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CYBERSECURITY BULLETIN 

Cybersecurity Bulletin: #17-06 

Is Paying For Antivirus Software Worth It? 

Our_daily and digital lives overlap each other. Since our personal safety 

takes precedence over everything, it's safe to say that our digital security is a close 

second. 

The price of digital safety 

It's hard to put a price tag on digital safety. Take malware for example. 

These sneaky little codes find their way into your devices and transmit your personal 

information to computers far away that are operated by fraudsters. The end result 

eQuid translate into anything from cybercriminals draining your bank account to holding 

all your information hostage by freezing your device and asking for a ransom . 
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How much precaution is too much precaution? 

As in real life being cautious online can prevent a lot of trouble. However 

it's not foolproof. When your information is stored in doctor's offices, department store 

databases and credit unions, your information is only as safe as the weakest online 

security these companies use. 

This brings us to the biggest challenge of Internet security - free vs paid 

Internet security. 

Free Antivirus Software 

It's free. When on a tight budget this may help. But remember there is 

no such thing as a free meal. Free antivirus software comes with its own baggage. 

While most free antivirus software comes with good rating, there is only 

so much it can do. It will provide basic level protection. You may have to upgrade to 

the paid form to get comprehensive coverage. Free software may not be able to keep 

up with the dynamic changes in the cyber landscape. Some of the free antivirus 

software comes loaded with advertisements that may slow your device. 

There is also the risk of disclosing your personal information and leaving 

your device open at the mercy of a free service. All your sensitive transactions, 

irreplaceable photos and files reside on your device. Putting your trust on a free service 

is putting too much at stake. 

Paid Antivirus Software 

Paid antivirus software has a lot to offer. It is backed with excellent 

customer support and guarantee. It not only defends against viruses, spyware, 

malware, it also safeguards your identity and online transactions. When you subscribe 

to a service like Norton Security Premium you get protection for multiple devices and 

it includes family safety features. That means your kids can explore the connected 

world safely. Also you get 25 GB of secure cloud storage for your PC. It also 

automatically backs up your photos, financial files and other important documents of 

your choice on your Windows PC. If your computer has a virus after you subscribe, a 

Norton expert will help keep your devices virus-free or give you a 100 % refund. 

It is popularly believed that paid antivirus is for people who use their 

devices for more complex and high-end tasks. However the truth is cybercriminals are 

not just after your device any more. They are after the information on your device. 

They are capable of stealing your money, your identity and your information. What 

may seem unimportant to you can fetch a high price in the underground economy. 

With new threats like spyvvare and data breaches everyone is capable of becoming a 

prime target for cybercrime irrespective of how tech savvy they are. The best defense 
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