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‘Inday Sara Show’

vs.opposition packs up

' By EDITH REGALADG .

I)AVAO CITY — Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte-

- Carpio’s.mother Elizabeth Zimmerman has stepped into
the word war between Carpio and Viee President Leni

Robredo and the opposition’s Otso Diretso senatorial
candidates, telling the mayor to end her “bullying.”.

- “Kaninag tunaga, nakatang-"
&ap ako ng phone call galing sq.
nanay ko ua pasa Davao City, .
at sinabi niya ‘wag daw ako

makipag-away at ‘wag ko raw

i-bully mig mge opposition sa

administration 2/ (Barly this
morning, I réceived a phone
call from my mother who is
in Davao City and she. told

me 1iot to pick a fight with

and bully the opposition to
the administration of} Presi-
dent Duterte,” Carpio said

yesterdtay during Hugpong ng "

Pagbabago (HNPYs campaign

- rally i Lipa City, Batangas.

~.5he said she js heeding her
miother’s call: “So mng-pack
up na po ang Inday Sara Show.
Wala i po siya. Sarade na po (So
the’Inday Sara Show” is pack-
ing up. It's gone. It's closed).”

“Sabi iig-nanay ko, ‘Alam ng
Inhat ug tao na anak ka i Rodrigo,

" pero dapat-malamay din nila na

anakka ni Elizabeth (My mother
told me, ’ Everyone knows you

- are the daughter of Rodrigo, but

“Turnto Page 8
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people should also know you
are the daughter of Elizabeth.)
Shut it down,” she added, _

The President’s daughter
has taken on the opposition
and Robredo on issues such
as honesty and the proposed
debate between the bets of
« Otso Diretso and HNE, which
* Carpio heads.

Carpio is known to be
as feisty as her father, and one
who does not back out from
any fight.

The President has repeat-

. edly admitted that he is

a pushover to Carpio, his
daughter with Elizabeth,
. his first wife, and his oth-
er daughter Veronica with
his long-time partner Honey-
let Avancefia,

Duterte aiso described
Carpio as the “alpha” of the
family who takes care of their
affairs.

Carpio, according to the
Chief Executive, is the one
that keeps the family intact
and at times even orders him

around if he is not dble to do

- whatever he promises for the

family, including providing
their allowances,
Zimmerman, who is suf-
fering from cancer, took a
respite from-her treatment
and went on a Biyaheng Du30
bus campaign going atound
Visayas and Mindanao, exactly

.amonth before the May 9, 2016

presidential elections.”
The Biyaheng Du30 bus
campaign was repottedly Zim-
merman’s idea:in support of
the father of her children. -

‘No trading of barbs

* Meanwhile, Robredo yester-

‘day said she would not trade

barbs with Carpio.

Insulting words do not help
address the problems of the
country, according to the Vice
President, ‘

“I can only control myself,
My policy really is if the dis-
cussion is no longer produc-
tive, if it involves insults, ]
don’t want fo get involved,”

she said in an interview
in Hong Kong where she
joined the campaign sortie
of five candidates of the Otso
Diretso. )

Asked about her reaction
on Carpio’s statement yes-
terday that she was scolded
by her mother for “bullying”
tg'e opposition, Robredo
said, “Mother knows best?”

Robredo added she would
only criticize wrongdoings
but would not insult people.

“If I think T need to say
something, I won't hesitate
no matter what the repercus-
sions will be,” she said,

.Carpicearlier dubbed Otso -
Diretso bets as “black holes”

for repeatedly challenging

administration-backed can-

“didates to a debate.

The presidential daughter
also fraded barbs with Robre-
do, who criticized her state-
ment that honesty should not
be an election issue,

Carpio called Robredo
a “fake vice president”
with questionable honesty -
and whose courage is also
fake. - With Helen Flores
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Consumers in Metro Manila and parts of Rizal province are bracing for water rationing
as water level at La Mesa Dam drops to 68.93 meters on Sunday afternoon.

By Patricia Denise M. Chiu
@PDMChiuINQ

Water rationing in Metro Manila and
parts of Rizal province looms as the
water level at La Mesa Dam continues
to drop with the onset of El Niﬁo..a clyy
spell triggered by periodic warming in
the eastern Pacific Ocean.

As of 4 p.m. on Sunday, water eleva-
tion at the dam had dropped to 68.93
meters, breaching the 6g-meter critical
low level.

It may further go down due to in-
creased demand, according to the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration (Pagasa).

Pagasa hydrologist Richard
Orendain said the water level at La
Mesa Dam had fallen because there
had been no significant rainfall since
December in Novaliches, Quezon City,
where the dam's watershed is located.

La Mesa, an earth dam, has an ideal
water level of 8o meters.

Demand for water from consumers

in Metro Manila and surrounding areas
has increased, partly due to the onset
of El Nino, Orendain said. (See related
story in Metro, Page A12.)

“As time goes on, and especially
with increased temperatures, the de-
mand really rises, compared to colder
months,” he said.

water supply from La Mesa Dam, has
implemented pressure and supply re-
duction schemes, which resulted in
service interruptions in parts of the
metropolis. ; '
Although La Mesa Dam elevation
levels are critical, Angat Dam in Bula-

Manila Water Inc, which gets its

FROM A
level of 200.97 meters as of
6 a.m. on Sunday, according to
Orendain.
Angat Dam's critical low lev-
elis pegged at 180 meters.
According to Manila Water,
its customers in Metro Manila
in 2018 required 1,650 MLD (mil-
lion liters per day).

Store water
Jevic Sevilla, Manila Water
spokesperson, said the water
concessionaire was “fine-tuning
its operational adjustments,”
“[The] objective [is to have] a
window where people will have

water, and for them to store wa-
ter for their needs;” Sevilla said
ina text message. ;

Orendain said water utilities
should inform customers about
service  interruptions, which
may continue, especially since
the country was now feeling the
effects of El Niiio,

He said service interruptions
were necessary for water utilities
to try to extend supply until the
onset of the rainy season,

Water at La Mesa Dam is ex-
pected to be replenished by the
end of May or the first week of
June, according to Pagasa.

The two concessionaires in
Metro Manila—Manila Water
and Maynilad Water Services

can province, which supplies ﬁ
water to La Mesa, has a healthy

Inc.—rely on the water supply
from Angat, Ipo and La Mesa
dams. Water from Angat passes
through Ipo where it is released
to La Mesa.

Maynilad also draws from
Laguna Lake water that it filgers
for distribution to customers in
southern Metro Manila (Mun-
tinlupa, Las Pifas and Paraia-
que cities, and parts of Cavite
province). :

Manila Water provides wa-
ter supply to the east
zone—Makati, Mandaluyong,
Pasig, Pateros, San Juan, Taguig,
Marikina, most parts of Quezon
City, San Andres and Santa Ana
in Manila—all in Metro Manila,

-as well as Angono, Antipolo,

Baras, Binangonan, Cainta, Car-
dona, Jalajala, Morong, Pililia,
Rodriguez, San Mateo, Tanay,
Taytay and Teresa—all in Rizal, -

Maynilad supplies water to
the west zone—all parts of Mani-
la except for San Andres and San-
ta Ana, some parts of Quezon
City (west of San Juan River, West
Avenue, Edsa, Congressional and
Mindanao avenues, the northern
part of Quezon City starting from
the districts of Holy Spirit and
Batasan Hills), Makati (west of
South Superhighway), Caloocan,
Pasay, Paranaque, Las Pinas,
Muntinlupa, Valenzuela, Navotas
and  Malabon-—all in  Metro
Manila. —wirh A eporT FroM IN-
QUIRER RESEARCH INGQ
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PH can’t afford to w

age

war against China — Duterte

By GENALYN D, HABILING

The country eannot not aiford
Lo wage war with China over the
South China Sea dispule because
itisa"rich" counlry With "plenty of
good qualily woapons," PPresident
Duterte declared lasi Friday.

In his visit to ‘Negros Ocei-

dental last Friday, the President
admitted thal going Lo war against
China might only lcad to the mas-

sacre of govermment troops.
I we go to war against Ching, T'would

lose all my soldiers just as they arve leay- -

ing for the war: 1t will be a_inassacre, We
don'l have the capaeily to fight thom,” o
saldin his remarks, -

"Unlike China, our money is heing
spent for education and the leachers!
wages. They used 1o feod their people with
rations, but what they did was they imann-
faclyred many weapons,” he said.

e noted that China hag "improvec
a lot" amid the couslruction hoom that
generated jobs for its nationals. "Now that
they are rich country, they have plen Ly of

good quality weapons... for many years,

- they were ordered by {heir president to

keep on ereating guns," he added,
- The President, however, reaflirmod

-his revolve to protect the nation "from

1hose who want Lo occupy out land," He
acknowledged that Chiita was now "at its
farthest” in the disputed region,

"Fhey are only ujy to that point. Nobody
said hefore that we should blace cannons
and machine guus here, So China claimed
it. Bh < they ave only up to there," he
said, . :

The Philippines hasg a long-running
dispuie with China's sweeping claims in
tire South China Sea. .

The country won an avhitration ruling
nullifying Beijing's claims hut Duterte opt-
ed to pursue bilaicral dialogue with China
to manage the territoria dispute for now,
When Chinese President Xi Jinping vig-
ited Manila late last yea, he and Duterte
agroed to slay commitied to addressing
disputes by peaceful means without resort-
ing Lo the threal or use of force.

Some groups have eriticized the Du-
terle gavernment for not doing enough to
protest China's inercased militavy buildup
in the disputed territory,
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By Jeannette L. Andrade
@jiandradeINQ

Only the Armed Forces of the
Philippines chief of staff can
approve or reject information
recuests to the military estab-
lishment,

The AFP over the weekend
officially released its manual on
freedom of information (FOI),
cascading to all ground units the
standard operating procedures,
remedies and administrative fin-
bilities in enforcing President
Duterte’s Bxecutive Order No. 2
which provides for the people’s
right to information.

“The public has the right to
know the right information at

the right time. An informed pop-

ulace is a source of naticnal
power and right information can
cmpower Filipinos of informed
decision,” Col. Nocl Detoyato,
chief of the AFP public affairs of-
fice {PAQ), said at the FOI semi-
nar and induction of FOI action
officers and staif of unified com-
mands and military units at
Camp Aguinaldo on Friday,

Retrieved or denied

In the APP's manual, the
AFP-PAQ chief is tasked to re-
ceive, assess, evaluate and trans-
mit FOI requests filed by a clti-
zen with the concerned offices
and units,

Requested information shall

be retrieved or denied on valid

grounds by the offices and-
unlts, which decision should be

relayed to the AFP-PAO chief

wha then will communicate
with the AEFP chicf of staff,
AFP chief’s approval

It states that based on the

“reconmnendations of cognizant

offices and units, relayed to the
AVFP-PAOQ chief, the ALP chief of

staff “shall solely approve or de-

ny the release of the requested
information,” . )

‘The AFP-PAQ chicf is 'then
tasked to get in touch wiih the
requesting party to commiu-
nicate the approval or denial
of the velease of the informa-

tion requested, - _

- Based on the AFP's FOT man -
al, the AFP can deny a request if
tie identity of the requesting par-
ty is fictitious; it is prompted by
sheer idle coriosity or ulterior mo-
live; it is conlrary to law, movals,
good customs, or public policy; it
Is for & commercial purpose; and
it will compromise nacional, oper-
ational and personnel secuity.

The manual provides reme-
dies for the denial of informa-
tion requests and Itsts down ad-
ministrative penalties under the
Atticles of War and the Code of
Conduct and BEthical Standards
for Public Officials and Empioy-
ces for failure of military per-
sonmel to act on requests, ING
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" UNTV Cup: AEP guns fdr
- sweep of title series

Armed Forces of the Phitippines {AFP) hopes
- “to become the first three-tinve champion in the
" UNTY Gup as the Cavaliers go for a sweep of
" . theit. litle series with the Senale Defenders loday
" at the Smar Aranole Coliseunt.
- 1. Their confidénce boosted by a thriting 76-73
.- coma-from-behind win in the operier of the best-
* oF-three tille series on March 3, the Cavaliers
“vowed to pull all stops in the 7 p,m. encounler fo
cormptela ancther year of dominant performance.
As in their previous twa champlonships, the
Cavaliess hope to get significant numbers from
velerans Boyet Baulista and Eugene Tan - the
. same players who p:ovided lhe offensiva puach
. that flaltened the reigning titlisl In the.tournament
-, organized by UNTV preeldenl and CEQ Dr,
. Daniel Razon,
tn what could be his most pmduchva game of
. the season, Tan scatlered18 pomts including
a huge three with 1:27 remaining to snatch ot
ihe win from the Defenders, who ted #7
"most of the way. Q\
. Using his guile niost of the tnie, the
", B-fool-7 Bautista contributed 15 points — notte
~mention the intangibles he provided to the team
© that prevented the Defendeis from pulting away.
AFP’s Education Benefit Syslems Office slands
* . toreceive a tax-free P4 million from UNTV if the
7 .. Gavalicrs go on to win the championship against
" ateam seeking lo become Ihe first back-to-back
. champion in the league now on ils seventh year,
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AFP guns for UNTV Cup

Game roday
(Smart Araneta Coliseunm)
7 pam. - AFP.vs Senate

ARMED * FORCES of

{he Philippines _(AFP).

hopes to become the first
three-time champion in
the UNTV Cup as the
Cavaliers go for a sweep
of their ditle series with
the Senate Defenders to-
day at the Smart Araneta
Coliseum.

"Their confidence boost-
ed by a thrilling 76-73

come-from-behind - win in

the opener of their best-of-
three title series on March

3, lhe C(w"thels vowcd to

; 'pull all the stops in their 7.
p.m, encounter to complete
~ another ‘year of dominant
performance in the tour-

nament chIgned for puh-
lic servants.

Also with two cham-
plonslups are the Judi-

ciary Magis of Supreme

Court - Administrator
Jose Midas Marquez.

As intheir previous two
championships, the Cava-
liers hope fo get signifi-

cant numbers from vet-

erans Boyet Bautista and
Eugene Tan - the same
players who pmvxdcd the
offensive punch that flat-

crown

tened the reigning titlistin

the tournament organized
by UNTYV. president and
CEO Dr. Daniel Razon,

‘In what could -be his
most productive game of
the season, Tan scattered
18 points, including a

huge three with 1:27 re-

maining to snatch the win
from the Defenders, who

‘led most of the way.

Using his guile most
of the time, the 5-foot-7
Bautista contributed 15
points — not 1o mention
the intangibles he pro-
vided to the team that
prevented the Defenders
from pulling away.
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Stop PCSO militarization, DU30 urged

Cam is hoping that no military or former military

official will be next in Balutan’s position

By Gladys itae Ablon

A board member of the Philippine
Charity Sweepstakes Office (PGS0)
appeated to President Dutorte
yesterday to stop the militarization
of the agency and appoint a leader
with a heart for the peor.

Sandra Cam, a former whistleblower
whose bid to head the PCS0 as
early as 2017 was hurt by the
sucecessive appointments of two
former military men in Jose Jorge
Corpuz and Alexander Balutan,
made the appeal following the firing
of Balutan, an ex-Marines gencral,
on corruption charges,

“It's time {o stop militarization
within the CS0,” Cam said.

Cam claimed.-that since
Balutan took over the PCSQ,
the agency’s revenue has been

steadily declining because he did.

not charge franchisees to operate
the Authorized Agency Corporation.

A leader with a heaxt for the
poor should be appointed to
prevent it from l_ming militavized.

Agency revenue should be
available at Small Town Lottery
(STL) operations, she noted.

Cam is hoping thai ne military
or former military officiat will be
next in Balutan's position, She
insisted that a leader with a heart

for the poor should he appointed to
prevent it from being militarized.

Cam also confirmed allegations
of subcontracting during the
administeation of Balutan who was
appointed POSO general manager
in 2018, )

Batutan isa member of the Philippine
Military Academy class of 1083,

Close to being appointed two
years ago, Cam's bid to head
the ageney was hurt by her
poreeived closeness to gambling
tyeoon Charlie *Atong” Ang,
who is seen to benefit from her
appointment.

Ang 1s the owier of Meredien
Vista Gaming Corp. which has
jal-alai operations within the
Cagayan Economic Zone Authority.
His business, ii is said took a
beating from the reforms initiated
by Corpuz and Balutan,
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Duterte vows to fulfill promises

until ‘dying day’

By ALEXIS ROMERO .

President Duterte has
vowed to fulfill his promises
until his “dying day,” months
before a midterm election
widely seen as a referendum
on his administration.

Duterte, whose bold pro-

nouncements on drugs and
corruption helped him seize a i . i
- cotruption campaign.and his |

landslide victory in 2016, said
he would be embarrassed if
he fails to make good on his
promises.

“I don’t make promises that
I can't keep. If I'say itin public,
I will fulfill that until my dying

day. Even if I have to rot, I will

do it as long as I can fulfill it,”
Duterte said during the distri-
bution of land ownership cer-
tificates in Negros Occidental
on Friday. '

“That is my message to
you, Believe it because’ even

though it sounds arrogant,..

that message came from the

will never allow my promises
to fail because I don’t want
to be embarrassed in. front of
Filipinos,” he added.

Duterte has been on legacy
mode in his recent public
engagements, enumerating
the accomplishments of his

to sustain his reforms in his last
three years in office.

Last month, he claimed to
have delivered onall his prom-
ises except easing the traffic
wocs in Epifanio de los Santos
Avenue, Metro Manila’s main
thoroughfare.

Calling himself- “a worker |
of government,” Duterle cited .
anew his administration’s

- pains. He mentioned the laws :

on free education and uni-

" versal health care and the ad- .

ditional funding for the cash :
trapsfer program. j

The President also cited,
“his dismissal of some Cabinet .
‘members as part of his anti-

intensified crackdown on ii—-g
legal drugs. He had vowed to'
end the drug scourge within.

the first six months of his term
but later admitted that it was
not doable because several of-
fictals are inyolved in narcolics
trade, _

The Chief Executive also
promised to continue the land
reform program to persuade
commuunist rebels to abandon
the armed struggle.

“For my remaining three
years, [ will give away all

. government-owned lands to

President of the Philippines. I | g, seople. They ate of no use

to the government, anyway.
The mountains are very vast.
Except for the military reserva-
tion, Their area is very large,”
Duterte said.

“But there's nothing like
that in the mountains. So, I

X M instructed (Agrarian Reform
administration and promising

Secretary John) Castriciones
to give the lands away to the
people because that is one of
our most pressing problems,”
he added,

The President also promised
to fast-track the distribution
of fertilizers and joked that

they should be used to “bury”
members of the communist

- armed group New People’s

Army. _

“Bury the NPAs in those
fertilizers. I will give you
2,000 plus. I will give you cell-
phones. My phone number is
thete so you can call... Get it
froni the police here. This is my
police. Where is yours? Lel’s
sce who is ‘morée beautiful,”
Duterte said.

“I will give you this. The
price is also included here al-

- teady. Massaie,body, one half,
~massage all t
. joking to make you laugh, That

e way.., I'm just

is our agreement, okay? If you
don't follow it, 1 will get back
at you and shoot you with an
armalite. Iwill be the one to fire

_the first shot,” he added.

Aside from fighting corrup-

. lion and illegal drugs, Duterte
*. has also promised to pursue

“peace talks with communist
“and Muslim rebels and to push
“for a federal form of govern-

ment. - With Louise Maureen
Simeon

Page: ¢



Troopers seize IED,

RCASTRNEE

firearms in Agusan

By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN

Army soldiers recovered
an improvised explosive
device (1IED), fircarms and
other items following an
encounter with suspected

Agusan del Norte over the
weekend,
the items recovered were two
rifles, a pistol, electrical wires,
a grenade, ammuuoition, five
phones, binoculars and pei-
sonal belongings.

The encounter between the
troopers and at least 10 guer-
rillas occurred in Barangay

AW

New People’s Anmy (NPA)
guerrillas in Buenavista,

Aside from the IED, among -

- Lower Olave on Salurday, ac-

cording to 1/Lt. Rocl Magla-
lang, civil military operalions
officer of the Avmy's 23rd
Infantry Battalion (IB), -
Maglalang said the troop-
ers were ersFonding to a
report about the presence of
armed mei in the arca when
they clashed with the rebels.
Lt. Col. Francisco Molina
I, chief of the 23rd 1B, attrib-

_uted the recovery of the items

to the cooperation between
the residents and the militacy.

“Fhrough the cooperation
of the civilian stake&wlders,
we were able to save lives by
thwarling the hostite plang of
the rebels,” Molina said.
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| Soldiers, |
'NPA clash
in Agusan

Troops of the Army 23rd Infantry
Battalion encountered more or less
10 New People's Army rebels in
Agusan def Norte last Saturday,

A military report disclosed that
the encounter took place In Purck 7,
Barangay Lower Clave, Buenavista,
atabout 11:5Ga.m,

The 23rd 1B received reports from
concerned clvillan residents about the
presence In their barangay of armed
men believed to be NPA rebels,

Lt. Col. Francisco L. Molina
Jr, commander of the 23rd 1B,
immediately sent out troops to check
on the information, i

Upon reaching the area, they
chanced upon mora or less 10-fully
armed NPA rebels, A firefight ensued
for about five minutes, after which

. the NPA fled to different directions.

Upon securing the ares, the

" government troops recovered two
Carbine M1 rifles, a caliber .22 pistal,
an anti-personnel mine-armed with

blasting cap,’ 30 meters of electrical -

wires, three cartridges of 40mm, HE, a
hand grenade, three UHF commercial
radios (Cignus), three magazines
for Carbine tifles, 350 rounds of
liva ammunition for Carbine rifles,
five celf phones, two binoculars, a
monocular, a sniper scope, and seven

personal belongings, and subversive
documents, ,

Molina thanked concerned
citizens of Barangay Lower Ofave for
providing timely information abott
the presence of NPA rebels in their
area, (Francis Wakefield) |

pack bags contalning hammock,

Page: 4,,,_
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Dutette to rebels: Wait until you are awarded |

lands, don’t illegally occupy them

By GENALYN D. KABILING .

President Duterte has w:arnqd
Communist rebels anew qga;nst il-
legally oceupying or stealing 1ands,.
saying they should instead drop _th(?il
weapons and wait to become land re-

reform for the remainder of his term,
the President said he has dirceled the
military {0 “kill" armed rebels who il-

- legally occupy private or public lands.

wphe NPAs are meddling again,
That's what T really don’t like about
them, They said Lhey are the ones
who decided to occupy a prop-

form heneficiaries,

P pr T will tell the military to kil

them,” he said during the disteibution

of land ownership cerlificates in Sagay,
Negros Occidental last Friday,

"Why will you steal lands? You should
wait if yott want to have big fands, We'll
divide that properly" he said,

Duterté remained confident that

rich landowirers would support the land -

reform program and share their vast
lands with the poor. "The rich ones and
the Catholics will understand. There is
always a time to be a landowner and a
big billionaive and a time just for a shriple
life,” he added. -

The President made the remarks
after expressing concern about the al-
leged involvement of the rebels with the
killing of sugar famers in Sagay, Negros
Occidental last year .

He maintained that the government
was not behind the violence against the
farmers,

"Ireally came here because I wanted
to sec who were (he ones who fought over
a piece of land. Those sons of hfvovsss Tt
wasi't even their land,” the President
said. ,

"I'hey were fighting over a piece of
land here in Sagay and then blamed the
government for it. What have we gof to
do with that? You are the only ones killing
each other there because with the NPAs,
if they don't reach a resolution, they kill,"
he added, 7

The military had eartier claimed that
the farmers were used by the commu-
nist rebels to discredit the government.
Charges have been filed against the sus-

* Ashevowed lopursue genuine land

Duterte to rebels....

41

pects behind the slay of farmers. .
Instead of waging a failed rebellion,
Duterte urged the communist vebels Lo
lay down their arms and surrender to
authorities. He said rebels would mever

win in anything" and will just "keep on

killing and terrotizing people.”
"It would be beller if you drop your
guns and tatk. Let's talk about how we're

_going ta diglribute the lands," he said.
In the same speech, the Presidentre-
_newed his commitment to give away "all

government-owned lands" (o the peaple
in the remaining three years in office,

He said he has directed Agrarian
Reform Secretary John Castriciones to
give the lands away to the people since
they have "no use to the governinent
anyway." L

He recognized that the agravian
reform program would help improve the

lives of Filipinos but also help address the ‘

communist armed struggle.
"This war will never end if wo dor'i
give them land, These people drcam of a

“bettér life for their children, better than

their life and the life of their forefathers,”
he said, } .
Axcd for imposing heliefs
The President said he removed cor-
munists he appointed in government

because they wanted to impose thely

ideals. - .

"I placed them In. government with
the hope that we would be able to reach
a common understanding. The worst
thing is they want to Ipose on govern-
nent their own ideals, Bot that wasnt,
our agreement, so I had to let them go,

12

"~ erly, but Iwon't Jet that happen.

»6

.\'

- a
. The ideal thing for them to have done |

would be to lobby the concerns of those !

. who are i the movement," Duterte said
- duving the distribution of Certificate of

Land Ownership Award (CLOA) in Sagay,
Negros Qccidental,

"The President particularly identified
former Department of Agrarian Reform
(DAR) Seeretary Rafael Matiano, former
Department of Social Welfare and Devel-
opment. (DSWD) Seeretary Judy Tagui-
walo, and former National Anti-Poverly
Commission (NAPC) Secretary and load
cotivenor Liza Maza as the appointees he
hadioremove,

"Da not even bring the ideology of an

* idiot here inour government, hecausc the

government will never wage war against
its own people, The job of the govertment
is to preserve the nation from those whe |
want bo occupy our land,” he said,

Duderte also urged the communist
avmed wing, New People's Army (NPA),
to stop the armed struggle.

“You NPAs must have lost your mind
when you believed in the armed steaggle.
We will just keep on Killing each other
(hen. Fifty-three years. Think about it,
Sleep on it. For 63 years so many lives
were wasted, You will die and get Innied
in the forest. Your children will grow up
not even knowing what vou look like,"
he said. :

The Communist Party of the Philip-
pines-NPA, inprevious reports, has heen
allegedly tagged in cases of extortion,

_nass murder; and violation of indigenous
people’s rights,

The US State Department and the
Furopean Union have hoth tagged the
CPP-NPA as a terrorist organization.
(With PNA) ’
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NPA rebel slain, soldier
wounded in Masbate
2-hour skirmish

By NIfiO N. LUCES

CAMP ELIAS ANGELRS, Camarines
Sur- A suspected New People's Avimy (NPA)
“was killed while one soldier was wounded in
a two-hour encounter in Balanz,ay Gangag,
Baleno town in Mashalo ])wwnce on Satur-
day morning.
i Captain Joash Pr. dmis, spokespemon
' of 9th Infaniry Division (91D) based in Pili,
Camarines Sur lold the Mauila Bulletin lhat
the fivefight started around ;40 a.m. and
lasted about 12 noon thal resulted in the
killing of still unidentificd suspeeled NPA
rehel, wounding of 1 soldier and recovery of
firearms, ammunitions and explosives.

Pramis said {hat combined elements
of 2nd hifantry Batlakion and 1sl Mashate
Mobile Force Company wore conducting
combat opelaiion in response {o reporis of
NPA's presence in Brgy. Gangao, when they
encountered undetermingd nuimber of NfA
rehels.

Chief Inspeelor Matu Calubacguib, Police
Regional Office 5 (PRO-5) spokesperson said
at least 36 NPAsied by cerlain Rolidet Tugho
ySalcedo, alyas Nonoy, Tugho or Ka Bungklg
of KP4-Mashate, Larangan 1 was encoun-
tered by troops of PNP and Philippine Army
while conducting combat operalions in line
with 15t MPMIC Oplan 88/2019"Sugod.”
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NPA rebel killed in Masbate

BY VICTOR REYES

GOVERNMENT forces rided »
lair of the New People’s Army in
Baleno, Masbare last Saturday and
killed ene of the rebels reportedly
engaged in exrortion and planning
attacks in the provinee,

Capt. Joast Pramis, spokesman
of the Avmy’s 9th Infantey Divi-
sion based in Camarines Sur, said
a firelight resulted in the woutnding
of one of the soldiers who was
promptly given medicat attention,

Pramis said troops from the
Army’s 2nd Infantry Batralion,
complemented by torees of the
PNP%s 1st Masbate Mobile Com-
pany, launched the operation in
harangay Gangao based on infor-
mation provided by residents.

Pramis said the rebels bave been
conducting extortion activity in the
area, victilﬁizing tapless civilians.

He added the rebels were said to
be planning to lavach attacks on
milieary and civilian targets,

Pramis said fighting between the
troops and the rebels, numbering
around 20 to 30 men from the
NPA’s Larangan | operating in
the province, broke out at arournd
940 a.m. and lasted for atmast
two hours.

During clearing operation, the
troops recovered at the scene the
bexiy of the still unidentified rchel,
an M16 rifle, a Molotov bomb,
three rifle grenades, two cartridges
of M203 ammunition and rebel
documents. :

Pramis said “pursuit nperation
is still.”

Saldiers from the 23rd Infantry
Batwalion scized vatious war ma.
teriel after  firefight with another
growpy of rebels ar around [1:50
am. in Buenavista, Apusan del

|y

Norte,

1Lt Rocl Maglalang, civil mili.
tary operations of the 23ed 13,
said the soldiers were on a secutity
aperation when they clashed with
about 10 rebels on Saturday in
Barangay Lower Olave, The rebels
withdrew after tracling punfire for
ahout five minures.

Troops recovered at the scene
two M1 rifles, a cal, 22 pistal, an
anti-personnel mine with blasting
cap, a 3-meter clectrical wire,
three cartridges of a 40mm pun,
# hand grenade, three UMY com-
neercial radios, three magazines
tor carhine rifles, 350 rouids of
live anumunition for carbine rifes,

Also recovered were five cell
Phones, two binaculats, one mon-
ocular, a sniper scope and seven
pack bags containing hammaock,
personal bcl()t}g{ings and subwersive

documents, '}
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Go pushes for Iocallzed peace talks with Reds

VI(TORIAS QIFY, Negros Occldental: Sen-
ate aspiran Christopher Lawrence
"Bong” Co was warmly welcomed
on Friday by people in the "Sugar-
bowl of the Philippines.”

i While on his visit, Go told his .

audtence that he was pushing for
the holding of peace talks at the
locat levet, especially in areas with
pockets of communisf insuzgency,
such as Negros Occidental.
. "Localized peace talks are the
“answer bécause Insurgency is
rooted in local conditions as well
and you are the ones who under-
stand best the culture and needs
of your locality,” said Go.

He had earlier encouraged the
communist rebels to take advan-
tage of President Rodrigo Duterte’s
offer for the resumption of peace
negotiations, butat the local level,

Residents from various cities

and towns of the province filled
the 10,000-capacity Victorias City
Gym to welcome Go and other
Senate candidates of the Partido
Demokratiko Pilipino-Lakas ng
Bayan {PDP-Laban), who were in
the province to rally support for
their party.
" Go gave details about his
legislative agenda if elected to
the Senate, Foremost among
these, he said, was the improve-
ment of the delivery of health
services in the country through
the institutionalization of the
Malasakit Center. _

“We now_ have 27 Malasakit
Centers nantionwide. The center
in Bacolod City was one of the first
established, the one here in Victo-
rias City was the third,” Go added.

"I would want to sponsor leg-
islation that would mandate the
creation of Malasakit Centers so
that even after the present admin-
istration and even when we are no
longer in government service, the
program will continue,” Go said.

A program of the Duterte ad-
ministration based on Go's idea,

a Malasakit Center makes it more
convenient and economical for
needy patients to avail them-
selves. of medical and financial
assistance from the government,
It puts together in one room ail
relevant government agencies
such as the Department of Health,
Department of Soctal Welfare and
Developinent, Philippine Chatity
Sweepstakes Office, and the Philip-
pine Health Insurance Corp.

Right choice

In the same rally, President Ro-
drigo Duterte told Negrenses that
suppotting Go is the right choice,
as he vouched for his honesty and
being a hard worker.

“I tell you, you won't go wrong

with him,” Duterte said, as he
vouched anew for the integrity of
his former top aide.

He shared that during his
terin as Davao mayor and even
into the presidency, he had en-
teusted Go in handling various
responsibilities. {n over two
decades of serving him, he said,
Go made sure all the resources
were properly distributed or
spent for intended purposes to
lielp the people.

Meanwhile, Go appealed to
his supporters to take down all
his campaign materials and tar-
paulin in places the Comnrission
on Elections {Comelec} had not
authorized.

Go told his supporters lrom
Silay City that white they were

{ree 1o express support for his
senatorial bid, “we mustdo this in
accordance wilh the law; we have
to follow the rules and regulations
of the Comelec.”

In December, Go commended
Silay City for its implementation
of laws and ordinance even if it re-
stlted in the removal of a tarpaulin
bearing his name at the cily plaza.

Go said he had no idea who
displayed the tarpaulin, but later
learned that Mayor Mark Golez
moved it to his private property
to express his support, h

He urged his supporters’to re-
frain from putting up campaign
materials in support of his can-
didacy, and instead use the funds
1o buy censtruction materials and
relief goods to help fire victims,
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Fg’ % UTUAN CITY, Agusan del Norte: The
%, Indigenous Peoples (IPs) in Mindanao is the
sector most vulnerable to the propaganda

BY ALEXANDER D, LOPEZ

va the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP)

and its armed wing, the New People’s Army
(NPA), according to a top military official.

said this in a statement sent (o the
media over the weekend.
Santos said the IPs were con-

Lt Gen. Lelimon Santos Jr.,
commuander of the liastern Mind-
anac Command (FastMinCom),

- sidered major stakeholders in the
peace and development in eastern
Mindanao, but they continue to
be defenseless and exposed to the
influence of the CPP and NPA,
This was manifested, he added,
in the large number or percent-
age of iPs in the ranks of NPA
combatants,

"We shall continue to imple-
ment our peace and development
program with cullure and conflict
sensitivity, We will be the bridge
of the IPs in their development

treeenzoe @he Fanila Thies | rese A

st vulnerable
Red propaganda’

as a tribe, people and commu-
nity,” Santos said.

In the same statement, East-
MinComi spokesman Lt. Col.
Lzra Balagtey said Santos tepre-
sented Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana during the 17th found-
ing anniversary celebration of the
Sovereign Tribal Council for Peace
and Development (SICPD) held
in Butuan City on liday, March 8,

SICPD is a conglomeration of
39 ribal groups and communities
in M:ndanao. lhhgtey aded. ﬁ?
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Commumsm isdead—EU

_By Marlu J. Mallarl

Gommumst Party of the
Philippines founding 'c_hairman
Jose Maria “Joma” Bison:
and his followers are using.
comnanism as an excuse in their. -
antigovernment campaign since

even the hm‘opean Union. (PU),
where the CPP sources funding,

“believes the 1deology is dead.

The BU does not bolieve that
the CPP-New People's Army (NPA)
continues 10 advoeate communism,
tluough armed revolution, which ig

rum !a paye 2




T T

Don’t the CPP-NPA
know that commumsm

From page 1

already considered as dead

throughout the world, Brig: Gen,

Antoriie Parlade Jr., deputy
chief of staff for Civil Military
Operations (J7) of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP),
sald, '

Parlade was part of the
National Task Force {(NTF)

delegation sent recently to

Europe fo discuss the insurgency

being waged by the CPP-NPA. . ..
During the engagement,”

Parlade sald some BU officials
were in disbelief that the CPP-NFA

continned to fry to plopagate

eomraunism,

" “Doesn't the CPP-NPA know
that communism all over the
world 1s dead?" Parlade quoted
an EU official as saying.

Last 18 February, the NTF,
including National Intelligence
Coordinating Agency Director
(eneral Alex Paul Monteagudo,
had a series of engagements with
the EU, European Parliament,
European Commission and the
Belgian government,

The US State Deparbment and the
EUhave both tagged the CPP-NPA as
a terrorist organjzation.

Successful mission
Parlade said the NTF delegates
succeeded in presenting the true

-char actér of the CPP NPA during

the engagemonts and got the
commitment of the Europeans
to look into the information
provided by the NTF detailing
the communist fraud in the
Philippines.

According to Parlade, the
Europeans stressed they do not
want to ba tagged as supporters
of terrorist organizations like the
CPP-NPA.

On 9 January 2019, the BU
reaffirmed the inclusion of the
CPP-NPA in its list of terrorist

organlzatmns

During the se'ries. of -

engagements with European
officials, the Phillppine delegation
requested to “stop the flow of

~ funds to. identified communist

tervorist front organizations.”
Parlade said the NTF

s currently preparing the
documents and pieces of

evidence to- back up jts initial

_exploratory engagements with
“the.Europeans. -

“The engagement in EU
was exploratory and now that

they. gave their commitment, .

the Philippine government

-will soon ‘provide them with

the necessary documentatlon

‘done on the part of Philippine
government," Parlade said,

“Data presented by the

Philippine  delegation showed
communist front organizations
receive funds from the Belgian
government and some Earopean

countries in the. guise of

marginalized and pro-poor
pmgrams

Europeans stressed that
they do not want to be
tagged as supporters of
terrorist organizations like
the CPP-NPA.

Documents obtained by the
AFP aiso revealed the Belgian
government has released its first
tranche of more than 621,000
eures (P306,663,840) out of the
15-miltion eure (P885,600,000)
grant to some non-governinent
organizations (NGO) for the 20172021
progran,

This year, the AFP said some
1.3 million euros (P76,752,000)
is expected to be reloased as
funding support to NGO identified
with the communist group.

Forced beliefs
President .Rodrigo Duterie
on Friday said communists ho
appointed in government were
removed because they wanted
to impose their ideals.

9

-Nogros Oceidental,

official reports, evidence or
whatevei administrative actions

“Communism is dead —EU

] ])laccd them in govermnent_ ‘
with the hopés that we will -
be.able to rcach a common -
understanding, The worst thing
is they want to impose en
government their own ideals;
But that wasi’t our agreement,
s0.1 had to let thew go. The ideal

“thing for them to have done

would be to lobby the concerns of

* those who are in the movement,”

Daterte said during his speech at

the distribuiion of Cestificate of

Land Gwnership Award in Sagay,

The NTF is currvently -
preparing the decuments
and picces of evidence
to back up its initial -
exploratory engagements -
with thé Europeans, -
The' President particulariy
identified former Dopartment

“of Agrarian Roform Secretary

Rafael Mariano and former
Department "of Social Wellare
and Develoyment Secretary Judy
Taguiwalo, whose confirmations
were not approved by the
Conumission on Appointments,
Pormer National Anti-Poverty
Commission Secretary and lead
convener Liza Maza, meanwhile,
resignied in August last year.

Idiotle ideology

“Do not even bring the
ideology of an idiot here in
our government, because the
government will never wage war
against its own people. The job
of the government is to preserve
the nation from those who want
to sccupy our Iand,” he said, _

Duterte also urged the .
communist avmed wing, NPA, to
stop the armed struggle,

“You NPA must have lost your
mind when you beliaved in the
armed struggle, We will just keep
on killing each other then, Fiftythree

years. Think about it. Sleep on

it. For b3 years, so many lives
waore wasted. You will die and get
buried in the ferest. Your children
will grow up not even knowing
what you look like," he said,
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- Reintegration program
| lures more rebels

More and more rebels are returning to ‘the fold of the law to. take
‘advantage of the government’s centerplece Enhanced Comprehensive
. Local Integration Program (E-Clip). =~ g
" This, as 43 former members of New Peopte s Army recelved theh‘
financial assistance through E-Clip during a turn-over ceremeny held
at Camp Major Davut P, Sabido in Guipos, Zamboanga del Sur over the 3

weekend,

= The financial beneﬁts included livelihood assistance worth PEO 000
immediate financial help worth P16,000 for each former red flghtel

The surrenderers received a total of P2,628, 500 grant frem the
dovernment, ,t

Before receiving their assistance, they 1mde1'went a'serles of psy Tosocial )
and values formation activities and a briefing on the programs and services
to he provided to them by the government. KMBulguerin
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Dwindling in

i

BASILAN — Across the
islands of the southern Phil-
ippines, the black flag of the
Islamic State is flying over
what the group. considers its
East Asia province.

Men in the jungle, two

oceans away from the. arid
birthplace of the Islamic State,
are taking the terrorist brand
name into new battles,

As worshippers gathered in
January for Sunday Mass at a
Catholic cathedzral, two bombs
ripped through the church
compound, kiiling 23 people.
The Islamic State claimed a
pair of its suicide bombers had
caused the carnage.

An illustration circulated

days later on Islamic State

“chat groups, showing Presi-
dent Duterte of 'the Philip-

had pledged allegiance to the
Islamic State took over the city
of Marawi in Mindanao. By
the time the army prevailed
five months later, the largest
Muslim-majority city in the
country lay in ruins. At least
900 insurgents were killed,

including foreign fighters and’

Isnilon Hapilon, the Islamic
State’s East Asia emit.

Duterte declared victory
over the Islamic State. But his
triumphalism apparently has
not deterred its loyalists from
regrouping.

“ISIS has money coming
into the Philippines, and they
are recruiting fighters,” said
Rommel Banlaoi, chairman
of the Philippine Institute for
Peace, Violence and Terrorism
Research, “ISIS is the most

pines kneeling on a pile of
skulls and a militant stand-
ing over him with a dagger.
The caption on the picture
sounded a warning: “The
fighting has just begun.”
The Islamic States territory
in Iraq and Syria, once the

size of Britain, has shriveled .

after four years of US-backed
bombing and ground combat

by Kurdish and Shiite militia -

fighters, What is left is a tiny

village in southeast Syria that

could fall any day.

"But far from defeated, the

movement has sprouted else-
where. And here in the Min-
danao island group of the
southern Philippiries, long a

haven for insurgents because -
_of dense wilderness and weak

policing, the Islamic State has

complicated, evolving prob-
lem for the Philippines today,
and we should not pretend
thatit doesn’t exist becausc we
don’t want it to exist.”

Since the Jan. 27 cathedral
bombing on the island of folo,
the Philippine military has
responded with airstrikes
and 10,000 soldicrs in Jolo, ac-
cording to Col. Gerry Besana,
spokesman for the regional
military command in the city
of Zamboanga,

US surveillance drones
monitor the southern Phil-
ippine m'chipe[ago, where
the nation’s Muslim mi-
nority is concentrated and

local insurgencies have:
long battled the Christian-"

majority state.
-But even as the military

Page: B

Mideast, ISIS rises in Phl

attracted a range of militant

jihadis.

“ISIS has a lot of power,”
said Motondan Indama, a
former child fighter on the
island of Basilan and cousin
of Furuji Indama, a militant
leader who has pledged fealty
to the group. “I don't know
why my cousin joined, but it's
happening all over.”

The group first made a big
push for southern Philippines
recraitment in 2016, circulat-
ing videos online beckoning
militants who could not travel

‘toits self-proclaimed caliphate

inlraq and Syria. Hundreds of
fighters poured in from as far
away as Chechnya, Somalia
and Yemen, intelligence of-

ficlals said.

The next year, militants who

offensive intensifies, the
govertiment avoids conced-
ing that the Philippines is
in the global slipstream of
Islamic extremism. Top of-
ficials have played down
incidents in which the Is-
lamic State has sent foreign
fighters and financing to

the Philippines for deadly

attacks. The violence, they
often say, is squabbling
between Muslim clans, or
common banditry.

Within a week of the Jolo
cathedral bombing, police
declared the case solved, blam-
ing a local militant group, Abu
Sayyaf, with scant acknowl-
edgment of how many of its
insurgents have parthered
with the Islamic State.

- NYT
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By ROEL PARENO

ZAMBOANGA CITY - A suspected Abu Sayyaf
pandit was killed while another was wounded in an
encounter with Army troopers in Talipao, Sulu on

Saturday morning.

Troopers of the Army’s

_2nd Special Forces Battalion

Cwere intensifying efforts to

“tescue the hostages of the

“bandit group when they

. elastied with the followers of

"Abu Sayyaf sub-leader Anga

Mindanao Command
(Westmiincom) chief Lt Gen.
Arnel de la Vega said.

The bandits are still
holding seven hostages
including four foreigners and
 thyee Filipinos.

Assault craft
mulled vs Abus
Meanwhile, the Philippine

Navy is planning to deploy
a missile-equipped assault
craft in Mindanao to help the

Adiji at around 6:30 am.

The firefight resulted in
the death of Rakib Dasul and
wounding of Jaber Susukan,
a brother of another Abu |
Sayaff sub-leader, kdang
Susukan, the military said.

military fght the Abu Sayyaf.

Vice Admiral Robert
Empedrad told local -
journalists oi Thursday that
discussions were ongomg
on the protocol for firing the
missile. S

He said the protocol is
important as it delermines
when or who would give the
order to fire the P10-million
missile,

Last year the Navy
equipped some of its

2

Troopers seized two rifles
and ammunition [rom the
scene of the encounter.

The Joint Task Force Sulu
said Dasul was involved in
kidnapping activities led by
Abu Sayyaf sub-leader Apo

Mike, :

. *“There is a continutous

_ operation against the

Abu Sayyaf in Sulu who
are holding threc kidnap
victims from Malaysia

and Indonesia,” Western

multi-purpose assault craft
{(MPAC) with Rafael Missile
Systems.

The Navy had constdered
deploying the MPACs in
Zamboanga and Palawan,
where the Westmincom and
Western Command are based,
respectively. _

During Kis visit here,
Empedrad inslalled Rear
Admiral Erick Kagaoan as
chief of the Naval Forces
Western Mindanao. /‘,
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Abu Say yaf killedas militar
pOUH_dS te-rr()ri_st;s n _S}Uhl o

By FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD

An Abu Sayyaf militant was killed
in one of two’ gunbaities with military
troops in Sulu over the weekend,

The doint Task Foree (117 Suly,
under Brig, Gen, Divino Rey Pabayo Jr,
said the body of Rakih Dahsul was found

afler troops scoured an encounter sile

in Bavangay Upper Binuang, Talipao
on Salurday, .
Dahsulway a follower of At Sayyal
sub-leader Apoh Mike, whoso Hroup was
involved in kidnappings, :
Pabayo said the hrother of Idang
Susulan, a leey Abu Sayyaf leadet, was
seriously wounded in (he fivefight,
Soldiers also recovored two Mig

- Tifles, magazines, and ammmition,

On Sunday morning, troops from the

2ud Special Forces Battalion engaged

the group of Abu Sayyatsu b-leader Anga
Adji in Barangay Upper Binuang,
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- “Deliberate offonsives againsl tor-
vorists will he launch by the JTF Suiu fo
debilitate andinflict more casualtios on
the adversary,” said Lt. Gon. Arnel Dela
Vega, commander of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines’ Western Mindanao
Command (WestMinCony),

"While we are advaneing on our |
campaign, wo will sustain ouroffensives
and employ move pressure on the ter-
rorists,” Dela Vega added. _

. Col. Gerry Besana, WestMinCam -
spokesnnm, saidhat las( Friday, Philippine
Alr Foree planes conducted homb runs
largeting a group of 200 Ay Sayyaf under |
Radulan Sahivon aud Hatih Hajan Sawad-
jaan in Sitiog Agas-Agas and Limasan of
Barangay Kabbun ‘Lakas, Patikul, Sulu,

Pabayo said the military hag slepped |
up its offensives against the terrorist I

- group following atip that the Abu Sayvaf

were conyerging in the hinterland of
Patikul, “ J
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By Francisco Tuyay

“J HE massive military campaign against 200
members of Abu Sayyaf Group that began

A Friday has so far yiclded one ASG dead even
as’ g,l ound troops said nine to 10 terrorists might have
been killed in acrial and ground bombardment i 1

Patikul, Sulu.

Brig. Gen. Divino Rey Pabayo,  Pabayo, however, said the troops
commander of Joint Task Force Sulu, had not found any dead bodies of
said the account on 10 ASG mentbers  bandits yet as security forces scoured
killed during air and ground strikes in  the battle site.

Barangay Kabbun Takas, Patikul was  Pabayo could not confirm 1f ASG
based on civilians” report, leader H'lt}b Hajan  Sawadjaan

was one of those killed during the  Rakib Dalisul dead.
tombardment. The slain was dmong the ASG
“We could not pinpoint yet; there  splinier group vider Sub-group leader
were  many  accounts  indicating  Jaber Stusukan who was chanced upon
that there ave nine or 10 thal might by troops of the Army’s 2nd Special
have been killed, bu there was no Forces Battabion, Asthe bandits tied
confirmation yet,” Pabayo sajd. tw evade soldicrs, a 20-minute clash
The ASG bandits led by Sawadjoan  cnsued, the mititary soil.
and Radulan Sahuon woere spotted “Ihe enpazed troops are part ol the
converging in  Bavangay  Kabbun  biocking force of the FiF Suly as ils
Takas miin foree scour she hindedlands of
So far, troops from the Tith Wfantry Patikul, te maia bodie aren 1o hun
Division reported to have pinned down  down the A5G the 13th 113 said,
an ASG bandit in separate elash with Alier a Iull I ik fiplding, souliers
the tevrotists in Bray Upper Binavang,  recovercd two MI16 rifles ol oy the
Talipao, Sulu last Satvrday. ERCAPINg iCrreristy, ﬁéﬁ
Army soldiers were still on clearing Pabayo said the AP in Suln was
operations at the battle site and found  siill hunting down the ASE.

n
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10 Abu Sayyaf
‘members slain
in bombardment

| BY VICTOR REYES

AT teast 10 members of the bandit
gronp Abu Sayyaf were reportedly
kifted while scores were injured in
last Friday’s bontbardment of their
lair in Patikut town in Sulu, military
official reported yesterday.

Brig. Gen. Divino Rey Pabayo,
commancer of the military's Joint
Task Forc Suly, said the infosma-
tion on the casualtics was based
on intelligence information, add--
ing they were not able to recover
any body.

Various militaty aitctaft on Friday
pounded the Abu Sayyaf lairin Ba-
rangay Kabbuntakas where about
200 ASG membets were and plan-
ning attacks, Ground troops were
fater deployed to scour the area,

The Abu Sayyaf group included
Abu Sayyaf leader Matib Hajan
Sawadjaan who masterminded the
Jan. 27 twin bombings at the Our
Lady of Mt Carmel Cathedral in
Jolo town that left 23 people dead
and over a hundred others injured.

“Some are saying 10 (Abu Sayyaf
men died), sotne are saying nine...
T'here are reports but we have yet
to configm it, there is still no body
count,” saiki Pabayo.

“It’s based on human intel-
ligence, account of the (civilians)
Dbut there is still no confirmation to
it. We wete not able to recover their
body because they were taken (by
their companions),” Pabayo added.

Earlier military estimates in-
dicated there are about 300 Abu
Sayyaf members operating in Sulu,
The group is holding five foreign
and Filipine kidnap victims in the
province. .

Pabayo said many Abu Sayyaf
members were injured in the acrial
bombardment based on their in-
formation. He said ground woops
are still conducting cleating opera-
tions at the bombed lair.

el
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10 $ayyai fodas sa aetial bombing

Patuloy na hiniberipika ng Armed, Forces of
the Phifippines (AFP) ang ulat na 10 miyembro ng
handidong Abu Sayyaf ahg napatay sa ginawang
pambobomba ng militar noong iyernes sa Baran-

.gay Kabuntakas sa Patikul, Stlu.

~Ayon kay Brig.. General Divino Rey Pabayo,
commander ng Joint Task Force Sulu (JTFS), na
may ulat silang natanggap ba mayroong casualtlos
$a %mawa nilang aerial bombing sa kuta ng ASG,
aliwanag ni Pabayo, sa ngayon hindl pa nila
ma-confirmed kung ilan ang bilang ng casualties
subalit marami ang nagsasabi na 10 o 9 subalil
wala pang confirmation at base tamang ito saintel-
ligenca report. .

Sa ngayon ay sinusuyod pa umano ng tropa ng
militar ang nasabing area na masyadong masukal
atialawak. | .

Nilinaw naman ng opisyal na nagsagawa silang
agrial agsaults matapos makatanggap ng ulat na
maK‘presenya doon ng mga handido. .

asa tugar din winano ang ASG sub-leader na
si Halib Halan Sawadjaan.doon ng inangyari ang
pambobomba. ‘

Hindi naman makumpirma ng militar kung isa
s Sawadiaan sa mga nasawi habang patuloy ang
{ollow-up operations. (Gemma Garcla) -
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ASG member, todas; utol ni S

Patay ang isang miyembro ng
Abu Bayyaf Group {ASG) habang
sugatan naman ang kapatid ng
sub-commarnder ng grapo sa isang
sagupaan sa Suly, nitong Sabadong
umaga, .
Ang napatay ay kinilala ni Joint
'ask Force {JTE) Sulu commander B/
Gen, Divino Rey Pabayo, Jt., na si Rakib
Dahsul, :

Ang bangkay aniya ni Dahsul
ay itinago ng mga bandicdo malapit
sa pinangyarihan ng bakbakan sa
Barangay Binuang, Talipao.

Kinampirma bi Pabayo na_ si
Pahsul ay tauhanni ASG sub-leader
Apoh Mike na sangkot sa kidnapping
activities sa lalawigan.”

Sugatan naman sa engkuwentro
ang kapatid ni sub-commander Idang
Susukannasi Jaber, _

Nifinaw 11 Pabayo na nasawi si
Dahsul nang makaengkuweniro n
grupo nito ang mga tauhan ng 2n§

pecial Forces Battation sa nalurang
lugar, dakong 6:30 ng umaga.

Kumpiskado naman ng militarang
dalawang M16 Armalite rifles, ilang

-
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usukan sugatan

‘magazine at mga bala niko.

“Deliberate offensives against
terrorists will be launch by the JTESulu
to debilitate and inflict moie casualties
o the adversary,” pahayag naman ni
Lt Geri. Arnel Dela Vega, commander
ng Armed Forces of the Philippines-
Western Mindanao Command (AVP-
WestMinCom).

Idinagdag pa nite, lalo panilang
paiigtingin ang kampanya laban sa mga
bandido upang mapilitang sumuko
agmgaitp.

5 Francis T. Wakefleld
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*¥ok & Dependable Dong;
@™\ Marawi'sangel

MANGUDADATU - -
" A two-term representative of the
2nd District of Maguindanao,
administration candidate Zajid
“Dong" Mangudadatu has been the
tiveless voice of Muslim Filipinos
in Congress, e
His pursuit is instrumental & %
in changing the negative {{3%
Tarn to payo 6

From page 1 ' Senate seat,

Investors are interested in gas exploration,
percoption on Muslims and indigenous primaily in Magnindanao, where an energy
peoples in their search for lasting peace  plant will soon rise, he said,
and progress in Maguindanao,

Mangudadatu is also a staunch s
advocate of genuine change, good |
governance, peace and prosperity, soivice to the nation in
not only in Maguindanao, but * 1996 when he served as

- Long government service
He started his long

also the entire Philippines |/ OPEAAM Sangguniang Kabataan

that echoes the aspirations of « ] ‘Federation president in the
{ A

the tuling Partido Demokratiko } ) Municipality of Pandag, Through his

Piliping, leadership, the local government was

President Rodrigo Duterte, Municipality of Buluan for six years.
Mangudadatu is running under In 2007, he became the mayor of the
His mission as a public servant is ’ awarded a Seal of Good Housckeeping

encapsulated in the acronym “Delta”  in 2011,

which means “Development, Education, Ine 2013, voters recognized his hard work
Livelihood and Transpavency are my  and dedication te be elected in Congress,
Advocacy.” _

He vowed to pursue economic Asia’s Dubai
progress in Mindanao if he bags a Mangudadatu said with the vast
— RN




deposits of natural gas beneath Liguasan
Marsh, “Maguindanao and the country
will beeome like Dubal.”

“When that is realized, our OFW
(overseas Filipino workers) can come
home because job opportunities will be
avallable here,” he added.

Development, education,
livelihood and fransparency are
nmy advocacy.

The marshland will cease to become
a battlefield once natural gas production
commences, he added.

The vast marshland produces
methane gas which he suggested be
initially used by nearby residents if the
government distributes cooking stoves
to enable locals to benefit from it while
_ exploration has yet to start,

“Otherwise, these natural resources
will be wasted,” he said,

Promises of & marsh

A government survey showed the
marshtand, surrounded by the provinces
of Maguindanao, North Cotabato and
Sultan Kudarat, has a 300-kilometer
radius of natural gas deposits beneath,

With the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in place,
Mangudadatu exprossed
optimism that peace is -~
attainable in Maguindanao.

As a House member, he was
the senior vice chairman of the
Committees on Muslim Affairs,
Mindanao Affairs and Fisheries ;
and Aquatic Resources, He was also
a meraber of the House Committees
on Linergy, Basic Bducation and
Culture, Government Reorganization,

Indigenous Cuitural Communities and
Indigenous Peoples, Local Government,
National Defense and Security and

Public Works and Itighways.

"~ Women’s champion

.On the other hand, Samira Gutoc
previously served as a member of (ho
Regional Legislative Assembly of ARMM
and of the Bangsamoro Transition
Commission that oversaw the transfor
of authority from the ARMM to the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Reglon in
Muslim Mindanao.

The University of the Philippines
(UP)educated Maranao is best known
for her civil and women's rights advocacy
in response to the Mavawi City siege laid
by the Islamic State-inspired terrorists
i 2017 and its aftermath,

Gutoc helped
organize the f
Ranao Rescue /
Team, a
grouy set
up in

e i

response to the humanitarian crisis
{hat ensued after the five-month sicge
that left Marawl Gity in ruins.
A graduaie of Bachelor of Arts in
Mass Communication from UP, she
had aspived for peace in Mindanao,
mprovement of education for Muslims
and the promotion of wowen and
children’s rights. She is also a suppotter.
of the legalization of divorce, '

As student at UP Dillman, she
became the first woman presidont of
the UP Muskim Students Association and®
{he Metro Manila-wide Muslim Youth and,
Students Alliance.

Gutoc is running under {he opposition,
banner Ofso Direfso. MJdMatlari
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Japan, FAO, ILO team up

Page: __ B

e LT,

for Bangsamoro water infra

By PIALEE-BRAGO =

The Japanese government
has joined the Food and

Agriculture Organization

(FAQ) and International
Labor Organization (ILO)
for water infrastructure and
agriculture training in the

Bangsamoro region, L
Th

e FAO project, whic

amounts to $1.765 million, .

aims to help farmers and
fishermen, women, indig-
enous peoples and former
combatants of the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILF)
acquire various agricultural
vocational expertise.

Officials said these new

knowledge and skills will
help them efficiently operate
farms, gain employment or
set up their own businesses.

- based liveli

The support for farmers
and fishermen in Mindanao

from the Japanese govern--

ment thr_ouﬁh agriculture-
ood and tech-
nical skills training will

.help enhance productivity,
improve efficiency and in-
- empower people and com-

crease their incomes.

‘The ILO intervention has a
total budget of approximately
$2.66 million. It envisions to
develop water infrastiuc-
ture that will benefit an esti-
mated 11,814 households. At
least 1,800 workers from the
target communities will be
employed to help build the
water supply facilitles.

The two projects will
rovide sustainable liveli-
ood and build healthier

communities, which are
key milestones to achieving

rD(/}

peace and development in
Mindanao. :

The two undertakings
signed on Wednesday
form part of the Japan-
Bangsamoro Initiatives
for Reconstruction and
Devclopment, or J-BIRD to

munities to benefit from the

dividends of peace,

~ Since 2006, Japan has
provided a total of about
P13 billion or $260 million
worth of assistance to the

Bangsamoro region.

“Mindanao, particular-
ly its agriculture sector, is
a major contributor to the
Philippine cconomy given
its vast natural resources,”
FAQ Representative in
the Philippines Jogé Luis
Fernandez said. €
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Ry ALl G, MACABALANG

COTABATO CITY - Farmors and
non-farming families in {he fledgling
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) have heen
urged to try hackyard gardening Lo “meot
squarely” e i effects of drought, -
Maguindanao Gov. Esmael Mangu-
' dadatu sugiested backyard farming
as a family-level remedy to fight the
dry spell.

BARMM 1.27 million populace have
been waviiod by higher authorilics o hrace
for full-blown drought this stmmer,

“We launched backyard gardening
campaigh in Maguindanao as carly as
2013 as aregular source of livelihood for
our people at all times, drought period
Ineluded,” Mangudadalu told Manila
Bulleiin Iriday.

A day earlier, the Philippine Atmo-
spherie, Geophysical, and Astronomical
Administration (PAGASA) reported
{hat duy spells have gripped the prov-
inces of Tlocos Norte, Zamboanga del
Sur, Zamboanga Sibugay, Sulu and

! Maguindanao.

[
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. Recling from the el‘fects of dtought
are fawiTawi, locos Suy, La Union,
Palawan, Romblon, Occidental Mind-

ore, Aklan, Catainduanes, Zamboanga .

del Norto and lenm:s Occidental..
Iorty-one other provinces could follow,
PAGASA said.

'BARMM Interim Chief Minister:

Murad Ebrahim, through Local Gover-
nor Minister Naguib Sinarimbo, isstied
last week a memorandum enjommg
loeal government unils (LGUs) in the
reglon to institule Bl Nino mnl:tatmg
measures.

Maguindanao, Sul and awiTawi

are componend provinees of BARMM. -

Ebrahim’s order also covered Bastlan
and Lanao del Sur:

In Maffumdanao Mangudadatu_

said, the provineial disaster risk redue-
tion mauapemout office, the mteg,mted
proviucial health office and the social
welfare offiece were directed to come
up with a “harmonized” report on the
elfects of the dry spell and point out
“specific.arcas” necding reliof services
and assistance,
“We have subglantial ealamily fund

SARMM ba@kyard gardemng
pmmﬁ as hedge against drought

to provide for our affected people,” he

assured.

Bul the governor pointed out that
“with or without dry spell, Tackyard
gaxdenmg, is very essential for every

~ family in Moro cominuynilies to bank on

notonly during emergency moment bui
throughout the year™

Provincial Administrator Abdulrah-
manAsim said Mangudadatu himself has
been “exemplifying his advocacy for hack-

 yard gardening by maintaining vegetable
'_b'wky'u s in his residential homes.”

Mangudadalu said backyard garden-
ing can be “useful” for families of thou-
sands of Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILI} members who would not be
cmployed in the ARMM bureaucracy.

He said that in “many countries” he
had visited, “most of my time was spent
in.obsor ving ageicultural farms” espe-
cially those proven “effective in Japan,
Vielnam, Thailand, and igMiddle J& tast,
West and Furope, T

Agrictilture Secrotary Manny Pliol
on Saturday postedlin his Facehook page
news and phoios of hooming baclyard
gardens using Israeli technologies.
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Sports as antidote
to armed conflict

or the last few weeks, we have been bombarded by statements
from the Uniited States and China, both telling us In effect how
much they are concerned about our welfare and security, US.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declared “We have your back,”
in case of aggression citing the Mutual Defensce Treaty between the
two countries. No matter how spin doctors try.to justify It, it is
-clearly a vague and dusty document from the past. On the other
hand, Chinese Ambassador Zhao Hanhua said that attacking any-
one “is not our policy,” and
that China desires peace,
stability and freedom of
navigation in the South Chi-
na Sea, But China continues
to “build, build, build” with-
In our exclusive economic
zone. Mr. Ambassador, in
the words of a popuiar song,
you are killing us softly, reef ey

by recf, istand by istand. S S

So, therefore, how HE"EI[[E
shoulq we face all these RAMON J. FAROLAN
uncertainties? o

First of all, let us not put too much weight on smooth and sooth-
ing talks from others. We must begin to think for aurselves, to get rid
of our penchant for relying on handouts and hand-me-downs, and
prepare for the worst with the limited resources at our disposal,
Most important of all, let us not align ourselves with'anyone, but at
tle same time, strive to keep the friendship of all, When elephants
are on a collision course, it is best to keep out of the way lest we end
up as tenderized meat in their wake,

My crystal ball shows that we will have an absence of armed
conflict in the South China Sea, at least until 2023 for several
compelling reasons. )

In August this year, China is hosting the Fiba Basketball World
Cup. Thirty-two countries, Including China and the Philippines, have
qualified for this all-important basketball event, It will determine
the seven finalists that will move on to the Fiba championship round
during the 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo. For basketball-crazy
Chinese and Filipino fans, how could an issue like freedom of navi-
gation in the South China Sea be allowed to interfore with deciding
world basketball supremacy? How could any country think of a
shooting war when the important thing is shooting for the basket?

Thatis not all.




" In Novemhe: 20! the Philippines will host the 3oth Southeast
Asian Gam i will be the fourth time we shall have this honor. We
must prepare well if we are to be overall champions. Traditionally,
host countries have the most advantage hut it is important that we de-
vote time and attention in providing our athletes with the best of
training and facilities to ensure success. After poor showings in eatlier
SEA Games, we need overall supremacy to boost our sagging morale.

In July 2020, Japan will host the 320d Summer Olympics. 1t will be
the second time for Tokyo to handle the Games. For the Philippines, it
represents another opportunity to finally win an Olympic gold medal,
Our sports officials must realizé this 1s a goal of a lifetime and every-
thing must be done to se¢a dream come true-—the raising of the Philip-
pine flag to the tune of the natl onal anthemin thg‘Olylmpic world.

I February 2022, iina wiil hiost the Winter Olympics with Bei-
jing becoming the first clty to welcome both the Summey and the
winter Olympic Games. China hosted the Summer Games i1 2008,
China will go all out to best previous host countries while showcas-
ing its skills and expertise in winter sports. .

Remember that last year, amid the tensions between North and
South Korea, the gouth organized the Winter Olympic Games in
pyeongchang, with the Norih agreeing to participate in the formai
opening ceremony as part of unified Korean delegation. In fact,
the sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Unwasa gpecial guestat
the Games. All these activities lowered temperatures in the Korean
Peninsula and war was farthest from the thoughts of the partici-
pants and the people oFboth nations.

Finally, in September 2022, China again will hardle the Asian
Games for the third time. Hangzhou will be the site with China
almost a sure overall winner in these games.

How can China possibly be thinking of armed conflict and
aggression when it has s0 much more to gain in terms of world
respect and admitation for another byilliant hosting of an Olympic
event and the Asian Games?

. instead of armed canflict, let us have competitlon almed at pro-

viding a better quality of life for our people. Instead of risking the
destruction and annihilation of each other, let us fight our batties
in the field of sports and in so Going, bring out the best efforts of
our youthina world of peace and prosperity.

S
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| HINA'S Ambassadox to the Philippines
%‘* Zhao Jianhua was attending the fivst
o anniversary celebration of the Presi-
“ dential Antt-Corr uption Commission in
Malacanang tast Wednesday when he said in
an interview on the sidelines of the Malacanang

_event: “China is commitied to peacefully seitle

the disputes we have and we are working very
well in managing our different views.,” He af-
firmed China’s resolve to settle any dispute
throngh peaceful means and expressed hope
for further progress in nminhming peace in
the region.

The ambassadoi was obviously uspondmgﬁ to
a statement from United States (US) Secretary of
State Michael Pompeo that the US vows to defond
the Philippines against armed altack in the South
China Sca. It was the first time any US official had
publicly stated the US intends to defend the Philip-
pines in the South China Sea, 't'he PH-US Mulual
DefenseTreaty of 1051 had speciically provided for
mutual defense action “incase of “an armed attack
in the Pacifica area.” But Sccretary Pompeo now
declared that “ag the South China Sea is part of
the P’llelC " the defensc trealy covers the South
China Sea. . .

It is in the South China Sea where the Phillp-
pines and four other ASIEAN nations - Vielnam, Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, and Brunei Darussalam - have
conflicting claims with China over cerlain islands.

In the Malacadang hterview, Ambassador

- Zhao declaved there is no need o “worry over

China attacking anybody hecause it is nef our
policy. China, Ite said, has never waged any allack
against the Philippines in the over 1,000-yeat his-
tory of relations helween China and the people of
the islands, ,

The ambassador cited the goodwill in the

relations between China and various Philippine

kingdoms and sullanates from way back in 1,000

~ AD; stariing with Rajah Kilig of Butuan who sent

several missions to China, More missions were sent
by Sultan Paduka Batara in 1417, with the sultan
himsell visiting Bmperor Yongle, The sultan died

“{rom cholera while in China and wasbiried among

the Ming craperors in Shantung province,

There is today a tomb in Jolo with a stone tablet
paying homage 1o “Pei-Pei Hien” or “honorable
founiainhead,” a title given to Poon Tao Kong, an
officerof the great Chinese navigator Changho who

sailed to the South Seas of the Pacific long before
the Furopean explerers.

As far ag the Philippines is coneer ncd China
has always beeit peaceful and brotherly towards
it, Ambassador Zhao said. As for the South China
Sea, he said, “80 percent of China’s trade with the
rest of the workd passes through the South China
Sea, Henee we should understand its concern that
this route be kept free and open.”

The ambassador’s words should assure those
who fear arising of tension in the South China Sea
followlng Secretary- Pompeo’s declaration that
the US will defend the Philippines under the 1941
Mulual Defense Treaty “as the South China Sea is
part of the Pacific.”

We welcome the assurance of Secretary
Pompeq. At the same time, we welcome Ambas-
sador Zhao’s own assurance that the world has
nothing to fear from China-as it in China’s own
interest Lthat peace is maintained in the South
China Sea. : _

The ambassador spoke of the proposed Code
of Condue! which China and the ASEAN are now
working on (o help manage their differences and
maintain peace and stability in the region. They
agreed on the framework of the proposed Code of
Conduct as ecarly as 2017, Greater efforts should
now he exerted to finalize the Code of Conduct to
make it a strong and firm part of the overall struc-
ture of peace in the region. Y : .
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The NGO connection

to the insurgency
and European duplicity

armed forces are fully determined to defeat and terminate
the 50-year-old communist insurgency in the country.

Instead of just fighting the insurgents on the battlefield, or
singing wistfully about peace, the government is now moving
into the sertous business of cutting off funding, domestic and
foreign, for the insurgency.

The latest evidence of the new strategy is startling and revealing,

Last month, the government, through a delegation, officially
called the attention of the European Union and the government
of Belgium to their unfriendly practice of providing funding to
the communist insurgency through non-government organiza-
tions (NGOs) that are based in the country.

This is the first time in memory that the surreptitious and
menacing role of NGOs in the insurgency has so plainly been

-, exposed and denounced by our government. Yor years, we have ~

been lulled by the thought that the NCOs are benign and a
positive force in society.

Now, the nation and the media are Jearning the facts of the NGO
connection to the persistent and unrelenting communist insurgency.

The Philippine delegation, which included Brig. Gen. Anto-
nio Parlade, jr., the AFP deputy chief of staff for civil-military
operations, presented to the EU and Belgian officials a report
on how seven NGOS have been receiving funding from EU and
Belgium, and how the funds were bring used to radicalize the

Filipino youth and assist in the recruitment of NPA members

for the insurgency.

The delegation asked EU and Belgian officials to stop giving
monetary aid to the NGOs and sever all connection to the com-
munist insurgency in the country.

General Parlade told the media that Belgivwm is programmed
to release 3 million euros a year for five years to seven NGOs
based in the Philippines,

The ELI for its part gave an initial 621,000 euros to the groups
Asecond tranche of financial assistance, amounting to 1.3 mil-
lion euros will follow. ‘

We wish General Parfade had been quick to name the NGOs
and explain who they are. That would have provided more per-
spective to this disturbing revelation.

‘Parlade said Belgium and other European countries have been
funding all groups connected to the CPP. _

The general said that both the LU and Belgium have commit-
ted to investigate the matter.

YHERE are growing signs that the government and the

“The Philippine government will provide them the necessary
documentation, official reports, evidence or cite whatever ad-
ministrative actions are being taken by the government,” he said.

During the meetings, officials of the ELI and Brussels declared
that they did not want to be seen as financiers of a terrorist or-
ganizatlogi, In January this year, the EU reaffirined that the crr/
NPAare in their list of terrorist organizations.

One EU official quipped that the CPP/NPA should realize
that “communism all over the world is dead.”

It is important now for the nation to look at the larger picture here.
-+ ltis not just Luropean btindness and duplicity that are at issue
here, The issue is even more the blindness and soft headedness of
Philippine society about the communist movement and its fronts
and supportets, in the interest of providing democratic space.

In October Iast year, the AIP claimed that 17 universities in
Metro Martila were places for active recruitment by the CPP in
the capital. ‘The number grows exponentially when you survey
the whote country,

AEP Chief of Staff Carlito Galvez says the communists have -
also infiltrated the labor sector.

Communist radicalization has spread so widely and burrowed
so deep that cutting off the funding and uprooting the insurgency
will require sustained and aggressive action by government and
the whole society. Wj\

[t has been wisely observed by one stralegy expert that the
military is effective in fighting and winning wars. But it is not
as adept in the termination of war.




Allegations
of corruption

RIZSIDENT Duterte fived last Friday
General Manager Alexander Balutan
from the Philippine Charity Sw CC‘pSf’II\C‘b
Office (PCSO) which handles multimillion-
peso lotteries for the government,
‘The reason given by the Palace is “scrious
allegations of corruption” and Secretary Sal-
vador Panelo, the presidential spokesman who

never misses an oppurtunity to. perorate on

Duterte’s pronouncements, did not elaborate
on the reasons for the sacking,

Panclo, applying PR skills, paints a picture of
a decisive, unequivocal president who would
like to see results in his campaign against graft
and corruption. Panclo said, “Those who fail
to observe the same will inexorably suffer the
haesh and punitive consequences.”

‘We still believe General Manager
Balutan, the man who stood up
against President Gloria Macapa-
gal Arroyo and the AFP leadership
on the issue of election cheating in
2005, is csqcntmlly a good man and
Should be given his day in court.’

On the samne day of the announcement, GM
Balutan’s spokesman released to social media
his statement, in which the retived Matine gen-
eral asked for a full and imparual investigation
if there is an accusation of corruption against
him and his sialf.

Balutan said, “I told all PCSQ employees

“when | ft-wumccl as (GM in 2016 that if some-

body from the Office of the President and
Congress who asks or orders me to do sotne-
thing which I cannot stomach, 1 will resign.”

“The PCSO spokesman, in fact, said Balutan
*has 1es.1gned_, and was not fired.

‘I'he plot thickened as both Duterte and
Baltitan’s spokespersons traded attacks and

innuendocs, even as members of Congress
joined the fray with their own takes on this

wecekend scandal.
:Sen. Panfilo Lacson, chairman of thc Senate

“commiltee on games and amusements, recalled

the serics of public hearings he conducted on

the Small Town Lottery (ST1) and the police

investigator that he is, observed and studied
Balutan and his reports,

FLacson did not mince words as he sum-

marized his Senate inquiry: “ It only his
demeanor and other data gathered by our
committce in those hearings, T am inclined
to think there is basis in his sacking as PCSO
general manager.” House minority leader
Rep. Danilo Suarez of Quezon has more or
less the same opinion, although he offered
some facts and circumstances to support his
contention.
- We still believe General Manager Balutan,
the man who stood up against President (rl()w
tia 1\:1"!(,’11)’1‘{)‘1] Arvovo and the AP lm(lmlnp
on the issuc of election cheating in 2005, is
essentially a good man and should be given
his day in court. After all, he risked his lifc
ﬁg,hmw the MILIF in Camp Abubakar dui-
ing President joseph Pstrada’s patriotic total
war against the US-backed Muslim rebels. Fle
:Lqucercd tor an impartial ﬁ“ estigation and
this should be granted. Lf
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Beware the Chinese
Trojan horse

 BACK
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ALEJANDRO
- DEL ROSA RIO
MALAYSIAN Prime Minister Maha-
thir bin Mohamad warned the Philip-
pines about the perils of allowing a
large number of Chinese. workers in
the country. Here on an official visit,
the 93-year-old Malaysian leader last
“year pulled a shocking election vic-
tory in his return to power.

Known for his ocutspoken views,
Mahathir took on global currency
irader George Soros by proving him
wrong about his dire prediction on
Malaysia’s economy. The Malaysian

o

éi This is what Mahathir
really said. 33

ieader diminished Chinese grip on the
Malaysian economy during his earlier
fitst term in by imposing Bumiputra—
a concept originally coined by Abdul
Razak Hussein.
~ Mahathir should not be accused
_of having a serious case of Sinopho-
. bia, Aside from his desire to assure a
higher level of education for native
Malaysians, Mahathir’s passion was
“to set a level playing field in the busi-
ness scctor for ethnic Malaysians and
Chinese. This he accomplished with-
out doing what the army perpetrated
in the killing of 500,000 Chinese in
Indonesia. The number of Chinese
merchants and suspected members of
the PKI Communist Party alleged to
be involved in a coup and killed is ¢s-
timated to reach a million. The 1965-
1966 massacre led to the downfall of

President Sukarno and the start of Su-
harto’s 30-year rule.

Some say the bloody scenario in In-
donesia could be reprised in the Philip-
pines. We hope not, because Chinese-
Filipino taipans here are helping fuel
the engmes_of growth and actually
propping up the Philippine economy.

Philippine legislators have ex-
pressed concern that some 200,000
Chinese in the gaming industry have
displaced Filipino workers who have
to look for jobs overseas, Filipinos are
asking if the Chinese workers in the
various online gambling are paying
taxes that the Department of Finance
needs badly for the govemment’s
Build Build Build infrastructure pro-
gram.

In a sense, Mahathir wamed of

" the Chinese Trojan horse that could

make the Philippines a country vas-
sal of the Mandarin cabal in Beijing.
Millions of US dollars in loans and
grants from China to the Philippines
could compromises the country’s in-
dependence. Given that Manila has a

* territorial dispute with Beijing in the

South China Sea, the influx here of
the 200,000 Chingse workers pose a
security problem. Other countries like
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Vietnam
and Taiwan have conflicting claims in
the South China Sea where Beijing
with its nine-dash line claims nearly
the entire body of water which is rich
in potential oil, gas and minerals un-
der the seabed.

Secretary of Foreign Affairs Teo-
doro Locsin, Jr. ,however, allayed
Filipinos® fear of the Chinese debi
trap. He said the country can handle
bad loans that might compromlse its
sovereignty.

On the other hand, US Secretary of
State Michael Pompeo who received
reports of Chinese patrol boats driving
away Filipino fishermen from their
own waters in the West Philippine Sea
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reiterated America’s commitment to
defend the Philippines from extemal
attack. A statement of US commitment
to the Mutual Defense Treaty between
Washington and Mapila by Pompeo,
who was in Manila for an official visit,
was received with lukewsrm response
by the Duterte administration, Former
President Barack Obama said the same
thing in his visit to Manila during the
time of then-President Benigno Aquino
IIL '

Mahathir, like the United States, ad-

vocates a freedom of navigation in the

vita! SCS sea lanes on which trillions
of dollars in commercial cargo carried
by internitional. vessels pass through.
Concern over the Chinese inilitary
build-up in the area could impede free-
dom of navigation which could affect
global trade, A confrontation between
Chinese warships and fighter planes
and that of the US is a flashpoint in the
South China Sea which could spark
World War HI, according to world
antalysts. This, evén as a trade war is
already brewing between China and

the United States.

‘Last week, the US sought sanctions
by trade allies against buying Huawei
products which it believes is at the
forefront of hacking into US defense
files and electronic companies, Hua-
wei, on the other hand, said it would
sue the US government over what it
claims is an unlawful act against a duly
established global company.

How does Mahathir maintain a
sharp mind and keep fit? He said it’s
by managing his weight by eating
right and also by moving a lot and
walking.




