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Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) is readmg
uterte’s order to release 150 days worth of water from
have been misinformed on the water crisis.
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matlon sent to the President.
. “Twill comply with the wish
of the President notbased.on the
‘tetims that he used, but I can.see
- ‘whathe wants. He doesn’t want
~ people to livie up.in the streets
‘waiting for watet,” Velasco said.
prablem,” Velasco sald in Velasco added that he hoped
Filipino, . ~ to come up with an action plan
e hag' mformed by tomortow. ..
etary Salvador — “We will comply with the

isimportanit is tosolve

MR R e < e

ut the m15111for mmchmg 01'dcr=i of (I’lemdent '

Duterte) to solve the water
shortage in 150 days and the
MWSS together with its con-
cessionaires -~ Manila Water,

"Maynilad and Bulacan Bulk

Water — will do'its best to meet
his expectations,” the MWSS
said in.a statement, :

In line with the President’s

~order; the MWSS said it has
added. two centimeters (cm) to |

Turnio Page 4
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: _'_Jthg:a-:.ﬁngatsto'-‘Lﬁ:‘M’_ "
- sys‘l:gms,-,Whi'ChiC_’aﬂ*onl aeco,
- modate4,000 million ifers da

* (MLD), withthe approvalof the
Natuzral Water Resources Board

(NWRB), ...

-+ “The present problem could . reac
. “have been averted had Manila )
Water’s- 100 MLD Cardona.
- Treatment Plantbeen operation-.. wells
- al:since October, the: MWSS- . B

said. - .

- Inthe previous moniths, Ma-_ hourwaterinterruptior
- motlastthroughout the

nila Water had been soucing

Its deficit water from La Mesa -
- Dambut dueto thelack of xaing - of ther
caused by Tl Nifio, LaMesawas - icherh

-d_eplet'ed;. Ly

.. "The MWSShoard of frustees
said it held a special meeting’
- 'last Thursday, where short-

» term and long-term measures

to solve the water shortage in’

. the East Zone were discussed..
Among the possible. solu-

“tions discussed were: the ac:-
- tivation of 101 deep wells;
‘which can sapply 101 MLD16 -

- -consumers; and tlie sharing of
- Maynilad of 50 MLD through -

B cross-border'sharing, mcluding

sed datly from ™ ¢

as it is startil

 “Levels of variousteservoirs
- have started to increase and
- water supply, thoughstill at’

low. pressuite in some areas,

s slowly being distributed to
_severely affected barangays,”
“ftie company saidin astatement -

Friday.

is expected‘to impiave in the
~-eoming days. a3 the reservoirs
-are refilled: to enable water to
teach highly-elevated areas. - - -

.

“o DR
-+ Ny ‘Antiperda said the DENR
>~ 'has: coordinated with the
20- . NWRB, Maynilad and Manila

Id - Water with regard to its water
* “ireatment plant in Cardona, -
s Rizal

- Mham ‘experiencing water
g 5 DR

anila. Water said prossure -

" “These operational adjust:

ments

atemporary meastire
PO

-to help- areas: in Metio*

ortage, » oo
- Antiporda said Manila Water

* will provide a total additiofal

water supply of 180 MLD by |

April

- “Within. next week or two,
service will improve,”

~Antiporda said in English |
afid Filipino; noting that- (Ma-
nila Water’s) Cardona ‘water
treatment facility is expected.

to yield 22 MLD by the-end of

March before reaching acapac-
ity yield of 50 MLD by April.
He said the three agencies



met at the MWSS ofﬁce in Que- R
' zonCity Thursday: whereMay-  da
“nilad committed to-aHocate 20 tha
| MLD to Mariila Water by the 'me
nd-iricre sing it of

~“end of March
- to 50 MLD by pril.

. ‘On the patt of th
Ant:porda sai

- mactlvahon of deep wells.

“Fhie MWSS will be 1espon51-r T
- bleforoperating: thedeep wel]b, i

Antipordaadded. -

He said the NWRB also: :
expects another 50 MLD to be

“sourced from the deep well

“after April, genelatin a tota._ ;

of SOMLD. .

criticaﬂ Ievel_ -
Mean vhiile, the: ]

: ! ippine - gow
Atmospheric, Geophysxc and M
"Astronomical Services Admin-
‘istration (PAGASA) yesterday .
*said: the water level in La Mesa :

remained’ critical,

—As'of 6.am. yesterday, e -
- water level in the dam was at .
_68.70 meters, below the crmca] :

: leveI of 69:meters,

PAGASA noted that. theye
. wag-a tediction of 0:02 metets -
fromthe 68.72° meteis recmded_ -

- Fr:day mornmg

the" agency_'-
 projects an additional allocation: - Natic
of 30: MLD by:April with the'; Redu

~hospitals-with g ndby leep.
wellswill bethe priotity“said
' NDRRMC execuhve ofﬁcer and. . :

, 1}. ' " bilities to-test

‘augment.

Center;.all in Quezon City, -
The prevailing El Nifio:spell

has affected 23 areas in Region

a0

steps..

- 4—B asi;ﬁel‘l' as .Régioﬁs 9 éﬁd i() |
'--_.WIth damages to. agrlquitme
- including high _&_al_ :

hospi _
mstructlon 1o test thei’ vrater

" supply coning from several -
y, +sources to prevent outbreaks ‘7
- of diseases like dzar,rhea and

: gast‘roenterms

“Qurhospitals have: capa- :
ter so they are-
doing it now. Even if the: water
s coming: from a corporation,

)4
t.of - whichis su posed to treat and
: ive: testthern. . 5)
it e p f . conf:ammatmn, Duque t@ld*
' been affected by - '
‘the: water-crisis,
“The five: hosp1tals mcludeij
‘Rizal Medital Center in Past 5
- City, National Center forMental
‘Health in Mandaluyong City,.
“National: Kidney Institate and:
TransplantInstitute, Philippine -
-Children’s Medical Centet and:

“the Quirino Memorial Meédical -
L falling GIL7 he saidi = With

“Rhodina Villanieva, Jaime -
Taude, Sheﬂa Cnsostomo

K may cavise. |

Teporters.: _
Dugque also ulged persons
who are affected by the water

shortage to make sure that their
- drinking wateris safe. .

“Itis important to enstrethe

. cL iality of your drinking water
t

totigh, simple, mexpenswe
.to tieat and safely store .

water in.your homes to avoid
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By BEwisia wamgsubing

s vlelvin Gascon
~@Team_Inquirer, . .~
Norinita Lopez hasbeen mourn-
ing the killing of her son for al- -
most two years nowand hopes it -
won't take forever o get justice
for his death in the govern-
ment's brutal waron drugs. -

Djastin Lopes, the second.of
- her eight children, was one of
the thousands gunned down by
the police in’ what authorities
now -routinely call justified
killing in a case -of “nanlaban”
{fought back) during a so-called
drig buy-hust operation;

The weakly 23-year-old
epileptic, who made a living by
delivering scrap metal and wood
io a junkyard, was killed by po-
licemen on May 18, 2017, on the

~ railway tracks of the. poverty- .
stricken Hermosa neighborhood

inTondo; Manila.

STORY BY KRIXIiA SUBINGSUBING AND”M'ELVIN GASCON

' ‘Slanghtered like animals’
Witen her murder and plant-
ing of - evidence comp!amt

against the officers involved con-
“tinved to languish in the Office

of the OmiJudsman Lopezjoined, -
the relatives of seven other drag

war victims in f_1lmg agaseaccus-
ing President Duterte of crimes’
against humanity in the Interna-
tional:Crirninal Cotut ICC),
“When'1 sought out help af-
ter Djastin's death, I reahzedwe

were ‘80 many, "she. qald “Ba -

many. of us: had- Toved ones
slzmghteled like animals: So
many-of ug are stilk gnevmg

Now, she and the others' may :
have more reason to grieve af- -
_ter the Philippines’ membership

state forces to cont:nue vm]atmg
human rights in the belief that

there was one less mtemat:ona[
body that could-hold them to ac-

. count for their actions..

S *The Tost scary. offshé‘ot of
the Philippines': w1thdrawat

i from thelCCwilkbe the Worsen-

ing - of extrajudiciil Killings,

‘tokhang’ and harassment of the .,
admmlstratlon s critics, as weH' H

in the ICCis bound to be termi- 1

nated on Stinday-—March 17
~one year after the Duterte ad-

~ minjstration.withdrew: from the

Rome- Statute that créated the -

International cour T
Human righes lawyer Neu

climate of impunity could WOrs-
en as Manila’s withdrawal from
the 1CC may further embolden

' Colmenares.on Saturday said'the




" as the or'dlriary citizens)” the
- Bayan Muna chair. and:senatori-

al canchdate said. -
_ Nicholas- Bequehn regmnal

'dn ecl:or for East and: Seutheast
- Asia and the Pacific of Amnesty
' Internatwnal ‘however, - ‘said:

such w1thdrawal should. not

" stop the ICE fromrholding liable
those responsxble for  the.
killingslnthe:fgirug__wal S

" International suppoit .

"Flhpmos bravely. challeng—
mg the ‘war on drugs’ of seekmg
justice for their loved ories need

~international .support to help
them 'end this dlimate of fear '
. violence. and Jmpumty, !
quelinsaidina statement.-

Mr. Duterte putled:1 the-coun-
try out of. the ICC after its prose-

cutor announcec! Iast year the

~ —start-of @] preliminary examira=—
_tion™ of the -charge of crimes

against humanity filed against
- the President, including the first

one ‘submitted by lawyer Jude

Sabio; whose case covers alleged.

extra;udxcnal klllmgs smce 2016, .
Lopez, the grieving mother,

held Mr. Duterte personatly re- -

spnnsnble for the deaths of - her

" sonandithe others

“All-of these deaths ate. his °
fault,” she said. “The police may
have pulled the trigger, but he was
the one who Killed the men of this
country of which he'is the father.”

Lopez joined dozens of wid-
.ows and orphans of victims of
extrajudicial killings ar Christ
the King Seminary on Friday to
call anew for Justzee f01 the

- gal’ t ights groups Jike. the National -
-_f-Umon -of Peopfes Lawyers

.hlS c11mes " _
Most of the famlhes are: un-
der " the ausplces “of actnrlst-'

_ _pnests llke Fr Robert Reyes and

) and the’ Free Legal A“

: Assxstance Group (Flag)

Mr Duitei te-in: behaif uf Lopez 3
' gwup '
. The cemplamt mcluded de-:
" tals of how: her son‘was killed an
*‘May 18, 2017, when officers caught
up:withhim on the rail tracksand

shot him five times at close range’
despite himi raising his hands in

surrender and begging for mercy.

' ﬁNUPL 1Ty —

".Mémﬂm A’m the second 1GC

complamt against

"'I'hey told ‘me hé was ‘still

.ahve when I came running to
wthe. crime ‘scene, He ‘moved to
“the sonund of me screaming his
_name, a
: here " shesaid;..

'e‘say', 'Ma Im st1113

Seven months.- since rhey

_flled the' complalnt Lopez s

mains optimistic ‘that. justice -
“wili: prewul *T'm. w1llmg to wait.

While. Buterte is hele the

deaths won ’t stop v

Accordmg to’ NUPL Tay
Kristing Eonti, Amcle 127 s;vtyifé
Rome; Statute states that crimji-
nal; mvestlganons that began
hefore a countrys withdrawal
t_ook effectcould stift conunue

“The dll'ference of cowses -
‘that it woulg he hardér becayge

there’s no more mcenuve forthe

Plu!l;fpmes 10_cooperate " Conti
said. “Bit the ICC could stily findd
{Me Dulerle] gullty of the char, ges



I¢ssiill within their jﬁhSdlCLibﬁ
“Bequelin gaid- the- ICC’ had

“ways and means” to inyesti-
“even- if the Phl]lpplﬂES':_

gate, |
will not ¢cooperate withit.”

- He urged the United' Natlons
‘Human - Rights ‘Council

‘launich “an: mdependent, mter- :

npational investigation: into the.
“human rights situation in the:
‘Philippines, including the thou-
sands of extrajudimal kl]lmgs

ﬂs1qn on: Hum i Rights

should _ reconsider its

spokespéréo fo

o ‘todts.international tréaty “obliga-
" tions and-a “step’ ‘hack from-the
- gams" ithadachievedin. pmmat-- !

mgjusnce anid human-ights. .
“'She  said’ the: government

- el
-,wh_ i they no 10nger Have: the
*recourse - in’ times ‘when. locall_

lth"; o

:'_-:drawal frem the Rome Statute :

astrongersign ofitsdedica-
1 to:thee rule-of law. and‘hu—' =

ople who'{are]. bound o 1cxse B

justu:e systems fail in protect-

“ing them. It is then that impuni-

‘ty . wins: as. a congequence: of
'thdrawal ¥ De- Guaa sald lNQ_
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- the issue in'thee-face of ‘Chinese - 'suc
_'mcreased:actwnty We both agleed,_ like

ute to the Depaltment of '
gn-Affaits; - '
al Lorenzana and Lxch‘s meetmg_- ;
- ‘was held-amid reports that ‘Chi~
- nese ships have been prohlbltmg'
- -Hilipino fishitig vessels from going -
near sandbais.of Pag-asa (Thltu)
1 tsland i in the Seuth China Sea.
South Chma Sea rowllght}y, with . The government-and the Phil-’
~ President Rodrigo Duterte and: -ippine military had denied the -
[ his spokesman downplaying the ” reports, saymgtheyhave even been
- activities of Beijing there b . €ncouraging fisher men to go near-
- 'that ‘Mahnilacannot afford fo ght. 'athe sandbars ;”g 3 :

Q'Conduct (CeC)T ‘the So
(West Philippine Sea); acc‘ rdi
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana SHE
* Lorenzana went to Hanoi on’ Phlllppmes and Vlelnam But also

- ——Monday-for-bilateral.talks with. _China; Malaysia, Talwan andBru

" Vietnam’s Defense Mlmster Ngo -nei Darussalam.
Xuan Lich, : Hanoi has been l<n0wn for

- He disclosed on Pltday that he .
and Lich discussed how Manila -al
. and Hanoi could_ vigate @ ]ong a
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By Christine ©, Avendano th
B t

@1oavendan01NQ

: servat:ons i the report
o 'Wes urge: thelpubl_l ;
the répoit in its entirety

Malacandng on; Saturclay lauded :
the “objectivity and’ balanceof
the global human rlghts report :
of .the US: Departmem of ‘State
- for 2018, even as it downplayecl _
continued: ‘reports of extrajudl-_-"_ .
cial klllmgs {EJKs), rights abuses 8 .' i

and threafs ‘against media..

“Thelevel of objectw:ty and'-_‘ ]
balance of the A4-page US. state .
department ] [report} leﬂects

.pres:dentzal- spokesperson' '_Sal-'
* vador Panelo sald_ g

E'Elu'certe g detractors would cer-

tamly dwell on the negitive ob-

. -they may not be deceived by in-
. _tended negative and false corn--
s mentarles," Panelo sald

i

: Never sponsored
- “While the report also cites

. the usual criticisms agamst the
-+ administration, *-we reiterate
‘ uthat the [Duterte admmistratiom

has] hever sponsoredany form -
of violation of human rights nor

will [it] tolerate them;” he said.

Panelo said the report as--
_sessed developments in, - the
government'’s antidrug  cam-.
'paign and ‘Opined-that it-wag

“respectiul of the government s
deeper challengés,” '
He noted that the report cit-

' -ed ‘the conviction of thiree po-
licemen tagged in. the killing of
Kian -delos Santos " and that

1,274,148 individuals-had surren-
dered for drug’ rehabilitation,
‘The report acknowle dges

the:gaver nment’s effm ts to pro-

mote speedy disposition of. in- -

mate cases, including the use of
plea bdrgammg," he said.”
The US state departrient re-

- port was “also sympathietic to

the government’s challenges in:
the peace process” and recog.

nized “the rights violations by

Muslim separatists,’ communist
insurgents and terrorist groups,
including the use of .child s0l-
diers by communist msu:gents
Panelo added.

The peaceful baidngay elec-
tions last year was also men-
tioned i inthereport,

“If only for these positive
observations, and there are
more, we find the 2018 reporthy

_the US state depatrtment rele-

vant,” Panela said,
“We nate that there may. be
isolated accounts of abuse on

- the part of jour] law enforcers,

We continue to address them
and hold the transgressors ac-

- fountable,” Panelo said, |



By Christine O. Avendaiio,

LeilaB. Salaverria ~. ' ..

and Delfin T. Mallari g
. @Team Inquirer ;

; Malacanang on Saturday dls—-
] missed as. -

may . have, .committed an im-
_.peachableoffense by releasinga
so-called narcolist of 46 politi-
cians with only 58 days to the

May13 elections, o
“It has no. legal and, factual

* basis. In: other words; it's pure
nonsense,” presidential spokes-
.Salyador.Panelo said.

Charged

Cat Akbayan Rep. Temasito. Vil-

- larin for delving into “an issue

“pure. n_onsense )
claims . that -President. Duterte

.person and chief legal counsel-.

. Panelo scoffed particuially- o

of unfamdzar terram to a non-'
'lawyerllke him! .

For.the. "legal educatlon of -

-Vlllarm and-gther critics, Panelo o
. stressed. that politicians it the

“ charged atthe Ombdusman
" ."The. releage: of. their’ names;

is nothing maore than'a release

.of -the-names of .criminal sus-
pects. Such act _'_canno_trbﬁ con--

sidered . a. legal transgression,

- and even [less) so; an impeach-- .

able offense, 4 Panelo said
Due process

process would. prowde ‘the:nat-
copoliticians the opportumty ta

- cleartheir names..

Sen.. Aguilino: leentel III
agreed and. said. politicians on
the list sheuld really clear their

-5

'Besades Panelo- said," due.

hames. because the public has
‘long : been talking about their
-suspected drug connectwns '

- ncluded: 10 mem—‘
rtide; Demokratiko::

- narcolist. . had  already been_' '.'Plhpmé I:akas g Bayan: (PDP-

' Laban), the, %party under which ..

- Mr. Duterte ‘was ‘elected Presi-

~.dent, and elght of them are yun-
‘ning in the May elections, said

Pimientel, who'is also. PDP La-
ban pres:dent :

Inr:omplete

But for Communist Party of -
-th_e Philippities . founder Jose -

Maria Sison,-the ‘list. released
by Mr.. Duterte was - inhcom-
plete,. .. -

: _SISOH
Utrecht; said . the list: ‘did not
name’ big-time. diug lords like
Peter- Lim, a eosponsor of Mr.

in. an e mall from-

Duterte at awedding.

‘Sison; said the communist
movement would punish. gov-
ernmeént- offxc:als politicians
and individuals proven tobe in-
volved m drug trafflckmg ‘

Harder to catch
"It is @ policy of the people’ s
democratic. government and
New Peoples Army (NPA) to -
capture, try and . punish drug:

lords and their coborts,” Sison

sa1d .

But:he said “drug lords are
harder todatch-and are heavily
protected so-the NPA rarely
has: ‘the chance to capture-

‘them.”

© “The gualds of drug Imds
are not:just prwate armies but

“also p_tg;emen,", Slson -added.

INQ
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el

; "Wlnle “the: pohucal npposmonQ :
; and: detractors of {he. President, in-
cludmg sonne of those'i iny, thie ‘main- -

‘pusmve aspects "of--the repm
'i-a_rsaldSawldaymornmg R
- "We urge the publicito read: the -
: repovtin its:entiety at they:may -
.ot be:deceived by intended nega-
- tive. and false commentames." he
Cadded, - '

-~ Thie aid 1eport stated that "ex~ o
* irajudicial killings. have, been the

. chief himan rights ‘concetn in the

- country for many years and, after’a
- shatp rise with the onset of the anti-

drug campaign in-2016, they dontin-

' operatibns:'haVe.
ea onducted caising the deaths 3

L waron drugs fing piintand a:red re-
o peated[yreachmg the outgide world, -
- somie [partslofwhich recklessly and
:responmbly believe. them ‘withsut:

- the henefil:of valldition;” he'said,

"We tiote-that there:may: be:iso-

" lated accountsof abuse:on the part
- _.of its’law enforcers, We eontinue-to” -
address-them: and:hold the trans-
: gressom accountable, he added '

‘es, e g deaths af many Iaw enforee-

Respectful assessment
Desplte the cemment on DJKs

ment ofﬂcers; Uting;: operations=

even’ as -accountability of those
*from the same ranks i5-guar, anbeed.
through mvestigatwns of ‘'any ac- '




-lions taken uutsnde the rule ‘of: law"':l‘r. R
lte.sald';;; o :

: g of three polico ofﬂma[sr
_ involved: it the kﬂling of- Kxan de
---:Ios Saan, aud that-i

*dlearance’while the unpmeedented:.: ,
" ‘war against zllagal drugs and-crimi- .-
. nalify has -resulf;ed m mm'e detam-- '
_"'ees '

The report aclmnwledged the :
. government’s efforts : to; promote
- Speedy dlSpOS!f.iOﬂ of irmiate: cases, -
mcludmg f:he use of plea bargam- '
: mg.-
L The US Stata Department e
port 18 also Sympathetie to the g0y
g rnment’s chaugnges m the peace-
;process. - o
i "Itspecnﬁ'caﬂyated that'Musﬁm :
_-separahsts comininist insurgents,
" andferrorist groups continue to at.
_ ?tackgovemmentsecum;yfoncesand 3
 clvilians,  cairsiing digplacement of. _
. clvilians and. resulting in the deaths
_ .ofsectmtyfm (e members and CMI- i
~ians,” Panélo said. :
It “alsg mentloned how insur-.
gentscausedthe deathof 14 civilians
whom they used as human. shields -

Ah Sayyaf Group, Maute Group,

 andiyouth officials fn May last year;

T gcometed-bythemmtary
aport WiS'onknt

dnappings for ratisoin boribings”
‘civilian targets, beheadmgs, and :
se.0f child: soldfe_ I '

Phlhppme amied forces) teseue. of.

: ;;15 of:these child sold:em from- the N

 Ansar:alKhilafah; ‘the "BIFF: and' -

 other xlrenust ‘gtoups; are identi.
__ﬁeda

He: pe petrators behind: the o
. IanS:0n niere Suspicion
- oF bemg mlhtary and pohce mform :

Paneln also halled the nepm*t’ :
touching on the: mﬁestones it ad-
. dvessmg concern of - wﬁnerable j
_groups )fg E
~-"The; report talks" abaut the gov-
emment’s ugeofits 16 rehabilitation
- centers around the country toassist
- around: 1,650 children'in conflict with -
“the’ law, 8 well a5 its" mobilization
of youtir centers managed by local
: governments to prowde probechon,'
" care, Aaining and rehabi[itatmn for
' these-children, e said: .
ey iSnnﬂarly the repoit- ¢ s ther
- free; fairandwell: oxgamzed conduet
“local.elections: for ‘bavangay

nly for. these positive ohser
md there ate mores, wefind

the.2018, veport:hy:tho US State _De~
: partment refevant "he'said, -



The I}ul'opean Umen (EU) has '
cemnutted 1o’ gtavt investigation
-iuto funds allegedly béing funneled’
" to-the terrorist gy oup Comminiist
- Partyof the: ‘Philippines. New
'People’s A,tmy (CPP NPA) and i

.....

: govemmenf; to Daek: the chalge‘;" '
on communist: fmaneing
~*Fhe’ EU- stands. Lea,dy to -

receive precise information

"that would enable it to further
evaluate and verify - the
] allegatmns,” the BU .delegation

- in Manila said in'a statement,

Last month, & Ph:hppme
delegation engaged several

officials from the BU and Belgian

“government to request them to stop

- the flow of Tundste nongovernment

mgmuatlons (NGO) that grant
finaricial assistance _te ‘CPP-NPA

front-organizations, "~ .- -
Government data showed
Cfront mgamzatlons receive funds

from the Belgian- gover tment
and some Emopean countues'
for' siipposed pro-poor programs
which the government claims to
be mere covers for the. ﬁnancmg
of rebel uperatlon'::.

Turn to page 2 -

. :15 mﬂhen eures P885 ,600; {}00)
grant-to some’ NGO er:the 207
" 02021 pmgram. ‘Thig yeary.some:
~L8 mllIion euros- (P'TG 752 000) is.

. Forexgn Affa,irs Seeretary-;
: :Teodore Loesin. Jt, .on 14 March
-also informed thie United Nations
“(UN) of EU-based: NGO funding of .
communist fronit; organizatiens in -
“thie: Phtlippmes.. : :

. Should the allegatmns be
‘established; the EU will

'actlon. '

immediately take full legal

The EU delegatlon underscored

"that the blo¢ -continues to
.~consxde1 both the 'OPP and-the
NPA as terrorists; which. nieans .
*ro-.assety can be.held-in BU by
. these organizations,” '

While the allegations: have yet

tobe velifled Jt-yowed to-respond

_1mmed1ately once the illegalities

" have been. proven,. . . ‘

~*Should the allegatmns

be -established, the EU will

immediately take full: legal

action,” it said,
" As early as January, the EU

-has conducted an audit of funds

that have allegedly reached

- the communist groups. after a

request sent by the government;

P
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. Followingits -audit, the EU

: conﬂrmed it received a Philippine
"_‘::'delegatlon-m February “to:betier
" understand:the’ precise ccntent
~on:the allegations:” =

Undersecretary eel Egco,

' executlve director: -of the-
. Presidential Task Foree onMedia -
Security, who' was part :of the
-.Ph:llppme delegation'to Eirope,

said BU was “receptive” when it

received the information arid has.
_ijvowed to. leol; into: the matter ;
“seriously” . -

" AThey premlsed to-look into it
hecause it s unacceptable ‘that

" theirfunds are. going'ta the front
_-orgamzations of the' CPP-NPA "
‘which they declared.as a terrorist
; mgamzatwn " he had sald inan
. eather Intérview,. :
"Both:the CPP’ and its armed:
wing, NP4, have been on the EU's .
1ist " of. terrorist- ergamzatmns

since 2006,

The: CPP and its armed
wing, NPA; have

“the EU’s list of terrorist
: organizatmns lince 2006

AFP deputy chief of staff for
elvil military 4operatwns, ‘Brig,
Gen, Antonio Parlade, said .the

~ government ‘would soon. filé &

formal eemplamt before: the
‘BY once ‘it has- gathered more
“evidence:

~“Parlade, in partlcular ¢alled
human rights group Karapatan a

red front clting ev;dence it has.

amassed

. Strong proof
“We:have 2 Tot and Karapatan
is worried abont all these truth
coming out. now. AFP, not a
credibie mstltutlon‘? Then
refute the very hlgh trust rating



of AFP in all survey
. CPP's (Commuiist
Phllippines),” Parlad
- “Karapatanh
ort of Ties and
24 years of exis
-said T'don’t. hay
‘show they arve
* organizations,” P

selec(:weness when
helpmg people. ai

" (indigenous peoples) m'Mmdanao,
until now? Wliere:is. Karapatan

when non- partlcipatmg civilians:
were: kxlled by NPA?" Parlade _

said..:

Parlade also asked wher .

Karapaten was when ACT and

Bayan Muna repottedly trafficked .

chxldren in Davao last year

Fabrwated claims

“Karapatan ‘is- afraid of
becoming. ivrelevant ‘because
the AFP has not: committed
any rights violation for the past
five years or more, Bven in the
Past, many of the violations and
. cfvilian . -killings ‘attributed io
. AFP were'in fact committed by
the NPA, disguised -as -soldiers
“in umfo:m, -ag admiited openiy

by former rebel Father Balweg *

he. said

It is unaccaptable that

-Ats funds are going to the -
front ‘Organizations of =
the CPP-NPA which: they
declared as a terrorist
organizaton,

,‘pai-ﬁl‘; any admmlstlatlon' s’
- ‘oppressive -and tyrant, even by
fabricating' lles like the 27,000 :

BIK (extrajudicial klllmgs) from
PRED's (President Rodmgo R.

with:.g- professmnal AFP now,
the BU Courts would: soon send

000 killed af
N

: "pataﬁ’ 'b[i.nking)' becatise
there is no more dangel ‘of state
' persecutlon," lie said,

_He ‘added: that Joma éan no
longer invoke “non-r efoulement”

in:the courts and this s what'

Palabay and. Karapatan foar..
‘Nonreforlément is 2 prineiple
of cust' fiar 'ntematmnal law

hJS"State of origm

- or another- State wheze there is a

risk that his 1ifé -or freedom would
be thieateried for dlqcrlmmatmy
reasons. This lawis often regarded as
one of the most, important principles
of refuges and immigration law.

: revolutionary wabgites, oma’s. !
-verbal.pr onouncements a,nd CPP
—;;publlcatlons. e o

._Duterte) drug war, because |

“Joma back to the Philippines to
‘spend the ‘rest of his life in jail
for: ‘his ‘crimes -against humanity.

': y :80’




da Marohombs
D, the self-pre
Jeader of the Maute Toup,

'f-._cammander of the 108rd -
* Infantry: ‘Brigacle;-said vnsual

- conducted on the body .
- of'the supposed. terrorist.
-~ leader'showed some

: chscrepanmes, parucularly

o samples were taken: for

Cdna ciash withi soldiersi m s
. Lanao.del Sur on B ay. -

‘Col.. Romeo Braw,

and actual examinations

in his physical features.
Soldiers recovered the-

remains-oftwo of the four
+ slain:tetrorists, one-ef wh1ch
-~ is that of Abu Day, accordmg
; to military informants:

Brawnet. said DNA ~

confn manon

engagement but raur 'froops

wait to for the
‘Brawnier said.
‘mlhtary'sazd four - -
“sali ers i o

afe -continously pursumg

] “them,” Brawner said. /

“We will. «continue to
hunt them ] tothelast man -
‘evenif it meang We. ‘wﬂl be

rspendmgmnst of ourtime
-+ and our’ birthdays i the:-
.-mountams,” ‘he added, -
B PR ]aime Laude ;




__@__ March 2019

j_plne Al ave | :

Marohombsas alias, Abu Dar was one-of

~thosé killed by soldiers:in ’I‘ubalan fowir .. ...
in Lanao-del Sur provinee on Thtmday o

=
g
o

=
g
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”Accmdmg toeur thlee informants,’

.one: ofthe sldin-terrotists was Abu Dar.

- 5&%?&3{;@ A2
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" 'hie added.

. theirhomes,

B m TERRORIST FROM A1

'DNA test t

e .

a group: of armed: fi
‘Dawlah !slamlya

4 We already lequested the hlgher '
_+ headquarters for the DNA test *
“to confwm hls_neutlahzanon',

“. - Abu Dar aformercommand :
. of the Abu Sayyaf Group, had sla ;
- been tagged asbehind manyter- ~ “Du

. vor; attacks agamst civilian and -~ was:
~ military targets-in the: ‘Muslim- ~and:

autonomous region, - -
' ButIittle information is avai

' able on the jitiadist leader, whose
group Taid siege to Maraw1 Cxty'." :

“in2017 that left hundreds of -

~ people dead and- '_nded and
foiced. fellow Muslims to flee - als

Istamic. I'reedom ‘Fighters ‘and
.among them was 4 Smgapor~'
" ¢an terrorist, Muharmmad Ali Bin !
Abd Al Rahman or: MuaWIya, 1

" 14.Col, Edgar Allan Vlltanueva,' “ba _
commander ‘of the-49th Infamry by thelr nom. de guerre as Abu sfirthe Area; _
Battalion; said _Abu Dar was with- Tahlr and Abu llhad ' --__.-from all peace lovmg people of the :

.- -

ground: operauon were: contmumg

_'not only in"Shariff Saydona, but

" also.in the:towns of Datu Salibo,

Wy R Mamasapano and Shanff Aguak
It said- as many as: -0 mllntants= - ‘wherethe group.of pro-IS militant. .

-undér Abu Turaife were slain dnithe - commander Salahudm Hassan

. assaults i in Shatiff Saydona town:  was:scattered.

The reports were based on in- " Ttwas unclear whether the Umt— '

notor:ous jlhadtst belengmg to.

telligende information, bitt Ariny’
. ¢ommanders claimed to: hayeseen-

or recovered. body patts of those
- killed in an-area targeted by m1]1—
B sombatdiments. .

~ Ovet 100 militants were 'bemg’-h '
' pursued by secutity forces in the

province, a stronghold of the rebel i3
- supplying intelligence to Filipirio
.troops duringthe Marawi siege.

_ group MoroIstamic Liberation
- Front that signied an interim peace
. deal with:Manila in 2014

“The’ clashes also killed one -

soIdiei and wounded at least
seven more; -

The military’s Jomt Task. FGI'CB_
Ceiitral said air, artillery and

Mindanao.

* ed States or its: Special Foices units

'depioyed i southern” Mindanao

" provided combat or techriical sup-
_port to: Flhpmo troops in batti mg-
sthe'militants, :

8 forces are still hefpmg train

“loeal mlhtary forces in fighting

terrorismand werg mstrumental n

- The terrotist groups. have been

fighting for. the establishment of

a caliphate in: the, restive' South
that is now called the Bangsamoro
Autonomous. Region: in Muslim
AL JACINTO
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The Manila Times

ATV sokesman ‘the’ Lxlgua,san* Maish was aimed:at
for the GID said on _aturday -
bu: -

that three nigre: ollowers 0

- "Toraife; leader of the most radical

BIFF faction, were killed: in the :
ensumg gunﬁghts S

. Army snipers killed Uyao’.
Badruddin, Igasan Kamid and

Gulam Madsid, in' an ‘encounter

inBarangay Inaladan in Shariff- -
Saidona. Mustapha town in:the- Tt
~ second district of Magumdanao

- ‘Encinas said units of the 61D
have been runnmg after BIFF forces

-in’Shariff Saidona. Mustapha and
‘neatby towns since’ Maich. 9; after
bandits kllled four off dutysaldlers _

inva-series of attac s‘m;Magumdan

“a0and in ‘Cotabato City early on.

‘Local ofﬁaals confirmed the

‘death ‘of IGBIFF mem_bgrs in'a

5 thelr cbritmumg
dits in towns along

neutrahzmg Aby Toralfe s group

"-reaI name 18‘ Abduimahk Esmael

was blamed for the deadly bormb-
ings in Central Mmdanao in the

,;past three: Years. -

bocal officials: and Islamlc rell-

- glous Ieaders said there were atleast

giets tagging along with
‘Saab Sha'atbatri,who has

: Middle FEastern features:’ Zaruum
.Sumahart:, ani: Indonesian; and 4.

Malaystan natiied Oimiar Keriziti,

i Information has'spread around-
‘snice Monday putporting that afifth
forelgner Muahwia, 2 Malaysian,

~ waskilled inmilitary airstrikes that
'-destroyed his hlde%ut in Shanff

Saldona Mustapha
o JUI.MI.INIHI JANNARAI.
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"% OTABATO CITY Oﬁx} e-same dayth'
" an Australian’ gunman shot.d

ﬂiéir Friday congregatlonal piaye

-1mosque in Christchurch in New. 2

_ 'by an umdentlﬁed suspect.

Carmen mumc1pal pollce 1den
tlﬁ_edkth_e fatality as Sheik Wasif, -
| ‘whose Maguindanaon sp‘o’use, :

the attack. -

49 Muslims just after perform ng "

- Tayaan Ambag, was wounded mf -

Was1f a Mushm mnss:onary.

aland, a
“Syrian cleric preaching in a predomlnantly'_,,f
Muslim b"’faﬂg&?’ (village) in Carmen town

. pia en'lﬂnda “ando, ened ﬁle, :
in North Cotabato was also. gunned down;_; b v anc op

' ktllmg‘hlm instantly.

.- Wasifs wife Tayaan was: brought :
_ to; a hospnal by. respandmg police

‘ofﬁcersand angay offi
" The’ nexghbormg vnIIages of

_‘-'Nasaplan and Manarapan m;' _

14

' hau ed'}siamlc theol;. :

: 'f-m a pleblsmte last Pebruary G

Page: AE'

_:"Carmen became part of the
-,_Bangsammo.:‘Autenomous Re-

e'te1r1101y '

- The:newly established: BARMM :

Eils a prodictof 22 yeats of peace
o . talks between the government and
* theMoro Islamic T iberation Front;

- Gonzalez said their Tegional

director, Chief Supt; Bliseo Rasco,
" of PRO-12 had-ordered the Noith
Cotabato. provincial - police to -
- dispatch: mtelhgence agents. 1o

Catmen-to help the Tocal jolice

mvest:gate the 1nc1dem 57
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. Nakilala ang dalawang nasugatarey
_sina C(')rporafsgi‘uss_:\fa_le'nzu'eléat ivate

JudeTouiss Nabalan. - T
' 5a reportng militar, nagsiimiila

ang Nanintwalazinan militari

Barangay Bakkan, Banguingui Iaban:ga
gm'pdr_niASG'sitbé[ea_derSa_[i}_{l\?i_ui‘a,n'itgng_. -
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Militiamen survive grenade attack in NoCot

By Edwin Fernandez March 16, 2019, 5:27 pm

Google map of Pikit, North Cotabato

KIDAPAWAN CITY -- Two paramilitary troopers stationed in the conflict-ridden village of
Pikit, North Cotabato survived a grenade attack on Friday night, police said.

“They were lucky the grenade did not explode,” Police Capt. Mautin Pangandigan, Pikit
town police chief said, referring to the grenade attack against the militamen whom he

declined to identify for security reasons.

Pangandigan, in a phone interview, said an unidentified man on board a motorbike sped by
the detachment of the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) in Barangay
Inug-og, Pikit at 6:45 p.m.

The man then tossed the grenade inside the detachment where the two paramilitary
troopers were on duty.

“They (militiamen) thought they were stoned but upon verification, they discovered a live
grenade right inside the detachment,” Pangandigan said.

Army bomb disposal experts safely defused the grenade barely haif an hour later.

No one has claimed responsibility over the grenade-throwing incident but the militiamen
suspected the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) could be behind it.

The BIFF, in several occurrences, has harassed CAFGU detachments in the area over the
past few months. (PNA)
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http://’www.pnia.gov.ph/

much evidence vs. Karapatan as CPP-front org’n: AFP official

By Priam Nepomuceno March 16, 2019, 2:46 oM

AFP ty fo—Staff for Civil-Mi ” Op ons, Brig. Gen. Antonio Parlade Jr. (PNA
file photo)

MANILA — A ranking official of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has called Karapatan's
claims as lies when it alleged that the military does not have any evidence to show that the group is
a front organization of the communist movement.

"We have a lot and Karapatan is worried about all these truth coming out now. AFP, not a credible
institution? Then refute the very high trust rating of AFP in ail surveys except CPP's (Communist
Party of the Philippines),” AFP Deputy Chief-of-Staff for Civil-Military Operations, Brig. Gen. Antonio
Pariade Jr., said in a press statement on Saturday.

Parlade was reacting to the allegations of Karapatan secretary general, Cristina Palabay, who said
that he has consistently been “"red-tagging” them and other militant groups despite alleged lack of

evidence.
Selective protection

Parlade belittled Karapatan's claims that it is a protector of human rights (HR) in the country.
"Where were you when the NPAs (New People's Army) have been Killing the IPs (indigenous
peoples} in Mindanao, until now? Where is Karapatan when non-participating civilians were killed
by NPAs? Karapatan is a kind of organization that is very selective in dealing with human rights
(HR). Selective in a sense that it only uses human rights to defend its NFPA allies," he said.

Parlade also asked where Karapatan was when ACT and Bayan Muna reportedly trafficked children
in Davao last year.

Fabrication

"Karapatan is afraid of becoming irrelevant because the AFP has not committed any HR viclation
for the past five years or more. Even in the past, many of the HR violations and civilian killings
attributed to AFP were in fact committed by the NPAs, disguised as soldiers in uniform, as admitied

openly by former rebel Father Balweg," he said.

Karapatan, he said, has to fabricate reports of human rights violations s by the AFP so that the
United Nations (UN) and European Union (EU} may continue to collect donations from European

countries.
22
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Parlade added that Palabay is worried about the government's success in unmasking the truth
about the communist front organizations, which were tagged by Communist Party of the Philippines
(CPP) founder Jose Maria "Joma" Sison himself in all its revolutionary websites, Joma's verbal
pronouncements, and CPP publications.

"Please check the links and websites (ILPS website, Philippine Revolution Web Central, NDF
International) and see for yourselves who identified Karapatan and Ibon ag CPP front organizations
or part of the International League of Peoples Struggles' (ILPS) network of organizations, with
‘Joma’ as chairperson,” he said.

‘He noted that Article 8 Paragraph 2 of UN General Assembly Resolution 47/133, or the "Declaration

on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances” of 1992, clearly states that for
Joma tfo continue to stay in Utrecht, even against the wishes of the Duich government, "all relevant
considerations including, where applicable, the existence in the State concerned {Philippines) of

a consistent pattern of gross, fiagrant or mass violations of human rights” shall be taken into

account.
Non-refoulement no more

"You have to consistently paint any administration as oppressive and tyrant, even by fabricating lies
like the 27,000 EJKs (extra judicial killings) fram PRRD's (President Rodrige R. Duterte) drug war,
because with a professional AFP now, the EU Courts would scon send Joma back to the
Philippines to spend the rest of his life in jail for his crimes against humanity (80,000 killed after 50
years of CPP-NPA-NDF atrocities without Karapatan blinking) because there is no more danger of

state persecution,” he said.

He added that Joma can no longer invoke “non-refoulement” in the courts and this is what Palabay

and Karapatan fear,” he said.

Non-refoulement is a principle of customary international law prohibiting the expulsion, deportation,
return or extradition of an alien to his state of origin or another state where there is a risk that his life
or freedom would be threatened for discriminatory reasons. This law is often regarded as one of the
most important principles of refugee and immigration iaw.

He added that with the Duterte administration adhering to human rights, “EU and Belgian funding of
non-government organizations for the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines (RMP), lbon, Karapatan
and all other CPP-front organizations using human rights as cover, will dry up.

“That’s the hardest truth, Miss Palabay. | challenge you to prove your case over a nationwide TV,
one on one. | will present to you trucks of evidences and you better be prepared to refute them all.

Any time, po,” Parlade said.

The CPP-NPA is listed as a terrorist organization by the United States government and the
European Union (EU). (PNA)
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Maute leader, 3 followers slain in Lanao Sur clash

Roel Parefio, Jaime Laude (The Philippine Star) - March 16, 2019 - 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines — The self-proclaimed leader of the Maute group, Owayda Benito
Marohomsar, alias Abu Dar, was reported killed along with his three followers in
heavy fighting with Army soldiers in Lanao del Sur yesterday.

However, Col. Romeo Brawner, commander of the Marawi City-based 103rd Brigade, said
it needs further confirmation, including DNA testing, to confirm that one of the bodies

recovered was that of Abu Dar.

“Three highly credible informants who were with us in the encounter identified one of the
bodies as that of Abu Dar and not Commander Zacaria, the sub-leader of the terror group,

but we need further validation,” Brawner said.

Government security forces have been hunting down Abu Dar and his group since they
escaped from the main battle area in Marawi.

A reward of P6 million was offered for information leading to the arrest of Abu Dar, who was
reported critically woundad in a series of fighting earlier this year.

Abu Dar assumed the leadership of the Maute group following the killing of Abu Sayyaf
Commander Isnilon Hapilon, who was designated leader of the Islamic State in Southeast

Asia, and the Maute brothers in the fighting in Marawi.

4 soldiers killed
Brawner said four scldiers were also killed while the two others were wounded in
yesterday’s encounter.

Soldiers of the 49th Infantry Battalion encountered the terrorist group white conducting
combat operations in Sitio Tagum, Barangay Dinaig, Tubaran town at around 5 p.m.

Three soldiers had been earlier reported missing, but were later located by Army search
teams.

One of the soldiers died before help came. His two colleagues, who were also wounded,
were evacuated to a hospital for treatment.

Col. Gerry Besana, spokesman for the Western Mindanac Command (Westmincom), said
the body of one of the slain militants, two caliber 5.56 rifles, a caliber .45 pistol, hand and
rifle grenades, various types of ammunition and a bandoleer were recovered during

clearing operations.

Four other Maute militants and four other soldiers were killed in gunfights since Monday.
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One of the slain militants was identified as Abu Tahir, the alleged henchman of slain
terrorist Zulkipli bin Hir, alias Marwan, who was killed in a military operation in
Mamasapano, Maguindano in 2015.

As yesterday afternoon, military operations against the remnants of the Maute group are
ongoing. ‘

“Tuloy-tuioy pa ang operations, perc konti na lang mga ito dahil madami na ang nalagas sa
kanila since January,” Brawner said.

“We are advancing to the enemy target... hitting and inflicting heavy casualties on Maute
fighters,” Lt. Gen. Amel dela Vega, Westmincom chief, said.

Dela Vega said the death of Army troopers serves as a motivation to"continue the fight
against spoilers of peace and progress in Mindanao.”

Read more at https://iwww.philstar.com/nation/2019/03/16/1801815/maute-leader-3-
followers-slain-lanao-sur-clash#SLISZe7dWwmzQ5Wy. 99
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