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NPAsattack
ruc

',;(AMPGEN. cmMPm, Tanay, Rizal: The com
“Neéw: Peoples’ Army (NPA] attac!v:ed work\’rg
“of the Pacific Symmit Constriction Crotyp
PSCG1) in’ Barangay Mamgén’don, Real,.
: Quezon aind:buined its Heavy equipment.

o Bng.- GCen. Arnulfo,l?urgos, 202nd [nfantry

. B0
: suddeniyentered They pointed guﬁs at usand
: ordered s to drop down' the floor. Theré were
womer with them, 1, then, saw our office and

- tiicks burning 'We were so scared ‘and trau

: mamed " oiie of the workers told the pohce
o 's project miatiager said’ threé'dump ’

L trucks,'two “biackhoes, a: generator sel, one -
o tmnslt mixer; one loader, anl, 300 van “and ofe .
A able Sirada p:ck “p. used for a1ini
'dam ¢otistruction were burned. -
* Burgos said the ebels “were hard Llp it com-

: plyjng with:their leader’s order to go oh offen- .
 sive They can only do that to civilians, threaten
~and-hurt themm,” Their desite is to fughlen the

- people arid hapefully, ﬁ)rce com actors to pay

: extmlmn moiey 10 them, " 6 -

Méanwhile,. troops of the 1st lnfantry Bat-
talion under the 20213 fecovered an NPAatms
. cache w1th one M653 and one Bushitiaster in
o - Barangay Bacao, Taysari, Batangas on Inday
Maj; Gen:Rhoderick Parayno, cominander
of the: Rh_t!lppmc Army's 20d Infantry (Jungle
Fighter) Division, sald the arms recovery was
-another ma;orselback for the NPA'in Batangas
whlch 1s now on the verge of collapse,
: ROSELLE R. AQUINO
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réspolisive. t¢; the needs of the -

Bangsanioro’ people and t)ther-":_
g Bangeamoro Trans:tmn Au-
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to. thal war weary, poverty.
- neglecled and -
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_ stricken;:lon
much heralde

- hq r_u_l_,e of _the majorlty,_ Pa'n-:(j. s

v - -
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y:’-::.
cobperating, wwith the leaders of *
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headded.”
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';'BARMM would be in pkacu
as so0n as. [’1 es‘icient Dutartu

aé’ta{éi‘ﬁéht -
e the people in the

:,pr()vinces are: taken s one Z'.‘Bani,s'u_ or0 Autohomous
1 Region-im: Muslim: Mindanao

to give their new. leaders their

apport and cooperation but
at the same we implote them
o be vigilant and asser tive’
of their rights. We also cali'on

“Tanelo: rmtbd that ‘the

thmzty that would overseethe
intérim goverhment, '
He said thie the creation

through unless the Supreme
Court rulés in favor of petitions
qtmstmmng the comt;tuuoml-
1ty of the BOL.
e he raling, however, re-
midins in the realm of 1mponcie~

 rales, We can noi be waylaid in
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progress,” the spokesman sai L "We awa;lw;th L‘ﬂthtibldsm’1f1V0rahk‘
i Panelo said Duturicz:ahop(,fuithat t!iLi‘ esult “ hesaid. -
* ratification of BOLwould “commence the - The Feb. 6 plebascﬂe wﬁl be ]wEd in
- processiof coriécting the historical i injus {anao del Norte except It igan City and
""ilccs wmmlitcd agamsl the B - the towns of Aleosan, Carmen, Kabacan,
‘ - - Midsayap, Pikit; Pigkayawan anr.! Tu]u-
: Noith Cntabaln G
: ! B dy enicouns; | The BARMM: has been’ al!ocatcd'
. .__Zters amomg ‘thé Muslim combatants but . P62 billion this year, Senate Majority
*spawned aore-gonflicts as well, giving Lcadcr}uan Miguel Zubiri said yester-
. birth to mare armed groups and viglent - day. - With Jose. Rodcl Ciapano P.mlo
hostilities to: thequffemnceoftheBamﬁmn-‘: /Rumem R
oro Peoplt. ‘and the @ R
* Christian inhabit-
-+ ants,” Panelo said:
< To the Credit of -
3.the ‘Muslim war-
tiors, they. made
" way. to another
Cthrast for the elus
< sive peace as they
: partlcapqied ina’
democratic process
- weighing in their
'collutwe voice,” he
ddded
- P’meio sasd the
Duterte adminis-
tration was look-
ing forward to
another orderly
plebiscite intLa-
nan del Noxte and
- North Cotabato
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By Julle M: Au‘réﬁo'-’
' @}MAurclioINQ

Malac(snang ig- optmm{ic that 2
next 'month's reférendum fon-

the Bangq'lmom Organic L
(BOL). will- yield posi
sults; following the BOL q Tati-
11cat;0110:11‘r1day;= T

Présidential
S'llvador Panelo said the’ ratm-

“ cation of theBOI ushc*rul"a ray

of hope™ 103 the'. “war-weary,

poverly-stricken, long-neglect-

ed and much-heralded prom med
- long peace,” ¥ Anddnar added.

land” of. Mmdanao .
5 hmstdtement meele not-'

ed that. “the sovereign yoice of-

the 'pmtlcipdtmg voters in the

just ccnciuded pleblsclte had*

‘ip()}\(,il

: Rule of the majonty

“The BOL has been off;cmlly:

atificd it behooves the discor-
dant.volces to yield to the rule
of the majovity,” Panelo said.

“Wo look forward to: angth- -
er orderly plebiscite -in the,

provinces of Lanao del: Norte

and, North Cotabato on Feb. 6
evenas we await-'with enthusi-

‘ asma fayorable astlt,” he' sald.
Presulemial Chimpitnica-

tions Secrétary Mattin Andanat, 0

- for his 1)'1rt gald people mitsst

Delieve in the +BOL's potential to

. nsher peace in Mindanhao.

We maily need to be opti-
m;mc about the. entire situa-
tion. There are those critscai

ones who say this, has_bap- -

pened before with the Au-

10;1011101!5 Reglon m Muq[:m )

-:'JMmdanaU (ARMM), and that
gihers:have tried . But® failef

-he saii -over: the “gtate-Tin
Radyo Pilipinas. v

“the
spected and that-“thie voice of:
‘the majority. i the voice ofi': o
- "_wasseentowrrect shehmmml
injustices -
'Bangaamoro peaple, as the law

spokespci o1

BBUE if that-is' ‘our attitude,
nothlng W1ll h':ppen FOREY
( Aot

I ‘_plebsscite ‘shiguld be- rcn

C?ot KRR
L e must be real!y.p_osuwe,

- Andanar stressed that the

"pleinsutc far the BOL's. ratifi-
catlonwent through the demo~ K
saon as Mr. Dutelte constitat-

ed the Bangqammo Transilion
_Authority (BTA). .

cratic process.
MY a demumahc proceqs

'wr» must kmk forward so that -

" there’ will. e’ long-termy, life-.
> eriment with fiscal autonomy.

in Ldnao dei Norte: - aud 19

‘barangays it Norih Cotabato.

Republza Act. No. 11054, OF

‘the BOL, was, sagmd by Presi-
dent’ I’)utcrie in July last year,

$ p':rt ‘of (the “government’s
pcaLe pact with the Moro Is-
leLl dth n Front,

R ¥ rrect mjustices
The President said the BOL

7 against he
wotdd createa Bangsainoro gov-

Following the ratification

_of the BOL, the Palacc said the

wherem ‘the electorate, voted:

helmmg. so'lt was 1aufled

he added. - -
On-Briday night, the Comu
migsion  on- Elections . an-

They've : ‘yoted for what they
‘want:Theyes voltes were ‘over-

nounced . that the B()L,wwsj

deemed ratified after 1,540,017

residents voted for ratification
kwhlie 198,750 1e]ected tlm BOL
-xina mferendum oTL)an. :

: Secondple scite,
The Bangsamom

tonomous - Region: Ans Mmlun_,
" Mindanao {BARMM) will-cover
7 hie five existing’ ptovlmes of:
“the ARMM and Cotabato Glty.

' ‘1here will ho -4 sc,cond

rouind of the pleb}emt(’ on Feb. 6.
‘to determine i, the BARMM wul
' be expanded to covcr sl towns

“comilted
: '_Baugsamowpeople
Au—
' staketiolders, myst join. their

BARMM woilld be created as

©The go- membu BTA will

“oversec the interim - govern-

nientof the BARMM, unless the

- Supreme Court rules in favor of
_apetition questioning ! the con-
- gtit{itionality of the BOL.

- The-Palate gaid the Presi-

_dent ‘was -optimistic that the

“ratification of the BOL would

'commence (he process’ of cor-

recting the hmto_mdl m}usticos
2 agamst the

g i this light thaf atl the

5:’11111(13 i unity’ and harnmny 0]

scraft an: autenomous govpm~

~‘ment that.will e fesponsive to

i

the needs of the Bangsamoro

.-peop]c and other citizens with-

in'the }umd:rtion of BARMM .
]’anelg,sa;cd

s f:ﬁ;,
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' mga eriti-

GO 1 gsasabx na
ngya nia ‘yan a{ uag- SARMM
arami-nang. sumubek di-

. The Commission on Elee-

N elar ¥y Mﬂt tm Andanai sau!.-,
: _Lhe piebxsu(e on Lhe ratification ¢
- the Bangsamoro Or; ganic Lawhas
: shown the trite wm of the peoplc -

,want " he said, -
an wala paring. nangyaii. But
+if that'is.out attitude; walm:g';
“miangyayari po’sa aling: bayan'
 {We reallynéed to be optimistic .
about the entire situation; There:
are many., critics doubtmg it;
- saying we did it with ARMM -
- (Autenomous Heg:on in Muslim -~
- Mindanao), that many ir ied but

" nething happened. But if thatis -
“ourattitide, nothing wilt happen‘
_to oty cotnlryl,” he added.

: .'sumagot

topublic Act (RA) No; 11054
g Oigamc Law fm

ed on the canvassing of

vuies i ARMM, l,a4fl 017 of the

1.9 1nillion voters in the region
ted “Yes” for the BOT ratifica-

“tion while 198, 730 voted “No” dus-
"mg the January 210 plebismte

"~ Asccond plebiscite orithe BOL

rah[“ cat,mn will be held in Lama

EOvery lemg uaman ang
‘o0’ kaya ito’y rati:
fied na, So therefore, the voice of

the majority is the voice. of God,
 hindi ho ba? So ngayon, ang atmg
“hinihintay na lamang ay 1tong
_ikalawang botohan sa Fehiruary 6

(I'here was an overwhelming 'Yes’

vote soitis now ratified. Pherefore

the:voice, of the majority. is the

“voice of God, right?. At present,

le’s wait for thig seeond plebiscite

_on February 8),” he added, V"

1Y

Pags:

based'on the majonty of votes
castin the ARMM. SRS

,. o '\the BOL werit throngh the '
) c%emouahc ;noceqs
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; A e (,omelec spokesman }dmes
REPE It _'-hmenez_ made 1!12 chnﬁmtionf

OO A9 " : '. certam area wan -lb Johy [‘1_“’_
”(Barmm) accordmg-to the Commissmn Barmm] of not,” Jimehez added.

i COH!EIGC I ' 'Ihcle_bmai)j()plebi‘scitecm_h
on EIQCUOHS ( ) . L . ers Lanao del Norte, except Ili-

*s

*existing. Autonomous Regtou in Z_ balo (,uy 0 be pant, uf the Barmm, .
ar,’ .'Mashm Mindanag (A RMM)voting “while Isabela City was proclaimed
id.agione, and for the'mclusmn of Co- of part of ihé Batmum, -

;o fith- the’ nauf:mtaon of thc
| Barm, the. EXISllI!g ARMM is
technically abolished: ;

. The Barmny's- territorial jurls-
: = diction covers the who!e ARMM
Seité: oard of Ca ASSErs (NPBC‘) . --mcludang Cohbato City, and

ig 'proc[almed RA 11054 as deemed  the rest of the areas: that will

( n ratified after gamering majority of  favor thelt inclusion g the 1w

in Mustim Mrlldanao by voters of  the votes cast in the ARMM. - autonomous region after the
- the five provinces comptising the .~ TheNPBCalso proclaimed Cota- . February 6 plebiscite. A

*y

.
I

R ot ey e e - oo . ’ L A
o R e R it .




lo quscfmmed the lives of 20 peopl - He spid ﬂ]eBa:agqamm Oq,aim[,aw(BOI)'md
Suhw on Slmday,_fqunu senato “thie: Bahigsamory’ Aulono;nous Region: in: Muslim
at the creation of Mmda;;ao (BARMM} would nnt bL cﬂ‘ectne he~

s replon .would: nof completely addros:

-HﬂlC{ i M} I}

Enle..

upem ng' in thc ared that may lmpmgc
on the peace and order. Y

Mindanac;

| iy
|.ciety-there are’ -always ul)happy peaple -
tlzal oan create ! pmb[em for any Slitj ﬁg' ;
govc: funent,” he added, :

- Bnrite said. e supported ‘the rauﬁcw
uon of the BOL but gxpressed.reserva-
{7 tidns about is charices for success,

" The mere fact that the Taw was passedj
by Congress does ot solve the pmblem -
{1t has fo be: est don the ground whether

: 16 ] Senator Aquilmo z
* HII-?‘descnbed the BOL s’

: ow from: rccent iustory that-
]ayitlg thelgx__ Hidwo SRR

kec,pmg the peacs,” he said.

He said the aw’s proper’ |mp!ementa~
tlon “is ol of the keys to unlocking the
- economic potential of the. région, and a
wcritical step) to f‘ulﬂllmg the promise of
Mmdamo, whicli has been held back hy
decaes of armed conflict.”

“Regional - peace and. .stabﬂil)’ and
complememary national measures like
the Fage of Domg Business' Law will

 fuek éconornic developmem and ‘attract
i nycslmmtf; Mmc] nag’ rceds, “’qhe '
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 private installations:

- places of éonvergence. -

* 7 "We should intensify check:
poliit operations-at entry and’

exit points of Metro. Maniiiff

intelligence division to coor-
- dinate with other government
elligerice agencies in mont-
“petsons who are out
 carty ot bombing attacks
 in'Metro Manila.” Ln’\ SR
- 8o fas, we have not moni-
" tored any group out to condutct:
“bornbing Tuns in the nietropo-
“lis; but we are prepated for the
“worst case scenatio,” he sai
‘ . “We dor’t want to'be catight
“with our pants down.” | B
.+ The NCRPO asked the public -
“toreportsiispicious-looking indi-
“viduals or baggage to the nearest
“police station; "~ Non Alquilean

o |

.
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" Earth the-ruthless perp
“this dastardly crime until every killer
“brought to justice and put behind b
The law wlll gwe them no mercy," Panelo

. Middle Hast and Southms{ Ab]’l could

“forge an alliance with homegrown inswr-
“pentsandturn Mmdanao intoa breeding
-ground forextrenists. _
S Austy alian Amb%sndcr-‘a'tggve Robin-":

“the Liuropean Union ex
olences and sym rathics’ to tlm famliws :
£ those killed ivthe twin blagts:
My thoughts dre wﬂh thosewho lost
Sl = Turn to Page 4.

*Fxhpnm pu)pic durmg these trying

P alace E:me Page 1

' thexr hwed ones a d thb% affectocf by_. i

“the qttack in #Suiu, Robmson sald on

T“ygtte RIS R e P RO

2 reaffnm Austra!ra s strcny condem-. g

nation of all acls of terror” he said. -
The EU delegation to:the Phdxppmt,s

‘conveyed its condolences and ‘sympa-
thws to the [amahas of the' v1dnns of thc

“ bombing:

"I:expiess my -
1th thlc’;.fi_ __

sohd iy

- Aimes, EUAmbassador Fran? }esaen said
-.in a stateément:

““Filipinos lnvc always bLen mmimnt,

stoadfast and ‘collaborative and I am’
: ;;a,rtam that these values will see- l:}iem

Iuough in this sad situation,” he said."

The Catholic Bishaps’ Conference of ’

the Plnhppmes (CBCP) ‘condemned the

“bombing, noting the attack came follow-
ing the ratification of the BOL,

“We condern Hys act of terrorism that

has taken p]auw only a few days after the

Turn to Paga 8

People eommumtms in the
B advocacy against viclent
: xuemaam,” he appealed. -

Dead!y lmks

L pieblscitelon the Bang,e:am—
. . voro-Organie Law,” CBCP
. .-"premdent and- Davm Arch-

: _agm A new
phase in the_pcace process . Philippine National Po-
swiththe ‘¢reation. of lhe..-hcc-chxeprlrecior General -
o _angsan’lolo Autonomous  Oscar: Albayalde said it is~
. Region:in - ‘Muslim- Mmd»:-*prematuw to say if yester- -
‘anag (BARRM), we a k_oul ~day’s: bonibing attacks were
. ;jChrmt;an brethren tojoin related to the: Jan 21 p]Lbl-
:hands with all peace-loving . scite of BOL.
-'fMushm 'md Indl penous Secuuty of(tuals were.

ok}

. i
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: 'ato Mq]msty ].L’!d(: :
JuanMiguel Zubitl believed
“ithatthose “who took part it
s this dastardly actjust wants .
1 L. “to.taint the victory achieved
plebiscite. by the Bang,aanwro people
gz - “There are ements tly_.-_-in‘thew ' anfxcanon of thL
L ingto derail the Banigsamoro “BOL.”. W
or’ Organic. Lawi” Andwnar told . " Sen; j(:jse

coups. and they still
f ly: i? this has o_n_mthi_ )

: :Q;rnay b

li)iz V;cior }-p.ruto :
e ﬁftatk asTan-
vanl dmpor- =
tlon that has 10 place’hor
pori peade-loving .

o lhe test oflour country,”
S Sonny Angara said
‘ _ 1y dse as outraged that the
d r;ty fficials have ide tis _bombmgq occtitied, s
ot fied the suspects based on: - Sen. Francis Pangilinan -
: i “'al‘m iiked the incident: .to
-the plebliscite for the BOL,
‘s and served as a ehnilengg
r.the guvernmont to show
: .what martial law:in’ Mind-
: ‘can'do-fo addrebs these :

a chan'cc,' there
| that the bomb-

y : ¥ Sert N'mcy Bmay ulgcd
it ideology, " he' added : Jauthor 5 to dig: cleeper in
o Andanar said: security “to: the incident as it came
“agencies; the social we]faro‘_'_wheni Mindanao remains
departiment, and: the: Office” ¢ der martial law. o
- of the Presidént wotild take - - “Itis quite saddening that
care, of the needs of the famii- while there are initiatives
0 fll’l'l”y end the conflict to
ave permanent peace, there
are also those who continue
-t orize and fing ways to
.__duall and, unpmr the gains
‘ '.fcu peace,” Binay. said. "
-2 8eii; Paolo, Benigno Aqm~
: ) ;;.no IV called for calin. and
: al 1h }oIo_ -sobriely s the governmont.
-lalgctmg the innocent and " js amid efforts to put in
the hely !(,ss-xb the: hlgheet_gi place anew’ Bang‘;amom au-
5 rdice,”. Scnate .. tonomous region, = With Ria

E hant: and ap_
the ftthckers .

'I,Premdc"nt Vicente Sotto Hl - Lee~-Brago, Paoclo Roinero,
~sa1d in‘a statament SO g:'hdu Punay;: ]olm Unson

dFilipinos in Mindanao and
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~ Palace vows no m_ercy5
tz oops on helgh‘tened@" alert

t leds,t 20 people dJed mctud (IED&) pped thi ough the Jolo Lathe«g

) - ing five soldiers, whilo 81 oth- " dral in Sulu while 3 Sunday morping
© er's were wounded after two ;INass was. ongomg, puhce of- ‘
'n,&:«.l!?lf.}IGWSEd explosive dwices ﬁcaalq said, _ o EN%




' éxplosiez_ s

Twm blasts hit:

Senior Insp Junar delos S&ntos,

% in Muslim Mindango (ARMM); m(jj i

_the'two bombs went-off at.one. minute. -

_ interval -~ the first exploded. inside tlie:
ehureh:while the other one near the_
entrance. '

“4Phe two ex;jlosmns oc.curred whiie CE
. mass was being officiated. There were..

a lot of people wounded,” Delos Santos

told the Maniia Bulletin in a phoue

interview '

Malacaﬁang vowed that no mewy’f
th

e concfemn in the strongust pos=
sible terms thie homb explosions that.
“oceurred inside and outside the Mt.
i Carmel Cathedral in Jolo this Sunday

“morning which left many soldiers and
clvilfans' dead and scores wounded,”
president ‘_lgspokeqman SalvadorPan- .
e!o N
i He saxd the governmcnt will not rest v

) petrators who boidiy chal-

A yesterﬁay, and pnllce are expected :
to focus on the- investigatlon based on

might haye ‘noticed the: persoﬁé who
planted f_,_he 1EDs. - ' '

: egion 3

: had ordered his‘mexa 1o further mbensify

Tthe' security in bulu and other areas to"

‘prevent a repeat. of the inmdent in auy
‘part of the region. .

- Mijares gald they.could no étpin- ‘
1 “point the group ot persons responsible :

“for the attack slnce thelr Tocus now Is
. to gttend to the victims and seciire the
blast sité and other possible targets, .« -

Based on the police. data,,ﬁvc sol-

-diors were among those killed while 14-
< other: Army troopers were woult ded,
- Atiother fatality was reportedly a mem-. :

heirofthe Philippine Coast Guard

At least two policemen’ and two
Coast Guard personnel were also -
‘wounded, The rest of the ©as 'altie% :
.ate civilians, 7.
i “Tlle soldicls were. thele bechuse’
: "they Were. secmmg the: alea hecausaf.-

\ 'e soldiers and po,! Qemen 61&'-_; hesaid,

hitin the explosxon near (he Cathech al
entrance where becurlty forces are.

present to-secure the area.

Aheentire Mllldanao remams undel 5

Martial Law..

- Albayalde sald that illey will conduct :
a thorough nwestlgatien and intel-
‘ligeniee build-up in-order to identify
“and arrest: those xespon51ble f{n‘ the :
-attack. - .
Muares, fol hls pmt sald lhey wxll
}ook into the possnblllty of lapse(: in
“gecuring the area.

As of press tlmc yo,steiday, no

- grolip had claimed lesponsibility for

the attack, . - -
The: Philippine: Coae,t Gunrd con-

- fiemed that three of its K-9 personnel
_were among those killed and wouncied
- in'the two oxplosions. that hit Mt, Car-
mel Cathedral inJolo; Su,
L PeG spokesman Captain Avmand -
'Balilo said that Second SeamanJaypee -
‘Galichia was found dead at the blast site
~_while:PO3 Joeman Sanson and POS
. Paolo Isolona were wounded. - - -
iWe extend our sympathy to the
familles of the vietims and we will'ei- -
- sute'that all possible assist;
-'jffamliles will be gweni--'_' id'§

ensure thatji.iat:ce will be sel ved in the |
: ‘soonest time posesble,“ headded,

- Banac also appealed fo the people of
Sulu and other nearby towns t:o Lemain
calm'and vigllant,

““We will crush thom
We will pitsue to the ends of the

; éarth the ruthless pet; petratoi’s. behifid -

dly erime until evety killer
{c 'jJLlStE(,O and put. behind
w will, gwe them no mer cy,

elo sald,
“National Secumty Advxsel chm~ -

4

 genes Esperon Jt. ‘satd they have yel
* to determine whether the explosion is
' wlated to thie ratification of the BOL.

. Esperon assured that the fovern:

: ment will ot allow the "mass murder-

ers? behind the. explosion to- destr 0y
‘the PEacs: that the BOT. signifies. -
“*The pelpetratm,s are nigss mur-
dorers, They ave extr emist) eriminals. -
We will not allow. them'to spml the
pzeferen_ce f ,th:é _ ople for peace

: Securlty fomes have tightened up

E.:_ ‘tlia- systeins to gecure Sulil and the .

EBARMM, Peace must pmvall
ovel war," hie added,
CThé deadly twin. bombmgs in Jolo,

v Sulu might be:connected with the

recent plebiscité: vesult in favor of
“tha ratification of the Bangsamoro:
Organlc Law,: Pr esidential Commu: -
- nications’ Seeretary Martin Anddnar'
anid on. Sunday, claiming that some:
- groups wore probably trying to detall”
& e huplemeritation of the law ereatmg
'lf.tiae'Bang;;ammo aulonomous region,
Toeal residents living niear the ex-
- plosion sitepromptly tagged the Abu
. Bayyaf Group. (Ab(:) as ze.spcnsmlc

fm the aitack. .
I' riier bulu Fov A})rlusakm A

+ Said-"we condemn the barbaric act e{
.-certaln individuals ot group inthe Jolo -

cathedral th:q morning. They jusf want
‘{6 sow terror and we should never give |
incto their inhuman and insanc act”
Owirage - i
Sehators on Sunday expressed
outrage and deep concern over the |
bombing in Jolo, Sulu.
“T am deeply concerned and sad- |
dened by the twin explosions (hat |
-rocked the Jolo Cathedral in Sulu
this morning, Bul most of all, T am
-outraged that the hombings had re-

- portedly killed innocent individuals.

This senseless act of violence must
be condemned at the very least,” Sen,
Sonny Angara gaid,



S _Sem‘;Mat?_ia_.l_{ouiﬁde?-'“Nancy”i-Bb :

ongy sald ‘she 1s,one with.the peaple .
of Mindanao.and the whole nation in
< condemning the Bombingincident,. -
. 41 urge. the authorities 1o look:
deeply ai the reason why the hombings

.+ nappened, especially considering the .
- ‘whale island of Mindaxnao ig presently.
under martial law,” Binay said.. ;..
vancls *Kiko” Pangilinan,

8 not.he; distracted and’

id 2 gtrong.
ment will not alto

Ci to‘;t'iun}imh._=;’§‘,£1i§
‘a. challenge for the g0

Jefferson o Jadiia.of the Our
ady of: Mount Cairmel Cathedral in.
“Jolo;Sulu,is appealing for prayers for
‘the victims of the twin blasts:

*Proy forus”

Wo pray for safety-of those who
wounded,” he fold churel-run.
o nd hope that

¢ LLurop
¢ ilippine und:
its-solidarity with the Filipitio pe
ng:the bwin blast that rocked &
‘eathedral it Jol giu,ld;'1eaviﬁ'g-_atileasi;-
‘wounded, o

o ad and:77 P
© o Ina gtat'enfgeil'f;'t.iflfef"EU;,Ml}ba?ﬁa* :
{tor to the Philippines Franx Jessen .

“conveyed his deepest condolences
and syripathies Lo the familles of
“those who;were killed and injured in
*] expreds my solidarity with the :

Filipino people- during these trylng .
- times,” sald Jesseil, *
|- He added that “IFilipinos have |

~always been resilient, steadiast, and

Collaborative and I am. ceriain that s

' thiese valnes will see them through.in
{his sad situation.” (With reportsfrom
Hamnalt'L. 'forregoza, Liestic Ann G. ’;
Aguino, Bllson Quisy :
F'Antonio and Roy C,

Ao
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B DEMPS_EY'REYES
N "';[)ondetl tu the scene, 4 .
’ . 1iilitary report said;
- Of the Hialities, ﬁ\’L were
sold:eas lourleen military
E*f%emiw A2
v
an
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- then were wounded;: alon;
-'-'Z-two poEicemen and,

.. The ariy said i airlifted 5 some é
. of the wouided: to the nearby -
.';caty of Aamboang'i for medml"..:

. ut beh'md bars, 1 he
: Iaw wnil gave them no. meicy, ]1e
“sald ina staleme] L S
T bombmgs Inppeneci de :
§ -spue an extended maitial nile in
“the' vholc of \'mlthcm Philippmes,;‘

E Dr E’ﬂhh
Jolo Public

- :I{eye';, 58, %
-lores Satrieito’ 1an, 72;
'84; Cecitia: Sanches; 4 thiet
“ Jainvie, 505 Cecilia’deta’ Cruz,'(il .
- ':Reymldo Pescadera St 747 Alba

- Perpetua, 40; Bibing Perpelua, 40;

- and Ridzmar Mukadik, 19. -

s
e
-y
-C
-

ke

Scm’ 611 lhe lhngsamoro '
BO! ), wlmh re31 -

- tothie] BOI, whlch wxllreplace the. -
0. - ARMM with 2 new Bangsamoro
o autonomois-tegion. (Barmm)
i wilh grealer po'wers and more fi-

no, whlle lhe

pile Suius vote, {hL prov-
egally xeqmred to 10::1

- voters from acwss “the ‘existing




}\RMM 1eglon vothE m fwor of :

e mmden; also came dayb af
ter the encounterof mHJtary forces :

_ -‘fMadngﬁl 1d that the tw1-n explo A
' 'j-zsmns.cunnec[ion to'the BOL fef-
.-"erendugu lmf yet tobe e%labhshed o

i ;_Abu Dal, who ﬂed Three :
-_ tertorsts were k:l]ed 1nd tinee_:

'sold;ers woundud S
Previous-almci{s on chulches-

risis. waut 10 make thelr-:
 kitown, ]hope the flaw]: al
s Jmplemented Weli 50 1t cou!d'_'__ rigal a

'_"'msale the pohce base in Jolo md :

- killed af least six worshapezs

1g: =0 ithe mth{ants scaled the chiurch :
+ wall undetected under cover of--

2 ; _'durmg Mass,
- ’BOL 'Ehe BOL ends the secessmn-‘} " Two people were also ldlled aud
st harrative, The BOngmﬁes the © 17 othmswoundedwhen militants
- end of war for secession. It starids - defonated ‘a ige bomb planted -
o, " for| peace in: ‘Mindanao;” L-speron- - outsidé the cattiedral in July2009,
g said in a separate staternent, . Asecondbomb wisfound near the
= We vl not allow them (those. chutch anid has been disarined by.
responmb[e, for. the bhst} 1o spoil ;Flhpmo and (S troops helplng the..
f le 111lary fight terrorisin, -~
o WITH AL JAC{NTO i
PAGAD%AN CITY, JULMUNIR |
oo, il ANATAL W CornTe.

: 'uon," he ‘;ald
A_ Combato Ci_

(e § ."ened up the systems io secure Sulu
Councii of the]'

' Phlhbpmes said the bomblng of . _‘D_efé_ns_é 'S:ecqje_la_ry__.l)elﬁil l_._0~ "IN MANILA, AFP AND AP |




Ay WENTY people were kitled and 81

Ourk,

* others wete wounded after two bonibs
‘went off one after the otheratthe

it Lady of Mt. Carmiel Cathedral while - -
Catholics heard Sunday miags, a week after
Jolo provinee rejected the ratification of the
Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL).

(BOL) SRR

. Investigators suid the first blast went off i the main hall of the
church.at.about 8:15 a.n, sending ¢hutchgoers rushing out in a
© Shorily afterward, as soldiers and: police responded, a second
blast iwent off near the inigin entrance, kitlitig niore people.”

- The explosions Were so powerful fhat some bodics were blown

b pieces. Inside the church; wooden pews and windows weic
shattered and bodiés were stréwn across the ground., =

.. The secolid bomb was-placed in the utility box of a parked

motoreyiile olitside of the cluirch, 'j'u'slf_a, fé\'v_mel_éifs_ of the main
-entrance, initial reporls said, o

. The fatali_lies_i_ucluded'_15'civilialls and five armiy troopers,
< Some 81 were wounded, among them 14 militaty personigl,

o policemen and 65 civitians, all brought to_the Zamboanga
‘City General Hospital, Soldicrs wer¢ airfified to Camp Tecidulfo
Bautista Station Hospital in Jolo, Suly, said Chief Supt. Graciang
Mijuares, regional director of the Autonomous Region of Musliim .

- Mindanao (ARMM), . _ S
» -‘Addi_t_iqn_n,!; (r_h’o'p_s were deployed, including somg in armored

alily blimed. teriotists such ag e Abl Sayyaf

- Group for the attack, but did not-discount ofher groups, Next page
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2] _' is we aliend to thc mjurcd aiid g g,we sue-

"Senitot Juan ;‘M;guel Zub
dcmncd the dttack in Sulu 3

: ‘dastardly actjust waut to taml ihe VlC[Ot v .
i ,'auhievcd be the: Bdngsmnom péopfc m='-

wotship not only ensurcd Ahat- thew '
outld bé a-big tiumber-of casualfics but
[would: have] psyche!ogtcai soginl . and
en :Lhyous nnpﬁct as WO][ . he, Sdld

'begrn A, new phase i thc pcac.c
ess with the creation’ of thie Bangsain-
10 Autonomowa ‘Region:in' Mustim Min--
nag, we: ‘ask ouir Christian brethren to

joit hands with all-peace-loving Muslim -
and Ind[gcmus People cammmm;cs m 3

our_ mhgmns oF pcacc gmde Vs in om
_-quest for a bughtu future for llu, pt,opiw'
: ofMind'mao,’.’ With Nat Manmno, Ma-
2] "Ralmos-Araneta, Rio N Araja,
,Ai«P PNA

Sayyaf kldnap.
‘) b‘e‘ behitid. the'bla.s
: “th;; yeu ta!k ;
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BY VICTOR REYES

TWENTY persoas, including five
soldiers, died yesterday in Sulu
while, 111 others were wounded
aftgr two improvised bombs ex-
ploded at the Our Lady of Mt
Catmel Cathedral in Jolo téwn.

“The police casualty figare was,

as of G pan. y(,s!uda} and afier
clarifications were issued by police
autlorites,

"The wilitary Fé.,lil(,‘t were 18
dead and 83 wounded as of 2 .

There was-no immediate claim
of responsibility but the police and

the militacy suspect the bombings

were the work of Abw Sayyaf, a

bandit aind-terror group operating

mainly in Sulu and Basilan.

“T'he first bomb exploded at
inside the cathédral .

8:28 a.m, _
while mass was ongolng, said Col.
Gerry Besana, spokesman of he

military’s Western Mindanao (“omw_ :

mand based in Zamboanga City.
The second went off about g

rminute later in front of the church,”

killing .five soldiers who wete
Among: St,curity forces racing o
the scene ifi response to the Grst

' cxplm:on

Besana-said the bmnb was
planled_qn a. pmked motoac_vclg
" Besana also said the Abu Sayyal

='§,rc'>l'tp‘ib the “usual primary sus-

pect” bue “we do not-discount
the ])()"Sibllity that thcw othu
erthmmrs

He said post- blast investiga-
dons are eseablishing the “bomb
signatuke.”

The explosions occurred six
days after a plebiscite was held for
the ratification of the Bangsamoro
Organic Law: The “00” vote won
in Sulu, giving rise to speculations

~ that BOL advocates were bchmd

the 'utf:cL

The BOL. miification will pave
the way for the creatioh of the
Bangsamoro Autonomens Region

* it Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) that

will replace the ARMM. The Cont-

See I DEAD » Page B3
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20 DEAD
mission on Flections announced
the ratification of the BOL last
January 25. -

IDefense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana sald he has directed
the military to *heigheen theiralert
level, secure ail places of worships
and public places at once, and inid-
ate pro-active security measuze w
thwart hostle plans.”

“While we encourage the pub-
lic to be more vigilant and to be

. cooperative with the authorities:

in reporting any secusity related
concerns, we #lso urge everyone to
rempin calm and avoid spreading

pdnic in our mspeciive communL

ties to deny terrorismany vmmry
he also said,

CASUALTY FIGURES

Chief Supr. Graciano Mijares,
chief of the Autonomous Regional
Police Office, msmily said 27 died
and 77 others were injured in the
attack. This was Jater clarified by his
spokesman, Seniot Insp. Jemar delos
Saritos; who said there were 19 fatali-
ties {13 civilians, a member of the
Coast Guard, and five soldiers) and
79 wounded (63 cmilans, 14 sohhcts
and two policemen).-: :

Delos Santos said the error was
due-to nuscammumcw(m with

ﬁhOSpjtals

I a lawer repott; Ml]ares said 20
d{c(i (14 civitians, five soldicrs, and
a Coast Guard member) and 81 (63
civitians, 14 soldiers and two Coast
Guard members) were wounded in
the blasts as of 2-p.am.

In 2 message as of 5:30 pm,,

Delos Santos said there were 20
dead and 81 injured.

The ARMM police, in 3 6 pm.
update, said there were 20 dead and

111 injured.

Besana said the military’s casu-
alty count was 18 dead (12 civilians,
five soldiers, and a Coast Guard
member) and 33 wounded (65 ci-

- vilians, 16 soldiers, and two Coast

Guard members) also ss of 2 p.m,
Besana said the five soldiers
who died were among the scores
of soldiers who were providing
perimeter security. They were hit
in the second explosion while re-
sponding to the first blast.

ANGLES, SUSPECTS

NP chiel Oscar Atbayalde said
invesiigators are looking at various

angles.
“We are looking at vatious thrmt

“ groups in the zrea and they eannot

yet say if this has something to do
with the plebiscite or not,” he said,

Albayalde said the Abu Sayyaf
is among the suspects,

The group is blamed for bomb-
ings, I\Idnappmgs and beheadiogs
of hostages in Sulu,

Besana said while probers are
looking into the explosions in
relation o the BOL piebiscite, he
sought to downplay this,

“It may not be logical becausc
majority in Sulu voted "no’ Adve-
cates of the BOL are advocating
peace so s illogical to, if they will
carry out the bombings,” he said.

APP chief Gen Benjamin Madri-
gal Jr. said he has instructed forces
in Mindanao, including Central
Mindanao, to be on “full alert” but
actded “we need the full vigilance of
everybody, inform us when you see
suspicious people (in your area).”

Communications Secretary Mar- -

tin Andanar, in an interview with
ractio dzMM, said law enforcement
and security officials have CCTV
footage that helped idendfy the

posmblc pmpura!ms
Andanar and National Secursty

-Adviser Hermogenes B isperon Jr.

said probers are derermining
whether the blasts are linked to
the BOL. :

Esperon; in » statement, said:

“The explosion comes after the sue--

ceds of the plébiscite for the BOL.,
While the BOL lost narrowly in
Sulw, it won 1:7 in the whole region,
with € “otabato City even voting for
inclasion In Bangsamoro ARMM,
We have yet to establish if the two
explosions are related to the all-
important BOL. The BOL ends the
secessionidt nactative, The BOL Sig-
nifies the end of war for secession.
It stands for peace in Mindanao,”
Hsperon said in ‘a'staterent.

He cailed the perpetrators “rnass
muuderers” and “exiremist crimi-
mals)” addidg bmcumunt will not
allow these people 1o “spoil the
preference of the people for peace.”

Sulu was one of the areas which
rc;ccted the BOL but the prov-
ince will remain a part of the
BARMM because it is alruuly part
of ARMM,

- Chief Presidentint Legal Coun-
sel Salvador Panclo, concurrent
presidential spokcsman, assuted
the victiins government would at-
tend to their needs,

He also said: “We condemn in
the strongest possible térm the
bomb explosions... We. will pur-
sue L .2 ends of the earth the
tuthless perpetrators behind this
dastardly ceime unil every killer is
brought to justice and put behind
bais. l“hc law will give them no
meecy;” he said,

The referendum came amid
concerns zbour the presence of
exiremists in the Philippines and
the passxblluy that forcign radi-
cals will join those of Indonesia

and Malaysia in gxawtarm;v to
Mindanao to capitalize on porous
borders, jungles and mountains,
and an abundance of aums.

The Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence of the Philippines said it
condemns “this act of terrorism
that has taken place only a fow

‘days after the plebiscite on the

Bangsamero Organic Law.”

In a statement released daring
the ongoing plenary As%mb!y
in Manila, the CBCP also said ir
comdoles with the famities of the
fatalities.

Fr. Romeo §, Sanicl, OMI, ap-
ostolic admisistrator of Jolo, was
at the three-day plenacy meet that
started fast Sacurday bur he left
early yesterday to retarn to Jolo.

LAPSES

Mijares said authorities are Jook-
ing into “possible lapses” on the
part of soidiers and policernen in
the area. He noted that the entire
Mindanao is under marcdal law.

Mijares said authorities cat off
communication sigoals after the
cxplosions but these were later re-
stored. “Cell sites were shut down
48 part of the clearing operations,
to prevent additional explosions
fram happening,” he said.

Madrigal said he is not expecting
any similat atrack,

He appealed for calm and so-
briety as he said security forces ace
addressing the bombings,

Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of the Army’s 6th
Infantry Division in Maguindanao,
said, “We will furthes ntensify our
inte lhgmcc cfforts and initiate
pre-active security measures o
thwart hostile phna " - With joe-
elyn Montemayor, Gerard Naval
and Reuters
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g said that:

' osion;
- Quitslde

“mogenes Esperon I, sald thak they
haves yet to"determing if the explo-

- slon really is related to the ratifica-
tonofthe BOL, o o
“ I have to,add-that' the explo-

* the.plébiscite for the BOL.- While:

-~ the BOL: lost narrowly In Sulu; it~

won 1.7 in the whole.region, with
& Cotabato Cily evén:voting: for.i
clusion . in Bangarvioro - ARMM,

Esperon.said. "We have yet to.es- ¢, _ _ ted 1p
“the- systems (o’ secure. Suly arid-

tablish.IF the: explosion are refat-

~ed fo.the all-ifiportant BOL; The . rest of gsan _
oL :tonomous Region in Muslim Min-

~danao. Peace mist: prevail. over
. war" he added. - 2 '

-BOL‘ends the secessionist narrg-

- itive: The BOL signifies the efid of
. warfor - secession,’ It stands’ for-

the government. will n
the’ perpetrators”who - bo |
enged. the . State are’ utbehlnd-
R e gt are oW Investigating the brazen
"By their. act” of terrorisi  and . attacks,” which include identifying
' . the group Behird the blast that oc-
- curred while Mindanao I placed

iie_nggq_.t_ _

murder of Soldiers and ciy)
enemles of the: h

s after the succéss of -
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peace in Mindanao,” he added,”

<. Esperan assured that the gov-
- ernment wilf not aftow the “mass
- Inurderers” behlnd the explosion
 fo . destroy the pedce’ that e

_OL‘SEQUHI\E}S.,I,_{::.5‘3 L e
“iThe " perpelrators “are - mass
murderers, “They' are *extromist

criminals. We wiil not aflow them.
1o spoil the preferénce of tha .
people for. peace™ Me gald. "Su-

turity- forces - have' tightened -

the rest of the Bangsamoro Ay.

Yy

G

je earth the:ruthless perpetrators -
e this dastarcily;crfi‘ne,ﬂuntif"ev~

_ I+ ery killer is Brought o justice and )

-rest until - puitbehind bas, The faw, will: give -

f_ﬁ!y.c{m[;,.; ,th_e_rﬁ'r'lp mercy,” he added. T

-Acgording to’ Panelo,” authiritles

He extended. coridolences
ilies of the victifvis that per
n the tragedy even as e govern-
ment attend to the injured and give
sistance to their famylies, . -
Security Adviser He-
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MAUTE: ghoug leader Abu Dae

> HIou] ,
- was teportedinjured in last Thurs-

day’s clashies avith goveramient
troops in Sultan Durhalondong

town in Lanao del $ur, the miliary -

saltl yesrerday.. &

Dar,whose real nameis Owayda

" Benio Marohofubsar, was teport-
cedly hit in the right leg, but 1an-
agedl to'escape from the opgrating
troops, said Col, Romeo Brawner,

. commarider o
’-'Br'igadc.'- I
2 MOur latest information show
“five wete killed on’ their side and
-~ gight Were wounded, including
“Abu Dar. Hewas hit in the tight

leg... We'have consistent teports
that he was hit,” Beawner said,

- Soldiers assaulted 2 camp of the
tetkor group i Bacangay Suma-

lindag, Sultan Dumalondong on

Thursday morning and seized it
on Friday morning,

£ thy A'riﬁ')}’sf’fl‘(.)Srd

fades were

- Brawner said the iy ilieary is

validating:
Miute

‘POt from caplired
thiat five of théir com-
| lled in the fighting
We're trying to recover the
bodies,” Brawner said adding. the
Maute members who were cap:

~tured fast [riday age going 1o show

the troops where the boddies afe.
Three soldiers who were wourd-

ed in the clashes are recuperating,
Brawner said HooPs recovered

persenal belongings and faodstuft

@

" during clearing operations at the

OvELrun camp,

‘The noops canght up with the
fleeing ‘térvorists on Saturday, he
said, adding no one was geported
killed on injured jn the firefight;

" Pussuit operatigns are ongoing,

Brawner said, E.,Z

The Maute group ateacked
Mavawi City in May 2017, The
conflict that lasted for ahout five
months saw the dearh of several
lrey Mautce leadeys,
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. SARASOLIVENDE GUZMAN.

that have taken plac
Wrote: Mulling oyer llie
ity ared desolafe N il

ignfett
d Spairi fo

e archipelago they o ir polic nibilation and.
ngation of Mustinis that s carvied

y thie nial Got il festirrected
: ;

creativn of thie

T

conflict befween”

bl Khiayr: Alonfo, the leading fNLtojjtcer jending the
defense of Hie Bangsanioro as Misvariand Salajanl were in exile
broad; unableto resolvethe conflict eame down from the litls
id worked for autonomy to be instituitonilized in the
as the plechanisi fo implémici he Tipoli Agiéement,
dent Marcos ‘issited P 1618 11978 creating the 10
oviitces ditd 6 cites of the first Attonomons Governtnents -
of Regions TX dand-XI1 Mistiari reviiaiited 1 exile asserting
lie belligerent status-of the Bangsamoro., Salamat as MILF
it Htined o e sfruggle-in the batMeficlds wirile
rstied the strugele inPlilipphiie politics. =~ =
1986:Edsa Revolution and the:1987 Philippine Coifgti-+ -
e Hie dreq of the Antononons Regiott of Mustit
; itics. i the plebiscite called
ou- Aquing. T betieesy presidents,”
Bangsamoro tvére .called unkil: Prestdent
ned the 2013:GPH-MILF Frametwork ori
FAB)'in wihich-the Pliitippiie Govertinent
clured hie Bangsarmofo as the First Nation
prompting Alonto to jubilifitly state in -
riational wedia, " the Bangsamoro is finally back hone.”
- The: 2014 GPH:MILF Comprehicnsive Agrécinent.on the
arigsanioro (CAB) oliowed suit froni volierice the fivst Baigsapt-
5 £

ton (BTC) cuillei tie diliited Bavigsntoro:
eljpassed to the two hoises of Philippine Con-
{rir piarisled birdlie Sex: Bong Malcos sposisored
d.oit tie floors of Philippine Congress in 2076
s of the 2nd constifitted BTC to formulike the
geinore Orgariic. Lato (BOL) fakified in 2018
b ite affiried Hhis wionth. Forty~four years of
¢ HogOtn{oI briigs tis fo BARMM, .- "
alanat passéd aony a fetoyenrs back: May Allaf Swt grant-
i jananbil: firdaus, Ameen:but: MILF deadership will ride
ARMM. With- Alostto af Hie helnrof-the Mindaigo: Develop-
ent Authority and a wmemberof the Duterte Philigpine Cabinet
reletitless prrsiit of crenting wew institutions and frontiers for
iie Bangsamoro and Mindaviao, Zubirt’s suiggestion of Misuari
a5 Waliof the BARMM ‘puis all Bangsamioro Ariny Itving per-
 sondlities at the forefront of governance, It puls to focus Hie 498
.- years Bangsanoro Catise too that perciiance tder the first Min-
- Aapaoan President, Mayor Rodrigo Roa Dusterte, will finalliysee
s culinination as we build @ One Bangsanioro, One Mindanao
~logether as Otie Philippivie Natioii for H_T gﬁéf'ii_trr_é WMayhe: Only

-0 The BOL gerves as d conclusion of a peace deal signed
i Detween the past ddministrations and the MILL Tt builds
-+ upon 1he gains of previous Moro peace agreements since
-+ the 19708, Tf.you can still remember, former president
‘Benigno Aquine I had wanted 1o seeithe passing of
~the law:before his term would end: But the approval
- was derailed due fo' the Mamasapaiio massacre in2015,
“believed to be linked to the passage of P-Noy’s version
- of the BBL. Now, T'am glad it did not happen, Theré ave
allegations that the P-Noy version could ﬁave‘ fed us to
- secession and dismiemberment of the republic. = ..
.- Today, the new Bangsamorg Organic Law makes imore
“gense The Constilutional issues havébeei clearied out int
© the Senate, Iféel calmet abotik it because it doesn't divide
thegountry as the first.draft seemed to have tones of,
-~ Instead this new oiganic law proniotes Uity and more
- impostatit peace atnongst-the people in Mindanao and
-thie rest of the nation. But there is a historical truth here
. that wemust ‘onie day winderstand. Abangan!
-~ The region shouild be off to a good slart. OFf cowrse
fine tuning is’expected as-the days go.by: But the most
crucial challenige now is on how the peaple will protect
- the, Bangsamoro Cause, Flow the leaders will use the
© new power bestawed on them? Will the MINLE and MILE
become. one? Will they work hard to protect their region
ot alio&;ﬁabus@ tor take over? B

LE oo R ?‘*
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listed 59 retired
‘police directors, admirats
B : baen’ appoimcd-
TIRELY: by andctheragoncms, includliig .
.- Duterte dPPO!nted peraonahtleb [dentifled_~ : o 7. goverhment-owned .corporations. - All
wowith feftl'it org‘;m?atmn‘s to higlt pm]tmm e . oo Atmed Forces of the: Philippines chiefs of
i ff who had served in ilie Duterte admin-
atmn Weie awarded w1th cmlian Eov-

5 .Del.’ﬁdrtment of Agrarian Reform, formqr : Co ?i(jelli also.signed a plOClalThE
* University ‘of. the Philippines professor . tlon designiating theé Communiist Party of
- Judy Taguiwalo as secretary of the Depart- R BB E NS A a gy the Philippines and the NPA as terrorist
o mem: of Soc1aE Welfale dnd Deveiopment : ' ' izatlons. He declaréd anall-out war

R g _agamst the NPA even m hemslruat-

i:Anti Povcrty(‘ommmsion AR Sl T g hormb commumut.b whorecommunmt

i A'he Pres;dent also” appointed former - 1 e are operatmg B
: --Kabataan party hst :epiesentative Lerry...-.'made becaUSe Mr Dutert hankerlng -2 I‘h'exehds beeti on:and- off resuni ption

: .tO slgn @ IJEdCﬂ agreemul | ce tatks, but judging by the rhetoric
. ' ] ctlons [rom hoth sides, Mr. Diterfe
'Wlll not clinch the legacy of being the lead-
_ho ended Asia's longest-running com-
munist rebellion.
What is the scorecard botween the Presi-
dent.and the Left? For the President, lie hag
reached the’ pinnacle of power, aided i no
: -smaii part by his alltance with the Left. Ror
. theLeft it hasg gained a resurgence inits ranks
' gided in ho sma] part by the President’s dra-
- Cohian appmach to the: commumst rebellion
and his bioody solution to the war on'drigs. -
.'-’lhc frony:in any insurgency campaipn
; ;,'13 that the ‘rebel Fanks multiply when the
< government resorts to‘an intensified mili-

','Anakpaww pdrty Tist repreqentauve ]oel'_ 4
. Maglutisod as, undersecretary of the ‘De- - pri
~partment of Ldbor and Emiployment. :
: The: appmmmems must - have: been
" made-because of the Left’s support that_ ;4 ,
belped Mr. ‘Duterte win-in the 2016 presi-+
" dentiglelection. The capaclty of the Left to." ex
+ deliver command votes has, been demon-_
- strated by its consistent abihty to elect mal:
. tipie party Ilst representatxves InCongress.-

S _de because Mr Duterte has ‘had: links
“with the Left in his two decades as Davao. -
" Clity mayor, and the Left consideredlum an eign.

“o-ally for many-years,. Mr/ Duterte even ad+:-them. - He ~uncercmonloualy dismlssed Ltary” approach instead. of str engthenirig
.. mitted that he is “the president belonging' Ridon- and ‘Maglunsad. Maza was forced - tconiomic solutions.” A it-was during the
“tg. the Left” éarly in his administration.He * 'to_resign after she was halassed wirh - Marcos dictatorship, it will be: 50 ungler

" al§o claiéd that he is the “idol" of the X trumped-up criminal charges. = M Dlllel'f.ESl'El.gn 28 weil ﬁ? iJ\
., ‘New- Péople’s- Army (NPA) anci that the- - The Presidenthegan packing his admm i+
:,-:Reds wnlldle for mes L v Istration withi former rn;l:tary. and: gqiicg ;f:Commentstoﬁeamarketoﬁdeas@gman com
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- self, with no dangez to" hls polztlcal capital

He has created the perfect escape rou’
tme lf the ‘people are shocked when he’-_'

1en Et must be a joke ‘I‘hls same

Philippine sa!d in regard=to the- ng of :
:"Obedezco pero no cumplo” : : L
' 'mg einbers. With the Senate in lns armplt ;

fefige Secretary DelfiivLorenzana's formua-" there'is nothing to stop the Pre‘aident from*

14, which has been adopted by Speaker ‘Glo-
ria Macapagal Anoya “This ‘turious situa- .
tion hiis altowed Mr:: ‘Diiterte to. continue.
beinga jester. bixt prevents hijii fromicaus-
“ing - short-terim “damage to’ the - gov_ern-

. :Spain s oiders;
- (Iobey but-T:do not- comply} This-is De-

'ment 5 etandmg before the public.

-~ ‘The.opposition missed the opportunity_.'j
““afm’of the Internation;

The economy will likely be outwardly sta-
- ble’in the ‘short run, find there will‘beno .

to exploit-the -rice crisis, inflation; ‘and

“Duteriic” excesses inthe last quartel of-

2018:" lnstead of weakenmg M, Duterte,

the Presndent 1§ now poised to Lonsolidate'-
lus power wuh the midtetm electmns He .
o Cunously, it now, secmq Ilke Vice Prestdent_ i
Cﬂ]Oy the support of the Fllipmo people by :
wirining through'proxies- this: ‘referenduin
o his administration. Nothmg could b

© more hlatant in-yoi- -face symbolism | than

getting his’ key proxies=Bong Go, Bato '
~ dela’” Rosa, Francis - Tolentino “and lmee'j-._

Marcos—mto thie Semte Mz, Diterte con-

trols’ the money, ‘the influence 'md the

‘Office of the President;
“The Sefiate is a plum for Mr. Dutezte It
is the last bastion of the'dbposition’s recel_i~

: -_Analynca o sharie,
but by:'maklng a ]ame offer to help M:

on that puts Cambrldge’.
Instéad, he made his de-

chab db an economtqt is nnt what thL

f people nced ‘As far as RoxXds s concerned,

% not- have 'to ‘introdicé himself
Ftothe peopln Bemg an “ekotiomista”
10 the hipst: peg arrole he could play i in

‘the current state“of the | game, His haiidle

" should be @50 defiant Flscalizer, an. oppo-

: 'achtevmg ‘what ‘else’ he: wants 10 achicve.

The Key pollcy package for: delwermg, -

 pleasant surprises  will likely be the federalj *

fsm project. ‘With a-pliant Senate; a consti-

Duterte; such a§ ‘;!appmg down the Tong
onal Criminal’ Court,

‘reason to want to change Mr. Duterte. -
“The oppOSxtien has out- posutoned Itself,

Leni Robredo is to Mr. Duterte whal Noli de
'Castro was 19 Anoycw-ne compelting altel—
The proIonged ledve of absence that Mat

that h;_lfs ‘been crafted, guem][a—s;yl_e. -

tutional assémbly Jdoksvery likely Atamed "
' Senate will ‘also- iava othef ugés for:-Mr, =
“blance of oppositaon against Mr, Duterte
‘has heen provided by Arroye and her co-

“how reprehiensible - the -
' Duterte admmlstranon has become, '

Roxas took did not help the opposition pre-
'>5.-pmltlon srrateglcaily for. the midterin clec: .
tions atall. While he dici retum, he dld not do '

Bhf of dbuse adefendcr of democracy He

'fshouid' com’pem with Sonny E‘ril!anes fox :
“Rodrigo Diterte's ire, -

©'Bul this is nof how"ﬂm ‘midterm elec-
toral: bdttle has- been deﬂned and that

jdefmltlon has: depemled laigely on how
_the opposition ‘has fashioned itself. - M,
~ Duterte has heen [rue to himself-=titillat-
“ing his audlences with. his obscene lan-
‘guage, becommg a bit more gross as'time

goes on, He has not chnccd around ~he
has exactly stayed put. - _
It looks? almost fumly that the sem-

hotts in “the House' of. Represematwes,

‘with _Rohnd_o Andaya as the most visible
‘hatchet man. Andaya has been recently

flicked. by the, Palace, forcing Arroyo to
sound much inore conc:llatmy and loyal to

-: Mr. Duterte,

CIF the opposit:on migses the midterm
elcmons dsan. opportunity to push back
Mr, Duterte, the next opportunity would be

_In 2022, Meantime, if Mr, Duterte wins the
~Senate, the presidential’ election in’ 2022
i% 4 domino” that® ‘could fall easily. into -
My, Dutette’s hiands, And that in turn will -
5 " “detide what kind of Phillppines we will be,
gy-—say, a formidable silent organizanon‘i L e
doyromero@gmail.com
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identify eleménts that can'nurture inclu- " an

- ston and sccial harmoniy, thus creating én-

_vironments favorable for making, keeping
. andbuildmgmclusive durable peace.

:$tch process includes breaking down

ald gender power relations and- replacmg

.1!1em wuh a new pohcy regime that

pines, in collaboratton with several wornen
01gamzatmns in the ‘Autonomouis Rogion
“in Mustim Mmdando, conducted a serfesof

WOrkshops to huild: capdcities of: grass-

roots women leadere and cndb}c them to

Starting in2016; UN Women Phlhp :

_HE

Page:

ual'governa'hce' :
dical” Entlty, as-it
se workahops._'

" and’ diaspora '
different - parts of -the
tion for a Forth,commg
ro government. '
amen in the Bangsamoro

the UN Women, its civil somety
ancl‘othel ‘members of the inter-

L national” donor commumty have started

should be: sustained ‘to, ¢cieate a. "bgtter”
governance structure in'the BARMM.
“ "Women hold half the sky,™ says an an-

_ :' cient Chinese proverb. Neglecting half the
i sky i5. taritamount ‘to going back to old
< ways of structuring society along patui-
+ atchy, of rigld biraries of male and female -
roles; of sex dlscrumnation and: of tradi-

ional Feudahstlc, reng- seekmg politics
“More 1mportantly, weé want to seethat -

W & 'built-back-better, ‘gender-fair BARMM
- will setan example to all mate officials of
- the country, especially the national leader-

ship, i changing mindsets about' how

- Woinen - shioulsd be treated or reg,arded
- Womer should not be thé siibjects of rape
“jokes, of mlsagymstm ‘teindrks, and of

chilling. directives like ordermg soldliers fo
shoot the vaginas of female New Peaple's
Army lebel‘; . _ /hﬁ

_Co_mmen_ts to reguiam@gmail.com . -
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o do-with the Hanjin Heavy

Industries and Constructlon Ijhllip-

pmes HHICP), |
- Offtoa great start, it put the Ph:l

:ppmcs on'the map with the world’s

‘Ath lay g,est sinpyaxd Until, like the
old song goes, it werit Puff, the Magic

Dragon!, Dreant project turned nnght- l
T mares HHICP the higgest foreign

_investor at Siibic Bay Freeport Zone;

heeamc the’ biggest corporate bank-
' :uptcy o hit the’ Philippines since

‘Dewey Dee. On January 8, 2019, it
filed for voluntary rehabilitation with

the RT'C because it could: no longer -

Sei v:e'e 1ts dcbt $432 m:mon' owed to

top of another $900 million _o_}.v_ed to
suppliers and other ereditorsin South.
Korea, its home base). Bangko Sentral.
ng P:hpmas (BSP) hag to stem reper- -
presence Norway, Which sighs- on‘ :
> Ranera at the Cultural Center of the .
i Pln!:ppines Sunico is one rara avis
~Wwith p:odigmus memory-who plays
Swithout notes. Unlike the Bard who
-hover repeats, Sumco asaid in his wry
- self-effacing tenor, 1 _h__a_(_j_done_ this

cussion from the Hanjinflasco, -

Whistling in the dark, BSP. said,
' “ihe loan.exposure represents only:

0.24% of total loans of the banking sys-

tem and 2.49% of the foreign currency .
loans of foreigh currency depositunits -
(FCDHUJ.” How much we can recovel -
from the assets of this eple bankrupley, - -
" dreams, sees in our predicament, an

only 1he l)an!_{_(,rb know the unexpm’

lost theirjobs, Atthe peak of operation,
Hanjin employed more than 30,000

highly skilled personnel, It is'down {o. .
.3,000, soon to downsize to only 300-to -

operate its ship repair facility. Hanjin
promised to throw sinall bones —one-
month pay for every year of service.

_ -iti-tlie- Llnoat for the:‘.\.' .
uterte ‘administiation-in. .

he.New Year 2019 is what- : ity stakein thé I{HICP ahdbid bﬁt the

majority stake (o interested parties.,
- The ‘Philippine: Navy is building up-.
it fleet-with 26 vessels in the next 10
< years: Devoutly {0 be wv;hed but a.

f- .pouitry‘?)

. logical partner.
-after bad,.

BTW ano.thet easualty of thig:
debacle are thowsands of Pinoys who

Iy A S X

e NI QULLETIE

THI NADGKS LRARING KIWITATA

Page: &

pgmde ouvi‘ shmgﬂeel om deep sea.

- fishermen would bc pul[mg in bmm{p

-fubhatvests,

long and future: thmg :
.+ Qur taipans have been ap-..-

-proached; but most ave landiubbers
and pruhctably dld notnespond ta the' .
- challenge.: :

"+ The (,hxheqe tr y not to show oo’f;;'
much eagerness. Secretary Salvadoi
Pairelo sees tio: problem™ witha Chi--

nese firm with proven {rack record:

taking over the debl-saddled:Hanjin
Philippires; (But a former Navy of-

 ficial sees prudence asthe. hetfer part’ -

Japsmk whlch has 8 e:xten.swe':'
auxxhaxy maritime. fléet; may f‘ il(l it
Filipino: scafarers, wouid al‘;o be ar

':Neither to panic nor i.mry headi _
the sand, because a frantic solution -
nay onlyfead ug thm\wng good money _

- ‘Oscar: Violdgo, aman of:mpossmle

opportunity - to upgrade Phllippm(,-

~ bottems! Filipinos are natural sea-

faret's; but, with the exception ‘of the
Fabrelle Grbup-of Companies. which
has over 100 deep-sea fishing vessels,
ourships are small and hug the shore.
In contrast; our neighbor Taiwan has
about 2,000 deep-sea fishing vessels. |
if President Duterte were to commit
to the HHICI a national progiam to

N

.- +Violago- pmrﬁ% to Lhe exampi(, of

o pineapple industry, which for many

yearseft the field to pineapple multi-
-nationals Del Monte and Daole. It toolk

- local eonsortium to provide. techni-

eal know-how to grow the pincapple

- extensively and turn our subsistenee

farmers into ext('nswe landholding

: pmducms '

‘Pérhaps, 'thanks to our typhoon

'_imentallty, it takes a cuisis for us to
“havethe gump(ion to get up and go, or
for ot leadets to muster the: cuurag,e

to tux n advel 51ty o ddvantage o

T

L :I?GSTSCileifI‘.- L:ast_ Sétﬁrday

“evening, January 26, cognoscenti

and-dilettantes were treated fo Dr.

“Raul Sunico per fozmmg four Ser-
~:gel- Rachmaninolf piane coneertos
swith the: Ph:lzppinc Philharmonic
3 Orehestra under-eonductors Yo-
' shilazn Pikumiura and Herminigildo

before ffour Rachmaninoff concertos]

* in Septembor, 2003, also af the CCP

with the PPO undex Rancra. That
t:m(,, my Juilliard School alma mater
wrote to congratulate me for the per-

“formance. Perhaps nobody had done
that-before. Now, 15 years later, I don't

kuow if somebody hag lost his mind to
commit it again.” v :

FEEDBACK: joseabetozaide@
gmail,com
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o They hid seen:how the- attonon

tro] of funds* so.tha

 Macapiigal Atro ot
'Ampmuans had free roin bvertheirier
- 1es: This shotld uolh i

" in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Reglo'n'
- Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)... :

| Traditionial leaders with mteguty and-'=-

* character are’ rieeded; Those who foug,lat;‘,f_
for the rights of the disadvantaged and sac-"

- rificed carrying on the struggle should oc- |
 cupy positio of!eadelshap Young,men and i

pp lmg the enh epren(,ul ial spn 1t with la ws,
mguiatmns ‘Whet [ 'was BOI geverm:n‘ 1. pu

Iy S ts fortho
“{old me it could notbe done, citing o investimen
] astjyems My retort was ifwe had setup thiose ‘extension

‘nhits, 1
fwere, :,Ojl'cxten
menaging: head. Empowermen
co‘uid become thc mﬁdelofth(, 1mplementdtton of tl

rorp AR - ,

- L BULLETIE

THE NATION'S LLAERG NIWEPAXIX

i - past al[owed Jocal leadera 10’ abuse . their
' th

ed-to-happen

dinances
: shed for -
£g én%inn unils in the Mindanao autonomois g egioft. Many:

sre would' be 1egmtercd nwestmonts And there
ded tfie. concept when 1. bigcame the BOL
¢ brings results. BARMM.
> “Laqe

TS e R

| it ns are mostneeded ‘
call transform the lslalid
_ 159 intod thrwmg patadlse for those -
sork with industry and competenee. I
set foot i Mindanao in the early ’60s
an nndeldeveioped tervitory! bt
li resourees for those willing to
i 'I‘oday ae] dee the center S of
BSS and industry dotting | Ming-.
i dy'ent:eptenems and their
ping-the Harvest of their:
1'¢ also pr (mdmg jobs to tens
{: thcusands of Filipinos who, with: thieir

. ::eaming:,, have a-better hife and send their

R childiren to sehiool: They canserve not gustas :
 models, Théy should become tho mentm sof
anew {,enelahon of enlrepreneigs.. .
~Business and industry needs a Tacilita- -
ive envnunment The ddngel lies in the
-new local ieac{ers ﬂexmg then* muscles' :

'.of I)oing, Busmgss” hw What a gtmt eppmtumty to
startwith a c_lcan slate nd even becom(, a mudcl for

'-_othet areds,

“All:that we need is to behwe in the peop!eq of

' BARMM and deal with them aspartners in the man el
" to peace, 1)rog! ¢ss; and prosperity of the Philippines.

Together we will populatt, every p.ut of the archi-

- pelago with huhq of: developmont Tugetho: we will
“be succea%fui ' : :
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; OEgamc w1
ing ;hg:_ Ba i 'gs._itmo”

S .
.'aas[’()nomy waged tilroughslx i’hthpplm ;ncmden
“cies; firsg by the Moro Natignal Liberation Front .
' {\1N1 F )under Chanrman Nur Mistiari; and finally - -
by the Moro slamic 1iberation Front (\Eli F) under
‘Chalitan ] lashirm, ‘}Atamﬂl succeulrd by Murad
I bmlnm ! }k»“{,g,i adAS

- BARMM. formally replaces the
- Autonomous Region<in' Muslin
Mindanao (ARMM) created: in
" 1989 Under’the 1976 Tripoli
Agreement between the:Mar-
- cos government dnd; the MILE
“throughthe facilities: of 1ibyan
strongiian Muammar Gadhafi
~-and the Organization of the Ls-
- hmic Cooperation: (01C). -
Four of ‘the five provinces
- ' under ARMM mMagumdauao,'
“Lanao: Sur Basﬂan, and Tyt
L) T B A
“ inclusion; Suld. afone voted for
‘ exclusion {163, 526 votes againgt,
137,630 votes in favor). Likewise,
“thie city of Isabela in Basilan also
_ opted ‘out (19,032, yes;. 22 441
no). But under the law; if major-
ity of ARMM votes for inclusion,
the entire region becoms part
of BARMM, The most significant
inclusion is that of Cotabato City,
. Ahe capital city of Maguindanao,
v . - which twice before had opted out
of the autonomy. L
- "Asecond plebiscite will bé held
- ‘on February 6 to ascertain the
votes-of sik lowns in Lanao del
Norte and 67 barangays in Noxth
‘Cotabato, Many-expect the results
“of the th_nuary 21 pEcblscne to
have a significant effect on-the
next-plebiscite, But tegardless of
how these areas vote; BARMM
is already the Iecog,nued auton- -
mous enlil}' C

BB e e




;'Massive cheating? '

A nme are two fhes m the mmmem ‘

though “The felsiy ‘Mayor Cymhla '
_Guiani. Sayadi of Cotabato City
“has vowed to contést the tesulls -

of tievating in lier city (36,682,
© yest 24,994 10) because of '1lleged :

massﬁe cheating, ¢ and former Sula -

nor Abdusakur Tan. iy an:

By
ofBOLassuch, and tl
- says 1o miember oft\RMM

outof BARMM, A the najority vutes L
for. uxluswm Su!u is the ng i

proviuce of Nur Misu'
ing ¢ chait of the MNLF;

‘has stiohg: politlcai al{a{chment o

- ARMM, wirere Mlsuan‘g
: the MNLE and later ran_
b as ARMM governot in 1996

AR’ fundamema! object
to BOL is one shared: by ome

consmutlonaischolar : hether

L pless(feu 'at system: i whach' :
 the execiitive and, Ieglslatlvc func:

2 tions are separate: -and distihet;
Cail credte a Iegional govemment Z

- iri which' these two ! functions

~are fused: Tan's petition could-

block President Rodtigo] Duterte's
“expected next move;, namely to
Lappoint-a;

: “Atithority. This: could happen if
-the Supreme: Court issiies a tem-

porary restraining ordéet on'these:
appointments, prior (0 nuhng on’

the merits of the petition.’

dquesuomngb foretheSu-
he nsntunonahty 2

“he; suppl il
“producing Atab cotntries; w _ch'
‘supported the MNLE Marcos.

':- in the 'l‘upoll Agreem

Chiel- Minisrer for
BARMM? and:the:80- iembeérs
‘ofthe Bangs*unoro Transition”

fBARMM-- 1ag-con e dong

“After Marcoy’ declared marm!
Jaw in-1972 an:
. unhcensedfweapons jiv the hands
Cofithe citizens; the: Muslins Kle
:'by Misuariy Abul Kliayr: Alonto”
- and others; orgqmncl lhe MNl P
-_fand rose iy olt..

nhsmted all:

teachied: out to:the OIC_m'pre

‘veiit the Arab oil pmduccrs from " :
-§queszing off ‘the oil supply to
“flye Philippines; in 1)?6,_he_._sem
4 delegation to. Libya to'ask'Col. .

- Cadhafitorexert his influehce on.
* Mistiari and. cofivince him t6 t_alk
“ipeace; The delegation was Headed
byt the: Flrst:Lady, Mrs: Tmélda’
-Martos; dssisted by hlgh rankmg
5 defense officialsic, e e

~Cadhaf's: lniervemmn fesi

93,1976, signed, by Misuari-for
the MNEF-and Undersecretary
Carngelo Barbero for the Philippine
govelmnent, and providing for the:
establishmerit. of-an- AUGIOMOoUS’

govemment In Muslim'Mindabao.

Although: elght of the 13 Mind- -
‘ando p:ovlnces are predommamly
Christian, Misuari (aupported by
Cadhafi) {nsisted.on including
all 1% prov1nc" in:the proposed.
autonomous’ regmn, holdmg the. .
agreemeit Hostage to this specific
demand. Marcosulumatdygnel&ed

40 e "take it'or. feave i uitnm--

‘futn; after getting the other side
10 agree "to “‘submnit - the qriestion
“of autonomy to the consmuumnl

processes ofthe I’lnhppmes

Mdrcos creaied two autant-

mous reglons m*.tead of ong,;
ywith 10 componeit PrOViNecs.in-
“stead of 13 The MNLI pm[esled
lhls as an: Jmpropm implemenn«

“tion of the. agreement, “and the
: wlldpse of peace talks: aid-re-

“stunption of. ligstilities soon fol-

= lowed. The MNLF itsell hegan to

“splinter; 11977, a group hedded
‘by:Hashim Salamat: broke away
from’ Mistari and’ called itself

Cthe:MIL i Iiaslum and 57 other

()fﬁLElS nmvecl iheu heaclquarmrs
* ,ahort in

Ravwing Misuar:

- th revetses quffewd hy Miguar

drove tElL MNL [ comianider 1o
selfexile in Damaseus duting the

final years of Marcos, But after

:Mqi‘ms fell in 1986, Cory:Aquino
rehabilitated: Mistari; she asked

herfocal’ governmem secretary

Aqmlmd “Nene” Pimentel*Jr.,
anid: her brother-in-law the-late
Ag1p1to “Butz" Aquino, to biing

‘back Misoari to. the Philippines.

~Misuari caine home, setup his
cotittin Julo, where Cory Aquino

‘came like a.subject bearing trib-
-ie: Her-defense secretary Juan

Ponce’ Entile and AFP Chief of
Staff-Fidel V. Ramos were virtu-
ally frisked hy Misuari’s aides.
The mieeting earned Cory hu-
miliating photos and hieadlines.

1n' 1987, Cory emeled the Jed-

dah Accord with the- MNLE; the
agreement covered the whole of
Mmdanao, not just the 13 prov-

nees. I 1989; an act establishing

ARMM was passed. The MNLF
boycotied the: plebiscite, and
only-four provinces—Lanao Sur,
Maguindqmo Sulu and: Tawi-
Tawi—voted for inclusion.

1n 1996, Fidel V. Ramos negoti-
dted the Final Peace Agreement

with the MNLE in Jakarta: 1t cre-
ated the Southern Philippines

Council for Peace and Devel-
opment, among other things,

-and énabled quatified MNLE

members o join the Armed
Farces of the Philippines and
the Philippine National Police.
It also- allowed Mistari to run
as ARMM governor, unoppost d.

That same yeat; the MiLF became

the more dominant Mo armed
group and began tatking with the
Ramos governnient, '




. All';out war"

: Sf,ptembermt}(}, ‘rap Listr
mdered an allout War 011

3 P &

“Willkany Colien came (o' Mq]aca-_ :
ang. bEarmg aletter fomi- US -
President Bill* Cfinton a%km;, :

* irdp to wuhhold i1i§ mlhtary

3-h}]en mm lhe hands of the, MILi*
f Ls(radd said it~_w’ib too late to Te :'.3

3'Waq dccia réd uucomtltuuom] by

fo iEpldCL ARMM whicly he de—
scrsbed as a med expermwnt

'_-What SCand

._-Comelec can. do ek
' < iling "Koko! Pnnen{eISrd, and
fornier senator Segio Osmena
3. Whethcrornotthey canstill
- rin is no longer sibject 10 judi- -
“cial determmatmn, the faw ihat
“prohibits them from’ ranning'is

Jise 10" e;—hoped that the fegai'.
issues that: have been taised on -

_.the iamlaty 21 p]E‘blelte Jiow-
ever serious they turn ol to be;
-will ;1_()1_1LS&1!t.1_|1 the tesutgence
-of political violence or-armied
‘conflict! The: Commission on

Elections aidithe Supreme Coutt -

“need (0 assure: the public that
',vlmcverconlwversmq have been

raised would be: fairly and expedi-
tiously resolved, withou pattisan

conisiderdtions or llHdLl{_ delays

“One way, of ensurisg this is-

by acting swiftly-an the peti-
-tions that have been filed-on the
plebistite itself, and on‘ail other
long pendmg cases that have to
‘do-with: electians. I somethmg

like' Ronbbong Marcos' 2016
vice-presidential electom] protest

~has.not moved 'md is'not mov-
“hiig after three years, what could
~possibly fead us to believe Sakur-

Tait's uirgent petition’ before {he

“randum of Agreement bi:An: -y
scestial Pomain with the MILE
But before it could be mgnetl i
=;Kua\la iﬂlmpm i the presence of . it
Ainportant foreign’ dignitaries; it -
; ;':mposcd by the Come]

-8 Aqumo ’%rd ca;11e"i~
: fie:of his first acts was _
“totheet Muirad in Toliya' in 2012 - hodt'a
‘where fie: “signed-a Framework
‘Agreement on- the creation of
the Bangsamoro political entity, .

:Poor Koko

. Siipreme Court or Mayo' :'ynlhmf'

mEef heacldmona equire

d'tmo, and anol her former Send--

- toF associated iith a big business -
- and ‘media einpire who aré by
' pamed by it Thie Senate is not an

taw; no 10!1361 qualified to Tun

- forsenatorin this election. lhese_ ;
“be worth: the losq of 2 pelsons' :
; gself respecl :

ate foriner Senate President’ Al

ciystal:tiear, and the facts of the

casearg sub]ect o ]ndlcml notice J

S o ¢ time forfeits ihe privilege of
Tunning agahi for pubdlic office, The
: . “Comelec Hsell-says this, Serge has
failed 10 file his SOCE twice-—in

llrsi, I’Jmente! By june 30, he

will have completed his secorid
term ‘as senator. Atticle VI, Sec. .
4, second paragraph of the Con--

stitiition says: "No senator shiall

T SCIve for noere ilmn twa COHQLCU :

tive terms, Voluntary renuncia-

tion of the office for any length
‘oftime, shall notbe consideréd as.
anfterruption in'the continitity
ofhis service for the full term for
“whiclthe was elected].* Therefare
“he canot vur for a third term.”
" However, Pimentel insists

oir exempting himself from’

Kt%

“out af 200° mdm'duals wlio lnd .
“hiled certiﬁcates of cand:dacy for.
g :SE]]GIOI‘, 63 wouid be. ‘fatlpwed”- "

'f:? evé 'f'o 2 day ﬂft({l /ubm quit,

Among those “allowed to run”.
'-are one sntllng senatm fromy Mm--

Hithe (”mf' -CD[]S(:‘CH[IVC ferris g)
~term limit; saying (he Gtst: four.
',-j_"fyears of Lis fiest terhi was- eaten

ap. by Sen: lmm Mzguel /ubau,

et and servéd 1ts last lwo years.
nless: l’amenlt.] raiher Hlan :

i as the law is. wnccrned
_1ld have served: two coi:

_'-Zsecu[we tefing at the end. of his
*current tesm;- Noiw; if Pinentel
. believes ‘the: State owes him an
-ingerved fouy yedrs as a senalor,
he'wilt probably have to tun
“foran ‘abbreviated terniof fom
_years, rathér than six; [
-absurdity beyond all absirdities.

isan
As'a foriner senator, T am deepty

unimportant office; but it cannot

?Serse_oweﬁ'a* o

For =Se!?;ge"{f)_5rn'ellé, thie daw is no

less'clear. A candidate who fails to
*fite the reqtiired statement of con-

tributions and expenses (SOCE)

203 and 102016, Undey tie law,
heis no longer cligiblé 1o run. 1am

“not saying Koko and Serge:shauld
~ bebawméd from-appealing their cas-

Jes, eépecially if they are convinced
" they have mer ftorious grounds. Bul

‘heither the Supreme Court vor the

C‘ﬂmelt_c should beai the hurden
of provitig the faw is just in each
caseThe two penllemcn should:

‘bear the burden of proving they
e hwe acasein {heu !.!von

Ksmrad@gnmﬂ.mm '




__zg_danuaryzms ;’T'Dema ’Ia

‘ \;er had a ChlldhOOd:

t the Commumst

) I’arty of the Philippines through

its mytiad of above-ground and

hat 18-year-old Rizza

- But.Ms: Cammgawan is not

:mxssmg She is ‘where she has

chosen to be She joined Anak-
bayan during her high school

years at UST, and later 1he__‘.:

HbE e ae ety

1HL Phlllppmes s a land of
'k contradictions, While 2019 :
“Has been declared the Year of the
: Youth by ‘the', Cathoi:c BlshOpS_ :
Conference of thefl’inhppmes, -

:m the‘:i’hil‘lpp 2§
' and injustices experlenced bythe’

o1g thig rea[ly ‘the best: that
Z 'margmahzed sectors,

“we—civilized society—have to
of‘fer ourrciuldren? Thei it's no .

: _r_hhpmos Every year ¢
 with the anniversary of the 1972

g

eg Page 1D

tlie poverty

.y

The LI'S-organ

cellent oppo;_ nity

E _'for the umesuys'sludenls to

410_11‘11(‘
nc1d1ng

Marual Law: pmclamauon, the:.

“pational democratic movement
.forgamzes Lakbayan.-Hiindreds -
“of lumad and peasants are-
_:brought to'Metro Mapila’ from -
a8 far away as Mindanao to'par- -

ticipate in rallies, a ‘networking

 blitz, and press conferences, In
'recent years, 1he focus of the”

e

4 »the Salugpongan Pt
] kﬂﬂ”&’fm commumty ‘learning :

m:d ,_nmer--
' sion ig. not. sancnoned by UST.
' .However, a8 pomted ottt by LES -
~in the same statement, the. ”Bak
: underground orgamzalsons_'
'connnues 10.appeal to the
: young and the idealistic. .
_iRecently; national media res ]
'3-'p0rtcd :
‘Divine: Gammgawan, 4 freshiian
student in Jegal m nagement at -
the UmversuyofSaﬂto'lo as, had- -
i gone missing after she D
lmmer,smn with. farmers in Que—
~zon provinge before Chrisimas,

.. Lakbayan has:been. on iu'ri“jad
> communities. Lumad- youth; -
<o 1_nclu<hng mmor,s, Are presented’’
.as victims of: mxlgtamat:on, :
i militarization that ‘they say -
orcedithen to slop schoolmg.;

and: evacuate to Metm Mamla

ng and semces,’.j

Mmdanao b ed schpols that

“the m;[itary has long accused
of being récrujtrient centers for

the New People’s &rmy. .
- The 1S
pted 0

bout 26 Departinent

. of Education-aceredited Salugpon-
gin schools | in Compgstela Valley.
. province. The. university will pro--
yide com prehensive support tothe -

S’flugpongan Iugh school: in New

Vlsayas, Maco: Will this ‘collabo-
ration’ result in: {JS'I~sanctloned'

immersion by its students with in-
stitutions associated withi the CPp?

An, Gmhulngan City, Negros.

Orlental ninorsare also being

recxu;ted lﬂtQ thE commumst'

‘movenent. Mme than 100,
soine.of whoni were high school
studgnts, joined.the Dec. 18,
2018 celebmtmn ol the CPIs

50th; Anniversary.in Brgy. “Trini-
“dad. These youths are repot-

edty members of Kabataang:

Makabayan, the. ndergronnd
equwa!em of. Anakbayan, and

LL]

I‘anu Ig o8

st year, formal[y ad '
and order problems. the barangay

1e<:rulfe(i in the commumly

Schnol[eachers were unaware of «
the participation by.their students
in CPP-NPA activity, But aftet the

1Chr!S[m’IS break, many students
didn’t show up for classes. The po-

lice and the Arimy announced that
- 106 students. were “missing” after
:; the NPA'warned that the studen ts
who jomed the CPP anniversary
5 ‘might suffer the same fate as $us-

piected NPA rebels who were killed
-f-or arrested by the pO]lCE during
Oplan Sauron, the December 27 -

countemnsurgency opetation.’
‘Officials:from the local high

_,school to]d i that the absence of
“some studenls cottld indeed be a
tesitlt of thie waining by the NP4,
‘buit othets weie absent-—not miss-

1ng~because of fear of violence.
While Bray. Trinidad has its peace

folk were unaccustomed 1o the
level of violence brought by Oplan
Smron ‘However, the majority of
the supposedly nrissing students
are already back in school. /’ﬁl
The difference between. the

' chakdrtn in remote Trindilad and
Ms Lammgawan is that the for-

mier-are already “immersed” in

the real world ofunderdevelop-

ment and government neglect,

‘They :are easy targets for NPA
recryitmient bevause much of

the NPA's propaganda reflects

- reality: In the ‘short term, the
- receuitment and indoctrination

by the NPA misst be stopped and
couniered. But the real chal-

lenge forus is to change the re-
-ality of poverty and neglect into

one of opportunity and care.
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The National Nowspapor

_mt suffers. The Preszdent wants -
peace, but 'xt what prlce:" =




mei using explosives da f
: "[ca_furebodi:'

atfe ted ot bu)ets andﬂvmg‘ vo&cr fake
ub thc( omc]u, unablc to

' ()f .th;, Boflrd of Tl
1;"’ nnl(: a 'ed 2 tnnel;f -

hc veleran sena ! :
qm(mg the iembers of thcilblqnm ﬂuth_ u

’l);Stlll c(mtmu d pit; he:
stablzbhmcnt of ‘the Bangsan _
SmMous Region in 1 Muslit ]\ﬁm}anao:(BARile) '
£ile’s obscr\muon is'not just. his-pes tnal -
pessimisa; itis based on his kowledge of the
ymmics of “the. pmbicms of slam around
+the wotld and ‘in Mindanao, “wheré the, faith ©
" ispractices. bya sizable mamber of residents..

) hc Bomb blastswere directed at the grcwcm-
‘ment of President Duterte, although it is-the -
civilian popui&tum that suffers. T hc Pu,xldcnt

8 ‘wama pcqce butatw mt pncc? lb‘f*

-
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s their support:' :
thall; M rcos was alrliﬂcd
i k

‘ase’ oF Trimp’s. firowall
o and the rest of Central
Ak Spcaker Nancy “Pelosi
.: efuscd to be cowu! by the Pn,suim 5.

- So. to bu:ak {lig: Eongest budget.
1mpasse Ihid American higtory; Tramp
_Ebhnked and dccepted a teniporary
- fix: Federal employcus, after all, had
*suffered uwuglr«-«lwe wccks of no

salaries. -
' Tromp’s bimkmg had its
white, isolationist,
i TagisL - clectoml,

ior who d:ed r e'ntly

_ K‘f Tumto AS

FRLIET S




politncal : syste'
- both stcky B
évoted,  soveral. .pmvlous
n. this declaration . about our -
_ emoctucy: that is-all
substance, and 1: wishi‘to
ent in the temamder of

55" ""'1diocy z\nd gf'..
ce tmiy 3 pubhc trust mslead oi a8




mjec‘:t a sansc
lc3

high up. i th
' cern&.d ff‘fclals who wnll

i time = from pohtwq to
orisin. - and even. just a-
"g to those who voted

p )ce Whlch was cxpecled
after the BOL ratificiaion will
- be like those in :the ‘aftermath
-‘of previous exercises towards

full bibwn autonomy : an
:_~,: whlch for: all intents and
- purposes dogs not bode well for
this latest experiment in pursuit

‘of the ‘doable. and 'sustainable
. :'autonomy ‘that the cmmiry has

P T TR P
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Litgerovist,

i

“Never again sﬁotilcl we }et those |
~who. did these ‘grievous: deeds
’go unpumshed Justice de]aycd :

y by | :
¢ep. the! peace in the “fegion. -

f.:::'.Navcr ag_a_m should they suf}gr .

Thosé. in ulhunty-

ust Ieam ﬁ‘om the lmstakes of o

"-should ‘not lct the:z families -
-suffor ‘anymote than “losing -
~their loved ones with all the
~ bureaucratic goobledygook

“which usually accompany: the
 issuance of benefits to the men’

But’more :than the

‘denied. Never again

;_-;should we: let thcse hrave men
: .dle invain, : .




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of natjonal pride.

ONLINE NEWS
28 JANUARY 2019

Gov'’t to determine if Jolo bombing linked to BOL:
Esperon

Azer Parrocha January 27, 2019, 8:52 pm

¥ : : _. =

Photo from United Kabalikat Civicom-Jolo chapter

MANILA -- National Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr. on Sunday said
that the government is still trying to determine if the twin explosions in Jolo, Sulu
is related to the recently ratified Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL).

“We have yet to establish if the two explosions are related to the all-important
BOL,” Esperon told reporters in a message.

Esperon emphasized that the explosions took place after the plebiscite on the
ratification of the law seeking to create a Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in

Muslim Mindanaoc (BARMM).

“| have to add that the explosion comes after the success of the plebiscite for the
BOL,” Esperon said.

He, meanwhile, described the suspects as “mass murderers”, stressing that the
BOL is meant to end the secessionist narrative.




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

“The BOL signifies the end of war for secession. It stands for peace In
Mindanao,” Esperon said.

“The perpetrators are mass murderers. They are extremist criminals. We will not
allow them to spoil the preference of the people for peace,” he added, stressing
that peace must prevail over war.

Esperon assured that security forces have tightened up the systems to secure
Sulu and the rest of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao.

The bombing, which took place inside and outside a Roman Catholic church in
Jolo, Sulu, left at least 20 people dead and several others wounded.

Malacafiang earlier condemned the attack and expressed sympathies to the
families of the victims.

Presidential Spokesperson Salvador Panelo vowed of government action to
identify and punish the group behind the blast. (PNA)

www.pna.gov.ph
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