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Aninitial P12 bhiltion in cropda

“ ported in nine provinces and th
i - -".and Mindanao even hefore

the dry season is officially declaved,

ree cities in the Visayas
Worst hitis Cotabato province, A2
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By the Inquirer Staff
@"'eam_Inguirer

Carabaos and goats reportedly
dying. Crops wilting and. resi-
dents waking up at 2 a.ow. to wait
for water to flow from. their
faucets, - :

These. are some of the ef-
tects of B Nifo gripping a grow-
ing number. of provinces and
cities across the country even
before the dry season is ofﬂcnal-
ly declared.

An initial P2 billion in dam-
age to crops, mostly rice and
corn, was reported in nine

provinces and three cities in the

Visayas and Mindanao, accord-
ing to dispatches reaching the
Inquirer as of Tuesday.

One of the worst hit is Cota-
bato, which said it had so far
sustained P362 million in dam-

age to rice and P269 million in

damage to corn,

In Occidental Mindoro, local
governments have resorted to
digging up riverbeds for water
to irrigate farms reeling from
the heat, . ‘

Some 3,000 hectares of
farmland have been affected by
the dry speli, Tony Gerundio,
Department of Agriculiure di-
rector in Mimaropa, said on
Tuesday. ]

Gerundio said another 400
hectares of rice and other crops
had dried up and were already

“beyond recovery.”

Lower water table
‘In Pangasinan ‘province,
Oftociano Manalo, a director of
the Federation of hrigators' As-
soclafions, said his 12.2-meter
deep tube well could no longer

-pump water to his farm because
* the aquifer had gone deeper. .

Manalo said he had to give

~ uphis corn farm because of lack

of water,

Crop damage in Cotabato
cllmbe_d to' P670.8¢ miilion,
prompting the disaster body to
recomiend cloud sceding to
save the remaining crops,

_ Remedios Hernandes, act-
ing -provincial agriculturist,
sald rice and corn fields were
devastated due to'low rainfall
over the past three months.

_ Cattle deaths

The ' provincial veterinary
office is verifying reports of
carabao” and goat deaths be-
cause of intense heat.

In Kidapawan City, the Dis-
aster Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council called for the
declaration of a state of calami-
Ly as crop damage had 1eachecl
P53 million.

- Marisa Aton,
agriculturist, said the villages of
Patadon, Malinan and Macebo-
leg had alr eady declared a state
of calamity in their jurisdic-
tions.

The dry spell has so far de-
stroyed P185.1 million worth of
rice and P6 million worth of

acting Clty .

corn in Oceldental Mindoro.

Maguindanao incurred loss-
es of P46.8 million for rice and
P54 million for corn,

The Zamboanga Peninsula
region-—mainly Zamboanga del
Sur but also Zamboang del Norte
and Zamboanga City—lost P79.6
million worth of rice and P3 mil-
lion worth of corn.

Also affected were Davao
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del Sur (Psg million in lost
crops), Cotabato (P30 million)
and Misamis Oriental (P7 mil-
lion).

In Pagadian City, the Sang-
guniang Panlungsod declared a
state of calamity on Tuesday af-
ter qo of its 44 barangays re-

ported Pioz million in crop.

damage.
Other barangays also. re-

portéd P23.4 zhil[ion in damage

- to high-value commercial crops

and to seaweed, affecting more

. than 1,000 farmers, -
In Cavayan town, Negros

Occidental, the dry spell dam-
aged P61  million worth
of crops between January
and  Pebruary, affecting 143
hectares’ and' 263 farmers in
seven barangays, according to
provincial agricuiturist Japhet
Masculino. o

_Masculino  said . farmers

from other localities had
stopped planting rice due to the
dryspell, - :

In Ioilo Clty, Rene B.
Famoso, agriculture field op-
erations division chief for
Western Visayas, urged rice
farmers to plant drought-re-
silient crops such as onton and

~garlic.

In Laguna, provincial agri-

culturlst Marlon Tobias said 1.8 -

hectares of farmland in Calam-
ba City had dried up;

Minimal impact
-The Department of Agricul-
ture said El Nifio had so far af-
fected 13,679 hectares and de-
stroyed 22,918 tons of €rops as
of Tuesday.

Agriculture Secretary Em-
manuel Piiol sald the impact of
the losses on national outpul
was minimal as these accounted
for just 1 percent of the agricul-
ture sector.

While farms are drying up
in other parts of the country,
Zamboanga City is facing a

_water shortage. .

Of the 62,000 households in
the city, more than half were
getting water intermittently,
said Edgar Banos, information
officer of the Zamboanga City
Water District, ' )

Gertrudes Macapili, a moth-
er of four and a schoolteacher, )
said water rationing was mak-
ing her unptoductive,

‘Waking up at z a.m,

*“I have to wake up at 2 am,
just to wait for our faucet to
start flowing, We could hardly
fili a liter of water in three min-.
utes. I have to report to school.
very late, because we are only-
glven water from 3 am. to 10
am.,” Macapili said, )

Macapill noted that the wa-
ter shortage had been recyr-
ring every year “lbjut every
year, it is getting worse,” she-
said. .

Primacita Basiilo, who has a
disability, said water was avail-
able only between 3 a.m. and 11
a.m.” in Tetuan.

“I'am a mother who makes a
living sellitig cooked meals, It’s
really miserable every day to
wake up eatly just to store wa-
ter,” BasHio said. —reporrs FROM
RONNEL W. DOMINGG IN MANILA; AR-

-MAND GALANG AND GABRIEL CARDI-

NOZA, INQUIRER NORTHERN LUzoN; -
MARICARClNCO,INQUIRERSOUTHERN
LUZON; HAZEL P, VILLA, ADOR ViIN-
CENT MAYOL AND CARLA p. GOMEZ,
INQUIRER VISAYAS; JULIE ALIPALA,
WILLUAMOR MAGBANUA AND LEAH
AGONOY,INQUJRERMINDANAO INQ
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By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

With water rationing im-~
plemented in several areas,
Maynilad Water Services
Inc, has agreed to share its
supply with Manila Water
to address shortages in

parts of Metro Manila and

Rizal province,

The Pangilinan-led com-
pany said it would supply 50
-million liters of water per day
to Manila Water starting next
month. _

“MWSS (Metropolitan Wa-
terworks and Sewerage Sys-
tem) requested us if we can
share water through cross-
border flow to ease the prob-
lem,” Maynilad Water supply
operations head Ronald Paclua
said yesterday,

Manila Water sexvices over
six million people in the east
zone of Metro Manila. Mayni-
lad is the west zone vonces-
sionaire,

Y

Padua said the allobment of
50 mitlion liters is a portion of
the 100 million liters per day
capacity of Maynilad’s newest
treatment plantin Muntintupa.

The volume is expected to

benefit up to 50,000 houscholds
daily, especially in Quezon
City, Parafiaque and Taguig,
© MWSS administralor Rer—
naldo Velascosaid they sotight
Maynilad’s help to case the
water ctisis.

Manila Water expressed
hope that measutes on the wa-
ter sharing would be finalized
within the week,

"We will have to look at

Tugn to Pago 4
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technical solutions. We are fook-
ing for the optimal where we
can have cross-border flow of
water,” Manila Water chief op-
erating officer Geodino Carpio
said, :

During the El Nifio episodes
in 2010 and 2015, Manila Water
shared its supply with Mayni-
lad.
Despite the water sharing,
Manila Water still warned of
below normal supply during

« the sununer.

“La Mesa Dam will not be
refilled until the rain comes,
And it will take a few weeks to
refill even if it starts raining,”
Carpio said.

The water at the La Mesa
Dam reached critical level of
68.85 meters yesterday. .

Supply from La Mesa Dam is
- Manila Wator’s reserves since it
has maximized allocation from
Angat Dam at 1,600 million
liteys per day.

Manila Water has deployed
27 tankers to its concession areas
to provide water to consumers,

The company said its cus-
tomers would have to endure
three more months of unstable
water supply as service inter-
ruptions would continte amid
El Nifio.

The state weather bureau
said the dry spell would last
until June.

Velasco said the MWSS was
looking at other sources to meet
the water needs of the affected
residents.

He said they have asked the
National Water Resources Board
toactivate deep wells, which can
supply 100 million fiters per day

to Manila Water. ‘
“Manila Water will also

activate its treatment plant in

Cardona, Rizal to deliver 50 mil-

lion liters of water by the end of
| March,” Velasco said.

Senators
call for action

Senators pressed yesterday
concerned
cies for swift action to address

waler shortage and the effects '

of Bl Nifio.
Reelectionist Sen.

should roli out an action planin
food-growing arcas in the coun-
try betore the drought unleashes
its brunt on farmers, who are

i also grappling with low prices

of rice and coconut.

He also pushed for a
“proactive stance” on the part of
the governmentbe inming with
the designation of an “anti-El
Nifio czar” who will orchestrate
a multiagency response to the
diyspell.  ©

“A man-made disaster over
a natural disaster is a double
whammy that will leave Jess
food on the table for families
and less income for farmers,”
Angarasaid. =

sert. Grace Poe sought the ap-
proval of a bill creating a single
agency in charge of sustainable
waler management and sanita-
tionamid threats of a prolonged
dry spell.

Poe carlier filed Senate Bill
1217 or the proposed Water
Regulatory Act seeking to ratio-
ualize and streamline functions
of various state agencies in
terms of water regulation in that

overnment agen-

Sonny
Angarasaid the government

the independent body is man-

.. dated toset the policy for water

Supply, sewerage and septage

. management, issue licenses ancl

- 5et, review or approve rates,

' She also urged the Depart-
ment of Agricalture and other
government agencies to activate
Task Force B Niffo that would
identify communities severel
affected by d tought and water

- shortages,

_In Zamboanga, the agricul-
fure department regional office

Yeported that around P80 mii. |

lion worth of rice and corn was
damaged due to diought, .
Sen: Nancy Binay hit the
- conflicting statements of gov-
etnment ageacies and private
companies on the water shot-
age in Metro Manila,

... The MWSS and PAGASA
(Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical Sep-
Vvices Administration) said there
Is sufficient Supply of water in
the Angat Dam. Manila Water
claims water js lacking that's
why there’s shortage. Maynilad
is willing to share water with
Manila Water, what's the real
score?” Binay said,

Isabela Rep. Rodolfo Albano
T wrged authorities to regulate
the use of water by carwash
shops and golf courses in Metro

anila,

“We should control the dis-
tribution of water to carwash
businesses and 8Ol courses

because washing your vehjcle
or playing golf js 3 luxary we
could forgo, n fact, if the wager
supply problem worsens, the
government could deny giving
water to thege establishments,”
he said.

Albano said car owners wiyc
need to have their vehicles
cleaned and people who have i
play golf could do so in nearby
provinces where there is ample
water,

He said some carwash bus;.
hesses cven have illegal water
connections, .

Albano called on the gov-
eriment to give priority to
households and critical estab-
lishments such ag hospitals in

[ the distribution of waler, . i

Healso asked Malacaﬁang fo

- direct state agengcies to.control
their water use,

PNP appeals for calm

_The Philippine National Po-
lice (PNP) yesterday appealed
for calm from Metro Manila
residents affected by the water
shortage,

PNP spokesman Senior Supt.
Berhard Banac urged the public
to maintain order in'dealing
with the crisis,

While they understood the
suffering of the people who have
towait forlong hoursto getwater
supply from thejr lespectivelocal
goveriment units, Banag said i
should not result in violence,

He said police officers are
ready to provide assistance
and security in the distribution
points of water,

Banac urged policemen to -
conscrve water in their respec-
tive offices, including those
located at Camp Crame in Que-
zon City. ~ With Rhodina Vil-
lapueva, Paolo Romero, Jess
Diaz, Emmanuel Tupas, Cecille
Suerte Felipe, Rocl Parefio
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Cadet’s death revives
- questions vs ROTC

‘The death of an [loilo student allegedly at
the hands of an officer of the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps (ROTC) has rencwed criticisms
against the program, which is being pushed by
the government to-be mandatorily imposed on
students. .

Militant youth group Anakbayan yesterday
condenmmned the death of Willy Amihoy, astudent of
lloilo State College of Tisherics, who was allegedly
beaten to death by afellow student who is also a
commander of the ROTC progrant in the school,

“ROTC has yet again proven itseff lo be a tool
for the violation of human rights and to veinforce
the powerplay and abuse as exemplified by the
mercenary tradition of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP),” said Anakbayan spokesperson
Alex Danday. '

Danday cited the case of Mark Welson Chua,
who was found dead 18 years ago after exposing
irregularities inthe ROTC program of the Univer-
sity of Santo Tomas, l

“In the context of Duterte’s 1'&]31151[10(1 attacks
against the Filipino people through mi]itarly ha-
rassment, intimidation, and killings alongside the
nationwide de facto martial law, a program that
aims to reinforce the culture of power play and
impunity in schools Degs its abolition,” she said as
she called for the abolition of the program,

: - Janvie Mateo
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AFP in hlstoﬂc 3mpcat triumph

Attned l*oues uf the Pluhppmes hecame
the first (hree-lime champmn of the UNTV
Cup by swcepmp Senale in the best-of-three
title series Monday night before a huge erowd
at tho 8mart Aranela Coliseam.
~ Gelling steliar perforinances from Jorry
Lumongsod, Darwin Cordere and Boyel Ban-
tista, the AFP Cavaliers ousleadied the Sen-
ate Defenders, 88-78, in Game 2 for a fitling:
finish to another year of dominance.

Famongsod erupted for 26 poinls aside
from posting three assists, three steals and a
rehound 16 clinch the Finals MY le scored
14 points in the team’s 76-73 win in Game 1.

Also shining for (he Cavaliers were Dar.
witt Cordere and former Letran star Boyel
Bautisla who coniributed 19 and 18 points, .

Jellrey Quiambao added 11 points aside
from making life miserable for the usually
high-seoring Garei Sevilla who strugggled big
Lime on 2-0f-10 shooting fron: the ficld.

A'P’s title win was worth i#4 million Lo its

AR e e L SRS TR A oicmiie e i v,

beneficiary - the AFP’s Lducation ch,f" L
Systems Qflice,

‘The Cavaliers, who also [uumphed i1 2024
and 2016, did not go home empiy-handed as
UNTV Presidenl and CEO Dr. Daniel Razon

- handed them their £500,000 prize w[r[e the

dethrencd charnpions got.#300,000.




[ March 2019 1 1 y
; .._,__..,2,,_,__.,_" 01¢ @DB ﬁl an[[a @uneg’ Page: mﬁm

DENR, MII.ITARY.INN FORCES VS
ILLEGAL LOGGING IN CAGAYAN VALLEY

' TUGUEGARAD CITY, Cagayan: To improve enviranmenta! law enforcement from
77777 1 deterrence, Investigfation, arrest and searches to the prosecution, the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has partnered with faw enforcement
agendies against il egal logging in Cagayan Valey {Reglon 2). A memorandum of
agreement was signed for Institutional cooperation between the DENR In Region 2

and the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Phllippine National Police (PNP)

10 provide & quick response to verifled reports of environmental viglations within |

the reglon. Antonfo Abawag, DENR Reglon 2 executive director, had asked the |

assistance of law enforcement agendies In the apprehension of legal transport of !
. mineral products during tie Reglonal Anti-llegat Logging Task Force meeting held

at the DENR reglonal office here. Abawag also odered the Provinclal and Com-

munity Environment and Natural Resources Officers,lo closely coordinate with the i

hattalion and unit commanders of the Army and the PNP in conducting anti-llTegal

logging operatidis. }{ LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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COURT ALLOWS ‘MORONG 43’ ACCUSED
TOFILE DEMURRER TO EVIDENCE. -~ ‘

THE Sandiganbayan's Seventh Division has granted several former officials of the
military and potice to file demurrers to evidence In thie cases filed against them |
over alleged failure to allow elght people, who were among 43 health workers
arrested in Morong, Rizal In' 2010, to geta lawyer of thelr choice, A demurrer to i
evidence Is a motion to disimiss challenging the sufficiency of the evidence
presented by the prosecution during trial. if a court denies a demurier; which the ,
defendant flled with its permission, he may present evidence in his defense. The i
: defense had said that the prosecution failed to prove the exlstence and identitles of
the complainants’ lawyer of choice when the allegéd offense supposedly occurred |
: fn February 2010. The petitioners were retired Lt. Gen. Jarge Segovia, retired -

| Ma]. Gen. Aurello Baladad, then-2nd infantry Division (ID) chief of staff Joselito

! Reyes, then-2nd ID Intelligence officer Cristobal Zaragoza, then-police superinten-
dents Marlon Balonglong and Allan Nobleza, and then-2nd ID spokesman Jovily
Cabading. The court gave them a nort-extendible period of 10 days from recelpt of
the resolution within which to file thelr respective demurrers to"evidence. Associ-
ate Justlce Zaldy Trespeses penned the resolution, concurred In by Assoclate Justice
Ma. Theresa Dolores Gomez Estoesta, who feads the Sandiganbayan’s Seventh Divi-
sion, and Assaciate Justice Georgina Hidalgo. /\:_}_REINA C.TOLENTINO
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Efforts to prevent NPA from

aceessing foreign funds underway

Efforts are now underway (o resivict
New People’s Avmy (NPA) rebels from
accessing funds they have acquired
abroad,

This was disclosed by Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AF®) Public Affairs
Office chief Col. Noel Detoyato when
asked whether the government is do-

ing something to stop the rebels from.

receiving funding abroad.
“Yes, including foreign funds they
ave veceiving by deceiving the (foreign)

donors and diverling the money to fur-
ther their tervovistic activities with {lie
ultimate aim of loppling down the gov-
ernment and changing our way of life,”
he said in a message to the Philippine

‘News Agency (PNA) late Monday.

The military official had carlier said

-only a unificd and whole-of-government

approach will defeat the NPA, which
is listed as a terrorist organization by
the United States and the European
Union.

“We have idenlified so many factors

- lo oradicate the communist tervorists

(and these are) prevent them from ac-

cessing funds, counter their mass hase

recruitiment and front olganizations,”
Detoyato said.

. And lhey can only be neutralized
effectively if the government will syn-
chronize its efforts to counter them and
the threats they pose.

“We can only do this effectively if
the whole government will synchronize

their efforts toward a common gg(‘)a.l
(which is almed alcontaining these fd(.i
{ors that responsibie [or the c:unln:u;:c‘
opetation of the NIPA- nmgment), the
AR official added.

. 10;&[,10 this is done, I)etuyato eio
pressed confidence that.thc 1)(10‘010;,5;
espolused py Communist Party ‘(‘)
the Philippines founder Jose Maria

«Joma® Sisen and his “hlind follow-‘
ers” wil be defoated once and for

afl, (PNA)
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Gov't to stop
NPA efforts
from accessing
funds overseas

EFFORTS are now underway to
restrict New People’s Army rebels
from accessing funds they have
acquired abroad.

This was disclosed by Arnied Forces
of the Philippines public affairs office
cliief Col. Noel Detoyato when asked
on whether the government is doing
something to stop the rebels from
receiving funding abroad.

“Yes, including foreign funds
they are receiving by deceiving the
[forcign] donors and diverting the
money to furiher their terroristic
activities with the ultimate aim of
toppling down the government .and
changing our way of life,” he said
in a message to the Philippine News
Agency late Monday.

The military official earlier said only
a unified and whole-of-government
approach will defeat the NPA, which is
listed as a terrorist organization by the
United States and the European Union.

“We have identified so many
factors to eradicale the communist
terrorists [and these ‘are] prevent
them from accessing funds, counter
their mass base recruitment and front
organizations,” Detoyato said.

And they can ouly be neuiralized
effectively if the government will
synchronize its efforts to counter them
and the threats they pose.

LOMDAY

“Wecan only do this effectively ifthe
whole povernment will -synchronize
their effouts towards a common goal
[which is aimed at containing these
factors that are responsible for the
continued operation of the NPA.
movementi],” the AFP official added.
“QOnce this - is  done, .Detoyato
expressed confidence that the ideclogy
espoused by Communist Parly of the
Philippines foundee Jose Maria “Joma”
Sison and his “blind followers” will be
defeated once and for all. '

‘As this developed, joint military and
police forces preempted another arson
attempt by the New People’s Army in
Sitio Salok, -Barangay Magsaysay in
Infanta, Quezon province.

Brig. Gen. Arnulfo Marcelo Burgos
Jr., commander of the 202nd Infaniry
“Unifier”™ Brigade said government
forces encountered an undetermined
number of rebels at 8 a.m. Friday.

-Burgos said the 30 minute firefight
took place some 3 k. away from the
compoind of Notthern Builders, the
Katiwa Dam project contractor whose
aquipment were torched by st s)pected
NPA members last Feb, 7, '{ ).

Kaliwa Dam is one ofthe 76 d’r'lgoing
flagship and developmental projects in
Reglon 4-A (Calabarzon). PNA
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Albayalde, 16 othet PNP officers

face Election Code raps

BY PETER TABINGO

CRIMINAL complaints were filed
yesterday before the Commission
on Llections against PNP chicf
Oscar Albayalde, PNP Region 8
Director Dionardo Catlos, and 15
other police officials for alleged
involvement in partisan political
activities,

The complaints were filed by

ALBAYALDE

ditector; Dante > Novicio, Samar
PNP provincial ditector; Reynaldo
B. Dela Cruz, Northern Samar PNP
provincial director; and Jose Ceasat
B. Biso, Ormoc City PNP directot;

Police Majots Miguelito N, Bo-
cade, Isabel Municipal Police Sta-
tion officer-in-charge, Leyte; Allan
T. Novales, Bato Municipal Police
Station OIC; Joemen P Collado
Acting Chief, acting chief Palo
Municipal Police Station; Romualdo
Perez Doncillo, chief, Talalora Mu-
nicipal Police Station (Western Sa-
mar); Arnoldo P. Gomba, J1., OIC,
Palapag Municipal Police Station;
and Erwin Naelga, chief, Catarman
Municipal Police Station; -

Police Captains Sherwin Amando
L. Machete, acting chief, Southern
Leyte Municipal Police Station; Oscar
Leonido Cobacha, officer-in-charge,
Ormoc City Police Station Police Sta-
tion 3; Bobby Bolo Montatio, chief,

patty-list ACT Teachers Reps.
Aatonio Tinio and France Castto,
who sought indictments against
the respondents for alleged viola-
tions of Article 22, Section 261 (i)
penalizing intervention ot involve-
ment of public officers and em-
ployces in any election campaign;
and (o) concerning use of public
funds or equipment for a partisan

_political activity,

Jiabong Municipal Police Station (Sa-
mat); and Elias I Ero, OIC, Rosatio
Municipal Police Station,

Tinio and Castro said the PNP
officials have tagged the ACT
Teachers party-list as “terrorists”
and described them as “legal
fronts” of the Communist Party
of the Philippines-New People’s
Army in vatious Facebook posts.

Also subject of negative posts
are the other members of the Mak-
abayan bloc in the Lower House,
the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan,
and Makabayan Coalition senato-
rial bet Neti Colmenares.

The same FB pages said the
party-list groups funnel public
funds in the form of pork barrel
funds or Priotity Development
Assistance Fund (PDAT) into the
“terrorist NPAs.”

“This is a blatantly malicious and
baseless post. AC1' Teachers and
specifically, the Makabayan bloc ...
have never given any fund, whether

2

Te respondents could face jail
terms and disqualification from
public office under Section 264 of
the same Code,

Also named in the complaint
were Police Colonels Rolanda
V. Bade, Leyte PNP provincial
director; Nelson DC. LBucogeo,
Southern Leyte PNP provincial

See ALBAYALDE > Page 13

private or public, to the NPA,” the
lawmakers said.

They pointed out that there have
been no pork barrel relcases since
2013 after the Supreme Court de-
clared such funds unconstitutional,

“We wete also among the parties
who questioned the pork bareel sys-
tem ...which led to the PDAF and
DAP (Disbursement Acceleration
Program) being declared unconstitu-
tional in the first place,” they added.

The complainants noted that the
posts appeared and were shared
on the official accounts of the
tespondents,

Attached with the 25-page com-
plaint affidavit were screen shots
of the Facebook posts.

“The posting and continuous
circulation of the above malicious
posts could only have been made
possible, and amplified further,
theough the use of public funds,
facilities, resources, personnel and
authority,” they said.
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" OPERATION VS IS-BACKED REBELS

BOV'T AIRSTRIKES KILL 6 BIFF

GUNMEN IN MAGUINDANAD

COTABATO CiTY—After four

soldiers were killed by Islamic .
State (IS)-inspired gunmen. in

separate instances in this city and
in Magulndanao provinee recent-
ly, the military retaliated and at-
tacked a suspected lait of terror-
ists in Shatiff Saydona Mustapha
town, leaving. six rebels dead,
military reports said.

Two other suspected mem-
bers of Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters (BIFF) were
injured while a government gol-
dier was killed during the initial
clashes on Monday morning,
according to Maj. Gen. Cirilito
Sobejana, commander of the
Army's 6th Infantry Division,

“Expect continuing military
operations in the coming days
to flush out BIFE in the periph-
erfes of communities neat the
marshland,” Sobejana told re-
* borters on Tuesday.

He withheld the identity of
the slain soldier pending notifi-
cation of his immediate family.

Six badies, suspected to be
BIFE rebels, were fished out of
the marshland at Barangay Inai-

adan, Shariff Saydona Mustapha,
after the military operation.

" BIFF faction
" Resldents told local and mil-
itary officialg that the fatalities
were followers of Abu Totrayfe,
leader of a faction of BIFF,

Two  helicopter gunships,
backed by artillery fire, took
turns in striking sections of the
marshiand.

‘The operation sent several
villagers - fleeing to safer
grounds, Residents in the near- -
by towns of Datu Salibo and Ma-
masapano aiso fled during the
military operation,

Sobejana said there wouid be
no letup in the offensives even as
he directed all wnits under his

.command to exercise precau-

lionary measures to prevent re-
tallatory attacks, e ecially on
off=cuty soldiers, ]:‘)

Last week four soldiers, one
in Cotabato City and three in
Maguindanao, were killed by
gunmen who later claimed to
belong to BIFF. —kpwin o, FER-
NANDEZ INQ
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~ 3BIFF, 2 Maute
men slain in clashes

Three leaders of the Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) were
among those reported killed as the mili-
tary stepped up its offensive against the
bandits in Maguindanao,

Salahudin Hassan, a certain Com-
mander Bastardo and a certain Mauwi-
yah, a supposed bomb expert, were said
to be among 20 BIFF men killed in ajr
and ground strikes in Shariff Saydona
town on Monday. o

-Maj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, 6th Infan-
try Division commander, said the num-
ber of fatalities is still being validated.

Sobejana said a soldier was also
killed while seven others were wounded
in gunfights with the bandits.

“Operations are ongoing. The last

- encounter was at around midnight. We
have inflicted heavy casualties on the
enenty, with body parts splattered all
over the place,” Sobejana said. _

He said around 100 BIFF men split in
smaller groups while their leader, Abu
Toraife, remained holed out in the area,

- In Pagayawan, Lanao del Sut, two
members of the Maute group were
killed in an encounter on Monday.

The fatalities were identified only by
their aliases of Sahid and jihad.

Col. Romeo Brawner Jr,, 103rd Army
Brigade and Joint Task Force Ranao
commander; said two soldiers were also
killed while another was wounded in-
theclash, Lol et
" Brawner said three ‘companies of sol-
dicrs have been pursuing the militants
led by Owaida Maroho ?531‘, alias Abu
Dar, since last week.

Brawner said they are coordinating
with local government officials to ensure
that no civilians would be caught in the
crossfire. - Jaime Laude, Roel Parefio

——

ly
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TABATO CITY (PNA) -
¥ 8ix menbers of the Islamic
- State(IS)-inspired Bangsam-
- oro Islamic Freedom Fighters
(BIFE} were killed while two other mili-
tants were wounded during a day-long
nilitavy operation in Shariff Saydona
Mustapha, Maguindanao on Menday.
Maj. Gen. Chrlito Sobejana, Ariny's
Sixth Infantry Division (61D} commander;
said a soldier was also killed while an-.
other was wounded during the clashes,

i
i

(i

A i

evacuations in the neighboring arcas of
Barangay Pagatin, Datu Salibo and Ba-
rangay "Tuka in Mamasapano town.

Sobejana identified the tavgets of
ihe operation as the BIFF factions of
Karialan, BBongos, and Abu Toraife. l

“We are doing this operation
(againsi the BIFF) fast because of
the psychological impact it might
have on civilians in {he area,” he
said.

Sobejana said he was looking

“proper notification of their respeclive

Hedeclined o identify them pénding

families. : ,
“lxpeet a continuing mililary opera-

lion in the coming days 1o finsh out the

BIFY in the peripherios of communi-

ties near the Liguasan marshland,”

ihe military oflicial told newsimen here
Tuesday. R

Sobejana conlivmed the casuatlics
on the BIFF side based on hody counts
atthe main site of the baltle in Barangay

forward to neulralizing for good the
BIFF the soonesl time, possibly before

the conduet of the May 13 elections this
year. j’
T T

Inaladan, Sharifl Saydona Muslapha.
“We are in the process of confirming

- theiridentilies,” ho sald, adding thal the

lwo woum ded radicals were also moni-
tored being carricd away by their flecing
comrades’

Military helicopler gunships, hacked
by arlillery five, pounded on the BIFE
pinpointed laivs in the Lignasan Marsh
arca, which prompted the evacuation of
villagers firom Inaladan,

Military ground troops alse noted
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| 20 terrorists killed
in airstrikes in
Maguindanao

By FRANCIS T, WAKEFIELD

A military official said Tuesday that at
least 20 (errorists, including high-value
targets, were killed in the airstrikes and
arlillery missions against the B angsaixoro
Islamic Freedoin Fighters (BT and the
Daulah Islamiyah in Maguindanao,

Major General Cirilito Sobejana, the
conumander of the Avmy’s 6th Infaniry Divi-
ston, disclosed that the Maguindanao opera-
tions lasted up to 12 midnight Monday.

He said there are still unvorified reports
that commanders and subcominandersof (he
BIFF and Daulah Islamiyah were killed,

Sebejana said they are still verilying
the total number of casualties on the side
of the encimy beeause most of those kitfed
were unrecognizable, ‘

“Ourlasl encounter was around michnight.
‘There are more casuallies inflicted on theside
of the eneamy. ‘Pheir bodies were hroken into
picces that’s wity we don't have ant exaetnum-
ber of body count,” Sobejana said in* apalog,

“Bulwe have some reports that some of
those who got killed in yesterday’s encotn-
tor up to midnight last night has reached
20. Wo are still validating the figure and
some of them are high value largets, mean-
ing commanders and subcommanders,
including Salahudin Iassan, Mauwiyah
and Conumander Bastardo.”

Sobcjana stressed that despite not
knowing the exact number of fatalitios
and casualties, the most important thing
is that they arc partially in control of the
stronghold of the eheniy, and there are losg
number of fatalities and casualtics on the
side of the military. 4,

e said as of latest couant, one sol-
* dicr was killed while seven others were
wourtded.

e
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20 terrorists kiﬂed

in military assault
‘on BIFF lair

BY VICTOR REYES

AROGUND 20 tetrorists, including
two sub-leaders of the Bangsam-
oro Islamic Freedom Fighters
and a Singaporcean bomber, have
reportedly been killed in bom-
bardment and ground assault
operations heing conducted by
the military on 2 BIFIF camp in
Magindanao since Monday.

Soldiers have recovered “body
patts” from the BIFY lair in Shaiff
Saydona Mustapha wherc fighting
is ongoing as of yesterday, said Maj,
Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, commancer
of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division,

On the reported 20 faralities,
Sobcjana said the military “is still
validating the figure but some of
them arc high-value targets, or
high-value individuats.”

Military aircraft and howitzers
on Monday bombed the lir where
about 120 BII'F men were repott-
ed to be consolidating and plan-
ning attacks. The bombardment
was followed by ground assaults,
leading to series of skirmishes,

Among those reported killed
in the continuing operations were
BIFE sub-leaders Salahudin Has-
sanand a “Commander Bastardo,”

!

and Singapotrean bomber Mu-
hamad Ali Abdul Rahiman, alias
Mauwiyah,

As to the fate of BIFY leader
Abu Toraype, Sobejana said, “We
could not confirm or deny if he was
killed or not. We have mobilized
contacts on the ground to confirm
if he was among thosc killed.”

Sobejana said the military has
also reccived reports that many
other BYFE members were wound-
e in the fighting, “We were able
to monitor that they are extiicaling
their wounded, along with some of
their fatalitics” he said.

On the government side, Sobe-
jana said the military’s casualty fig-
uees remained at one dead bt the
number of injured rose to seven,

“Thete are still pockets of re-
sistance. They have splintered into
smaller groups in the vast area, We
have beefed up-our forces so we
can follow every direction of the
enemy,” he said,

He said the military conducted
bombing runs and shelli g of
enemy positions yesterclay. E’)J.\

Sobejana said soldiers havd con-
trolled parts of the eaemy strong-
hold but the military js expecting
the BHI men to counter-attack,
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20 BIFF todas sa air strike! i

‘Umaabotnasa20ml-
yeinbro ng Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Force
(BIFF} ang napaslang
saisinagawang air strike
oparation ng tropa ny

amahalaan sa pinag-

ukutaan ng Daesh-I1SIS
(Islamic State of lraq and
Syiia) inspired group
sa Maguindanao.

lto ang kinumpirma
kahapon ni Major Gen.
Cirilito Sobejana, com-
mander ng 6th Infan-
try Division (ID) ng Phl
Army at Joind Task Force
(JTF) Central.

“We have Iinflicted
heavy casualties on the
enemies, until midnight

last night (March 11),
medyo lasug-lasog yung
mga katawan, we have
soma reports na umabot
na sa almost 20 yung
mga naratay sa kala-
ban,” ani Sobejana.

~ Sa nasabing opera-
syon, nakasagupa ng
ground troops ng Philip-
pine Army (NPA) ang
mga tumatakas na BIFF
kung saan isa ang na-
sawl sa mga sundalo
habang pito naman ang

nastgatan sa tropa ng .

pamahalaan.
Nagsimula umano

ang bomb run ng MG520

bomber plane ng Philip-

3

alas-5:50 ng umaga ni-
tong Lunas sa Brgy. Ina-
ladan, Shariff Saydona
Mustapha na umabot .
hanggang hatinggabi
ang operasyon,. -

- 8inabi ni Sobejana
na kabilang sa mga
puntirya sa opsarasyon
ay ang mga high value
target ang mga BIFF
commanders at syb-
commanders na sina
Salahudin Hassan, Mau-
wiyah at Kumander Bas-
tardo. Beneberipika pa
ng militar kung kabllang
sina Mauwlyah at Has-
san sa mga napaslang
sa air strike. (Joy Can-.

pine Air Force dakong fos, Rhoderlck Berioz)
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20 utas sa operasyon vs BIFF, Daulah Islamiyah

Nasa 20 Dacsh-inspired terrorists,
kabilang ang ilang high-value tatgets, ang
napatay sa surgical airstrikes at artillery
missions ng miditar Jaban sa Bangsamoro
Islamic J'reedom Fighters (BIFF) at Daulah
Islamiiyah sa Maguindanao, kinumpirma
kahapon isang opisyal ng militar,

Inabot ng?mﬁnp‘ rabi nitong Lunesan
aperasyon sa bahagi ng Inaladan, Sharitf

Saydona, Raja Buayan, Mamasapano

Complex, saMaguindanao,ayon kay Magm'
General Cirilito Sobejana, comimander g bth
infantry Divisionng Army.

Sa mga hindi pa beripikadong

ulat, kabilang sa mpa napatay ang mga

commander atsubcommanders ng BIFF at
Daulahislamiyah nasinaSalahudin Hassan,
Singaporean Mawiyahna natitirang bahagi
ng Malaysian ferrorist na si Zulkifli Abdhir
alyas Marwan, at Commander Bastardo.

.. Malaking bilang clinsa hanay ng mga
_terorista ang nasugatan habanlg fsa ang

nasawi at pito ang sugatan sa hasay ng

militar, .

_ Patudoy ang beripikasyon sa kabuwang

hilany ng nasawisamga terorista,
&mlaulala,in.m]mn pakungkabilangsa

mganapalay saoperasyon st A%)u Toraype

manamummo saisa pang grupong BIFE, 2

Francis T. Wakefield

}f/?
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laguindanao

teead

clashes rage

The said number, however, does not include displaced
residents who evacuated from the towns of Datu Saudi

Ampatuan and Datu Piang

5

By Kristina Maiafit

. Violence reaved its ugly head once
again in restive Mindanao region as
clashes between government soldiers
and ISIS-inspired terror groups erupted
beginning last Monday in Maguindanao.

At press time, authorities said at
least I2 people were already killed and
thousands ef civilians were forced to
flee their homes to avoid being caught
in the crossfire, N

Bangsamoro region winister of social
services Raisa Jajurie said 3,295 families
or around 16,000 individuals were staying
in various evacuation camps in the towns
of Shaviff Saidona, Shariff Aguak and
Datu Salibo.

The satd number, however, does not
include displaced residents who evacuated
{fom the towns of Datu Saudi Ampatuan
any Datu Piang, _

Maj. Gon. Cirilito Sohejana,
commander of Joint Task Foree Cential
Mindanao, said the firefight between
d&vernment troops and Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) started
in Barangay Inaladan in the municipaiity

of Shariff Saydona Mustapha and moved
toward other areas whore the ISIS group
has a presence. }

Of the fatalitios, three were government
soldicrs, elght were members of the BIfF
and one was from the Maute group, -

Sobejana sald one soldier from the -

Philippine Army’s 6th Infaniry Division
was Lilled and another was wounded during
the gun battle. Lo T

We assure the public that we are -
targeting only the encampments of
ISISinspired groups of BIFF,

Those killed from the BIFE side were
identified as Kumander Pegka, Karim
Bitua, Munir Madsal, Gani Lanti, Bukay
Samad and Sanday Mush. o

He added they are still trying to identify
fwo more slain bandits who wore hit by the
govertment's attack helicopters,

Air and ground assault continued
on Tuesday in several barangays in
Maguindanao following a whole day of
intenso fivefight on Monday as Subejana
urged residents to stay inside evacuation
centers,

“We assure the public that we are

2

targeting only the encampments of 1SIS-
inspired groups of BIFE” Sobgjana said,

*+.. AbuAwir, spokesman for the BIFF under

the. Karialan faction; said they were Just
forced to fight back after seeing wilitary
troops Intruding in their communities in
Barangay Libutan,
This, as Malacafiang yesterday assured
&, the government will exert ali efforts to
N flush out ISIS and its sympathizers
O §8 out of the country. o

Locked
and

loaded
Government
soldiers

prepare lo E
storim enemies’ [
lairs in Mindanao. fg
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- I8I8 is Rising in the Philippines as I( -
~ Dwindies in the Middle East” and posted
¢ online on 8 March, - .
It stated the ISIS is fgr from defeated
angl that thé movement has sprouled
i, in the Mindanao, long a haven
4 for insurgenits because of dense
5. wilderness and weak policing.
With Gladys Mae Ahlon

RN A S

The Palace was reacting to an _
article on tho New York Times §
tagging the Philippines, partictlaly
Mindanao, as the jihadiste’ new _,  #
breeding ground, 2

Presidential spokesman
Salvador Panelo admitted that
the govarrument was disturbed %
by the veport.

The article, titled “How
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6 militants,
soldier die

! coTABATO CITY (PNA) - Six
members of the Tslamic State (1S)-
inspired Bangsamaro Islamic Free-
dom Fighters (BIFF) were killed while

_two other militants were wounded
during a day-long military opera-
tion In Shariff Saydona Mustapha,
Maguindanao on Monday,

Maj. Gen. Cliilito Sobejana, Army’s -
Sixth Infantry Division (61D} com-
mande, said a soldier was also killed
while another was wounded during
the clashes, He declined to identify
them pending proper notification of
their respective families,

Sobefana confirmed the casual-
ties on the BIFF side based on body
counts at the main site of the battle
in Barangay Inaladan, Shariff Say-
dona Mustapha, &
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PALAGE SAYS GOV'T READY TO THWART IS RISE IN PH

By lulie M. Aurclio
@JMAureliolNQ

The government will thwart
terrorist activities of Islamic
State (IS), which a New York
Times (NYT) report said was
rising in the Philippines,

The report said 1§ has “at-
tracted a range of milltant ji-
hadists” in Mindanao,

- Malacainang gave the assur-
ance in reaction to the Times
report, which said IS was mov-

ing to the Philippmes after los-
ing ground in the Midle East.
Presidential , spokesperson
Salvador Panelo said the De-
partment of National Defense
{DND) was monitoring the
movements of I1S-affiliated

groups and individuals in Min-
danao, where martial law was
declared following the siege of
Marawi City by IS followers.
“Definitely, we should un-
dertake measures {o prevent
that from happening,” Panclo

. alcl at a -press briefing on

‘Tuesday,

-~ . DNDrole

Pressed for details, Panelo
said he had to "ask the DND be-
cause they are the ones monl-
toring the movernents of these
people.”

In a report entitled “How
ISIS is Rising in the Philippines
as It Dwildles in the Middle

- Rast,” the Times warned that IS

has “sprouted clsewhere,” in-

r_ludmg Mmdanno

While its territory in the
Middle East lras dwindled, 1S
has spread to Mindanao where
it has "attracted a range of mili-
tant jihadists.”

In May 2017, the 18-backed
Maute terrorist group entered
Marawi and engaged govern-
ment soldiers in a war that last-
ed for five months,

Martial law in Mindanao has
been extended to Dec. 31, 2019.
INQ
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2 soldicrs dead In clash with IS gunmen

Fighting erupted on Monday between the military and Islamlc State
{I8)-inspited gunmen in Lanao del Sur, leaving two soldicrs dead and
two others wounded. The clashes occurred around 3 pm fn the town of
Pagayawai., The site of the clashes was near Marawi City; which had
been [reed of IS followers who tried to set yp an IS base there.
Col. Romeo Brawner said soldiers were in pursuit of the group of
Abu Dav. Dar, aka Humam Abdul Nafib, was a senlor terror leader )
who helped plan and carry out the siege of Marawi Cily. Hepvas able to
escape during the clashes on Monday. —seorrrevmamem £,




By ALEXIS ROMERC

Malacafiang yesterday vowed to
prevent Islamic State (I8) militants
from spreading influence in' the
country. '

A recent New York Times report
detailed how IS is strengthening its
presetice in the Philippines as it is
facing setbacks in the Middle East.

The IS has attracted militant
jihadists in southern Philippines,
which the group considers asits Fast
Asla provinee, the report said.

The article mentioned last

month’s bombing of a Catholic ca-

“thedralin Jolo, Sulu, which has been

attributed Lo foreign suicide bomb-
ers and the Marawi siege in 2017.
Presidentiol spokesman Salvador
Panelo said security forces would step
up measures to prevent the 18 from

~ turning Mindanao into its stronghold.

“We should undertake measures
lo prevent that from ha}ppening,”
Panelo said, adding that the govern-
ment is concerned about IS presence
in Mindanao.

Last year, Duterte warned that IS
poses a threat to Mindanao despite

A

“forever commir impunity the

losing strongholds in the Middle Kast.

"We are ih a troubled world, Ii's
dangerous. Crisis comes one afler
another Maybe we just defused the
maost critical one. But on the other
stde of the world, there remains to be
a problem of terrorism and political
instability throughout the nations,”
Duterle said in a speech last June.

The President said the 1S is now
looking for new bases in Southeast
Asia because of the losses they suf-
fered in the Middle Iast.

“The problem is they are losing
the landmass fast in the Midctle East,

And ﬂ}e ISIS are being finished off
really lilerally they are being kijjed. .
[} Ky Just want to kill and (he worst
of it is the hardliners or the insane
leaders would always say that they
want to kill all the infidojs of this
pkffmt'” the President sajd.

We are not ready for that, We can
never be ready for iy, America angd
Russia, C_hina, You can never really
be ready in a war against terrorism
They siruck, they disappean, they.
mix the shadow of humanit} and

] way
they want it to be,” he added, )/)
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concern over a tepoit tirat the hilip-

pines is turning into a base of Tslamic -

State {1S) fighters,
"Drefinitely, then we should under-

take meastires to prevent that from hap-.

pening,” Palace spokesman Salvador
Panelo said in a news conference,

“I will have to ask the Department
of National Defense because they are
the ones monitoring the movements of
these people,” he added.

Hie Mevr Yok ies reported that
after lasing their teritories they con-
trolled in frae and Syria, IS fighters were

eyaing Mindaraoas their new base, call-.

ing the region 15 “Tast Asia province,”
“But far from defeated, the move-
ment as spiovied elsewhere. And
here in the Mindanac island group of
southern Philippines, long a-haven for
insurgents because of dense wilderness
and weak policing, the Islamic State
A aseA2
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has attracted a range of militant
jihadists,” the report said.

“An illustration circulated
days later on Islamic State chat
groups, showing President Ro-
drigo Duterte of the Philippines
kneeling on a pile of skulls and
a militant standing over him
with a dagger. The caption on
the picture sounded a warning:

“The fighting has just begun,”
It added, -
Mindanao has been under mar-
tial rule since May last yeai in re-
sponse Lo 1S-inspircd Maute rebels
that laid siege to Marawi City and
allegedly attemped to establish a
caliphate for the terror group,
Dutette, in his speech in Febry-
ary, warned of more terrorist at-

" tacks by the IS, which he described
as "insane” and “made in hell.”

* "We have ihis insane IS that they
would kill. And I cxpect that they
would do some bombings here
and bombings there ‘cause that's
wha they get in the Middle Hast,”
the President had said.

Duterte earlier ordered govern-
ment troops to annihilate ter-

e aay

 rorists and enemies of the stite
. after the twin explosions at the
Our Lady of Mount Carme] Ca.
thedral in Jolo, Sulu, that kiiled
at least 20 people and injured
alinost 100. .
The IS had claimed credit for the
attack, saying 1o suicide bombers
detonated a belt of explosives,
The Philippine military was not .

discounting this claint but said the
Ajang-Ajang, a sub-group of the
bandit Abu Sayyaf Group, might
be behind the blasts,

The Philippine National Police
had dectared the Jolo cathedral
bombing “case closed” after the
alleged bombers surtendered

separately (o authorities in Sulu,
CATHERINE S, VALENTE
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BY AL JACINTO

7 AMBOANGA CITY: The Philippine

Army said it deployed more
6troops to run after a group of

pro Islamlc State (IS) terrorists who
killed two soldiers and wounded another
in fierce fighting in restive Lanao del

Sur on Monday,.

It said two bandits were also
killed, but soldiers only recovered
one body in the remote village of
Calaludan in Pagayawan town.
Monday's clashes were the result
of a tipoff from villagers on the

presence of Dawlah Islamiya (DI)
members, according to Capt.
Clint Antipala, spokesman for the
Lst Infantry Division.

Quoting a repert from Col, Ro--
meo Brawner, commander of the

103rd Infantry Brigade, Antlpala
said, “Additlonal troops were sent
[to the province] in order to pursue
the fleeing terrorists as well as to
ensure the safety and security of
the local populace in the area.”

He said soldiers from the
55th Infantry Battalion were pur-
suing the tertorists, whose leaders
pledged allegiance to IS and vowed
to fight for the establishment of a
caliphate in the troubled south.

“"We are sustaining our focused
military operation in order to de-
stroy the remnants of this group
Di-Lanao and make free the prov-
ince from terrorists,” Brawner said
in his report.

Brig. Gen. Roberto Ancan, divi-

loyed

sion commander, condoled with
the families of the slain soldiers
“who paid the ultimate sacrifice in
protecting our people against the
terrorist group,”

Security was also tightened in
the province and more check-
points were established to ensure
the safety of the residents

Smgaporean
terrorists

The military believed that two
most wanted Singaporean terror-
ists werre among the fatalities in a
series of air artillery and ground
operations in several towns of
Maguindanao since Monday.

A

Maj. Gen, Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of the Philippine
Army's 6th Infantry Division,
claimed there were about 20 re-
ported dead after they faunched
operations in the towns of Datu
Salibo, Pagatin, Mamasapano and
Shariff Aguak, or known as the so-
called "SPMS box.”

Among the 20 fatalities, Sobe-

jana said, were Singaporean
terrorists Salahudin Hassan,
Mauwiyah and one known as
“Commander Bastardo.”

But, they were only reported
killed as Sobejana noted that such
information was subject forvalida-
tion by their units on the ground.

“We strongly suspect [that Mau-

wiyah was among killed| because
lie was in the target when the bomb
was dropped. We could not find
a complete body as the fatalities’
bodies are disimembered,” he said.
Initially, twé terrorists were
Kilted in the air and ground opera-
tions, while a soldier was shot in
the head,

“We are validating the figure
and trying to identify them,”
Sobejana added.

The terrorist group being
traced by the military was under
the supervision of Abu Toraype,
who was believed present in one

area af the encounter.
WIiTH A REPORT FROM
Ky DEMPSEY REVES
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22 [5-linked rebels killed in 2-day raids

By Francisco Tuva
alj‘a{d r\c.lat Mariar%’oy

ISLAMIC State-inspired terror gloups suf:
fered amajor blow as the militaty launched
massive air strikes and ground attacks that
. killed 22 terrorists in two separate baitles
in Maguindanao and I anao del Sur,

In Maguindanao, two days of air raids,
attillery shelling and a ground assault on

a lerrorist stronghold in the hinterlands of

Shariff Saydona Mustapha killed 20 fight-
ars, imtcluding some high-value targets,
said Mgj. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana,

e
)

~ Sobejana could not yet ascertain whicth-
er Singaporcan Jiladist Muhamad Ali Ab-
dut Rahimen, alias Mausviyah and Sala-
hudin Hassan, both leaders of the Daulah
islamiya, were among those killed.

- During the campaign, Sobejaia saicl as-
saulting ground troops met stiff resistance
but the tenorists were oveswhelined by a
bomb run that forced them to refieat,

- One soldier died from enemy fire,

In Lango del Sur fighting, two mem-
bets of the 1S-linked Mauto group andt two
soldiers were killed in a battle that lasted

Next page
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hours in Barangay Padas in Pa-
gayawan town Monday afternoon.

Col. Romeo Brawner, commander
of the Army’s 103cd Infantry Brigade,

_said the two dead terrorists wercAbu
Jihad and Abu Tahir who were part of
the 24-man contingent under Maule
chieitaiii Abu Dar, _

The Palace on Tuesday said it would
take measurcs fo prevent ISIS from
tuming the Philippines into a base for
its operations.

Presidential Spokcsman Sdlvadm
Panelo said the Palace remains “defi-
nitely concerned” about the terrorist
group’s activities in the country, es-
pecially those involving establishing a
foothold in Mindanao.

Panelo’s remark caine after the New
York Times. reported that the Islamic
State group is “rising” in the Philip-
pings as its fortunes dwindle in the
Middle Hast.

“Across the islands of the south-
ern Philippines, the black flag of the
Islamic State is [lying over what the
group considers as its East Asia prov-
ince,” the New York Times’ article re-
leased on Saturday said.

“Men in the fungle, two oceuns
away from the arid birthplace of the
Istamic State, are taking the terrorist
brand name into new battles,” it added.

The report also pointed out the re-
cent terrorist attacks that rocked sev-
eral parts of Mindanuo in carty 2019.

PO
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Amid tight supply, water conlainers get costlier

By Othel V. Campos, Rio N. Araja
aqd Macon Ramos-Araneta

paj “4 HE carly onset of El Nifio has

- damaged 22,298 metric tons of
L riceand corn crops, with losses
amounting to P464.27 million, as of
March 8, 2019.

Retailers, according to a dzMM radio report, have al-
ready jacked up prices of water drums and pails by as
much as P20, now ranging from P90 to P100 each. Puri-
fied water, which previously cost P95 per seven liters, is
sold at P100 to P1035, . ;

A report from the Disaster Risk Reduction and Manage-

ment Operations Center shows the weather phenomenon,
marked by high temperatures and low rain fall, has damaged
13,679 hectares of farm land, affecting 16,034 farmers.
. Affected regions include MIMAROPA, Zamboanga
Peninsula, Northern Mindanao, Davao Region, Soccksar-
gen and the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao,

Rice farms sustained the biggest loss at P377.85 million
from 9,860 hectares of destroyed rice lands.

This affected 7,851 farmers from the provinces of Occi-
dental Mindoro, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga Sibugay,
Misamis Oriental, Davao del Sur, Cotabato and Maguin-
danao,

Damage to com crops due to the early dry spell amount-
ed to P86.42 million, with 5,686 MT of standing corn de-
stroyed on 3,819 hectares of farm Jand,

About 8,183 corn farmers from the provinces of Occi-
dental Mindoro, Zamboanga Sibugay, Zamboanga del Sur,
Cotabato and Maguindanao were affected.

The Agriculture department said it has coordinated with
local government units to carry out mitigating measures to

? ) help farmers. ;

It has also suggested repositioning pumps and engine
sets for water distribution, and alerted the Bureau of Soils
and Water Management and the Air Force on the need for
cloud seeding from March 14 to May 21, Next page
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The department has releaged an initial
P18.3 million to regional field offices and
the Air Force for the cloud seeding,

Also on Tuesday, the Manila Water
Co. said it has no choice but to “severely
reduce” water distribution to its over 6
million customers, in view of the low
water level at La Mesa Dam as a result
of a dry spell,

Geodino Carpio, chief Operating of-
ficer for MWCI operations, said be-
cause of a shortage of raw watey supply
at La Mesa Dam, the water company
has no choice but to implement service
interruptions in several parts of its ser-
vice areas in the cast zone of Metro Ma-
nila and Rizal as wel|,

“We have to find ways o severely re-
ducing pressure at a single time,” He sajd.

The water level at Manila “Water’s La
Mesa Dam plunged to below critical
level over the weekend, _

But the onling news site Rappler said
hydrologists from the weather bureay
are puzzled by Manila Water’s claim,

because LaMesa Dam is only a reserve
source of water, as the water calces-
sianaiies are supposed to draw water
from the Angat Dam, which -has not
reached its eritical level,

Metropolitan Waterworks and Sew-
erage System Administrator Reynaldo

Velasco told CNN Philippines, ‘mean-

While, that he believes. Manila Water

has ahways been. drawing somé waler
from La Mesa Dam, - '

“T told them that’s supposed to he
reserve, but they have been drawing
water. That's why it’s now on its low,”
Velasco told CNN.

Manila Water’'s West Zone connter
part, Maynilad, has not repotted a sup-
ply problem and has even agreed to help
Manila Water.

Senator Nancy Binay pointed out that
the conflicting statenients about a water
shortage in Metro Manila have only jn-
creased public confusion,

Meanwhile, Senator Juan Bdgardo
Angara said the government should roll
ouit its action plan in food-growing ar-
eas before the drought is in full Swing,

“A man-made disasier ovor g natural dis-
aster is a double whammy that will feave

less food on the table for families and less
income for farmers,” Angara said,

HThere are threats to agriculture in
muftiple fronts. Government  should
he.p farmers battle the imany crises they
are facing,” he added,

Angara, chairman of the Senate com-
niittee on ways and means and vice
chairman of the Senate comnrittee on
finance, identified four sources of gov-
ernment funds which can be merged to
fund El Niijo mitigation measures,

These are the Calamity Fund, orwhat
is officially called as the National Dis-
aster Risk Managoment and Mitigation
Fund; the budget of agriculture agen-
cies like the National Irrigation Ad-
mMnistration; the Rice Competitiveness
Enhancement Fyng under the recently
passed Republic Act 11203 or the Rice
Tariffication Law; and the Department
of Social - Welfare -and Development’s
funds to aid distressed familics.

The P20-billion NDRMM fund can f;-
hance preparatory activities i anticipation
of an imniinent disaster while (he P36-
billien NIA fund can be used for water-
Saving measures iy government-managed
irtipation systeins, he said. With PNA
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GAN MILF HELP HESTI]HE

PEAGE AND ORDER?

IN reference to the news "Abu
Sayyaf atrocities spook foreign
investors—Duterte” {3/5/19), al.
low me to ask this fJuestion:
What is the Moro Islamic Libera-
. Hon Front (MILF} doing about it
now that President Duterte has
" put its leaders in charge of large
swathes of Mindanao?
There is hardly any doubt in
anyone's mind that the MILF
knows who the Abu Sayyaf ban-
dits are. Most of them are their
‘own relatlves and friends, for
crying out loud! It knows how
they operate in all of Mindanag
and where their hideoyts are. It
has the force and firepower to

convince them to give up their
banditry or crush them anytime
it wants. Yet, none of that is
happening—-or_ will ever come
fopass, -

Has President Duterte been
made a fool of for actually be-
lieving the MILF can help him
restore peace and order? Has he
forgotten that the MILF’s ulti-
mate goal is far from irenic—-
the setting up of an Isiamic
state.in Mindanao and its “lib-
eration” and secesslon from so-
called “Imperial Maniia”?

MA. MARGARITA AYTONA,
marimar_ay@yahoo.com
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Arminarm
with BARMM

~ By MANNY VILLAR -~

HIE people have spoken. By
“an overwhelming “YES” vote of .
1,540,017 as opposed to only 198,750
i “NO” votes, the Bangsamoro- .
Organic Law was ralified in plebiscites held.
last January 21 and February 6, _ ‘
Based on the plebiscifes, the new
Bangsamoro Autonontous Region ih Mustim
Mindanap (BARMM) will be composed of
five provinces (Maguindanao, Lanaoc del
Sux, Basilan, Sulu, and, TawiTawi), three
cities (Marawi, Lamitan, and Cotabato Cily), -
116 fowns, and 63 barangays (in 6 North
Cotabato towns). ’ _
The road (o the new BARMM was not
. easy. The conflict in Mindanao has for
decades stunted growlhin the region: It has
claimed many lives and property. Efforts‘ to
achieve peace have faced many difficullies
--wars, spoilers, legal obstacles, and more
recently an unfortunate law enforcement
operation gone awry.
The peace process got a shot in the arm
with the election of Rodrigo Duterte, the

This hereulean task will fan initiadly on the shoulders -
of the Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA), the 80-
member body that will govern the BARMM untii June
30, 2022, The B'IA members were appointed by the
President and rriost of them have alveady takei their
oath of office, ' o

Under the leadership of Interim Chief Minister Al ITaj
Murad Ebrahim, the BTA needs to steer the BARMM in
the right directiot1. Their brand of governance will sot the
tone for the e e of peace and prosperily in the region,

After the euphoria of the enaciment of the law
and the plebiseife dissipate, the hard work begins, {
agrec with what most analysts are saying that the new
BARMM needs to domonstrate good governance, ensure
inclusive governnteinl, and strengthen democracy in
communities.

But T would like to add another important task —
economie development. I have always maintained that the

7
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~ central government, the private sector

country’s first pl'esiclenfﬁ'onti Mindariao, One

~ . of President Duterte’s campaign promises
- was to push for peace in Mindanao.

Within two years of his presidency,

~ Congress approved the final version of the- -

Beangsamoro Basie Law (BBL), which was
called the Organic Law for' the Bangsamoro

- Autonomous Regien in Muslim Mindanao

(OLBARMM). The President would laler

sign it into law paving the way for the

‘historic plebiselie, ST :
The former ARMM has now given way

- (0. BARMM. And we should give BARMM

all the'support that it needs, The Organic
Law is not a perfect law, My ‘experiénce
in the legislatore has taught me that no
law — especially huwman law — is perfc(,:t.
But peace and prosperity in Mindanao is
our goal and this Organic Law is part of
oui continuing process to achieve what our
sisters and hrothers in Mindanao doserve,
The BARMM may not he the perfeet
solution butitis what we have right now and
we have fo do our part to make it succeed.
Peace and prosperity in Mindanao means
peace and prosperily in the Philippines.

goalis not just peace, "The goalis peaccand prosperity,
The latier ensures that peace will endure,

The new government must create a policy
environment that is conducive to entreprencurs
in order to increase economie activities in their
cotmmunities, Muslims ape inherently emrepreneurial,
Duting my time in politics and even now in business,
I have met a lol of Muslim traders who, given the
Gpportunily, ean be suecessiul partners in creating
Jjobs and generating growih,

In consonance with the tenets of their faith, the
BARMM needs (o establish financial policies that
would encourage small and medium enterprises to
create and grow businesses, In my vicew, this is the
key to success for the BARMM, '

In order to achieve this, I urgeleveryone - the
and the Filiptno

people —-to stand avm in arm with BARMM.
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Worry about
HINA Ambaséadb}.‘ Zh:io _}i:i_hhﬁé . .-

displayed his diplomatic savvy
when he spoke to reporters and

aired his retort to comments made by US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo when he

visited Manila last wecek.

- In so many words,-Zhao said China will
notlaunch any attack in the disputed South

China Sea and that the region should
worty about “the other side” possibly
doing so. | '
With his statement, Ambassador Zhao
showed he knows how to push his nation’s
~policies on foreign relations while at the
same time making assurances of peacetoa
friendly neighbor -- the Philippines -- and
taking a jibe at their American rival, -

‘It is to the interest of China,
the Philippines and Asean to
maintain freedom of navigation
-in the South China Sea.’

Zhao did not name “the other side” but
was apparently referring to the United
States which had been calling out China
for its alleged continued dominance in the
disputed scas.

The envoy’s statement, “We don’t worty
about China attacking anybody because it
is not out policy,” is borne out by the Phil-
ippines” historical experience with China,

N
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Fveri when the Philippines under

- President Ferdinand I\f[arcos__occup_icd
" ten islands and features. in. the Spratly’s
~in the “70s; which is also part of China’s
" claims undet the 9-Dash Tine, China did
" not take an aggressive stance. In fact, it

“was Vietham under sly circumstances that

grabbed Pugad Island alteady occupied by
the Philippines. Lo
China has never waged any attack against

the Philippines in the ovet one 'th_ousm'ld
-yeats history of the Philippines and its
~ people, This is evidenced in the good'\YJII_
 that China enjoyed with the various Philip-
_pines kingdoms and sultanates from way
-+ back 1,000 A.1D. starting with Rajab Kiling

of Butuan which sent several trade mis-

~sions to China,
~This was followed by mote missions by
Sultan Paduka Batara starting 1417, includ-
ing his own visit to Iimperor Yongle.
. Thete is a monument in jolo, one of
“otlier major island of the Sulu group,

consisting of a stofie tablet paying hom-
age to Poon Tao Kong, whosc 1:(:3& name
and stoty is inscribed, “Pei-Pei Hien who
arrived in Jolo as an officer of the greatest
Chinesc navigator Chengho, the Sampao--
kong who held the record on ‘Navigating
the South Seas...” fit’(

It is to the interest of China, the Philip-
piies and Ascan to maintain freedom o.f
navigation in the South China Sea. To this
end, we note with satisfaction that leadess
of the region are one in upholding peacc.
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Of Trees and Forest

THE people have spoken. By an
overwhelming “YES" vote of

1,540,017 as opposed to only 198,750
“NO” voles, the Bangsamoro Organic
Law was ratified in plebisctes held fast
January 21 and February 6,

Based on the plebiscites, the new
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
In Musiim Mindanao {BARMM)- wilt
be composed of five provinces
(Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Basilan,
Suly, and, Tawi-Tawi), three cities
(Marawi, Lamitan, and Cotabato City),
116towns, and 63 barangays (in6 North
Cotabato towns),

The road to the new BARMM was
not easy. The conflict in Mindanao
has for decades stunted growth in the
teglon. It has daimed many lives and
property. Efforts to achleve peace have
faced many difficulties—wars, spoilers,
legal obstacles, and more recently an
unfortunate Iaw enforcement aperation
gone awry.

The peace process got a shot in
the anm with the election of Rodrigo
Duterte, the country’s first president
from Mindanao. One of President
Buterte’s campaign promises was to
push for peace In Mindanao,

Within two years of his presidency,
Congress approved the final version
of the Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL),
whsd1 was cal!ed the Oﬁgamc Law for

Senator Manny Vlllar

Arm in arm w:th BARMM

the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (OLBARMM),
The President would later sign it into
law paving the way for the historic

Theformer ARMM has now given way

to BARMM. Andwe shiould give BARMM

all the support that it needs. The Organic
Law is niot a perfect law. My experience
in the legislature: has taught ma that no
law-—espedally human law—is- perfect.
But peace and prosperily in Mindanao &
our goal and this Crganic Law s part of
ol continuing process to achiave what
our sisters and brothers in Mindanao
deseive. :

The BARMM may not be the perfect
sotution but it Is what we have right now
and we have to do our part to make
it strccead. Peace and prosperity- in
Mindaniao means peace and prosperity
in the Philippines. -

This herculean task will fall fnitially
on the shoulders of the Bangsamoro
Transition Authority (BTA), the 80-
member body that will govern the
BARMM until June 30, 2022. They

-BTA members were appointed by the

Presidentand mostof them have already
taken their oath of office,

Under the leadexship of Interim (}uef
Minister Al Haj Murad Ebrahim, the BTA
needs (o steer the BARMM in the right
direction. Thelr brand of governance will

set the tone for the future of peace and
prospetity in the region.

Alfterthe euphoria of theénactment of
the law and the plebiscite dissipate, the
hard work begins, L agree with what most
analysts are saying that the new BARMM
needs to demonstrate good govemance,
ensure inclusive government, and

" strengthen democracy in comemities,

ButTwouid iketoacklanother importartt
task—economic devetopment, I-have
aways maintained that the goal lsnot just
peace, The goal Is peace and prosperty.
The latter ensures that poace will encire,

“The new government must create
a policy environment that Is condudve
to entreprenewrs In order to increase
eonomic actvities in their communities,
Musfims are inherently entrepreneurial.
Dunng my time in politics and even now
in business, T have met a lot of Muslim
fradlers who, ghven the opportuntty, can
be successhul partners in areating jobs
and generating growth.

In consonance with the tenets of their
feith, the BARMM needs to establish
finandal polides - that would encourage
small and medium enterprises to create
and grow businesses. In my view, thisis !
the key to suiooess for the BARMM,

In order to achieve this, I urge
everyone—the central govemment, the

“pitvatesector and the Rlipino people—to

stand anm in am with BARMM, ‘;7_




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS
13 MARCH 2019
Fallen heroes of Bataan deserve honor,

recognition: AFP

By Priam Nepomuceno March 12, 2019, 8:14 pm

MANILA -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) said it is only proper and fitting that Filipino and
American troops who died in the name of freedom be honored.

AFP public affairs office chief, Col. Noel Detoyato made the remark ahead of the country's
commemoration of the 77th anniversary of the fall of Bataan on April 9, commonly known as the "Araw

ng Kagitingan" (Day of Valor).

"We have to remember the heroism and sacrifices of those who died fighting for the freedom we are now
enjoying," Detoyato said when asked when asked why it is important to honor the soldiers who died
defending the country against the Japanese invaders during the World War |1,

Also, Detoyato said the sacrifices made by Filipino and American troops should be an inspiration for the
present-day generation to preserve the freedom they have fought and died for.

"We value their memories and take it as our inspiration to do our part in preserving what they died for.
Underequipped and meagerly supplied American and Filipino forces, fighting in the Bataan frontlines,
were forced to surrender in April 9, 1942 after 93 days of gallant resistance against the superior
Japanese force equipped with the latest war equipment,” Detoyato said.

Some 60,000 Filipino and American troops were made prisoners of war by Japanese forces.

They were made to walk some 112 kilometers from Mariveles, Bataan to Capas, Tarlac under the

scorching sun with no food and water for days in what is known the world over as the “Death
March”. (PNA)

hitp://mww.pna.gov.ph/
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Efforts to prevent NPA from accessing
foreign funds underway

By Priam Nepomuceno March 12, 2019, 12:14 pm

MANILA -- Efforts are now underway to restrict New People's Army (NPA) rebels from accessing funds
they have acquired abroad.

This was disclosed by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief Col. Noel
Detoyato when asked on whether the government is doing something to stop the rebels from receiving

funding abroad.
"Yes, including foreign funds they are receiving by deceiving the (foreign) donors and diverting the

money to further their terroristic activities with the ultimate aim of toppling down the government and
changing our way of life," he said in a message to the Philippine News Agency late Monday.

The military official earlier said only a unified and whole-of-government approach will defeat the NPA,
which is listed as a terrorist organization by the United States and the European Union.

"We have identified so many factors to eradicate the communist terrorists (and these are) prevent them
from accessing funds, counter their mass base recruitment and front organizations," Detoyato said.

And they can only be neutralized effectively if the government will synchronize its efforts to counter them
and the threats they pose.

"We can only do this effectively if the whole government will synchronize their efforts towards a common
goal (which is aimed at containing these factors that responsible for the continued operation of the NPA
movement)," the AFP official added.

Once this is done, Detoyato exprassed confidence that the ideclogy espoused by Communist Party of
the Philippines founder Jose Maria "Joma" Sison and his "blind folfowers" will be defeated once and for

all. (PNA)

http:/fwww.pna.gov.ph/
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