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~ President Duterte and visiting Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Moha-
mad emphasized yesterday the importance of {reedom of niavigation and aver-
flight in-the South China Sea in mapintaining peace and progress inthevegion, . ...
‘which is giappling with tetritorial disputds as well as China’s muscle-flexing,

“Emerging from an-expanded bilateral
~meeting at the Aguinaldo State Dining.
~Roomy; Dutterte saict hie and the 93-year
_* Malaysian leader also copimitted: to

-serve the“rule-of flaw” and internat
rules in handling disputes, -
= Mahathir began his thiee-day state visit -

ional

to the Philippines on Wednesday, -
"We emphasized the importance of

- madittainaig did promoting peace, secu-
ty, stability, safely and freedom of navi< -
gation-and {light' over the South Chinia

rity

Seq, as.well as the peacéful setttement of

dispuites,” Duterte sai ?Q:ﬁd:ihg_;f:l'(}m a
jointstatement with Mahathirat the star
~of the state bangu o

SN .affirmed_ OUE. commi_ljﬁ'ent 1o

collaborate in ‘regional and nultilateral
" platforins, particu

larly within ASEAN
to advance the rule-of la
Asia and beyond,” Dute

wilhout resort 1o the th

:'s_]

SoE{ored, in

~avcordance withtheuniveia iy sbogritzed

principles of international Jaw,”

RS R A i s e ST o R

“The Philippines and "h’lajéy:{ia _dre
e : Turn‘te Page ¢
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. Vietnam
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Us

_ assurance. of
the Philippines 54

“called “ownershiip” in the South -

‘China:Sea so°that other claim-

- -ants can start efforts to.develop: " is

Am-

the'area,

The other day, Chinese
“bassador Zhao fianhiua also
voiced his counfry’s commit

et to: peace ‘and’ st

theSouth Clhina Sea, -

.. Alfter his meeting with Dy-
terte, Mahathir revealed Malay- -

‘sia‘1s upbeat abott the crealion

of a new Bangsanioro region it -
- Mindanao~a development that-
. he hopes would'lead to more’

robust economic coopeération:

. - Hestressed Malaysia would.
~“continue to heélp the Philippines.
‘develop, Mindanao, where:

many areas ate still scarted by

-decades of armed conflict, | -
Given the. vast economic
ntial of this atea, L believe
establishment. of the

- Bangsamoto Autonomous Re-
 glon “in Muslira: Mindanao or
BARMM, we have to ' boost

economic ties between both

- counities. [ therefore assured
© M President of Malaysia's de-.

sire to coritinue.to be of helpin
the development of Mindanao,”
Mahathirsaid, = '

mants in'the *

South China.Sea, alog with -
- China, Taiwan, Fadonesia and - 1
S R e

) '-rééiogi-él-:ﬁéé'eurity;,-',‘ angs
: -'tﬁ*:\“fﬂkﬂ of US Sce-- - thori
retary of State:Mike Pompeo’s i

‘Mindanao voters it two pleb
- scites held this ?(ear BOLigthe

commit- . a

C A , and stability in'
- the region. He batted for the e

“need to'work on a Code of
Conduct-among China arid
ASEAN coyntrfes in relationto -

“an

product of the faridriark peace
At t-sigried byithe g

- The new:region will replace

revenues, The BTA, which has
80 members, assumed leader-

ship over BARMM last Teb,

26 and will serve gs.its interiny

reglonal government until June
A2008 T e e

i Malathir vegarded: his visit
" ag ’fur_théi‘i.bo]stcri_ng ‘the "high -
-level of friendship” with the
“Philippines. S

= “Malaysia expects. to:be

- friendly with:the Philippines.
“all the fimic and alse we expect

-that we can extend any. elp -

that we:may be able to extend

{orresolve some of theproblems

facediin the south of the Philip-

pities island ~ in°Mindanao,"

the prime thinister said.

“We know that. such igsir
gencies onl[y_ weaken hations -
only peace brings about wealth
' c{ prosperity,” Mahathir said,

referring to the deécades-long

‘confli
" A

t::- 1o development. And becatise

the there will be no' development

o i a certaln area, thel
;. n

“thi

-ernment.and the Moro. Islamic -
“Liberation Tront (MILE) in 2014,

oiston aid
“the ARMM and will have great-.
- ershare in national povernment -

ct'in Miidan

Ag long as there

! there will be
cisparities between different -
And this, of comse, stands

- ivthe way of good governance
d- - asiwell-as development of the
o - country” Mahathirsaid;
. He said e is'glad that the
ugh - "prolonged stiupgle has ended
e - with peace and now the people

of Mindanao have catise to cel-
ate as muclias the people in
ost of the Philippines.
Theachievenient of some-
ing thatwas nearly ithpogsi-
le before, Now there is piace
wMindanao and thore s a

. formy of refationship belween
- tle different.parts of the Phil-
.?-iﬁ}i’_iﬁes'wﬁic " atgurs well for
t

¢ development and growth
of the Philippines,” Mahathir




ment- in"Malaysia has been
nereasing over the years,” the
Malaysian leader said, - .
The'twoleaders alsostressed
e importaice of education,
cluding programs for teach.
s and students in Maduasals,
specially in Mindanao, ~

<2 Mahathiy said Malaysia is
~ also commitled to taking neces-

- sary steps {o addiess: lerTorismy

- Ditterte and Mabathi alsi
discussed bilateral trade, y chich
the Malaysian leader describe

dJer d
dgincreasin o I largely
Wy,

Peration can.be stiengthened - -
i8 et b
and the -

o ‘!lii:'
invg

favor ofiv e

vialaysia

rid violent extremisin through
the Trilateral Cooperation
Agreement. Under the a gree-
_ment;the Philippines, Indonesia
. and Malaysia will conduct uni-
lateral maritime and ajy patrols
o combat common threats.
The President, on the other
L-expressed] his grat itude
d ahathir for the valuable
h gL OppPOTtuNity to renew and reaf
ghted that Malaysia - firn valied relations that must
; .

ing pariner: among menibers
of the' Association of Soutleast |

~Asian Nafions (ASE
"L believe there i

.

* forimprovernent and trom oy
- meeting with. Mr. President,

58

“The Presiclen and Istiong-:
Ay Dede .""-ﬂ‘ﬂf'ﬂf?"df‘iﬁndfm? Stk favorite healthicars - continie o grow in strength in
- Inent betyveen ﬂ."lf'i"tW.Q.CQ“Ufl'lﬁ"‘. destination fcir'-thé;l’ln’]ippir]es‘.- thé'comi_ng'ybars.; :
Sould be further strengthened - “The number of patients from With-the Philippines and

inthe coming year ‘::;hﬁ‘&dﬁﬁ‘dﬁ- ‘the Philippines secking freat-- Malaysia staying on track a

- : R : pactof the 'gf'owlh engines of
T ; , Asia anidthe world, broadening

our engagement across many
{ ields will be crucial for the

continiued benefit of our nations

and peg, le,” Duterte said.

. "J‘Eﬁ_é' resident said he Jooks
forwaid to further discussions
with Malaysia.on matters.of
‘mutial interest-an coneern,

“It-is my hope that we will
continue o open up new arcas
of cooperation, more meanin 2~
ful partinership,” Dusterte vaid

. “Tam keen to listen {o and
reflect upon the Primie Minjs-
ter’s.thoughts and develop-
ment betweeri the Philippines -
and Malaysia as well as in the
region,” Dutorte sajd, -

“Indeed, thére is much to
look forward to as we write
a new chapter of cooperation
between the Philippines ang
Malaysia,” e said.

At the end of his speech,
Duterte said the “Philippines’
destiny is in ASEAN and in
Asia. Asia’s destiny is i1y Agia.”

= With Aléxis Romero
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Maiaysxan Prime Minister Ma-

hathit Mohamad: on Thursday

warned the Rhilippmes against
letting in foreigners who could
“distuih the pelitical equalions”

after President Duterte's Bedjing:
pivot 'sparked an‘influx -of Chi-;

nese workers

At least: zoo ooo Chmese _

have ﬂocked to Manila since Mr,
Duterte's 2016 election, tany of
fhem employed by online gam-

ing companies that cater to Chi~

nese: players, & Senate inquiry
was'told late last yeat.

* 'This has touchéd off concerns,
with:some Filipino pollttmans al-

legmg it drwes up properly prlces o

even affects tax revenues
A proposal to: reqmre for-

eigners planning to work in the.

Philippines to. first obtain . an
employment visa before - they
arrive in the coulitty was made
during an interagency meeting
fast- week “among .représenta-
tives of the Departmentsof La-
bor' and- Employmerit, Depart-

ment of Finance, Bureau of In-~

ternal Revenue, Department of
Justice, dand the Bureau Jf Immi-
gratfon, according to Labor Sec-
retary Silvestre Betlo 11,

Mahathir, who has Suapend-
ed several of his nalion’s major
projects with China, warned
against allowing the surge of
foreigners during an official vis-,

it to the Philippines.

“Forelgn direct investment
should pot involve bringing huge
numbers of foreigners to live in
the gountry because that might

AB

BOOSTING TiES Prasident Dutel te on Thursday welcomed Malays:a s Prime Mfmster Mahathir
Mohammad to Malacafiang where they held. talks on strengthening bilateral relations and renewed
their commitment to promote regional peace and stability and freedom of navigation and

overflight over the d;sputed South Chma Sea, -—JOAN BONDOG

disturhy the political equatlons in
thé cotmtry,” he told ABS-CBN

televigion inan interviéw;

~Rethinking policy

“If huge numbers of any for-"
“eigtiers {come) to'live and $tayin

the cotintry or to even influence -
" the economy of a country, tien

you have to do seme rethinking
as to whether itis good or bad, or
the lmits that you haveto im-
pose on themn,” he said,

The Malaysian leader did not
mention this warning in a staté-
menthe made after meeting with
the President at Malacaiang.

‘The two leaders, however,

renewed their countties' com- .

«ﬁ]

mitment to p'rdﬁib"te:péacﬂ'and
safe passage’ through “the dis-

puted South: China Sea and to
-cooperate in regional and malt-
ateral platforms.to advance the
. rule of law in Southeast Asia.
“We. emphasized the impor-
tance of ‘maintaining and pro-

moting peace, secwity, stability,
safety and freedom of navigation
and’ overtlight  over: the South

_ Ching Sea, as well as the peaceful

settlement of disputes,” Mr.
Duterte saicl in a staterment.

Seaclaimg
The PEuEnppine

wan have overlapping claims in

Maldysia,
- Vietnam, Brunei, Chinia and Tai-

the South China Sea. China
chmwneally all of the disputed
waters. -~

Mr. Duterte said promoting’
peace and security in one of the
world's bustest sea-lanes would
be done “without resort (o the
threat or use of force, in accor-
dance with the universaily rec-
ognived priuciples ol interna-
tional faw.”

In his own remarks, the 93-
year-old Malaysian leader said
hie and Mr. Duterte "exchanped
views on a number of regional
and international issues of mu-
tual interests, such as the South
China Sea and cooperation
within Association of Southeast




Asian Nations (Asean).”

During the Asean summit i
Singapore in 2018, the Ph]lip—~
pinés. was demgnated ‘as the.
couhfry coordandtor of the dia-
logue betwean Chma and the re- y
gional blog, -

M, Duterte has warmly em-
braced- China: despite Manlld 5.
long: «:tandmg maritime row
with Begmg R

Open to navigation

Commenting on the sea dis-
puie on Thursd'ay, Mahgithir
satd in the TV interview that .
theie should be no impediment
to vesséls Using ‘the Sstrategic
waterway, through which tril-
liofts of doliars in’ gioba! trade
pass each year. :

"The most important: thing
is that the South China Sea'in -
particular must be open to mm-
gatlon,” he said, R

Mahathir has taken & cau-

- tiouis approach to relations with -

China, saying he would discuss -
“unfalr” terms of deals signed -
by his predecessor, Najibi Razak

Mr. Duterte's pursuit of
closer-ties between China and
the Philippines, a traditional al-
ly of the United States, has
prompted a-surge. of . Chinese -
workers..

Last year, legislators saad
around 200,000 Chinese were
workmg in- the country, and:
vowed to Introduce protecnou
forl‘llip,mos _ '

Work visas for forelgners

‘Finance. * Secretary Carlos .
Dominguez 111 had also said he
would - ensure that. foreigners
workmg in the nation's offshare
gammg mdustry paitl taxes,

7 Lasl momh,Mr Dutcrte Sdld
Chinesa workers should be al-
lowed to continue staying in'the
country as Beifing also ‘hosted
hundreds. of thausmds of Fil-
ipirids. Most of thetn are domes-
. ticworkers mHong Kong,”

Bello® “told- reportem on
Wednesday ‘the -~ Philippihes
mlght soon ddopt a new policy
uqmrmg toreig,n workefs to 6b-

" tain a work’ vxsa bcfo;e entcrmg
" the muntay

He said this wds' meant to
-address concerns over the' in-
flux of undocumented foreign
workérs,

"We agreed that before ‘an
allen can come in, they should
“already got a workmg visa from

. his place of origin,” he said, re-

ferring'to the consensus during
the mteragemy meeum, Iaqt
Friday.

“Memorandam

Belle ‘said “a memorandum
containing more-details of this
pol:cy would be issued soon,

“We need to-be certain that
the work they (foreigners) witl
do here cannot be done by a Fil-
ipino,” he said: “This" ‘way, we
can already control the entry of
foreign workers.” .

‘Belio said this would. be the
first time thppme atithorities
“would make & work visa a e
-quirement for the entry of for-
cigners planning to work here

. Right now, he said, “any-

‘body can come heré as g tourist
and- then apply for a specml
working permit.”
L "We will no longer allow
that " he said. —merorts From
AFP, JULIE M. AURELTQ AND TINA G
SaNTOS INQ
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: By Christine ( O. Avandaﬁo
: @1oavendanoINQ

-hua o

: er side” but he wag: apparently .
referrmg o the United States - over byPremdentDuterm =

Chinese Ambdssddor Zhao Iiau-
Wednesday ‘sajd i ha'_t}_' '
Ghma will not fauiich :
in'the’ dx.sputed outi €
and thatthe ] region: should wor

hlydomgso : R
© Zhdo did not’ name “the. h :

ing aml burldmg stmctures in
the disputed sea.

.Not China pelicy
‘We are. concerned more-—

-~ it's about the Peace and.stability -

in_the South China Sea.. Every-
bocly, every.country will suffer if
‘beace .and - stability. ‘become
something to the opposite,  that
It’s chaos or conflict,” Zhao said,
He said it was “ir; the cominon
Interest of all countries, mcludmg

whxch had been ca,ilmg out Chl g
. wna fok {ts contintied aggressmn
in thc disputed seas,

whcnpresqe([ who'.'
ke wag referrlng to.ag
ry about “the other side” DOssi- ' side. Zhao wagin Malaccmang for-

oo -ceremonies for the fiest anniver " af
-sary of the Presidential A ot
‘niption :Commlssion. - ‘presided

the_ofhei

China, the United  States an
- Asean couritries, that we keep the
peace and stability there and we
keep the freedom of Mavigation in
the whole Sotith China Sea opeir.”
Asked whether there should
be worry gbout attacks in-the
South - China: Sea,” Zhao said:
"Well,. we are womed about

possible attacks from the other

side. We don't worry about (hi-
na attackmg atybody because it
is "ot our pohcy 7 INQ K& b

Thc Chme.sc ambass*tdm-
made the rémarks when asked if
Beijing should be concerned
~.about” US Secretary. of State
Mike . Pompéo’s- -statement in .
“:Ménila last week ‘that the Unit-
~ed States will come to the aid of
S thie Philippinés in the eveit of
an armed attack on'its vessels or
rerafei inthe South China $ea,
i Pompeo s .Statément was’
3wewad as a way of warning to
' China, wh1c11 had been occupy-



By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

. Beijing downplayed
© Wednesday night the re:
. hewed commilment of the US
. government to come to the
...aid of the Philippines i the

* Tatfer is attacked in the South

. China Sea. : :
. Zhao Jianhua said the region
should be more concerned
. about other countries that are
" “testabilizing peace and sta-
“bility in the region than about

China initiating any move, -
. “Maybe, you would ex-
. peet the Chinese side to be
.. very concerncd about these
. remarks. We are concerned
more (if) it's about the peace

" Chinege Ambassador -

and stability iri the South

China Sea. Everybody, every
country, will suffler if peace
and-stability becomes some-

‘thing to the' opposité, that
“it's chaos oriconflict;” the

Chinese ambassador said in
a chance interview.at Malaca:
fiang last night. -~
“So I think it is in' the com-
mon interest of all countiies,

“including China, including

the Uniled States and ASEAN
countries, that we keap the

peace and stability’ there

“and we keep the freedom of
navigation in the whole South
Chira Sea-open,” he added.

© rhao was asked for reac-

‘tion on the assurarnice US

Secretary of State Mike Pom-

“peo gave last week fo Presi-
~dent Duterte-that the US.
would defend the Philippines
" against any imminent attack
Jin the Sotith China Sea as this

“Defense Treaty belween the
‘Philippines and the US. _
© o “Well, we'are worried about -
. possible attacks from the other
side"We don’t worry about
China attacking anybody be-
‘cauge it is not our policy,” he
gaid: 0 s
When pressed il he is refer-
fing to the US; Zhao gaid: “The
“other side, use your imagina-
tioh”: B .
In the same interview,
* Zhao said the embassy is still
going to verify reports that

sured China'is committed to .

peacelully settle the disputes
we lidve and we are working

very well in managing our

differeices,™ . :
© He also said- that China is
committed to'work on the Code
of Conduct between China anid
ASEAN countries o ensure
stability in the South China Sea
-and the rest of the region.
“In.the meantime, we are
working on the COC, Code of
Conduct, and the Filipino side
is the country coordinator for
China-ASEAN relationship
so we are hoping that we can
make further progress in our
joint efforts to maintain peace
and stability in the South
China Sea,” he added.

I .lné,ﬁim%\ﬁm%&ﬁj:zﬁim:tea’!kz's;w.;ev

- Wrong time
to review MDT.

Meanwhile, former. foreign
secrelary 'Albert del Rosario
said the Mutual Defense Treaty
(MDT) may be reviewed and
improved but it is the wrong
time to undertake an official
review as China isseen to exert
both external force and internal
influence to achieve results for
ils sole benefit.

He said there is no need to
review the MDT “given this of-
ficial assurance that the TS will
detend the Philippines against
any attack in the South China
Sea,” referring to Pompeo’s
statement that US obligations
nder the MDT are “real.”

- With Pia Lee-Brago

“is covéred by the Mutual |

Chinese vessels are driving

away Filipino fishermen at

- Pag-asa sland.

" " took note of the media re-

port but whether it is authentic

or not, il is something that is
subjectto clavification. Iread in
the newspaper also that your
Secretary of Nalional Defense
bas already denied, there is no
such. thing that happenaed in
that area,” he added.

The embassy is working
with the Department of For-
cign Affairs regarding the
reports. o

" Zhao gave assurance that
“we are checking and we are
in ¢lose coordination with DFA
and we will be checking wheth-
or it is Lrue or not, but rest as-

il AR R DRI e
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Maiacaﬁang has éolitesled the

statemant of visiting Malaysia -~

Primte: Minister Mahathir. Mo-

hdt‘ﬂ:’ld that the Phxhppmes has.

"o claim" to Sabah.:’
Presxdentra] qpokosperson
Salvador Panelo maintained

that Mam]a has a glainion re-

soutfce-rich Sabah, which was
annexed to Maiays:a in thc
19503 :

“The position of the. Pres:'— '

Mr. -Dutette. had said he
would’ pursue the ‘country’s
claim to Sabah, which'is rich in

minerals and gas déposits, -

Sabah ‘was “amnexed to
Malaysia- when it declared jn-

depandence from thé United ;

Kinigdoi in 1963,

Diplomatic - relations ' bie-
tween Maniia
Lumpur centifited even:after
-the: Philippines’ first assertad
its claim to Sabal'in the 1960s
- under then Prestdent Dmsdado
Macapagai

dentis we have a claim," Pane- -

losaidita press hriefing,

“I's true that we have a

claiin. That has beet a bone of
Contention ever since the time
of Prcsadent Marcos,” he $aid.

"-Not'on_agenda '

The Palace issued the state-
ment hours before Mahathir
was to hold talks with Presi-
dent Duterte in Malacafiang on
Thursday afternoon.

Panelo said Sabah was not
on the agenda of the meeting
between the twa leaders,

Earlier, Mahathir said Ma-
laysia considered the Philip-
pines to have no claim on Sabah.

Standoff

to Sabali from Tawi-Tawi and
- occupied. a village in Lahad

. Datu town to assert the.clan’s

ancestral claim on Sabah,

. This led to a standoff with
Malaysian security  forces,
ending in the deathsof 56 milj-
tants and 10 Malaysian secuni-

-ty forces,

The sultanate’s leirs re-
celve a nominal vearly com-
pensatton package from Ma.
laysia under a long-stdndmg
déal for possesswn of Sabah.

INQ

'in 2013, fol!owels of Sulu'
Sultan jamaluf Kiram HI went .

and . Kuala

i

i




Pmne Mlmstu Mahathu ‘\fIch'imdd
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President Duterte and Mafaysld ‘

' E on termmsm

._;ﬂlegald:ugt:ade £

Mahathu lduded Pwsxdent I)u~' e
terte fot* his efforls to atfain petce:in
. Mindanao, saying the Philippines may -

have many :siauds but Iemams “Dna.
' <l help hoost ceotiomic fies Between -

the. lwu coimiries; Ho said he is also
hoping for the smooth ttanf;;tien of the -
~ARMM to the BARMM
-4, therefore; as‘sured Mr Py ﬁs;dult ’
“of Ma[ayma’s desite (o continue to be of-
- helpin the deveiopment of Muld'mao "

nalion”.

“We are very gt at;ﬂed to be c0n~'

gratulating you on the peace:Lhat has
heen acifievedin Sotithern Phlhppmes ?

the wsumg Ma Ea_ysmn leader said at the -

startof the expam{ed hlfabew! meetmg
al the Palace.”

“Thig is a problem _that has lasted 1
think, fmm the Spanish period Butithas

taken cenlurigs even for proper conclu-
- ston to be achieved. And the conclusion

' there niast be squght of coursc is'that

- of achieving peace in the natmn oI the . saflety and fresdom of navigation and
. overflight over the South China Sea;,

s well as the _pea(,eful settlemeut of_;

g Phl]lppmesf he added.

Dutet’u,notedhow Malaysaa played a.
-pt orminent role in achieving the historie:. -

Ban gsamore Oigamc Law, Malaysia is
the third-party. facilitator for the govern-
menf'speace negoi,latlons with the Moro
Islamic Liberaiion Front (MILIM;
“The road leading to the historic
transition to the Bang.s.amom Aitono-
mous Region was paved in large partby
the support of ourinfernational partners.
Malaysia ocoupies a prominent role in
this roster of fviends,” Duterte said,
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G ; In | Jomt pt ess confe: ence following
theh bilatéral imeeting, Duterte éalled
; aiaysna the Philippines’ partner for

- progress and brother for peace.
o PlLSIdent Duterte said lie and IV& -

‘ Prime ‘Minister th
“have acliieved tow

' 'he said

I{egmn in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)

he added,
Regional concerns - P
- Meanwhile,: hoth ieadus also o~

-phamed the importance otmamtammg

and pr omoting peace, security, stability,

disputes. ;
.The two also dsscussa,d the Lfﬁ)i‘i‘j for:
peace being exerted by, bolh North and

~ Souith Korea. :
Mahathir said he and Dutm‘te also .

Lulked abeut security matters and

Kxenewed Malaysia’s commitment to ad-

dress terrorisin,
“Ma!aysm is commilted to take tlw

© necessary steps 1o address the serfous

issue of terrorvism and violend extrem-

6;.‘

Mahathir lauded the Bangsamom'-.
Ovganic Liaw, saying that. the nowly
- bstablished ‘Bangsamoro Autonomious

Y A happy to share’ w;th the_
gxeat strides we
ard ‘secoring gust

'andlastmgpeaeumMmdanao” e

zsm thiough the Trilateral Cooperation
» 7 Agreetmént,” he €aid.-

i “Under ihis ﬂam(‘wmk Malaysia
and the Philippines togethor with
Indonesia have agreed lo undertake
unilateral maritime and.air patrols Lo
tdcklethegmwmg5ecuutychaflenges,”
he added. -
Irade cooperition

. Meanwhile, both leaders said that
furthier expansion of economic coop-
eration serves both eountries’ mutual
[interests-as that of ASEAN.

S “Coniscious of [the] synergy and
dynafism of our privaie sectors, our

- governments have agreed to further

enhanee trade, investment and infra-
struefure development,” Duterte said.

Dateérte tlien thanked Mahathir for
Malaysta’s robust support for the “Build,

" Build, Build” infrastructure pr ogram,
~This includes Malaysian cotnpanies’

_ active tole in the development of the

“sustainablo and smart nietropolis of

_Clark Green Cily.

He.also thanked the Malaysian .
Prime Minister for their unrelenting .
support for development in the south,

‘noting that Mindanao’s progress is the

key. for the Philippines and the Bru- |

nel Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-

Philippines East ASEAN Growih Arca |

{(BIMI*BAGA) sub-region,
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Mahdlhli‘ warns
Duterte vs influx |
of alien workers

MAI,AYS]AN anc Minister Ma—
hatlir Mohamad on Thisday wamed
fhe. Philippines against letting in for~
elgneis who couEd “distorh thie politi-
cal equations” as President Rodripo
. Duterte’s Beijing pivot has spatked
“an influx of Chiniese workers: -
Al lgast 200, (}UO CIHnebc have
flocked 10 Mam!d ‘since Duterte’s
2016 election, many of tliem-em- 3
p]eyul by onhm, gaming ﬁ1ms that

(‘Elf»ﬁ']

March 2019

-Icgmg it drives ltp proper
away jobs from locals and evepaffects tax

p]a}ua, 4. S‘m-

was lold _late

off N

. had also said he would ensure that foreign

ing Jioliticians al-
fy- prices, takes

1evenues
Mahathi, who hes suspended several
of lis nation’s major projects with. Ching,
warnied during an official visit to-the Philip-
pitics against allowing a stinge of toreigners.
“Foreign direct investmient Should 1ol
involve bringing huge nombers of foreign-

ers to live in the country hecause that might’

disturb the political equatidas in the coun-
ry,” Mahathir told ABS CBN television in
an interview.

“If huge numbers of any foreigners
[come] to live and stay in thc country of
1o even ufluence the econoiny of a coun-
try, then you have to-do some rethinking
as fo whether it is g:(md ot bad, or the
limits that you have lo impose on them,”
Mahathir said.

Mahathir, 93, is in the Philippines forthc
Tarst time sinee his shock elec!mn vmtory
last year,

The Malaysian qudu lns hken aq cau-*

tious approach to relations with China,

saying he would discpss “unfair™ toriny -

of deals signed by his pmdunssm Najib

Ruzak.
Duterie’s pursuit of closer ties with Chi-

na for the Philippines—a traditional ally of
the United Stales—has prompled a surge ot )

Chinese worker arcivals,

Last year legislators said around 200,600

Chinese were working in the country, and
vowed to inlroduce protection for Filipinos.
Finanee Secrclary Carlos Dominguez

 ers working in the nation’s offshore gaming

industry paid taxcs.

However, Duterte last month said Chi-
nese workers should be allowed to continue
staying in the country as Beijing also hested
hundreds of thousands of Filipinos. Most of
them are domestic workers in Hong Kong.

Duterte has wannly embraced China despite
his nation’s long-standing maritime row
with Beijing over the South China Sea.

Beijing asserts sovercignty over al-
most all of the resourge-rich gea, with
competing claims fromn the Philippises,
Malaysia, Brarei, Taiwan and Vietnam.

Commenting on the sca dispute on
Thursday, Mahathir said there should be no
impediment to vessels using the stralegic
watcrway, through which trillions of dol-
lars in global trade puss through each year.

*The most important thing is that the
South China Sea in parlicular nwst be open
to navigation,” he said,

On Thursday, the Labor department
arged skilled workers to consider tocal ent-
ployment in the constraction industry and
support the government in the full blast im-

‘plementation of the Build Build Build Pro-

gram rather than applying for jobs abread.
U “Construction ~workers are  badly -

“needed here in our country that's why we

are slowing down the deployment to ad-
thress the manpower shortage iy the local
conslruction indusiry and support imple-
mentation of the infrastructure progran
of the President,” Labor Secretary Sil-
vestre Bello 1) said.

The Laber chiel said that aroumd
300,000 10 one million skilted workers
inn the field of construction, architecture,
and engineering are nceded up to 2022
to address labor shortage with country’s
constraction boom. AFP
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Duterte,
Mahathir
talk drugs,
‘disputes

PRESIDENT Puterte and Malaysian Prme
Minister Mahathic Mohamuad yesterday reaf
{firmed the commitment of the two countries
i maintaining and promoting peace, security,
and stability in the region, especiatly in the
South China Sea.

The fwo Teaders, in a joine staterent issued
after their expanded bilateral meeting at Mala.
canang, also stressed (he impottatee of pursu-
ing peaceful serdlement of disputes and agreed
tey ramypy up CO(,‘Jpcr:ltioll wr address Sccut’iiy
issues, parteularly on terrorism, piracy and
rransational crimes, inclading the fight against
the illegal druyg trade. :

The Philippines and Malaysia are among
the countries with overlappiog claims in parts
of the South China Sea. The two counteies
also bave overlapping claims over Sabah/
Boeneo,

“We emnphasized the inportance of main-
taitting and promaoting peace, seovrity, stability,
safety und freedom of navigation and overflight

over the South China Sea, as well as thy peaceful
settlement of disputes, This is, without resott
to the threat or use of force, in aceordance
with the universally recognized principles of
intermational Jaw;”’ Duterte said.

The President said the Philippines and Malay-
sia had vowed to further collaborate within the
Asean “to advance the rule of faw in Souatheas!
Asia atxd beyond.”

Apatt from the Philippines and Malaysia,
uther ¢laitants in parts or almose all of the
South Ching Sca are Brunel, Vietnan, China
and Taiwan.

Mahaehir saicd apart from the South China Sex
issuc; they also talked of other sceurily mateers
like Mnla'ysia’s commitment o take necessary
steps 1o addtess the serious issue of terrodsm
and violent extremism through the Trilateral
Coogperation Agreement. '

“Under this framework, Malaysia and the
Phitippires together with Indonesia have agreed
1o undertake unilateral macicinie aod air pairols
to tackle the growinyg security challenges,” he
said,

Pruterte said they also discussed the Philip-
pines and Makiysia’ hope for peace nd stability
in the Korean Peninsula.

sl

‘The President, who led the country, s wel-
coming and danking the Malaysian leader for
his swo-day official visit, said Mahathics pap
o i country is ap affirmagion of the [viend-
ship berween Manile and Kuala Lumpur and a
demonstration of Malavsias strong resolve to
the be the Philippines partner for progress aoed




DUTERTE

a brother for peace.

“Qur discussions today au-
gur well for other countries and
for ours. As we reviewed the
milestones achieved in further
strengthening our bilateral rela-
tions, we also charted new paths
for collaborative work. . We re-
solved to addeess secutity issues,
We touched on our extensive
cconomic cooperation. We shared
the view that its forther expan-
sion serves our mutug) interests
as that of Asean and our reginn,”
Duterte said.

He said an incensificd TWo-way
trade and investments berween
the Philippines and Malaysia is
needed to sustain progress and
prosperity, and he is thankful to
Malaysia for its robust support in
the Build Build Build program and
in the development of the Clark
Green City,

Duterte said he also ralked to
Mahathir about the achicvements
towards securing just and lasting
peace in Mindanao, Malaysia was
the third party facilitator in the
peace talks berween the Philippine
government and the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front {MILF),

He said the road leading to the

historie transition to the Bangsam-
oro Autotomous Region was
paved in latge part by the support
of our international partaers and
he assured that the “good woark will
have to continue.”

Mahathir said Malaysia is look-
ing forward to the smooth transi-
ton from the Autonomous Re-
gion in Muslim Mindanao to the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindagao,

He said the establishment of the
BARMM wilt boost economic ties
between Manila and Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia liopes “to continue to
be of help in the development of
Mindauao.”

“I congratutated President
Duterte on the success of the
ratification of the Bangsamoro
Otganic Law and the appointmenc
of members into the Bangsamoro
Transition Authority 1 look for-
ward to the smooth ransition of
the ARMM through the interim
Bovernment of the Bangsamory
Autonontous Region for Muslim
Mindanao,” he said.

Both Duterte and Mahathir
said discussions also include talks
about mote endeavors berween
the two countries in the future;
strengthening of current coopera-
tion it health, tourism, cducation,

-aud trade; and the sustaining of
. the Bxunei—IndoﬂesianMalaysia-
Philippines East Asian Growth

Area,

“T believe there is still room
for improvement and from my
meeting with M, President, we
would encourage private sectors
from both countries to explore
opportunities of collaboration
and venture in new cooperation
and investiments,” the Prinse Min-
ster said adding that he also looks
forward to the finalization and
the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding in the field of
health soon.

Mahathie, who atrived Wednes-
day, was accorded formal honors
in Malacafiang were he was also
welcomed by swdents from the
Fernando Ma, Guerrero elemen-
tary School,

A stare banquet hosted by
Duterte and his partner Honeylee
Avancena was also held in Mala-
canang,

Prior o his visir to Malacanang,
Maharhit attended a wreath lay-
ing ceremony ar the Rizal Park
with Manila Mayor and former
president Joseph Tistrada. He also
received Senate Peesident Vicente
Sotte TIT and Speaker Glotia Ar-
0y0.




_,.;y*‘a} f‘ ,

L wene Emm Pave

ity \X?S(?\ﬂ JEADESG BRYWAEAPTA

Dhvan mtemew with lepm tus at the

h - Palace. R

: 1: "In the iheantime, we are wmkmgj

- o1l the-COC, Corte of Conduct, and the
" Filipino side is the countey coordinator

..for China-ASEAN relationship so we

Ve, . are; hopmg, that'we can make fu_tther

L I “5-'p: ogress inour joint efforts fo

ald maintain peace and ‘;tabllklv n P68

Chma m committed to wcn Kk w1th the . '_ ‘ /
Associatxon of Southieast Asian Nations *fiir thEl-:pl ogrc,ss" in m
(ASEAN) in crafting the code of conduct g_l(})'idl peace ’
in the South China Sea, Lo keep poace -

and stability it the 1eg,10n, Chinese .

Ambagsador to the Philippines. Zhao .~

havo and We, are wor kmg

: Jtauh_ua saidon chne_séay ST

the South Ch!lld Sea " he addm!

“:China’ claims almost the entire.
.-Seuth China Sea, steppm[, up reclana-
tion works in the area in reeent years. -

Four ASEAN members ~ the Philip-

pines, Brunéi, Malaysm, and Vietnam,

also have ¢laims in the avea,

In201%, ASEAN and China dgleedmt L9 ! gl
- already denied the there-was no such

the framework of the leng-mooted code

of conduct to’ ‘prevent the, escalatwn of
tension inthe disputed waterway. Thene-

gotiations for the final COC have stavted
' ciose coordmahon with: DA and we

- will be checking whethel it'is true or
‘not," he adc[ed :

inabid to fully lmplement the Declatation

“on the: Conduict of Parties in the South =

China Sea srgned back in 2002,

: managmg oua d:ft‘erenceq,

-f-;?ifhma commltted to.., o«

' Meantmw, Ahdu bdld they wauld
ve:'lfv reports that Chinese vessels were
driving: away’ l“l]lpmo fishermen near
Pag-asa Island.

"Whether it is ailthuttm or not, i#
is something subjoet to clarification. 1
read in the newspaper also that your
Secrelary of National Defense has

thing: !hat Jlappetied in that area,” he

said.
"Wc are checkmg dnd we are in




e g

-through peacefu -

: maintaining regional peace

there will bie," rther prog

* "Rest assured. Ching is ‘Commit-

. ted ‘o peacefully- settle ‘the dis-
" putes we have and we are working’
‘very well in-managing our’ dlffer-.'_-
ences,“ Zhaosaid. . .
" it the meantime, we are work—' .
ing on the CoC, Code of Coriduct,

and the Filipino side:is the countty
coordinator for China-ASEAN rela-
tionship so we are. hopang that we
¢an make further progress.in our

foint: effmts to’ maintin peaceand -

skabitity in. the South'Chmd Sea,"
fie'adiled. :

-China claims almost the entite:

South China Sea, stepping up rec

lamation. warks ri-the ared in re-

i..the Philippin

“it'is @ something subject o clari-

. the there is no such:a thing:hap- |

“are checkifg and we. are-in dose. ;
. cogidination with the Department
"6 Foreign. Affairs and :we- will be
: checklng whether it'is true or not,"

hé addnd (Genaiyn Kah:lmg%/

Emmy Chma comm,!tted
A= : *'onduct

in SCS

.Four ASEAN members,
pihes, Brunel, Malaysia,
d_V!etnam, also have cl&lms in

(,oc to prevent the
{ .tensnon b the dis-
puted waterway. The negotiations
for the-final CoC havé started il a

9"~ bid to fully implement the Declafa-

" “tion on-the: Condiict of Partiés in
“the Sauth Chma Sea 51gned back
i 2002; - :

Meanwh:[e, Zhao said th_ey;

- would verify reports that. Chinese

vessels were drivinig: away Filipine

- fisherinen near Pag-asa Island.

"Whether :it.is authentic .or not
ficatiors' L .réad in: the’ newspaper
also- that your Secretary of Ma-
tional.Defénise has ‘alieady denied

pened i that ‘area," he.said. "We |




moling peace security, alabtlny,
it ‘safeiy and freedom of naviga- -
i rfhghi ovgr the,:

.....

”'::wuhout ré'smt to the lhreat :
or use of [orce, in accordance
“with thie universally recognizecd

stanc of'mammmng aid pro ;punmplesof:menmuonalhw, _

he snd . N
He noled that Mah'ﬂhl[ s ws;t

stories aciueved in furthei slrengih

- ‘ening our. bilateral relations, we
‘the fuendsh]p be ... also charted ety paths [for] col-
¢ "i‘]aboraiii'e work;” Duterte said.

reaff‘ hed ¢
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" tlops"'and demcmsu*ates you
strong’ resolva as our; parmer_ fo

well f_or_o;_her cotintries and_for
ours: As we reviewed the mile-

TOgess and abrottier for peace.” 3
"Our discussions today augur -

"We resolved 1o rainp up coop-

_ eration to address security issues,
- particularly on terroxism, piracy

and lmmmuoml Cume%, inclad-
ing the fight against the Jllcgal

drug trade, " he added. ﬂ" ‘l
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T : "We are worried aboul possible at-
: ' ’ tacks from the other side, We don't

: _“%HINESEAmbassadortoﬂxePhlhppmes Xhao}mnhuahaq glven worry about Ching aitackin
. assurances that Beijing will not launch any attack in the South 5‘;33’ because it is oo
. old teporters an the sidelines

3]
AdC naSea (West Philippine Sea) bemusa(,hmaisconnmﬂed to T Presidential An(LC ono
and stability in the region. -

BY CATH'ERINE s VA 3

Commission’s hirst an

niversary cdei)mlmn jn \m,acm}ang on
Wed m‘sdav night.

Asked to identilv the other side,
the amhassador said: “Use vour ifragi-
aation.” '

US Secretary of St Michael Pom e

Bk A2
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ﬁ?ATTACK FROM_A"I

ot mﬁifary alrcraft-are attacked in

.cE:s;puted territory. .
- Pompeo; ‘who met wnh Presi-
*dent Rodrigo Duterte in ‘Manila.*
last week, claimed ‘that such US'
‘action would be triggered under its

* gbligations in the mutual defense

treaty signed with the Philippines.

_Duterie welcomed the pro-

nouncement of support, but-ex- -

'pressed quaimsabouit the process.
“Ameérica said; ‘We will protect

: you. Yourbacks are covered” | said;:.

City. . : :
- Zhaosaid Chma Tas more cou» :

cerned on safeguardmg peace; sta- -
bility and freedom of navngat;on in-

ng Bayan on Stmday in Z.amboang"t_

the Soulh Chma Sea

- tarns into z:haos ar C(mﬂlcl
i Ameuca, it has (o p1s‘; hrough'
Congress. Any declatation of war '
will pass Congress. You. know: how.
“b**rs*** America's Congress i he
“ said during a campaign saittieof the
" Pattido Demokratiko Pilipino-Lakas

'May yO wou_ld exchl the'

| lhank ftisin lhe commoar intefest

of atf__comu_nes, ,|r:cl;gd1ng( Thina, the ;- _
whether it is duthentic or not itis

United States and Aseiin {Associalion
ol Southeast Asiai Nations) countrics,
“that we keepthe peace and. stability
there and we kéep. the freedom of

nayigation i thewhole South China -
g Seii open,” Zhao added. -

' The ambassador said. Chinese
‘officials. were verifying reports

that Chinese ﬁshmg vissels were ain
“the Soutly'China Sea,” e said,

dnvmg aw*xy [-lllpmo ﬁshers from

£ry concemed .

well oyr differénces,”

sandbars near the Pag- asa island.
e ape checking and we are in
close coordination with DIA (De-

v partment -of Toreign Allairs) and
- we will be checking whether it is
. “trug ot not but rest agsiired China
is committed o peacefilly settle
ity the disputes we have, We are work-
* " ing very well.in managing very

rénces,” he said. ‘I
took note of the media repord, but

sometiting subject Lo clarification,”

Zhao stressed China was work-
ing on the Code of Condluct for the
disputed waterway to help main-
tain peace and stability in the area.

“We ate hoping that we can make
further progress in our joint efforts
to mnaintain peace and stability in
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Duterte slates
! Vietnam visit
. , PRESIDENT Rodrigo  Dul rie may - visit
e Victham later this year 61 in 2020 ont the iit-
2. vitation of Vietna m'8 Deputy Prire Minis-
terand Foreign Mirniister Phani Binh'Miah,
-Malacaftang said Thursday, _
- The Vietamese officjal paid a courtesy
-.eall on Duterte at the presidential palace
_And eonveyed Hanoi's invitaiion for him to
- makeanother visit, . - S
+ - Duterte:first visited Vietnam in Sep-
“tembet “2016” and had g meeting with
‘the: late Vietnamese President Tran. Dai
(. Quang; which resulted i an agreetent to
sltengtlieir cooperation on trade, promate
peace and. freedom. of navigation in'the
Soulh. China Sea, cnsure the safely and
seeurity of fishermen from both coups
! tries; #nd fo solve amicably the unex-
b pected incidents al gea, ' .
L oyear Jater, Diterte traveled fo Danany
to aitend the Asia Pacific Ticonomic Coop-
eration sutmit. e
- “Deputy - Prime  Minister Minly  also
congratulated the President for the devel-
opments- in the Philippines as well s the
Conintry’s pivotal 1ole in tlie Association of
Southeast Asian Niitions,” the Palace said in
a stalement, S

Also duting that' day,: Duterte received
Bahrain’s First Deputy Presidént of the
Supreme Cotneil for Youtl Sports Sheikh
Khalid bin Harad Al Khalifa, i

Sheikh Khalid’s visit to the Philippines
-signified.an “improverent on the level of
bilateral relations between the Philippines
and the Kingdom of Bahrain.” .

“If you temetnber, | said that we stand
by you and we will be with YOU itz ease you
need us,” Duterte told Sheikh Kbalid dur
ing the mecting,

“And again, let me reiterate our decp
sense of camaraderie with our people, Also
for the humane treatment given,to our citi-
Zens, Thank you verymuch,” f

Sheikh Khalid is & son of Baheaims King
Hamad bin Isa A Khalify, Vitg Bareclo

AT

e}
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_ Narlgéhgako ang’: China ‘na
;ltlak.ipagttlllipgalt SaAssociation of
Squtheas't_-Asia;; Natiops {ASEAN) sa

- Pagbalaigkas ng codi of conduct sa

West Philippines Sea/South Ching Sen

upatgnapanatifi ang kapayapann at
katatagarsa rebiyon, stnabi ni Chinese -

Antbagsador to the Philippines Zhao
Jianhvanitong p fyerkules. -
“Rest asstived ¢ hinia is conumitreg

to peacefully settle the'disputes we .

haveand we e warking vory well iy
managing ony- dj ferences,” ani Zhao

Sa panayariy g mgd niinamahayy g5

Palagye,- - ) B
nthe meantiine, we are working

 orithe QOC; Cotle of Coiicie

““Filipinoside is thecotiniry coordinator

“lor G _iii_n}if'ASEf\I\H‘él&t_ionshif)su we
@ ' urther

. are hoping that e can make furl _
Progressin iy jointellorls tomaintain
Bea” idinugtong niya, _ S

~ - Sithabivin i Zhaona beber [.);'kah;'n]

il dng’ mga.ulsy ha itinataboy ng

Mg barkang  Chinese ang mga

mangingisdang Pis; malapit sa Pag-

asalsland sa Palawan, . .

+“Wewill be checkiy 15 whether it is

tn;em'nci_f,ff-mﬁy'a,& _ e

Phifippinies-Westorn C{ammqhgi {AFD-

d

it the -

Peaceand stabilii ivthe Soath China

- Smabl ng Armed Foreos of the

™
3

Fage: 7.

Wé?;Cniﬁ) rials bangkang Pinayany

fangingisda sa bisinidad ng Pagasa
Islandt simiata Enera 15,20 18 hanggang
Mayso 5, 2019, betay sa Hstahan ng
ka_rzi!angmianggap. .

- Inilabas ang fistahan laing ara
matapos thagpahayag si Kalavaan

Mayor Roberto el Munde g

hinaharang g mga barkong Chinese

ang mga mangingisdarg Pingy g4

Pagpasok sa sandbars paf pitsa Pag-

- asd Jshand,

“Wehavenot recelved any reporfs

Fonameronganun,” anj Oy plainsheryy)

P Tindog, chivag Public Affyirg Office
ng WesCom, sa isang panayam, /)2



;. ing Corps program will include handling

~ firearms in the event ROTC cadefs:are -
called ‘o ‘acliveduty; the Armed Forces -
- 'of the Philippines (ATFP) said yesierday,

- Inthe past; traineés used wooden rifles
.and those who wereable to handle real
firearms were required o pay for |

Jetsiused during liv ercises
i “Basic pons training on AT

. cadets. From small arms like. the M16
-and the M-1997 caliber. .45 pistal 1o the
-105mm howitzers, depending on the unit
that handles ‘the school departmenl of
citizens’ military irainitg,” said Col: Nocl
“Detayato, AFP Pablic Alfairs Office chief,
- Prior to operaling these weapons; the
*. cadets will be taught to assemble anl dis-
asserible these firearnis, he:added:

*“Detoyato-said the cadets will ‘also be

trained. in disaster respongse.
- Defense. Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, in

- pushing for the return of mandatory ROTC"
training for all able-bodied studests in

- public and private schools through House
Bill 8961, said the miatter is cruclal to yalues
formation of the country’s youths, I:b :
~"House Bill: 8961 is an’act amehdiiig
RepublicAct' 7077 marndating the insti-
tutionalization, development, training,
organization and administration of basic
ROTC training -in Grades 11 and 12 in

public and private education institutions.

¥Bhe. ROTC: prograih was abolished:

years: ago following the death of Mark
Wilson Chua, a cadet at the University of

Sto. Tomas, reportedly at the hands of his -

Army lrpinors, ~Jaime Laude

The proposed Reserve Officars Traif-

hebyl--

) : LI OR A _Ss'i.1'<etc_!'
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NewNavalForces oo o
. Western Mindanao chief named

© ZAMBOANGA CITY - Navy ¢ Vice Admiral

ay anew com-.

Vice Admiral
, dex o'fzj{the

'+ Rene Empedrad appointed yea
~mander of the: Naval Force Weste
o (NPWMY “

.. Reat Adinital Erick Kagadan réplac

~Rene Medina, who was designated
Weslern Command based in Palay [ [ B
‘Medinia led the NFWM in the campaign against Abu. .

Haion "SI the Kl of s e Tt
'.Empedr‘ad.bf&éféd:'K‘.%gi'd'iii (o stistain the operations of
: N sectiir g 1o AL L0 ststain the operations

. 'thg NEWM I securing the sou thetn border agalx‘)ﬁ‘st pimef
dnd_kf_dnappﬂ‘?gs, S TR = Roel Parefio
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A‘admal change wermght will- o Cor

: nee(led to putan'end tocorruption in g
- érnmeht, Prosident Duterte declar ed on’;
- Wednesday amld hl‘} oxaspm ailon over

Rmmai changé ﬁheéded

He sald he ﬁffeted io atep down_f';

"5_'when he:learned about.two alloged.ir
=00 otie did; "I Jet it pass and well I said

"I hope next litie this. wd] not happen,”
' he added. -~

-P;l;pmas i)uterte said in “his lemaﬂ(s

ou'would need a radical ch'mge over -
_regular govemment transa iojis lhie-

Neyohg Pllipinolease deal witha casino

night. iy you.want: Ctn ruptmn to ‘;top § he "

zadded

o acy that prompbcd hitn to offer his res:
igmation twice In the past few motiths:

in graff and corruption. .

“Now, for heing like (Adolf) Hitler, ah
1 have said kasi sinabi ko na sa inyo, 'hu-
wag.: Sinabi ko na sa lahat'sa gobyeino,
huwag Kaya Kung pumasek ke d Eyém
I'm sorr y Itis your hcadachﬂ not mi ne

. Duterle acimltted that he wasx exass .
_perated with corruption ju the bureau-

5 .

o 131 conduc:ve 10-0r fav
uption {0 thrive. Ganun ang >

developer; and ihe ghost delivery of

‘medicines in the military hospital <in

one day. The guvernmentofficials alleg-

- edly involved in the afleged anomalous: -

He also issued a sterit warning fo - transactions have ahcddybecn ﬁledby'.

government workexs fiot 46 gel ifwvolved-

the President.
- Duterte fold a {,wup of ml!llary am"l

- police officials fhat he was "very sad’fo -
learn-about the irregular transactions .
especially the deal. nvolving rrledlclnes"
* intendéd forsoldiers. '

“In my exasper ation, I saidy ym: lmow

: i.l.{_iw.'(‘,f:lll.l_"l_ﬁ_t: ahsg)i‘h 80 _zﬁuch of this. And
- 50 Isaid [ would like to offer {o you my
L les:gnatmn " he said.

- He told thc SL(.UHLY officials to stand
up it f:hey want another president but

" Apartfrom weemhg, 5 ot ofﬁcmls with

: 5uspected involvement in cortuption, the

President poinited out he.has directed

-authorities to réduce red tape in gov-
- erimtfent {ransaclions and ensure c;wm
* delivery of serviee.

Citingan example, he said he ordered
the Department of Agrarian Reforn

{(DAR) to streaniline procedures on land
_use conversion after learning some ap-
: plica{_icms were delayed for hwo years.

. He remembered the day he walked

.}10 said.

ST

out fl om'a Cabiiet meeting and {hveat-
. headded.

ened to resign out of frustration with the

- tedious procedures on land conversion -
presented By Agrarian Refornt Secre- -

. -tary John Castriciones. He: complamed-
*that such cleavance process practically

included alt govemmeni depaltments,
. exeept the Depa: tment of Foreigh of
. Allalrs. -
. "Wilh thuse 1'equ11ement<: you will
“ensure coriuption and it would come
- naturally atd avtomatic,” he said, add-
ing such Jong list of clearances would
take the:applicant two-{o three years to
complete.

Duterte recatled that lie refused to
listen to the DAR preseritution any longor
and left the roain. *Sinabi ko sa kanila,
Twant to resign and I feel useless in

this god*** building. Kung ganun lang-

ol

I amr eaf!y very tived; T think mymindset

munan huwag na nmvo al(eng, ldanuw,"

: Hebewazltdthatlf‘ﬂ:pmustmnsaelmg
with government have been con llelLd to

.pay bribes just to hagten the processing

of their appllc;ltum aff permit.’

"The problern i everytableinoffices,
Edon't want fo mendion any; if you lollow.
up on-a clearance op cortification: from
this office, they simply siton it. They ask
the person to come hack and forth until

A fixer would whispes, "Just pay for it.
“'That's the way of life of the lf&[tpmo," he

saidin I‘lhpnw -

Asibe government fights corr uptmn
the President urged the public fo do its
part and veport any ivpegularity to his of-

 fice. He said he was prepared 10 receive

corryption complaint any time of theday

{(Genalyn I. Kabiting)
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sy JOSE RODEL CLAPANO L G
L }ic d;d_ f.m;;! identify. the teacliers’ group as a
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) © frontof the communist: movement, contrar
| ~-OmInLUnIst Farcy  Philippines (CPP) 1o the claim of Philippitie National Polic taty
| pogepar sl 1) s o ko
2 ie Alliance of Concerned Teachers ™ “Albayalde isa big lia T
. (ACD)isa front organization of the CPP. Abayalde is'a big liar. I never identified
: . : 112} of the CPP S oFenumerate v les VT Inean e

: RSy B Ob e A LL enumeratéd any lega anization -as :
cfaI‘:;ca ;:g;?ﬁ;ﬁg&sgd&ﬂ tIhﬂ National Demo- - front or facade of l'h}'c Cl%’.’ .h’t—? l:i;:;ri:?isagn?
ribei ettt “; vee nesday, Sison said _t_ireiyjthat-(_)‘_f‘thé:"gtti«iIil_el.ligélmf:wil'Jchéﬁ’tihting

police dogs like Albayalde,” Sison saidi
] have always respected organizations
adheringto the line of national indepen-
dence and __cl_em'o_cxjacy-'as_fd_emoc'raLi‘c'f_ormaf- :
tions independent of the CPP” he added.
He said the alleged witch huntin be-
ing conducted by the police ant miﬁtary
against democratic organizations was
_ meant to intimidate critics of the
v government. - ce e
Sison said the Duterte adminis-
“iration wants to discredit the ap-
position. . o
“The witch hunt against ACT
and ‘other moveiments is part of the
scheme of the government to intimi-
date and discredit the opposition to
ensdre that the administration can-
didates would win i) the midterm
clections,” he said.

X7
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Government forces are penieli: atmg, and clos-

mgj in it the laif's of communist terrorists,

Capt, I{eglo H; Go of the Public Affairs Of ec’j- i

Northiern Mindanao 4th-Infantry (Diamond)
Division (4th 110 cited the Avmed Forees of the
Philippities (AFP) Communily Support Pro-

grams (C8Ps), backed by intensified security - =
..':_am.i live a opmal and peaceful life, Lif has

- aperations agamst known araied fervorists i in

- that forced byer 300 former Comniuntist New
People’s Arimy<Terrorists (CNTs) to’ abandon’
{heir hideonts.in the Diwata mountamb and:

the provinces of AgusanamlSm’lgdopmwnws =R

surrender b the governiient, :

" Combined éfforts of the mllltdl Y, locat
governiment upits, and national and local
government agencies effeclively dmmautled
llu, CNT former strongliolds.

~ (io said six heavily armied (;N'I‘s twn .

(.ommandmg officers, one political guide,

" one medic, one Léam Ieader and ong squad

member recettly surrendered to the milita:fy

- in Agusan del Sur.

“He said the rebel returnees welc mem-
hets of Guerilla Front 3 (GF 3 of the CPP-

NPA Southern Mindanao Regional Com- .
‘mitfe¢ (SMRC), thie-terror unit which has
. béen mainly responsible for all atrocities -

in:the area such as a{‘sens murders, and
extoriions. .

“i'he CNTs peacefully surrendered to
75th Infantry (Marauder) Battalion (75th 1B,
4th 1D last March 3, 2019, Capt. Go said.

CAMP JAIME FERRER; Bislig Cily -
;Jlstoi e Cal. 38 ptstol two hand grenades,

o ’[‘hey bi‘aught w1th them ;xbsorted f fre-

-a;,mq, amniunition and explosives ineluding
one AK47 rifle, oric MIGAL rife; two Cal. 45°

“Awo mip: cv:scd pipe bﬂmbq, five blasting
: caps,.five meters detonating cord, four.
-(PAO) officer of the Army’s Northeasteri and .. ‘agazines of AKK47.with 97rounds of 7, 62mm
- animunition, five short steel magazines. of
- MIGALwith 126 ronnds of 5. s6mni ammlmb

tion and two bandoliers,

. “We jusl want to-go back o our fam}ileb

1ot been easy-for v it the mountains but il
was wmore diffieatt:for the familics that we
-have leftbehind,” one of the rehel command-

ers said,adeding that “they suffer more than

“we dohecause we cannot provide for Lhem

(theit respective families).”
“The firearnis and Weapons lim[ we
b:oug,hl downy with ws-have hecome our

- 1601 for aggression aud oppression against

our very own neighbors and we just do net
want-tiy be.part of thf, senseless violence
anymore," he atded.

- Brig Gen. Andres Centino, mmmandmg
general of the Army's 4¢1st Infantry (Unily)
Brigade said the survender of CPP-NPAs in

“the areas was believed to demoralize the

wmmmng leadership of thi, CPP-NPA in

- theregion. -

" “Demoralization amorig CNT membms
is at all-time high due to'the influx of sur-
renderees. The CPP-NPA has no one {o

- blame but Hself, People have already gotten

weary of benseletss violence,” Bug (Gen.

" Centling saxd
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?‘_People SArmy (NPA) yteided n
' Mal ch b to lheimhlmy, blmging _ _ _
~.  the coastal towns of Kalamansig

Wt,dnesday

'&ltaa “Cummander Amma
andAlas” of the NPA's Chierry

Platoon, . GF73 and nine fol-

Jowers surrendeied to LL.
i Oliver Baylon, head of the

1st Marine Bat{alion Landing

| Team-7, and were later pre-
sented to Brig. Gen, Kugeaio
Hernandez of ihe st Marine
Brigade, the 61D said in a

eeks ihcAumf 5 ﬁthInfan "
: ny Division (GID) axmounccd- :

I’ressmos f:om r'ontmucd

s mllttary ‘operations ‘and loeal
civillan olficials® persuasion

pwmptmi Mangida’s group to
end their lawless: activities in

and Lebak'in SuELan l(udarat

E Ehe 611 added. - .

SV Manguda’s gmup ylclded.
two AK47 rifles, oxie M16 rifle,

 otie hand grenade and assorted

ammu:’uuo'ns, according {o Maj.

" Arvin }nnemnb, GID pubhc 'lffan S

office head: :
Ma, Gen. (,mlxw Sohemna

'bil) commander, lauded the

Mérine conlingénls and village
officials of barangay Rifao in
Upl, Maguindanag for their
collaboration that iéd te the vol-
wtary surrenger of the 10 local
ingurgents.. f
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By Jeoffrey Maitem

@ingmindgnao -

COTABATO CITY--Thie leader

of ‘the .. Bangsamoro. Au-

tonomaus Region “in. Muslim
Mindando. (BARMM) has as-
sured employees of the politicat
entily that-used to govern the
Bangsamoro region that their
joh security would be addressed
during the transition process,

Murad Ebrahim, chair of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Pront
{MILF)} ang interim chief minis-
ter of the BARMM, sald every
change would glways bring fear,
dotbt and resistance.

“Maybe the most frequent-
ly asked question ammong your-

_selves could bhe, "What would

happen to us now?’

Consistent with my earlier
statements, your status in the
BARMM will be determined by
the nature. of your appoint-
ments,” Murad told employees
during the flag-raising ceremo-
ny on Monday at Shariff Kabun-
suan Complex in this city, the
new seal of the BARMM.

According to Marad, perma-
nent employees will remain in
their posts until the Bangsamoro
Transition Authority adopts the
transition plan. He said they
would honor employees’ con-
tracts of gervice but they would
undergo a performance review.

Cooperation

“My only request to you,
felow workers of the BARMM,
is cooperation. T truly under-
stand your concern for your
careers, but somehow we have
Lo starl this overhauling of the
regional governnzent,” he said.

The Bangsamoro Organic
Law, which created the BARMM,
was ratified by voters in
plebiscites held on Jan. 21 and
Feh, 6 in provinces that coin-
posed the Autenomaous Region
in Muslim Mindanao {ARMM).
This was the final step ina peace
pact that the MILE signed with
the government four years ago,

The law aims o give Mus-
lim Mindanao an expanded
autonomous  aggs, - offering
self-determination o the

B

B3

Murad Ebrahim

country’s four million Mus-
lims by empowering them fo
elect their own parliaraent.

"We believe that a ministe-
rial form of government can
cure the defects in our gover-
nance—foremost of which is
its distinct feature of fusion of
cxecutlve  and  legislative
branches that easily facilitates
mutual checks and balances,”
Murad said.

He said these changes “may
be good or bad for you on the
personal level, hut I ask you 1o
go beyond personal interests.”

Water project

"Meanwhile, the Interna-
tional Labour Organization
(ILOY and the government of
Japan have signed:a new part-
nership to provide jobs and
promote peace through im-
proved water supply and sani-
tation services in the BARMM,

The $26-million project
atis to reduce poverty in coin-
munities prone 10 contlict, the
ILO said in a statement.

"Using a peace lens, the
project will reach out to returie
ing combatants, vulnerable
youth, indigenous peoples, and
wotnen and men displaced and
vainerable to conflict, Water is
life and the project focuses o
providing one of the most basic
needs——safe and reliabie water
supply,” said Khalid Hassan, di-
rector of the ILO counyry office
for the Philippines. }ﬂ}

The 1LO said communities
would be involved in develop-
ing, - constructing, operating
and maintaining water supply,
sanitation and hygiene facili-
Hes, —WITH A REPORT FROM TiNA
G.5ANTOS INQ
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| ARMM posts

~inMuslim Mindanao (ARMM) posted an’
' emp]oyment rate of 93.7% in’ January 2019,
- lower compared: 6 97.4% recorded in the

- same period of last’ yeaiy-accorditig to the

resutts. of tlie January- 3019 Labor:Force -
Survey of the Phlhppmo Statistics Authouty
(PS4 released on Thavsday, - - '
‘The’ ARMM: had heen replaced: by the
' BaugsamowAutonomous Region inMushim

- Mindanao after: majority of its population -
- voled in favor of the ratifi cation of the Re- -
- publie Act 11054 or-the Or, ganic Law for the -
- Bangsatnoto Autananious Regioniin Musliny
~ Mindanao (OLBARMM) in a piei}lsmte st

“January 21 .and Fobe var, y 6
The Tatost em: -’
ployment figure of

. the ARMM was the

lowest am(mg va '
danao's six reglons
and the sccond Jow-
estin the Philippines.
The National Capital
Region fiad the low-
estal 93.6% while the
highest was 90.9%.0f
the Cagayan Valley:

" The ARMM rog-
istered a labor foree
* participafion rate
ALFPR)-of 47.7%; the
lowest in-the Phil-
Jippines, given the
-populalion 15 years -
old and over of 2.44
miltion as of Januar Y
L2019,

The Northern
Mmddmm posted the
Hghest employment
rate at 95.8% in Mind-
anan; Daviao Region,

DAVAO CITY TheAutonomousRc ion;

loweriemployment rate_

95 5%;: _zmnboanga Penm*;uh and Snamk

Csa g,en, 95.4%; and Cavaga; 94:1%.

. Based on,the proliminay vresulls of the
Au 1al Labor and Employnient Estimates
for:2018 of fhe thppme Statisties Authop:
Sty (P5A); the ARMM's employment rate of
= 96.3% for Lhe entue 20}8 was the highest in
Mmdana{) : :
= The counwy 3 employment nate in Jamr-
'1ry 2019 wasestiniated at94.8%; sixghtly high-
-er-compared to 94.7% récorded in e saine
‘per iod last: year. The survey fouid the LEPR
inthe country was 60.2% given the population
‘15 years old and over of 72.95 million,
~Worketsin the services sector comprised
the largest proportion of the employed popu-
lation at58.1%; agucutl,weqvotm 22.1%; and
Eil(]ll“}li’y %ectm 19 %. ]
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g Autonomotis Region in Mus:
ﬁﬁ . lim Mindanao (BARMM)
L}
to safe and réliable water supply ag
well as-acquire new Knowledge anc
skills on food production and security
through new projeets signed by the
Office of the Presidential Advisor
on the Peace Process (OPAPI) on
Wednesday, B L
& The “"Projoct for Agricullyral Train-
ing for the Establishment of Peace in
Mindanao” and the “Project for the
Improvement of Water Supply Kaguip-
ment Management Capacity for ilie
Establishinent of Peace in Mindanao”
were signed by Japanese Ambassador
lo the Philippines Koji Haneda, Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
Country Representative Jose Luis
Fernandez, and International Labor
Ovganization Country Divector Khalid
Hassan with Presidential Peace Ad-

esidentsof the Bangsamaro

A W will have grealer access - e _
grateful for vur international pence

* viser Carlito Galvez Jr as witness.

- Tn-his message diring the event,
Galvey layded the international peace

- partners for their continuing support
for the peace process, o :

o We are honored ax’lﬂ extremely

partners’ tiwavering commitinent
and eoptinuing support in ourguest foy
heace and developmient in Mindanao,

With these projects, we are confident’

that the faemors and fisherfolls wifl be
equipped with the necessary skills that
will enable them to obtain sustainabic
spurees of liveliivod,” Galves, said

The projects will be implementod
by the ILO and FAQ and will be
funded by the Government of Japan
with US$2.6 miillion (P135.8 million)
and UBSL7 million Pep.g million),
respeelively.

The FAO will be providing the
locals with vocational skills teaining,
ineluding hands-pn aetivilies and
demonstrations on erop produetion,
integrated pest managemaont, and




. harvest and post-harvest processes.

. “Lwould lke to reilerate the Govs -
-ernmentof Japan and FAQ's commit:
ment to suppﬂ‘l‘fm'g' the. Government::

_of the Philippines in ensmmgbustam-
able and-profitable agriculiure that.”

will translate 1o a better quality of fife” -

of Mmdandoaus,” Fernmides said.
Meanwhile, the ILO will spear hedd
the community-baged water qupply
development whevein -the ‘conmimigni--
fies will beinvolved in develupmg can-

- structing, operating, and math tam!ng

water supply, samta[ton

_and hygien

1phas;7(‘d tlw I\
_ ienad vision for social justice
:md Pre oniotion of decent’ work: as
the prganization mfn‘k% lf‘; H}()th an:
niversary, = '

“This project wﬁl ther efcu ebeone.
of the centemwm»s for1ILO’s Ceéntena:
. ryasinterventions in the Bangsanioro
areas are meant to create jobs whilc
advocatingthe Decent. Wm kAgenda,”
Hassan sazd .

Ambaq‘;adm' I Lmeda said *I'look
forward: fo~ seemg more honseholds
infhe. Bangsamoro region with better
access to potable waten averting val-

vnerablhiies {0 wafei- bome diseases.

“caused by unsafe sources.”
- The amba$sador also said the
" skills training {o be:organized. by the

TFAO wilthelp farigers, fishermen, and

-decommissioned combatants acquire

-upi-to- d'kte agr 1cul£maiknowledge that -

they can-use to gain’ stable employ
ment or sek i thoir owi business.
The. Japanese Government:has

played a significantrole in the Bang—-
S SAMOrY: peace pro¢oss in various
capacitios thiough its involvement in
wpeace mechanis

;- progrns. - r

5 and dweiupmcnt

Recently,. Jépﬂn plLdged U5$2 3
militon (120 million) _for the, secutily
aspect of the normalization program

“forrthe Bangsamoro. Ik also commitied
“a US8200 mitlion (P10.4 billion) loan
forroad infrastructure projects in

. conflict-affected arveas in Mindanao.

%

{
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. The International Labor

Organization (ILO) and

the Government of Japan

have signed
s,

- BARMM water su

* Jobs atn proriiot hetter working

an agreement to-davelop a -

- commninitybased water supply

and sanitation setvicesin the:*
nowly formed Bangsaroro -
- Autonomots. Region In‘Musling -
- Mindanao which s gxpected to

provide jobs aved promote peace
In the region..- \j :

The-$2.6 million project - ] _
+ andwomet and men disphoed sin

aims to reduce poverly in
communities proné o _conflict,

: Itwillfdsi)q:ganizsoqn‘umulﬁias‘,
' iar'ovi(_lq shdils training, ereate

conditions. Commdnities will -
kgneise o volved I developing,

constriioting; operating and -

mgintaining water sipply,

- sanitation and liiens facilities.

- MTkigi o b o o

wilkeachouttoretimbcombatarks;
wiewbloyonil idgerons peoples
vulnersblotoconflict, Waterks i and

the prgjoct dctises on poviding one
of the moet t_)’a’sie‘rif’;edé—-safeam

“contariinated water resourees,

relable ater supply” i Kl

Hassan, Divectorof tho L) Goutry
" Offico fethe Phlfppines

Despite having vast water

resolirces, the majority of
- households in the ARMM still

have inadequate acenss to
safo water, Most conmunities

-are vulnerable to waterborne

diseases; with many poor families
still relying on tyrotected and

MBA
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he Bangsamaro Transition Authority

Murad Ebrahiin, must be equal to its
maridate as interim government of

the expanded Moro region if it is to retain -

its leadership in the first elections of 2022,

dominates the transition regime, The new
bureaucrats need to solidify their leader-
“ship by bmidmg a strong politicai party

anid j jump-starting social and economic.re-.

forms, to forge a road to lastmg peace anc!
- growthin the Moro region.” .
How will the MILF-led interim govern-
ment meet these challenges in three years,
in’ a region ruled by feudal oligarchs and

ethnic clans who also_claim the. region's - p
‘wealth, land -and rqsourres? Traditional .

powar in “the - new Bangsamoro -Au-
tonomous Region (BAR) is wielded: hy at
leagt 34 political families, many of whom
will capture congressional seats and local
government posts in the May 2019 elec-
tions, Some of their members have also
heen appointed to the BTA,

As in the now-extinct Autonomous He-
gion in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM}, the new
Bangsamoro regime creates two nexus of
political* authority—the BTA, and the ol
system of dyniasties present fn Congress and
- LGUs, For: sure, the traditional’ politicians
will sheak-into the BAR ‘parliaroent; while
some BTA leaders will morphiinto politiclans
with their own fiefdoms. The Bangsamoro
Organic Law (BOL) guarantees such oppos-
ing claims of authority when Congress ex-
punged a-provision hanning political dynas-
ties inthe new Moro region. This compro-

(BTA), led by Chief Minister Al Hajj

GBMMENTAHY

BOBBYM TUAZON

litlcal system”which the BOL enshrines. ¢
~Thus, the BTA will have to ﬁ:o'_exist-ZWi'th '
the bedrock of feadal power in the region,.
" Thisis expected since the MILF as a rebel
" group was not keen oh chang,mg existing -

power relanonshlps that would have de-
mocratized. access to governance for the

_marginalized populatmm. Under: couns-_
tence, the region’s political families: wm

compete for a bigger pie of the tegtons
economic resources and devefopment op
portunitics in the new system. :

mentinclusive and depriving the local pow-
er blocs the chance to expatid their political
base so critical in future political exercises.
How will the MILEF-led BTA balance. itself
against the hegerhonic influence of the pow-
ers-that-be without yielding to old politics?
Now the BTA’s program, Murad says, pri-
oritizes education, health, economic devel-
opment, Infrastruéture and “moral leader-
ship™ in Moroland. Whether such a program
will alleviate the social injustice that ignited
the Moro struggles is unclear, ‘Truth is, what
can potentially corvect the historical social
injustice against thé Moros—Iland tredistri-
bution and the settling of land disputes--—is
indiscerniblein the BOL, much less included
in the BTA's menu of 10 priorities. '
Yet agrarian reform constitutes the real
transition that will put closure to centuries-

‘With'more than half of the 8o-membef  mise runs srﬁack’ag’ainSt _the’ '_‘demé'c_féti_c:bdf:
BTA, the Moro. Islamic: Liberation: Frosit-

(MILE) rebel group-turned- -political force.

i The MILF cadres in"the BTA’ faée a nar-
“row window in makiig the interim govern-’

: iong socml unrcst fueled by land disposses-

sion ahd displacement. The right to land is
the heart of the armed conflict i the Mo-
“roland. The political territory in the ex-
+ panded Moro region serves matuly for self-

- governance and autonomy where, based on
" the BOL, existing land propérty ownerships
ate retained even if these had been acquired
by the elite, the transnational cotporations
ang - powerful clans over decades of anti-
.Moro atrocities. Without redistributive

land reform to rectify unjust property rela-
tions that lock millions of landless farmers

-to perpetual poverty, the peace that the

new order seeks to establish will not Jast.
Peace advocates and progressives may

still give critical support to the new

Bangsamoro regime for as long as its new

- leaders institute policy reforms toward in-

clusive governance, where grassroots
commumtles have a voice in charting the
reglon’s political and growth maps. Such
optlon may include forming political par-
ties to engage in the region’s parliamen-
tary elections.

Another option is to work for agrarian
reform as & social justice platform. The
BTA and the elected parliamentary gov-
ernment that will succeed it should take
this as a legitimate challenge. To make this
happen, however, the Bangsamoro leader-

“ghip needs a reform vision, and must be

ready to deal with local oligarchs and cor-
porate landholders, This is the acid test for
the new Bangsamoro leadership. m J]

Bobby M. Tuazon is the policy studies di-
rector of the Center for People Empow-
erment in Governance and teaches in UP

Manila.
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Séarb_ofough_ﬁ Phl fisland temtory’
-~ that US mutually must defend

“the Phl-US Mutual Defense 'Ireaty

B of the Parties is deemed to include

. anarnied attack on the metropolitan ter-
ritoty of either of the Parties, or on the
island tertitories under its jarisdiction

“in, the Pacific Ocean, its. armed forces,
- public vessels or aircraft in the Pacific.”
. Searborough Shoal, 120 miles west of
- Zambales, is one suchisland territory of
“the Philippines. Manila has exercised
jutisdiction over it since the 1700s. Chi-
nese warships, from 600 miles away,

- grabbed the shoalin 2012, The 2016 UN
arbitration invalidated China’s baseless
claim to Scarborough. Manila peaceably,
_creatively, resolutely must tetake it.

China threatens violence on any Manila
effort to reasserl sovereigniy. It water
cannons and rams Filipino fishing boats
that venture near, China-alone is esca-
lating hostilities. The US must help the
Philippines defend Scarborough under
“the 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty.

.~ The Spanish colonial authority in
Manila patrolled Scarborough as part
of the territory. The shoal first was
identified in Philippine maps as “punto
de mandato” or official outpost, then
named Scarborough, Panacot, and Bajo
de Masinloc. (Present name: Panatag.)
The Treaties of Paris, 1898, and of Was%%
ington, 1900, ceded the archipelago
to the US. ‘The American colonial seat
continued to control the shoal, Geo-

- detic surveys and; scientific researches
were conducted there. Commerce was
governed and shipwrecks litigated in
Manila. Jurisdiction was transferred in
1935 to the Philippine Commonwealth,
and in 1947 to the Philippine Republic.
The US Departments of State, of Way, of
Commerce, and of the Navy confirmed
Manila's sovereignty over Scarborough
in official exchanges in 1937-1938.

holds: “An armed attack on'either .

* Philippine

Fagn: \ l

.- From the historical events and legal
documents, interdational maritime law
- gxpeitDr, Jay L. Batongbacal concluded:
c41f Gearborough Shoal was inctuded as
~part of the archipelago transferred by -
thes to:the independent Republic
“of the Philippines, then it is arguably
figland territory” subject to
- Amiérican: defense commiiments unider
- “Thisis important in light of the most
' prominent means by which China now
“asserts its claims to the South China

 Sea: Through the use of lightly armed

‘bt large Coast Guard vessels against
“foreign ships and more recently through
~reclamations. . T : o
" {(Note that the Chinese Coast Guard
 recently was placed under the Navy.)
“Under present circumstances, the
“only thing that prevents legal com-
mitments under the MDT from being
invoked are that there has not been “an
armed attack ... on the island terti tories
...its armed forces, public vessels or
-aireraft) - ‘ _ _
. “If China were to aggressively use

* its vessels in the same way it did with

Vietnam, and ram or sink Philippine
vessels, it could qualify as an armed
attack that would engage US defense

comuuitments.” ) 4
Batongbacal said that in Sept. 2014,

His lecture, "Bajo de Masintoc (Scar-
borough Shoal); Less Known Facts vs.
Pubiis%ied Biction,” is available on Jrion,

1, website of the Institute for Maritime
and Ocean Affairs.

Avoiding confrontation, President
Rody Duterte has shelved the 2016 UN
victory. He is employing appeasement.
China has shown only increasing delib-
crate belligerence.

Even il Manila does not reassert
sovereignty over Scarborou h, China
should be careful to not push its luck.
Batongbacal said:

“If China were to attempt to install
a station on, or undertake reclamation
of, Scarborough to transform it into
an artificial island, it wotttd amount
nothing less than a permanent taking
of a piece of Philippine territory, and
therefore be considered a direct threal
to the territorial integrity of the country.
The Philippines would then be entirely
justified in sending public ships to im-

pede or prevent such taking. If China
thien responds ini the same way as it did
with Vietnam with respect to the oil rig,
by deploying a protective fleet of ships
1o block anid ram stich Philippine vessels,
then it will thereby be carrying out a
fhreat of an external armed attack while
actually taking the shoal.”




- That is because the MDT in Article.
III states: “The Parties, through thoir
Toreign Ministers or their deputids,”
will consult together from time to time
regarding. the implementation of this

~Treaty and whenevér in the-opinion of

“cither of them the lerritotial integrity,
political independence .or security of
cither ofthe parties is threatenod byan
external armed attack in the Pacific.”

- Said Batongbacal: “China’s conlinu-
ing blockade of Scarborough is thus

. skirting a very fine and dangerous liney it

“has pushed the envelop to t ¢ point that
just one mistake will qualify its actions
as an atmed attack wider the MIDT. The
question that miust be asked-and: Hous-,

ly considered now is whether angd how"
the Philippine government is preparing
'fot these scenarios and contingencies,”

Triangle-shaped and ten miles wide,
Scarborough covers about 150, sqkm.,
about one-fourth of Metro Mariila, It is
strategic to Philippine environmental
security; food security, commerce, and

“defense, Only 1.5 to 13 meters deep, the
waters ringed by reefs and rocks teem
with fish and other marine life, Chloro-
phyll flow, meaning plankton, connéct
Scarborough to mainland Luzon. As
an outpost, the shoal can guarantee the
free flow of air and sea.trade, It guards
entrances to Manila and Subic Bays.

* *

Catch Sapol radio show, _ln turdays,
8-10 a.m.,, DWIZ, (882-AM). :

- Gotcha archives on Facebook: Ittps:ff
www.facebook.comipages/farins-Bon-
doc/1376602159218459, or The STAR
website Iittps:/fbeta.philstar.com/col-

1umns/134276{sotcha
%
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- commitnists’ Horeign’ fundmg s\lnds
: in different forms and from different .
countries since 1969 has bem the
maos 1mp0r1ani reason for its growth,
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Communists here have always relied on foreign funds

Accordmg to a news report, rep-

tesentatives of the newly formed

National sk Force to. End Local
Communist Insurgency (Executive

Order 70} fet with officials of the - - O _ _
depmy head.of the Mamla thai _
segional committée of the CPPin -
the early 1970s was o physically -
receive the funds, whichwas about

European Uinion 1o reveal that
funds of a number of Europe-based
“do-gooder” NGOs and even of the
Belgian government have in fact
been channeled to the Communist
Pasty of the Philippines (CPP} and
its New People’s Atmy (NPA). -

“These have been disguised as fund-
ingfor pro;ectsofmdlgenous peoples
and other marginalized sectors.

The task force presented initelli-
gence reports of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines that showed

that the Belgian government itself

had released the first tranche of
mote than 621,000 euros (P36
million) out of a 15-milion-euro
(886 million) glam Lo some non-
governmenit organizations for.its

2017- 2021 "huymanitarian” pro- -

grams to the Philippines.
. - The military identified seven of
these recipient organ izations. "We

brmg this to the U as-one of our .

major concetns-and we seek youir

cooperation for the sake of our.

people by helping us stop the flow
of funds,"-Alex Paul Mortteagudo,
Director Géneral-of the National
Intelligence:Coordinating Agency
{NICA} was quoled as saymg ina
news repott..: :

Nothmg new

-

‘The news really.is.not tiew. ln con-

trast to their,claims that the: CPP
and the NA have grown because of
the rightness of their cause and the

people’sisupport, the truth js that

they grew and surtived from foreign
finding froqe their inception,

That-newsreport triggered-in my

mind images of the time when 1 was
a communist cadre receiving funds
from China for out revolution:.
Since its ¢stablishment in 1968
upto 1975, when Ferdinand Mar-

cas-and his wife Imelda met with

Mao Zedong in Beijing, the nter-
national Division of the Chinese
Communist:Party.regularly-sent
funds tosthe GBI & v
_That was when China's. "(,feat
Helmsman,!party chairman Mao
Zedong was an.adherent of Leon
Trotsky's “permanént revolution”

theory; that. conimunism cannot .

exist and M. just. one or two na-

tions but has to be "exported” to

developing nations.

“Filipino courses

“That Mao ﬁnanced Jose Malla
Sisofi's party is not conjecture, hor -
something I read: spmewhere or-. -

heald_frpm__somebody

P200,080 monthly, a huge sum for

; that time, equwa[em to at least P1
mijlion today. -

Parénqiac‘

“That was work assigned t6 me by the
head of the regional commluee, who

has lived for four decades now as a -

middle-class Canadian in'Totonto,

- 1 would later find out that it
was a job given'to him pusmn]ly
by Sison, but he was too paranoid
about his personal security that
he passed on_ the chore 10 me.

‘That chore ended after about four

mionths when Sison. fﬂurid out
that it wasn't that now l1Iipmo-

Canadian who petsonally received
the funds but me, and ardered him®

to carry out the job himself.

still barely out of my teenst the

tume, [ was excited over the cloak-
and-dagger nature of my meetings
with the Chinese communist
cadre. The usual venue was the
“loge" section of movie-theaters

< in-Chinatown, at the first screen-
 ing tinte in the morniag, when the

place-was practically empty.

The venues for the mmeetings had
been agreed beforehand. The pre-
cise date and time were set through
a code in a wanted ad in the clas-
sified ads section of the Manila
Bufletin, looking for “Maid Yaya."
The telephone number given inthe

-ad had a code that deterntined the
“day.and tinie of the meeting.

. The Chinese communist cadre,

. a young man who looked to me

like a People’s Liberation Army of-
ficer, spoke in that kind of Filipino
taught in universities abroad, for-
mal, not the kind you hearspoken
in real life, which made it difficult
for me to understand.

Iwould learn years later that the Chi-
nese intetligence officers had leaned
Filiptno in a Moscow university,
whete two exiles of the . pro-Russia

Partido Komunistd ng Pilipinas -

taught a course on the Janguage.
In each of our meetings, 1 would

|

# The then defense secrotary Juan Ponce Enrile inspects the intercepted

brief the Chinese agent on deveiop
meiits.in the county — with my
s_uper;or_;e]l_mg_me to exaggerate the
growth ofthe revolutionand the party

‘Mao's huge role was crucial

for the giowth of Sison's patty,
that there was even a five-man
_deEegauon in Beijing that was a

Jiaison for this. This episode has-
"been reported in'detail in Mario
‘Miclat’s book Seciets of the Figh-
- teeri Mansions, which 1 reviewed

in a 2010 column. “Secrets of the
Communist Party.”

_The 18 mansions” are the
buildings in a secret compound
in Beijing where the Chinese
Coramunist Party in the 1960s
and 1970s housed delegations of
communnist parties from all over
the wotld to facilitate its clandes-
tine aid to their own insurgencies.

The Chinese communists’

support for Sison-was such that .

it even secretly set up at huge
cost-a factory that manufactured
the US assault rifle M-14s, since

“they didn’t want to risk having

their standard rifles, patterned
after the Russian AK-47, cap-
tured, thereby exposing their
role in fomenting revolution.
(The factory would be the core of
Norinco — China North Indus-
iries Group Corp. Ltd, — which

“has become one of the world's

largest weapons manufaclurer,

flooding the market now with

cheap knock-offs of renowned

US and European pistols.)

The NPA tried to land 5,000
tifles froin China through {wo
ships, the MV Karagatan and MV

-Andrea in July 1972, The arms
landings failed miserably. The first

ship fanded in Digoyo Point in Esa-
bela, which the NPA thought was

b landing 0f arms from China—a haul that included automatic riffes,
' ammunltlon, hazoukas, mnrtars and anti-aircraft guns,

deserted but which actually was
a busy refuge for fishermen and
loggers, who promptly aletted the

- military of a ship bringing onshore

suspiclous-looking crates.

. The other, the MV Andrea, was
lost In a storm, and saved by the
Hong Kong coast guard, The two
ships were inanned by UP student
activists given a few months’ crash
course on how to sail a ship. Sison
1old them Mao Zedong Thought
would speed up their education
o1t maritime matters.

When Marcos announced the
interception of the arms ship-
ment of the MV Karagatan, the
Liberal Party, especially its star
Benigno Aquino Jr, ridicuted it as
fake, intended he said to prepare
people’s minds for the declaration
of martial law.

The entire feadership of the
Armed lorces, however, became
frightened that the might of China
was upon the coantry, and behind
the NPA, and therefore wholeheart-
edly supported Marcos' declaration
of martial law. With its Vietham
quagmire already reeling out of
control, and its milisary bases here
a crucial part of its war in that
countsy, i was a no-brainer for the
1S to support Marcos’ martial Jaw:

Another irany — o1 tragedy —
of aur history, isn't it? The coms-
munists’ wish to get arns from
China gave Marcos a good reason
for imposing martial jaw, which
they claim was the worst thing lo
‘have happened to our country.

Email: tigho.manilatimes @
_ gmail.com
Facebook: Rigoberto Tiglao
Twitter: @bobitiglo
Archives at: wwwirigobertotigho.cotm
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10 ‘disillusioned’ NPA rebels surrender
in Maguindanao

By Edwin Fernandez

COTABATO CITY — Ten communist rebels, who said they have grown disiflusioned with the terror-
listed group, surrendered to the Philippine Marines on Wednesday, a military official said.

Lt. Col. Oliver Baylon, commanding officer of 7th Marine Battalion Landing Team {MBLT-7), said
Thursday the surrenderers belonged to the Cherry Mobile Platoon of the New People’s Army (NPA)
Guerilla Front 73 operating in the upland areas Sultan Kudarat and Maguindanao provinces.

“All of them were from the Teduray indigenous community who were duped by NPA rebel leaders
into joining their ranks and fight the government,” said Baylon.

Baylon, whose unit operates under the area of responsibility of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division
(61D) in Central Mindanao, said the surrenderers also expressed disillusionment with the rebel
movement. The NPA, the armed wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines, is listed as a
terrorist organization by the European Union and the United States.

The Marine official added that the military's "relentless pursuit operations in the hinterland areas of
Kalamansig and Lebak towns in Sultan Kudarat and North Upi and South Upi municipalities in
Maguindanao have also contributed to the rebels' decision to turn themselves in.

Baylon said the surrender was also facilitated by the local officials of Barangay Rifao, Neorth Upi,
Maguindanao.

The surrenderers were presented Wednesday to Brig. Gen. Eugenio Hernandez, commander of the
1st Marine Brigade, North Upi Mayor Ramon Piang and South Upi Mayor Reynalbert Insular at the
headquarters of the MBLT-7 in Sitio Plateau, Barangay Mirab, North Upi, Maguindanao.

The former rebels turned over two AK-47 rifles, one M16 rifle, one hand grenade, and assorted
ammunition.

“We are tired of hiding. We also experienced hunger, hardship, and dissatisfaction of the NPA
ideology,” Jerome alias 'Ka Jun-Jun’, one of the surrenderers, told Marine officials.

The local governments of North Upi and South Upi have initially included the surrenderers in the
municipal payroll system as casual employees with a monthly pay of PHP5,000 to support their

families.

Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, the Army’s 610 commander, welcomed the former rebels to the fold of
law.

Sobejana said that if they are eligible, the returnees may avail of the Enhanced Comprehensive
Local Integration Program (E-CLIP) of the government for them to start a new life and live

peacefully with their families.

On Feb. 22, five former NPA rebels from the Dulangan-Manobo cultural community in Sultan
Kudarat province also surrendered to the Marines in the area and had received immediate

assistance under the program. (PNA)
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