By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

oacpa.amy2012€
FFCEOF AR




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
26 MARCH 2019

Weather Forecast—http:h’paasa.dost.gov.ph!weatherldaiIy-weather-forecast

Psg-e Title Source
NATIONAL NEWS
1-2 | Penalize water firm, petitioners ask MWSS PDI-A1
3 31 celebrities on narco list P Star-1
AFP/ SECURITY RELATED NEWS

4 Rody: $till no to war with China ' P Star-2

5 ‘China’s Spratlys baseline plan exceeds nine-dash line’ P Star-8

6 Panelo: Phl won’t renege on Chico loan P Star-6

7-8 | Recto bank as collateral for China loan? Nothing wrong, says PDI-A2

Panelo

9 Palace sees PH-China loan deal standard, rules out debt default } M Standard-A1

10 ] Panelo: Show proof fishers being harassed in Panatag PDI-A7

11 PH to protest if Chinese coast guards drive away Pinoy M Bulletin-4

fishermen-Panelo

12 ] PH file protest if China drives away Pinoy fishers M Times-A2

13 | Filing of ICC complaint political move-Palace M Times-A3

14 ICC case: Political motive hit M Standard-A1
15-18 | DOJ: ICC complaint more a political than legal move Malaya-B1

17 | ICC complaint political not legal D Tribune-3

18 | WPS dispute options limited-Palace D Tribune-3

19 | 20 more narcopoliticians under probe-Ano PDI-A5

20 PNP identifies 941 election hotspots M Bulletin-1
21-22 | Gov’t troops capture top red leader in Negros PDI-A1

23 [ Tourists barred amid clashes in Southern lloilo’s uplands PDI-A7

24 NDF consultant, 2 NPA leaders nabbed in Laguna P Star-10

25 | Another CPP-NPA-NDF peace consuitant arrested M Bulietin-1

26 | NDF consultant, 2 others nabbed Tempo-4

27 17 pang NDF consultant susunod na aarestuhin Ngayon-2

28 | 17 pa NDF consultants tinutugis PM-2

20 | AFP wants Joma Sison indicted for murder, terrorism P Star-10
30-31 § AFP belies Joma: Talks progressing M Standard-A1
32-33 | Duterte on peace falks: ‘] surrendered’ Mataya-B1

34 Bulacan town declares CPP-NPAs ‘persona non _g;ata’ M Bulletin-5

35 | CPP, NPA ‘finished’ in 2 years-Ano M Times-A3

36 ‘Grave’ poll hot spots increase to 570 PDI-A3

37 | Du30 vows to reduce IS threat to ‘barest minimum’ by 2022 PDI-A5

38 Maguindanao declares state of calamity M Bulletin-8

39 | 3 Sayyaf bandits killed in Sulu clash M Times-A7

40 | ‘Duterte revelation of Misuari threat on federalism a hard sell’ Malaya-B1

Honor. Patriotism. Duty




By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

41 | Opposition bets still believe in Aquino ‘magic’ Malaya-B1
42-44 | Probe sacked Cabinet men D Tribune-1

45 | Ex-MNLF chair downplays Nur war threat D Tribune-3

46 __ | BARMM sets inaugural session on Friday M Times-A7

EDITORIAL/! OPINION/COMMENTARY

47-48 | Patrimonial assets hocked to China! : P Star-8

49 | Shameless attempt to rewrite history PDI-AS

50 | Stripped naked by history PDI-A9
51-52 | Kiko Pangilinan and his stupid law M Times-A1
53-54 | Focus shifts to termination of the communist insurgency M Times-A1l
55-56 | Carpio’s fear mongering yet again M Times-A6
57-58 | Dead as a doornail M Standard-A4

59 | Up-in-the-air Upper House M Standard-A5
60-61 ] Functionaries Malaya-B4

62 _{ Walking the talk, beyond office Malaya-B4
63-64 | Wake up fo reality, Leni D Tribune-4
65-66 | Misuari at crossroads D Tribung-5

ONLINE NEWS
67 Soldiers who fought rebels honored in army anniversary https.//news.abs
-chn.com/

Honor. Patriotism. Duty



STORY BY MATTHEW REYSJO CRUZ AND RONNELW DOMINGO .

They urge the regudator to order the concessionaire io. reﬁ"und cusiomers fur the, purchase of drums and palls, .
walve the TR ) charrge, am! pmvide rebautes fmr fon‘g@ne eammgs due to the water shortage. :
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Penalize Manila Water,

By Matthew Reysio-Cruz
and Ronunel W. Dominge
@Team_Inquirer _
Seveial customers of Manila
Water Co. led by a party-list
lawmaker  petitioned  the
Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS5) Reg-
ulatory Office on Monday to pe-
nalize the company for breach
of contract for the water short-
age in large areas of Metro
Manila and parts of Rizal
province early this month.

They argued that penalties
were warranted because Manila
Water had failed to adhere to
Section 512 of its concession
agreement with the MWSS re-
quiring it to ensure eontinuous
water supply to all its custoimers.

Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos
Zaraté, Bagong Alyansang Mak-
abayan secretary general Renato
Reyes, Mandaluyong City resi-
dent Veronica Dacillo, Quezon
City resident Reginald Vallejos
and Lolita Donato—all Manila
Water account holders-—filed

the petition with the MWSS at

its main office in Quezon City.
The group asked the regula-
tor to order Manila Water to re-
fung customers for the “unex-
pected, emergency purchase of

and pails, waive the P83.14 mini-
mum charge for consumers who
experienced service interrup-
tions, and provide a rebate to
cover “forgone revenue or earn-
ings” caused by the shortages,

It also urged the MWSS io
revisit the approved rate in-
crease and suspend its imple-
mentation until it had conduct-
ed a “thorough performance re-
view of Manila Water.” The rate
increase covers the current
ftve-year regulatory period that
lasts until z022.

“Allowing [Manila Water] to
continue charging customers at
the new approved rates, over
the next five years, is tanta-

; inallkangserﬂlsynsamﬁm
Patagalinans Hanlia iatent

CONSUMERS DEMANMND Bayén'Muné Rér:: Carlos Zarate (center) and other Manila Water
customers demand a refund from the concessionaire in a petition they filed on Monday at the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System office in Quezon City. —MATTHEW ReEYsI0-CRUZ

mount to rewarding tnefficien-

cy. mismanagement, if not un-
truthfulness to the public,” the
petitioners said.

Accountability

Patrick Ty, chief regulator of
the MWSS, said he would study
the complaint, but pointed out
that the process of seeking ac-
countability for the water short-
ages in the east zone had already
been set in motion weeks ago.

“I've already signed a notice
to explain to Manila Water for

nch-aswater-drums—thém—to—explain-——why —they—

should not be penalized based
on the terms of the concession
agreement,” Ty said.

Manila Water has five days
to respond to the notice issued
by the regulatory office.

The water shortage stems
from the concessionaire's fail-
ure to solve the water supply
deficit of 150 million liters per
day, as demand has outstripped
supply.

In contrast, customers of
Maynilad Water Services Inc,
the concessionaire in the west
zone, did not suffer any water

shortage, as the company was.

able to tap other sources, like its
plant in Muntinlupa City that

.
£

filters water from Laguna Lake.

The west. zane covers. other
areas in Metro Manila and parts
of Cavite province.

Manila Warter said supply
had been returning to most of
the areas and that it was looking
for ways to restore it to its regu-
lar schedule,

‘Moral pressure’

Ty said that when it came to
the issue of refunding cus-
tomers and refraining from col-
lecting . their monthly bijil, he

on the concessionaire in a meet-
ing the two were scheduled to
have later on Monday.

He added, however, that a
decision on whether to penalize
Manila Water would likely be
reached in June or July.

But the petitioners demand-
ed immediate action. "Manila
Water has admitted it was their
fault, but it seems like our regu-
lators are still waiting on the
moon to shine before acting,”
Zarate said.

“That is why we as con-
sumers took it upon ourselves
to push this issue of account-
ability,” he said.

Ty, who had yet to read the

petition, tried to modulate ex-

. pectations.

"We are bound by the con-
cession agreement,” he said..
“The authority of the office is a
bit limited."

Zarate said the MWSS would
be remiss in its duties if it waited
until June to render its verdict.

Public heaxings
Reyes called for greater pub-
lic participation in determining
the penalties by asking the
MWSS to hold public hearings

~would-apply—‘rrioral pressure™ - inevery aflecred tity.

“This is necessary to deter-
mine how households, busi-
nesses and government offices
were severely affected by the
water crisis,” he said.

On Monday, Sen. Grace Poe
urged Manila Water to implement
a "fair and just” bill reduction for
its customers who suffered from
its inadequate water supply in the
previous weels, describing it as
the best form of apology.

“Manila Water can absorb it.
Their income will not dry up. It
is a drop in their bucket of prof-
its. An apology is best expressed
monetarily,” Poe said in a state-
ment. —WITH A REPORT FROM LEILA
B.SALAVERRIA INQ



" ByROMINACABRERA =%
- - Atleast 31 celebrities are included in the naxco list; the:
head of the Philippine Drig Enforcement Agency (PDEA)
revealed yesterday, - " - R SRR e T R
© "All31 are popilla;notong. be included:in the narco list, -
is & hag-been,” PDEA divector  Inte and:Local Government
general Aaron'A s eerefary B
Filipifor's oo o t
2 The' PDEA had éarlie
tworcelebrities we ¢
a party. '
“glairiin AT i &
montht =~ - “Pregident Duterte previ-
. Steve Pasion, who was ousl ‘named 46 alleged narco
killed in the parking lot of his - politicians, -consisting of 43 -
éondominitim, allegedly sold  local executives and three
illegal drugs to 'well-known- ‘members of the House of Rep- -
: . celebwities. - o yesentatives; .
: The PDEA chief saidthey . . The names of the ‘other .

recovered text messages from . politicians, if ever they would
a malecelebrity whoallegedly = be:made public, would likely .
‘bought 200 pieces of the party . - come after ‘the midtern elec-
drug ecstasy from Pasion, . tions onMay 13, Afio said. -
_Pasion allegedly sourced . He explained. that valida-~
the narcotics from the Nether-  ton takes 14 months as they.
Jandsand otherpartsof Europe  have to be certain that the
through thedark web. . . politicians are really involved
" 'In & related development, i the narcotics tradle.
around 20 more local execu- The four agencies conduct-
tives with suspected links to ing the validation are: the
the illegal drug trade could ; -7 TurntoPage?

PDEA, National Intelligence narco politicians. -
Coordinating Agency, Intel- -~ " Afio explained that as
ligenceService of the Ammed  government workers, “these
Forces of the Philippines and  officials should follow high-
I’.hil’ippine.»_’{\_!a_tional Police. . er slandards in terms of
“The information should publicservice.” _
really be confirmed,” Afio “You are accouritable be--
gaid, - cause public service is a
“The DILG has filed graft public trust, meaning you
and administrative charges’ -atenotthe same with the rest
pefore the Office of the Om- - of the citizens,” he said. -
budsman against the 4.6} - With Emmanuel Tupas

RSN
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- -gition’ that_-t e country cany

CAN g

- gt
mokratxkong P111p1no—_Laban R -
B :-peu__ Pl'uhppmcs is r_mt also a

L ng. Bayanifally in Cag’lxyan de

- lowmg the “erf:

A5, :
manity” complamt ‘that former
- viéw that the comiplaint’
even strengthe_n China’s stance:
i

foreign ‘secretary. Alberto del
Rosario and former ombuds-

~«nan Conchita Carpio-Merales.
filed against Chinese President
Xi Jinping before the Interna-

"tional Criminal Court.
Both complainants wanted

* to hold Xi accountable for de= "

stmylng some matine areas

_in'the South China Sea,. espe-
———iplly-thiose-patts-that-uie: alﬁe—w—g&theﬂng—ewdeﬂee-w—
" that Del Rosario was reluctant.
to “rock the boat! when he was

claimed by the Philippines.
 “Manila can be reached by
" the cruise missile of the Chi-

nese irl seven minutes. It will
be devastated. So, when. the

‘time comes for us to retreat,

affold' a Wa1 W1th Chma.f 8

. want, utwecan just probably’_- .
£ -as faras Palawan They can. ;

£ty so how can ICC as-
sume]urlsdi' tion?" Presicen

hma Sea

" Del Rosatio, who he éccusedj
. ‘of hot bringing up the issue
when he was still fmexgn af-

fairs secretary.

‘Panelo, who is also the clm,f '
-presidential counsel, saidheis .
prwe«%am—atmmult ilateral-mestings

still at the helm of the Depart-

-ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA).
1f he would be able to:gath--

er the evidence, he said thm

spokesinatt’ Saivador’ I’arielo-_-'-

ompla:mt

- that you are no lohger in the

made noise?” he asked:.
L Del Rosarm behed this
_‘claim in"a statement sent to
The STAR yesterday.

. “For the information of the *
.good: secretary, we officially

protested: as many times as

: -Rosano s time that the Pluhp-u '
. pities pushed for the filing of -
j0- - claim before the PCA, Panelo
't questioned why the govern-.

j-'ment then allowed ihc sl:ruc—

ryounot ack back"
then? Why areyou movingnow

then)
youi could have miade protests,

clurable and peaceful solunbn '

5 resultmg in‘an averwhelming

victory for the Phl and out’

_ ‘people, whichiour government:
....'do ded toset aside” " - 0

 For'Senvite President Pro Ter-
; 1. Recto, Malacafiang . -
' thecom laing,

already: won in the a
tribunal,” ‘Recto said, refet-
ting to the case won. by the -

- Philippines before the Per-
‘manent Court of Arbitration |
disputing Chind’s nitie-dash

~line-claim that covers the én-
tire:Soirth-China Sea.

~ With Christina Mendez,ﬂ
Paolo mero, Cecxlle Suette

possible the building of un-

" lawful structures {the DFA

records would évidence thls)

We.also voiced out.ourobjec-:. -

battling for inclusion in ﬂnal
statements. We' furthermore
sought the assistance of our
treaty ally,” the statement said.

It added: “We .resorted to
a legal track in search of a
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ ~
~and HELEN FLORES. .. -

Justice Antonio- Carpio' that

Chico River pump: izrigation
“project in Kalinga would-put
the Philippinesat risk oflosing

vador Panelossaid the coritract
«~ deemed onerous by some le-
gal luminaries — should not be
“a'cause for alarm because “we
never defaulted from any ob-

premg Court Senior’Associate |

the oil-rich Recto (Reed) Bank-
should it default on the loan,
i Presidential:spokesman Sal-

1igatioii to any inter. ‘?‘c_ioﬁélil_'
zation with-regpect to:.

the P3.69-billion loan for the. obli

. “They have been askifig

“why the coritract is favorableto.
~China, Why? Do we have asay-

when we. borrow? When we
loan from thebank, it's always

the termg of the bank,” he said-

in English and Filipino,

"

ur  pines in epayment of the
- China:can seize; to. satisfy.any.
Hesaid,- = . . arbitralawardinfavorof China,
- Parieloalsojustified theterms. ‘patvin setsand-ass
: of ‘the loan, saying Beijing al~
“ways has thelast say as ereditor:

:-crédic'fitédf to commercial ugg’

loan

of the Philippine government.”

_-Carpio said under. para-

‘graph 8,1 of the loan agree-
ment, tie Philippines walved.

any-sovereign immuhity over

all its assets except properties
of Philippine embassies and
‘missions, assols of a military

. Aceording to Carple, the-

 agreement for the Chico .
\imp irrigation’ project. -catedfo

s

charactér under the control of
thelocalmilitary and assets lo=

publicorgovernment
15 distinguished from.

atrimonial ones and those:

“dedicated for commercial use.

“Carpio said in case of dlis .
ute, arbitration shall be”
eldAn-Befjing-with-Chinese

panel.
-Panelo sa

_as_imajtvrﬁ_t;‘f‘-mémbers “of thi -

d itisfustnatoral

* for Beifing to thake sure that.
‘they will notbe disadvantaged -
after providing the loan that

was signed-on April 10, 2018.
« With Paolo Romero, Cecille

Suerte Felipe -

i e B R A e e - e




By Christin O.Aveljlda,
@mavendanolNQ L

There {s nothmg wrong i the -

government tised gas- -rich Rec-
.to Bank as collateral for a $62-
: mil]ton loan agreement w1th

~Monday. .
.“For me

' -;m the repayment-of the loan]

. mot a possibility: because we' i

never reneged *- 'dent
.apokesperson ‘Salvad by

national name of Recto Bank,

“We are known ‘for paying 3
our obligations,” Panelo added.

Carpio Warnin'g'

Panelo was commenting on’

the warning. of Supreme ‘Court
‘Semor Associate Justice: Anto-

‘nio. Carpio during a presenta--
‘tion at Pamantasan ng Lungsod: -

ng Maymla ot Friday that China
_could geize Recto. Bank if the

" Ching, Malacanang said on.

Bank shotild there be a default -

‘told reporters, using the nter-

Saivador Panelo

On whether the 10an agree—

_ ‘,ment favored China; . Panelo
‘likened it to a bank:loan for
“which “the terms of the bank”
‘were followed,

“It’s only "natural- that they

'will- make sure that they will
not lose fzom the. loan to us,”

_Phlhppines failed to repay the
loan for the Chico*River Pump
Project in Kalinga province.
‘Panelo said he had not yet
-“seen theloan agreement for the
river project. But assuming that
what Carpio had said was true,
he said he was standing by his
‘statement.

‘ Jhe said.-

“-But that prov:smn is “use-

" less™ because. China knows the’
. -Philippines-can repay the loan,”

he sald.
Paneélo said he belrevecl the
economic managers allowed

the ~provision . because they

knew the country could repay
the loan. .

He said he did not think the
termis were unconstitutional

_because the definition of patri-
monial assets was unclear.




be: the template ‘for-other: loan.
contracts  with China,- P elo. -
- said: “[I{f.we: sho i
'government “that’ We are
“time; - l-egularly ‘paying;:

“now thie borrowe

arel mcorporated in th

On Carplo $- statement that.-
the loan contract is expected (o

he;_ hmese

Jender -

thereis: no need to xmpose nner- ;

. ous: conditions fon} ‘them.Sonot -

necessarﬂy that this wﬂl be the;
tempiate -

‘Standar_d’ terms

He addedy ““The - onerous -
condmons thatsome are: saymgf
¢on-
tract [are], standard betyeen

lender and borrower to-be.sure’ .
that the. lender will be getting
what they have 1ent to. the bor— '

Seismu: surveys have mch~
cated that Recto- Bank is rlch in
oitand gas deposits. o

. The UN-backed - Permanent -

‘Court of “Arbitration . if ‘The

Hague ruled in"2016 ‘that’ Recto
Bank is within the Philippines'
exclusive économic zone in the
Souith Chma Sea, meaning the
countryhas sole sovereign right
to explore resources there. .
Cliina, which claims Recto

:Rank : rmected the “ruling.”

C=WITH A REPORT F owl FRANCES )
MANGDSlNG INQ :



; vorable iowards them :
Su- “Panelo’ added that. the country has
'preme Court Semor Assomate Justlce N a]ways repald its loans, so that the

. Antonio- €
. could seizena al.gas deposits.in Reed:: less.”

- warnied -that. - China prowsmn on ap0551ble default;s “use-

. Bank (Recto;iBank) if the Philippines * ~He Sﬂ[d there s no possnbnhty that

Jfailsito p
: loan for the |

hico River irrigation proj-- pio suggested

Palace e e anents] it ias never happened to.us We ate
L - known:for phying Gur obiligations;™ he satd:
from Al : . - The loan agreement, signed on April .
' 2 10, 2018, states that “in-case of default by

“To e, it’s not a possibility because we “the Phlhppmes in repayment of the loan,
will never really renege [on the loan pay- China can seize, to satisfy any arbitral

?:'¢$62-mllhon ‘Chinese China will seize the Reed Barik as Car-

< Next page

award infavor of China; “patrimonial as-

sefs dnd assets dedicated to: commercial

use of the Philippine government.”
Panelo said he was confident that the

country could repay the foan. It canonly

rescind it if there is fraud. Wat Mariano
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" By Jufie M. Aurelio

and Gabriel Cardineza
@IngNational
The Philippines is bent on filing
a diplomatic protest if it is
proven that the Chinese Coast
Guard is driving away Filipino
fishermen from Panatag (Scar-
borough) Shoal in the West
Philippine Sea, presidential
spokesperson Salvador Panelo
said on Monday.,

“They have to show proof
that's being done now [again].
If that is being done, certainly
we will protest. We will not al-
low our countrymen to be sub-
jected to that kind of harass-
ment,” he said.

He added: “If there was a ne-
gotlation, there was an agreement

" not to touch them (fishermen). .

And then one incident, two inci-
dents violate this agreement, then

we have to tefl them (Chinese)

and they will have to correctit.”
Panelo was referring to an

agreement between the Philip-

pines and China in which fisher-

PANATAG BOUNTY Inthis photo taken in November 2016,
Zambales fishermen are able to fish in Panatag Shoal amid
patrols done by the Chinese Coast Guard. —kem ZAMORA

several structures there,

China claims go percent of
the 3.5-million-square-kilome-
ter South China Sea, including
waters within the Philippines’
370-kilometer exclusive eco-

their traditional fishing grounds.

“Can we do something
about it? They have control
over it as of now. They have

forces there. We can only

protest like any other country

Panelo: Show proof fishers
eing harassed in Panatag

President’s spokesperson assures gov’t action once Chinese aggression is pmven ‘

diplomatic negotiations with
China, as no entity could en-
force the arbitral ruting that
backed the Philippine claim.
“Tell me if any arbitral ruling
by this international court had
been enforced previously? If
there is, there is hope. As of now,
we can't do something about it
50 let's just talk about it,” he said.

Back to shpat

On Monday, a group of fish-
ermen from Infanta, Pangasi-
nan province, sailed to Panatag
Shoal, hoping the Chinese Coast
Guard would not stop them.

“They have nowhere else to
go at this time of the year butto
return there,” sald Napoleon
Domalanta, chief of Barangay
Cato in Infanta.

Quoting his brother-in-law,
who had just returned from the
shoal, Domalanta said Chinese
Coast Guard ships had increased
from four to six since last week.

Yoyoy Rizol, a fisherman, 5aid
if they would be denied access to
the shoal, they would have to fish

e WETE 0 e alloWet T ficely

navigate the South China Sea, ex-
cept the marine-protected areas.

China control

“If there is a violation, we
have to go back to them (China)
and say, ‘There’s a violation,
you better stop.” The policy is
you cannot be harassing our
fishermen,” he said.

However, he noted that
even though the Philippines
claimed the contested territory
fort its own, China asserted con-
trol over the area as it had built

nomic zone (EEZ).

The shoal lies 240 km
southwest of the coastline of
Subic, Zambales province, and
within the Philippines’ EEZ.

A triangular chain of reefs
and rocks surrounding a lagoon,
the shoal has a perimeter of 46
km and an area of 150 sq km,
making it a rich fishing ground.

In 2012, China seized the
shoal after a two-month stand-
off between Chinese and Philip-
pine vessels. It has since cor-
doned off the place, driving
away Filipino fishermen from

4

laying claims toit,” Panelo said,

However, this does not
mean that the Philippines
agrees that China should have
control over areas that belong
to the Philippines, he said,

Diplomatic talks

“Certainly that is ours, and
the arbitral ruling says it’s
ours,” he said, citing an inter-
national ruling that favored the
Philippines’ claims over Chi-
na’s nine-dash line argument.

According to him, President
Duterte preferted to hold

again within Infanta's municipal
waters for their day-to-day food.

In = Zambales, fishermen
have been avoiding the disput-

"ed shoal as the Chinese Coast

Guard remained aggressive,
driving them away from their
traditional fishing ground. |
They said they wanted to
prevent an experience similar
to that of fellow fishermen in
Pangasinan ‘who were driven
away by the Chinese troops
from the shoal early this
menth, =wWITH A REPORT FROM JO-
HANNAROSE AGLIBOT INQ
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"%he Phl!lppme gevernment is -
determined fo file a protest . -
_ if Chinese coast. guards were -
- really. driving.away Fihpmu:.
L harassed .
.+ “Presidential Spokesman: Salvador
]_.,_Panelo gaid evulence must:show:that.
“the fishermen were supposédiy: still.
being harassed In the country § ter-

) | fashermen from Panatag Shoal.

- - ritorialy Water'

" ¢andidate Neri Colmenares on the al-

legedharagsment of localfishermenby -
_ Chinese coast guards and how it has:
affected their lwehhcod m the West .

-Phﬂlppme Sea:

“+" The six-minute dlip shuwed fishet-
B men from’ Masmioc, Zambales c¢om: -

Y plammg of low fish catchisirice Chinese
“personnel were suppasedly driving

. them away and at times sejzing their

hest-caieh and ramming theirboats: -

umentary- releaséd by senatorial

;}‘.a ey g

HANILA: BULLETIH *

THE WATIONS LEADING NEWEARILR

' ;vmlate ttis. agreement Hhion we. have'_f. ;

to tell them and they w:ll have to eor-

.lllmeS fishing in Panatag

I-Ie sa
.-shoal or: anywhere ife-the country’s .
Waters: should “not be touched or;’.:-_

' ‘.agreed to let fishermen' to ) freelynavi-

gate the South. China Sea except for

‘maring protected areas: The alleged:

harassment of Filipino fishermenhow-

-everhas stillbeen reported a number:.-

of times:in reeent months.:

“Meantime, Malacafiang aclknowl:

edged ithat while the country asserts
the terrltﬁry is “ours,”-China Has

“control” over the area since they re-

portedty built structures.there.

“May magagawa ba'tayo? Sild-ang

vmlatlon, we hav_e to; _

to. {China)and.say ‘May ..

_Zviola, fon ‘daw;:you better stop:’. The

poliey i is you cannot be harassmg our
h

country. “Certainly thatis oursand the

* arbitral fling say it’s ours,” he: said.

" For now, Panelo said the counny

- has, pursued dlplomatze negotiations
. with-China to resolve the: territorial
.-daspute, adding it. could not: afford o
'wage war with the Asian neighbor,

~He said the President prefers the

. Askedif the countiy was powerless

- :agamst China, Panelo said; “What 'm
-saying is, tell. me, has any arbitral rul-

- ing by this international court been

enforced previously? Kung mayroon,”

_‘may pag-asa. Sa-ngayon, ‘wala patayo -
. Magagawa so pag:usapan na lang na-

tin [1f there is, we still have. hope. For

now; we can't do’ anythmg so let’s Just-r )

taikabout 1O

) ﬁllt he clarified that they don't |
- agree’ that China should have-control
over the territory thaf, helongs to the

ountry:to-Hold-a:dialogue with: China: |
. ... especially no-one-could-enforce: the ar-
“bitral rulingithatbacked the couritry’s
.claxms ity the Wes{ Philippine Sea.

M‘Théﬂmvﬁmm‘pmftm*ﬁ*b‘e— =~
ng done now again. Ifthat is being done,

" certainly we will protest. We will not al-

-Jow our countrymen to e subjected to
' that kind of harassment,” Panelo said :

.- during.a Palace press. bviefmg

o1 therd was & negotlation, there
" was an agreement not to fouch them,
_and then one incxdent twn incidents,

Tidy COnLrol a8 of oW, Meron Silng
- pwersa dogn. We can- only protest like.
- anyother countrynanagke-claim [Can’
_wedo sométhing about it? They control

it'as'of now, They have forces there; We
can only protest like other claimant
countries],” he said. -

“You want us to dealare war agamst

‘ them’?” he asked

e noted that the cuuntry THas

'prevlously mada: dlplomatw protests
‘against China’s activities in the West
Philippine Sea although some were-'
made qmetiy

- “What is: 1mporLant is 'we are not :
agreem g to what they are doing tous.
We arenot aliowing it, We re epposmg.
-t he sald
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_ Palace spokesman Sa]vador _
C :Panele miade the:statement: aftel": .
: ‘Senate candidate Nev-Colmenas -
res released 4 short documenlaxy e

“on the alleged haragsment of fo-

‘cal fisherinen by Chmese coast
guard personnel ‘
- The six-minule clip showed ﬁsh

ermen from’ Masmloc, Yambales -
detailing how the Chinese Coast’
‘Guard would'seize theéir catcliand -

drive them away from the area. .~

 Panelo:said Filipinos fishing in S

- Danatag s'hda'lbr'ﬂnvv\;'héle inthe s im

"Paneio sald litrin

- country’s ‘waters should “not be
touched ofharassed:”.

*“Theyhave to show pmof that's
being done now agzain. [fthatisbe-
ingdone, certainily we wilkprotest.
Wewill notallowourcountrymen-

S 'Formel Fme;gn Affans secre:’

“to be subjected to-that kind of
‘Harassment;”
“a press bidefing.
“Ifthere-wasa negouatmn, there.
“was aiy agreemenit.fit to touich-:
-thiem: and then one mcndent, wa-

- incidents violate this
;. thenwe liave totell the and the
will have 1o correct it,” le added. .
- The 'Phllippmes and China pre:
-=V1ously agreed to let ﬁshermen t

taty Albert del: Rosario; former-

ombudsman Conchita Caipio-. -
Morales and Filiping’ fishermén:
_had filed 2 communication-against - -
Chiinese Piesident Xi Jinping be-:

. go_qa_t-lo :
" the teritorial dlspute, adding it.
coultnot afford o wage wat w1th .

an counmes) e said: :
. Panele; heweve1, clanﬁed that © - W
the government did- not- agre¢ preel

Page: Z '%

~gaid when dsked if the counny Was ™
: .powerless.'a

gainst ‘China,

' Singe: aésummg his post Duterte

“hag sought to downp!ay Manita’s
- . matitime dispute with Beumg

i exchange for improved ties

:_____w1th the: woﬂd 3 second latgest

ns w:th Chma to resolve

the Asian rieighbor -

< He said President’ Roc[ngo'
Dutéite pl_efgr_red the'country to

"'Dr‘nﬂhmy in

~ Duterte has also 1efused to
flaunt the I’hlhppmes victory
against € Chinain aUnited Nations-
backed arbitration:court in 2016,'__
which invalidated Bm;mg’.s expan- -
sive claims to the waters, ﬁj{_
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. exercise. it

The Wanils Thmes

know that Chtna is not i member
state party; Phtltpp_jnes is.not

~also a_state_party; 50 how can
1CC assume jurisdiction?” Palace -
L spokesman Salvador Panelo sald.
_m 2 press; brteﬁng R
Accordmg to;the: ICC 1t could' .
sdiction when a
-State becomes a party to. the Rome
Statute, if the alleged petpetrator-
‘was anational of a-State Pariy-or

Albert del Rosario: and former - 2
-. ombudsman ‘Cenchita Carpm f ‘

. Morales Tast week filed 4 commiu- -
‘nication against Chinese President *the Pl

* Xt Jinping before the 1CC for. " “Thi
:Implemenung a systemattc plan: achi
o contro the cotltested S

by del'Rosarto and Mo‘
when they filed the commur-

~“nication:against Chma, “de Ltma .
. sald ina statement o

. when the. SUpteme Court tackled
ore-the case filed by-senators ques-
y - -ttonmgthe constttuttonalttyof the
- Philippine withdrawal wnhout the
: _Senate § concurrence.

“Justice Carpio asseverates that;

in the future, the Philippines
 might find itself in a very difficult

situationsince itwouild be without
recourse: to the [CC from acts. of
aggression of aforeign power if it
withdraiws from: the Rome Statute,

the sepator satd

Unfortunately, any future act of

ifthecrime was. commuted tn.the

~territory. of a State Party, andifa ,
‘can mo-longer be raised by the

State not. party to the Statuté may

decide to accept the }urtsdtctton, ,

of the ICC. (S
" The communication was ﬁled

two days’before the- Philippines”
- withdrawal from the Rome Statute
took effect. B

" Panelo slammed anéw the
former administration for “ig-

‘noring” and “letting” China
build structures in the West .
Phtltppme Sea.

“My soutce said they- (Aqumo
administration) only filed [the
case] when everything was already

erected. Why is it that when the

--aggression by any foreign country.”

committed: after March 17, 2019

Philippines to the ICC becauise

of its withdrawal from the Rome _

Statate,” de Limasaid. -
”More than Duterte, who re-

‘mains to be covered by the ICC

prehmmary examination for
crimes against humanity commit-
ted before. March 17, 2019, the
Philippines’ withdrawal seems
to- have also benefited foreign
aggressors, to-the detriment of the

: Philippinesi ingerests, and national -

secunty " shesaid. -
"BERNADETTEE. TAMAYO-AND
-RALPH EDWINU. VILLANUEVA
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ICC case: Political motive hit

By Nat Mariano

TWO former govérrﬁnent officials who

filed a complaint against Chinese Presi-

der.it_, Xi Jinping before the International
Crintinal Court for crimes against hu-
manity over Chinese actions in the West
Philippine Sea may have been politically
motivated, a Palace official said Monday.

“They may know that China is not
a,.. state-party, {and] the Philippines is
also not a state-party, so how [can] the
ICC assumes jurisdiction?” Presidential
Spokesman Salvador Panelo said in a
Palace briefing,

Panelo said some observers have said
the movemighteven harden China’s stand

o Next pagé

ICC case:...
fromAl
on the South China Sea while others
point out.the ICC doesn’t really have
_“jurisdiction over the case. -
Two days before the Philippines’

withdrawal from the ICC became of-

- ficial, former Foreign Affairs chief Al-
_bert Del Rosario and former Ombuds-
man Conchita Carpio-Morales accused
Xi of crimes against humanity for the
top Chinese leader’s actions to gain
control of the South China Sea.

In- a communication to ICC Chief
Prosecuior Fatou Bensouda, Del Rosa-
rio and Morales asked that Xi and other
Chinese officials be investigated for
crimes against humanity.

“The enclosed communication out-
lines how President Xi Jinping and
other officials of China, in implement-

of structures on some parts of the South
China Sea which have been ruled to
be rightfully belonging to us. To thei:
minds, the establishment of those struc-
tures endanger the environment as well
as our fishermen,” Panélo said.

“Whether-or not the case will prosper
is another matter. It could be dismissed
because China is not a member of the
ICC, fnot] is this Philippines,” he added.

in the samd briefing, Panelo also
blamed Del Rosario, who was the coun-
try’s top diplomat at the time, for not
doing anything when China was just
starting erecting activities in the con-
tested territories.

He did not offer specifics, however,
and did not name the source of his in-
formation.

Solicitor General Jose Calida on Mon-
day said the Philippines’ withdrawal from
the ICC will have no negative effect on
the country’s justice system.

administration critics say,” he added.

Calida said the decision to withdraw
from the ICC was a prerogative of the
government.

“A g g govereign state, it is our prerog-
P

_ative to. be a party to the Rome Statute,

or not,” the chief state lawyer said.

Calida said there are laws fo protect
the ‘Rilipinos® fundamental rights 4nd
that Manila remains a party to other
human rights treaties.

At the same time, he said the move
will not affect foreign aid to the coun-
try.

Panelo, meanwhile, said the govern-
ment will file a diplomatic protest if it
is shown that Chinese coast guard have
been keeping Filipino fishermen away
from Scarborough or Panatag shoals it
the West Philippine Sea.

He was reacting to a short docu-
mentary released by senatorial candi-

ing China's systematic plan to control

the South China Sea, have committed .
crimes within the jurisdiction of the

International Court of Justice,” the two
said in a joint statement. BEN

Both Del Rosario and Morales said
the “atrocious actions of Chinese offi-
cials in the South China Sea and within
Philippine territory” constitute crimes
. against humanity that can be prosecut-
ed by the ICC.

While the Palace said the two former "

| officials have a right to file a case, it
said this would be a futile exercise since

the ICC has no jurisdiction over China

or the Philippines. :
“They could be motivated with right-
gous indignation over the establishment

Calida said the country’s institutions
are strong, able to function, investigate
and prosecute drug-related cases, with

“without ICC membership.

The Solicitor General cited data
showing that 49; 034 drug-related cases
have been filed in various courts as of
2018, while 75, 327 are pending before
the public prosecutor’s office.

“The Philippine justice system func-
tions independently with or without
membership in the ICC. Hence, the
withdrawal of the Philippines from the
Rome Statute has no effect in our jus-
tice system,” Calida seid in a statement.

“pll these facis show that the gov-
ernment is not unwilling or unable to
prosecute these crimes, despite what

R
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date Neri Colmenares, showing local |
fishermen explain how their catch had
dropped from 20 tons to only two tons
because Chineseships were driving
them away.

“As far as | know, [Chinese] Ambas-
sador Zhao Jianhua told me that the
fishermen there are not being harassed.
Now if there is a violation, then we will
have to go back to them and say, ‘Hey,
they say there's a violation, you better
stop it”,”’ Panclo said.

“The policy is always, ‘You cannot be
harassing our fishermen’,” he added.

Beijing and Manila have previously
agreed to let fishermen freely navigate
the disputed waters except for marine
protected areas.

PR A L A
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- DOJ: ICC complaint mote

a political than legal move

BY ASHEZEL HACHERU .

JUSTICE Secretary Menardo

Guevarra yesterday said the filing
of a complaint against Chinese
President Xi Jinping before ‘the

" Intetnational Criminal Coust by * -

two former Philippine govern-

ment officials could be more’
of:-a political statement than 4

legal one.

Guevarra also said tere are
jurisdictional issues and questions
about legal standing, which he
said could doom the complaint
filed by Albett.del Rosario, who

‘setved as foreign affaiss secretary
At the Aquino administration, and

_formér Oi{nb’_udsman Conchita
Cﬁxpm Moralés. - '
“The complaint was filed two

“days before the Philippine with-

drawal from the IC,C took effect

‘onMarch 17. S
e behevc thit the complalnt -
" was fited notwith the hope ofa
- favorable judgment by the ICC,

but probably to- imptess upon

China that if the Philippine gov--
ernment {s not willing to vigor-

ously assert its West Philippine
Sea arbitration victory at this

time, there are Filipinos who are:

unwilling to defer further action

P T P TP T T TR Te T TT P LTI T RIS TPT PRy
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to enforce the arbitral ruling,”
Guevatra said. o

China, which has rejected the
2016 ruling of the arbitral panel
dismissing its massive claims in

".the South China Sea, is not a patty
to the Rome Statute which estab-
‘lished the ICC. :

Guevatra said the complaint
.may bave been filed also to stress
a point that the Philippines’ with-
drawal from the ICC was 2 mis-
take, as “this is one forum where
enforcement action in the West
_Philippine Sea may actually be
sought.” .

«All of these notwithstanding,
T trust that the President has the
greater interest of the country
in mind in pursuing his kind of
foreign policy, and for that rea-
son we ought to give him all the
leeway and flexibility he needs,”
he said.

‘On Sunday, Guevarra be-
littled the filing of the complaint

-against-XT and other Chinese
officials saying such a move is
futile and could be just a political
statement, LT UL

Yesterday, Guevarta reiterated
his point adding that the complaint
was more of a political statemsnt
than a true legal action.

“Let me just explain that mak-
ing a political statement s not
the same as doing a partisan,
politically-motivated act. Private
citizens of groups can say or do
something to influence public
opinion or affect State action
pertaining to mattess of public
interest, but not necessarily align-

-ing-themselves.with-mains ereat....

political aggrupations in the pat-
tisan context. This is'the context
in which I stated eatlier that the
complaint was mote of a political
statement than a true legal ac-
tion,” he explained.

Duterte announced the coun-
try’s withdtawal from the Rome
Statute last year citing “baseless,
unprecedented and outtageous
attacks” against him and his ad-
ministration over wat against the
illegal drugs trade, which is being
blamed for thousands of alleged
exttajudicial killings.

In filing the complaint, Del Ro-
sario and Carpio-Morales said Xi

_ and other Chinésé:-zofﬁci:a;ls com-
" mitted crimes against humanity

ovet envitonmental damage in the

South China Sea. -
They said these crimes caused

serious injury to Filipino fishexmen

and fature genetations of inhabit-

ants of the cogstal countiesdn the

SCS by accelerating the collapse of

fisheries stocks, .
Likewise, Del Rosario and

Catpio-Morales said the ICC has

jutisdiction over the case because
the actions of Xi and other Chi-
nese officials took place when
Manila ‘was still a party to the

_Rome Statute, o ... .. ohe sal !
: to continue theit activities in

FISHERS

Del Rosario reiterated that

the plight of poor Filipino

fishermen affected by Chinese
activities in the West Philippine
Sea prompted the filing of the
complaint, '

“Our estirnate is that there ate
300,000 fishermen that have had

. theit-livelihood. affected plus. that

fact that the food security was a
factor,” Del Rosatio told CINN's
“The Source’™ programm, . - :

“We. are not politicians. We
don’tintend to drag in politics into
our actions, This is not a political

* move. This is a move taken by

ptivate citizens who want to pro-
tect our matginalized fishermen,”
he added.

He said this is the reason he
and Carpic-Morales did not in-
clude any politiciah in filing the
complaint. :

“We didn’t want to politicize
the effort that we are nndertaking

to-help.oui.people,-to-help.ovr.

fishermen,” he added.

Del Rosario was insttumental in
Manila’s winning the case against
China in 2016 before the Neth-
etlands-based Permanent Court
of Arbiteation which invalidated
Beijing’s massive claim in the dis-
puted watets.

He said the move was also
meant o dispel the notion that
small countriés like the Philippines
are powetless against big powers
such as China. He said this was
fitst proven wrong when Manila
filed a case against Beijing in 2013
before the Permanent Court of
Arbitration.

“He added that if their ICC
bid fails, they will still file more
complaints and communications
against China,

«If it doesn’t work, we will at
least have brought to the floor the
abuses that being endured by our
people for which we should be
doing something,” he said.

Carpio-Morales, in the same
program, said; “This 15 not &
political mave. It is.a move un-
dertaken by private’ citizens, by
individuals who ate minded to
protect out matginalized fisher-
men.” A,

_ She said allowing the Chincse

the area would deprive Filipino
fishermen of livelihood on 2
massive scale. ‘
“We'd like to thank those who
have been suppottive of out cause,
not to.give up, to have faith on
the metits of the communication
we have sent and to pray for out
matginalized fishermen. If no one
tales up the cudgels for them, wh

~will”? sheadded, - oo

POLITICAL MOVE

. Chief Presidentia Legal Coun-
sel and concurrent presidential
spokesman Salvador Panelo said
the compliant is “moe of a politi-
cal” move.

Panelo said Del Rosario and

‘Carpio-Morales are well aware

that the ICC has no jurisdiction
over China, .

“They may know that China
is not a member state party. The

" Philippines is not also a state party,

go how can ICC assume jutisdic-
tione” headded

Panelo also questioned the
timing of the filing, He said Del
TRosario, as foreign affairs secretary,
could have taken actions against
China when it was just starting
construction activities in the dis-
puted tertitoly.

Del Rosario led the. filing of
the case against China before the
Permanent Coutt of Arbitration
{PCA) in The Hague,

Panelo said the Duterte admin-
istration has decided to set aside
the PCA ruling and focus instead
on strengthening ties between
Manila and Beijing, ~ With Jocelyn
Montemayory
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., .pohtical State

' By Alvln Murcia

“"'the Wost Philipp - .
-GUBVATE BXIe eqsed the, behef that the complamt‘was ﬁled mme 25 3.

ment and not: w1t11 thehope.ofa favon ahIeJudgment b}_(-the 1ce.,
_ ™ do gfa e
) 'part;sam, po]itmally motwated'act “Privite T

atement. and not with: the
ent ¢ _natmnal

) Justme Secietmy Menaldo Guevmm s yesteiday ﬁhe complamt filed- '
. by former Philippine: ‘officials: agamst Chii
" Intéihational: Criminal Couit C0) ismore
“The-. complamt filed. by former I‘melgn;. Affairg’ secretary-Albert del'r
Rosatto: and former Onibudsman’ ‘Conchita: Carpio Morales:two: days before .
" the: Philippines thhdlawal from:the: 10C Decame effactive; acouses. Htoof
it Chinal sactwittesio gaiil control over: most of.

sident Xi Jiiping at the

“groups:
do.somethingto influence public opinion or affeci, qtate action: peltammg

to. mattersiof pubhc interest; butnot:iecessarily: allg,nmg themselves with -
mainstream political. aggrupations in’the partisan sense;” he explained. -
- ¥[:helieve that; the complaint was filed not with-the-hope of "a
fayorable Judgment by the:1CE (]uusdmtwnai issnes.and. legal standing.
are linge stumbling blocks), butt: probably. to: impress upon China that -

if the Philippine: government: is noL willing to v:gowusky sisgert-its West
Pluhppme Sea arbitration. vmt‘.my dt this. time, there are Filipinos whio

are unwilling to defer further acfsion to enfome the albltw,l mlmg,

Guevarra said, -
Thé complamt he added, may alsn have heen ﬁle(i to stress a point: that

the Philippines! withdrawalfrom the ICC was'a mlstal(e, “ng this is qne forumj :

olitical actionithar-a legalone, -

“where. Bforcenieitt action il the WISTAGY actvally be' Kot

- eAlTof these nnt.mthstandmg, 1 trust-that the president: has the gleat:el-
intevest of the cohntny i’ mmd in puvsuing his lind of foreign policy, and for
-that reastn, we-ought o’ gwe lmn all the leeway and flexnblhty he’ needs,

.epramed Guev'ur

osnd ik




Byfnistina Maralit '

‘- tha,'t_:_a_ﬁé;ng véiiéféﬁéd‘_-ygstesdgy. the
‘gownitry has only two: options whent 1 comes - L

to asserting its vight ‘over the West Philippine -
Yap - eittier througiy diplomat 'nggdtiahiqns_z_'-'_g_' 2

with Bejjing or a declar

- Presidenti | spokesman Salv
riigdp. this clear yestgrday

ave liarassing .and ‘chasing awdy Filipino

fishexmen attempting to- enter-the. P_agatgl_gj_ ;

{Scarborough) shoal.

My ‘question i, what can we do when -

they'te the onos:who have control over there.
They have forces there;” Pamelo said- in a

. Palace hijefing yesterday in response to 2 video o
1eleased by, opposition_.sgnatm‘_ial candidate .-

. Ner Colmenayes, .« .

Salvador Panelo™ .
whien asked for. - 0 LT T
‘his veaction to yeports that Chinese vessels - "-'I_‘helincident_alleg'eglly'tookfiﬂacéafé’v.rl
“~after several Filipino. fishermen and:former .
& filed a. communication
nal :

" government official
- “bafore the Intomnatio
Chiinese-President

“backburner by
*peeanse it supposedly cannot b ,
- gl me; Yas any arbitval ruling by-this
een enforced previousiy?

- ~international court been enforced p
have a chance:If none, .

vy If thei'd-is, then we

- v thiere's: nothing we can ‘do gt the -

~moment. We c_’an;only-’resbrt’tu:negﬁtiati_ons_,”'.- '
Panelo said, -~ " e

 then the

The Hagie, N3
*rheralingo

£ the-Permanent -Court: of
‘Arbitration, however, has been put in the.
the. Duterte: administration
yot be enforced. -




20 more narcopoliticiansurider prob

_ men__t?of_th_é:Inifei_'io_r-:aherﬁcél.
 Jéased by the President were

* readybe afte

Thenamesof 20 gﬁpré-pﬁlitician‘s',S_ut{p'ected-._d
drug trade will soon bea foith
administrative cases in the Ombudsma

es)still undergoing vali

now;" Interior Secrétary. érs in'Quegon Gty =
utdisoincludeda
Then names| mightal-
i _ “electiohs’ catise|the stiotrofreporisiisatong: -
process.Just __th'ez[val_idatidn-df’_the]-initl'alfaﬁj fiaivies took 14 monthis.”

'The Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA)earlier said 820~

“.catpoliticians, 640f them running for reelection in May'smidterm

- . polls, were onits validated narcolist: PDEA Director General Aaron

Aquino aise recently said that anothernarcolist indluded prosecu- -

tors, judges and’ evenjournalists, “These are pait of [alistoflabouta

thousand [peopie},the"P;:'f.asid‘entri's, holding,” Aflo_l_s_aid; The PDEA, th

“police, the military and:the National Intalligence Coordinating 1S <
f ASE‘}EEJ@iﬂ.‘%!ﬂ@l_’iﬁ?@ﬂ}@Sﬂ!ﬁ?&‘iﬂ::‘E!“EET;?".‘.’?!'L—',.'_'_'_' L
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e

equivalent to 57.60 percent of the total

-country

City and Daraga, Albay — were al-

of the Comn‘ussmn on Electwns
(Comglec).

Forces of the Philippines (AFP) iden-
! . tify and cIassify election hotspots

Orange, and Red.

of no security concern and are rela-
mw.mu_»;.,__.tmely peacefuLand,endeviv :

L PNP 1dem1ﬁes 941

consxdered in- the Category Yellow, ‘
- thereare’ alsu serious threats: posed
t rrm rou 5. and the' ;

-_bayalde PNP chief, sald the number is

1,634 cltles and mumczpalltzes in the,_:'
hkes : .
Lastly, Category Red is dom-"

Of the 941 eleetlon hotspots, 131 '
.przsed of areas where, aside f_lfom the

“towns and cities are in the “Yellow” -
" category; 238 in “Gxange PIEZ0-in
- #Red” while two otfiers = Cotabato

ready. placed under ihe. control
“The Comelec, PNP and Armed

into four categories: Green, Yeiiew,

Category Green refers to areas

by dome t"

gory Or-

" ange; relevant government agencies™
" declare. the existence of conditions .

- which may constitute grounds for
“the declaration.of Comelec control

i

‘Red”areas = -

Albay.aide said that areas placed ,

i.mder Red. category will be given

more. momtoung sinceé this is' where
election- telated mudents are hkely

‘ to ocelr .
- Of the 570 areas undez the Red'

history of election-related violence
or-existence of mtense partlsan po—
_htical rivalry.

Category Orange includes areas
where, as:de from having the factors

Category Yellow are argas with'a -

regmns of Mmdanao ‘The’ Comelec,
~had earlier declared the: entire te-
gion-under the Red category.

As of March 20, 118 Red ar-
eas were identified in the Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao

o

1

- (ATIMMY;98 in Northern Mindanao
. (Region 10); 73'in Caraga (Region -
137200 Zamboanga Peninsila-(Re-:
gion 9); and 49-each in, Davao Region :
(I1) and Socesksargen (Region 12),
“Thiere will be a realignment of
£ oupdeployment withregards o this -
“development,” Albayalde said.

C“T''be traveling, together w1th

__'-some ofﬁcers, to:¢heck personally-
“the deployment -af puir personiel in

these areas, especially those areas
that are of grave concern or under

-color Red;” he added.

. Meanwhile,no Red area ‘hasbeen -
identified'in the National Capitai Re--

" gion (NCR) and Hocos Region, -

‘The: PNP had earlier saidthat it

“will deploy 181,775 police personnel

forpublic safety and general law én-

_forcement duties on Blection Day.

Of the numbel, 99, 976 wﬂl be

wﬂl be assxgned to Qumk Reactmn
Teams (QRTs); 18,177 will compose

" the Reactionary Standby Support

Force (RSST); and 9,089 will make

- up the Red Team-and Headquarter.s

Skeletal Forces.
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By Mariear Clnco
and Carla P, Gomez
@InqNatlonal

A former Cathcllc priest-
turned-rebel was the - sixth

~ peace consultant of the Nation-

al Democratic Front of - the
Philippines (NDFP} to be ar-
rested since Pre51dent Duterte

. formally. ended. peace - talks
with the political arm of the

Communist Party Qf the Phlllp

- pines (CPP).

. Franasco Femandez or

~“Father Frank,” 71, secretary of.

Komiteng Rehiyonal-Negros,

- was arrested with his wife,

Cleofe Lagtapon, 66, in a po-
lice-Army. operation in Liliw,
Laguna. province, at 5 a.m. on

’ Sunday )
: Fernandez served as NDFP .

regional party chair and
spokesperson, and Lagtapon,
secretary for communi- Eﬁ
cations and-educarion,




officials said.

Military officials said Fer-
nandez used the aliases "Ago,”
“Fatay,” “Tuloy,” “Pidong” and
“Andot,” and had a bounty of
P8 million for his capture on
charges of rebellion, murder

_and attempted murder in Gui-
"hulngan, Negros  Oriental
province.

They said Lagtapon was
known as “Guia,” “Ella,” “Pi-
dang” and “Emay.”

Arrested with the couple
was Gee-Ann Perez, 20, who
authorities said was a “staff”
of the CPP regional committee

+ in Negros, Cebu, Bohol and
Siquijor.

She and Lagtapon are facing
a murder and robbery case in
Cadiz City, Negros Qccidental
provinge.

Maj. Gen. Rhoderick Pa-
rayno, commander of * the
Army's 2nd Infantry Division,
said Fernandez was the subject
of four arrest warrants for
murder and multiple murder.

Guns, grenades
Senior Supt. Eleazar Matta,
‘Laguna police director, said
three .45-caliber pistols and
" three hand grenades were
seized from them, along with

cell phones and documents, in

ment on Negros Istand even by
military officials.

He remained mainstream
when many of his colleagues
joined the revisionist move-
ment in the 1990s that led to
the breakaway group, Revolu-

tionary Proletarian Army-Alex’

Boncayao Brigade, which later
entered into a peace agreement
with the governmentin2000.
“We caught the No, 1 big
fish of the CPP-NPA (New Peo-
ple’s Army} in Negros," said
Brig. Gen. Benedict Arevalo,
3o3rd Brigadeé commander in
Megros. This shows that CPP-
NPA members “cannot run
away from justice even for so
long. There is always a time for
reckoning, and justice will
eventnally be served,” he said.
According to the Army, Fer-
nandez was involved in the

2017 ambush by the NPA, the-

armed wing of the CPP, in ‘Gui-
hulngan City, Negros Oriental,

which resulted in the death of

six policemen and a civilian.

Army hospital

Kristina Conti of Public In-
terest Law Center and Karap-
atan said lawyers and family
members were barred from
seeing Fernandez, who had
been confined to the Army's
general hospital at Fort Bonifa-
cioin Taguig City.

Lt, Cok Demy Zagala, Army

troops ‘apt“re o

Atleast six consultants to the
Mational Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDFP) have been ar-
rested since President Duterte
signed Prociamation Mo, 360 in
Novembar 2017 terminating
peate tatks with the communist-
jed NDFP, '

Francisco “Frank” Fernandez,
71, spokesperson for the NDFP in
Negros and part of the 23-mem-
ber NDFP peaca panal, was ar-
rested with his wife, Cleofe Lag-
tapon, 66, on Sunday in Liliw, La-
guna province. Lagtapon was said
to have served as NDFP deputy
secretary for communications
and education in Negros, Cebuy,
Bohol and Siguijor,

On March 20, Ranante Gama-

‘va, 61, and retired priest Arturo

Joseph Balagat, 72, were arrested
in Balagat's house in Imus City,
Cavite province. Both were
charged with illegal possess:cm of

firearms and explosives.

Gamara, a former labor uhion
and urban poor organizer, was
part of the NDFP political and
constitutional reforms comemit-
tee'during the talks.

In 2018, four NDFP advisers
weve arrested,

Rey Casambre, 67, and his
wife, Patricia Cora, 72, were ar-
rested in Bacoor, Cavite, on Dec.
7, 2018, while in their car onthe -
basis of a warrant for murder and

--mnenthe-couplels-rented-apartment
at Barangay Calumpang.

The three underwent in-
quest proceedings at the Lagu-
na prosecutor’s office Monday
afternoon for violation of the
election gun ban.

Fernandez and his wife ar-
rived in Laguna in October but
settled in Liliw only in January,
Maita said.

He was seeking medical
treatment in the province, hu-
man rights group Karapatan
said, describing him as “sickly.”

Negros’ last ideotogue

For more than 30 years, ai-
thorities had been hunting
down Fernandez, considered
the “last of the true ideologues”
of the communist rebel move-
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The items seized from
Fernandez and his wife.

. . not

gicnal Trial Courtin Lupon,
Davae Oriental province.

spokesperson, said Fernandez
had told officers “he was not
feeling well" and was first
brought to Asian Medical Cen-
ter in Muntiniupa City. He and
his wife were later transferred

to the Army camp.
Zagala said the military was
giving Karapatan the

runaround to deny Fernandez

his rights to a counsel. “We

treated him well, put him in a
room—not a ward, and gave
him'medical attention,” he said.

Fernandez came from a
small town in Cebu and was as-
signed as priest to Negros. His

A3,

" Casambre is also the execu-
tive director of the private Philip-
pine Peace Centet, and his wifeis
atransiator for the group.

".On Nov. 8, 2018, Vicente Lad-
lad was arrested on illegal
firearms charges in a mitnight
raid on a house in Novaliches,
Quezon City. Police and military
operatives said they seijed from
tadlad and an elderly couple, Al-
barto and Virginia Villamor,
“high-powered firearms, ammuni-
tion, grenades and several sub-
versive documents.”

On Oct. 15,2018, Adelberto
Silva, 71, was arrested with four
othars in Santa Cruz, Laguna, by
members of the Crimjnal Investi-
gation and Detection Group for
alleged illegal possession of
firearms and explosives.

‘O Jan, 31,2018, Rafaei Baylo-

" sl and his companion, Rogue

Guitlerme Ji, were arrested

- -whilg waiting for & ridein Que-

zon City. They allegedly had two
A5-caliber pistols tucked in their
waists and a grenade in a bag of
red rice,

A yaar latar, the Quezon City
Regional Trial Court Branch 100
dismissed the charges against
Baylosis and Guillermo, saying
their arrest was illegal with the
state “failing to meet its burden
af proving their guilt beyond rea-
sonable doubt.” «—INQUIRER RE~

-aftempted-murderissued-by-a-Re-—-SEAREH-ING: e

Source: Inguirer Archives

last posting was at San Vicente
Ferrer Parish in Barangay An-
tipolo, Pontevedra town, Ne-
gros Occidental.

Pernandez was an activist
during his seminary.days. He
became a full-fledged rebel in
the 1980s.

San Carlos Bishop Gerardo
Alminaza satd he would pray
for the safety of Fernandez and
his two companions.

“] pray that their funda-
mental human rights are re-
spected even as they are made
to account for whatever they're
accused of," he added. INQ



ing hinterland villages in 1
towns in the southem i
l‘lE':S of clashes betw _en

ment troops and commumst
rebels. .., v

Lt Col. Slsenando Magl;;alot'_f
commandel of the Arimy’s 6ist -

Infantry. Battalion- {61IB), said-:
tourists should:avoid-the: mionns -

. tainous areas in thetowng of Ig=: -+ .+
baras, Miag-ao and SanJoaqain

asa‘precautionary measure,
- These areasin southernIlof-.
-lp-aré popular summer destinas
tions - for hiking; mountain

- trekking and spelunkmg
. Magbilot -~ said “elvilians |

could be displaced by gbvern-'_
ment offenisives against the

New People's Army (NPA),
"We are asking.- them to

avoid especially the areas where

the encounters have happened

and adjacent villagesbecauseof -
ongoing - operatlons‘ Magbalot_

- told. the Inquirer.

' gay Osorio Iin San Remiglo, An- "

dpainstao quqnprrpdgiwhebelswm

tigque, onMalchig o

D" Mareh Zo; a soldlel was
wounded ina flreflght at Baran-,
-gay: LacayDoldcl Igbaras,
In ‘a’statement, the NPA's..
‘Coronacion ; Chiva - “Waling:- -
Waling” 'Command belied - the
-military's report that .a. clash
erupted in Igbaras on Mal ch 17, .

Not rebels

The' rebel command said -
“none of itsmembers were in the
CATER anc_l denigdthat three rési-

dents—Robérto “Elamparo and -

~brothers ‘Ramon: and ‘Rupérto
Enar—who were -arrested by
soldiers, were rebels. _
- Repotts - said government

troops’ recovered improvised
ekplosive. dewces “from’ Elam-
paroshouse

" Last week, the poixce flled_
criminal complatntsin the loilo
provmt:lal prosecutor's office

NPA anniveréary _

He said-government {rogps
had been conducting operations
to disrupt rebel activities, espe-
cially: during the commemiora-
tion of the NPA’s soth found_ing
anniversary on March 2g, -

Troops under the 611B, w1th
the help of tracker dogs; have
been pursuing rebels after four
clashes since March17.

An NPA rebel was kifled in a
clash at Barangay Alimodias,
Miag-ao, on Sunday, the fourth
fivefight in Iloilo’ and ‘Antique

A3

cludmg the three residents of
- Mautangan viliage,

The complaints include llle-'-

~gal- possession of explosives,

multlple atternpted murderand
tllrect assault, .

But Joselito Echiverrta, vil-
lage chief of Maulangan; main-
tained thar those arrested were
farmers; : f

"Anybody who~ wants to
know ‘who these three are can
come to_our village and ask the -
Tesidents. We will tell you that
they. are not NPA rebels" .
Ethiverria told the Inqmrer NG
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-Fernandez, 71; his partner

Cleofe Lagtapon; 66, ‘satd-to

‘e the NPA's regional deputy
secretaty for communications .

and échication in Negros, and

Geen-Ann Perez, 20, regional

" communications staff; wete

yestetday L

“around B:lsar 7
National Police cliief Director

' apprehended at their hmleout

in Barangay: Calumpangat .

v, Philippine -

" rayiio, 2nd Infantry Division

commandet, saicl Fernandez

“1s the Sl‘(th NDF comultant
2 e,

General Oscar Albayalde said

aid three

RLC
b'tgs, three cell'phones and

TUSE: ports, which contamed

subversive naterials, were: -
recovered: from the am,poctq
II@ bdld the hre@ hce .

By EMMANUEL TUPAS?

A cunsultant of the Natiohal Democratic Fro
(NDF) and two New People’s Army (PA)- ofﬂmals
were arrested in Lxhw, Laguna ol !sunday :

"NDF consultant Francisco-

“and violation-of the Ommbus'
‘Election Code.

aggr essive.campaig i agambt”:' L

crimé; tertorism

“persons;’ i Aibayalde tbld a
briefing :

al

evet, wi herever:

the threatmay e, he gaid.

- Chief Supérintendent .

" Bdward Carvanza; Cala-
 barzon olice divector; said
TFernandez is a formier priest

charges for 1llegal poasusamn
of firearms and explosives .

s Carrest formurdern v -
“The operatlon that led i, “There wele a series of
to their avrest is part of our -

¢ vade ncst "

tLd ey

olice:chief of

y i July 20
~and the amibush of solcher
) e’ulter this year.

Re&mﬂa swa'mmﬁ@a*

.

5 NPA leaders surrendered to the
arayno gaitl 17
constiltants- who were 1,wcn Barangay Poblacion, Claveria,
safé concuict p'msu; rcmam at - Misanis Ouienlal last week, l
large. ‘ The surrenderees were L -
”'1 he govemmc,nt will l:e " identificd as Vice platoon lead-

- who has pending wattants-of -
Dperatmns oget him buthe ,

I'ernande? is tagged invthe

“ 58th: Infantry Battation (IB) in

t Cayz _
cader Rejie Cayasanand s

" wife Catherine, altas Em-Em, N
of the Novth Central Mind-
' _-_amo Regiohal Commitiee.

“This shows that NPA rebels '

" ave'tived and suffering in theit
'-orgammﬂons commucitfes

-are also'reporting on thetr pret;—
‘ence,” Lt, Col. Anthony Derilo -

of the 58th IB said,
Meanwhile, in:Samat, thc

-~ hilitary blamied NPA fuer-

rillas for” 01ches{1atmg
the evacuation of over 150

+ famnilies inBarangay Hagbay
“*gnd San Nicolas in San’ Jose
- de Buan also Jast weel.

Maj. Gen, Raul Fainacio, Bth

Tnfantr y Division commandes,
I M1san115 Olientai Eour.-

said the'evacuation oceurred
ag the rdbels harassed mem-
bers of a commumity support
progran keam. ~ Emmanuel
Tupas, Non Alqmtian, Ed
Amorose, Michael Punong-
bayan, Miriam Desacada’




‘Oscar Albayalde, chiefof the Philippine. -

' in the Negros provitices, The 20-year.

,____,%,,%__March 2519

" Policé and military’cp
rested a consultant of the ¢
|- Party of thie Philippine
|- Army:National Democ
{CPP:NPA-NDF) and:tw
cormmimist officials it a raid in Liliw,

-~

<,

Heptead woe

‘pedce

il

aound 5a.m. Monday, Director General

National Police: (PNP), said.. -~

Seized from them were three,
- handguns with various bullets, theee .
. hand fgrenades,_,va'fibus_.'dsi.é’l_iirfiéhﬁts‘j,’ )
" cellutar phones, a laptop, and several - d

USBs (Universal Serial Bus). .-
_ Officials said the 66-year old

Lagtapon is reportedly.a partner .
. of Fernandez. She is reportedly the

Regional Deputy for Communications
and Education of the NPA operating

old Perez, on the other hand, is a Re-
gional Communications Staff, Komite
Rehiyon-Negros, Ceby, Bohol, and

. Siquijor (KR-NCES). - -

S e-speration tirat-ted-to-their—after-he-complainod-o-chest. pains...

arvest is part of our aggressive cam-

paign against crime, terrorism and

" operation, Francisco Fernahdez, has -
standing arrest warrant for murder,”

wanted persons. The subject -of the

said Albayalde. :
Maj. Gen. Rhoderick Parayno,

. cornmanding general of the 2nd In-

fantry Division, said the 71-year-old
Fernandez and the two others are
currently under their custody..

Paayno said Fernandez is the’

gixth NDF consultant arrested since

Duterte decided not to talk anymore

mmunist rébels.

-with the ¢o
id-there. are 17

regional police, confirme
before he joined th NPA
“In the past; we hd

dozusedtoheapriestinNegros Tsland

‘In the _ t of opera-

. tions to. get hiim but he would always

evade arrest. There weie several

people arrested before. but they were
just look-a-like,” said Carranza.

. Carranza said Fernandez is cur-

_rently. confined at an Army hospital

after-the arrest. -~ e
“He i ar ol man.so we understand

his situation. But the arrest warrants.
will be returned to the court that issued -

" them,” said Carranza,- -
Rased on their background check,
Carranza said Fernandez has four
standing afrest warrants for murder
Fernandez also serves as spokes-

(man for NPA operating in Negros and

the deputy secretary for the organiza--
tion. _
Why Laguna
Fernandez is the second top leader

. of NPA arrested in Laguna in‘recent |

" months, according to Senior Supt. |
. Eleazar Matta, director of the Laguna ?
_ Provincial Police. L

bayalde.

o
oy pe B

MANILA: BULLETIN ™——

THE NATHIK'S LEAGING RYWHAFLA

una, Mondaymorting, .~ .
rancisco Fernandez, who used to .
i NDI* consultant in the botched
egotiations with the govern-
. 1men .Cleofe Lagtapon; and-Geg
"Peres were avrested when ‘soldiers
the 202nd Brigade and pelicemen .
ped.down on theformer’s o
lairin Barangay Calumpang at >89

-Ahn

- He said Laguna seems to be'the -

- favorite hiding placeof thé communist -
- ‘tebels due to continuously increasing |

population in the province, aside from
the Fact that residents are getting -

© used to presence of strangers die to -
-migration; o

““They have all they heed in La-

' guna. They also _-px_'efex" the province
“probably due toits strategic Tocation,”
-gaid Matta, C '

‘Laguna is near the mountainous
avea.of Quezon province.
SR Political links . v
. Alhayalde said all the documents
and other items seized from Fernan-
dez will be turned overto the military
0 checl on their intelligence value,

Among them, he said, are the Jap-

"~ top and the USBs:

wrhe military intelligenee will
chieck on them. We also would like
to find out if they have connections
with some candidates based on the
documents that would he extracted
from the laptop and USBs;” said Al-

The Department of the Interior
and Local Government had earlier
said'that they are monitoring various
ve-clectionist and candidates who are

* supporting the NPA.




,_f-By AARON RECUENCO

Jaint palice and mllitary operahves = Nedros |
-have afrested & National Democtatle - *Fha 20
Front. (NDF) peace consuftarit’and. "-other
_;two leaders of the New People’s Armyg- ‘Con
(NPAYAn a'raid-in Lilw, Laguna.. .
irectorGeneralOscarAlhaya g
'fthe Phiflipplne: National Pofice:

Fernandez - at around 5 a.m, n s
.Barangay Caiumpang SO .

"Asitle-from Fernandez; who used: - Gafrad from: those arrested He-
to be a consulant for the NDF be- -cording to Albayalde, were three . naridez usedto be a priestiri Negros
fore it was terminated by President  handguns with various. buliets, three. - Isiand before he joined the NPA; -
‘Duterte, also ‘nabbed were- ‘Cleofe _ hanid grenades, various doctrmen
Lagtapon and Gee-Amn-Perez. * . cellylar phanes, & laptop.and: severali
| The 66-year-old Lagtapon is- .1USBs.
reportedly a partner of Fernandez, - “Mal: Gen. -Rhodarick: Parayno, "people arrested befora it they were
: She s reportedly the Regional -.commandmg general of the 2ndin-. ust look- a-hke,”sald Carranza

Lagung; Batangas,”

L ezon)
reglonal-pollee; confired that Fer-.

DMvthepast; we'had dlotof opera- |
tions to get. him Biit he would:always -
“-evade arrest.” There ware several-,
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17 pang] ' NDF consultant sus

Labingpito pang

sonstiltant-hg -Mational :nabl
. Democratic Frent ang - pas:
susimodnang: aarestuhln
g secirity. forces: mata—
. pesnamang ‘iuldiikanina:
i i Pangulong ‘Rodr igo
‘Duterts.ang usapang: 17 pasang
- pakikipaghkapayapaan: -pihaghaha
wq Communist Party™ - 1diniih.

- of tha, Phlllppmas-New-: dahl
.-_PeaplesArmy»N Foo o
L nAyen ke Ma;a iGe-’
-n:arai Rhoderick Paray:
no, Commandet ‘ng":ay wala
Zmi infantry ‘Division. ng-.
._Phllrppme AP, 23 NDE- nasabing mgal BF Cen
U slltants. -

: “sakote ay angd ing pari
ng-naging top NPA-lar-

ronst at NiF consultant -

“na si-Frark Ferandez
"alyas Ka Ago hg i NPA
~Komiteng: Helilyon: Nes
gros-na. nabitag: sa raid
-.saisafahouge.ngrgaiit
'sa Brgy. ‘Calumpang:.

pagitan ng hangg?nan- :
t

kahépon ng . Dlocese ng..
e e AMUS hAWalBNGE kALY

“nayan:-at-hindl -naging
bahagi ng djosisangre:
tiréidong; pari:na inaresto- .
_at inakusahang kaanib

“ng NDEP.
Ayon kay Imus, Ca-

vite B;shop Heynaldo _

g
neksyon sa kanilang
osasis siretiredFr A

Gonference of: the Phlllp

e nang: bisa, anhg - mag:
safe: conduct yass ng:

nguh::ng Piterte na surau-
gosasyon pasa CPP-
ané pégpabahwa

nagniPengulongDuterte
sa-harap ng, libu-liborg:

“palitical- supporters. ng

DP:Labanhiabang nag:

lluyan ang negosasyon sa
‘pamamagitan ng pagbu-
way Sagavernment peace

" penel-dahil walang mara-

rating ang negosasyon
sapagkat_hindi-sinsero
ang kabitang panig. {RLidy
Andal, Joy Cantos at- De-
15 Francha)

slista, watang

diyo

uro: Balagat dahil mata- -
itong: nag-serblsw a8

pcese, ng. Ban. Ber:

fawa g fally Saisang
-Urivarsity.gyin.sa: ‘Baran-.
. gay ‘Lapasan, -Cagayan
“de Oro City kamakalawa

+ - giriabi. pa:ng: chairs "
- ‘iaring Catholic Bishaps * -

ko na Siyahg maklpaq- :

- mutoi ia niya-hang-tu-

T

Y
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% s_ikatékdang ares-
19 Juhini ng aniga oto-
N ridad ang: nasa 17

pang mga consultans ng
- National Dernoeratic Front

(NDF) 'matdpos tullutkan.-
~na i Pangulong Rodrigo-

Duterie ang-peace talks sa
hanay ngCPP-NPA-NDI

.~ SinabiniMajor General

Rhoderick Parayno, Com-
munderng Avny’s 2 Infan-
try Division, nasa-23 NDF

consulianis ang nahigyan ng,

safe conduct pass ng pana-

Dalaannakungsaanayanim J
1 ang magkakasunod. na

nilang pinaghabhanap:. - -

it prssng mga‘nasabing: .
NI consultants-matapo
- nat-uldukan. i Pangulong..

’aljilang:salz'mgaliina.-

“leaderstip. 1
" nation:ofthe- edce - talls;
“yRuigm stalks:

nasakate ng. security forces |
at nasg 17 pa ang pawloy:

Wilniaat Benito Tiamzol,

‘Ayon kay. Parayno, -na .. . even: the-cons ) - Pinakatiyl 'sa.mga né-
walanig bisa ang safo con, - think the g ay.ang dating pasi na

Duterte ang ang: peace-talks 7 nite huyor
sa hianay ng komunistang Negros - na nabitag: sa raid

: ‘sa safehouse ng mga ito sa
P kR

pedce: talks”,
‘pa sinabifig mas pabor ang:
mgaground commendets at
miyermbro ng. NPA salocal -

gawpo. o
“This will definitely B8
have an impact on thelr-

- Bigy Caliimpang $a.pagi-
tan
initing na NDF Consul- b
tants Ay ang-mag-asawang - Kasal
i, - opisyal”
. Cleofe Lagtapo 66; at Gee-
At Perz20,
b 5 Femandez dy.neka- |
nk * confine sa Aitmy Hospilal so
" Fort Bonificio, Taguig City

ligganan-byg: mga
Ll at Nageadan
ng; dalawa pang
g WNPA .1 sina

matapos itong duinging ng
paninikip ng dibtlib nang
maspkote g sécnity forees.
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- government agernicie
. the National Task Fosce:

© - Comnyunist Party-of fhe .
- Philippines (CPP) founding
- chairman Jose Ma. Sigon ™ -
. should be charged with

to Bnd Local Communist.
Armed Conflict, are- ..

wotking for the indictment =
of Mz Sison and his.. .~
+ cohorts,” Afmed Forces of
- the Philippines spokesman. -

Brig, Gen. Edgard Arevalo’

. said yesterday.

. Arevalo said the CPP dnd -

" its armed wing, the New -

People’s Army (NPAY, must

- be held-accountable for the -
- murder of thousands:of their -

 ‘comrades.on suspicion of

'~ being:military informants or

these whe have expressed
their deésire to'go back o
mainstreamsociety. |1
However, he said it is up-
to-the political leadership to

. decide on whether to request -

_for Sison’s extradition,

- Meanwhile, Interior

ot NPArebely and their

- 5
orism
etary Eduardo Afio -,
ittled: Sigon's threar .+ - -
intensified attacksin * .
to-the govermmnent's
on of peace talks

: declaration
is proof that Sisori s “very - -

i - detached” from reality
__and unaware of the actual
“situationon the ground. |

§ nIntwg __yéal'S tim(:’-‘;'-fﬂpos :

.. -naitong CPP-NPA.... He's

-very irrelevant. Better for him

- to-come-home,” Ao said,
' “Hesgaid Sisonis. -
- “dreaming” whenhe claimed
.the NPA is still a-potent... -

force when it has-only 3,700 -

regular mempbers hationwide,

-+ Hesaid the number

supporters is expected ?/D
to furtherdwindleas
the government piirsues

“Iocalized:peace talks; -

- "Wedre putting.and -+
‘delivering services to their
affected ateas, that is'the
- differerice now,” Afio said.

- Michae! Punongbayan,-

Emmanuel Tupas .

¥
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Vpeace ta]ks séent to be workmg wellf
“as the number of New People’s Army
'_Vjﬁghters and supporters who' have sur-

Heials: saldl'Monday
A8 fonny; annoying ahd. p1t1ﬁ;l to'
'_hear Sison because lie always says-that
local peace talks are just g ivaste of
time and people’s money because they
- won't succeed,” said Armed Forces of
the, Philippines spokesmian Br:g Gen,
‘.Edgal'd -Arévalo, speaking in- Flllpmo
over radio- dwiZ. “The: mere: fact that
he continues to speak ill.of this kind of
. peace negot;atmn Just showa that this is e
bearmgﬁmt e s i Next page e

AF P"f -'

*“‘The numbers do not lie. As we
have said; over.11,000 of their com- -
rades have surrendered smce January -

: of 2018,” he added. :
©. . Arevalo said that for the first three .
-months 0f 2019, sbout 600 NPA fight- |
ers_and’ supporters ‘have surrende:ed
fo government troops. )
" “They have realized that they have
j been deceivedand have descended from
i ‘their mountain_ hideotts to- rejom ‘thiir
I s Eppitiegsavail-of -govertiiveie b~
‘ and live normal lives,” he said,
- Government efforts. to aid rebels
and supporters who surrender are con-
tained in the government’s Enhanced
- Comprehensive Local Integ:atmu Pro-
gram (E-CLIP), - .
© The E- CLIP which - was. insti-
tutlonahzed by President Rodrigo -
Duterte oni April 3,2018, piovides a
complete package ‘of assistance and
interventions to former communist
Crebels and their immediate families
to.-prepare. them- for mteg‘ration to”
mainstream, society. . .
“These' include ' skills development
trammg from the Technical Education
and .-Skills. Developinent - Authority,
~ PhilHealth enrdliment, housing, live-
| lihood and legal assistance.

o




- gigonethreats are plain and siniple

©UIna statement
ing, Sison said that th

frosrate the adminisjation

“most brutal, corript nd drug-trad-
ihg officials” in thecities:
Defense’ Secretary’. Delfin- Loren-
zana alsomade fight of Sison’y threat.
¥ Iatiaha;. tethal blows? With “what’
and how? His men whio are: tired:-of
“his lies are ¢oming dowl in droves 1o, '
avail-of the bensfits being offered by

- thie’ goverfiment;” Lorenzana told the
- Manila Standard. . - R

to. being-terrorist extortionists devoid -
with any ideology will continue {0 ex-.
tort; burn equipment and ambush sol-
digrs andiolicemen,” he said: “That
s thie‘only thifig:tfiey could do how.”
“‘Ranlier :this year, -Sison;: said-over-
irowing - the - government remains
their top priority, vowing to strength-
en the CPP’s armed wing.
} “The National Demociatic Front. of
the:Philippines is:authorized to. be open

' _'"t'c;;;;p_eace*neg@tiaﬁmm%ith@ﬂwacumm;. .

and prospective regime of thie:reaction-
‘afy government,. but its: principal work
npw s to work for the ouster of the Du-.
térte regitne;” Sison said in Jannary.

: Troops in.the. cquntrys_idej are more
than ready to face any attacks by, rem-

d

riants of the NPA, who-are now des-
perate due to the government’s - deci-
sion to. pexmanently terminate the:
fieace talks with their political leadets,
the head of the AFP public affairs of-
fice, Col, Noel Detoyato, said.
7*“Our {roops -are -already given in-.
- gjructions and we:are actually in the
offenstve in running aftet theirarmed
group and theiy fronts organizations,”
Detoyato. - said- ‘Monday. Francisco
Tuyay, PNA® '

3
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Duterte on
~ peace talks:
J | surrendered’

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR
and VIG‘I'OR REYES

'_iPRESIDENT Dutette on Sunday .
night said he “surrendered” in the

peace efforts with the Communist
Party of the Philippines-New
People’s Army-National Demo-
cratic Front of the I’hlhppmes
(CPP-NPA-NDFP),

He said he formally terminated
the peace : efforts because these had
become “useless”

The President, speal(mg at the
PDP-Laban campaign rally in

- Cagayan:de Oro;said the-commu--
nist war has been going on for 53
" yeats despite peace effolts by the
. Lgoverfiment,

CNWieh: the NPA-;, Tram the one
who surrendered, I said Twill stop
talking to them hecause it is really
useless. We have been talking for
the last 30 yeats, And they have
been trying to dwtmy the legiti-
mate government since 53 years

ago. We will never achieve anything

out of it;” e said ity mixed Fngiish,
Filipine and Visayan.

He added that after:53 years of
fighting, nothing good had resulted
from it; which is why he ordeted

milieaty w1l ponce Wput et

" o PEAGE S Page 13
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-end to conenunist atyocities within
- his term,
“1 told the soldiers and the

police, Let’s finish this, It’s either -

‘we surrender or they do. It's either
“they'll defeat ns or we’ll defeat
. them’,” the President said.

Dutette, last week at the Agmy

‘anniversary, announced he is
terminating the peace talks with
the communist leadership and his
-government would now focus on
“localized talks,

- The Armed Forces said CPP

~foundet Jose Matia Sison and his

“cohorts should be held account-
-able for the killing of over 80,000
“people duting their 50-year rebel-
“lion now that the peace tatks with

_:the communist have been perma-

‘nently ended.
. AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
-Edgard Atevalo said the military,

" “under ‘the secently-formed Na-

“tional Task Force to End Local
‘Communist Armed Coaflice, “is

working for the mdtctment of M.
Sison and his cohorts” ‘
Sison, who has been on self-exile
in the Nethetlands since the late
19805, is also the chief political
consultant of the NDFF. _
“They must be held to answer fot
the murder of thousands of their

comeades on-thete suspicion of
being: lmhmry mformants or [rmvc__

expressed desire to go back to main-
streatn. The mamber of theitvictims,

to include non-combatant civilians,

childten, and the eidetly reached
more tha! 80,000 duming CPP's 50
menacing years,” said Arevalo,
Many of the deaths were attrib-
uted to the putging ot * ckeansi'ng
operations by the NPA in the 80s
and 90s. The purges wete done by
the communists on suspicion that

theit ranks had been intilteated by

militaty agents.
Some communist leadets have

been charged.in court for the.op--
" erations, including Satur Ocampo. . -

and Luis Jalandoni,
A consultant of the NDFP,

another NPA leader, and a staff

member were artested in Nagear-

Tan town in Laguna on Sunday.

Francisco QbedaFernandez, 71,
a former priest; Cleofe. Sabadisto
Lagtapon, 66, deputyisecretary for’
commanication and education of
the NPA in Negros; and Gee-ann
Perez, 20, a-staff membet of Lag-
tapon, were tabbed during a raid.
by soldiets and policemen on their
safe house in Barangay Calumpang,
Brig: Gen. Arnulfo Marcelo Bur-
gos;, commander of the Ary’s
202nd Brigade, said Fernandez and
Lagtapon were attested by virme of
warrant for muedes. Fle sail Perezwas ~
also nabbed because of the firearms
and grenades seized from the group.
The Army’s 2nd Infantey Divi-
sion said Pernandez, who carties

the aliases Frank, Ago, Uloy, Pidong.
and Andot, is the highest NPA

leader in Negtos, being the head

- of the Kemiteng Rehiyon Negros.

JFeinandez is also.the chairman
and spokesman of the NDFP in
MNegros and serves a consultant of

“the NDFR

Lagtapon alias Guia, Blla,

. Pidang, and Emay is réportedly

Fernandez” wife:

23
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The: mumcxpral peac

E icquncxl of Dona- Remedl

' 1ppmes—New Peuple ] Army (CP_P NPA),

Terr oustq persona ron.grata.

The pt oposal for.a resolution; came:
- froti the Army’s 48th Tnfante yBattahon.
- (48th IB) which is based.in Bulacan. .-
. Lt, Col. Felix. Emeterio M- Valdez,_- .
. acting commanding officer:of the 48th
1B, proposcd theideadur mgthe Muthic-
“ipal Peace and Order Councn! (MP
~ of PRTlast March 12, 2019,
75 ThigiswhelGwe eomea step clusm o
' »..to the lasting peace we:aim for. The dec-
- laration speaks in behalf of the people of
‘DRT thait theyare veady toembrace the: .-
" “lasting:peace-for sustainable-develop-
: menl, in the years to. come,” Valdez said, -
The MPOC meeting wasprs esided by
Mayor Ronaldo T Flores, It was attend- -
ed by the differ ent depan Lment heads of .

OG_)

stltutmnahz.mg the-wholé-of-nation
approach.in attammg mc!usnve and

. ;sustainable peace; creatmg & hational

taskfm'ce to end Toealcommunist aried

- conflict, and’ ditecting the a&ptmn ofa
natmnal peace framework.

‘Maj..Gen, Lenard T Agusting,. com-....
mander of the. Seventh Infantry (Kaug-

_nay) Division, emphiasized that the whole-

~of: natlon appmach ntarks: the ‘start of a,

-+ -tiew-campaign fo-end the: insurgency.

*. “And these who' religiously prachce
this approach give the people-a chance-’

“tohavehetter andmore peaceful hves
_Agubtmsatd o S

wit eMemm'andum reularNG; 2018
it ofthe Departmcnt of the Interior and

L Local Government (DILG withthe Stb-

. Ject Prohibition of Support to Left ng

" Rebel Group, and Executive Order No..
o
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Y ROY D.R. NARRA AND ROSELLE AQUINO

said‘on’ Monday

Ano said the arrest of N DF ol |
sultants and the success of lecahzed :

peace talks would bamsh commu-

* ‘nistgroupsto oblivionin two years.

“Intwoyeary' time, the [CPP-NPA-

NDF} will be over and Joma [Sison]is
“already ouit of tonch, He's very irrele-

.vant; Bettér-for hiim to corie hiome,”
he saidin Filipino and Enghsh

Sison,. CPP founder, is 1n-exile -

in The Netherlands,

Afio said members and sympa:.
 thizets of the.communist groups
-'*were “tired* of theirantics agamst

the governiment. -
“I-thinik everyone believes that

" the CPP-NPA should be finished -

and. they are tired from burning

" materials and kilting people. This
is the time to end them so that the

next administration would -not
have to.deal with them,” he said.

Afio. made the statement in
‘response to Sison’s claim that the
NPA had strong forces in various
regions nationwide, and it-would'
. be difficult for the military and
polme to fight them.

"It is impossible for the reac-
" tionary-military, police and para-

nnhtary forces to defeat the NPA |

-8~ National Democratic Front (CP} :
NDF) would be “finished” in 2021, Interior . g,
_nd Local Government Secretary Eduardo e

.'-:HE Communrst Party of the_:i:"'
Philippines-New People’s ‘Army- _f

P-NPA

.thtough sheer. mlhtaryoperatxons i
" and piierile psywar. The NPA -
+already has riationwide strength
“and is deeply rooted among the.

toiling masses. It occupies almast

all the strategic areas favorablefor -
“guenilta. warfate inr the stage of
_ strategic defenisive and for the Pro-. -
) specnve regular mobile warfare in

' for niurdet chargeS’

Chlef Supt: Edward Carran- :
L “‘moréthan 10 :

Brig. Gen. Bdgaid Avevalo;

‘Armed: Forces of the Philippines

Rlzal-and Quezon)
, -regnonal dlrector, said the drrest
-of thie:suspects, who wer¢ hiolding -
*keyrebel positions, “would gteatly
affect the CPP-NPA leadership.
Fernandez reportedly serves
4 the spokesman of th PA m'“‘

. Negros-and the deputy secretary 3
G o -fer thie organization.” '

But Afio’ dared: Slson t@ come: -

" hometowitnessthe arrestof some ¥

hrgh rankmg cemmumst rebels,

..captured were_'. )

Ofithe 23 NBE consdltants ;
released to-attend peace negotia-

tionsin: Norway in. 2016, six have :
* been: rearrestqd

ne Natlonai Pollce

The Phlllpp
' ‘CPP leaders Rafael

:"_.:Bayloms, Vicente Ladiad, Rey Claro -
'Casamber and Rénante:Gamara. -

Thiere' are about 3,700 regular;

' 'members of the CPP-NPA: NDI- and :

00 suppotters.

spokesman; earlier satd morethan

‘ 11,000 NPA; rnembets, supporters
- and sympatlnzers had: left their -

h1de0uts an 's’urrendered to the

'govemment K} 3

E:
-] Memhers of the Natlonal

P et AN AT
PR D0 2 S o
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By qu_még_T. G_aaﬁi_l o

with the entire Mindanao re-
gion aiready declared by the
Commission on Elections {Com-
elec) a Red election area “of
grave concern,” the number of
areas placed under the highest
category of poll hot spots has
jumped from anly 94 last month
natlonmde t0 570.

. At a press briefing in Camp
Crame, Quezon City, on Monday,
Philippine National Police Direc-
tor General Oscar Albayalde said
that of the 941 election hot spots

know, there were also those
who opposed the BOL,” Albay-
alde said.

Areas placed under the Yel-
low category are those with a
history of election-related vio-

and intense political rivalry.
These areas had been previousty
placed under Comelec control.
Areas under the Orange cate-
gory include places where there
is a serious armed threat from the
New People’s Army, Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Pighters, Abu
Sayyaf, rogue elements of the
Moro National Liberation Front

concern”

under various categorles nation-
wide,. only two—Cotabato City
and Daraga town in Albay
province—had been placed un-
der Comelec control.

The Comelec last week de-
cided to place 454 towns and
cities in 27 provinces in Min-
danao as “areas of grave con-
cern.”

It also reduced the number
of Orange areas of "immediate
nationwide to 238
from 382 and Yellow “areas of
concern” to 131 from. 223 last
month.

Aibayalde said he beheved

and Moro Islamic Liberation
Front, and other terror groups.

Private armed groups
As of March 20, 118 Red elec-
tion areas were identified.in the

-
that-the Comelec just wanted
“to ensure that the deployment
of [police] personnel [in Min-
danao} was enough.”

Police deployment
Police deployment wiil be
“realigned” with the new devel-
oprnent, he said. '
“It's not necessarily that the
Red areas of grave concern are

unruly. We know the [Rang-..

samoro Organic Law  {BOL)]
piebiscites had just been con-
ducted in Mindanao. We just
want. to ensure peaceful elac-
tions [there} because as we all

Rizal and Quezon), four each in
Central Luzon and Western
Visayas, two in Cagayan Valley
and one in Central Visayas.
Meanwhile, Albayalde said
the police would intensify oper-

_lence in_the last two elections.Autonemeus-Region-in-Mushn

Mindanao, 93 in nerthern Min-
danao, 73 in-Caraga, 72 on the
Zamboanga Peninsula, 49 each
in the Davao region and Socc-
sksargen (South Cotabato, Cota-
bato, Suitan Kudarat, Sarangani
and General Santos), 45 in Bast-
ern Visayas, 28 in Cordillera re-
gion, 21 in Bicol, five in Calabar-
zon {Cavite, Laguna, Batangas,

atioms—agatst privaté armed
groups and loose firearms in
preparation for the start of the
campaign period for the local
elections on March 2g. %?

“Based on historical’ data
[from] previous elections, elec-
tion-related incidents resulting
from intense political rivalry
are expected to escalate during
this period,” he said. INQ



. AbU Sayyaf "[The Abu Sayy ally patterned after the {18} .
violent world. There are hombings everywhere even insidethe ﬁg
. ¢hurch. Thereare plentyof massacres; tgo,” the President said in

Vigayan. The government, ‘Hié admitted; has notheeiiable tototally -
- defeat the terrorist groups. “We have never gonepast that huge bar-"
" rier. And I donot think: thatT wouid heable to'solve it during the last
remaming three years of myterim. But ! amtrying my-best1o reduce
it to the barest mmimum \pos ie i Mr Duterte iid, - --f.nuuem AURELIO

7y



- administrator, said the declaration canie
through a resolution passed onMarch 19 -
~ by the Sanggumang Panlalaw1gan
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- EIng Abdulrahman Asim, provi

""',.thelr Tuesday sessi0 ) :
findings of an-assessmes: body,_ nithe
extent of droughturelated ‘damages’

i vmczal government of- Magu-
L indanao has declared a state:

¥ of calamity aftef a four- office ..

" assessment: report showed that: gome

_ P130-malhonworthofcmps andlivestock .

have been damaged in the ongoingdry ..

‘spell officials announced Monday,

HETO8S Magumdanao,” Aalm told The
Manita Builetin: -

‘As/of March 11 the consohdated :
* ‘reportsof the. officesiof the provincial di-
3 sastemskteductmnmanagement,social-.
- welfare arid development, agriculture, -
and: vetermary showed: ‘at Jeast P130--

L 36 towiis in Magumdanao As:m said..

The’ damage mcluded B50-million

in worth of rice-farms; P70-million corn
- fields anith-the death-of-324: hvest_ock, S

mostly cows and:goats, he said.,

" Asim said the'brunt of dry spell was
' felt.in the towns of Paglat and Datu Pa-.
" glds, whose Sangguniang; Bayans have

earlier declaled mlmrmpal !evel states:

of calamity

GOV B Esmael Mangudadatu or dered-

the conduct of the “synchronized”. as-

" -sessment by the four provincial offices

_ sphemc Geophysmal and Astmnommal '

Services: Administration (Pagasa) an-
nounced on March 6 that the provinces

of llocos: Norte, Zamboanga Del Sur, -
‘Zamboanga Sibugay, Maguindanao,

and Sulu had started experiencing

meteorological dwught as early as: last 7

February. - -
Pagasa officials, pr edlcted that the

dryspellwould worsenin April and cover
‘2.2 other provinces in the-country. °

Wiangudadatuemphasized to his con-

o 'mﬂhon worth of dmughtdamages in2e of e

' other food cropb to cuslnon the effect of .

'dry spel!s oIt every. househiolds. )

- News about Mangudadatu's.back-
yard gardemng advocacy sparked dis-
.cussions in.other component provinces
.ofthe Bangsamoro. Autononous] gwn
in:Muglim Mindanao. (BARMM). ;

Pacebook posts that-dozens of house-
holdsin Ditsaan-Ramain, the hometown

of Lango.del Sur Gov: Soraya Alonto-

Adiong had started opening backyard

fituents the need to davelop and sustaii

backyard ga1demng for végetables and -

- A Maranao womei's group sald in

a few days’ after. the Philippine. Atino-

i

T e
¥

-to be felt in their province.

“gardens Hecauss sigitsnidrought began s
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. pro-islamic:State tertor group, mili-
_ 'rjtary-ofﬁcial's.saidQn__Mt)nday. '
.+ /Citing an intelligence report,

mifitary. officials claimed that three |
*  bandits were killed in Sindayand |
*-Monday's -clashes; but soldiers y K
failodh to: reciiver bodies of the slain -
andits. N soldiers were reported |
oufided 1_1ed-s'1_11_~tlfxe=ﬂghti_ngron‘ 1

()

thedsland, <1 o e e
. |- Col; Getry. Besana, Western
- ' Com). spokesmar; said Matines.¢

- Sayyafrebelsinder the supervision of
¢ subleader MajirAtikin Simisalsland.
‘. #The exchange of fire that lasted

‘fora less than five minutes, resulted:
in three enemies kilted based onan.

in'telligénce-répbrt,}sf-}bile-no,casdalty
" was repqrtéd’cm;t_h_g_,gavenlméntside.
! Military troops imediately pursued

o j;meiﬂeging-baﬂdils,’;!;Besana‘s_aid._, o

—syyliifeconducting pussmt-op=-

{S;ﬁhv‘iwﬁéi‘e?'s;éaﬂity:fqrc_esafe-li;igiung-_ .

= . n- b
;..téﬂntﬂedafaboht?iSB_a.m.ﬂ;é_Abu

_ ;'erati_or'iséat 802 am: troops.of the
" Marine Battalion Landing Team:1
chanced-upon the flecing banditsa

H

few meters away fiom the fist en-. |

“counter site, Aninterniitient fivefight =

that fasted for about 20 roinutes fol-

lowed," said Lt. Gen; Awmel Dela Vega;
WestMinCom-chief.

Tiie Abu Sayyaf was stilt holding

nearly a dozen mostly Malagsian

and Indonesian fishers kidnapped

for ransom: off Sabah, Malaysia.

" They have: recently threatened to

Lexecute three: captives if ransoms

running into tens of millions of

" pesos were ot paid. by Jakarta or

%Cf Kuala Lumpur. No deadline was

- set for the execution of the £Wo

* Indonesians and a Malaysian fisher.

?(\_ ALJACINTO AND

"} DEMPSEY REVES
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";=s\ie]ano (PL, Magdal
- PregidentDiterte rmdc the dlaclc
o <.d'lvhstv,’eckduungﬂ it i

' PDP—] almn in Mmlqm City

“ofilegi ators'-md local of ficials.

feck the Taeasure’ hopmg :h( S

ill eventiuilly agree to conveneras axons
bly with them to:ameénd the Constitu-
Acasute temuing pending ae the Senme. -

“the, ¢l1lft 16 cckmhsm

DUTERTE

divided into federal states with. theit respective

. lﬂEl‘ilqtuLes._ami,lacaLgov.e.mmcntsébut-‘mll——«beu 2@»’1»3—att-1ck—on—=2ztmbr;ang-r(kty\vi’réfeﬂle e

retain the curtent system of having a national
government with an Executive, Legislative and
Judicial branches.

Alejano, however, said the country’s self-sus-
tainability should precede the call for autonomy
and “this is not the time to put the conntry in
jeopardy because of the push for federalism,”

"Remember that there is strong evidence
against a shift to federalism as only NCR, Re-

L+ L The shiftto a federal f(mn of government vas -
 ofie of Duterte’§campaign promises, Durerte has.
. been dcivomtmg foL a shlﬂ: t federalism: wlnch _

gion I'V-A, and Region 11T would thrive under
this set-up,” he said.
The MNLF was tesponsible for the Septem-

secessionists tried to taise their flags in their
quest for independence, _
Authorities have said the three-week conflict re-
sulted ity the death of About 200 MNLF menand the
capture of 300 others. 'The fighting also claimed the
lives of dozens of governtnent troops and civilians,
The MNLF now has at least two major
factions, one led by Misuari and the other by
incumbent MINLE chaittan Yusuf Jikiri.

T R e S R 2 e

¢ pioposed se!:up, the conntry will be. -
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* Opposition bets still believe in Aquino ‘magic’

BY WENDELL VIGILIA

MANNA from heaven ot @ Tess

of death?. .
Otso Diretso senatorial can-

didates strongly believe their
" chances will significantly improve.
 if former President Benigho
““Simicon “Noynoy™ Aquihe Tl

will accompany them in the cam-
paign teail. - S

presidentis still a powerful political
force especially in Cebu,” fofmer
solicitor general Flogin Hilbay told
reporters in Mandaue City, “And

so0, we are trying to collate all the -
forces of the opposition to be able

OPPOSITION
gan Forum?” this afternoon at the
Southwest University in Cebu City.

He will also accompany the op-
position slate at the IEC Conven-
tion Center in the evening where
they will be met with ailies and
supportets.

The opposition bets are bank-
ing on Aquino’s political strength

“and influence even if, Roxas, his
“unointed” candidate in the 2016
presidential clections, badly lost to

- detiat

e believe that the formet

. to project strength. What's impor-

tant:is:for: the former president

o wecompany s hécause he was

- strong i Cebw (When he'ran: for

presidend).” -
Hilbay and’ fellow opposition
ial. candidates Samira Gu-,

toc; fosmer Quézon T

. Pin? Tafiada; and-human rights-
“lawyer-Chel Diokno! are:iny the

“votestich province for a two-day
Campaign schedule. 7 :
 Yesterday, they held multi-sec-
toral dialogyes in Barangay Labo-
gon in Mandaue City and Barangay

= Pulpogan-in -Consolacion town

-heforeattending an election forum
- at.the University of San Catlos.

olenzo

Thisis the second time for the
Otso- Ditetso slate to" visit Cebu,
which liasa total of 3,082,621 vot-
ets; comprisiog sotne-five percent
of the'total vote, = =7

. Aquino is expected: to accoim-
pany. the: opposition bets:in theit
campaign-sortie today to boost

“theii chances since out-of the
eight candidates, only two—formet
interior secretary Manuel “Mas”
Roxas 1T ard Sen. Paolo Benigno
“Bam” Aquino — are known to
many volers.

Aquing:will
dates a5 they attend:

‘g along His candi-
‘the “Manindi--

Adtion Force (SAF) were killed.

He said the atlegations against
the former president has yet to be
heard and decided it court “30 it
will all depend on the evidence tha
will be presented.

“We'll just-leave it to the courts
to decide. Until the coutts decide
(against him), the former president
remains innocent and it will prove
that what he had was country’s in-
terest in mind and his track recotd
will prove that,” Taftada said.

Tafiada ‘said Cebu was one of

Mandave City Mayor: Luigl
Quisurmbing, 2 former LP membet,
has endotsed the administeation’s
Hugpong ng Pagbabago senato-
tial slate while Cebu City Mayor
Tommy Osmefia has yet to endotse
the opposition slate until now..

Gutoc, a civic leaderin wat-torn
Marawi City, said Otso. Ditetso
bets have to he given a chance
based on theit track recosds.

“We were victims of (former
president now Manila Mayor Jo-

- seph) Erap’s (Estrada) all-out wax

then Tavae Clty smayor and now
President Rodrigo Duterte who
received more than P1.1 million’
votes in Cebu in 2016.

Roxas, who has been mostly
campaigning on his own, Is among
the eight senatorial bets of the
opposition. ‘

Taiiada said the Otso Diretso
slate does not consider the con-

- troversies hounding Aquino as an
extra baggage for them, particu-
larly the case he is facing fot the
2015 Mamasapano massacre whete
44 membess of the PNP-Special

flie proviness that helped seal the
victoty for Aquino in 2010 since
he received a million votes in the
province. -

“(Former) president Noynoy
Aquino won by ahuge margin hege
in 2010 and we've identified Cebuas
oneof the provinces thatcan-deliver
votes for Otso Diretso,” he said,

Arnid its candidates’ optimism,
the opposition’s campaign is cleatly
an uphill battle since the former
Liberat Party has alteady lost many
of its allies who have joined the
ruling PDP-Laban,

tapaitistelicMoro- Tstamic-Titrera:
tion Front) and (former president
and now. Speaker) Gloria Attoyo’s
(alleged graft and) corxuption. Pres-
iderit Duterte has to account for all
the deaths {linked to the drug wat),
So out issue is what Otso Ditetso
offers and we are new faces, We did
not inherit-any case,” she said.
Gutoc said that while the ad-

- ministeation candidates have the

advantage of govetnment machin-
ety, “we have former presidents
behind us like PNoy and that is
the strength of the Otso Ditetso.”




' That's true; there’s
corruption. And these . in‘which one of thetopics wasto -

_ were all relayed to the
: Ombudsman _

: By Krlstina Maralit

Sackad Gabmet membels wxll =

ransacking the public coffers-as completed,

the ‘Ombudsman will: be. after Among those .
them, President RodrigoButerte  dismissed by ‘the' il
said in a speech late Slmday. o A<

© M. Dutelte sald s

_,he and Ombudsman Samueli.
** Martires réceritly had a. meeting. -

: make sure: thaﬁ chaxges.

“urged Martiy
not have the luxury of looking fme charges lmmedlately :
forWa.l'd to i peaﬂefﬂi lifG _ﬂ,_ftel' ! .after an lnvestlgatlon is

are: filed. .

~cmmpaigns - Tillowit corruption

P1esulent wore; fmmer Inf:mml
Becretary Mike Stieno, Dangewus

. -Drugs Board. Chairman ‘Dionisio

.Santxago Comimission on Higher -

. Education Chairman . Patrieia -
o Llcuanan and former Phlhppme

e e s W;di_i"l.viiﬁv.ud e
" April 2017 due to corruption

- allegations over the irvegular

_purchase of the Rosenbauer

firetrucks froyn Anstria.

Also fired was Peter Lavifia,

who. served as My Duberte’s

spoke‘;man dumng the 2016

allegations at the National
Trrigation Admimstratmn

Even his fraternity brot:hels
at Lex Talionis Michael Robles
and Al Argosino, who were

- former associate commissiofers
at the Bureaw of Tmumigration,
~were sacked. after allegedly |

extorting money from Chinese

' gaming tycoon Jack Lam.

Tuin to page 2




Probe sack

Mr Duterte once agam expressed the pa

| They were w1th me even-'" >
_during the past: yea, rain

B From page 1 '

"Thét's frue, theres

~ corruption, And these wore. aH

" relayed to the: Ombudsman

Investlgation is ongoing and-
. charges wilk be - filed," the .
. President said, y
oM Duterte -once. agam; g
'expressed the pain he had to, -

" go through in removing officials

who had helped him win the

presidency.

“They were w1th me even-
. during the past yeais, in 1088 .
© when T ran for the first time for

public office. They ‘were there
- to help me and assist me in
everything,” he said.

Buch relations, Tiowever, : will _

“not hinder investigations on his

- appointees as Mr, Duterfe had
. sought: himself the. conduct of .
- such pmbe:a. - L

Bsmgsamoro soon in-place

. At the same event, President -
Rodrige Duterte said the new -

" _Bangsamoro Autoriomous Region

- (BAR) will be implemented “in -

the days to come.” -

.. “We have achieved ‘something
alveady. We have rattfied the BOL

(Bangsamoro Organic Law). Its

implementuation will be in the

days to come. Truly; as we agreed'

“I hope that W

.impl'ement;.ed : lmtmll‘y it wouldr

Moro brothels in Magnlndénao,” T
~he added. .

The BOL the charter whmh
created: the Bangsamor

Autortomous Reglon:in Muslim
Mindanao {BARMM). or simply
Iknown: as: -BAR, 18’ the'.result of
- décades long peace negotiatlons

batween {lie rebel- groups. in
Mindaiao, mainly the Moro

_Islamic Liberation Front, and the
- governttent;: ey e
“With ‘the cxeataon of the' :

BARMM, the. Pregident expressed

“optimigm’ that ‘thie: Br fevances.
of -thia-Moro- people, Taany: of -

which stem from. dlsputes over

ancestral lands. and decades
of neglect, would finally be
addressed en. route to lastmg‘
- peage In the vegion... ..
‘Mr.-Duterte: ciaimed 4 ings:

. have ‘quieted dowy since ‘the
Marawi ‘siege” in- Mmdanau,'

undey mtlltaly rule until the end

- of the year;, but ‘cavitidned that

there may still be: “rebellious

S 4 1313 (1A me Chief h.xecutwe

said,

Islamic State (I8), . ~

Abus stilla worry

. “We also have a problem in
the South;-the Abu-Sajyaf. They
are really patterned after the I8,
If not, it is really the IS who are

‘ones? i emwgwm have. ...
pledged aliegiance with the

5

- presuiency

: Malacanang, the iiembers of the |
. Bafigsamoro Transition Authority

: purhamenﬁ.

He, however, vewed to "reduce
_-'it to the barest minlmum
-posmble _ ‘

Meanwh:!c, more than a
month since faking their-oaths in

(BTA) have yet te convene a8 o

“The first session of the B’.{‘A
the inferim governing body of
; the BARMM, has been moved a
few times due to Mr, Duterte’s
unavailability, -

Investigation is ongoing
and_charg_e_s--will be .i_filed.
It was initially slated for 11
March, a couple of weeks. after
the BTA members. were gworn

o ANE0 OFFIC O 8 2B OB EGEY~H o i

"was.then moved to 21 March and
then 25 March. :

_The Palace has yet to make
an official announcement as to
whien the Prasident would finally
talte part in the BTA’s inaugurai
session,




‘Ombudstaan
“*Singe it's already with: the

'somebody has -alteady fi

case in"the. Ombudsman. Boy
that’s the-Ombudsinan’s-call

Tiow,”:the, Palace official said

_not dupiicate an m

conmdermg the: fact '
g vo-more pending case wnth the

'.Ombudsman,” ‘he added

: sxster Puumma Martmez, by other

nMareo Cam,

's: ?investlgatmn.

Ombudsman and-the' Ombudsran

~has the power to suspend, I think
we'll let xt do. the pmcess,” he
. -said. .

é;m?'s.'-fate ;.Would-.

e R i ke S BT




: War is ‘not a chﬂd’s piay and already
"conmdered uncmhzed

‘By Maya M. Padiilo

""'iI‘mmel Mom Nitiohal

Liberation Frout chairman

~ Muslimin- Semp: downplayed-
" N Migitarrs-threst “of -
~going to way i the Haie” ‘o
- Foderalism,. saying the entire
hievarchy and membership of

' the:MNLF Central Commitiee

- compit themselvesito: puzsumg the

“pathof lasting peace.:
Sema said misleadn\;,
- ‘stateménts on the frue intentions
_ and aspirations of the MNLF have

. been made the past few days,
‘eonfusing the people. He was’

" reforring to pronouncements made

'..'by Misuan, Bhe MN]’I1 B undmg

chaivpian,. Wi

“Dutette in' Malacafiang Jast weak;

As a former MNLF chanman

duly elocted by the MNLF Céntral

Comiuittoe, Semar_: rified that

“they respect aud “adhiere to- ‘thie
provisions of the 1906. Peace
Agreement signed by and befween -

the Government.of Republicof the

Philippines (GRP) and:the " MNLF .
‘a§ “witriessed by the Repiblic of .
Indonesia and the Organization -
of- Islamlc Gonfemuce (OIC) :

Sacretary General, -

- Sema said while Pederalism
may be a solution to the
Bangsanioro issue, the 1086 Final

T _Pea.ce Ag ement (I‘PA) doeq

: _Comp1 aliensive "Agy
Bangsamoro (CAB), which is & ﬁnal K
peace agresment’ signed between the -

GRP and the: MNLE:

-Sema added: thit i;hey support"
:f:he 1ecommendatmns made by the -

Tripartite Rev1ew Panel composed of

the GRP; the MNLF and the- O1C most, *

‘L 9pecnﬁcally the convergence of all
Moro Trongs and othey ‘Bangsarmoro .
m_gamzattons and peoplés to suppert
all efforts to achiieve lasting Peace in

_'Mmdanao through e’ enactment
or” " of the. Bangsamoro. Organic Law o
(BOL) which: 'was. sponsored by

Ha sgid the root causes of Mmo

Muglim-Mindanao, - -

- "There i8 To-valid fehsontnmnlm |
threats of way, velled or otheritse. Waris ,;

[R=r R

' :secessmn is being addressed through :

‘ Bangsamm'o Transition Alithiority and . -
.Bangsamioro Autonomous Regmn o

notachild’sp!ayamiah‘eadycomdemd a

. tncivilized, Gurpeople has been thiough
. tosomuchof violence and displacement,

Tt Emnemmwgweﬂlem not ohly
* péace of mind bitt more impm'tan!'.tyr the
--chanes to rebuild their lives +

njoy .
the dividends of poace," he 3

U
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- COTABATO CITY: Officials of the

Baugsamoro Autonomous Region in -

-Muslim :Mindanao. (BARMM):rwd!_:

“take their cath-of officé:befo

"=Qur'an duringtheir mauguialéess n"’

in this city on Friday.. -
. "We started the. ]1had with an
oath before -the -Qur’an. This
time, we will also. take an oath
before.the ‘Qurian:-as we start

our: governance," Chief Minister

Al aj Murtad : hb:ahlm, sald on
Monday: g

- He explained that the process
"--of faking an-oath ‘before the Isla

-+ _-Holy Beok is one way-of observing

“,consuitatwe and collective leades-

18 .
hesaid, “Tins wasmy hiding, place-- :
before,” ‘as he reminisced-on:his.
days “gomg agamst the govel N
_ment :
CAS chalrman of the Moro AN
!amtc iBeration: Fiont, I:brahlm.
and: his. comtades eittered: inito.
- peace. hegotiations 3 with the na-
tionalgovernment thatresultediin
“the passage of Republu: Act 11054:

“ghiiprin. tie Bangsamoro region, * -

which promotes “lslam;zauan of
_‘govemance _ :

" During the 1ecent assem-
bly-in.the barangay [vzl!ages)
of Gambar and Pagalugan in

-

' uuggle

+prite’ ”Bangsamom Bsic Law.”

! He then remmded the ba- .

Ebrahlm 1130 umierscored the

-~ impoitance ‘of holding events

that involved: partltlpauon of il

= ‘stakeholclas

“This assenibly-s: one way of
followmg fisles, which many. of us
were Ignmant of,” he said, adding

“weate alsg hete today to listen 10
- youandto hearyour suggestionsso .

that we can: 1esnlve issLies together '

“cantributions ‘matter here,” Bbra-

I(abunta!an town.jn Maguin-
him said:-JULMUNIRL JANNARAL

danao, Ebrahim noted that.

“It is up tous 1f we want ot

' the "assembly is oite way: of
fol!owmg rules, which many
of us were ignorant of or were

‘not obseryed by all authorities.”,

EANL

governance to improve. All our

Y Wm mart‘the*ti‘rzrngt“num
the top, ‘while you also help us -
start changing’ below,” he added. -

“We striggled to change oursys-

tem of governance,” Ebrahim said,
adding that following thecreation
of BARMM, a more difficult jihad

was -ahead of the Bangsamoro - -

leadership. “We entered the system
in order to-change it from within.”

"We must accept the principle.
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some of thel patrimonial:assets to

' Buyild! Build! Build| program.: . -

“‘tracted, including his

* example; gag-rich Ree
* rient' Court-of Arbitration:i
-0 be withitithe

itd hashodk

China to get loans for hisambitious

With the revelation of -soine- |
détails-of huge:debts he lag con-

alting o

~sovereign immunity on the enforcern ar
: aWard;*l:_h_' yesident can '=t"i_r_ti.'fokethg__mﬂgdisdiosu_re_-_

clauseinthelo
edeal wag given
agsociate justice

¥pio saidl; Chita ciild:take; for -
“(Recto) Bank that the:Peria-
ration in The Hagae tuled jn:2016
hilippine Exclusive Economic Zone

Clunahasshewnmterestm it going to tlie-’éx-_t‘éﬁtfo'f -

1 exploration in the arvea. -

harassis

7 Chinamay pick other valuablé patrimonial assets -

except ﬂiﬁ;iég_ésfbxsdiﬁlom‘atic missions, military facilities,
and propetty dedicated to a publicor governmental use

- o satisfy itself aslender extracting overdue payment.

In the Chico River contract signed on April 10, 2018,
the Philippines agreed that in a dispute arising.from
a default, a three-member tribunal in Beijing: (whose

'’

‘Filipirios call “futorig Macau” {p raw deal)t -

" The Chico River deal could be a template or pattern
of other China deals that Duterte has approved. Other
loan contracts could contain similarly distusbing terms,
which stoke public curiosity. .~ B

Before the coumtry sinks deeper into what experts o
have warned as a “debt-trap” - into whichi other bor-
rowers of China have fallen - President Duterte should
miake a full disclosure. Filipinos should at least know
what might hit them. ‘ P

Puture generations mightjust see cerlain sivategic areas

* in the archipelago and valuable patrimonial assets being

taken over by a meney-lender who has taken acvantage

of what looks liké perfidy of some leaders of the country.
< ConStitution requires full disclosure

SIMILAR, or even worse, deals could have been

" contracted by past administrations, but-that is no ex-

cuse for continuing thereckless and possibly traitorous
contracting of onerous foreign loans.. . - .. :

~ Any review of questioned past loans should not be-_
cloud or block discussion of China loans of the Dutette
administration, because cortectiveor preventive action

is urgently needed.

chairand-one-othermemberare-Chineselwillresotye—- o
. itwith finality. A sure case, Carpio observed, of what




o feasoiable condi

 inforimation onma

. taining to:official ncts; tran

theMonetayy Board; and:éi

Ccanuse itasaguide. T o
‘Carpio quoted Article 8 of the contract: “8.1 Waitver

 reasonat tionspré
and implementsapolicyof ful
transactions involving publi
~Article Ul'says: “Section .
Tt atters of publ
Aecéss to.official s ecords; and.

Philippin

from the end of every quariter of thecalendar yoarsubmitto

the Congress acomplete reportofits decision-owapplications

for ldans fo be contracted or gudraiteed by.the Goverimentor

-.g_qvemu_mzr#-.awr;ed_-and."ebnf:i_‘a;led’cbrporatr'mié::whz"cii_'wjouid' o
“have the effect of incrensin the foreign debt, and contaitting S
_ other inatters as tnay be provided biplaw.” v

The Constitution requires “prior concutren
the seven-member Monetaty Board headed by the

- governor .of-the.B'angkéfs_mi'tréﬂ'-ﬂg;Pilipihsis;fAiLboafd -
_ members, btw, are presidential appointees,
SIS Diterte agrees o walverof minunity

" WE DON'T know how Carpio gota copy of the -
‘Chico River loan contract despite i

clause: U her-loan lable; we

of Invmunity. The Borrower hereby irrevoinbly wijves any

inumunity on the grounds of sovereigs or otherwise for itself -
. oritsproperty i correction with any arbityation proceeding .
“pursuant o Article 8.5 hereofor witl the eiiforcentent ofany -
. arbitral award thereto: Notwithstanding the foregoing, the

Borvowey does vot waive mLy immunity of its assets whickare

(i) used by diplomaticor consular mission of the Republic of
the Philippines, (i) ofa military eharacter and 4 nder control

of a.military authority or defense agency of the Republic of .

the Philippines, or (iif)-located: it the Philippines and dedi-

“Gated £0 m publiy or governmental use (i as distinguished fron -

e M i ant subjeckto such limitakions s gy
be provided biy law. The Monetaty Board shall, within 30 days -~

oo of

nonedisclosure -

T parimoiil ssers #iidl ssets dedicTeA o CoRTa e

- The Chico River lean from China has andiierest rate

of 2 petcent and a “management fee” of $186,260, as well .

a5 a “commmitment fee” valued at 0.3 percent pet year.

Without giving details, ecoromic managers of -

Dutette have expressed confidence that the Philippines
will not defaulé duting’the repayment peviodypf, 20
years, including a seven-year grace period, -+ )
But if the Philippines docs default, Carpio wains,
it will have o submit to arbitration ~ the pre-agieed
mode of resolving the ensuing dispute - that is loaded
agninst the borrower, It will be governed by the rules
of the China International Beonovie and Tracle Arbitra-
tion Comnigsion, "'w L




L]

.1 was. one:of :th thousands :
courageous menand

" -perlenced airest ‘afid, tortire. during
the dark years of the Marcos dictator- . -1t
ship. Tjoin these martial law heroesin y

opposing this brazen plan of the Mar~'- _

cos family to rule our country again, . -
T Yes, mart1al lawis over. The cruel. . -
tyrant is gone. But there were other. |
perpetrators ‘during this gtuesome.
era, and many of them are . stlll .

-a.round today

' There is a pseizdo documen—'-
. tary" on YouTube, “Martial Law-vs:
_ People Power the Untold Story,

that extols Lhe supposed accom-

~ plishments' of the conjugaldicta:"
. torship, It:enumerates all:those-ex- ...

pensive projects like the North Lu-

zon Expressway, the Folk Arts The- -

ater, the Philippine feart Center,

he Marcos' famuycontmues to?: ‘ef .'j :
be hell«bent on their. selfish. ' cd i
- desue to recapture Mala: -
- cafidng. “They - oW . use: thelr
phundered: wealth to: finance. bu :
dreds of “trolls”™ in.their hameless _

_attempt to- rewnte ‘history. :

eft unmentioned are. the' avari--
15 tOge ther W1th l:he

sources of 1ll~§ottemwea1th through-

“bribery and hige debt. 4—
* Bongbong - Marcos ran ?vme

presndent in- 3016, ‘Political analysts :
coses” campalgn ta. eventually re- .

* soundlybeaten by Leni Robredo, but

.still claims he’ was ‘cheated. Now: h;s . .

. sister imee 18- seekmg a Senate seat: -

' We whio were arrested and tor-
tured will ‘continue io stand up

_._agamst these people who. daie to:

~revise -oux - ~histoty - of struggle'

-against tyranny
' MANUEL L_AHOZ"

saw 1t as 3 frial balloon of the Mar-" -

capture. Malacanang Matcos Jio was -



t's taken over half a century since’ that

infamous massacre-of Jabidah, 23 youngz" g
Mustim soldiexs in Marcos' clandestine
attack force on Sabah,:to" artive at t’:hls o

" new moment in Mindanao.

. Affer cénturies of war- provoked’ fromf'. e
within and withotit, that powder Kegex- . .

- ploded:in:ig68 ina new Moro generatmn ]
war agamst "Impenal Mantla.” But: thei
oro - National:Liberation Eront (MN
d: ty checlk for ‘both
however—-—a Ph:hppmes dependent on:

ol fields of the MNLF's Middle East allies i
: and a brave but Tar outnumbered young. - §

Motro army warring for self-rule.

The. “autonomy” the powers-that—he-.'

" eventually -dangled revealed the MNLF's

internal contradtctlons ‘Pressured by their
~ main sponsor, Libya's Moammat Gadhafi,
- MINLF Chair Nur Misuari signedthe Tripoli~ |
.-Agreement .in 1976 without consulting. P
- Commandey Hashim Salamat. Salamat led -

the split_that ‘founded ‘the rival Moro
“fslamic Liberation: Eront {MILF),

i-pther battle -hardened. field commanders;‘ _

leaning to mdependence

Today, the MILFis government s pa‘rtner -
< under the new Bangsamoro Organic. Law
that aspires to a new Bangsamoro. Pirst -

named by ~ Misuari’s ftery' generation,

Bangsamoro today means.a new patchwork

of Muslith, Christian and” ‘indigenous. com-

munities taking steps to. live’ together in

peace, closer to Mindando's present-day re-
) ahty with generatlons of Christian mlgrants

Two major changes inthe MNLF's orig-

with 57 -

'the MILF area measure of Mmdanao s lns-

torical evolution. First, the MILF decided

1o remain part-of the Philippine Republic
as a sub-state. Second is the primacy of ba-

itsunique il ture and character

> -;.Concon, 24,

. Withnaysayers attempting to derall th;s-_ ; ;.
: p_rocess by bombing, plebiscite polling -,
reni the Ioio (_:athedtai E:| strxk-f

founding mémher and trxce chair ‘Abul -
Khayr Alonto. Her father: went to-war from .

" a heady mix. of historical - grievance- and -
- Marxist. ideology Ayesha now bears: wit- -

ess to-her father coming down from the .-
.- hills to tell a Misnari.pussyfooting - from:
- ‘1mplementlng the: Trlpoll Agreement: that
, - he, AbulKhayr, would lead the' implemen- .
. tation "ifonly‘to give our people reprieve
o frem thehorrorsof thls.Wa

“Four ‘decad noe stnpped' _;

" things. down, o~ essence in .Mindanao:
;.- Misuari is now known as.a failed ARMM.
o governor. Abul'kh

lonto is Mindanao _'
' “chair. The faith-

Development Author

. oriented MILF is holding at bay temtonal :
_splinter groups like the kidnap-for-ransom

Abu Sayyaf and other extremist Islamiic

- groups influenced by - Jemaah
. Islamiyah:Not 1o dtfftcult to, tell who son
. the right side of h:story

/ﬂ |

.Sylwa L. Mayuga is an- essaylst sometime

columnist, poet, documentary filmmaker
and environmentalist. She has three
Natlonal Book Awards 'co her name

3 mal concept of Bangsamoro mtroduced by

sic Islarmc precepts, not polmcal 1deology,
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i TULFO FROM A1

The fresh arrivals, which are a
donation from the Japanese govern-
ment, are worth P5 billion.

Lt. Gen. Rozzano Briguez, PAF
chief, said the donation was “of great
help to our combat wtility fleet.”

Let's hope there's no hanky-panky

in the PAF's new helicopter deal.

' Duringthe administration of Pres-
ident Noynoy abnoy kuyaloy, the
PAF was given 21 Huey choppers

" bought for P1.2 billion by the De-

partment of National Defense.

Then Defense Secretary Voltaire

Gazmin signed the contract for the

purchase of the combat helicopters

that turned out to be chopper scraps
harvested from a German military
junkyard, pieced together and made

into choppers.. . . o

The choppers, assembled in a
private yard in the US, were passed
off as “combat-capable” with

“night vision.”  ~ - - :

Two helicopters from this batch .

have crashed since they were ac-
quired in 2015.

A Senate investigation was
conducted on the highly irregu-
lar purchase as a result of the
twin crashes.

Nothing came of the probe,

Gazmin and his cohorts are laugh-
ing their way to the bank.

#* & %

v Thewhistleblowerin-thedrregus
lar PAF helicopter purchase, Rho-
dora Alvarez, an employee of the
Bureau of Internal Revenue {BIR),
has been harassed by Gazmin et al
with libel suits.

Alvarez has testified before the
Senate that Gazmin received a.7
percent kickback from the P1.2-
billion deal.

Yor a while, Alvarez was placed
under the Witness Protection Pro-
gram, but the protective custody was
lifted by the Department of Justice
for unknown reasons.

‘water in Metro. Manila and some

:Zobel de Ayalas, -

Now, the p6or woman is run-  age. Today's youths have access t©
ning scared. all kinds of information through
. * % & the internet. '

The water shortage in large parts Because of the stupid Pang-
of Metro Manila is being blamedon  ilinan Law, many minor offenders
the mismanagement of the Metro- have committed murder and rape
politan Waterworks and Sewerage  with impunity. .

System or MWSS. - A 14-year-old boy who raped a

How in heaven's namedid aretived  restaurant cashier after robbing the
police general, Reynaldo Velasco, get . establishment years ago went scot-
1o be the MWSS administrator? free, thanks but no-thanks to that

Why wasn't a career engineer stupid law.
with experience in water infrastric- ~ Filipino voters must be so stupid
ture projects appointed as MWSS  as to have voted for Senator Pang-
head instead? ' ilinan when he ran for reelection

kR k% in 2013.

Manila Water, one of two con- Kiko Pangilinan, whose term
cessionaires of MWSS — the other  as senator expired in 2016, is now
being Maynilad — to distribute  Liberal Party president.
parts of Rizal, is taking the rap for If memory serves, in Davao City
the water shortage, during the time of then-Mayor Rody
- - Manila Water is owned by the Dutette, a. 13-year-old boy stabbed
to death a 20:year-old college stu-

{t's high time the govern- dent after the latter refused to part
ment take back its contract with  with his watch.

Manila Water and award it to The victim was a PWD or person
another group. with disability.

The Zobel de Ayalas, who are  The 13-year-old suspect was not
into real estate development, have  held in custody, but his body was
been greatly remiss in theix job as  found in a deserted spot in the city
water distributor. with many stab wounds days later.

They should just concentrate on His assailant or assailants have
real estate development. not been known up to, this day.

#* * * N

Kiko Pangilinan and his stupid law -

At “Isumbong;” we've learned
about cases of women getting drunk
with men they hardly kmew and were
gang-raped. :

In a perfect world, women
should feel safe in the company
of strange men.

But ours is not a perfect world.

fust because one or two af the
men in the drinking session are
people you know or trust does not
male you safe. -

In Puertd Princesa City, a
16-year-old girl was raped by the
uncie of her classmate with whom
she drank a few bottles of beer in
the classmate’s home, - -

Unless a woman wanis to get laid,
she should never drink with a man

-she hardly knows. - -

Date rapes happen that way.

The woman in that Subic Free-
poiit Tape casé a few years ago had
willingly gone with the American
accused of raping her.

She met the US serviceman that
night and got so drunk she forced
him and his companions into al-
lowing her to get in the van that
was to take the sailors back to
their ship, .~

She got laid at the bacl of the van
while it was moving,

The poor seaman got convicted of
rape and served time in our prisons.

*m*'—'ﬂre*‘-ﬁ’wearrﬁld"suspetﬁhr‘ﬂm“"‘Hé‘i'e‘ifi“myf“ Tsatrribong w0 kay

Tulfo” offices, we have on record at
least 10 cases of women who were
gang-raped.

It's a heinous crime, and one that
requires that all rapists involved to
get their just desserts.

grisly murder of 16-year-old Chis-
tine Silawan is not being identified
in the press because he's a minor.

* Blame Sen. Kiko Pangilinan for
protecting young criminals like the
17-year-old suspect.

Uinder the stupid Pangilinan Law,
the court that will try the suspect will ~ do have something to say to all out
have to determine whether the boy  women, too.
acted with discernment when he Stop putting yourselves in situa-
committed the heinous crime. tions where it can happer.

Teenagers today are far more If a woman goes to a drinking
advanced in thinking than their session with many men whom she

grandfathers when they were their hazdly knows, she's courting trouble. |

3

Ty

However, if | may be so forward, 1 -

-~} bashied by teglonisof people
for sicling with the American in my
column then at the Inquirerbecause
I was told the whole story by an
objective source. . . .

| was exonerated in the end
after the woman recanted her ac-
cusation before the Court of Ap-
peals which ordered the American
serviceman released.

P.5. The woman, who 1 was
told was considered asawa ng bay-
an (woman of loose morals) in
her city, was made a US citizen for
retracting her charges. .
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Focus shifts to termination of the communist insurgency

”Studerats of military strategy have
not given much systematic attention
to the problem of terminating wars,
and military planners have also tra-
ditionaily neglected these problems,
concentrating upon how to start
wars and fight them successfully,
rather than upon how to end them.
Japanese leaders, for example,
developed an ingenious plan for a
surprise attack on Pear] Harbor but
had no notion of how the resulting
war with the United States might
be concluded.”

" "The atmed forces and the gov-
ernment find themselves today in
much the same predicament as the

Japanese in fighting the twin armed

challenges to the Philippine state
— the 50-year-old communist in-
surgency, and the just-as-old Muslim
secessionist rebeflion in Mindanao.

By nearly every indicator in the con-
flicts, the Armed Forces of the Philippines

has fought its wayto the qusp of victory in_

the test of arms with both groups.

But then, while so close to defeat-
ing both insurgencies, the govern-
mentstill cannot fully terminate the
strife and liberate the nation from
both scourges.

It is striking that both insurgencies
are coming to-ahead during the current
termn of President Rodrigo Duterte.

‘The challenge to his government
now is how to terminate both con-
flicts expeditiousty, before the baton
passes on to his successor in 2022,

War termination

regarding the expected effectiveness
of one's military strategy and unre-
alistically downgrade the capabilities
and will of the opponent.

“What factors set into motion
and facilitate efforts to terminate
a conflict?

“Generally speaking, a belligerent

side will not consider ending the,

conflict unless it stands to realize
the minimum goals for which it
has been fighting. But it must also
have the resources and the will to
continue fighting for its mmunally
acceptable outcome,

“Fhe process of reevaluation will
take place on both sides, until the
two sides agree that settiing for less

than they had hoped for s prefer-

able o continuing hostilities.

“War termination typically involves
not one but a nuember of important
issuies on which both the two sides
disagree:such as, the timing and con-
ditions of a ceasefire, the disposition

' of territories, the withdrawal of forces,

and provisions for reparations.
“The ideal outcome of course

"is a peace agreemem ‘between the

two sides.”
The need for statecraft

In response to a request from a friend,
[ wrote sometime last year a brief pa-
peron the communist insurgency and
the riddle of terminating it
[ will use in this column some of
the thoughts T ratsed in that essay.
The fitst point { raised in my dis-

ﬁ:ssmms_tlm"sluHful.andh@ffecuve_umstmpauerstwanganmatmns

Craig and George devote a major

chapter in their book specificatly to
the subject of “war termination.”

‘They specifically chose the term
“war termination” not peace in
their discussion,

“One must distinguish,” they said,
“hetween a mere cessation of hostilities
and a peace agreement that attempts
to resolve the conflicting aims over
which the battle has been waged.
Hostilities may end with a ceasefire
or armistice that leaves the issues at
stake unsettled and defers their con-
sideration to a later peace conference.”

On the question of what strate-
gists and planners should do when
things do not go according to plan,
the authors wrote:

“Wars or conflicts are often pro-
longed as a result of military es-
timates that prove ioo optimistic

statecraft has been missing from the
government policy and strategy in
ending the communist insurgency.
What is statecraft? Statecyaft is
the use of the assets or the resources
and tools (economnic, military, intel-
ligence, media} that a state has to
puisue its interests and to affect the.
behavior of others, whether friendly
or hostile. It involves making sound
assessments and understanding
where and on what issues the state

is being challenged and can counter

a threat or create a potential op-
portunity of take advantage of one.

Statecraft requires good judgment
in the definition of one's interest
and a recognition of how to exercise
military or soft economic power to
provide security and promote the
well-being of one's citizens, -

1tis a mistake for any government

or president to enter negotiations
~ even if he thinks it is largely for
show — without a vision and an
understanding of acceptable out-

comes. Once in a negotiation, there-

are political costs for walking away.
The longer a negotiating process
goes, the mmore it tends to justify
itself — and the more one must not
lose sight of its initial purpose.

Duterte concessions
misjudged

 The failie of the negotiations with the

Communist Pasty of the Philippines-
New Peoples Army {(CPP-NPA) under
Presidert Dutterte is due principally to
poor statectaft on the government side.
Covemnment negotiators did not have
adear vision of an acceptable outcome
from the talks; they withered in the
face of the intransigence and clear-eyed

. objectives of the communist side.

The government got very little in
refurn from the enotmous conces-
sions that President Duterte granted
to the communists in orderto get the
negotiations moving, notably:

1. President Duterte’s decision to
appoint nominees from the commu-
nists to his initial Cabinet, involving
1o less than four portfolios.

- 2, DU30's decision to allow the
provisional release of communist
political detainees to enable them
10 serve as consultants for the com-
munist side in the negetiations.

3..Extension of political space in
the parliamentary arena to cominu-

and their designated representatives.

These major concessions were
misjudged as signs of weakness on
the part of government; the commu-

. nists used them as a springboard to

expand their ranks and mount fresh
NPA attacks on military and police
forces. They thought Duterte would
be another Cory Aquine.

Delusion about
‘peace talks’

The government policy and strategy
in the negotiations has been wrong-
footed by a delusional idea of the
magical efficacy of peace talles, This
thinking is a legacy from the Be-
nigno Aquino 3id government and

“its Church stpporters, which created
. the office of the presidential adviser . ~

on the peace progess:

&

* DU30 can infuse new purpose
and vigor in the government's policy-
toward the insurgency with a change
in focus:

1. Dropping “peace talls” totally
from its vocabulary in dealing with
the CPP-NPA, whether formally or
informally. “Peace” shouid only
enter the picture when a settlement
is ready for s1gnature.

2. Adopting “wat termination”
as the explicit and only acceptable
outconie in the resolution of the
communist insurgency.

“Theé change in' términology will
effect a sea change in the public’s
perception of the President’s iron
resolve to end once and for all the
50-year-old communist insusgency.

. This, will crown the President’s

“detision to call off peace talks per-

manently and to dissolve the govern-
ment peace panel,

This means that the government
should utilize its massive superioi-
ity of firepower and command of
resources 1o mount unrelenting

pressure on ‘the (CPP, NPA and the

. N’llmml Demou atic l~r0nt to shift

their attention toward the termina-
{ion of the insurgency.

' The isolation of Jose Maria Sison
and other communist leaders in the
Netherlands ahd the sutrender of so
manly NPA groups at locallevel point
to-a decisivereduction of s:rength of
the armed struggle. "~ :

Pelentlessacttontostop NPA capaciiy

i@ mount-attacks against government

forces, uproot-revolutionary taxation

of communist front organizations in

Congress and the media will collec-

tively sap the will of the insurgents to’
carry on the armed struggle. )
A "no quarter given” approach t©

Vthe insurgency, coupled with a force-

ful communications campaign on
the fudility of the communist cause
and ideology should pull the rug
from under the rebellion.

Communist leaders must be told
that the only discussion possible
now between govemment and the
msurgency should be "surrender”
or “war termination.”

President Marcos did it with the
Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas, and
got them to surrender.

President Duterte should do the
same with the CPP-NPA.

yemakabenta@yahoo.com.
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tion Cﬂmmmsmn {Clelac)

of the agreement where the Philip:

. pineswaived its sovereigr

“tobe subjected To.aibj
- Oneof the elements.of this ak‘hc]e '

'..the Borrawer d@es not-, ..

waive aliy it

113 .
) (iii) located in the Phl}ippmes and
dedicated toa publicor. governmen-
tal use (as distinguishied frompatii-

monial assets-and assets dedicated:

to-commercial-use),”

-~ Carpio was’ peeved at that’ pn-

_enthetical phrase, He: ﬂrgued ‘that

“patrimonial assets” inclidethe gas
resouces in Reed Bank and the West

- Philippine Sea-(WPS).-So, if the

Philippines couldn't pay s loan;.

as | will. discuss: helow:.
In'social media; nétizens’ para—

They think that the Philippihes
has waived its rights over its “pat-

Timenial assets,” which to them,

because of Carpio’s insinuation,

s the entire WPS. .-

~ Carplo i wammg the publlr :
about a specific provision‘in_the
-Chico River Pump Irrigation Proj-
“ect:loan:; ‘agreement betiveen the.
Expart—lmpon Bank of Cl ma and-

Artlcle 8.1 pmvmon automau—

i ,cally waiives our sovereign iminanity

_ -m 1elat10n to'that contract;

: hoia was heightened by their lack: .
“of, undemtaudmg of what "waiv-
. ing of state immunity” means.

: Caipiosaid, China “couldju, su’a]cch,-m-_—-»valsnyﬁ&mhatﬂaﬁeldeaverngmu1-
“over these tesources, This s wrong,

|

WﬂlVng SOVelﬁlgll umnunny

doesn't meat you-are watving teryi-
*torial fightsor éven soyereign tights
flowing from the United Nations
~“Convention d1'the aw of the' Sea
“{Wnelos). Infermational law was
part of my’ undergldduate progtam -
-at Leiden:University; a leadling upi-

oundational. prmapfe of
tional relations: renders state”
’ consent sacm‘;anct _1
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miunity. was actually the topic of my

« final paper in public international
law and I'm prettysuse I would have '
failed: that paper. if T had argued y

that waiving of sovereigndmmunity
eatatls ceding tesritory or ‘givingup

“sovereign nghz-i. -

Atticle 8.1 is about alfowmg our-
selvesto be aub]ected toanarbitration
ploceethng in-relation: to that loan,

" So, in case there ite atiy. disputes

regarding our rights and obhgatmns,

" wecan be sub;ected to-an ar bitration

proceeding in Cietac.
Since its establishment in. 1956,
Cietac. hias become Maintand: Chi-

. na's prentier mblm_tmn. institution

‘on commercial and trade-disputes.

“In-its processes, Cietac combines

mediation and arbitratioi;
The distinctiveness of thiis feature




. tlle conclusxo_ :
-“hedring (as parties w1

- its comclusion.”

" tribunal fn Beifing?’
- China, clafms that: it has’ mdls- .
. put'\ble sovereignty. over

innovative and ﬂembie pre

thie dispute; Should:

anotbe: successful .the arbitrators

1s succmcﬂy explamed by mterna-'- 7
tional lawyer Yang Ing Loong; ‘This

will tevert to theiroriginalrolesand

contiriteto: hear g

Carpio is nght Cletac 5 dec1s1@n

are final and binding, But he; got a'
- lotiof things wrong, '

1btlrauon to

Tirst; he dauned that Reed Bank :

_defined:according ta "Chmese law,
mterpreted b Tidj

the entire South Chin
1ncludes our; parcehzed version of
that body of water (i WPS) and
the ReedBani. If China defines
WPS and Reed: Bank-as pat of our

entail ﬁrst giving up their assértion

‘that it -was- thens In other words,

China would: have ﬁret o adimit that
they-are‘otits, . :

'md WPS-are. our ! pammomal as-
sets” while at.the same time arguing
that “patrimontal assds” would be

' tpatnmomai assets, then it would -

tendim Mamiand -Chma‘,

it the lgsing party - is i

:court :for:enfmcement of a Cietac

o s natural resoiices: that gen-
.erate vevenue for: 115) wouldn't be
' over. o the Export-fmport
‘ hi '_ The fiture evenues
L,fl, i that pammoma
b ourloan tepayment and. ot the
.pammomal asset: itself: :

- Garpio] has the resources m study

: the entire history ¢ of ClEtﬂC arbltra

‘tion proceedings, which have a

‘Hong ‘:Kdn_ga oldest and

et coutitry, “a successful party.
ply to the. competent foreign

ursuant [ii the 1958 New

" -:Lputatron-forfmmessauu -conipes

“tenice: T'siep to hinito demonstrate
" that hisapocalyptic vision ish't only

‘Iogical and-legal, but has actual -

* precedeits in the history of Cietac
arbitration proceedings: * A,

- E-mail: srsasot@gmail.com



IF THERE.
cal negotiations between the national-gov-
ernment and the communist-led National
Democratic Front have reached an itievi-
‘table, irrevocable: dead-end, the recent de-

cision of President Rodrigo Duterte . to.
-1 dissolve the government negou'ttmg panel

should put thein torest.
Dterte’s pronouncement that the NDF
. and ifs two allied’ organizations, the Com-

munist Party of the Philippines (CPPyand.

still-doubts. that the: pulm—'

its- armed wmg, the New I’eople S, Anny .
(NPA) will liave o wait for the fext presi--
dent:if ‘they expect atyy: poss:bl]ity of ai
résumption ‘of any negotiations spells the -
doom of whit had promised-fo-be Fruitful
talks at the-start ofhis iermyin mid:2016.
Wlth three yea:s to ge bufme the:

3 '_'.clsnms as 2 “pea

. Page:

) sunset we'can therefore expect a search-

and-déstroy and take-no-prisoners policy

S _by__ the. mllltﬂl’y demgned to. brmg the

_ consultant” and lns .
compamon .4 retived priest, and the fil-

- ing of charges of iltégal possession of

fireatmms and, exploswas ‘against: them-——‘
ol s!andald operating procedure now, it
would ‘seem, against. arrested rébel sus-

-pects so they. would stay betiind baxs for

4 long, long time, indicates 2 stepped—up‘_.

" drive against the communist msurgency_

by t‘ne l‘l‘lilltﬂl Y. Several othier prominent

: #N TumtoAs.




'Iead... |

: peace consuitan e lie
 prison‘to take parti in negotlatl

_ mg ‘their: grievances, such as agrarian: re- ‘@

|, that’s ‘been o]
1 spanmng : _
~ communist lea ors and their second !mers i

have sifice been rearrested

Gifadi. Eebmaxyr——

form; and even offer them cash fot'arms,
i ‘of unsolved ainies: agamst

-side..‘We’re?tal,

artial investigation ofthe senes of kli!~

steeped.’in. Marxxsm—Lemmsm—Maomm ; mgs of fawyers. . - -

aren’t likely togiveupsoeasily. = .'- - The Hngh Tribunel should lmtlate a-
. Let'skillall the: 1awyers? - dialogue among the SC; IBP, the military .
“The famous quote was: uftered by:the and-the-police, as-well. as NGOs to-ensure |

chardcter “Dick the Butcher’ in William the safety of lawyers nationwide: :

Shakespeare’s Henty VI, but it looks'like " Chief Justice Lucas Bersanin said last °

someone—or pethaps a group-of people, year: that he would agk his colleaguesto |

we téally don’t know at:thi: point—may ‘conduct an mdependent Probe iito- the

have taken to heart the' Shakespearian ling . rash-of killings of lawyers.

quate literally, with devastating results..”- _'_'_;_;-‘Whatcver happened to his pIedge? Is
“Atotal of 38 lawyers have been kﬁ[gg ke

latest: fatahty, lawyer Rex Jasper Lopoz, lawyer standmg inthis country? o
was gunned down by unidentified meh on '

- March 13- evemng in ﬁ'ont of a shopping ernhzl@yahao com

>
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: dunng the ‘Duterte ‘administration. The_"'he ‘beconies all by ‘his Tonesome the last i
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RIGHT up front, *'m.asking my readers to
pray for the recovery of broadcast journal-
ist Twink Macaraig, who’s battling Stage 4
cancer.

A news anchor and program manager
on TV-5, Twink is also my sorority sister
from Sigma Alpha Nu. An essay of hers
in the Phifippine Star last Sunday showed
that she’s-lost none of her feistiness, not just
about her own health issues, but also includ-
ing the political causes she cares deeply
about.

“I'm still 2 fighter!” she declared. God

bless and reward you for that, sis.
* kR

A different kind of fighter is how one

might describe Nur Misuari, the MNLF and
ARMM leader, who's now thréatening to
wage war again if the country doesn’t adopt
federalism. As a federalism advocate my-
gelf, T have to say that with friends like him,
who needs enemies?

Most accounts of the long batile to pass
the new Bangsamore Organic Law say that
Nur never coopetated with his rivals in the
much bigger MILF and kept trying to block
its passage. Now that the BOL is part of the
law of the land, Nur is evidently ready to
break the law just to keep his own ageing
personal ambitions alive, after the well-doc-

that he led.

For his part, MILF chair Al-Hajj Murad
is counselling peace and vowing that he will
abide by the Constitution. Would he be just
as peaceful if the BOL battle had not gone
his way? It’s an interesting question, but by
now purely academic, since Murad is now
responsible for building a new sub-nation,
not trying to destroy the larger nation. Plus,
a federalist constitution will also give him
more room to expand his autonomy and au-
thority on the ground.

LR R

“Up in the air” is how one might de-
scribe the honorable members of the Upper
House—the Senate—who repeatedly re-
mind us of the increasing distance between
their own little world and the larger world of
us poor mortals on the ground.

Since Duterte took office, the senators—
many of them professedly aligned with the

administration—have repeatedly stalled or
blocked key items of his agenda that were
sent up from the Lower House, e.g. the “Tra-
baho Bill”, the second part of comprehen- -
sive tax reform; the charter change initiative;
and now, even the proposed budget this year.

Among the essential items being side-
lined by the senators’ intransigence is the
budget for acquiring right of way (ROW)
for infiastruciure projecis. To give you an
idea of the impottance of ROW: In Central
Visayas alone, only 12 infia projects have
been implemented out of a total 95 projects
due to ROW problems, Fifty-seven projects
worth P2 billion have been suspended, while
the balance of 26 projects worth P4.5 billion
were ouftright terminated.

“"When it comes to
making themse-ves
‘more comfortc Jle, the
sky’s the limit. n -

It’s probably easy to dismiss these triv-
ial concerns from the lofty aerie inhabited
by the senators, who after all have no spe-
cific constituency to answer to, But when it
comes to making themselves more comfort-
able, the sky’s the limit, o

Ground has already broken for building
the senators a new home in the Fort, to the

average P333 million to make each senator
feel better about the kind of office he has to
work in,

Senator Ping Lacson reminds us that the
Senate will be saving P171 million in annual
rentals to GSIS. At that rate, it will take 46.7
years for the new building to pay for itself.
And of course, GSIS will be losing rental
income that would otherwise have strength-
encd the pension fund of government en-
ployess.

Lacson says the project will encourage
fisture senators to “behave and act with the .
dignity of an edifice” like the one now being
built for them. Evidently it is already too late
to similarly reform the current crop of law-
makers. But if a new building witl pronipt
fature senators to behave better then their
predecessors—hey, it might just be worth it
after all.

wEHE
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-the-air Upper House

Another font of entertaining wisdom is
senatorial aspirant Neri Colmenares, who
wants government to drop the Kaliwa dam
project because it would displace thousands
of families among the indigenous peoples
who inhabit thie Sierra Madre range. Instead,
he wants government to “look at” alterna-
tives like “rehabilitation of the Wawa dam -
and [construction of] the Kaliwa weir” -

It's characteristic of Colmenares and his
comrades in the Makabayan bloc of legisla-
tors to shoot down infrastructure and other
projects with their ideological jargon, while
dumping on government the responsibil-
ity of coming up with altematives. Won't
peopte also need to be relocated away from
Wawa? How much water can a 7-foot run-
of-river weir provide year-round by com-
parison with a 70-meter-high reservoir dam?

Compensating and relocating affected
local communities is part of virtually every
large infrastructure project, especially dams.
But it requires asking tough questions and
working hard on the answers, not taking

. cheap shots at the expense of the welfire of

the latger majority.
LR

Thoughts on today’s Gospet (Matthew
18:21-35) i

In the parable of the unforgiving servant,
Jesus answers a question from Peter by say-
ing that we should be ready to forgive our
enemy, not just seven times, but seventy-
seven times. That may seem unreasonable
to some. Why should we be so forgiving to
people who don't deserve it? More impor-
tant: even if we watited to, how can we bring
ourselves to such excessive magnanimity?

eximent _tune_of a stageering P8 billion, That's an ___Asto the first question, the pamble pres-

ents us with the servant who, despite being
forgiven his debts by his master, threw into
prison another fellow servant who owed him
a much smailer amonnt. We have no right to
be so hard-hearted with our neighbor when
we ourselves, as congenital and original sin-
ners, ate continually and repeatediy being
forgiven for much worse offonses by our
Creator.

As to the secdid question, the fitst ser-
vant might not have behaved so badly had
he paid closer heed to the example being
set for him by his mester, There is only one
source of the limitless grace that not only al-
lows for the forgiveness of our own sins, but
also teaches us, by example, how to forgive
othets as well—up to seventy-seven times,
and more.

Readers can write me at gholivar1952@
yahoo.com.

:\S-Z]
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VERY Tom, Dick and Har-
Ery in the US officialdom
has- recently been saying

that they have our back in case of
trouble in the West Philippine Sea.
I wonder whose trouble and
with whom are they referting to,
Ldanot see us having trouble with
China in the foreseeable future. As

- President Duterte aka 1D igt‘:ﬁg guied,

we ate ahsolutely in no position to
fight China, With or without the
Mutual Defense Treary (MIXT)
with the US, if Tmay add,

- But back to the US offieials. ..
they were Sccretary of State Mike

- Pompeo; commander of Army fore-

- s iy the Pacific Gen Robere Brown;
vice chicf of stfl’ of rthe Army Gen,
James McConville; commander of

the US 7th Fleer Vice Adm, Phillip
“Savwyet; State Department Principal |

Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Southeast Asia Patrick Murphy; and
- Commander of a minesweeper Lt;
S Cmidy Frederick Crayton, -
Geez, they all are nothing bue
mere functionaties in the US ci-
vilian and military establishments,

They do not make policy! Mean-

while, the one who does, embattled

‘President Donald Tromp, hasn't -

utrered a single word about having
our back! Aad even if he did, we
would be foolish to simply take
his word for it. He has the US
Congress to reckon with,

A coupleof the above funciionar-

- Functionaries

_..On out side, itis ¢lear that Digong .-
hase't yet made up his mind, ‘This

is evident through the facr that his

defense and foreign secretarics have -
. tkerropposite views on the: mirter,

Perhaps Digong is waiting For
the right time o make his posi-

fion clear.

However, as 1 said in the pas,
dmeds not on his side. The longer
he waits; the more difficult and

dangerous. ic witl be for him to

make that decision, especially if
his popularity rating goes down.
Nonetheless, I fervently hope

“his final position will be consistent
with his previous pronouncements,
Coie, heodoes not wang foreign

Lrumps, has to reckon

 US Congress.”

as-mandated by the-Constitution,
Sugely, Digongmust be aware that
his detractors, e, the opposition,

-themainstream media; the oligarchs,

the elite, the crime. syndicates, il
last but not least, the US and her
lackeys here that include some in
his cabinet as well as in the secarity
establishment, must be assiduously
plotting his premature exit, or at
the very least, putting up stumbling

blocks to prevent him from achiev-

ing hiis objectives ll his last day in
office in June 2022,

H they succeed, it would be the
greatest tragedy for the Filipino
masses who are now greatly aware

of his sitcereeffor tstorupltfetheir——Griminat-Cour EACCY om which

feslaveniss Teporedly Said that aeiT™

ther the US not the Philippines has
tequested for a review of the MDT,

On the US side, it is clear they

do not want a teview,

" troops on our soil and rhat he no

Ionger wants an alliance with any
forcign power, be it Ching, Russia
or the US, in line with bis pursuit

. of an independent foreign policy

(G

lives and make them proud of and
stand tall for thei country.

Last weck, thete was a report
in the Daily Inquiter that Defense

Sectetary Delfin Lotenzana was
to meet with a “senior” US De.
fense official “to discuss plans to
amend the Philippines-US Mumal
Defense Treaty (MDT).”

"The US “senior’” official referred
to was one Joseph Felter, depuey
assistant secretary for defense for

-..South and Southeast Asia.

‘There has. been no teport that
Lorenzany indeed met with Felteg,
but if he did, why him? Si Felte,
assistant secretaty lang, deputy pal
He should have assigned Felter’s
counterpart in the DND for the
explotatory talks on what he said
the US “thinks about our proposal
to open discussions on whae is in
the MDT.”

I’ time our government of-
ficials fearncd the importance of
proper protocol in engaging of-
ficials of other nations, especially

" when if comes to delicate affairs of

state. Kailangan palaging covnter-
patt to connterpasel

MORALES/DEL ROSARIO
SUIT V§ XI JINPING

Ex-Ombudstnan Conchita Cat-
pio Morales and ex-foreign secre-
tary Albert “Super Amboy” del
Rosatio have filed a complaiar,
technically called “communica-
tion,” against Chinese President”
Xi Jinping before the International

we have eatlier withdtawn. China
is not an ICC member, A
‘The two filed the complaint

See FUNCTIONARIES » Page B5
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against Xi supposedly on behalf
of Filipino fishermen who
have allegedly been “perse-
cuted and injured” by China’s
" “atrocious actions™ in che
West Philippine Sea,
Assuming, without granting,
that theit action is based solidly
‘on the rules of the ICC; I still

ccouldn’t help feeling aghast at’

the dction of the two former

. government officials. Do they re-
ally honestly believe that the ICC
can take action against the leader
of the second biggest economy,
soon to be the first, some say, in
the world?

The foolhatdiness of their
-action is a clear reflection of
- their utter lack of appreciation
‘of how international relations
.and politics work. )

. Too, Morales was so daft as
to liken their action to the bibli-
..cal story of David and Goliath

~whete the puny David slew the

giant Goliath by hurling a stone
to the latter’s forehead.
- 'To me, their action is mote like
-Miguel de Cervantes’ Don Qtix-
-ote charging windmills which
‘he, at the level of his insanity,
.thought were evil giants who
. were his imaginary enemies,

As for Del Rosario, it would
_seen that the fellow still couldn’t
get over his colossal blunder that
led to our losing Panatag Shoal,

__He jugy couldn’t resist making

all sorts of noises, pethaps in an
attempt to ease his consciencep
Too late! Perhaps it would be
best for him to. just keep quiet
about the matter from now on.
What he’s doing only reminds

the people of his huge mistake.

THAT NEW SENATE
BUILDING

The consttuction of a new
Senate building in plush Bosifa~
cio Global City inet with a very

palpable negative seaction from

the public, o _ B

‘"The construction of the build-
ing which will reportedly cost a
whopping P10 billion when fin-
ished is definitely ill-timed. For
instance, the honorable senators
must be aware of the ongoing
campaign to clean Manila Bay
dirtied by, among others, the
esteros and tributaries of Pasig
River. Surely, they know that the
garbage accumulation in these
areas that end up in Manila Bay
is due to, among otheys, the pres-
ence of poor informal setilers.

Why-do they live there? Because -

they have nowhere clse to gol
My point is the P10 biilion
would be better spent at this time
to building houses for the infor-
mal settlers pronto. That cer-
tainly must be priotitized, rather
than the ostentatious building
that will house 2 Senate whose
image right now is, to say the
least, heavily tainted not only by
corruption, but also by the fact
that it has several members who,
according to President Digong

.andut}m‘penplahrgenexal,.downotuM-L--mz._-fR-a'eipreea!m%rﬁa—-arrarrg'

deserve to be there,

There is also the wigent need
for more funds to hasten the
completion of the administra-
tion’s “Build, Build, Build” pro-
gram which will more directly

o)

_Be_ne_ﬁt the people.

To begin with, why didn’t the
Senate think of locating a new
building adjacent to the present
Batasang Pambansa? Batasang
Pambansa, isn’t the Senate an
integral part of that? Being next
to each other would cettainly fa-

.-cilitate the legislatuté’s wark and

© save the people whom they have:

- swotn to setve alot of money.
Surely,. I: do" not think, the

honorable senators consider
themselves one tung higher than
the members of the House of
Representatives, ,

Oh, there is one other thing —
people are asking why the Senate
opted to award the contract to a
firm that has been investigated
by the Senate in 2014 to 2016
for controversial construction

projects in Makati,

REMINDERS

~Fhis segment is intended to

temind-the Duterte -administra-

tion of some of its yet unfulfilled
promises and matters that need
attention and/or follow-up action.
More importantly, the people are
entitled to know what's being done
about them.

1. Digong’s promise to rid the
country of foreign troops. This,
of course, necessitates abrogating
the MDT and. the lopsided and
constitutionally infiem VFA and
the EDCA. .

ments with the US and other
countries. What is “Tweeter”
Locsin doing about this? Our
embassy in' Washington? No
less than President Digong and
formei House Speaker Pantaleon

Alvarez advocate this,

3. The teturn of the Canadian
waste, I wonder why “Tweeter”
Locsin hasn’t rweeted on this is-
sue till now. He rweets on almost
anything that strikes his fancy
(pati ba naman taho-throwing -
by 2 Chinese national which he
dismissed as ttivial), but nothing
on a very important and stinking

- matter ltke the Canadian gar-
-bage, especially after the South

Korean Government took back -
their waste. :
Recently, ten Canadian envi-
ronmental groups urged Prime
Minister Justin “Trashy” Trudeau
inaletter to take back 103 contain-
ets of gatbage fegally dumped on
our shores more than five years ago
which “is 2 violation of Canada’s
obligations under the UN Basel
Convention on the Control of

- Transboundary Movement of Haz-

atdous Wastes and their Disposal”
s

“Today is the 332nd day.of the

12y year'of the enforced disap-
pearance of Jonas Butgos, son of
the late press icon and founder
of this newspapet, Joe Burgos.

After the acquiteal of Major Harry
Baliaga, Jz., the only person formally
charged with Jonas® kidnapping, I
guess what happens next is now up
to Divine Providence,

ek
From an internet friend:
Husband: Shall we try a new
- position tonight?

ironing board, and I'll sit on the
couch watching TV while drink-
ing beer and farting
e
https:// www. facehook.com/
reynaldo.arcilla, 9847

e Wit fer—Stre:You stand by thie
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Walking the talk, beyond office

HEY did it

Former Foreign Affairs ¢

Secrerary Albert del Rosario®

.and former Ombudsman Conchita
Catplo-Morales did whar the cur- -
"rent administration could not

do: they haled Chincse President

X ]mpmg to the International

.. Criminal Court, alleging: that the
latter and. other Chinese officials

commitfed crimes against human-~

ity because of the environmenral

d'umge done to the West Philip-.

- pine Sea.

‘As we all know, Chum is no-..
~torious for using its giant saper

dredgets to create artificial islands

in disputed waters. Even the Per-
manent Court of Athiteation, in.

its decision in the arbitradon fled

:-by-the Philippines agdinse China, -

recognizes this. The award states

in part;.“There is no question thar -
‘the atificial island-building pro-"
- granvis part of an official Chinesée.”

policy and program 1mplcmcnttd
by otgans of the Chinese State.”

The arbitral tribunal sought the.

opinion of three coral reef ex-

perts (Dr. Seling Ward, Professor :
Peter Mamby, and Dr. Sebastian .
Ferse)-to determine the teuth of:
-the Philippine claim that China’s.
reclamation activities have cansed | stz

(a 140-merer-long excavation ves-
:sel called Tian Kon Haobaclt) and

" magsive damage 10 coral reefs and

“mafine life in the West Philippine.
~Bea. All three independent experts.
- e-Gnanimeus-in-saying-that-—the-mood-to-stop-theirreckmesasodecldécth sy tic wbunATT Fvor

China’s construction activities
have “impacted reefs on a scale

unprecedented-tir the region,”™ i
ing satellife photos that show “up
to 60 percent of the shallow reef

halsitat ardieseven véels ldve been
sliveetly destroyed,™. = e

‘More disturbing is lhe finding
of Di. Ferse that the damage to

. coral reefs, built over cetturies, is

near-permanent. Yes, Jet that sink

in-for a moment: near-permanent.

They also stated that the damage

~+will také decades 16 repait. Justa-
~pose this with the fact that China

stacted testng a new super drsdger
you, just know chat they aren’t in

tion dctivifies any time soon, Any
Philippine official who thinks

G

that this 6&w BEF sratus of the
incumbent -president with Xi is

enough to get the Chinese to stop

‘i3 Tsland building h'l"i hig head up

“the wrodg orifice,”

The Del Rosatio ancd C‘Llplu—Mo-
rales initiative is cértainly ereative in
its atteenpt to stop Chinas impunity
in disputed watets. Recall also that
some experts were on the fence
about the chances of the Philippines’
clim against China regarding the
latter’s faiture to comply with its ob-
ligations under the United Nations
Conventibn on the Law of the Sea
{UNCLOS) to ptesetve and protect
the matine envimmnu}t, but this was

eigney and sovereign rights, Ching’s
actions have indeed caused near-
irreparable harm to the environ-

-ment in and around these areas in

question, [t has deptived not just
the preseat generation of Filipinos
of theirright to benefic from these
marine fégources, but also genera-

‘tions 6 come;

It no wonder that thousands
of Filipinos online have put theix
sngmturc to an anline petition sup-
porting Del Resatic and Carpio-
Morales, Recent sur veys have
shown a high distrust among our
people of China, despite tepeated
atternpts by this administration to
smaath over objections by saying
that PH-China 1eh@ons are now’

‘enjoying a revival

Despite relinquishing their pub—
lic duties at the end of their re-
spective tenures, hoth Del Rosaria.
and Carpio-Morales have shown
us that even private titizens can
do their pate in making sure that
Chinese aggression will not win
the day. Along with Supreme Court
Senior Associate Justice Antonio
Catpio, who continues to sound
the alarm whenever necessary (the
most recent being the problematic
Chico river pump irrigation loan
from China) we are assured that
there are those among us who will
continue to stand in the gap against

‘China’s Goliath, These three—Diel

of the Philippines.
Beyond infringing on sover-

Rosario, Carpio-Morales, and Car-
plo—deserve all the support they
can get from us ordinary citizens,
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| 'Chma’s on foreign affajrs’ an
- claim... the &ven officialdom's fore
policy. . . :
It;lzzttgmes What- it does 1s to K
. claims over "_cement, ‘the peweptlen that: she Was L
and shill s not ready. for the presxdency
'Ss’;z;?muyh ‘o1 -even. the vice: premdency, for*-,,

. that mater.

to former Foreign Affaivs Secretary
Albert del Rosario: and former
Ombudsman Conchita CarpioMorales,

* Philippines-can stand up to Ching; a

some: othex Chmese ofﬁcla]s by two _
former Philippine:officials, referring :

.‘ the-complaint filed by her yellow
eolleagues as well as the fishermen
before the International Griminal -

Court (JCC) has-proven that the protected her yellow. patron, Aguino,

< iftethe ke minded yellows: beliave™

* inferiority compared to. Ching, we

gd in: real time; despite

. _--the‘fact'that these: special forces

commiandos beggad for. assistance

*.and air power since they were. bemg

‘massacred? .
Morales, then Ombudsman, agaln 5

which is-why heis still scot-free.."
But what makes.Robredo;.along :

-by the Musllm lﬁbﬂl& Co T

that given-our military and econoriic

can crush it with what she claims
are the newly inspired hope and




- Mt isasif: we' kept ol op
In:our hearts showmg, i
that we still: have thestreng
a gxant hke Chma," Rub

' i YHOY
“Aquino, the: yeiiows rqjomed over the.
: meg of the'

e Hague for: ‘having -

' ruledin. favo of the Philippines, a
‘ruling that. ¢ah hmdly be-enforced;by

~the couit and.even; Drove
; to the: Phxhppmes e
"What.the yeIlows never adnutted

‘to 18 the fact that while the PCA-

‘junked: China’s' elaim of the nine-
.dash line- (.oveung vntualiy all 9f

'whose posntmn against China; even'

i t:he PCA 'enexaily favured the

in fakmg the.

- infrasts

¥ ,Hm,{r reglme, -

) ?l--,approach to
“Ghina;, lett. the nation with no |

' opportumtres in: trade ‘and even

ucture from nelghbonng "

day, ‘we-have -

: Yot Robledo elaims: eiatmn that
- l;he former officials; hadithe strength :

to-come forward’and fight for. the -

hillppmes Sovereig rig

" Wake up to reahty, Len, and don’t
Caspine the fight as-a fight for ¢ saverelgn
1 vights and: Jurisdwtmn The yellows
“serewed it up and ah eady lost
Scarhorough Shoal,. - .

: "V‘G*him;:‘l‘érrs“ﬁ“‘“ i Temained high

‘during the term of Aquino,
©_“who-tried to fight. China’
with the backing ‘of the

- get China out of. the
shoal area.

US, but éven failed to’
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After lymg low singe th‘ "'fa:le
PN -;'2013 ‘the mercurial-founding: chal
IR ileeration ant;( NLF).;_ haun{

. wip in'the: naneof’ Fedel alis
: - Misnari, & chausmatm scholar, had hee
the serious. fowes allegedly launched attacks on ¢
“business of City leading to:a three-week’ hattle agamst the? mﬂiﬂaryt

negotiating claimed-about 200. lives; :
No less than President Duterte, h1s iong’- e’

and

pa'pmg;_?ing .ally, revealed what the. :80-yoar old. rebel Tead
with *_shonld the government's planned shi ift o Fed
others... - ThePr esident said Misuari made b the »thleatdu g,

‘in Malacanang last week.:

T A federal: system of government ,Mlsua
T :.undellvel promise: agider
). Accordingto hif, he would ratheér witnes he implementation:
cof Federa]:sm over: the Bangsamoro Jaw zeeently ratified by

' ‘the.reb nted d

" Whiéthor he stifl s 100,000 followers as he.
i <3 be]ieve could stlll cnntubute to the quest for peace

of negotlatmg panels to: : ; ‘ha
- 'MNLF leader is pushmg',t_m the Mnr people The Premdent:__ -'-_base in the pom v1ilages of
- Sulw wihich can be stilized to -

= wants to craft the setyp-within the federal structures. and in.
-acccrdance wath the Gonstxtutmn. Malacanang' s o achieve a,complehemwc 7

the §0- ca!]ed La.nd 6

thleat saymg the: govel
omlse if they are pu

* prepared to thwart any rebellion, /
_while believing: that-the two sides
_ would not reach that stage

RIS (X1 T 7Y SR R



: :,.;.::pﬁpbsiﬁly_féél'ih'é't'hé"su’hh_léiii{ﬁilﬁémons Mindonao?
~of his mortality, Mis‘uar’i:‘h;;:sjinstalled{his.':f" d _ 1o:

- eldest son, H‘aii"_Ut‘c_er;af_iin’,’-a,Sllax'iall-:Séh'olai','l'eia01'_!:e-('{i'y more

- radical than his father as his vige: chairman, Analysts see

this as a;ploy to reinfrce his clout in the Muslim community

which youst have'grown tired of his.empty rhétoric. .
Instead ‘of resorting to being g fivebrand, Misuari, 4t
this stage should buckle down-to the serious business of
negotiating and partnéring with others who also have other
idess on what constitute progross; eqiali -and justice,
- Working withinthe ¥irueturs of the newly-created
- Bangsamoro framework which the Moro people ad
+ ratifiod is a good start, Misnar{ :

- éthuicity:based grievanc
. -divided the Moros. - J" - :
. Misuari now.1ias a ehoice. He-can make himself
- an instrument of division with declarations of war
- or-amessial of peace by unifying the beleaguered
mgsamoro people..- . - .

2y over-the Bangsamoro
b infuriated many 2.,

lasting peace in

{.can then use: whatever. .
hag to tratiscend the..
esand prejudices that has

(et



By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS
26 MARCH 2019

hitps: //news.abs-cbn.com/

Soldiers who fought rebels honored in army anniversary

ABS-CBN News
Posted at Mar 25 2019 0819 PM

Soldiers who battied communist rebels and 1S1S-inspired terrorists were among military
personnel recognized during the 122nd founding anniversary of Philippine Army, Thursday
(March 21).

The Distinguished Conduct Star (DCS), known as the second highest military award in the
Armed Forces, and the Gold Cross Medal (GCM), or the the fourth highest military award,
were among the accolades given during the event.

The DCS was awarded to Sgt. Arnel Alberto, Cpt. Roel Delos Reyes, and Pvt. Jerry Wassig
for their roles in fighting Maute terrorists in separate encounfers.

Meanwhile, the GCM was awarded to 1st Lieutenants Francis Hernaez, William Hiponia,
and Antonio Cortes; and Staff Sgt. Juljiri Abdurajik for fighting communist insurgency
across the country.

Currently, the Philippine Army is open for applicants who are interested to join the troops.
Watch more in iWant or TEC.tv

President Rodrigo Duterte ied the conferment of medals. He also took a look into the
Army's current capabilities and modernization plan during the anniversary program.

Prior to the anniversary activities, Duterte had also led the unveiling of the Marawi Heroes
Memorial Monument at the Libingan ng mga Bayani.

» Duterte unveils Marawi Heroes Memorial

Read More: Philippine Army  military anniversary President Rodrigo
Duterte soldier recruitment

67

5 B3 Honor. Patriotism. Duty




