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By Marlon Ramos
@MRamosING

More lawmakers on Monday
objected to Interior Secretary
Eduardo Ano’s plan to publish
President Duterte’s list of nar-
copoliticians ahead of midterm

elections in May, saying it

wotld notpuarantee that candi-
dates suspected of Involvement
in the illegal drug trade would
lose. '

Ao announced last week a
plan to pubtish Mr. Duterte's so-
called narcolist, the contents of
which, he said, would he thor-
oughly vetted.

But the Commission on Hu-
man Rights objected te the plan
on Sunday, reminding the gov-
ernment that suspects are pre-
sumed innocent until proven

guilty, ‘

- Suspects can’t he disqualified
The Commission on Elec-
tions (Comelec) on Monday saic
identifying the narcopoliticians
would not automatically dis-
qualify them from the elections.
Comelec spukesperson

Jamaos Jimenez said only a final
conviction from a judicial hody -

could make the Comelec declare
the narcopoliticians unqualified
torlin, R
“Since [the narcolist] is not a
final conviction, it cannot be
disqualifying,” Jimenez said.

_ Publishing. the narcolist “is
“negative campaigning,” " he
said, but campaign rules do not
prohibit the strategy. _

Senate  President Vicente

Sotto HI. said on Monday that

the Department of the Interior

-and Local Govérnment (DILG)

should just directly speak with
the politicians on the list and
place them under investigalion
instead of disclosing their iden-
tities to the public,

“The media will surely pick
itup and it will then have a basis
for their exposure,” Sotto said.

Legal action
" As pointed out by Senators
Panfilo Lacsen and Richard Gor-
don on Sunday, Senate Minority
Leader Franklin Drilon said on
Monday that disclosing the con-
tents of the list would only ex-
pose Ao and other government
officials to criminal and admin-
istrative suits. _
“Fhe DILG should just file
cases against these candidates,”
said Drilon, a former justice sec-
retary.
Sen. Sherwin Gatchaliaft al-

so expressed doubt that identi-
fying candidates linked to drug
syndicates would spell thefr po-
litical doom, '

“Shaming ihem can ondy do
so much,” Gatchalian said in a
text message. '

"they have the money and
local relationships that will en-
sure their victory. The best
strategy is Lo remove them
[from their-présent positions]
legally through the - praper
courts, he sald. . '

Reelectionist Sen. Aquiline
“Koko” Pimentel [T maintained
that the Comelec cannot purge
the official list of candidates of
narcopeliticians “since’ they are
all preswmed innocent unlil
proven guilty.”

File charges

“If the government has in-
cluded them in a list because
the government is convinced,
by evidence, of thelr involve-
ment in the narcotics trade,
then it is [the] government’s du-
ty now to file charges against
them using the evidence which
made them land Jon] the said
list,” Pimentel said.

Agreeing with Jimenez, Pi-
mentel said “[the] Comelec can-
not prevent those on the narcol-

.ist from running ... because be-

ing on a list, even a narcolist, is




hot a recognized legal ground
for disqualifying candidates,”
he said.

L.acson earlier pointed out
that it was “unjust and unfair”
for politicians on the narcolist
to be identified because some of
them had been erroneously ac-
cusedof involvement in the ille-
gal drug trade, like what hap-
bened to Pangasinan Rep. Ama-
do Espino .

In 2616, Mr. Duterte openly
accused Espino, a retired police
general and former Pangasinan
gavernor, of coddling drug syn-
dicates in his province.

But the President later took

_back his accusation and apolo-
gized to Espino, admitting that
his subordinates who had pro-
duced the list were “negligent”
invetting its contents. _

- On Monday, Akbayan Rep.
‘Tom Villarin called the narcolist

a “virtual death warrant” for -

politicians not allied with the
administration,

Graoss violation of vights:

. Villagin said_Afio's pian o
publish the Hst sinacked of pai-

tisas politics and a “gross viola-
Honof human rights,”"

“The list is.a virtaal death
warrant for politicians and their
families who will not only be
publicly humiliated but [also
become targets] for political
killings by death squads,” Villay-
insaid in a statement,

He said the list could be used
to target the rivals of politicians
endorsed by either Mr, Duterte
or the President's daughter,
Davao City Mayor Sara Buterte,
who heads a coalition of admin-
istration candidates catledl Hug-
bong ng Pagbabago.

Mayor Buterte said on Mon-
day that she saw nothing wrong
in publishing the list,

-She,. hwowever, added that
the politicians on the list should
be given opportunity to answer
the accusations against them.

%

In January, Director Géneral
Aaron Aquino of the Philippine
Drug — Enforcement  Agency

“(PDRA) said there were 83

politicians on the narcolist and
most of them were running for
reelection,

Aquino said he preferred
bringing charges first against
the politiclans before disclosing

their identities, but that he
~would, release the narcolist jf
ordered by Pres_i,d.en‘_t_‘l)u‘tc‘r_tc‘.

Go to court
Malacanang said on Monday
that it was up to the DILG and
the PDEA to decide whether to
publish the narcolist.

“Now the fear that it may de-
stroy the preswmption of inng-
ceice, to my mind there is a ju-
dicial remedy,” presidential
spokesperson Salvador Panclo
told reporters. - .

"If you feel that you've heen
libeled, you can always go to the
courts,” he said, :

General OQscar Albayalde,
chief of the Philippine National
Police, said he would support
Mr. Duterte’s decisfon should
the President order the release
of the narcolist, —witH reports
FROM TINA 6. $ANTOS, bJ vap,
JAYMEE T.GAMIL, CHRISTINE 0. AVEN-
DARO AND JEANNETTE 1, AN-
DRABE INQ
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By SHEILA CRISOSTOMO

The Commission on Glectiong (Comelec) ig cool to
the proposal to organize a debate between the senato-
rial candidates of the administration’s Hugpong ng
Pagbabago (HNP) and the Opposition Otso Diretso,

Inan interview, Comelec “(But) to pe honest, ¢)-
spokesman James Jimeney ganizing a debate is not an
yesterday said they might overnight job,” he gajd.

1o longer be able to arrange The Otso Diretso cand;-
-2 debate between the two - dates initially chal lenged ..
parties due to time con- FINP ets two weeks ago
straints, : , to a debate nstead of com-

“Not to pre-empt the plaining aboutmuds!inging
Commission ¢y baue, but during tampaign sorties,
we only have less than twe The invitation, however,
months to go, 50 it’s un- was informal apg was made
likely... As far as the time cduring a forum attended by
element js toncerned, it's  the media.
doubtful,” he'said, On Fep, 25, the opposi-

Last week, five senatorial - tion bety arrived at Playa
bets of Otso Diretso fijod Miranda in Quiapo, Manila
a formal request for the forasupposedly scheduled
Comelec to organize a de- public debate, butnot one of
bate with theiy HINp rivals,  thel3 candidates from HNp

Jimenez said this would  showed up,
be discussed by the comis- Aday after the Hugpong
sion and “if the ey bane rules snubbed the public debate
on it one way or the othes, with Otsg Diretso, FINP
then we will implement,” Tutnto page 2




Hugpong-Otso l.:m ek

campaign manager and Dav-
ao City Mayor Sara Duterte-
Carpio said she preferred a
more organized debate to a
”ralengke—style” discourse.
Sh

¢ also stressed that parties-

~should first reach an agree-
ment on the venue, time and
ruies of the debate.

Spirit of democracy

Contrary to the claim of
Malacaitang that the debate

being requested is a mere ef-
fort to gain publicity, human
rights lawyer Otso Diretso

" coalition senatorial - candi-

date Jose Manuel “Chel”
Diokno maintained that hav-
ing a debate is the spirit of
democracy. '

Diokno turned the tables
on the administration candi-
dates, who he said did noth-
ing but put too many tarpau-
lins on the streets to advance

their political campaigns.
"Tungkulin ng oposisyon
ne kuwestiyunin, punahin at
- maghigay ng alteruatibe sa
pagpapatakbo sa pamahalaan,
Huwag namnan sauang balat-
sibuyas ang ating pangulo -
ito ang diwa ng demokrasyn

(It is the duty of the op-
position to. question, criti- -

cize and give altérnatives
to running the government
= our President should not
be so sensitive, this is the
spirit of democracy),” Dio-
kno said. '

“Men are not compat-

ible with democracy. We can
strengthen our' leaders by
pointing out what they are
doing that is wrong,” Dio-
kno added, quoting his late .
fathet, former senator Jose
“Pepe” Diokno, o
Diokno stressed that talk-
ing about issties’ concerning

the people is*cssential for a

senator, whose main task
is to craft laws, A senator’s
work, he said, is not meas-
ured by how big a campaign
tarpaulinis. -
With
Felipe

Cecille Suerte




By Julie M. Aurelio
@IMAurclicINQ

Malacaiang is leaving it to the
Department of Poreign Affairs
(DFFA) to decide whether to lodge
a diplomatic protest to stop Chi-

nese vessels from driving away |

Filipinos from fishing grounds
close to Philippine-occupied
Pag-asa (Thit) Island in the
South China Sea.

Presidiential  spokesperson

Salvador Panclo on Monday
sald the governmemt had not
verified the report of Kalayaan
town Mayor Roberto del Mundo
that the Chinese were denying
Filipino fishermien access to
three sandbars near Pag-asa.

The three sandbars are lo-

cated betwcen Pag-asa and
Philippine-claimed but China-
controlled Zamora Reef, known
by its international name Subi,

Verification needed
“1 will need to verify that
from the secretary of national
defense (Delfin  Lorenzana),”
Panelo said.

Askedl if Malacanang would
file a protest if Del Mundo's re-
port was proved to be true, he

satck “ will leave it to the secre-
tary of fereign affairs (Teodoro
Locsin Jr.). That's iis tarf”

But Panels said it was “cer-
tainly not corr¢ct” to drlve away
Filipino fishermen from sand-

barb close to Pag asa.

“|T]hat is our arca. We, from

the very start, said thats ours,
And owr fishermen have been
doing that, our fishermen have
been fishing there,” he said.
“INJobody has the right to
drive out fishermen away. But
we need o validate,” he added

Three sandbars

Del Mundo last week said
that Chinese fishing vessels
were preventing Filipinos from
fishing off three sandbars close
to Pag-asa,

He said the Chinese vessels'
actions adversely affected the
activities of Filipinos who used
to fish near the sandbars,

ce: DFA’s call to protest
ssment of PH flshers

“The presence of Chinese .
boats is now affecting our fish-
ing actlvities. [t wasn't that way
before, When our fishermen are
about. to get near Sandbar
3—that is really our fishing
ground--a  Chinese  vessel
would immediately come up to
us to ward us off so we can't -
come closer,” Del Mundo sald -
last week. ;(M ;

Asked If Malacafiang consid-
ered the Chinese action as a
cause for concern,. Panclo said:
“If the secretary of national de-
fense says it should be a cause
of concern, then it is a cause of
concern. I haven't heard him say
that,” -wWitH A REPORT FROM
FRANCES MANGOSING INQ
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Phl hails US

President Duterte has
hailed the United States’ as-
surance that it will defend the
Philippines from attacks but
expressed qualms about the

.. processes that vequire approv-

al of American lawmakers,
US Sccretary ‘of State
Mike Pompeo, who met with
Daterte last week, said Wash-
ington would protect Manila
it its forces are altacked in the
disputed West Philippine Sea

-and South China Sea.

Pompeo noted that an
armed attack on Philippine
forces, aircraft or public vés-
sels in the West. Philippine Sea
would lrigger obligations un-

dlor the Mutual Defense 'frealy.

“America said, ‘We will
protect you. We will - your
backs are covered Um sure.’
I said, it's OK,” Duicrte spid
during a campaign sortic
of the Parlido Demokratiko
Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan last
Sunday in Zamboanga City.

“But the problem here is
they would invoke the (Mu-
tual Defense Treaty) which
was entered into by us, by our
ancestors.. But in America, it
has to pass through Congress.
Any declaration of war will
pass Congress. You know how
b*¥s*** America’s Congress
is,” he added. '

Duterte noted that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump is facing
a budget stalemate because
of a disagreement with law-

makers,

“They still do not have a
budget. I almost experienced
that. But our congressmen’s

approval of the budget was _

timely,” he said,
"We were nearing the same
situation as with America.

They do not have a budget...’

We have similarities. America
crafted our Constitution,” he
said. :
The US government was

forced to shut down because of -

disagreements over Trump's

- appeal for funding of a wall

along the US-Mexico botder
to prevent the entry of illegal
immigrants.

In a related development,
Malacailang said it has to ver-
ify reports that Chinese ships
drove away Filipino fishermen
near Pag-asa Islatd in the West
Philippine Sea, o

It proven, such action by
Chinese vessels are “cortain-
Iy” not correct, presidential
spokesman Salvador Panclo
said,

_“Our fishermen have been
fishing there, So... nobody has
the right to drive our fisher-
men away, Bul we'll have to
validate tflat,” he said.

‘Rightly deserved

assurance’

‘The US assuranice that
Washington will defend the
Philippines against any altack
in the South China Sea is one

defense assurance

of the most important state-
ments made since the Mutual

- Defense Trealy was ratified in

1951, former foreign affairs
secretary Albert del Rosario
said. o '

_ "Itbehooves the Filipinos to
finally be provided this ‘spe-
cific’ and “rightly-deserved’
assurance,” Del Rosario, chair-
man of the independent think
tank Stratbase ADR Jnstitute
(ADRi) Inc. said,

“As the South China Sea is
part of the Pacific, any armed
attack on Philippine forces,
airctalt or public vessels in the
South China Sea would trigger
mutual defense obligations
under Article 4 of our Mutual
Defense Trealy,” Pompeo said.

He noted that “China’s is-
land building and military
activilies inthe South China Sea

~ threaten sovereignty, security - -

and econemic livelihood as woll
as that of the United States.”

Del Rosario, who served
as ambassador to the US, said
it was an “imperative for our
disruptive northern neighbor
to be forewarned of the signifi-
cance of our mutual defense
treaty alliance,” referring lo
China that declared itself “a
builder of world peace, con-
tributor to global development
and defender of international
order” despite its militariza-
tion of the Sputh China Sea.

~ Alexis Romero, Pia Lee-
Brago :




Corpuz said the Philippines can
stay neutral by pulling out of its
mutual defense agreement with
the US

By Pat G. Santos

The Philippines should stay neutral and not
gel itself involved in case of a war between
the China and the United States,

This was stated yesterday by retired Col,
Victor Corpuz during the weekly Tapatan sa
Aristocrat media forum. '

Corpuz, former chicf of the Intoliigence
Service of the Artied Forces of the Phillppines
(ISAFP), said the Philippines can stay neutral
by pulling out of its Mutual Defense Troaty
(MDT) with the US,

Let us convince China to revive the old
galleon trade route,

Gorpuz views the move ag a way out from
being dragged into a war should a conflict
between the superpower countries US and
China arisos over the Wost Philippine sea row.

 Is not clear how the US will

Philippines could not face in a military
confrontation. ' R
War will need meney said Corpuz, also
once a former rebel soldier who defected to
£, the communists, Instead of waglng war with
?;%%‘ China, Corpuz said the country can use its
.7 relations with China to its benefit.
“Let us convince China to revive the old
y Balleon trade route where produets from
.. China will pass the Philippinies to

Acapulco, Mexico and expand

He even sald the Philippines ‘

eould not be sure about
America's response’ should -
China declare war against ~
the Philippines. He said it

support the Philippines, -
To steer clear of conflict, Y
Corpuz said it is best. for
the Philippines to stay g
neutral through
the abrogation 4§
of the MDT, &

which he said B America. Mindanao to the
could attract A ASEAN, Australia and new
aggressive B Zealand - the belt and _

road program of China,”

Corpuz sald, j}/

nations NG
which the CORPUZ

B it to the southern parts as _,r;';:
A gateway to North and South
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By GILBERT BAYORAN '

BACOLOD CITY - At least 16 mayors in 32 towns
and cities in Negros Occidental have surrendered
205 loose firearms in support of the campaign of the
Philippine National Police for peaceful elections in

May,

Brig, Gen. John Bulalacao,
Western Visayas police direc-
tor, witnessed the turnover
of the guns at Camp Alfredo
Montelibano Si. in this city
yesterday. '

The guns include AK-47

and M16 assault rifles, shot-

guns as well as 9mm and
A5-caliber pistols,

Local government unils
had procured the guns for
fssuance to their respective
civil security units, '

Bulalacao admitted that

some local chief exceutives,

used the guns for their pri-
vate armed groups.

He said the recovéry of
loose firearms would ensue
that these would not end-up
in the hands of private armed
TIOUPS.

Bulalacao said around
10,000 unlicensed firearms
in the province have been
accounted for since July 24
last year.

Also yesterday, Col. R

0..

meo Baleras, officer-in-charge

- of the Negtos Occidental Po-

lice office, and Col. Bencdict
‘Arevalo, 303rd Infanlry Bri-
gade commander, presenied
to Vice Gov. Lugenio Jose
Lacson aitd Milagros Salud
Villanuava, Commission on
Elections provincial supeyvi-
sot, the 27 guns turned over
by New People’s Army rebels,
who surrendered over the
weekend, o

InLaguna, barangay coun-
cilman Richard Galit was ar-
rested for illegal possession
of firearms in San Pablo City
yesterday.

Col. Eleazar Matta, Laguna
policedirector; said a caliber 38
revolver and nine bullets were
recovered when police raidec
the housc of Galit jin Barangay
Concepcion. 170

Matta said he’hopes the
confiscation of loose fircarms
would reduce the number of
election-related incidents.

- With Non Alquitran
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By MICHAEL PUNONGRBAYAN

fapan Ground Self-Defense
Force (JGSDF) chief Gen. Kaji
Yamazaki visited Army head-
quarters in Fort Bonifacio yes-
terday and paid a courlesy call
on Army commander Lt Gen,
Macairog Alberio.

The Army said the visit
secks to reinforce the strategic
parinership between the Phil-
ippines and Japan.

The Philippines and Japan
signed the Memorandum on
Detense Cooperation and Ex-
changes in January 2015 to pro-
vide a {framework for defense
cooperation between the two
defense ministries and their
respective armed forces,

On June 8, 2015, the Army-
JGSDE Terms of Reference
weresigned, strengthening the
friendly relations and coopera-
tion while promoting open dis-
cussion of subjects of mutual
intercst for both armics.

As a resuly, a joint work-
ing group was established as
a platform for both armies to
plan or develop bilateral en-
gagements that will enhance
capabilities, interoperability
and promote discussions of
topics which are. of mutual
interest or mutuaily beneficial,

"My visit implies that my
country recognizes the Philip-
bines as a significant strategic
partner in East Asia. I'm very

honored to be here to strength- -
en our bilateral relations,” |

Yamazaki said, "
“The Philippine Army is op-

limistic that the visit will boost

bilateral cooperation between

the two countries,” Alberto’

said inresponse. ©
Rifles from US

Meanwhile, the Army has 80
new assault rifles given by the
US government as military aid
to help in various opetations.

The Army had also pur-
chased 44 mortar rounds from
the US under the Foreign Mili-
tary Sales Program. :

Army spokesman Lt. Col,
Ramon Zagala said the riflcs
and mortar rounds were offi-
cially delivered to and received
at Fort Bonifacio last Sunday.

He said the 80 assault rifics
are a grant from the US govern-
ment to the Philippine Army
under the Military Assistance
Program. _

Zagala said assault rifles are
the primary direct fire weap-
ons used by infantry troops
participating in armed battles
against the enemy, while mor-

Ph, Jabanese army chiefs meet

tars are inclirect firc weapons
mainly used to support the
infantry,

Army officials have ox-
pressed gratitude to the US
government for giving the
assault rifles that will improve
the capabilities of frontline

. Gen. KoJl Yamazaki, .
chief of staff of

- - Japan Ground
Self-Defense Forca,

. shakes hands with
- Lt.Gen, Macalrog
. ‘Alberto, command-
+ " ing general of the
: Philippine Army.
yesterday, - - ae

troops.

Zagala said the.purchase
of mortars through the' Army
modernization fund upgrades
the Army’s weapons systems
and capabilities to better per-
form its mission to secure the
land,
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Japanese military official visits PH 'Army counterpart

JAPAN Ground 'Self Defense Force
chief of staff, Gen. Koji Yamaeaki, and

“his party formally called on Philippine -

Armmy commander, Lt. Gen. Macairog
Alberto, at Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City
Monday.

The purpose of the visit is to rein-

force the two country’s strategic part-
nership and exchange insights on mu-
tual interests.

The Philippines and Japan signed the

Memorandum on Defense Cooperation *

and Exchanges in Januacy 2015,

The agreetitent is meant to provide
a framework for. defense cooperation
belween the two defense ministries and
their respective armed forces, -

On June 8, 2015, the Philippine
Army—Japan  Ground Self-Defense

Force Terms of Reference was signed,
strengthening the friendty relations and
cooperation while promoting open dis-
cussion of subjects of mutual interest
for both armies.

As a result, thé_ PA-JGSDF Working
Group was established as a platform for

both armies to plan or develop bilateral

engagements that will enhance capabili-
ties, interoperability and promote dis-
cussions of topics which are of mutual
interest or mutuatly beneficial.
Yamazaki started his military ca-
reer in 1983 as an army engincer later

“holding various key positions in the

engineer field of specialization of
the JGSDF. He served as 9th Divi-
sion commanding general in 2014 and
Northern Army head .in 2016 before
assuming the position of JGSDF chief
of staffin 2017, . ’
"The two army chiefs expressed both
their nation’s willingness to continue
the exchange of information as both
countries recognize each other’s exper-
tise particularly in humanitarian assis-

_tance and disaster response.

The JGSDF chief also recognized
the PA’s counterterrorism efforts duy-

Jing thé Marawi siege and the leader-

ship decisions that helped resolve the
crisis. - ‘ SR ]
“My visit implics that my country

- tecognizes the Philippines as a sig-

¥

nificant strategic pariner in Easi Asia,
Yamazaki said.

“I'm very honored to be here to
sirengthen our bilateral relations,” he
added.

“or his part, Alberlo said he is optimis-
tic that the visit of the JGSDF chief will

boost the bilateral cooperation between

Japan and the Philippines.

“Both armics can learn from cach
other’s experiences in terms of coun-
terlerrorism and humanitarian- assis-
tance and disaster response through
the conduct of iraining exchanges. We

will continue (he cooperation with re-

newed vigor in order to better tackle
the various security challenges that
both our countrigs are facing,” he
added, PNA }S]o
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Army chief, Japanese counterpart
agree to bolster cooperation on security

BY VICTOR REYES

ARMY chief Lt. Gen. Macairog
Alberta and his Japanese counter-
part, Gen, Koji Yamazaki, yester-
day agreed to bolster coopetation
on securily concerns, including the
fight against terrorism,

“Both armies can learn from
each orher’s expericnces in terms
of counter-tetrorism and hu-
manitarian assistance and disaster
tesponse through the conduct of
training exchanges,” Alberto said.

Yamaxaki, the chief of staff of
the Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force, paid Aiberto a visit at the

Army headquarters in Fort Boni-

facio yesterday morning.

“We will continue the coopera-
tion with rencwed vigor in order
1o better tackle the various security
challenges thae hoth sur countries
are facing,” Alberto said,

The Army is in the forefront of
the fight against various terrorist
groups, including the Abu Sayyaf,
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom

" Fighters, and the Maute Grouap

which have plecged allegiznce with
the Isfamic State of Iraqand Syria,

Alberto said he s optimistic that
Yamazaki’s visit to the countey
“will boost bi-lateral cooperation
between the ewo countries.”

Yamazaki artived last Sunday
for a four-day visit. Yamazaki, who
started his military cateer asan Aemy
engineer, assumed his cuerent post in
2017 aficr serving as the commander
of Japan’s Nosthern Army,

“My visit implics that my coun-

try recognizes the Philippines as
a significant strategic parner in

" East Asia, I'm very honored to

be here to steengthien our bilateral
relations,” Yamazaki said.

Army spokesman Lt Col, Ra-
mon Zagala said Alberto and
Yamazaki expressed the willing-

" ness of both nations “to continue

the exchange of information as
both countries recognize cach
other’s expertise patticularly in hu-
manitatian assistance and disaster
response.” DD
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Pinaigting ng Philippine Army ang ugnayan nito
sa counterpart mula sa Japanese Anmy matapos ang
pagbisita ni Gen. KoJi Yamazaki, Chief of Staif ng Ja-
pan Ground Self Defense Foree (JGSDF) sa kanilang
himpilan sa Fort Bonifacio, Tagulg City kahapon,

"My visit implies that my cotuntry recognizes the
Pivlippines as a significant strategic partner in Cast
Asia," pahayag ni-Yamazaki na sinamahan ng iba

parg JapaneseArmy official sa nasabing courtesy gall.

Ayon kay Philippine Army Spokesman Col. Ramon
Zagala, ang PH Army at ang JGSDF ay jumagda sa
terms of reference noony Hunyo 2015 kung saan

T e oW

g

ynnsany Japan-PH Army pinaigting

nagkasundo upang palakasin pa ang mutual issues
at concernes , anim na buwan matapos na any Tokyo
at Manila ay paglibayin ang Agresment on Defense
Gooperation Exchanges. ' R
Samantala, tumanggap naman ang PH Aimy
ng 80 assauilt rifle at 44 mortar mula sa US ina nais
palakasin ang depensa ng kanilang kaglyadong
puwersa, o g
Nabatid kay Zagala na ang nasabing gént mula -
sa US ay alinsunod sa Military Assistance Program
habang ang mga mortar ay matapos naman ang us
Foreigh Military Sales Program (Joy Cantos)
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5éArmy recelves assé&lt
rifles, mortars from o
US govt R

The Plﬁ!ippfne Army (PA) :
Tecelved BO assault rifles and

[ 40 mortars fram the United
States government on Suniday...
Arny Spokesman L. Col. Ramon

- P Zagala sald the 80 assault -

- fifles are a grant from the US
Cgovernment to the thllppme :
- Army under the Military - Lot
- Assistance Program.: Further, ;

- the Philippine Army, through -
© its medernization prograny,

~ also purchased on Sunday 40 -
.« mortars from tire US governmignt

under the Foreigh Military Sales

Program. -Zagala said assault’

rifles are the-primary direct fire
.. weapons-used by our infantry :

. troops ndrtrupatmg fnarmed -
haitles against the éngmy, whlle :
mortars are indlrect fire weapons -
mainly used to support the *
‘Infantry; "_The Philipplie Army -
expresses its gratitude.to tha:

US government in granting the
assault rifles that will greatty

imprava the fighting skills of QuF -
- frontline troaps," Zagala sald,
'(Hancls T Waknfne?d} oA

Pager
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Army gets rifles, mortars from US

THE Phllippine Army has received
assault rifles and mortars from the
United States. N

The 80 assault tifles were a grant by
Washington under the Military Assis-
tance Program, while the 44 mortars
were purchased from the.US govern-
ment under the Foreign Military Sales
Program, Lt. Col. Ramon Zagata, Army
spokesman, said.,

“The Philippine Army expresses Its
gratitude to the US governmentin grant-
' Ing the assault rifles that will greatly im-

~ prove the fighting skills of our frontline

troops,” Zagala said, Ly
- The rifles and mortars arrived on
Sunday. & ‘
~ The procurement of the firearms is
part of the modernization program of
the Philippine military, DEMPSEY REYES

Paga: A“"? —
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Army gets weapons

The Philippine Army (PA) now has the procured rifles and
mortars from the US government since Sunday. :

The 80 assault rifles were a grant by the US government to
the PA under the Military Assistance Program.

The 44 mortars, on the other hand, were purchased by the
PA under its modernization-program from the US govemment s

. Toreigin Military Sales Program, .. -

The PA has embarked on a thrée-phase moder mzation program
starting from 2013 to 2028 under the Revised AFP Modernization
Program covered by Republic Act 10349, : .

Lt. Col. Ramon Zagala, chief of Ariny Public Affairs, exprossed
the Army's gratltude to the US government in granting the
assault rifles that w1ll gleatly nnprove the flghtmg capabﬂlty of
the frontline troops. : A :

He also added that the, procurement of mortars tliwugh the

Army modelmzatlon flmd WJH upglade the weapons systems -of
the PA. ST KMBulquerIn
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Umiy walk and peace mvenam

m oning

By BONITA L. ERMAG

ILIGAN CITY -- Mere than a thousand
people joined tie unity walk around the
cily, mostly candidates in the May mid-
term eleclions and their supporters, and
representatives from the Commission on
Election (COMELEQ), Philippine National

Palice (PN, Arined forees of the Philip--

‘pines (AFD), the religious sector, and the
PNI? City Advisory Council.

The Parlide lederal hg Pilipinasg,

Parlido Demokratico ng Pilipinas-Takas
ng Bayan, Nationalista party, One ligan
patty, and Independenti partly positioned
themselves in four different areas during
{he Unity Walk.

The walk converged at the city public
plaza where a short program followed
by the signing of a peace covenant of alf
stakeholders on Sunday.

Messages from the PNE AFE DILG and
the Diocese of Higan focused on the appeal
to the electorate and candidates to work for
free, credible, and peacelul elections.

"Liet our ¢lection be freo from fraud,
inlimidation, and vielence," Apostolic ad-
ministrator of the Diocese of Iligan B:shop
Severo Caermare said,

o eleel our Ieadu‘s is our saered
obligation to God, to our couniry and to
our people. We must have a sincere (and)
thorough discermnent, praying for the light,
of the Hely spivit of the Almighly God Lo

hdd in Iligan City

guide us in onr choosing,” he said.

"We must choose our leaders according
to the dictates of our conscience hecause
irt the human conquence God speaks,” he
stated,

The military’s 2nd Mechanized Infaniry
(Maghalantay) brigade led by its eom-
mandey colonel Ezra James P Enrigues
sald they will remain newtral in the May
13 cleetion, '
~ "Wo ave agsuring everybody {hat your
army will be non-pariisan, apolitieal dpping
Lhis May exercise," said Enriguez, “

He enjoined the peaple lo cooporate
and coordinate with the Comclee and the
PNI*"su that the voice of the people will he
heard here in Tligan City.”
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:“fl\”/lagdalo?Make
no mistake

} President Rodrigo Duterte warned against
L putting coup plotters in the Senate saying the
~ Magdalo rebel group, now a partylist, brought
nothing to the nation but mayhen.

Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV and Rep. Gary
Alejano, who is now seeking a Senate seat, are
Magdalo members. .

“Don’t make a mistake about the Magdalo, They
held a revolt in Makati, Trillanes was shouting on’
top of his lungs, but when the police came, he

Turn to page 2

. '_t;"o‘;_) of his'_luh'gs but Whﬁn the police came, he

rillanes was shouting on

‘They held a vevolt in Makati, T
zSurrendereds. (o s Gl e

| From pbga_ 1-

. surrendered. They ‘were

aceusing the administration

~of former President Gloria
~ Macapagal-Arroyo of a lot
. of things,” Mr. Duterte
. said during the Partido
\ . Demokratiko Pilipino
_campaign rally in

- Zamboangy,
The President
said the two
pProminent
members of
the group
became
members
N o Congress
but continued ¥ .how lack of

rospect,

Honorable he’s not
“Irillanes has no manners.
(Once he was talking (o a former)
Chief of Staff. Remenmbor Angie
Rayes, he was an extremely good
person,” Mr. Duterte said.

He ‘asked before a Senate
hearing, “Your honor, may I be -
allowed to talk so I can defend
my honor?”

“Trillanes’ reply was ‘No, sit
down. You have no honor.’ He
was a co-graduate at the PMA
(Philippine Military Academy),

he was even a Chief of Staff, a

secretary of Energy and Tvillanes
subjected him to that?" the
President said.

Remember Angie Reyes,
he was an extremely good
person,

“What are the achievements of
Trillanes in the Senate? Nothing,
He kept on accusing me of
(millions of unexplained wealth
and asked me to open my bank
accounts). Son of a biteh, I will
never allow it because I know
he is trying to make a fool out of
me,” he said. :

Mz Dutette said thero is a law

%.

~ how being proposed in Congress
for the opening of bank accounts
of public officials, “I will go with
this if all of us in government will
do it, That's timely, I have already
asked my accounts to be apened and
exposed to all,” he added,

Sinister schemes

“I will fell you how foolish
this son of a biteh is in
manufacturing scenarios. He
added up everything, Every
year, the entries were added,
That is from the bank nearest
my apartment when I was still a
congressman,” Mr, Duterte said,

The two prominent
members of the group
became members of :
Congress but continued to
show lack of respect,

He even had the gall to pat

the Chief of Staff (Reyes) on his

back and he was a PMAer who is

- the senior of Trillanes, “Pal, get

a lawyer,” he said, “Reyes was
totally humiliated,” he added,
What are the achievements
of Trillanes in the Senate,
nothing,

“What Trillanes tried to
show was that he was brave,
but people actually saw him
as insane. Do you know who
spent for your PMA schooling?
The people, then you talk that
way disrespecting even your
compatriot,” he added,

“Just wait for me after I
finish my term. There would
be nobody else caround, I
guarantee,” B_l_'g;.,,r[)iltei"te told
the senator, - %%
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PNP warns ACT teachers of raps

By EMMANUEL TUPAS

Law enforcers will not hesi-
tate to file charges and revoke
thelicenses of teachers belong-
ing to the Alliance of Con-
cerned Teachers (ACT) who
are found supporting com-
munist rebels, the Philippine
National Police (PNP) warned,

PNP chief Gen. Oscar Albayal-
- deyesterday issued the waming
after the ACT filed a motion for
reconsideration before the Court

of Appeais (CA) on the dismissal

~of its pelition seeking to cleclare
the profiling of its members by
the police as unconstitutional.
Albayalde revealed that
they are in the process of gath-
ering evidence against some
members of the left-leaning
teachers group with alleged
links to the Communist Party
of the Philippines, its politi-
cal arm National Democratic
Front and armed wing the
New People’s Army.
“If we will be able to get
physical evidence on their

participation in rebellion we
will not hesitate to file a case
against them,” Albayalde said
at a news briefing at Camp
Crame, Quezon City.

Aside from criminal cases,
he said they will also ask the
Professional Regulation Com-
mission to revoke the licenses
of teachers found to be in ca-
hoots with communist rebels.

- He accused the ACT of fil-
ing cases even without proof.
. Albayalde said like lawyers

-and doctors, a teacher could
~also lose license, which is

just a privilege that could be
taken away if it is proven an
educator is conniving with
percelved enemies of the state,

Albayalde insisted that
they are not profiling ACT
members, adding. what they
are doing is patt of intelligence
cfforts to protect the state and
its citizens from communist
rebels and other enemies.

He reminded ACT mem-
bets that it was CPP founder

Jose Maria Sison who sald the

Ly

teachers’ group is one of their
front organizations.

ACT yesterday appealed
the ruling of the Court of Ap-

peals (CA}junking its pelition .
to stop the move of the PNP to

profile their members,

In a motion for reconsidera-
tion, the ACT asked the 11th Dj-
vision of the appellate court to

reverse its decision last month
that dismissed outright the -
petition filed by ACT through

national chair Joselyn Martirez
and secretary general Raymond
Basilio on a technicality,

Thie CA cited infirmities
in the petition as ground for
rejecting the petition, particu-
larly the failure of petitioners
to submit certified true copies
of the assailed memoranda is-
stted by the PNP's intelligence
units. - . S

It held that the petition
failed to mect the requirement
under Rule 65, Section 2 in
relation to Rule 46; Section 3
of the Rules of Court.

Both rules require that “the

petition shall likewise be ac-

- companied by a certified true

copy -of the judgment, order
or resolulion subject thereof,
copies of all pleadings and'
documents relevant and per-
tinent thereto,” : :

But ACT explained that
they wete not able to secure
certified true copies of the
memoranda precisely because
the PNP itself publicly denied
the existence of such order.

ACT told the CA that they
made a request to PNP chief
Albayalde for copies of the
assailed memoranda but their
request was ignored. :

Assuming that there are
procedural lapses in the main
petition, ACT said the Su-
preme Court itself has relaxed
procedural rules to serve sub-
stantial justice considering
matters of life, liberty, honor or
property, if there are compel-
ling circumstances or if pro-
cedural lapses are not entirely
attribufable to the party.

1 - With Edu Punay
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By FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD .

[ ¢ he Army’s 7th Infantry (Kaug-
& inay) Division has warned
| sludents andteachers aganst
2 the recruitiment cfforts of the
New People’s Arnty (NPA) during the
recent st Quarter Multi-Sector Ad-
visory Board (MSARB) Meeting at the
Central Luzon State Universily (CLSU)
in Munoz, Nueva Fcija,

According to the 7th ID, it is noces-
-sary to stress the importance of being

vigilant about the recruitment efforts of ;

the NPASs; considering that the MSAR
meeting is being held at a universily.
Duving the meeling, Brigadicr Gen-
eral Lenard T, Agustin, commander of
the 7ih D, shared that one of CLSU’s

meeling in CLSU is not a coincidence
and might serve as a reminder to ev-
eryone fo constantly warn the students,
as well as members of the academe, on
the consequences of joining left leaning
organizations,

“All of the students and even teach- -

ers are vuluerahle targets for NPA re-
cruitment. T would like to tell everyone
that if we want to see change in the

AR TR

C - former students, Kathleen “Katkat”

Ramos, was recruited by the League
of Filipno Students (LFS);

Katkat was a Veterinary Medicine
student in CLSU when she was re-

‘cruited by the student organization in

2002, Ramos iater became a member
of the NPA and was killed by her fel-

 low rebel. Her remains were exhumed
by the Army through the information

provided by a former rebel after heing
she missing for three years; .
On the other hand, the MSAR,
along with their military counterpart,
the Army Transformation Roadmiap
Technical Working Group (ATRTWG),
updated the board on the s{atus of ongo-
ing and proposed projects.
© Dr. Virginia G, Sacramento, chalr-

government, we should change our-
selves fivst, ‘Iransformation happens

* within and not by joining rallics or loft

leaning organizations. There areproper
ways (o express our grievances to the
government,” he said.

Agustin also expressed his full
support on the MSAB projects and
suggested some project planning and
implementation, [y~

<
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| vs NPA recruitm

i

person of MSAB, said she looks forward
to seeing the suggoested projeets from
last year to take shape this year. She is
positive that with the help of the 7th ID
and the MSAB’s guidance and exper-
tise, more of the unutilized resources
of the 7th 1D will finally be productive
and help towards the development of
the Camp, without compromising the
environment,

Several MSAB projects are already
generating resources for the 7th'ID
stich as the Mushroom production and
Tilapta raising projects. ‘fhe Keotour-
ism in Fort Magsaysay has started

catering tonearhy schools interested in

learning Uhe history of 71D and touring
its camp hasc. )
Agustin said the conduct of MSAR
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NPA rebel slain in Camarines Norte

An unidenthled suspected member of
the New People’s Army (NPA) was killed in
an encounter in Basud, Camarines Norte,
on March 3, 2019. : :

A military veport disclosed that ele-

ments of the 1st Camavines Norte Provincial
~ Mobile Force Company were conducting

security operations in Barangay Tuaca,
Basud, in response to the information given
by the civilians when they chanced upon
15 armed NPAs believed to be members of
KSPN 1, Larangan 2, Komiteng Probinsya 1
of the Bicol Regional Parly Comriitlee, This
triggered a shootout,

The firefight lasted for almost five min-
utes, with the terrorists scanmpering toward

different directions and leaving hehind their

dead comrade. o
Governnient {roops seized from the

scene of the encounier a 45 caliber pistol, a

~cal. 30 carbine rifle, and a hand grenade,

There was no reported easually on the

government side while pursuif operation is _

still on going, :

In the official statement of Joint Task
Foree Bicolangdia under Maj. Gen. Fernando
T ‘Trinidad, the command lauded the coop-

- eration of the civilian populace in the area

and the prompt response of the police force
that yielded positive result contributory to
the ongoing anti-insurgency campaign in
Bicol Region, (I'rancis T Walkelicld)
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NPA rebel killed

A New People's Army cadre was killed fo]lowmg an encouuter
with the military in Camarines Norte. ‘

The 1st Camarines Norte Provincial Mobile Force Co. repmted
the rebel’s death following a bnef sklrmlsh wlnle it was on patrol
in Tusca; Basud, '

The military claimed it faced off with about 15 arined rebels
allegedly belonging to the KSPN I, Larangan 2 of the Bicol
Regional Party Committee,

The batile lasted for about five mt t_es before the rebels
scattered towards different destinations, Kathteen Mae Bulguerin




Kuwebang ‘ospital
ng NPA, nakubkob

. Nakubkob ng militat ang isang
kuweba, na gitagawang ospital
ng New People’s Ammy: NPA) sa
Buenavista, Agusan del Norte,
kamakailan. - ]

Ayon kay 23rd Infantry Baitalion
{IB) commander, Lt. Col, Francisco
Molina, ng Philippine Army (PA), bago
ito nakubkob ay nakaengkuwentro
muna ng tropa ng pamahalaan ang
grupo ngmgarebelde, B

Matapos, aniya, ang ilang

minutong bakbakan ay umatrasang
mga rebelde patungong Sitio Bulak,
Barangay Lower Olave, ng naturang
bayan, ) o .
Natagpuan sa_kuweba ang

dalawang Garand rifle.at iba'tibang -

gamot na pang-opera, - .

Nakumpiska rin ang dalawang
malalaking bomba sa paligid ng
kuweba.

.. Fer Tabqy
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ABY SAYVAF ATROGITIES SPOCK FOREIGH fibEs

By Julie M, Aurelio
@IMAureliolNQ

Foreign investors will avaid the
Philippines if the Abu Sayyaf’s
atrocities are not stopped, Pres-
ident Duterte said.

In a speech on Sunday night,
thie President acknowledged the
adverse impact of the Abu

Sayyaf's activities on foreign in-
vestor confidence in the country.
But a dialogue with the ter-
ror group is out of the guestion,
he said.
“With the Abu Sayyaf, we

o 2

" ‘TERRORISTS HAVE NO IDEQLOGY’

will never have an understand-
ing. I cannot, for the life of me,
imagine me talking to them af-
ter all that they have done ... de-

.capitating everyone. [Some of}

my soldiers were Moro [but]
they don't select their victims.
They have no ideology except to
kill and destroy,” he said,

Productivity suffers
“If they are not stapped, ev-
eryone who wants to invest in
the Philippines will never do
that. $o we cannot be produc-
tive,” he added.

Mr. Duterte made the remarks
during a campeign rally of the
Partido  Demokratiko  Pilipino-
Lakas ng Bayan in Zamboanga

- Cily 011 Sunday night.

Cathedratbornbing

The President earlier or-
dered the military to use all jts
resources to crush the Abu
Sayyaf after the Jan. 27 bumbing
of the Catholic cathedrat in Jolo,
Sulu province, that left more
than zo people dead and nearly
a hundred others wounded.

But in an earlier visit to Is-

abela City, Basilan province, al-
50 on Sunday, Mr. Duterte said
the military’s planes and bombs
would only be used if govern-
ment troops were driven into a
corner,

"We have so many fighter
jets, we have a complete fleet,
but you don't see them flying
and dropping bombs every
day,” the President said.

“Onty if the troops are cor-
nered and can't find a way out,
that's the only time that the he-
licopters will come to save
lives," he added. INQ A’j
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~ Soldier slain_
in BIFF attack

MAGUINDANAO -
- Members of the Bangsamoro
Islaniic Freedom Flghters
"(BIFF) killed another soldier
on Sunday, the foutth fatality
- since Thursday. - "

Cpl. Sahelbasar Alaja of
the 90th Infantry Baltalion
was walking near a detach.
mept of the Army’s 6th Infan-

try Division (ID)in Barangay -

Semba, Datu Odin Sinsuat
when BIFI men blocked his
path and opened fire,

Alaja was declared dead
on artival in a hospital,

BIFF spokesman Abu Mis-
ry Mama yesterday admiticd
that their “hitmen” were
behind the attack.

24

5/8gt. Sergeant Lardera
Verande of the 6th 11)'s jntel-
- ligence,unit and Pvts: Junard
istribor and Nelier John
Piuto were killed in ambushes
along Sinsuat Avenue in Co-
“tabato City and Barangay
Sambulawan in Datu Salibo,
respectively, on Thursday.
The companion of Hstri-
bor and Pinto, Pvt. Muqtadir
Salmpuna, was wounded and
remains confined in a hospital,
- Misty said the killings wore
perpetrated by the BIFF to
avenge the deaths of their
membets in military operations
in Maguindanao last week. fo
“Retaliations will contin-
ue,” he said. - John Unson

——ae B i T,
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on Otso bets:
Diretso =

sa impiyerno

By ALEXIS ROMERO
and HELEN FLORES

~ Straight o hell - that’s where
fhe senatorial candidates-of the
opposition Otso Diretso (Straight
Eight) are headed, according to
President Duterle. |

- Duterte said the opposition co-
alition is composed of candidates
who have not done anything for
the country but critlcize,

“Sinong ipalit mo diyan sa... '

‘yang Otso Diretso, papuitang im-
pyerno (Otso Diretso is heading
straight to hell),” the President

. . Turn to Page 2

Page: 1
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sald during a late night
‘campaign rally: of ﬂie rul-
ing Partido’Dériokratiko
Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan in

Zﬁi}ﬁbanga City on Sunday.
(%, Wadang ginawa ‘yang mga

» b0yl Syan puro criticize, hindi
pa’ Hidniwale: (Those people
do. nothing but crificize),”
headded, .

Itiwas the first time
Duterte attacked the Otso
Diretso iti a’campaign sortie,
questioning’théir:¢ornpe-
tence and accomplishments,

He called former interior.

secretary Manuel Roxas If
~“hambugero” or arrogant

and questioned his achieve-

ments, : S

“He occupied every

Cabinet post. What did

he do? Give me one of

his achievements, even
. just one,” Duterle said,

referring to Roxas, who

served as trade secretary
. during the administra-
- tions of former presidents
Joseph Estrada and Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo, and
transportation and interior
chief during the presidency
of Benigno Aquino IIL

Roxas shrugged off
Duterte’s criticisms against
the opposition candidates
and instead discussed his
legisiative agenda.

“I will continue to focus
on job creation and increas-
ing workers’ pay and in-
come of small and medium
enterprises. I will also keep
on monitoring the prices of
goods and ensure the avail-
ability of cheaper medicine
for our people,” Roxas said
when asked to comment on
Duterte's tirades.

Vice President Leni Ro-
bredo defended the opposi-
tion senatorial candidates,
saying they were chosen
because of their good track
record.

The other Otso Diret-
so candidates hit back at

his bets at the expense of the
opposition.

Duterte said a vote for
Magdalo Rep. Gary Alejano
is a “mistake” as he belittled
the former soldier’s involve-
ment in uprisings_again;)%
" Arroyo.

“Look at the Magdalo.
They launched a revolt in
Makati... When the police

i‘s ‘:

. jus

- Duterte, saying he is using.
his position to campaign for

came, they surrende
“Tuterte said. .
He said Sen. Bam Aquinois
“a lookalike of his uncle, the
~ laleisenator Benigno AquinoJr.
v “What significant thing
have'yow dine? What have
Yol done thatis really impres-
sive? You justoppose. You just

red,”

", criticize,” Duterte asked,

“+ .. He called former Quezon
representative Erin Taftada a
leftist who supports the com-
munist armed group New
People’s Army (NPA). -

“Tafiada is a leftist. You
know who gives us headaches?
They do. They do not admit
they are NPA members but
they are supporting the group.
They scrve as their lawyers,”
Duterte said.

He insinuated that clection
lawyer Romulo Macalintal
only serves moneyed clients,

"Abugado ka tang kung may
pera ka (You are only a lawyer
if you have money),” he said
as he poked fun at the man-
nerisms of some opposition
candidates and calling them
names. ' .

He ridiculed Chel Diokno’s
manner of talking and claimed
that the senatorial bet is no
match to his father former
senalor Jose Diokno.

Pormer solicitor-general
Florin Hilbay, meanwhile, was
described by the President as
“turtle.”

Robredo said the fact that
the President mentioned each
opposition bet showed that
they are getting the awareness
of the people. :

“If they are not relevant,
why would the President
waste his time on them. It only
means they have a big chance
to win in the May 13 polls,”
Robiedo said in an interview
in Bocaue, Bulacan.

The Otso Diretso bets said
it is the job of the opposition
to oppose the wrong policies
ofthe government. =~ .

“We still have democracy,
right? Don't take criticisms
personally,” Hilbay said ‘in
a statement, addressing the
President, o

Diokno questioned the track
record of :Le administration
bets.

“1 return the question to
the President, what have your
candidates done for the coun-
try except put up tarpaulins?”
Diokno said, - With Roel
Parefio
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“BRESIDENT Ro-
drigo Duterte has
&4, lashed out at Otso
Diretso’s candidates
for the Senate, saying
they would go straight
to hell for their endless
criticism of his admin-

istration. ¥ StraightA2
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Duterte

. Speakingat arally of the Paniido
:Demokratikong Pilipino-Lakas

‘ng Bayan (PDP-Laban) in Zam-
‘boanga City on Sunday, Duterte

.sauE the opposition’s candidates
“did nothing but to criticize him
and his policies, 7

‘Sinoag ipalit mo diyan sa

orso Diretso’ papuntang impy-

femo {Whom will you vote for
lin a place of that Eight Straight
ito hell}?” Duterte said, refer-
Frmg to the Otso Diretso slate,

la. line-up .composed. of Liberal’

fParty (LP)bets and candidates
of other groups critical of his
administration,

¢ *fotoo lang, walang ginawa
| Jang mga tao na ‘yan puro criti-
icize, (o be honest, those people
tnothing but criticize),” he added.
|

’

Backed by Vice President Ma-
itia Leonor “Leni” Robredo, the
lopposmons eight-man ticket is
-composed of Sen. Paclo Benigno

‘"Bam”. Aquino 4th, Magdalo

.par(y list Rep, Gary Alejano, for- -

amm’ interior secretary Manuel
. “Mar” Roxas 2nd, former Quezon
;congressman lrin Tanada, former
iSolicitor General Florin Hilbay,

i Marawi civic leader Samira Gutoc,

thuman rights lawyer Jose Manuel
"Chel” Diokno and election la-
!yer Romulo Macalintal,
I The President also slammed
:lhe opposition slate for being
'supporters of communist rebels,
- “Frin Tatada? Left. And proud
[
1sila diyan sa (they are proud of
1the} Left. They think that it’s popu-
'Iar Kita mo kakapal ng mukha,
; nagrmm pa ngticket ‘Otso Diretso’
(they have no shame, they even
included him in the Otso Ditetso
iticket),” he said.
The President compared his
party’s Senate bet, his former po-

ilitical adviser Francis Tolentino,

“with Hilbay, who he said has no
chance of winning against the
former mayor of ‘lagaytay.

“Sino diyan makakatalo kay
iTolentino (who among them can
theat Tolentino) in terms of quali-
scation? Magsabi ka ng kandidato
‘(Mention those candidates), Ma-
calintal, Hilbay, si Tanada?” he said.

Duterte aiso slammed Roxas,

0 N { A M pA E G N M Q D E President Hodrlgo Duterte makes a pltch for the

administration’s senatorial slate during the grand rally of the Partido Demokratiko Prlipino Lakas ng Bayan at the

Mayor Vitahano Agan Coliseum in Zamboanga Clly MALA( ARANG PH()TO

his defeated rival in the 2016
national elections, for his alleged

arfogance,
“Mar Roxas. Susma:yosep Ham-

bugero man ito (Mar Roxas, my

gooduness, Ie’s arrogant)... sabi

ko, tama ka na, Mar, yaya ka lang.

Lwan ko kung gawain ninyong
senador. Wala na ito. Napakita na

. va. Kung yung kampanya ipi-

nakitaniya angthe best niva, hindi
siya manalo kay Bong (Enough,
Mar. 1 don’t know if you'll make
him & senator. He's finished. Ifhe

showed his best in the past cam- -

paign, he wouldn't win against
Bong),” the President said, ob-
viously referring to his fotmer
top aide, Christopher LaW1ence
“Bong” Go..

Duterte also accused Roxas of
political turncoatism, saying the
latter has done nothing despite
holding different Cabinet posts in
previous administrations,

Roxas was Trade secretary
during the Estrada adminis-
tration. He topped the Senate
race in 2004 under the ticket of
then-President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo, and served. as Transpor-
tation secretary and Interior
secretary under then-President
Benigno Aquino 3rd,

“Nadaanan man niva lahat yan,

o

Tapos._pqmm. Ano ang nagawa

niyaf Bigyan-mo ako isa. Maski

isa fang (He has held all those
positions, All forms, but what did
he accomplish? Give me one, even
just one),” he said.

As for Bam Aquine, Duterte
said he only had an uncanny
resemblance to his uncle, late
former senator Benigno “Ninoy”
Aquino Jr.

“Ano bangsignificant na nagawa
mo {What significant thing have
you accomplished)? What have
you done that is really impressive?
Puro kayo oposisyon, puro kayo
saway (All you-do is oppose and
rebuke),” he said.

The President also called out
Alejano for his role in the un-
successful mutinies led by then-
Navy officer and now Sen, Antonio
Trillanes 4th against the Arroyo
administration,

He said Alejano, who once
pushed for his impeachment,
makes no sense in his statements.

The President also mocked
Diokno’s manner of speaking,
saying he was nothing like his
father, late former senator Jose
“Pepe” Dickno.

Duterte, however, spared Gutoc,
the only woman in the opposition
slate, from his atacks, saying it

‘was hls [uie ‘not to bad mouth
awoman. .
“8i. Samlra, babae mian y'm,

' ayaw ko magsalita diyan. Eh ga-

nun yan ang rule eh pagka-babae
kalaban mo, you just shut up,
Samira Ali Gutoc. o [ have noth-
ing to say to you, ma‘am (Samira,
she’s a woman, | don't want to talk
about her. That's the rule, if your
eney is a woman, you just shut
up. Samira Al Gutoc, so | have’
nothing to say to you, ma am) "
the President said.

Duterte then compared the

‘opposition Senate slate with his

party’s candidates, claiming they
pale in comparison and have not
helped the Moros.

“‘Magpunta van doon sa).anao.
Al wala, putulan ko ng ulo mga
to. Walang kuwentang mga tao.
Wala namang nagawa para sa
aming mga Moro (When they go
to Lanao, I'll behead them, These
worthless people. They have done
nothing for us Moros),” he said.

[twas the first time the President
stepped up his-attacks -against
the Otse Diretso candiddtes in a
campaign rally.

In previous speeches, Duterte
only waened voters against electing
"useless” candidates or those who

" do nothing but criticize.
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Rody takes a dlg at Otso Diretso: Straight to hell

By Nat Mariano

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte on Sun-
day slammed the opposntion senatorial
slate “Otso Diretso,” saying they would

- ail go straight to hell for their “lack of -

qualification.”

As he continued to tour the couritry to

campaign for his chosen candidates in the

May midterm elections, Duterte took time -

to mock the capablhtnes of the opposmon
senatorial candidates.

- “Who will you replace them wnth? The

Otso Diretso that will directly go to hell?” .

Rody...

From Al

not do anything but criticize. They're
all doubters,” Duterte said,

Led by Vice President Leni Robredo,
the opposition Otso Diretso senato-
rial slate is composed of Senator Bam

Aquino, Magdalo party-list Rep. Gary

Alejano, former Quezon Rep. :Brin
Tafiada, and former Tnterior Scerctary
Mar Roxas .-

Marawi civic leader Samua (‘umc
former Solicitor General Florin Hilbay,
human rights lawyer Jose Manuel Dio-
kno, and election lawyer Romulo Ma-
calintal completed the eight-man slate.

Puterte then hit each opposition cat-
didate for supposcdly being supporiers

Page: _AL_W

the President said in is speech dmwmg
taughter and applause fiom the crowd diir-
inga campafg,n rally of the nling PDP- La-
ban patty-in Zamboatiga City, _
“Just to be_honest, 'm not it
pressed] with them, Those people:

Next page -

ol the communist rebels and for their
supposed “inexperience.”

“Livin Tafiada? Lefl, And they’re proud
of the left: They think that it's popular.
Look, they even have the guts to create a
ticket ‘Otso Diretso’,” the President said,

*Macalintal is a fawyer. However, he's
only a lawyer when he has the money.”

Duterte also belittled the Senate bid
of Hitbay. '
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. also fly to Morocco to partici-
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ly says he urged court

to let Nur travel

President Dulerte had asked
the court to let Moro Nation-
al Liberation Front (MNLF)
founder Nur Misuari, who

is facing rebellion and graft

se

. attend conferences abroad.
Duterie said he assured
“authorities” and the court
that Misuari would return to
. the country to face his cases.

The MNLF founder traveled

to the United Arab Emirales
- to attendl the 46th session of

~. the Organization of lslamic

Cooperations Council of For-
cign Ministers. Misuari will

. pate in the 14th session of the

does not meddle with the ac-
tivitics of state agencics.
‘Porcuncion, not
" interforense’
Presidential spokesmian
Salvador Panclo claimed
Pulerte’s move did not vio-

late the principle of separalion

of powers of the independent
branches of government. He
said there is 1o problem with
“persuasion” if it was done for
"national interest.”

“Perhaps he was referring to
somebody who will relay the
message o the courls, [ dont
see anylhing wrong with that,”
Panclo said at o press briefing

- charges, leave the country to

Parliamentary Union of QIC
member states. .. . ..

“Now Misuati came o m
office the other night because
he wanted fo go out, Tle was
not allowed, he has cascs,”
Duterte said during a canv
paign raily of the Partido
Demokratiko Pilipino-Lakas
ng Bayan last Sunday in Zam-
boanga City. :

“I talked to the police, the
military and the court to allow
him. 1 was the one who guar-
anteed them that he would
come back,” he added.

~Duterte said Misuari does
not want to die in another
country.

yesterday.

“After all, the theee branches
{of government) should help
each other for the country. A.
branch cannat beinflexibleil the
consequence would be the de-
straction of our nation. But it's
a different story if you impose
your will on another branch.
That's interference,” he added.

Panelo said the courts
would not allow themselves
to be coerced or intimidatec
by anyone in the country. He
clabmed Duterte was not in-
lerfering with the work of the
court but was merely explain-
ing the important role Misuari
plays in the peace efforts in

© “Misuari, a true Tausug;
would never allow that he be
buried in a foreign land. I'm
sire of that. That's why he will
come back and help us build
analion,” the President said,
Misuari ‘has been charged
with rebellion over the 2013
Zamboanga siege, which
claimed the lives of more than
200 people. He is also facing
graft and malversation charges
over the supposed irregulatities
“in the purchase of more than
P77 million worth of “ghost”
textbooks when he was ‘still
governor of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao.
Duderte previously said he

[}

Mindanac.
“There are many ways of

‘presenting your position -

you can express it verbally
nationwide; you can express
it privately to other people
so il can reach the inlended
recipients. What is important
~it's his duly to preserve this
country,” Panelo said,

Barlier, Duterte admilted
there wore “eumblings” among
MNLFmembers who {olt they
did not have enbugh represen-
tation in the Bangsamoro Tran-
sition Authority, the body that
will govern the new Bangsam-
oro region until 2022,

-~ Alexis Romcero
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’Mlsuan will never

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

"“’ERESiDENT Rodrigo Duterte has
- guaranteed that Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF) founding.

Chairman Nur Misuari would return to
the country, saying the latter would never
abandon his homeland

In his speech during a cam-
paign rally in Zamboanga City
on Sunday, Duterte admitted that
e asked the court, the military
and the police to allow Misuari to
travel abroad and assured them he
would not escape,

“Misuari came jto my office} the
other night because he wanted to
go, he was not allowed to go out
kasi may kaso siya{because he has

.a case). Kinausap ko ang pufis, patl

wmilitary, pati ang korte na palaba-

- sin siya. Ako ang nag- guarantee

that he will come back (! talked
to the police, the military and the

court to allow him to leave. I gave
the guarantee that he will come
back),” he said. :
“Misuari, a true lausug, would
never allow that he be buried in a

foreign land. Sigurado ako diyan

{1 am certain about that), That’s
why-he will come back and help
us build a nation,” Duterte added.

Duterte’s statement came af-
ter the Sandiganbayan granted
Misuari’s motion to travel abroad

“to participate in the 46th session

of the Organization of islamic
Cooperation (QIC) Council of
Foreign Ministers in the United

abandon his count

. Arab Emirates and the meeting of

the Parliamentary Union of the
OIC Member States in Morocco.
Misuari, who was chaiged with
two counts each of graft and
malversation, left the country on

- February 26, He is expected to
return between March 17 and 20, .

He is also facing charges of rebel-
lion and crimes against humanity
over his role in the 2013 siege in
Zamboanga Cily

« Duterte earlier said that he and
the MNLF leader would craft a
“new deal” when the latter comes
back, in a bid toachieve long-last-
ing peace in besieged Mindanao.

Palace spokesman Salvador
Panelo-said there was “nothing
wrong” with Duterte's move to ask
the court to grant Misuari’s request
to go overseas.

Panelo noted that Duterte mere-
ly “petsuaded” the court 1o allow
Misuari's overseas trip, as the Presi-
dent believed that it would benefit
the country, especially Mindanao.

A

”The President, as head of state,
is mandated to preserve and
protect the people. Kung ang
probiema doon sa Mindanao ay
nakasalalay sa isang tao kagaya
ni Misvari na napakalaki ng im-
pluwensiya at malaking grupo na
maaaring magkaroon ng sigalot,
tungkulin ni Presidente lahat ng
kanyang makakaya, persuasion, na
tulungan (If the problem in Mind-
anao depends on one person like
Misuari, who can influence and
whose group is large and can cause
discord, it's the President’s dutyto
do his best, such as persuasion, to
help Misuari),” he told reporters.

“Kung yung pagbibigay ng laya
temporarily kay Misuaxi ay maka-
katulong, palagay ko, tungkulin
ng Presidente na ipaalam sa huku-
man na iakakatulong itong taong
‘to (If giving Misuati temporary,
freedom is necessary, perhaps,
it's the President’s right to tell the
courl that this man can help us),”
Panelo said.
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- Misuari gets
' free pass after

~Rody stepsin

By Nat Mariano and
Macon Ramos-Araneta

, PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte
'/ had asked a court to allow Moro
.~ National Liberation Front lead-
. erNur Masuan to travel abroad,
}] desplte pend ing graft cases
against him.
“Misuari came to my office the
" other night because he wanted to
|| goout, he was not allowed because
- he has a case. I talked to the police,
Next page

))\-1

Missuari...

; _From Al

the military, and the court to allow him
~ to leave. I guaranteed that he will come
: back” the President said during a cam--
 paign rally of the ruling PDP-Laban in-

Zamboanga City Sunday night.

On Feb. 25, Duterte held a 15-min-
ute meeting with Misuari. A day af-

terward, the Sandiganbayan’s Third
- Division granted Misuari’s request to
“travel to atlend several assemblies in
" the United Arab Emirates.

Presidential Spokesm'm Salvador

Panelo said the President was not in-

terfering in an independent branch
of governiment, but merely using “his

- persuasive powers” to fulfill his man-

date to protect and serve the people.
~Panelo said the- President ‘merely
sought to inform the court that Misu-
ari plays a vital role in achieving peace
in Mindanao.

“If the problem of Mindanao lies
in the hands of a person like Misuari
who has a large influential group that
can create discord, then it’s the duty
of the President to use his persuasive
powers to tell the courts to give him
temporary freedom because Misuari
will help achieve peace,” Panclo said
in a Palace press briefing.

He said this could not be seen as in-
terference because the President did
not order the court to grant the request.

“I don’t think the courts will allow
itself to be coerced or intimidated by
any person,” he added.

“What’s important is that it’s for the
interest of the country. You don’t med-
dle with the decisions of the judiciary.
You justlet them do their job, you pro-
vide them with information or inputs
then let them evaluate. And I think
given that consideration, they allowed
Misuari to go out. But he will come
back, without a doubt.”

Misuari was allowed to travel to
attend the 46th session of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation’s
(OIC) Council of Foreign Ministers in
Abu Dhabi; United Arab Emirates on
March 1 and 2.

e will then stay in the UAE until
March 11 and attend the 14th session
of the Parliamentary Union of OIC
Member States in Rabat, Morocco on
March 13 and 14.
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Duterte: | guaranteed

BY JOCELYN MONYEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Duterte on Sunday night
said he has “guaranteed” the court that
Moro National Liberation Front foundling
chairman Nur Misuati will retuen to the
cauntty if he is allowed to travel abroad
to attend eveats of the Qrganization of
Tslamic Cooperation.

‘The President, during events in Basilan
province and in Zamboanga City, said he
made “arrangements” to have the court grant
Misuari permission to teavel, :

“Duterte and Misvari met on Monday

last week in Malacafiang. Misuari, with the
permission of the Sandiganbayan, left the
following day for Abu Dhabi to ateend the
48th session of the Council of Foreign
Ministers in Abu IDhabi, set March 1 and 2,
and the 14th session of the member-states
of the Parliamentary Union of the Office of
Islamic Conference in Moroceo on March
13 and 14, '

Misuari has 1o secure permission from
the court for wavels abroad as he is facing
a rebellion case for the 2013 atrack in Zam.-
boanga City by his followers, He also has
a peading case before the Sandiganbayan
for graft and maiversation jn connection

with an alleged “ghost textbooks” purchiase
worth P77.26 million when he was gover-
nor of the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao, '
“Misuari came to me sa opisina ko the
other night becanse he wanted to £o out,
he was not allowed, tapos may kaso siya,
Kinausap ko ang police pati niilitary pati ang
korte na palabasin muna siya. Ako ang nag-
guarantee that he will come back (Misuari
came to my office the other night because
he wanted to go out, he was not allowed, he
has a case. I talked to the police, the military
and the coutt to allow him to leave for now,
I guaranteed that he will come back), he said

.in Zamboanga City.

Duterte said he believes Misvari would
return to the country-because he is a ‘Tausug
who would not allow himself to be buried
n a foreign land.

In Basilan, Duterte said Misvari would

not abandon the country and would returq
to help him build the nation,

He said Misuari also said he would talk
again with him on his return,

The President last week said there were
“rumblings” in the MNLI following the
ratification of the Bangsamoro Organic
Law.

Isuari’s return to PH

Chief Presidential Legal Counsel Salva-
dor Panelo, in a briefing yesterday, said the
President did not interfere with the work of
the court, He also said the President roay
have exercised “persuasion” by sharing his
opinion about Misuati and about their plans
to talk again about rebuilding the country,
especially Mindanao.

Panelo said Duterte, as the president of
the countty, is mandated to serve the people
and if problem in Mindanao is dependent
on one person like Misuari, it would be the
President’s task to help Misvati gain temvo-
rary freedom.

He added Misuati and the MNILF remain
influential in Mindanao.

Senate minority leader Franklin Dijlon
said he sees nothing irregular about Duterte
asking the court to allow Misuari to go out
of the country,

Drilon said secking court permission to

“travel abroad is part of the legal process for

a person facing criminal charges,

*What is important is for the court to get
a guarantee that Misuati will come back to
face the charges,” he said,

Sen. Gregorio Honasan said Durerte just
exccised a presidential prerogative, ~ With
Raymond Afvica
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Allowing

Misuar

travel
-~ legal

_ Bv Marlo J. Mallarl
and Parseus Echieminata

Senators see nothing
wrong with President Duterle
secking court permission, to
allow his friend, Moro Nattonal
Liberation Front (MNLF)
founding Chairman Nur
Misuazi, to leave the country
to attend international
conferences. -
~ Senate Minority [‘1001
Leader Franklin Drilon sald
that seeking cleavance on the
pant of those accused is patl

of the normal pmcedules of

the cowt,

_ 'I‘he case IS befme tlle

regular courts and
the fiscal is under the
Deod secretary, who
in turn is under tho
President.

“Socking court permission
to leave the country is patl
of the legal process for one
facing eriminal charges. What
is important is for the court to
gel a guarantee that Misnaxi
will come back to face the
charges,” Drilon said.

Pressed if theve was nothing
irregular about Mr. Duterte’s
move, Drilon replied.

“No. The case is before
the regular courts and the
fiscal is under the Dol
{Department of Justice)

secretary, who in turn is
under the President.”

Do
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Maranao Ieaders seek

BY MASIDING NOOR YAHYA

@ ARAWI CITY: Maranao Ieaders_arne
calling for the abolition of Task Force
angon Marawi (TFBM) for its alleged

fallure to rebuild the city almost two years after
it was devastated during the Marawi Siege.

Accusmg the TFBM leadership of
"incompetence,” the Maranao leaders
said they were pinning their hope on
the newly established Bangsamoro

Autonomous Region in Muslim -

Mindanao (BARMM) to rehabilitate
Marawi City,
Su]tanHamldu!lallAlarofme Roy-
al House of Marawi told The Manila
1imes that he agreed to the call for

theabohnon of 1HBM, “The TEBM-te-
leased video and statement that the:
economy of Marawi is booming and.
the people have already recovered is
abiglie," he said,

- In a media briefing, Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILE)
Chairman Murad Ebrahim who
also serves as interim BARMM

" chief minister for a three-year

-period wl:ilé the foundation is
.being laid for a new Bangsamoro

Autonomous Region, said that the
Bangsamoro Transition Authority
(BTA) would use a significant
portion of the iefiover P32 mil-
lion budget for ARMM this year,
to hasten- the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of Marawi,

The National lousing Author-
ity also attested that it has P2.1
billion for the reconstruction
of Marawi’s. most affected areas
(MAAs),

Saying that 118M head Secretary
Eduardo del Rosario should resign,
Atar lamenvted, “All of us know that
untit now, the rehabilitation has not
begun and 27,000 families from

force and let the BTA take charge of
rebuilding the city.

A Department of Public Works
and Highways official, who is a
member of the TFBM technical
working group, earlier attributed the
delay in reconstruction efforts to del
Rosario’s alleged “lack of teclm:cal
know how.” .

Even House Speaker Gloria -

Macapagal Arroyo had lamented
the delayed rehabilitation and
created a special working com-
mittee to look into it and make
recommendations.

Some sectors have also used so-
cial media to call for the abolition
of T'BM ‘

"TEBM has a new identity! It

b 7y

is  fask Palse Bangon Marawitt!
All they say is falsehood aimed at

 deceiving Maranaos on the rehabil-
' itation of Marawi and they spend

biltions of the country’s taxpayers’

maoney with no substantial proof
ta show how the money wasspent,”
said Abctul Majeed Pangandaman in
his I' account,

While others said, they no lon-
gertrusted TEBM, AliValak accused
the TI'BM of “destraying Lanao in
connivance with some unscrupu-
lous leaders.”

The International Committee
of the Red Cross said some 46,000 .

Marawi evacuees werestill languish- -

ing in different sheltgr camps in
Northern Miindanao.

abolition

Ground Zero are suffering so much,”
Former Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) vice
governor Haroun Alrashid Lucman,
Ir. earlier said it was lamentable that
the TIBM is taking care of our lives
butno Maranao isa member “Most,
if not alt of its members have not
even set foot in the devastated city,”
hé added. _
The Bangsamore Consensus
Group, composed of displaced
Marawi professionals, said that
instead of its oft-aired demand for

- the resignation of the Houising and

Urban Development Coordinating
Council {(HUDCC) Secretary as

THBM head, the President Rodrigo

Duterte should abolish the task
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“Leonen unhkely to
self from BOL case

SUPREME Court Assocnate Iustlce Mano Victor
Leonen is unlikely to recuse himself from cases
pending before the hlgh court assailing. the le-
gality of the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL),

according to a source from the tribunal,

The source said Leonen, the founer govern-
ment chief negotiator of the peace process with
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, is bent on
handling the BOL cases. Leonen served as the
chairman of the Government Negotiating Panel

kRecuseA2

EIRECUSE FROM A1

.cus-f

B4 Assocate Justice
Mario Victor Leonen

Che MWanila Thnes page_BI_

Leonen unllkely to recuse selffrom BOL cases

that sealed the Framework
Agreement for the Bangsam-
oro (FAB).

The source added that Le-
onen would not inhibit himself
-since the FAB which he han-
dled is different from the BOL,

"The Supreme Court en banc

is set to deliberate on the case’

on Tuesday. Leonen, as po-
nente of the case, will study

WA A A R AR R e L

the petitions and submit hls‘

recommendations.

The Philippine Constitution
Association (Philconsa) head-
ed by Manuel Lazaro has asked
Leonen to'inhibit himself.

“Itis an irrefragable fact that
prior to his appointment to
the Supleme Court as Associ-
ate Justice in November 2012,

Justice Leonen was named in -

%y

luly 2010 as_the Philippine
government's chief negotiator
with the Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front which culminated
to the Framework Agreement
on the Bangsamoro — which
was done and initiated on Oct.
12, 2012 in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia and signed in Manila
on October 15, 2012," the
group said in its motion for

e L AR s liene e LR e

inhibition,

The high court consolidated
the petitions filed by Philconsa
and the Province of Suly, rep-
resented by its governor, Abdu-

“sakur Tan 2nd.

Philconsa asked the tribunal
to issue a lemporary restraining
order to stop the implementa-

tion of the BOL.
JOMAR CANLAS
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POSTSCRIPT
: FE_DER!CO D. PASCUAL Jr.
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Ask soldiers if they
- prefer US weapons

not seem to agree where to
source military equipment fov the
armed forces, they might as well ask
the end-user himself, the Bilipino | -
soldier, which firearms, aircraft, el

ndval vessels, efe, he prefers,

After all, the soldier does the
fighting, and dying, with the weap- ;
ons issued to him lo keep the peace and to defend the
country from rebels, invaders and whatever evil ele-
ments are out there. Our troops should atleast be asked.

The topic of weapons-sourcing cropped up lriday
when Foreign Secretary Teddy Locsin Jr. opined after
a-talk with US Slale Secretary Mike Pompeo that en-
hancing the Philippines’ self-defense capability is the
“wisest” move Lhat the US can take amid concerns over
China's overatching moves in the region.

Locsin said on Twitter: " I'he wisest, most ox peditious
aliernate to one or the other view is for the US 1o help

- re-arm owr military (it prefers US weaponry as I kept

telling the US) and enhance our self-defense capability;
leaving the initial decision to fight to usin our best light.”

Short on details, the secretary’s opinion came out at
variance with his President’s position of not trusting the
US, and his preferring to secure armamenls from China,
Russia and other suppliers on the left.

In this neck of the woods, sometimes the choice of
supplier depends on who gives the biggestcommission.
But with Duterte claiming to have stepped corruption,
we are supposedly back to opting for the best dleal.

The basic idea of self-reliance, with the US helping
re-arm and upgrade the capability of the armed forces,
has been established in the 1951 PRI-US Mutual Defense
Treaty whose Article I says:

“li otder more effectively to achicve the objective of this
Trenly, the Parties separately and jointly by self-hielp and
miitual aid will maintain and develop treir indvidun and
collective capacily to resist armed attack.”

American military gear is not given free, as in a Red
Cross donation, but paid for on favorable ferms, We
understand that business aspect, because the big-ticket
items could be expensive even if only refurbishod,

‘Then, the materiel often comes with stri ngs attached,
such as the recipient’s having to meet US standards on
human rights. American taxpayers are very particular
where public funds go. Whether the supplicr is Ameri-
can, Chinese or Russian, there are always conditions.

Duterte’s regime is under the microscope of civil
libertavians abroad for alleged extrajudicial killings. The
mayor is quite sensitive Lo accusations of EJKs under
his walch, which may explain his disdain for “loreign
meddling.”

i




Unless he has in mind phasing-in enlirely new weap-
onry (can he do it in three years?), Duterte’s experiment-
ing with Chirmsqqi}d-lessian armaments. may be a bit
lale since most fitcarms of the troops are US-supplied,
and Lilipinos have potten used (o them. -

Imagine having some 170,000 troops lugging as-
sorted weapons, being transported on vehicles, vessels
and aireralt of various makes, Tho stocking of non-
interchangeable parts alone will be a nightmare, even
for Filipinos famous for their adaptabilily.

The military is largely US-supplied, not only with
hand-me-down weapon systenis @.g. the Hamilton class
US Coast Guard culters redesignated ag “frigates” by our
navy)but also new small weapons that were bought (e.g.
the 50,000 or so Mds acquived from Remington of Us).
Donated Russian and Chinese weapons are on hand, bt
ate not popular with the troops. '

* Clear Intentions make for enduring iles

ALTHOUGH Pompeo had to rush back io Washiugton
with only an “all is well” common statement for public
consumplion, we hope he also lefta quiet commitment to
open discussions soon on other substantive points, includ-
ing aboul what could tri gger an MDT reaction,

Anamendment (o the MDT; possibly in the form of
an executive agreement, could be signed when Prosi-
dent Duterte makes a state visit to Washington after
the virtual referendum on his presidency in the May
midterm clections. -

The sparse (just 635 words, or only 2/3 of this Pos/-
script column!) MDT spoaks only of an external “armed
altack” to prompt the two allies’ scrambling to quickly
repel the aggression by an outside force,

Sources familiar with the M7 talks (when we were
covering what was then somelimes referrod toas “Padre.
Faura”) have told us that Communist Ching was the po-
tential aggressor that the treaty negotiators had in mind.

Why should the Philippines and its ally wait for a
naked armed attack before moving to stop the creeping
aggression by an expansionist nejghbor?

China’s buildup and militarizalion of reefs and shoals
within the Philippines Exclusive ticonomic Zone is an
unfriendly act against a spaall neighbor. Such activities
could disturb free navigation in the South China Sea, an
area covered by the MDT,

Locsin said the Jack of specificity in the trealy as to the
trigger for reaction is an effective deterrent. Hehad a half-
port thete since an-cnemy that is kept guessing could be
stymied enough not to proceed with his dire plans.

At the same time, however, testiicling the trigger to
an “armed attack” leaves a loophole that can embolden
an enemy lo engage in other stratagems - shot of an
outright shooting war - to wear oyt and eventually
overwhelm its target.

Thatis cxactly whal is happening in the West Philip-
pine Seca. Without firing a shot, China is able to seize,
Occupy, militarize and contyol stralegic marilime arcas
of the Philippines - in full view of President Duterte,
who has confessed being afraid of the tonsequences of
objecting to China’s activities. gg

As he is still wailing for the madive Investments,
loans and aid promised by Beijing, Duterte is hesitant,
or is unwilling, to' invoke the MDYT and put an end to
China’s creeping agpression.

A big question mark is the US intention vis-A-vis
China. That is another point that needs clarification jn a
review of the 67-year-old MIDT, Clarity of mutual inten-
tions and specificity of courses of action make for more
enduting relations between friends and allies,

* W *
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EDITORIAL

Pompeo’s
promise

5 if to compensate for the faited denucle-
arization summit between US President
Donald Trump and North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un in Vietnam, US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo scored a coup.of sorts
during a stopover visit in Manila,

From Hanoi, Pampeo flew to Manila
where he had a brief meeting with
President Duterte on the night of Feb, 28,

- g and with Foreign Secretary Teddy Loc-
sin the followmg day. In a joint press conference with
Locsin, the state secretary gave what amounted to
the c!eares't assurahce yet from the United States
that it will fulfill its obligations under the Mutual
Defense Treaty (MDT) with the Philippines amid
Chinese aggression in the South China Sea.

“China’s island-building and military activities in
the South China Sea threaten your sovereignty, your
security and therefore economic livellhood, as well as
that of the United States,” said Pompeo. “As the South
China Sea is part of the Pacific, any armed attack on
Philippine forces, aircraft or public vessels in the South
China Sea will trigger mutual defense obligations
under Article 4 of the Mutual Defense Treaty.”

Officials were quick to hail such words as the most
definitive statement yet on the extent to which the
United States will come to the defense of its former
colony and strategic ally in the Pacific in the face of
bullying by China, Malacafiang, for one, was exultant:
This was “the first time that the US made a (clear)
policy statement that any attack on the Philippines
will trigger a US response,” crowed presidential
spokesperson Salvador Panelo.

The scene was a far cry from just over two years
ago, when President Duterte made a dramatic
announcement in Beijing, during bilateral tatks with his
Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, that “America has lost
now,” and that he was “sepatating” the Philippines
from its longtime ally. (“I, in this venue, your honors.., |
announce my separation from the United States both
in military—not in social-—both in military but eco-
nomic... | am separated from them, so I will be.depen-
dent on you [China} for all time.”)

4y
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But, irony not being a strong suit in Malacafang,
Duterte officials conveniently forgot all about that
catlier declaration of "separation” as they reveled in
Pompeo’s soothing rhetoric. Locsin was all ebul-
Jience when he sald: “We are very assured, we are
very confident that the United States has, in the
words of Secretary Pompeo and the words of Presi-
dent Trump to our President, ‘We have your back.””
Pdnelo Just as giddy, added: "Oh, by just saying that

_-‘we have your back, that means ‘we-are behind you
we will support you:

"

But, in a break with their civilian colleagues
Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana and other secu-
rity officials are not as convinced about the US re-
solve, Lorenzana—who had earlier called for a
review of the treaty to evaluate if it was stili relevant
in the face of China's muscle-flexing in the re-
gion—insists that Washington should do more by
clarifying “ambiguities” in the MDT, such as what it
will do in cases of nonviolent aggression.

"We weren't attacked. Our islands were just
grabbed, Where will that fall under [the treaty]?”
asked Lorenzana. A good question-~but one that
Locsin would rather not have answers for at this
time. The treaty's “vagueness” serves as a “deter-
rent,” he said, and America’s pledge of protection
should be good enough for now, since “They will re-
spond depending on the circumstances,”

Is that position really wise? Mr. Duterte himself
had once questioned the US commitment, pointing
out that it did not stop China from building military
installations and runways on contested reefs in the
South China Sea. The US promise also comes at a
time when the erratic Trump administration is being
increasingly seen as an unreliable partner in interna-
tional commitments, having successively pulied out
of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty
with Russia, the Paris climate agreement, the United
Natlons Human Rights Council and the International
Court of Justice, and the nuclear deal with Iran, It has
even made noises about leaving Nato {(North Atlantic
Treaty Organization), the bedrock of the Western
demaocraticaltiance for ever haif a century now, H

Justa few days after Pompeo’s visit, Chinese fish-
ing vessels once again reportedly drove away Fil-
ipino fishermen from sandbars near the Philippine-
occupied Pag-asa island. How do such acts of Chinese
aggression figure into the US-Philippine alliance?
Lorenzana is right: As far as those waters and the
Philippines’ interests in them {and not only Ametri-
ca’s) are concerned, something much more than
chummyrhetoricis needed.
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Mayor Cynthia Guiani
supports BOL.

ojtabato City Mayor Frances
Cynthia Guiani recognizes that
. at}m Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM}
won in the recent plebiscite, and she is
now determined to assist and cooperat;
with the Bangsamoro Transition C om-
mission toward the successful in{ple-
mentation of the Bangsamoro Organic
Lzm: (BOL) if she is reelected as m’ayor
of Cotabato City. This is in accordance
with her interest and desire to help in
promoting speedy peace and develop-
ment of the Moro region. b
Cynthia, 54, is a lawyer, with a law
degree from the Universily of Mindanao
in Davao City. With a heavy workload
sh'e finds time to attend to her threo
children’s needs. A plus point is her
husband, Umbra Sayad’s supportin
her fadvocacies; he works with the eit %
Naft{-ronal Fire Academy. !
My fathez: was a politician too before
he became a judge,” she said. “He was
the leading councilor and he was loved
})}2:_ il‘ho. Iﬁ(}plc because he fought for
2% .l. l‘l ¥ )l S r 3 1= A Al -
ho zbo[-he?-:,g was passionate about

1.

[t was her late brother, Japal Gui-
ani, who first followed in their father’s
footsteps. He served three terms as
mayor of Cotabato Cily. On seeking re-
cloction for the third time, he asked his
younger sister to be his running mate
and scek the office of the vice mayor.

The brother-sister team was elected.
Japal, however, died of a lingering ill-
ness two years ago. Cy nthia was sworn
in as Cotabato City mayor.

She continued her brother’s pro-
prams as she also pushed her own. Her
primary objective, she told me, was “ to
fuyn the city into one of the best places
Lo live in This means the city had tobe

* safe and prosperous for her constituents.

She said the crime rate needed 1o be
Jowered to attract morc investors. Inher
two yeaus in office, she managed to help
reduce drastically the drug problem and
crime rate, She created the ronda” (Re-
vitalized OQperations and Neutralization
of Drug Addiction) beat and insisted on
the strict implementation of curfew for
minots. As a result, moderate inward
investments improved.

She also worked to increase the lit-
evacy rale of the city. She notes, “Aside
from being child-friendly, Cotabato City
has the highest literacy ratein Region 12,
I'here ate no out-of-school youths inour
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city,” she declares. .
Prestigious business organizations
judged Cotabato as one of the top three
business-friendly cilies in the country, and
the Philippine National Police considers
the city as the country’s safest city. From
a third class city, Cotabato is now basking
in a fivst class status, and is considered as
one of Mindanao’s most important citics.
She told me her city has been judged
No. 1 in the Competitiveness Index in
Region 12, and No. 4 in Mindanao, the
first being Davao, Cagayan de Oro, and-

Tagum City, and No. 17 out of a total of -

1,700 cities, .
With these accomplishments, it may
seem there isn't anything else left to
be done for the city. On the contrary,
Mayor Guiani says there is still much to
do. Hence she is running for reelection,
She is running under her own patrty,
One Kutawato, a New People’s Coalition
party. She is not officially allied with
President Duterte, but she'is in favor
of helping the administxation succeed.
*

Capitol Christian Leadership cel-
chrated its 51st anniversary Feb, 19 at
Club Filipino with the theme, “Com-
mitted Righteous Leadership Towards
a Godly I’%ilippines."

CCL was founded by the evangelist
Greg Tingson and well-known journalist
Leon O. fy {(both deceased) to promote
Christian faith, freedom and leadership.

Speakers at the anniversary celebra-
tion were Ruben T. Reyes who spoke on
leadership, and Bangko Sentral Deputy
Gov. Diwa Gunigundo, who dwelt on
the chailenges for the church to link gen-
crations. The CCL president, Dr. Leah
Paquiz, presented her view on gedly
leadership in service.

'

© Ruben Reyes is a former presiding
justice of the Coutt of Appeals, and 2
retired Associate Justice of the Supreme
‘Court. He is now vice president of the
Judicial Council of the United Method.-
ist Chuich worldwide, president of the

. Philippine National Prayer Breakfast

Foundaltion, church lay leader of Central:
Church, Manila, and adviser of CCland
Kapihan sa Club Filipino, Since his re-
tircment from the higﬁ cottrt in 2007, he

-has fully devoted his life ~ “ag payback
time to serving God and fellowmen.”

A portion of Justice Reyes’ inessage

“calls on Christians (o tell leaders of their

wrongdoing, but doing it judiciously.
He said,

“In democratic times like ours, one
need not be timid, much less tolerant,
to point out wrongdoing. On one hand,”
the quad-media ~no longer tri-media -
because of the social network - is geen
by some observers as over critical of the
admiriistration. On the other hand, a few
wonder if the President is given the cor-
rect information, let alone right advice,
on critical developments and issues.

“Thus, when we deal with the Presi-
dent, we need to be tactful, honest but
prudent. The opposite is futile - tactless,
Injudges’ parlance, we have to be judi-
cious or to exercise sound judgment.

“We ought not to be hesitant or afraid
to tell the truth, But, sometimes as an
exception, it is more effeclive if we do the
critiquing tactfully, with a keen sense of
what and how to say it that the persons
concerned will see that we are sincere,
we mean well, and have the interest of
the nation at heart.”

* * *

Email: daminifm'rew'!las@gmnfl.com
*
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Pompeo said |
| nothing new

\i fvnu E many analysls and
observers view US Sec-

retary of State Mike Pompeo's
remarks on the South China Sea
as a landmark of sorts, to my
mind, America’s top diploimat
really didn’t say anything that
hadn't already been said before:

I a news conference after his
meeting with Foreign Affairs
Secretary Teodoro Locsin, Jr.
last Triday, Pompeo said: “Any
armed attack on any Philippine
forces, aircraft or public vessels
in the South China Sea will Irig-
ger mutual defense obligations
under Article 4 of our mutual
defense treaty.”

Under Article 4 of the Mu-
tual Defense Treaty (MDT), the
United States commits to defend
the Philippines (and vice-versa)
in case of "an armed attack in the
Pacific area...”

_ Elaborating on what: "armed
- attack in the Pacificarea” means,
Atticle 5 of the treaty states that
it includes "an armed attack on
the metropolitan territory...or
on the istand territories under its
jurisdiction in the Pacific Ocean,
its armed forces, public vessels or
aircraft in the Pacific.”
Pompeo’s remarks are the lat-
est attempt to assuage the con-
cerns of Philippine officials on
the vague language of the 1951
MDT in light of the country’s
territorial disputes in the South
China Sea. I say latest because
as far back as 1999, the United
States, in a diplomatic note by
US Ambassador to the Philip-
pines Thomas C. Hubbard to
then Foreign Affairs Secretary
Domingo Siazon Jr, reiterated
the previous statement of (Clin-
tonadministration) Secretary of
Defense William Cohen that the
US considers the South China
Sea to be part of the Pacific area, £
hence, covered by the mutual
defense treaty.

' |
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The statement of Pompeo Is
- a mere reassurance (for the nth
-| tiime} by the US that it will come
10 the defense of the Philippines
in case of an armed attack in the
South China Sea. At best, Pom-

. peo’s remartks are the first open

and public affirmation of what
the US previously clarified in its
1999 diplomatic note to Philip-
pines — that the coverage of the
mutual defense treaty extends
to the South China Sea. But as
America’s top diplomat was care-
ful to point out, only in case of
an armed attack on “Philippine
forces, aircraft or public ves-
sels,” which is essentially same
verbiage in the MDT.

And therein lies the contro-
Versy.

While the text of the MDT is
subject to different interpreta-
tions, itis not clear whether the
US defense commitment applies
to Philippine-controlled ter-
ritories in the South China Sea,
considering that the Philippines
did not control these territories
at the time of the signing of the
defense pact in 1951.

Not a few of our officials
and politicians take the posi-
tion that the US is obligated
under the treaty to defend the
Philippines in a conflict over
the South China Sea dispute.
The US, however, has not given
any categorical declaration as to
the applicability of the defense
pact to the territorial row, leav-
ing many Filipinos skeptical or
anxious about America’s com-
mitment to defend the country
in the event of hostilities with

. Chinaover the disputed islands.

It is precisely this ambiguous
securily commitment that De-
fense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
wants clarified by a review of
the treaty. Personally, 1 doubt
that the US will accede to any
changes in the MDT that will
deviate from its neutral stance
over sovereignty issues in the
South China Sea.

It should be noted that the
language of Article 5 of the mu-




tual defense treaty s not umque
to the Philippines. The defense
pacts of the US with Austraha,

New Zealand and the United: .

States (the ANZUS treaty), which,
were negotlated around the
.same time ag the US- Phlhppines
alliance, contaln identical lan-
guage on geographic limlts.t
Changing the geographlc scope’
of the defense pacl would not
only mean insexting some wat
fling language to aliow for sotiie:
elbow robin. that could weaken:

- America’s obhgauons dnder the

treaty. It would dlso miean open-
ing up is other defénse pacts to
renegouation, a scenarlo the us

is unlikely to allow. - Cih

While Anterica appears. reluc-
tant to’invoke’the treaty. over,
the South-China Sea’ disputes;
it also does.not. publlcly deny.

the applicability of the defense:

pact to 4 conflict in the area; In
fact, the textof Article 5 prov1des
enotigh leeway for the alllance.
to be dctivated in certain situa-
tions in case of a Sino- Phlhppine
niilitary conflict. .- -

Tor decades, .the, US, gove:‘n- '

ment has. purposely avo:ded
clarifying its securlty’ Commit:
ment with respect to the China
Sea disputes, Iselieving — as Kiss-
inger once said — that “some
ambiguity in other: peoples
mind” is useful in that it does
not embolden the Philippines
and other claimants into esca-
lating the dispute, .or encourage
China irito thinking it was given
afiee hand inthe area. = -,

Givefr America's inclination
{o create "strategic ambiguity”,
over the applicability of the al-
liance to the South Chiha Sea
dispute; Secretary Locsin was
tight to forego the review of the
defense deal. “In vagueness Hes
uncestainty - a deterrent. Speci-
ficity invites evasion and actions
outside the MDT framework,”
Locsin explained. -

({("

Washington's repeated assur-

“ances that it would assist Mamla

in case of an armed aggressmn
it the South ChinaSea-is alk

- that the country can expect and

hope for, Whether we like it
or not, America will not.risk a .
confrontation with Beijing om
Philippine ﬁshmg nghts orto
defend our country’s claim to

" uninhabited rocks of little sira’
i'teglc importance to the us.

“The only real concein of the

Us in 'the south' China:Seq
s freedom of navigation:. As

Pompeo emphasized during his'
visit to Manila, the US wants to
make sure that the South China
Sea temains open to all kinds
of navigation. and ‘that “Ching

~ does not pose.a threat” to clos-

ing down “these: mcredlbly vnal
economic sea lanes.” .
Nevertheless, the assurance by
the US that Philippine “armed
forces, publicvessels oralrcrat’ in

* the South ChinaSeaare protected

By the MDT serves as a valuable
deterrent to China's anfiexation
of l’htllppme-occupied islets and
reefs. Although somie quarters
question the ; relevance of the
treaty in view of unfoldmggeopo
litlcal realities, 'm sure China also
realizes it would be foolbardy-to,
test Americas secuiity guarantee
in the South China Sea.
Lorenzana should therefore
stop making threats about scrap-
ping the defense deal. We need
it more than America does. And
it's better tohave an alliance deal
than none at all. :
What Lorenzana shotld do
instead is to work on specific,
clarifications on the MDT that
are necessary to meet present-
day security challenges rather
than pushing for the improbable
overhaul of the defense pact.

1
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The time for clarity is now!

MUS'T confess T have no idea

at all as to what kind of game

plan or straregy President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte aka Digong
is playing with respect to the 1951
Mutual Defense “Treaty (MIYE)
with the US in particular and to
PH-US relations in genceral..

But I believe the fime for game
plang, if indeed there is onc, is over,
Instead, the time for clatity is now!
He cannot, should not, say one
thing one day and another the next.
We do not have the wherewithal to
do thar. We will wind up the ulk-
ntate foser in that kind of strategy.

I do not care if he hitsclf or his
minions tell me T have no business
telling him what to do. But as a
citizen who loves this country no
tess than he or anybody else does,
I feel T have the right, nay the dury,
to say what I believe he should do
as the leader Tsupported and voted

-for back in 2016}

ile should not keep making
conflicting statements and allowing
discordant voices from among his
subordinates on the very crucial
issue of defense relations with the
United States.

On the MIYL, Digong said re-
ceatly: “Ayaw kong matali maski
kanino, maski sa Amerikano, Kasi
kung may maglali sa iyo, pwede ka
ma sabiban kupg anong gusto nila.”

Previously, on the issue of the
presence of US wnops in the
country, he said: “ realty hate it [
dow’t want it, We don’t need it The
1S should not trear the Philippines
like a “dog with a leash’.”

Both sratements are consistent
whth his vow to pursue an indepen-
dent foreign policy as mandated by
the Constitution.

Bur, atas, after US Scereary of
State Mike Pompeo “expressed

confidence in the steength of
Phifippines-US alliance,” Digong
“reaflirmed the stengrh” of that
alliance.

Pompeo, a mere cabinet sec-
reeary, was accorded the anpree-
edented and undeserved honor
of being received by no less than
our head of srate. In Villhamor Ai
Base at that!

We know thar breaching proto-
col is enc of Digong’s maits. Bue
there are iimes when his advisers,
pacticularly his foreign sceretary,
should ell binm when such a breach
attains greater meaning and signifi-
cance. A head of siate simply docs
not teceive a mere cabinet member
of a foreign country! ‘Fhar indi-
cates a servile ardtude and awe
twwards the country represented
by Pompeo.

[ coutd only sutmise that maybe
he was scheduled to ly o Davao
that same night and since he would
be there when Pompea arrives,
why not meet him?

But that's precisely the point T

D/goz/g caniof, J/J'OI//(! nol, ra)*
e ane thing one day and anether
T the next We dv ot have the
wherewithal fo do that, We
will wind up the nitimate loser
in that kind of strategy.”

GROSSHAIRS

am making, He didn’t have to do
that, Pompeo’s counterpart was
already there o receive him. If
Digong waneed a message deliv-
cred to Pompeo, he could have just
instructed the lauer’s counterpart
o do it

Or Pompeo could have easily
gone to Malacafiang or flown to
Davao to make a courtesy call on
him the following dayl  Whether
ot not that would have been in-
convenient for Pompeo is not his
problem,

But what I find most unscttling
is that Digong scems to have taken
Pompeo’s words at face value, as
deoes his fareign secreraty, Teodoro
*lweeter” Locsin Jr, Such com-
mitments that atfect the nation’s
security and well-being should be
reduced in writing!

‘TWEETER' LOCSIN
Speaking of “lweeter” Logsin,

I am now convinced thar he is not
only insufferably arrogant and so

fullof himself. Heisalso an insuf
ferable “Amboy”

Asked if he is in favor of a
review of the MIDT, T.ocsin said
no. He expressed confidence the
US is committed to her obligations
under the Treaty. How najvel Tsn't
he aware that the US has declared
herself “neutral” in the territorial
disputes in the South China Sca/
West Philippine Sea? Did Pompen
say that that posture has changed?

“We are very assured, we are
very confident that the United
States, as in the words of Sccretary
Pompeo and the words of Presi-
dent Trump to our President, ‘we
have your back’,” Locsin gushed.

“1 believe in the old theory de-
Lerrence., .. in vagueness lie (sic) the
best deterrence,” he added.

That’s bulls..t! Vagueness means
no assurance, petiod!

‘Thatis why I agree with Defense
Secretury Delfin Lotenzana when
he said “thete is still a need to re-
view” despite Pompeo’s statement,

Interestingly, Lorenzana report-
Ldly descrilied Locsin’s statement a

“revelation” and as “the secretary’s
own point of view as a diplomat.”
Diplomat?!

He said he wants a review to
make the MDT “attuned” with
the current security sitwation jn
the region, precisely to iton out the

vague provisions in it,
s

'

Incidentally, Locsin also made
the ludicrous, if vot brainless,
claim that conflicting views
within the adiministration on the
review of the MIYT do not show
division bur a “big brajn.” Again,
that’s bhullsh...tl

Ona mateer of such crucial sig-

» lage BS
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nificance to the future and security
of the nation, it is doubly impor-
tant to show to the other party that
there is unity of purpose on the
part of the administration, Such
dissension in the ranks will only
give the other party the opportu-
nity to exploit it to its advantage,
Obviously, Loesin doesn’t know
that. As the cliché goes, in union
there is strength.

Too, Locsin wants the US to re-
arm our military. Docesn’t he know
that his Boss had alteady said in
categorical terms his position on
the matter? Hindi yata nagbabasa
ng diatiol :

“Twill not agree to buy (from the
1$). Irdoesn'tlook guod. Tedoes not
sit well with the Filipinos that they
will treat you that way and you just
obey... If you buy from China or
maybe Russia, you will be included in
the embargo, you cannot trade with
Ametrica,” Digong said.

e

‘The P64 question is, where is

with the US and other countries.
What is “Tweeter” Locsin do-
ing about thi;;? Our embassy in
Washington? No less than Presi-
deat Digong and former Speaker
Pantaleon Alvarez advocated this.

3. The remurn of the Canadian
waste, | wonder why “Tweeter”
Locsin hasn't tweeted on this is-
sue till now. He tweets on almost
anything that strikes his fancy (pati
ba naman taho-throwing by a Chi-
nese national which he dismissed
as trivial), but nothing on a very
important and stinking matter like
the Canadian garbage, especially
after the South Korean govern-
ment took back their waste.

Recently, 10 Canadian envi-
ronmental groups urged Prime
Minister Justin “Trashy” Trudean
ina letter to take back 103 contain-
ers of garbage itlegally dumped
on our shores more than five
years ago which “is a violation of
Canada’s obligations under the UUN
Basel Convention on the Control

Digong in these conflicting state-
ments of his two main advisers on
the jssue?

His spokesmat Salvador- Pan-
elo reportedly said Malacafiang is
pleased over the assurance by Pom:
peo that the US “has our back,”
after saying carlier that there is still
need t review the MDT,

Was he instructed by Digong to
change his eatlicr statement? 1f so,
then it would appear that Digong
is contradicting his own position
that he does not want any altiance
with anyone, be it the US, Russia or
China which, in my view, would be
the most beneficial to the country.
Or is thac still part of whatever his
game plan is? : '

1 believe Digong owes it to the
Filipino people to now clearly,
categorically, and finally seate what
his real position is on the MDT
in particular, and on PH-US rela-
tions in gencral, while time is still
on his side.

. we

I wish to reiterate at this point

my oft-repeated view that the best

of Transboundary Movement
of Hazardous Wastes and their
Disposal.”

R

Today is the 3t1th day of the
twelfth year of the enforced disap-
pearance of Jonas Burgos, son of
the late press icon and founder of
this newspaper, Joe Burgos.

After the acquittal of Major Harry
Baliaga, jr., the only persou formally
charged with Jonas® kidnapping,
guess what happens next is now up
to Divine Providence,

In this regard, the government
may or may not succeed in asking
the UN Working Group on En-
forced and Veluntary Disappear-
ances in Bosnia and Herzegovina's
capital of Sarajevo to delist from
its records some 625 cases of invol-
uniary disappearartces in the countty.
As far as I am concerned, however,
mention of Jonas disappearance will
stay in this space as long as I have it
or until such time as his abductors
are caught and punished.

Aok

I'rom an internet friend:

thing for the country is to abrogate
the MIDT and its adjuncts, the
constitutionally infirm Visiting
Forces Agreement (VFA) and the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement (BDCA), for reasons
I have already enumerated in past
calumns, (Check my Facebook
link below)
ek

REMINDERS

This segment is intended to re-
mind the Duterte administration of
some of its yet unfulfilled promises
and matters that need attention and/
or follow-up action, More impor-
tantly, the people ate entitled to
know what's being done about them,

1. Digong’s promise to sid the

“country of foreign troops. This,

of course,

necessitates abrogating the
MDT and the lopsided and con-
stitutionally infirm VEFA and the
EDCA,

2, Reciprocal visa artangements

A man flops dewn on a subway
seat next to a priest. The man's
tie is statned, his face is plastered
with red lipstick, and a haif-empty
botile of gin sticks out of his torn
coat pocker.

He opens his newspaper and be-
gins reading. After a fow minutes,
the disheveled guy turns to the
pricst and asks, “Say, Uather, what
causes arthritis?”

“It’s caused by loose tving,
cheap women and too much al-
coholl”

“Well, 'll be damned!” the
drunk mutters, returning to his
papet.

T'he priest thinks about what
he has said, nudges the man and
apologizes. “I'm very sorry. |
shouldn’t have been so unpleasant
about it. Tell me, how long have
you had arthritis?”

“I don't have it, Father, [ was
just reading here that the Pope
does!”

ik

hetps:/ /www.facebook.com/

reynaldoareilla, 9847




This editerial is not intended to glorify ex-
Prestdent Ferdinand Marcos. Its purpose is to show
the duplicity of ex-President Benigno Aquino 11
when he spoke ab the ceremony marking the 33rd
anniversary of the so-called 1988 BDSA revolution,
which ended the Marcos administration replacing

-t with the ihicompetent and vindiclive regime of
President Corazon Cojuangeo Aquino,
T, T The crowd that joined
144 Aquino III at the ceremony
Under Marcos, was so thin that the non-event

conimunist ended in just a eouple of hours,
troublemakers Former President Fidel
lthe Jose Ma. Ramos and ex-Sen, Juan

Stson were kept  Ponce Enrile, who wore main
in detention. Mrs. Dlayers in that event, were
Aquino released  ahsent. Even President Rodrigo
Sison when she  Duterte ignored the activity.
was president, Many students who welcore
breaks from regular school
days asked their parents why 26 February was even
declared a non-working holiday., .

The 1986 uprising led to the ouster of President
Marcos from power, Well, it Ias beon 33 years since
that happened and, quite frankly, nobody gives a
damn about that event anymore mainly beeause its
sole objective of removing Mavcos from office came
and went.

There arve also many who helieve it is downright
absurd to celebrate the replacement of the
authovitartan government under Mr. Marcos with a

single public hospital was cstablished during the
administration of both Aquinos,

In accordance with the -
constitutionally mandated €6
separation of Chureh It has been 83
and State, Marcos kept pears sinee that
his distance from chuich happened and...
leaders. Mrs. Aquino popogy gives @ damn
allowed Manila Avchbishop qpout that event
Q_In.lme Gal'(lmal' |Sm to anymore mainly
influence her decisions. because its sole

During the Marcos obfective of removing

watch, the Depmtment of
o Marcos from affice
Health (Dell) took care of came and twent.

the well-being of indigent
Filipinos. Under Aquine III, the Dol got entangled
in a controversy over deadly vaccinations,

Mareos ordered a land reform program for all
arable land without any ifs and buts. Mrs. Aquino's
Comprchensive Agrarian Reform Program covered
every parcel of arable land in the Philippines except
her family's ITactenda Luisita,

Metropolilan Manila under

Marcos was the tourist
v (estination of choice in
all of Southcast Asia.

i During the

'

R i

Page: g

worse gne under Mrs. Aquino, -

Anyway, Aquino I told his supporters at
the ceremony that the EDSA uprising must be
remembered so that the dark years of the Mavcos

govermment will never returit to haunt the. land or-

werds to that effeet, That statement has got to be

-the most longuein-cheek remark this ex-President -

has said inrecent times. .

~ Onaccount of the miserable failure of Mrs, Aquino
to work for the best interests of the nation, Aquino
s speech only glorifics EDSA as the boulevard of
broken dreams.

Actually, the 1086 EDSA uprising is better
remembered by discussing the accomplishments of
Marcos, which the Aquinos and their allies ignored
of belittled,

Under Mavcos, the Philippine passport was
respected on sight, When the Aquinos were In power,
our passport becamo identified with the thousands
of Fillpino overseas workers who sought employment

. abroad beeause the Aquines could not provide them
"~ work at home,

Public housing under Marcos was not a problem,
thanks mainly to tho Ministry of Human Settlemonts.
Squatters proliferated in Metropolitan Manila under
both Aquinos. ’

Nuwmerous public hospitals were. construeted
under Marcos like the Philippine Heart Center,
Tang Center, Kidney Center and the Children's
Hospital. The Philippine General Hospital
got a big annex huilding, Not a

time of Aquine IIl, nwmerous natfons issued

advisories divecting (heir nationals to avoid going to

the Philippines for safely reasons. :

Marcos allowed detained political opposition
leader Benigno “Ninoy" Aguino Jr. to leave the
Philippines to undergo triple-heart hypass surgery in
the United States, Aquino I refused Lo let detained
ex-President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo seek medical
treatment abroad.

Under Marcos, communist troublemakers like
Jose Ma, Sison were kept in defention. Mrs. Aquino
released Sison when she was president. Today, Sison
continues to create problems for the Philippiaes from
his hoadquarters in ‘the Nethetlands.

Marcos kept the separatist movement in Mindanao
atbay, Aquino I almost succeeded in dismembering
Mindanao by creating a substate in the Island through
his ill-concelved Bangsamore Basic Law.

During his time, Marcos was the recognized boss of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, As president,
Aquino 11l comported himself like a stooge of Malaysia,

As commanderinchief of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines, Marcos made swe that easualties
among military personnel were kept to a minimum,
Under Aquino 111, military personnel at Mamasapano
in Maguindanac were 1'cc@essly allowed to be
massacred by the encmy.

The list continues but, this editortal has limited
space so alt this will have to do for now,

Marcos feats the Aquinos ignored

r
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It also
should be
stressed
that
Leonen
was named
by then
President
Noynoy
Aquino
as chief
governinent
negotiator
in the
peace
talks with
the Moro
Islamic
Liberation

Front,

March 2010

Will he or won't he?

If he still won't, he
certainly should —recuse
himself from the case -
filed in the Supreme
Cowrt by the Philippine
Conslitution Associatlon .
(Philconsa) against |
SC Associato Justice
Marvic Leonen, which
secks the High Court's
declaration of the

Law (BOL) as null and
void,

Truth is Justice Leonen, who
was carlier named the ponente in
this case, should tmmediately have
inhibited himself from this BOL
constitulional challenge, -

Delicadeza should have
prompted Leonen to recuse himself
from the case and the reasons for

his inhibition are solid, However,

delicadeza appoars to be sorely
lacking in Leonen and, apparently,
even constitutionality i this caso
does not seem to matter to this
justice, considering the faet that
the government operates under a
presidential systam of government
and the Bangsamoro government

FRONTLINE

Bangsamoro Organic NinezZ Ca,ChD'Ohvares

parliamentary system,
‘which is certainly at
odds with the form

the present central
government-works, -

in the, Phileonsa
petition, it said that
“It is an irrefragabie
fact, that prior lo his
appeintment to the
Supreme Cottrt as
Associate Justice in November
2012, Justice Leonen was named
in July 2010 as the Philippine
government's  chief negotiator
with the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF), which culminated
in the Framework Agreement on
the Bangsamoro -- which was done
and initiated on 12 October 2012 in

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysla and signed -

in Manfia on 16 October 2012,

Also cited was the rule on
disqualification of judges laid down
in Rule 137, Section | of the Riles
of Court.

Given this rule, Philconsa
argucd that Leonen was prohibiled,
not ondy by the Constitution *hut
by the Rules from taking patt in
any deliberations or proceedings...
on the constitutionalily of the RA
(Republic Act) 110054 abolishing
the ARMM, a creation of the 1087
Constitution and creating the
BARMM (Bangsamero Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao),
acting in excess of and/or with
grave abuse of discretion, therefore,
il and void.”

operates under a.

and system of tho way- -

As pointed out’

How to solve a problem like Leonen?

There ave more constitutional
problems, such as Congress, both

“the Senate and the Houss, illegally

and unconstitutionally amending
the 1987 Constitution. through
mere legislation. Yet Leonen, then
the yellow President’s appointed
chief negotiator, then a dean in
the University of the Philippines
Collcge of Law shoudd have known
ab that time. that amending the
Charter through meve legislation is
patenily unconstitutional,

' But Leonen was riehly
rewarded for his work
- as chief government
peace negotiator,
; a5 Aquino quickly
fappuinted hhn to tha
High Court, replacing
then junior justice
Ma. Lourdes Sereno,
.who was elevated to
the SC as its chief
Jjustice but eventually
ousted, replacing
then Chief Justice
Renato Corona, who
was impeached and
convicted as plotted by
the vindictive yellow
President through the




high erime of bribing the members
of Congress with billions of public
money — crimes for which Aquino
and his Budgel Chlef Butch Abad
should be tried and imprisoned,

It also should be stressed
that Leonen was named by then
President Noynoy Aquino as
chief government negotiator in
the peace talks with the MILF,
which agreement was heartily

“endorsed by Leonen, despite the

many constitutional flaws it had
and which, at that time, was not
received well by the Mindanaoans
and also by non-Mushm Filipinos.

To recall, tho peace agresment
with the MILF at that time also
called for a prime minister (now
renamed chief minister to make it
sound less odious) under a political
framework, :

There are more BOL provisions
that can certainly be challenged
before the SC, but as long as Leonen
refuses Lo inhibit himself, there
will be no credibility in his and the
tribunal’s ruling — especially if the
BOL is upheld by the High Court.

Philconsa now soeks the recusal
of Leonen from pariicipating in
the consideration of the case In
consonance with the announcement
of the court and his earlier acts
from participating in the Philconsa
vs Philippine Government charge.

Named respondents by
Philconsa are Senate President
Vicente “Tito” Sotto III, House
Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
and Executive Secretary Salvador
Medialdea of the Offico of the
Presidendt.

K“D

———---=- Philconsa seeks
(14 the High Court's
As long lssuance of a

' as Leonen temporary restraining
refuses order against the
to inhibit - mplementation of the

himself,  law, which creates
there will  the BARMM in place

be no of the Autonomous
- credibifity Region in Muslim
in his Mindanao. -

-and the The High Cowrt has

tribunal’s “sat on this case for

“ruling, - too long a iimo and

s0 does Leonen who
should have recused himself from
the case immediately instead of
waiting for Philconsa’s demand for

his inhibition.
* 'This is what delicedgen requires,

especially as the SC already
released a statement in 2016 that
Lepnen should voluntarily inhibit
h_imself from all pending and future
cases related to the Framework and
Comprehenstve Agreements on the
Bangsamore and the Bangsamoro

- DBasie Law or the BOL.

Will Lecnen recuse himself
voluntarily or not? If not, then the
High Court should, as a body, kick
Leonen out from the ease,
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-How can
the public
trust any
politician
with a
knack for
Sfakery
and
publicity
stunts
Jor whom
Julsehoods
are
second
nature?

sm, March 2019

Arguing with losers

If a debale were organized .

hetweén the candidates of Hugpong

ng Paghabagoe and the losing bets

from the floundering Liberal Parly
(LP) led by a front-runner aptly
labeled: an incompetent, then the

.. downsides for the latier mlghLJusL .

be overwhelming.
From the perspective of the
winning slate, with most of its

candidates eomforiably tucked.

among the Magic 12, a debate
witht losers would be unwise and a
waste of time as it would cffectively
be granting unknowns. visibility
as well as credlibility whero none
exist, More important is the fact
that providing fora for politicos who
have not only been inconsistent but
have the propensily to brazenly lo
doas not augur well for anyone.

If the LP wants a debale
then they should debate among
themselves. There are quite a
nuimbor of conflicting and negating
issues among them where some
have been either inconsistent
or have on numerous occasions
outrightly lied to tho public. Their
contradictions alone show how the
diverse rainbow community they
offer is in rveality a coltection of
pelitical hypoerites.
~ Inthe case of their front-runner
whe sivaddles the outer fringes
of the Magic 12, ithe falsehoods,
denials, contradictions and
inconsistencies have long been
rovealed. It is to the eredit of the
LI that he's chosen to distance
himself from their campaign routes.
Recalling his campaign to confest
Rodrigo Duterte, how can the
public trust any politician with
a knack for fakery and publicity
stunts for whom falschoods are
second nature?

Allow us to analyze the positions
of the LP candidates if only to

‘might argue among

“foreign military

" our territory for any

preview issues they

themselves,

One former
congressman, an
avowed advocate of the
Priorily Development
Assistance Fund, who's .-
taken left-of- centel and -

nationalist positions FE PR, PR

in the past might do BYSTANDER

Dean de la Paz

woll to engage. his
fellow candidate, a
convicted coup plotter who not
only took up arms against duly
constituted authorily and the
Constitution hut had likewise
trashed Filipino sovereignty by
aggressively advocating for the
Enhanced Defense Coopclatlon
Agreement (EDCA).

Visibly tainted with ~~ -
shades of treason, €€
the EDCA surrenders  [f the
soverelgnly and places  Liberal .
Filipinos at extreme Parly -
risk by allowing a wants e

debate

then they
should
debale
among
themselves,
There are
quite a
nember of
conflicting
and
neqeling
{ssues
amony
them,

power to build and
operate facilities on
Philippine military
bases, thus painting
a large target inside

third-party adversary
who might not even
be our enemny.
Another LP
candidate, the party's
celebrity look-alike
and Ninoy Aquino
impersonator, who
advocates for free
collegiate education would do well
to read and understand RA 1093,
the Universal Access to Quality
Tertiary Kducation Act, to show
that his DNA might be a tad more
clevetoped than his cousin’s.

Moreover, since he
voted against a hero’s
burial for a dictator
and then supported an
attempt to perpetuate

. an-ousted Supreme
Court appointeo
whose colleagues
found to have dublous
credentials, he would
have a lot to answer for
in a debate on values
“and principles.

Jose Manuel Diokno, an educator
and human rights advocate, vows to
run after eriminals, rich or poor.
Iiis specific advocacy bhehooves
asking what specific legislation
might he author to ensure against
corruption scandals such as the
Metro Hall Transit-3 maintenance
confract seam, the multibillion
peso Mahindra contract, the
Dengvaxia malversation and
the missing and unaceounted
“Yolandla” rehabilitation funds - all
perpetrated under the LP.

What legislation might he write
to ensure liars who deceived us to
protect themselves and hide their
guilt in the Zamboanga siege and
the Mamasapano massacre are held
accountable?

Finding answers to these
questions pits Diokno against his
party mates and their cndorser
Benigne Aquine IIT whe faces quite
a nwmber of -corruption cases that
would be all for naught should the
LP win and control the Senate, Given
the LP% insidious ploy to escape
accountability for criminality and
corruption committed under the
Aquino administration, these debate
jssues roquire answers.

Otherwise, as platforins cancel
out and result in a zero sum, taken
as a whole, the LP candidates
effectively amount to nothing.
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ONLINE NEWS
05 MARCH 2019
JGSDF chief visits PH Army counterpart

By Priam Nepomuceno March 4, 2019, 2,22 pm

MANILA -- Japan Ground Self Defense Force (JGSDF) chief of staff, Gen. Koji Yamazaki, and his party
formally paid a visit to Philippine Army {PA) commander, Lt. Gen. Macairog Alberto at Fort Bonifacio,

Taguig City Monday.

The purpose of the visit is to reinforce the two country’s strategic partnership and exchange insights on
mutual interests,

The Philippines and Japan signed the Memorandum on Defense Cooperation and Exchanges in
January 2015.

The agreement is meant to provide a framework for defense cooperation between the two defense
ministries and their respective armed forces.

Cn June 8, 2015, the Philippine Army — Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Terms of Reference was
signed, strengthening the friendly refations and cooperation while promoting open discussion of subjects
of mutual interest for both armies.

As a result, the PA-JGSDF Working Group was established as a platform for both armies to plan or
develop bilateral engagements that will enhance capabilities, interoperability and promote discussions of

topics which are of mutual interest or mutually beneficial.

Yamazaki started his military career in 1983 as an army engineer later hoiding various key positions in
the engineer field of specialization of the JGSDF.

Before assuming the leadership of JGSDF on August 2017, Yamazaki served as the Commanding
General of the Northern Army in July 2016, he was also the Vice Chief of Staff of the Joint Staff in 20158,

He led the 9th Division as its Commanding General on August 2014, and he also served as the
Commanding General of the 4th Engineer Brigade in 2008.

The two army chiefs expressed both their nation's willingness to continue the exchange of information as
both countries recognize each other's expertise particularly in humanitarian assistance and disaster

response.

The JGSDF chief aiso recognized the PA's counter-terrorism efforts during the Marawi siege and the
leadership decisions that helped resolve the crisis.

"My visit implies that my country recognizes the Philippines as a significant strategic partner in East
Asia," Yamazaki said.

“I'm very honored to be here to strengthen our bilateral relations,” he added.

For his part, Alberto said he is optimistic that the visit of the JGSDF chief will boost the bilateral
cooperation between Japan and the Philippines.
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“Both armies can learn from each other's experiences in terms of counter-terrorism and humanitarian
assistance and disaster response through the conduct of training exchanges. We will continue the
cooperation with renewed vigor in order to better tackle the various security challenges that both our
countries are facing,” he added.

Also on Monday, Yamazaki also made a courtesy call on Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-
of-staff Gen. Benjamin Madrigal Jr. in Camp Aguinaldo.

During the visit, the maturity and development of AFP-JSDF military engagements have been
emphasized, which includes the active service-to-service exchanges through the concluded Defense

Cooperation Agreement.
The visit also reviewed all army-to-army engagements between the Philippine Army and JGSDF.

“The visit of the JGSDF Chief of Staff and the Defense Cooperation Agreement between AFP and JSDF
encouraged more high-level or mid-level exchange visits in the future” Col. Noel Detoyato, AFP public

affairs office chief, said in a separate statement.

Madrigal also expressed his appreciation on the donated spare parts and other excess military
equipment from Japan to the Philippines, which greatly contributed to the advancement of AFP’s

capability.

During his three-day visit which will last until Wednesday, Yamazaki is also set to meet with Defense
Undersecretary for Defense Policy Ricardo David Jr. {PNA)

www.pha.gov.ph
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PH Army gets mortars, assault rifles from
US

By Priam Nepomuceno March 4, 2019, 1:45 pm

MANILA -- The 44 mortars acquired by the Philippine Army (PA) through the US military assistance
program was formally delivered at the PA Headquarters in Fort Bonifacio Sunday.

This was bared by Army spokesperson, Lt. Col. Ramon Zagala in a statement Monday.

This is aside from the 80 assauit rifles provided by the US government through the same assistance
program.

Assault rifles are the primary direct fire weapons used by infantry units participating in armed battles
against the enemy, while mortars are indirect fire weapons mainly used to support the infantry.

"The PA expresses its gratitude to the US government in granting the assault rifles that will greatly
improve the fighting skills of our frontline troops," Zagala said. (With reports from Darwin C. Pesco,
OJT/PNA)

www.pna.gov.ph
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ROTC grads can help in clean-up drives

By Priam Nepomuceno March 4, 2019, 11:49 am

MANILA -- Aside from beefing up the number of troops and helping in disaster response missions,
Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) graduates can also help the government in its ongoing efforts
to clean the country's vast coastal areas.

This was bared by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief Col. Noel Detoyato
when asked Sunday on whether or not the ROTC can be tapped in the ongoing efforts to clean Manila
Bay and other coastal areas.

"The ROTC, aside from the trainings to become citizen scldiers and prepare them for HADR
{humanitarian assistance and disaster relief} duties, can set the example in caring for the environment
by participating in clean-up drives both in coastal areas and forest reserves," Detoyato said in a

message to the Philippine News Agency.

Earlier, Department of National Defense (DND) spokesperson Arsenio Andolong said the country is
planning to have reservist units, which can be activated in a moment's notice if needed.

"It is this state of readiness that we would like to achieve through the revival of mandatory ROTC along
with the instiing of discipline, patriotism and love of country in our current youth and the other
generations to come," he said in a message to the Philippine News Agency.

Since ROTC graduates are part and parcel of the AFP's Reserve Force, along with the Ready and
Standby Reserves, Andelong said the former can be directed to report to their respective reserve units,
which may be tasked to do any or all of the following when a contingency arises:

* Serve as a base for expansion of the regular force in the event of war, invasion or rebellion;
* Assist the government in relief and rescue operations in the event of calamities or disasters;
* Assist the government in socio-aconomic development and environmental concerns;

* Assist in the operation and maintenance of essential government and private utilities (e.g. power,
telecommunications, and water).

"When analysts profile and examine the military strength of adversary nations, they pay special attention
to the quality and quantity of their reserve forces. Israel and Singapore, for instance, maintain a relatively
small regular force to maintain the armed forces but they have a large and very capable number of
reservists who can be activated in a moment's notice," the DND spokesperson stressed.

House Bill 8961 seeks to amend for the purpose Republic Act 7077 or the Citizen Armed Forces of the
Philippines Reservist Act.

Under the proposed measure, ROTC training would apply to “all students in Grades 11 and 12 in all
senior high schools in public and private educational institutions.”

The bill alsc states that ROTC training shall be a requirement for graduation.
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As provided for, the following students may be exempted: those who are physically or psychologically
unfit; those who have undergone or are undergoing similar military training; those who are chosen by
their school to serve as the school's varsity players in sports competition; and those who may be
exempted from training for valid reasons as approved by the DND, upon recommendation by an
educational institution where the concerned student is enrolled.

The proposed measure also strictly prohibits the use of ROTC training for “political” objectives and for
teaching and instiling a particular political ideology on students. House Bill 8961 aiso specifically bans
hazing and other forms of physical or mental abuse. (PNA)
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Military willing to help victims of NPA
atrocities

By Priam Nepomuceno March 4, 2019, 11:34 am

MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is more than willing to help individuals or groups
victimized by New People's Army (NPA) atrocities.

Col. Noel Detoyato, AFP public affairs office chief, said the military is more than willing to help
individuals or groups wanting to charge the communist rebels in court for the atrocities they suffered.

He issued this comment when asked what the AFP can do to make communist rebels liable for the
crimes they have committed over the years.

"The AFP can assist those groups who wants to formally charge the CPP-NPA-NDF (Communist Party
of the Philippines-New People's Army-National Democratic Front) with formal complaints in our local
courts and by using the provisions of IHL (International Humanitarian Law) in the International Courts
and the UN tribunal by providing them with records of incidents of violation of human rights and
provisions of IHL," Detoyato said in @ message to the Philippine News Agency Sunday.

Earlier, the AFP official said the NPA attacks and destruction of civilian targets highlights its aim of
pressuring businesses to give in to their extortion plans.

The wanton attacks also highlighted the communist rebels’ terroristic inclinations, he added.

"The burning spree of heavy equipment being perpetrated by the CPP-NPA (Communist Party of the
Philippines-New People's Army) is meant to continue with their terrarism plans and to pressure the
companies to give in to their extortion demands,” Detoyato said.

The NPAs also target the equipment of construction companies because they are soft and undefended
and destroying them will delay and prevent the government from bringing basic services to rural

communities.

The NPA is listed as a terror organization by the United States and the European Union. (PNA)
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