Tatay Kardo who was

L urslana, Laguna;..

San Amomo, Ka Rauf helper/ :
courier and Dumagat chieftain

in Smo Magalolun, Barangay .
San Antonio; Ka Kanlas, spob;_

ter and a Dumagat ¢hieftain in" .

Sitio Baldt Kahoy, Barangay San -

Anto; Ka Nosa, Ka Gibo and Ka_

Tata; Ka Deling, organizer of the .

Samahan g Dumagalll(abatas
/Kababaihan and mother of
Ka Marlo, secretary-general of -
Bigkis at Lakas ng Katutubo sa
Timog Katagalugan-(Balatik),

killed in 2003 by soldlels in

"Ka Deling's two sons — Aldin
and Koykoy, both NPA m_ember_s
— had to leave their homes in
Kalayaan town alter allegedly
being harassed by-the soldiers
to surrender, -

Other surrenderers were re-

_,_crmters Ka Joseph-and Ka Grace.
“ Ka Orlan, courler/Dumagat lead-
er{v:llage councmlan, Ka Bob,

supporler/spotler, Ka: Olan, Ka .

Lindo, courier Bundak Duimere;
Ka Mentong; Bundok Amuroy; -
'Ka Male, a llelper, and Ka Aman, -

““The group is based in Baran- .
gay San' Antonio, a rémote area -
.of Kalayaan, Laguna, -

They served as lettet couriers, .
delivering rice, canned goads_-:;_'
and vegelables to the rebels'in

the mountains, and as lookouts

todial clebr_le_ﬁng at Camp Vicente
Lim in Calamba City, Laguna.
One of then claimed to have

§ participated in the 2010 ambush.
. slay of Special Action Forces

(SAF) personnel'in Aniipolo

City; ambush of SAF in Baran-
gay Sari, Queron in 2011; and -
- by the troops’ relentless ih

the encounter with the 118 in ST
Infantey Batallion in Quezon;

- against government lroops op-.
“erating in the area,
The rebels, who also’ surren _
dered various firearms, grenades - «
. and ammunition, underwent cus--

2016. lhey were lssued ﬁlearms
siecl s 9mmy, AK 47, M-161ifle,”
“sholgun, M14 riﬂé,‘ca]iber-.35_?
ﬁre'drhl, and raliber '4'5'pié.l0|
- They also provide provrssons
~anid rations to the NPA 1w1ce or

. thrice a week, 7

. Carranza said the’ surrender
ers -revealed that several- stu-
dents from the University of
“the Philippines and Polytechnic
University of the Philippines

- periodically visit Sitio Pulot,

Sitio Magololon and Sitio Balay
Kahoy in Barangay San Antenio,
, ‘Meanwhile, another NPA

~tebel and two militiamen sur-

endered with their firearms to
‘the 5118 in Barangay- Ragongon,
_lllgfm City, '

. 1t Col. Jasper.Bdward Obar,

. Army's 5lst [nfantry. Batatlion

.The, NPA recruited the Di-.

‘._magats, Known a8 Bagmlgi_':"

commander, said the rcbels
admiitted- they were pressused

combating the NPA-lairs the
_hinterlands in the region. . .
" ROSELLE R. AQUINO AND

'Hukbo ng Bayan, from 199? lu_:':_- L

MASlDING NOOR YAHYA
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f Govt to CPP: Llsten
to Duterte, yield ¢ arms

MAIACANANG on 'mcsday urgett :

- meémbers of the Conimuinist Party .
“of the Philippines (CPP) to listen ;

to President Rodrigo Dulerle and ::
“Tay down their armis to give peace :

- negotiations another rotind,

This staterent came from Avel 1-"51

no Andal, former Phitippine Co-’
 conitt Authority administrator and |-

. now Movie and Television Review

and Classification Board member, |
- who said the President himself
‘asked him 10 lead backchannel
{talks with CPP foundmg chainman
Jose Ma. “Joma” Sison.

by Palace gpokesman Salvador -

| Panelo,; he said_he would not be -

;'suq}used if the President indeed : o T
““you fight? That is the problem,

reopened the backdoor negona~_
“tions. "

But what is _impor_tam to me is if

will sit down,” Panelo added. . .
“The NPA is-the New People's

‘Army, the armed wing of the CPP.
~"And most likely, they may

“finatly listen to the uigings of the

President. 1 think they are also'_ .

tired fighting the® govemmem
according to Panelo.

“While this was. not conﬁrmed

| sald it could be possdale )

there is one, then the CPP-NPAat
- this time and for‘a chahge should - € e H >
listen 'to the President. Enough ; “ate obeying him, he wants tofalk,
of these ambuscades, enoligh of -

. these extortion -activities and we .

The spokesman said Dutertehas

been open Lo the peace talks with
the communist rebels, as long as
the government’s conditions are
met,

©the resumption of the peace pe-

“*He has been open to that ever -

since. The only condition is stop -

- doing this ambuscades and extor- -, Duterte said he wanted the peace
i negothtions 1o be held in the Phil-
 ippines, infuriating Sison.

hon actlvities because he doesn’t

2 mayor,” he said.

Duterte was a long-time mayot '

of Davao Clty in southern Mm—' s
. _ror organization. and ordered the

“areest of its officials, -

- danao.

- Panelo satd il lhe rebels swould -
not heed the President’s condi- © ¢

tions, the peace talks woilld be
~ to combat the so- cal]ed Sparrow

- wrlually uiseless,
gumts of the NPA.

“That cannot be, hecausr: the
peacc talks will be i inconsisient;
~'There are peace talks, why would

begging the pardon of Joma Sison,
I think the problem is there is a
disparity between him and the
ground, He is not being followed.
Otherwise, if his ground forces

* then they should follow the condi-

_ nons," he added.

-Stitl, I’melo satd the govem~
ment was always positive about
any development on the peace

~ falks, since it would be for the

good of all Eilipinos.
“1n May last year, the Office of the

the CPP were engaged in “informal
hackchannel talks® in Furope.
“The meetings aimed 10 address

*- gotiations.

vant Filipinos killing each other, ;
 that hag beeri his fine and policy -1

ever since, even when he was snli + talksin November 2017 amid the

" NDPA's conti niied attacks on stale :

Presidential Adviser on the [’e'\Ce_ :
Process said the government and ™

" The govemment, however,
pu]]ed the pug on the plan when

Duterte terininated the peace

{eoops. -
tte then dcchrcd :he CP ater-

Duterie éven mulled the idea of
creating @ "Disterte Death Squiad”

' Last year, Duterte issued Memo-

‘randum Order 32,.which rein-
-forced the guidelines of the Artméd
Forces of the Philippines and the
Philippine National. Police in
‘impleinenting measiues to sup-
“press and prevent:such lawless
-violence; and Executive Order.70,
~which direcied the creation of a
, national task force to end the tocal
i communist msurgency, as well as

the adoption of a national peace
framework that will contain poki-

cies addiessing root causes ul‘the

conflict. :
" e also tried his hand in hokb
ing *localized” peace talks, which

- Sison slammed.

The government sa?a quch talks
have resulted in the surrender of

“thousands of NPA rebels,
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Dutertes backdor peace

By Kristlna Marahi

Pcacc bctwcen the gover tuncnt
an{l_Lim ct_mun_uni_sts has seen

‘a srlver llning after P:esldent Andal to start backchannci
. Rodrigo Duterte orderéd former talks with Communist Parly of:-
Philippine Coconut Author_il,y- the Philippines (CI'I} founding
{PCA) chalrman Avelino *Billy” ' - '

I'was asked by the President to: relay to Ml Sison "
hls'wwlz to'.-resume the pea.ce talks

From paye 1

chaiaman Joge Marna Slsun

" Andal; a political’ detameo_'-
dm:iing"l:he -regline of the late
strongman Fordinand Marcos,”

hared that the President.

pclsonally directed hitni to reach
oiit to the exiled leader at an-
event’ they both a!‘.tellded the___ _

past week,

“"Twas asked by the President" C
to mlay to Mr. Sison his wish

to resume the peace talks,” he

related: *Mr. Duterte reiterated
that as President, he 13 niot a foe_ g

hut-a friend of: overyone, \
including the robels,”

. Andal is curvently a member
of the Movie and Television Review
and Olassification Board, He was

interviewed over the phone-by -

Palace reporters yesterday to
confirm Mr. Duterte's order. -
““He said he initially wanted to
maintatn his- silence about his
task. But' Mr. Duterte’s order
had already reached tho media
and not cven the President's

spokesman, Scerctaty Salvador -

Panelo, was able to confirm 1t
right away,

He also divulged that he
roached out to some of his
confeitions in loft-loaning

groups to help bridge him and

Sison and hopefully resume
peace talks botween government
negotlators aml the CPP and lts
armed unit the New People s
Anny {NPA) ‘soon

“We hatg sbnt feclers,” Andal
shid. “Maiy of them in the Left
are actually elated that there is
a chance for us to go back to the
peaco table,” '

IR T T

_ Peace negotlatlons bet.ween': _
-~ the Duterte administration and :
" the communists fell ‘through
in July 2017 duo t6-tho alleged
-contlnucd attacks by the NPA
" agalnst, govermncnt forccs and..

cmhans _
Malacanang, meanwhllo,

relterated that the President has
-« aalwaysbeenopen fothe
' tlma and for'a changc,

A possibillty of peace
,with the Left dospite

r . the President.
. Enough of tl_li?é

. Turnfopage 6

“ond insmgcncy md its logal
froiits.” .
The Lel‘t lowever, shou]d :

" show sincclity in:lts desire to -
“sioke the peace pipe and eomply_
with the conditions sct b,v Mr.

Duterte, Malacafiang said, -

“The only conditlon is for them
to stop doing the abuscade and
extortlon activities. He does not
want Viliplnos killing each other,-

,.’l‘haL has been his line policy ever

sinco oven.when he was st:ll a
mayor,” Patielo safd. -
 “The CPP-NPA, at this

should lsten .to ..




ambuscaie, énougl_ii'ol' these
extortion activities aid we will sit

down, And, most likely, they may
finally I:sten to the urgings of the

President, 1 think they are alsp

tired of fighting the gover nmcnt b
“he added. .
The formcr PCA admmhuator

said among the reasons the -
" President-chose him to Jead the -

backchannel talks is the fact that
he ind Sison had been together
Inthe CPP.

e added he was able to talk
one of the CP'P leaders who -

‘ Mr. D_ute_rto reiterated

welcomcd tho developluent
Andal said militarizatlon

. will not solve the rift with tho'

communists Peace, ho said ls
tho answer. :

that as President, he is" -

net a foe but a friend of

everyone, including the -
. rebelq ' N

Meanwhile, Defense Secl etary'

Delfin Lorenzana opposed

4 advisable to amm
& everybody for all the
problcms that it may
causs,"

Tho Presldent said
P in a'speach on § January
" that ho is “just telllng the
NPA, I don't want to arm

¥ everyone, but if push comes to
- shove, I will allow the purchase -
C{of individual firearms, Evon the
Emayors, I will givo them arms, {
¥ have 1o choico,”. "

“I would suggest not arrmng
overyone, Who are thio peoplé to °
be armed? Do wo have enough .
firoarms to arm ovorybody?"
l.orenzana said, -adding they
shauld get proper trafning first.

What the govarnmoant can
“do instead is to {rein and hire

2

Duterte’s suggostion. to arm
“clvitians to fight communist -
rebels, saying, “It may not l)_(aA

mme milltlamen or mcmbcrs
of ‘thé Citizen Armied ‘Porce -
Geographlcal Un:t (Gafgu), he

- $ajd,

“Thc beauty of the Gafgtl

—— - program is that it is under the’
. AFP and subject to lmlltary
'just[ce * he.added,

“In another development the:
local govérmment of Sibagat,
towit in Agusan del Sur, which

* deelaréd mentbors of the NPA
“persona non geata, was lauded by
AFP chief of staff Gen Benjamm
-Madrigal oo

In Munwlpal Resolutlon o
137-18 appwved last 21
,Decémber 2018, the_’
"%’Sanggumang Bayan of
Sibagat,. unanimouslyi

10t welcome' j m their,
town, .

" #0n_hohalf of the
soldl_els who on-a day-
2 to-day basls risk their
*: lives for the peace and-
- security- of the countiy, 1

. thank and laud ¢he local officials

of Sibagat,-Agusan dol Sur for

‘standing up’against thc NI’A »

Midrigal said, - i
Sibagat Mayor Maria Liza
Evangelista led tho signing of
the 1esolut[on :
The NPA on 19 December 2018
raided the New 'I‘ubigon Patrol

: Basa in the arca.

The rehels also- kidnapped

~ two soldiers and 12 Cafgu active
auxiliaiies and stole several

firpatrus of tho military troops.,
" SThé¢ kidnapping and.

“abduction perpetrated by

the NPA is a manifestation ofi
hetrayal of achleving peace, thus..

disrupting the peace and security

of the communléy,” the resolution

sald, With Marlo J. Mallarl and

Kathleen Mas Bulquerin
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Palace demes
~ Andals dalm :

A }'QRMFR chlefoflhc I’hl!lp
; Fme Cocomtit Authority claimed

By Nat Marlano. .
_ and Franclsco Tuyay R

- Tuiesday, -

_-'_sal(l in Fnhpmo

a e was fﬂ\ktd b)" the P[cs;dcnt to _- e

open backchanne! talks with the :
Comtuunist Party of the Philip-
pincs, only forthe Palace o dc|1y"_"_'

it hovss after. ~

Palace_...

From Al

Presidential Spokesman Salvador Panclo,
however, said he kncw nothing of Andal's
1mission,

“He is not involved in the negouauon pro-
cess,” Panelo said, but added ¢hat backchan-
nel talks would not be unusval, saying the
Peesident is open to talks as long as the com-
munist New People’s Army stop lhelr altacks
and extorlion activities:

““Encugh of these ambuscades, enough
of these. extortion activitics and we will
sit down. And most likely, they may fi-
nally listen to the urgings of the President.
1 think they are alsg tired of fighting the
gavernment,” he added,

Defense Secretary Deffin Lorenzana said
there was no such order from the President.

“It is Iake news. The President sdys he
never ordered him to do s, Lorenzana teld
Palace reporters.

Andal, a current meber of the Movie and
Television Review and Classilication Board,
said Duterte personally instructed him in
Manila last week.

“J kept 1ram on this. ! didn't know the me-
dia will know about it. I.would eveir prefee
not td talk about this until I have suceessfolly
delivered what the President has asked me to
do,” lie said.

- He suid he has already reached out to cont-
munist leaders, whowere “exiremely glad" to
find out that the governement has opened the
door for peace anew.

] will talk to the people who are involved
in this. I would atso persuade them that the
President is serious in his desire to have peace
in the country,” he said.

Andal said the President might haye cho-
sen him for his commctmns and background
with leflist groups, .

He said he was a member of the CPP dcc-
ades ago when President Ferdinand Marcos
imposed martial law.

e said he has not yet coordmated wilh
the Office of the Prcsuiennal Atlviser on the
Peace Process. .

n Novcmbcr 2018, National Dcmocrallc
Front of the Philipphtes ' consultants were
supposed to return to Manila to 'have infar-
mal talks with Duterte, -

Bl NFDP teader Fidel Agcamh said the

Duterte administration’s peace negotialors -

informed him and his fellow NDFP consult-
ant Luis Jalandond to cancel their trip for un-
kisown reasons.

Paneclo said the NDEP leaders only fe’nred
that they might be areested once they set foot
jn the country.

In November 2017, peace talks between the
government and commuriist rebels bogged
dowi after Duterte walked away fiom the ne-
gotiating table, repeatedly blanying the rebels
for viofations of the unilateral ceasefive.

Duterte then had imposed a number of
conditions for a revival of the talks, but Sison
shrugged off the government’s push for local-
ized peace talks, labeling it as a “cheap (rick”
that has failed many limes.

In the town of Sibagat, local officials de-
clared the NPA persona non grata after com-
munist rebels abducted 14 militiamen and
two army troopers on Dec. 19, 2018,

The declaration was signed by Siba-
gat Mayor Maria Liza livangelista, and
through Municipal Resolution 137-18, ap-
proved by the Sibagat’s Sanguniang Bayan
on Dec. 21 last year, two days after the NPA
abduction.

2,

o hideR i /I

" The- Presiden(- ordered mc
" to'Testnie the tulks. because. he js.
~ has been stressing that Iu,, as g
: pres:dent should be conmdemd
f fncnd and riot an. cncmy, even::
-to :comniunist -rebels,” -former
A clucf‘ Avelmo Andal salcl

“He wants me lo have back~
channet falks w:lh the leadets of

“"‘"-Mm i —«_'.._'4.,,__',. S

clythmg Bnt we als'o need to do ; ;
the groundwork for those leadéfs” |
‘who aré.in (he countly,” And

. “The kidnapping and ﬁlbduction perpoirat-

cd by the NPAs is a manifestation of betrayal

- of achieving peace, thus disrupting {he peace

and secutity of the comnunity,” the resofu-
tion spid.

On Tucsday, the Quezon City Regional
Trial Court has dismissed the illegal posses-

_sion of firearms case filed against NDF con-

sultaut Rafact D, Baylosis and his companion
Guillerme Roque.

‘In a decision re]eascd Rlesday, RTC
Branch 100 Presiding Judge Editha G. Mina-
Agwba ordered thé Burcau of Jail Manage-
ment and Penclogy in Taguig Cily to reltaw
Baylosis.

Rogque, who posted a PP120,000 bail for
his temporary liberty, was also cleared and
allowed to get back the bail he posted.

“The search being illegal, the evidence
confiscated cannot be used- as evidence
against the two accused,” Aguba said, steess-
ing that any evidence oblained in vso!anon of
the right againist uhrensonable searches ard
seizures shall be inadmissible for any pur-
pose in any proceeding,

*This rule prohibits the issuance of gen-
eral warrants thag encoturage law enforees to
go on fishing expeditons. (1)t is viewed that
the confiscation of the subject items is illegal.
It is not a product of a scarch incidental to a
lawful arrest, or a stop and frisk scarch, orthe
plain view doctring,” she said.

Police charged Baylosis and Roque with
illepal weapans possession after they were
arrested at the corner of Aurera Bowlevard -
and Katipunan Avenue in Quezon Cily on

- Jan, 31, 2018,

Police said they found two 45 caliber pis-
tols and a fragmentation pgrenade inside a
plastic bag containing brown rice from the
two suspects. With PNA ’
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Daraga, Cotabato Ci ity placed under Comeler con trol

SIDE from lIlllldCl and frustratcd murdcr, Dcuag,a |

Mayor Carlwyn Baldo, the alleged masterming
& behind the killing of AKO-Bicol Party—llst Rep.
Rodel Batocabe has been charged with an admml.stratlvc

case befow the Ofﬁc-c of the Ombudsman. -

| The éase was fi lcd by tlle'PluIt;;pmc .

National Police-Criminal lnvcsugatton
“and Detection Group. '

Batocabé was slated to run agamst
Baldo in the niid-term elootions in May.

Baldo was eartier charged with mur-

der for the killing of Batocabe and his
aide, Senior Police Officer Orlando
Diaz, and the wounding of seven others

Tast Dee, 22 20]8 durmgagiﬂ-gwmg -

activily in Daragg,

Baldo, however, has dcn:cd fhio alle. .
_ lrol the commission is given full con-

gations.
Mcquwhxle, Batocabeq murd(.i Ims

prompted the Commission on Rlectjons

to place Daraga under its cnmrpl unti

‘the end of the election period. _
Aside from Daraga, the Comelec also _

Lyl

phccd C ohhatu C!ly undcr |t*; contro!

alter the southern city w1s bombcd on

. _New Yearsiwe :

‘The bombmg lcﬂ at luast two peo-
p!p dead;

Under the Iaw the' (‘omolw can
plnce any aréa- zmder its' immediate

. conttol if theit is a history of o there
' is a prevailing intense political rivalry
.among contuldmg p'irlms, as these

could lead fo viclence, -
Once an arga is under Comclec con-

trol and supervision over law enforce-
ment agencies and nuhtary officers
assigned to the sald area, ﬂ.:ﬂ

The election period offici y began
Inst Sunday, Jan. 13,
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COTABATO CITY Two members :

" of the New People’s Army wanted in

‘Suttan Kudarat province for various”

*offenses inctudiitg ‘arson surren-

“dered to military authorilles Jate -

Sunday night, Army officlals sald. .

The surrender of Ka Glen, 55

: and Ka Jongie, 35, came about two
- watks after the communisL guerillas,
aflegedly Including the duo, torched

“heavy. construction equipment of -~

the Janmerc Construction Com-

pany imp!ementing a governmerit -
infra prajeck in Hinataan viliage of

* Kalamansig coastal town in Sultan

Kudarat, according to Lt. Col. Harold -

Cabunoc.
Cabunoc, commander of the

hrmy’s '33rd Infantry Battaﬁon, sald

the two returnees claimed member-

“ship in the NPAS Platoon’ My Phone,
‘which his battalion forces flushed

out of Esperanza-Bagumbayan area
. for having Joined guerilla life, saylng
~he and his comeades were: made o

believe that communism could help’
; _them_ retrieve thelr ancestral lands.

In the second quarter of 2018.

“At its Monday flag ralsing rite, .-
Cabunoc préesented.the duo and
. thelr two 9mm’ submachine pistols

to Lt. Col, Jorge Gargla; cornmanding

officér of the Marine Battalion Land- -
* ing Team 2, for official processing
under the government’s Enhanced
Comprehensive Local Integratmn o
. Program (E-CLIP). - _
-In thelr messages, Cabunoc and

Garcia reminded the retumees that

) thelr surrender meant thelr vow to

Page: 2~

rebels surrender

: peaceful and productlve {ife and to

collaborate with government au-
therities in thwarting the rebel move-

“ment’s activities in Sultan Kudarat.

Ka Jongle, in response, alred regret '

Meanwhile, . Maj. Gen. Cirilito
Sobejana, head of the Army's

“Bth Infantry Divislon, lauded the'
Infantry .and Marine units under.

his operatlonal jurisdiction for

- thelr’ coptinuing effatts In elther
neutralizing or winning enemies’
-back to the folds of law. (Ali

Macabalang) 2

7
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Inflarga il Parif-,iuldn;; Rudr:go N

Duterte. - ang ~ backdoor = ‘peace
negatiations st Communist Party of the

NPA

- I panniad ang pagsisikap, <

: ['»af-,s_ ! .
C Simabt ot Amdal, miyembro ag

Mavie'and Telgvision. Keview and.
Classification Board, na inatasan siya -
iig, Pangulo nitong, pakarang linggo .
-0 bufayin g peace negolialionssa
E,rupo!]% inamunitinuan m Jose Maria .

“Joa” bison. - DR
“Napag-utusan ang inyong ingkod

abulos mulda sa Presidente nakung maad -
ni-resiifne ang pag-tusap sapapkat

Philippines-New Peaple’s Asoy (CPP-
_ yal inatasansi datfng Philippine -
_Caconitt Avthosity head Aveline Andal -

. Nira BETH CAMIA at GENALYN D, KABILING Lo
ang kanyany pinagdidiinai ay biteng * sa backdooe talks sa mpi koinunistany;
- Presidente ay siya’y kiibigan at hind T T
kanway ng’ sinuman. maging - mga
~vebeddey” anfya sa panayam ng regeirers
sifelepoio. - L
. Makipag-backelannet talksdoon
“samgalider og CPP, kay Joma kabilang
styempros] Joma nanasa ibabasv o fider
g fahat, Pera siyempre before dqi:x-
Jhat, kailangan muna niag-groundwor]
s mga llder ria nandito sa Pilipinas,”.
dugtongolysd. .- o o

- Aniya, sseroang Pangalosd peace
nlgialive nito at napiniwala ha o ang -
~susi upang maliyak ang kaunlwanat

katatagan n(bl;abaa; Gayunogman, bhidi
nagbigay si Duterle ny limefine para

))c';‘]\

- gebalde, ;

- "Wala- naotan_specific’ timelvie

" perg ang ramidan ko gusto falaga ni
s Prestdente Duterte na magkarcon ng

katahimikan sa bayanat mapkasuisdo-

grupe,” anya,. -

= .;.-:'l'it'mh%gap iaman ni Siso
%l

mubing kahaodaanig gobyern
sapeacetalks, o 0 o

paramakawisap silaatacliafly tu

T sundg anghh_al_ ng gy pawcrsa at

ning
Qi

- anf,pqalml 1 ako apad _ﬁg foeter

W&\I'I{'--

(uwirsila dahil gusto rin nila ay bugiali

sausapang p.'ingka{my;ipeiali," atiy,

Fhinedt na nagbipay ng iba
detalyesi Andal, f;:. Jf’,( }' g .

pang
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© Ana Nadhaleans Paitsranans Tacs o sa Bansa r‘ago J

CPP-NPA
~ideklarang terorista

Kinalanipag ng isang Brups ng anti
terorism ang tanggapan ng Depariment
of Justica (Dolj para maghain ng mation i
resohe sa Maniia Regional Tria! Coun (RIC)al
hilinginsahukuman na magpatabas na ng pinal
na desisyon na nagdedefara sa Communist
Partyof the Phifippines, New Peopla's Ay, at
Nationai Bertocralic Front {CPP-NPA-NDF) bilang
isang teroristang grupo, :

Ayon sa grop, masyado nang fumalawak
ang epeklo ng pamemerhuwisyo ng mga
komunistang rebeide sa mga sibilvan at-
pﬁbadm]g mmrasm. R 7 .

_ Camia

N
B
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Allocation mclmled in maintenance and other operating expenses
in 2018 GAA, 2019 proposed expenses, aceording to budget chlet'
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By Ben O.de Vera
and Christine 0. Avendafio
@'Team _nquirer

Budget Secretary
" Diokno on -Tuesday said -the
plebiscite  to ratfy . the
Bangsamoro Orgavic Law (BOL)

had “adequate funding and will

_ push throughas planned.”
Diokno lssued the statemeit
_after. House Majorily _Lea(_ler

Rolando Andaya Jr. claimed that -

the proposed P3.757- -ttillion na-

tional budget for 2019 had no al- .
Jocation for thie BOL plcblscltc,-
which will be held on Jan.21and

Feb. 6.

« “Inthe 2018 Geuenl Approprlw
ations Act (GAA) and the 2019 Na- -
tional Expenditure Program (NEP), .

P111.8 mittion'and Pgs.8 million are
alfocated, - respectively,

expensés for the conchict and su-

pervision of elections, referenda, -

© recall votes and plebiscites in the
pudget of the Commisslon on
Elections (Comelec)” the budges
chitef said.

' “I?urthclmore, the Comelec
‘has prior years' continuing ap-
propriations ([rom 2015 {0 2017,

amounting to Pjog.5 million as .

of end-September 2018, which
they can tap to cover the fund-
Ing requirements of the
plebiscite,” he said. :

'Mlsplacedstatement' L
“T'o appease CONCCINS that_ _

there is not enough money for
the Bangsamoro plebisclte, the

Comelec may also request for .

more funding through the con-
tingent fund, subject to ap-
proval of the Office of the Presi-
dent,” Diokno said.

Presidential
Salvador Panelo also belied An-
daya's claim. .

“In the first place, if there
were no  funds, then

, pbiscite would have been can-
celed or reset, So obviously, the
plebiscite is pushing ahead, so
there are funds,” Panelo told re-
porters in a briefing.

" .On Andaya's stateinent that.

Diokno had wasted efforts of
the admipistration to gain last-

Benjamin .

spolesperson

the’

under
< maintenance and other apoerating .

'RALLYING sU

. ANGSAMORQ

'. . E ()'79‘1‘16( ‘_4; e
A&“N(Al{ﬁmmn‘ Bar

RT Residentsin Magu[ndanao provin

ratuﬁcatlon of the Bangsamoro Orgamc Law. _—::ormav MAITEM B

- ing f:eacé in Mindaﬁao. Péﬁelb

B

said this was a "misplaced 'sta_t:e_- y

ment and without basls.” .

Heé sald Andaya was proba-'_

bly “misinformed.””

Diokno, in his statement, said 3
“We want to give peace a chance

in the Bangsamoro region, “and we

are prepared and willing to funcl_: :

this excrcise to the fullest

Dutertcsupport- o

~ Panelo sald President Duterte
- "would go to Cotabato City on Fri- .
- day torally supportt for the BOL. ..
The President will’ attend a

' 1nt.luding cmhdns

Once ratified, .the BOI. will

-cstabhqh the: Bangsdmmo Au-
‘tonomous’ Region in Muslim
: 'Mmdanao (BARMM} to replace

'the 28-year-old ARMM. -
-The pleblsc:te s set on Jan. 21

for all arcas wider the ARMM and
Isabela City in Basitan and Cotaha-
to City, A plc‘olscue is also set on
Feb. 6 for volers in Lanag del

“Norte, six towns in North Cotabato

and other arcas that petitioned for

. inclusion in Lhe fumre BARMM.

peace assembly for the ratification -

ofthe BOL atthe Autonomous Re-

gion in Muslim: Mindanao
(ARMM) office in Cotabato City,

three days before the first of two -
plebiscites in Mindanao on]an. 21,

" “The President’s voice is a -

powerful
Panelo said,
The Bangsamoro lransitlon
Comnission (BTC) drafted the
BOL that-was signed by Presi-
dent Duterte in July last year,
The law. was anchored on the
Comprehenskve Agreement on
the Bangsamoro, the final peace
deal signed by the government

and the Moro [stamic Liberation.
Front (MILF) in 2016 aftér al-

most four decades of conflict

-that claimed over 120,000 lives,

A’

influencing voicc, '

-the

_ Voice or the people
- _P.a_nelo gald the government
was hapeful the BOL would be

suppotted by the people as he

stressect that Mr. Duterte never-
theless “will abide by whatever
deciston of the voteis there.”

~*The President cannot do
anything but to comply with the
sovereign voice of the people in
Mindanan,” he said.

‘Ghazali Jaafar, MILF vice chair
for political alfairs and chair of
BTC, sald the matter of funding

for ihe plebiscite was not cis-°
cussed during a mecting wilh
Comelec in Manila on Monday,

_ “I'he discussions focused on

~ prepasations  for

plebiscite,” hesaid, -
Officlals from the Comelec,

B'_[‘C, Office of the Presidential

cejom a caravan to show support for the

the

© Adviser on _ti]e Péa_l::e Process
_and the Philippine Nationat Po-

lice attended the meeting.

- High expectations

Jaafar said Defense Sccretary
Delfin 1,0renzana - had -assuted
hity that there was no problcm
with the budget for the plebiscite.

. Mohagher Igbal, chair of the
MILF peace panel, said. his

“group was “moving tooth and

nail to caiiipaign for the ratifi-

- cation of the BOL.”

Lawyer: -Benedicto Bacam,
executive divector of the Cota-
bato City-based (hink tank, In- -

“stitute for Autonomy and Gov-

ernance, said he was more wor- -

" ried about the prospects of lack.

of appropriation for the imple-
mientation of the BOi., especial-
Iy on the first year of transitlon.
“[f this wilt come true, high
expectations on the BOL cannot
he met,” hie said. ﬁ o
The MILF will lead the
Bangsamore Transition Author-
ity (BlA} once the BOL Is rvati~
fled. 'The MILF central commit-
tee has endorsed MILF chair

. Murad Ebrabim to lead the BTA

that will sexve as a parliamen-
tary government until regular
electlons are held in 2022
~WITH REPORTS FROM BONG
SARMIENTO AND JULIE ALIPALA INC
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 SCsets
- BOLoral

arguments

- after the fact

By EDU PUNAY

.+ The Supreme Cowrt (5C)
haa set the oral arguments on
_.a.case questioning the consti-

tutionality of the Bangsamoro

' Qrganic Law - but only after -~ -

- the first part of the BOL plebi-
sciteisover. - .
- In session yesterday, the SC

. justicés decided to hear next -

~ month the arguments on the
. petitions filed by the provincial
government of Sulw, fed by,
"~ Gov. Abdusakur Tan 1, and
" the Philippine Constitutional
~ Association {Philconsa).
- Both petitioners seek to
stop the BOL implementation
- as provided under I{e_public

- Act11054. .

~ An insider, who requested
- anonymity due to lack of au-" -
thority tospeak in behalf of the
‘high tribunal, told The STAR -

' -that the 5C agreed to hear the

- arguments in ebruary, after -

.the holding of the first phase of
the plebiscite on Jan. 21,
- However, the magistrates
have yet to decide on the exact

date. The sccond phase of the

. plebiscite is on l'eb, 6. .

T st

B S R Y Y B Y B D T L R TPt

N SC From Page 1-

© 2 The 8C’s schedule for the

- month is full and the magis-
-1 trates will hold ofal arguments -
ton Jan. 22 and 23, on petitions

- questioning the third extension
1 of martial law in Mindanao,

i Bangsamoro case even with
- the 'plebiscite set-on Jan. 21,”
i thesource said. ~ ~ -
i The high court earlier said

_~Bxecutive Sectetary Salvador
“Medialdea, members of the -

* “Thie.court does not see the-
need to immediately hear the -

the plebiscite on BOL could

- proceed in the absence of a re-
“straining order from the courl.

- It opted to.first seek the
comments of the respondents

Senate and House of Repre:
sentatives headed by Senate
President Vicente Sotto and
Speaker Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo, respectively - before
deci_di;‘tg ona plea for the issu-
ance of a temporary restrainin

order {TRO} as _S\rrgll as on thg '

. merits of the case, ™ .*.0 . -
- “The Court may still issue
- a TRO on the implementation

of the law as sought in the
petitions even after the plebi-
scite, if warranted,” the sotroe -
clarified.. ¢ - S
- The two petitions raised

the same arguments against

the BOL. L
o _TumtoPageG

_ _ . Tumto _Pagé'd
_S C From Page 4

‘Solicitor General Jose Calida -

has filed his comment on the
petilion of Tan and is expected

fo file comment on the Phil-

consa pelition this week,

The BOL sceks to expand:

- the political territory of the
Autonomous Region in Mus-

lim Mindanao (ARMM), which -
wilt be known as the Bangsam-.

oro’ Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM),
‘Rody to rally
- BOL support

Presidient Dulerte is ex-

_p;ccled to.;.‘.ally support for the
- BOL in a public assembly in

Cotabato on Friday. o
Presidential spokesman
Salvador Panelo is optimistic

that Dutette would be able to -
persuacle Cotabato residents to

support the BOL.
“The President’s voice is a

powerful influencing voice,”.

Panclo said at a press briefing

‘yesterdiay.

_Cotabato Clly Mayor Cﬁn-_

thia Guiani earlier said her -

constituents would likely re-
ject the city's inclusion in the

BARMM, citing the supposed |
grou 1,;3?)

“abuses” by some
pushing for the BOL.

Guiani said & commander
of the Moro Islamic Liberation

Front (MILE) warned people

opposing Cotabato’s inclusion
in the BOL of consequerices,

- Panelo said Duterte would
respect the, will of those who

‘would vote in the plebiscite

for the BOL. -

“The President cannot do

anything but to comply with the
sovereign voice of the peoplein
Mindanao,” Panelo said. .

The DBM yesterday refuted’

House Majority Leader Ro-

lando.Andaya’s claims that:

there is no funding for the
BOL plebiscite under the 2019
national budget.

- Budget Secretary Benjamin
Diokno said the BOL plebiscite
has adequate fundingand would

ush through as planned. -

- “In the 2018 General Ap- -

" propriations Act and the 2019

National Expenditure Pro-
gram, P111.8 mitlionand P95.8
million are allocaled, respec-
tively, under the mainténance
and other operaling cxpenscs
for the conduct and supervi-
sion,of elections, referenda,
recall votes and plebiscites in
the budget of the Commission .
ont Blections,” Diokno said. -
With Alexis Romero, Delon
Porcalla, Mary Grace Padin,
John Unson, Ramil Bajo
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Clash erupts
‘ahead of BOL |

-~ TROOPS on patrot clashed on Toesday with pro- ..
Islamic State fighters in Sharlff Saydona Mustapha, .
Magulndanao even as the Joint Peace and Security
~ Coordlnating Council {IPSCC) of Lanao del Sur seesa
- peaceful conduct of the plebiscite on the Bangsam:
-~ o1 Organic Law (BOL) on lanvary 21, -
. But officials safd there was no immediate reportef [
casualtles on the side of the militants who were membeys
“of the Bangsatnoro Jslac Freedom Fighters (BiFE. -
- There wete no military castialties and the éth infantry
isision (61D) safd soldiers from the 40th Infantry Batfafloq
{4018) tinder L1, Col. Edgar Cat recovered from ofie dmpyo-
- Vised explosive, three Mi4 rifles and one AR18rifle at the -

Clash er:

 encounter site in Barangay Inaladan, _ _
~ The military has blamed the BIFF for thespateof
- attacks agalnst security foices and bombings of cl\kill_ap}',:r"

- tatgets in the Muslion autonomoys reglon. The milizant

: group s also being linked to the deadly New Year's Eve |

bombing outside the South Seas Mal_l__!n,(ol_a_b?to Gty ../

- that kifled two and wounded 34, C
- Resldents are to decide whether to approve the
 proposed expanslon of the moderate Mushin reglon -

that will be called Bangsamora Autonomous Region In
Muslirn Minidanao and ruled by Moro Jstamic Liheration
- Front rebels whose group sighed an Interim peace deal
with the government Jn 2014, L
Meanwhile, the JPSCC of Lanao de) Sur sees a peaceful
conduct of the plebiscite during meeting here on Monday -

. at Carhp Bagong Aal Pakpak In Marawl Gy, = -

- The assessinent was alred by Senfor Supt, Madzgani: | -
Mukaram, acting directar of Lanao del Sur Pollce Provincizl

- Office, and Col. Jose MA. Cuerpo, deputy commander of the

103rd Infanlry {Haribon) Brigade, Philippine Army, '

- Narjana Ducel, geaeral manager of Lanao def Sur Hedtric
(ooperative {Lasureco), also gave assurance that there .
would be sufficiént efectric supply during the Plebiscite,

The meeting was alse attended by election officers In
different munlcipalities of the provinge, chiefs of ttyand
mimicipal police stations, Lasureco representatives, the
pofice and military persorin, the Department of Educa--
tion, and other stakeholders. - :
-Mukaram sald the final JPSCC meeting, presided by
the Commission on Elections, would be held thies days
before the plebiscite, - - - /'i} : :
: ' - AL JACINTO AND
MASIDING NOORYAHYA

- PP } ﬁl‘
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Duterte
to join
plebzsczte
mlly

E PRESIDENT Rodrlgo Dulerte will fty
~ - to Cotabato City to joln an assembly
~on Friday in support of ratlfication of
< the Bangsamero Organic Law {BOL},
‘Mafacafiang sald on Tuésday,
- In a news conference, Palace -
_ spokesman Salvador Panelo con-
firied Duterte's participation at the
‘mass rally, which will be held three-
days before a scheduled plebiscite

o for the BOt ln Bajau Hall Cotahato |

-y, :
" Panelo'sald Duterte wfll use hls '
powetful Influencing voice” to™
ensure the suc(essful ratiﬂcatfon of
the BOL. '
" *The Presfdent s volce ls 2 power-

" ful tnfluencing volce. Kung Implu- -

wensya lang ang boses niya, bakit -
naman hindi [If his voice is nfluen-
tial, why riot tse It to persuade the.

people to support the BOL]?" he told-

. feporters,

“From the point uf view of the
_-President, the BOL will solve’ the .
*. age-old problem of the. Muslim
- -._rebellion, Panelosaid,

- The Palace official, however, sald
" the President wiil let the people . - .
~ decide on the ratiffcatlon of the BOL.

~" "Kung £If] despite the supgort and: |

o majority or even a slight majority say

- compiy with the soverelgn volce of the
_people in Mindanao,” he added. -

© Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), Cotabato
" City and bsabela City In Basflan'wil!- '
. be hefd on January 21.

and other Bangsamora core areas Is
* scheduled for February6... -
~ . The BOL creates the Bangsamom _
- “Autonomous Region I Muslim -
. Mlidanao {BARMM), repfadng the-
“current ARMM.

“biflio to the Bangsamoro annually
-for 10'years or P56 billion to rebuild
: :"areas 1avaged by the armed conflict,

= United Natlons, among others, have
) lauded the enactment of the BOL
- and hive pmmlsed to continue sup-
- porting peace efforts in Mindanao, . .

the ampalgn, the overwhelming

ayaw nita (they don’t want it the
President cannot do anything hui_to

The plebscite for areas comprs- - '
Ing the Autonomous Reglon in

. The plebiscite for lanao del None

This new region will have wider

- control over Ifs resources and poliu-

al power, . - .
(nder the BOL, a 75- 25 wea_lth

. sharIng in favor of the new

Barigsamoro region will be imple-
mented to rai elts sr_rare Intax’

revenues. N

The govemment will atlocate PS

. The European Unton and the

- Duterte signed the faw in July
2019,
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o lfe, howeve:r; str’c;s:sed that th cesttons| B
o S . sed 1 @ President ;
Proporentsand supportersof Bwsamoro Ongao ;ﬁ;gi;ic;:??egt.wha_tgver the rosult of the
ool on Muesdayrcoived michmooded shot i~
_ f{ :&;g‘%ﬁi Mgiat;af:ax}g cotl;ﬁrn(;ed Prosident  Panelo reiterated the ddnﬂﬁm
VO )4 ] rie’s attendance in gn had nothing to da YURLIOR -
et oorat 2ms (0 garmor subport or the  that the excostioy &L ICKAl MO6S and
‘ r{ttn ication of the proposed measure, " what the cour could not dicta{:e t
'-;grfﬁi.dg.)l_?tiajldapo_kesrnanr Salvador Panelo . o COWrts would do to My cases, 5
PO Lo e T - ve carnot determ TR
Intuoneng voea b campts oy oot bbb,

! oF tho lendmark proposal. - During the same pre oo :
rbr‘i‘:; ﬁ%‘;ﬂ:ﬁ r’}'}"g;:ﬁe;}lﬁgu?b {J_If;jhisicl;g- “dismissed Sen, Anl:olfii:b‘;ir?;llg{eig? Sf:

. _ ry tobe held ' - o ales TV
i the Autonomous Regionin Muslim Mindango. i‘f;’,ﬂi ieades against the administration

3 '((}otabgg gf;s’- Isab?l"-‘ Clty In ‘Basilan and. - _' :tI]:?nel_o reltoratod the adrﬁl.nlé:tfa.t'ién' had -
' eitorated tha Deastg. . ~~ nhothing to do with logal woes and that the
Panelo reiterated the Presidont belioves executive could notdicta%:]w;:;tetsﬂ;‘ E;Iu:gm:;g

By Kristina Marallt .

the ratification of the.BOL wotld solvi '
: | ! ! ¢ the. "do to his cases,
decades-old problem of rebellion in Mlndanao.  'The 6ppos’ition _sena'tbr’ﬂéw-to Davao Cif.y

., yesterday ¢o bo arraigned for the foui libel cases,
 filed against him by former Dava City Vice Mayor
.+ Paglo Duterte and lawyer Manases Carpio,
i “He must remember that the charges
* -have been filed fn court and the court found
_probable cause on his libelous remtarks, This.
- ‘administration (had) nothing to do with that,"
) ; .':'_Pa_nelo said, . KA R S
i.- - Meanwhile; the Moro Natlonal Liberatlon-
- Front (MNLE) intensified its campaign for the :
shift of form of government to federalism from' |
unitary systom, ' T
' “We believe that under a Federal system, the
- BOL will' bo absorbed:by the tiew constitution
+ evenifit Is ratified this coming plebiseite” MNLF
spokesman Emmanuel Fontanilla said, “It will be
ashorblived law)” he'added. .
He sald MNLF is conducting information
campaign In their communities to promote
Federallsm. © With Perseus Echeminada

Gl

R
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By Nat Marlano, Franclsco Tuyay and Maricel V. Cruz_ -

that the Bangsamoro Organic Law will solve

N ORDER to. persuade people into bcllevmg_
Ethc agc—oid Muslim rebellion days before the

‘upcommg plebnscnte, President Rodrigo Dutcrtc;_

~ will participate in an assembly this Fnday

supporting its ratlﬁcatlon. __

~ According to the I’msiden’t’s_schcdulo e

layed by Malacafiang ot Tuesday, the Presi-
~dent will attend the pro-30L, rally 1o bé held af -
the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao -

- Office of the Regional Governor compouad, :

- Presidential Spokesman Salvador. Panelo -

. said Duterfe’s pessonal appearance and appeal
to the peapte would help ensure the successtul
tatification of the BOL.-

“Well, certainly the voice of Prcs:dcnt is
always 4 powerﬁ:l influentce on whatever mat-
ter he gives his volce into,” Panelo sald ina

Palace press briefing.
" The Patace official also said thc President
would abide by:the result of the upcoming
plebiscite, even if the people. decided not to
support Daterle’s call. -

'overwhchmng nwjority or even a slight ajority
say they don’t want it, then the President caniot
do anything but to comply with the sovéteign’
“voice of the people in Mindanao,” Panclo smd

. Inrelated developmenis: .

* # Secuiity forces said lhcy lhwarted anew. a _

ﬁlan by terrorists to spoil the BOL, plebiscite fol-

lowing the recovery of large quantily of explo- -
 sive material during a firefy ght with Bangsamoro -
Isfatnic Freedom Fighters in Magumdanao anic -
. ofthe critical areas in Mindanao, - - -
“The fighting eripted in Barangay Inaladan .

Sharlﬁ‘ Saydona Mustapha, one-of the five
efection hot spots in Magumdanao, $ix days

before the plebiscite.
Aude from Shariff Saydona Muatapha ‘the

o dcsp:tc the support and the campaign, he |
~Datu Unsay in Maguindanao were also de-

clarect as eléction hotspots.

towns Masasapauo, Shariff, Aguak Shatiffand

There ate 19 municipalities and cities that

weie declared .- eritical areas duung m1dlcnn
.- clections.

- Maj. Gen, Cirilito Sobejana, commander of .
Joint Task Force Central, said troops from the
A0th Infantry Battalion were able to recovered
one component of “mti-persolinel nines in a

A-liter container, thice M 14, 6iflcs aind a unit
“of Assanlt Rifle 18 mitutes after l;hn cloud of

smoke vanished at the baitle site.
"« Muslini lawmakers on Tucsday exprcsscd
confidence the people in the Autonomous Re-

- gion in Mauslim Mindanao would support and

vole Ior BOL s ratification.
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 Senate to realign P75B
DPWH budget insertion

BY RAYMOND AFRICA

“THIESenate on Monday aficruoon

adopted the motion of Sen. Panfilo -

Facson to realign the P75-billion
inscttiony from the Department
of Public-Works and Highways’
(DPWID) budget 10 other agencies
in ficed of additionat funding,
Senate President Vicente Sotto
I said pare of the amount should
be used & fund drog rehabilita-
tion and treatment centers of the

Depattment of Health and mentl
health facilitics, SRR
- Lacson recalled that the Senate
did the samie thing in 2017, whea it
reatigtied P8.3 billion in insertions
to the Universal Access to Quality
Tertiaty liducation, :
“Lhis time, its P75 bitliow, since
the senators unanimously. agreed
to remove it from the DPYWII
because the agency does not know
where it came from and wliere to
use it,” Lacson said in a chance

L“

interview: . -

- The DPWH proposed a P651-
billion budget to the Development
Dhwdgec Coordinating Committee
but the Departiment of Budget
Department (DBM) set a “budget
ceiling” of 1480 billion,

- Butin the Natjonal Lixpenditure
Program, which' was prepaced by
the DBM, the DPWH allocation
went up to P555 billion, or a dif-

See SENATIE > Juge 83




SENATE

ference of P75 hillion. _
Lacson, during Monday’s defils-
erations, asked what the addilonat
P75 billion was for. Scn. Foten Le-
garda, chair of the Senate finauce
committee, said DPWI Secretaty
Mark Villar knew of the P75 bil-
lion only at the Question Hour at
the House of Representatives,
Senate President protempore
Ralph Recto said senators should
study very well where to align the
P75-billion insettion, to ensure
that it is teally used, :
“That’s why we have to really
think about it, Put it into good use
instead of the budget just hanging
around without the DPWH know-
ing wheee to use it. If ever, it will
bean unused fund, We will go back
to our old problem of defective
planning ot no planning at all and
then they will implement a project
without even using tha budget al-
lotted,” Lacson said. .
“Now if some senators have
teservations on the P75 billion,
it will not be deleted, we will find
ways on where i0 place it, For me,
the bottom line is it should not be
from pork 10 pork,” he added,
Presidential spokesman and
Chief Presidential Legal Counsel
Salvador Panclo said Malacaiiang
is confident the removal of P75
billion from the DPWH would not
derail the infrastructure program
of the Duterie government.
Panelo said the Executive branch
can be “creative’” when a need for
additional funding ariscs. e said
the Palace could seck additional
appropiations or a supplemental
budget should the need ariscs.
"The Senate was not able to pass
the DPWI budget last Monday
due o questions on the “inser-
tions.” Deliberations will continue
today.

DOH BUDGEY

The Seuate yesterday afterncon
passed the Department of Healdys
(3OH) budget, restoring the P24.5
billion which was slashed by the
DBM from its initial funding

In yesterday's hudget delibera-
tious, Health Secretary Trancisco
Dugque 11 said Senate minority
leader Franklin Driton and Sen.
Joseph Victor Hjercito agreed to
give back to the DO the P16.4
biflion taken away from the Tlealth
Facilities Iinbancement Program,
and the 7.1 billion slashed from
the salaries of more than 26,000
licalth workers,

With the restoration, El}e DO_H
and its artached agencics will now

have a budget of 107 billion for

2019

Duque said the restored P16.4
biffion budget will he used for the
completion of government hos-
pitals that are under consteuction,

He said the common sight of

paticnts lying on corridots of
government hospitals due to lack

of beds'is'expected to be lessened, °
if not totally eliminated, with the -

completion of at least 900 health
facilitics hationwide. * S
During the: delibérations of
the DOH budget, Sotto revealed
the alleged madus dperandi of a

certain nevrologist from South Co- ;
tabato, whom ke identified as Dr.

Matk Menoguita, whose henchmin
pay P1,000 to PhilHealth members
to fake their iflnesses for them o
be confinéd, -1

“This doctot will connive with
the hospital where he is affiliated
pacticularly the St Louis Hospital,
Allah Valicy Mcdical Specialist

Center, Inc., Dr. Attuto P. Pingoy

Medical Center, and St. Louis
Medical CIL and Hospital in order

to collect from Phithealth for the:
supposed expenses jucurred by

the hired Phithealth members,”
Sotto said. ~

Sotto said the money allegedly
goes to the neurologist’s pocket
and the hospitals also get their
share,

Sen. Joseph Victor Bjercito,
speaking on behalf of Phill Icalih
as sponsor of the DOH budget,
saidd an investigation is ongoing in
the regional level. '

“According to the PhilHealth,
they will go there personaily to
check on the status of this case
that you have mentioned,” Bjer-
cito said.’

Sotto also asked what Philf Iealch
is doing in cases of fraudulent
claims from hospitals and doctors.

Ljercito satd Philbealth invest-
gates first and if found guiliy, the
Liospital will be suspended and irs
license may even be revoked de-
pending on the gravity of the case,
He said the doctor’s professional
license may also be revoked.

GO FOR BOIL,

The Bangsamoro Otganic ].aw
(BOL) plebiscite has adequate
funding and will push through
as plaoned, contrary to claims by
House majority leader Rolando
Andaya, Jr., Budget Seceetacy Ben-
jamin Diokno said,

Diokao said in a statemeot that

L_fb

P111.8 million and 1'95.8 million

‘have been atlocated in the 2018

General Appropriations Act and
the 2019 National Expendituse
Program,.respectively, for the
conduct and supetvision of clec-
tions, referenda, recall votes and
plebiscites under the budget of
the Commission on Lilections
{Comelec).

“Purthermore, the Comelec
has prlor years’ continuing ap-

.propriations (from 2015 to 2017)

amounting to P409.5 iltion as
of end-September 2018, which
they can tap to cover the funding
tequirements of the plebiscite,”
he said.

The DBM said the Comelec
may use unobligated allotinents
améunting to P10.4 billion, as of
end-September 2018, for prepara-
toty activilies in the national and

oeal clections.

Diokno said Cotelec may also
fequest for more funding through
the Contingent Fund, subject to
approval of the Office of the
Presicent, “in case the above cited
soutees ate fully ulilized.”

Muslim House leaders are con-
fident that the BOT, will be ratificd
in a plebiscite.

In a press confcrence, Deputy
Speaker Bai Sandra Sen of Ma-
guindanao and Reps. Amibilda
Sangcopan (PI,, Anak Mindanas)
and Mauyag Papandayan Je, (PIP-
Laban Lanao del Sury arc upheat
that the people of the Autono-
mous Region in Mustim Mirtanzo
(ARMM) will agtee to the BOJ..

_Sangeopan said state forces, the
Moro Islamic Liberation l'ront
(MIT.1%, and the Moro National
Liberation Tront (MNLF) have
joined forces to eosure the hon-
est and peaceful holding of the
historie political exercise.

Sema said Muslims, Clwistians,
Lumads, and people from other
faiths will hokl a prayer rally this
Iriday in Cotabato City for peace,
unity, and the success of the rai-
fication of the BOI.,

Malacafiang said Vresident
Duterte will atiend the assembly,

Sema filed Nouse Resolution
No. 2404 declaring January 18,
2019 as “a Day of Prayer to pray
for peace in the Bangsamore
Homeland as the voters prepare
to ratify Republic Actno. 11054 or
the Organlc Law for the Bangsan-
oro Autonomous Regjon in Mus-
lim Mindaaao.”

At least 2.8 million voters are
expected to participate in the plebi-
scite. - With Jocelyn Montemayor,
Wendell Vigilia, and Angela Celis
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- The -
- plebiscite

'presents

- tmus .
' jtestfor
- the poll
body
and its
oﬂ‘ctafs

-.calendar yeat, is named after Janus,
. the solitary Rontan god not adopted

‘two faces, Janus helds dominion over
-all tlansltlcns — of l}egmuings and
emlings

;mti’

Januai‘y, the first month in _tlle

from tho Greek pantheon. Commonly
dépieted as the bearded god with

It is but aplopos to view the flrst
of month of the year as the period to

start afresh, to set priorities, select
programng a‘ntl implement - I;OIIGIES MOOHlNGS
 that take cognizance of the successes, Salma Rasu[

missieps and failures of the past,

" For communities in the Autonomous Region :
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), January is of

- critical significance as the Bangsamore Organic

: daath knell of the ARMM bamlled as i “failure” K

Law (BOL) will be submitted to the pcople for

approval irough a plebiscite, If the BOL gains
the people’s favor, its ratification strikes the

by the previous administration, In its
stead, the Bangsamoro Autonomons
~ Region in Muslim Mindanao wihl
be constituted, with a reglonal
- government laving mora expansive
* fiseal autonomy, a parliament and a
- shari'alybased judicial systeni.
Quite ‘auspicipusly, the BOL
plchiscite hias been sel on 21 January
for-the core territory of ARMM and
the cities of Cotabate and Isabela,
_ The second voting day is set on G
February for North Cotabato, Lanae
del Noxte, excluding Tligan 01ty and

' other local government units that have petitioned

to be included in the autonomy. Of the 99 pelitions

-fot inclusion, the Commission on Blections

(Comeloe) has so far granted 20, denled 24; with
the remaining petitions still to be adjudicated.
The Comelec has predicted a high veter

\estimated 160,000 forner combatants of the Moro

“Islamle Liberation Front (MILF), thelr families .
and those residing in MILF camps. Interestingly,

ro corresponding estimate for former combatants

of the fractious Moro National Liberatlon Front

has bcan_ p_ug forth.

— Thg_ pleblsc_ite [Jrese.llts:z

€€ & litwus test for the poll
Ifthe BOL  body and its officials, Past
gains the . electoral exercises have:
people’s favor,  scen the region donigrated
its ratification - by reported high inmdence
strikes the death of clcctoral fraud, - :
knell of the - - International po!] chperts

ARMM. bandied 8re expected to observe

@ . areas- closest fo poteiitial -
“hotspois.™ However, the-
extenslon of martial law and -

as ¢ “allure”
by the previous

administration.. oxisting travel ban over

most of ARMM drastlca]ly reduce the number of -

areas that can be visited.

My

LR

turnout for the plebiscite, Voters will include the

" THe campaign is also propeiled by local

:-:]'mli_tlc'al rlvalries and grander ambitions. For

provineial kingpins, the plebiscite will reflect
thelr contrel and influence through the number

. of municipal politicos kowtowing théir line, Those

with national agpiratlons, would want to convinee

leaders of thelr “winnability” by securing tho
_ votes — whether for or against the BOL,

‘Meanwhile, vast multitudes have pinned their

‘hopes of salvation from poverty, illiteracy and
_-underdevelopmant on the BOL's establishing
“the noeded fo

at!on ror economic and soclal .
progress S
Will the plebiscite signal the end or the

' beginning?

‘May our Ieaders ba then gmded hy R[zal‘

. Grisostomo Ibaria: “I' have observed that the

prosperity or misery of each peoplo 1s in direct

- proportion to its liberlies or its prejudices and,
‘accordingly, to the sacrifices or the selfishness

of its forqfathers,“
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That pess:lst lame duck Trlllanes

Tow.lrds the end of Dccember 20[8 an npmion poH _

survey revealed hat ['resu!t,nt Rodrigo Dutel le's public

satisfaction ratirg rose to a vory high 7 percent, up by

11 points since June 2018, As expected, the Presideil

and his supportors were clated by the survdy results. [t
‘means the people are behind the President’s program '
of government, notwilhstanding what Nis erities, “Ito
,are in the minority, have to say about him. .

- The President’s documented

i {4 " accomplishiments are the reasons for -
- Why the surge in his popularly. '
“should Will (he exceplion perdiaps of Presidont
anyone Ferdinand Marcos -
bellerve who had a drug .
“Tritltanes  lord excouted by
angway?  Musketry during ;-
Heis an the martial Jaw : -
exmitineer Period, President P
who Duterte is the .. -
vlolated mluyhPrcsi_de:;: -
who has scrionsly .
Npuht? ivaivoig
- Constitation mengge plaguing -

. the pation. Under -
by staging 4 term, many
a failed drug iradets, drag -
eaup, pushers and diug
users have been arrested and
detained. Duteite's antidmg war
is so serious even drug users in
high levels of the government have |
surendered, something which never -
occwted in past administmlions.
Because President Benigno .

Aquing I11 tolerated the drug ;
menace by official inaction -
during his term, the drug menace
reached extraordinary pmpomans
by the time Duterte taok dver ¢
Imagine, dr it users among ligh S
ranking govermment officials aml =
politicians identified with the drug
trade, alt at (he close of the Aquinoe
administration!

 Marawi City has heen a
“histerically troubleseme area
*during past administralions. In .
May 2017, terrorists in the eity
attacked military troops in an -
altempt to establish an [slamie

gt

W

k’l“;!?gi\' ¥

-repubhc.

‘President - Duterte rctortcd by placm;, Mmdanao
under martial law and directed the Armed Forees of $he -
Philippincs to neutralize (he eebels, The proctamation of

_mantial Taw was approved hy Congmss aid the Suprene
_Cowrt, Two morg extensions were allowed by Congress. -

Mattial law in Mindanao has brought peade, law and
order and stabilily to the region. Nobody in the island

~ is‘complaining, Only the publicity secking: Rep deel

Lagnian and his minions are opposed to it. - o
Prosident Duterte is the only:President who has

: spoken up against the abuses and the hypociisy of

“the Roman Catlwlic Church in the Pfuhppines Othcr
Presndcnts before him dld not darg court the 1re of Ihe
- Chureh.
- Oncea cosspo»ol Borac is now fruly a wo :
(lcstination thanks to Dutsfie 's orderlg cleanﬂg:];f: :
" place, -
The accomplishmems speak for themselves
- Sen, Antortlo Trillanes IV, however, threw eald watet" '
at the survey results and questioned its rellablhly as
an indicator of the public pulse, He' asswméd that the -
stirvey respondents were afraid of expressing their true
serdiments and szmp]y gave thc Pres:dent high grades, -
: statement
'} s arguahly
| the most
- | Speculativa
fand
i} pessimistio
| public
{ comiment -
the lame .-
duck .
1 senator has - .

¥y [N

——




; ever made I\othing, not even hls fatse accusanons and X
: -pmdictions in the past, can even compare bo it .
. Inthefs rstplacc, Trillanes’ comment: <7 5=~
© is'an wifounded opinion, &' ‘donjecturs - “ : s
+ -devoid of any empirical explanation or . Martta!
. - Justification. - . Ituo in
. Second, Trillanés. has no acadomic Mindanao
_ﬁ__fback,ground it opinlon-research. The fips brought
- SUrvey wis conducled by a known opinion peace, .
. polling agency, Polling agencies are jgep and _
‘expected to' conduct thelr SUVEYS I 2 graey g
scientific way, using statistical infereiices stability g
andgaugw ofdatamtegrﬂ,}'and reIIahﬂll;,' “‘e regl’orl, )
Since Trillanies has no statistrcal i
basm to diseredit this recent survej; he has ‘awitirigly -
emphamzed to the Filipino people that- h+istan -
. oplniionated politician” engaging in .
unfairly discrediting wl:osoever he _
happens to dislike. ' '
- Why shoutd mﬂ/oneb ijv{eil‘p,l]anes
_anyway? He'is an ex-mutineer Who :
wviolated his oath to defend tho Constitution -
by staging a failed coup. against the then .
: t President Gloria MacapagalArroyo :
! Since.he has no respect for the
Gnnstituuon, his statemenrs should '
! not be taken seriously. -
_ Remember the' way Trlllanes
isrespected Sen. ‘Richard Gordori -
durlng a Senate investlgauan ont the -
drug menace, Observers nete- that
each time Trilianes did not get his way,
he resorted to behavior unbeconiing of
u stafesman, In the process, his petty
tantrunis embarrassed the Senate,
‘which is supposed to be ari lnsututwn .
of law and dignity, rofwithstanding the
presence of several shady characters‘ :
there : .
.- Trillanes' recent rang underscores :
his status as & lame duck, a politiclan .
desperate for publicity, becauso his
days in the Seriate aré fmmbered, -
His tenn will end in June this year .
and he is dtsquallfed from seekmg'
3 athlrd term. o
- Onee out of. power and dwmd
# of an expense account paid for by’
2 taxpayers, Trillanes wilt bee re]egated :
to the pohtical dustbm .
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Solcom chief retires
By Priam Nepomuceno January 15, 2019, 2:21 pm

MANILA -- Southern Luzon Command (Solcom) chief, Lt. Gen. Danilo G. Pamonag
formally retired from the military on Tuesday after 35 years in service.

He will be retiring after participating in the two biggest urban batties, Col. Noel Detoyato,
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief, said in a statement.

Prior to his stint at Solcom, Pamonag led the AFP Special Operations Command.

After working alongside then Joint Task Force Marawi commander retired Lt. Gen. Rolando
Bautista, he was designated as ground commander in the battle for Marawi City in October

2017.

Pamonag was also ground commander in the defense of Zamboanga City in 2013 against
rogue members of the Moro Nationai Liberation Front.
He will be replaced in an acting capacity by Major Gen. Gilbert Gapay, concurrent head of
the Mechanized Division.

"His outstanding leadership and capacity as a military commander were vital in our defense
of Zamboanga City, Marawi City, and the Solcom area of responsibility, which serves as a
gateway to our capital and center of political and economic activity," AFP Chief-of-Staff,
Gen. Benjamin Madrigal, said in a ceremony held at the Solcom Headquarters in Quezon.

"On behalf of every soldier, airman, saitor, and marine, | thank Lt. Gen. Danilo Pamonag for
his dedicated service and for his tireless work in defending our country against any threat,"

Madrigal added, praising Pamonag's accomplishments in suppressing the communist
threat in the Southern Tagalog and Bicol regions. (PNA)
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AFP lauds Agusan Sur town's 'persona non grata’ tag vs.
NPA

By Priam Nepomuceno January 15, 2019, 12:20 pm

MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} has lauded the municipal
government of Sibagat in Agusan del Sur province for declaring members of the New
People's Army (NPA) as "persona non grata"”.

"On behalf of the soldiers who on a day-to-day basis risk their lives for the peace and
security of the country, | thank and laud the local officials of Sibagat, Agusan del Sur for
standing up against the NPA," AFP Chief, Gen. Benjamin Madrigal, said in a statement
released late Monday.

“We hope that more LGUs (local government units) will finally recognize the need to take
similar actions against the NPA and its front organizations and join the whole of (the) nation
approach to completely annihilate the communist armed conflict," Madrigal added.

In Municipal Resolution No. 137-18, approved on Dec. 21, 2018 and released to the media
on Monday, the town's Sangguniang Bayan declared communist rebels as "persona non
grata" or unwelcome and unacceptable people.

Sibagat Mayor Maria Liza Evangelista led the signing of the resolution, which cited the NPA
attack on a Citizen Armed Force Geographical Unit (CAFGU) Active Auxillary Patrol Base
in New Tubigon on Dec. 19, 2018, as a form of betrayal.

"The kidnapping and abduction perpetrated by the NPAs is a manifestation of betrayal of
achieving peace, thus disrupting the peace and security of the community," the resolution

reads.

The NPA, the Communist Party of the Philippines’ armed wing, is considered a terrorist
organization by the United States and the European Union. (PNA)
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AFP to conduct final security check for BOL plebiscite

By Priam Nepomuceno January 15, 2019, 11;55 am

MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) will conduct a final check on the
security arrangement for the plebiscite on the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) within the
week.

This was bared by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Noel Detoyato when asked Tuesday
on whether the military will hoist its alert status and security preparations for the coming

polls.

"AFP troops are pre-deployed so as of now, very minimal na ang movement. We will have
a final check on the security arrangements this week to determine if there are gaps to be
filled and adjustments to be made as situation usually becomes fiuid as the event comes
closer," he said in a message to the Philippine News Agency.

The military is earmarking around 10,000 personnel and support units to help secure the
BOL plebiscite, along with the Philippine National Police (PNP).

"Rest assured, the AFP together with the PNP and with the big help from OPAPP (Office of
the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process), the LGUs (local government units) and
MILF {Moro Islamic Liberation Front) leadership, the coming plebiscite will be conducted
smoothly," Detoyato added.

Earlier, the AFP public affairs office chief said the military will do everything in its authority
to ensure the successful and peaceful conduct of all election-related activities this year.

"(The) AFP is deputized by the Comelec (Commission on Elections) so we will dedicate our
efforts for the successful conduct of the BOL plebiscite and the incoming midterm

elections," Detoyato said.

The BOL plebiscite is slated for Jan. 21 and Feb. 6 while the mid-term elections is on May
13.

"Our combat operations and other security operations will always be in support to the
honest, orderly and peaceful conduct of Comelec-sanctioned activities," Detoyato

said. (PNA)
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Mindanao rebels beef up NPA in Luzon — Army exec
Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:18 AM January 16, 2019

BONGABON, Nueva Ecija UEVA — Communist rebels from Mindanao have been helping
local members of the New People’s Army (NPA) intensify their operations in Nueva Ecija,
Aurora and Nueva Vizcaya provinces, an Army official said here.

Col. Rowen Tolentino, commander of the Army’s 703rd (Agila) Brigade based here, said the
rebels had moved to Luzon since last year amid heightened military operations in Mindanao.

Citing intelligence reports, Tolentino said the recruited rebels were promised “better situation”
in L.uzon by the NPA leaders.

“These rebels from Mindanao move in platoons and hide in the mountain ranges of Sierra
Madre and Cordillera in the eastern part of Nueva Ecija,” he said.

Harassment

“Part of their operation is to harass owners of harvesters and construction companies. They
demand revolutionary tax from them,” he added.

According to him, a harvester, a truck and a cement mixer were burned last year by the
rebels after their owners reportedly refused to pay revolutionary tax.

He said continuing military operations against the rebels had resulted in casualties on both

sides.

Two rebels were killed in a recent encounter with government soldiers under the 7th Infantry
Division at Fort Magsaysay in Palayan City while a soldier died in an NPA ambush.

Arrests

The military also recovered 24 firearms from the rebels in separate encounters and overran a
major NPA camp near the Nueva Ecija and Aurora border.

Four female rebels, including a University of the Philippines student, were arrested while

they were conducting teach-ins in a Nueva Ecija town.
“We got vital information from the captured rebels and from the documents recovered from

those killed,” Tolentino said.
“We are relentlessly operating against the beefed-up [operations of the] rebels who are on

constant move and sometimes mingling with the villagers.” —Anselmo Roque
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Encounter in Guihulngan as condemnation rally held
From the Visayan Daily Star (Jan 15, 2019): Encounter in Guihulngan as condemnation
rally held

Army soldiers yesterday fiqured in an encounter with suspected New People’s Army
rebels in Brgy. Banwage, Guihulngan City, Negros Oriental, while barangay residents
held a rally condemning atrocities perpetrated and claimed by communist rebels.

No casualty was reported on the government side during the gunbattle that lasted
for 20 minutes, Brid. Gen. lgnacio Madriaga; 302nd Infantry Brigade commander,
said.

Despite the running gunbattle, Madriaga said that a condemnation rally, which was
participated in by Linantuyan barangay residents, was pushed through in the

barangay.

Linantuyan barangay residents condemned the killing of CAFGU member Joseph

Gabia, a resident in the area, by the NPA two weeks ago, Madriaga said.
Gabia, who was off-duty, was on his way back to his patrol base in Linantuyan after settling
a family problem when he was killed by NPA Speclal Partisan Unit (Sparu) team

members. -

Madriaga said he believes that the rebels encountered by soldiers of the 94th Infantry
Battalion are companions of the SPARU team members behind the summary execution of

Gabia.

The Army soldiers, on board a military truck, were on their way to the rally of

residents in Brgy.Linantuyan, when they chanced upon the group of communist
rebels, estimated to be between five to seven, that triggered a firefight for about 20

minutes.

It had not determined as of press time if the NPA had suffered casualties, Madriaga said,
stressing that no ambush had taken placecontrary to reports being circulated on social
media.

The military claims that the NPA has killed 19 people in Guihulngan alone since last
ear.
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Soldier wounded in encounter with NPA
From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 15, 2019):
A member of the Philippine Army’s {PA) 61st Infantry Battalion (611B) was wounded

in an encounter with the New People’s Army (NPA) in Barangay Cabatangan,
Lambunao town, lioilo province at about 5:50 a.m. Monday.

Cpl. Aldrin 8. Cablas sustained an injury on his left leg and is currently recovering in a
hospital in Calinog town, §11B commander, Lt. Col. Sisenando Magbalot, said in a phone
interview.

He narrated that the troops received information that a group of rebels were on their way to
the Citizen Armed Force Geographical Unit (CAFGU) detachment.

“They conducted a combat patrol and encountered the enemies,” he said, adding that it
was “really their intention to harass the troops.”

The exchange of gunfire occurred some 400 meters away from the detachment and lasted
about 30 minutes.

The more or less 20 rebels are believed to be members of the Baloy Platoon, Central
Front led by a certain Carl Teodosio.

Magbalot said on Sunday that government troops also had an exchange of gunfire with an

undetermined number of rebels in Barangay Dalije, Miagao.

The battalion commander said the spate of encounters with the communist group is a
manifestation that government soidiers are working continuously.

“The information that is provided to us is accurate. Our continuous awareness (campaign)
bears fruit and they (community) are giving us information,” he added.

Magbaiot noted that the rebel group is “getting weaker every day,” as the continuous
operation of government troops is putting pressure on the rebels, prompting them to move

from one place to another.

“By this time, we know that they are not on extortion because their focus is on combat
(operations),” he added.
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