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Of the 10 rebels, i les
for a bilateral ceasefire inithe-

‘women. They all have yet to’

be identified. .

" The government lost Ser-
geants Nelson Zamora and
~ Bernard Rosete.

In General Santos City, the
rebel group torched two haul-
ing trucks, a motorcycle and
building of Amades Phela Re-
sources, a banana export firm.

Over in Eastern Visayas, the
Army lost an undetermined

fourth round of peace talks

" in the Netherlands set to start

next week. S
* Chief government negotia-
tor Silvestre Bello Il said Presi-
dent Duterte and National
Democratic Front emissary
pidel Agcaoili are both infer-
ested in obtaining a bilateral
ceasefire to end the hostilities.
#The first agenda item that

Army Core Purpose: Segin/g the people. Securing the land.
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we will tackle starting April 2
will be the issue of a bilateral
ceasefire agreement. 50 very -

close, 1 think we should.con-
centrate on this more impor-

tant agreement because this is
where we will be assured of the

lowering or ending of hostili-
ties,” Bello said.

A bilateral ceasefire would .
“give the government assurance. .
‘on the parameters and terms:

of reference of the agreement.
Although optimistic, Bello

Metro Manila march along Recto Avenue in
go'the people to join the New People’s Army.

EDND GUMBAN

said both government and
communist negotiating pan-
els would be facing difficult
issues, including forced.col-
lection of revolutionary taxes
and definition of buffer zones.

The government panel is

he his
structural inequalities in
" ippine society.: 0 E o

He described CASER as the
heart and soul of the peace
process as it would tackle is-
sues of social justice, extreme
poverty of people, corruption
in government and injustice.

Unless these root issues
sré addressed; ‘he-added; the
fighting ‘would ¢ontinue in
the country as'he gave assur-
ance that the military would
keep to its role of protecting
the nation as the NPA tries to
intensify its campaign so it
could negotiate from a position
~ of strength during the talks. —
.. With Ed Amoroso, Jose Rodel
" Clapano, Rey Galupo, Getry -

Lee Gorit, John Unson, John
Paul Jubelag

Phil-

SILRE L Emal aoC oespe.ermy 20t dgmalliom . T ng. {C2:B48-
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--.surnamed }ama i -
. Villagers,, who asked not to :
‘be identified due to. security
Sald the  victims
. could have been mlstaken for

: __Abu Sayyaf bandits. '

concerns;

se .. "complammg about. the sup- -

““Fheard ihere was a group__

1 posed 1 incident in C andiis. We_- :

Witnesses Tater led the vie-
tlms families to their relatwes

: 'jgraves;te 'On’‘Monday,. mem- .
bers of the Jama family posted

photos of the victims on Face-

" book and sought help so sol-

diers aliegedly behind their
deaths could be punished.

mmtary operations ag

© will Iook inito this (compiamt) -
L -_he said. . '

Galvez 'Séid as’ fa,r as Iﬁe '

i ‘knew the only engagement in’
g7 j_Basﬂan 6n Sunday took place on -
_Mt Matangal, notin’ bandus,_ e

i ah_L1dasan of the Mo—f :

AbuSayyafin Basilaniand Sulu =

-.pzovmces should be mvestl—_
gated. '

B “Agam, based on unfound»'
ed accusations and poor intel-
ligence reports, civilians, i
cludipg minors, are killed in’

: military operations,”, she said..

*Lidasan said the: victims of -
the Candub incident added to’
the growing list of civilians al- -
legedly killed ~ by soldlers
—-JUL!E ALIPALA SNQ i
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At least 15 commumst rebels
and three government soldiers
weére killed in separate clashes
in Quezon ‘anid Orjental ‘Mins=

doro. provinces on Thursday,

military. and police reports said,

* Alse on Thursday, a mother

and her’ thzee daughters were
wounded when New People’s
Army (NPA) rebels attacked a

military detachiment in Silvino .
Lobos town in Northern Samar :

The “rlashes eripted a c'lay

after the" NPA, the armed wing

of the Commiunist Party of the
Philippines (CPP}, celebrated its
48th founding anniversary.
These alsc happened as the gov-
ernment and . the - National
Democratic Front of the Phxhp-
pines were preparing to resume
pedace negotiations™ in- ’E‘he
Netherlands next week.

In Quezon,Lt. Col. Randoiph
Cabangbang, commander of the
Army’s 8oth Infantry Battalion
in the northern section of the
province, said two government
soldiers were killed and three
others were wounded after a
firefight with NPA rebels in

F'nrefights between gcv"t troaps,

General Nakar town

Cabangbang said aboﬁt 407

Army soldiers were on combat
patrol at -2 p.m. on Thursday
when they clashed with more

than 30 NPA rebels in Barangay

Lumutan. The fireflght went on
for two hoiirs. .

Brig. Gemn. Restituto Padﬂla
Jr.,-Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines spokesperson, said the

em:ounter was inmated by the

military.’
Ter rebels were k]lled TWo
of them believed to be women
fighters, he said. CT
Cabangbang said the mili-
tary deployed K-g units'to find
out where the rebels buried
their dead.
The remains of the two sol-

diers were ‘taken to a fumeral -

parior in Tanay town in Rizal
province.
Two of the wounded soldiers

were taken to the V. Luna mili- -

tary hospital in Quezon City.

* {n Oriental Mindoro, mili-
tary operations continued on
Friday after the four-hour gun-
battle berween government sol-

-NPA empt ays abefore peace talks resume

a3 year -old mother and’ her
““three-daughters were wounded
“after their house was hit by:a

1 that leftsix dead
- "Army Capt. Chns Cuenca of

'the Philippine  Army's - 203rd
Brigadé said at least five NPA

rebel§were killed in the clash that

_started-at 8 a.m. on Thursday.

Military reports said a sol-

. dier was killed, but his identity
was withtheld pending the fami-

Iy's pPrmzssmn 1o release hlS

name.. .
: Army offu:xals beheved the :

NPA rebels had-planned to at-
tack a military detachmeént in
Barangay Benil, a Mangyan
cominunity, in Bulatacao. Fight-
ing erupted about 3 kilometers
from the detachment.

Padilla said the NPA attacks
that occurred after the CPP

-agreed toreturn’to the negotiat-

ing table might be a sign that its

leadership was losing control of

its forces on the ground.
The attacks, he said, could
also be part of the insurgents’

projecticn of power, so they

could “negotiate from a posi-
tion of strength.”
In Northern Samar province,

nd rebels ‘in Buialacao_

‘ca, 10; and figjilyn,

bomb after NPA rebels attacked

“fa military detachment in Silvino
Lobos town on Thursday.

Genalyn Tulin and her .
daughters—Ruby Jean, 2; Pani-
12—~had
shrapnel wounds and were tak- -
e to the Northern' Samar -

__Provmaal Hospital in, the cap:— )

tal town of Catarman. .. . -
. “Tulin said they were sIeepmg :
in thexz house, which was a few
meters away from the detach-
ment, at 4 a.m. when they'were
awakened by bursts of gunfire. .
She said they scampered for
safety but fragments of the
bomb hit her and her children.
In_Manila, mearly 100 .CPP .
members and supporters, most ©
wearing red shirfs with red ker-
chiefs over their faces, marched
on Friday near Malacafiang ina
show of force before Sunday's
resumption of peace tatks with
the government. —pELFIN T. MAL-
LARI JR., MARICAR CINCO, RACHEL AR-
MNAIZ, PHILIP . TUBEZA AND AR INQ
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pt. John Arvin Enchias
or the Gth Infantry.-.

o Bncinias ciechned to re
'=g'.--ﬂumber of BIFF casualtl
. “Puramt opera.tion i gumg oniti . s o

' two Magmndanan townsi Enemas SO Thursday' .'m.ornmg, Y
'- bgt Mlchael ‘Mabézza; driver of

: ents of the. 4{}t.h ___KM45(3 mmtarytruck and member
. | were mnduetmg'f 5.
- road sectxrzty patrol it the borndary -
of Shariff Auuak and Shariff Savdona
o at'a,' und 6 am. Friday when'f,hey '
Bangsamoro I"_ ar
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By Leila B. Salaverria
@leilasINQ

The government will not de-
clare a unilateral ceasefire
ahread of the resumption of
peace talks with communist
rebels next week, peace panel
chair Silvestre Bello 111 said.

Bello said what President
Dutere wants i a bilateral
ceasefive agreement that has a
greater chance of leading to the
silencing of guns between the
two warring sides.

“Right now, there is no rea-

gotiations, which he said would
forus on forging a mutual deal
with the communists fo silence
their arms.

“I think we should concen-
trate more on this more impor-
tant agreement because this is
where we will be assured of the
lowering or ending of hostili-
ties,” he added.

The goal is to come up with
the bilateral ceasefire agree-
plent during the talks in the
Netherlands next week, which
would have to hurdie the con-
tentious issues of buffer zones

son to declare a unilateral
ceasefire because our President
is more interested in obtaining
a bilateral ceasefire agree-
ment,” Bello told a press brief-
ing in Malacafiang.

“He only has one marching
order: get me a ceasefire agree-
ment,” he added.

With no ceasefire in place,
military operations will be nor-
mal, he said.

“They have tc do their work
as protectors of our people,
maintain peace and order, ev-
erything will be like that. Theve

and the communist rebels’ cob-
lection of revolutionary taxes,
he said.

Another key component to the
success of the deal is the choice of
the referee.

The government had been un-
der the impression that the Nor-
wegian government would be the
third party facilitator, but it was
now reluctant to take on the roie
because of its experience as refer-
ge for the peace process between
the Colombian government and
the FARC rebels, said Beilo.

For the Philippine peace talks,

would be no activities beyond
that,” he said.

Since the government won't
deciareauniiateral ceasefire, he
does not see the communist
rebels pushing through with
their earlier plan te declare
their own ceasefire,

The Comrmunist Party of the

Philippines had planned to de- .

clare a unilateral ceasefire no later
than Friday and had expected the
government to do the same.

But Bello does not consider
fthe absence of a government
ceasefire a5 an obstacle to the ne-

he said Switzeriand, Canada, Aus-
tralia and other countries he did
not name were willing to take on
the role as third party facilitator,
he said.

Bello alse said the President's
earlier demand for the commu-
nist rebels to release their
hostages and stop collecting reva-
hutionary= taxes were not condi-
tions, but just possible terms in
the bilateral ceasefire agreement,

“The President is aware that
in these tatks. we are governed by
the Hague joint Declaration." he
added. mNQ
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5 'by Preszdent Dutert s
Duterte had: earher sand that.

expeeted nothing léss than a- “szgned o ' . i
g :talks_m Utrecth, The Netherlands, Tagt: =

' _3 March 10- 1put the negot:atlons back
- It could help that’ Presrdentzal _' . e :
Peace Adviser Jesus Dureza and NDF:

bilateral ‘ceasefire agreement” irom
the resumed peace negotiations. .

Senior Adviser Luis Jalandoni’ will
be coming from England where they -

attended a forum earlier this week
on the chal Ienges_facmg Colombia,

which had recently ended a long-drawn’
- conflict with a peace agreement w1th_

PARC rebels.
In separate mtemews Dureza and
J aIandom said they were “opfimistic”

that the fourth round of talks counld re-

sult in the sighing of a first-everbi'ateral
ceasefire agreement in Noordwijk: -
As it is, the talks under the Du-

ig deelared by them, we shnuId expecl::
: mc:dents like that to happen evenifthe

CASER addresses such cententzous
issues such as agrarian reform, national
industrialization, and foreign policy.

There are five pillars that form the

- foundation of the talks, namely, CASER,

CARHRIL, the Agreements on Safety

and Imrmunity Guarantées (JASIG), Po-

litical Constitutional Reform'__(QAP'CR),

OFFICE OF YHE A
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v Also blate in the fourth round W111 :
‘be the contifiuing discussions ot ‘the”
‘Comprehensive Agréement on the
“Socio-economic ‘Reforms (CASER),
‘which is considered the heart and Soui

. _of the peace negotiation. -

- TR [G;‘;

rebels in the abgence ‘of any directive -
from President’ buterte decIarm a

ceaseﬁre with the Reds: -

. Padilla algo expressed sadness
“over the latest Communist Partyof the
- . Philippines (CPP) directive ordering its
members to step up their recruitment
of educated youth and workers. He said
the CPP directive runs counter fo the -
NDF peace panel’s earlier pronounce-.
ment of wanting peace to succeed .
through negotiations with the govern:
ment. (With reports from Genalyn D.
Kabihng and Franms T Wakeﬁeid) :

540-9355 Logcal: J;FN, £205
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Cash awards

" ernment (DILG) and 'che Department_ -
- of National Defense (DND),:in.coop-. .-
+ eration with the Office of the Preszdent'.

o (OP} and supporting agencies. -

In'his message at the iaunching .

' of the program at tHe Atrium Hotel in
Pasay City DILG Secretary Ismael D
Sueno called on soldiers and policemen

to be brave in carrying out their duties -

from the harangay level upwards.
DUiaAg Tong a8 you follow the rule of
law, and follow the oath of your office,
" I repéat what the President has said:
‘Huwag kayong matakot, I will support
vou,” Sueno said.. - -
Special Finance A551stance (SFA)

: wﬂl'be granted to those killed in action-

or operations in the amount of #500,000. .
_Those wounded inaction or. operation . ..
- with total permanent physxcai disability .-

will get P250,000, Those with major and
minor injuries will get £100,000..
There will also be shelter assastance

1o the families of those killed and those
 wounded with total permarient physmal
disability -- #450,000; health care assis-

tance through coverage of premiums
of the Philippine Health Insurance
Corporation (PhilHealth) at £2,400
a year; maintenance medicines pro-

vided by the Department of Health for .
qualified beneficiaries of those killed or

children or other beneficiaries of thoge

physical disablity . -

... Aldingin the 1mpiementatmn of the
new aid program the KIA/WIA Ore-Stop -
- Assistance Program Management Of -

- Tice at the DILG-Napolcom Center. - -

Sueno said that in addition, the

~ President intends to start a frust fund

for those killed and wounded in actionor
operation beginning at #1 billion, with
more added each year.

“The President knows the risks
these military and police personnel take
and the sacrificés that they have given
for us; 50 he wantsto give back to the
spouses and the children,” he added.
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through annual stipends for up to two

s killed or wounded with total permanent'
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_ Inthe celebratlon Tast Wednesday ef its 48th a,nmversam
ﬁ_'-the NPA said it had infused new blood with a nevs set of
' young members to its central committee. S
" THé CPP added it held its historic Second Party Congress
from October 94 to Novermber 7, 2016 ‘the f1rst natmnal party
congres& it liad in five decades.
‘“Drawing lessons from the Party srich Instory, the Seccmd
_ .Congress presented 2 clearer picture of the strategy and
tac‘mcq for taking advantage- .of the insoluble and ‘worsening
crisis of the world capitalist system, the strategic decline of
Us 1mpe11ahsm and the chronic crisis of the domestic ruling
_ system in order to advance the protracted people’s war
towards complete victory,” the, CPPsaid. . -
’ Neither the CPP nor the NFA mentioned anythmg about 8.
desire to make peace with the government. :
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age joint me -
Y tEe seventhdivision . © spcwnden :
 ofthe anti-graft cotirt, refired [t .---comp]amtq against: thern are’
* -Gen Jorge Segovia, retired Maj. - “duplicitous for: allegmg.ﬁ
- Gen Aurelio Baladad, Brig. Gen . more than a single offense.”
- Joselito, Reves, Col, Crzstobal'-.- _L:The-wspondents arefacmg.i

' Zaragoza/ ;Sﬁpermtendents : :_.elght counts, each ot_vwla'ao'
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1

“in by for new dxremvsgfrom__ i ._d 9, d : ; 5})1
. main” ‘headguarters. We are. lodged & territorial.claim’
- going back %o Beftharn Rise,” ' to Bgenham Rise with the UN. .1 sed by -Chma,:_ apa
" gaid Commandet Jeff Rene Commission on the' L1m1ts of " Korea-which are considered
 Nadugo, the commandmg of- the Continental Shelf. -~ the top countries in ferms of
ficer of Alcaraz. - The €laim was granted m-_. ‘maritime s ost :any-
- cantims "2012 '.Wlth Benham Rise as an -where

.' Alcaraz

5 pent-for- pubhc view= i
~ing on Saﬁ'ﬂdﬁ? 'énd Sﬁﬂda}’;_ ‘continental sheif located some. -
- hesaid. L 350 nautical miles off Aurora owiedge and value. S
Nadugo sald ’rhey are tahng___'_'provmce in the coun’cry s east- . you ¢an. merge. their equip~.
thelr provisions from thenaval * ern seaboard. - : “ment and our “talent then we
forces of Northern LUZOII at.-'..-f. Lawmakers are etudymg ~“canjointly conduct exploration
Poro Point. - ' the proposal made by Sen at area,” Gatchalian said.
~Nadugo Said the two ves- Sonny Angara to create the Hej re;tera_ted the th_hp—
seis _Went on pa’crol to: check"'Benham Rlse Development_.;{ piies
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“of the CPP, respeehvelj ; "_'nd captured after castly Armed _
p Forces of the thhppmets (AFP) OIJBI'atIOI’lé: -
- The CPP and its armed wing,. New People's Armv (NPA) |
i' were aIso demandmg that the government pull out the 4
" milit _y from. areas Where-theyfciaim te have mﬂuene {m
these terr it'ories SR
T - Defense Secretary Deifm Lorenzana reJected thls, saymg
that the eialmed NPA~1nf1uenced areas are where the
' .extnrtmn activities of the communist movement called
i revolutlonary taxation were vvldespread
* The NPA, immediately after the CPP ended the ceasefire
‘with the government ceasefn e stilt up, launched attacks on
- military installations, © e
Rody shortly after lzfted the inilateral truce Was the' :
- first to dedare dm’mg his state of the nation addz ess (Sona) |
' lastJuly,

Rody showed good fmth in mztxatmg the ceasefzre but it
gave him little levérage power as the CPP-NPA-National
Dermocratic Front (NDF) started to demand outrageous terms
such as the release of up to 300 so-called political prisoners
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“Tn the celebration last Wednesday of its 48th anniversary,.

the NPA said it had infused new blood with a new set of
young: merabers to its centril committee.

The CPP added it held its historic Second Pari;y Congress

from October 94 to November 7, 2016, the fiI‘St natmnai party
congress it laad in five: decades: -

_“Drawing lessons from the Party’s rich hlstory, the Second

Congress presented a clearer picture of the strategy and
tactics for taking advantage ‘6f the insoluble and worsening
crisis of the world capitalist system the strategw decline of
Us zmperlahsm and the chronic crisis of the domestic ruling
system in order to advance the pr otracted people’s war
towards complete victory,” the CPP said.

‘Neither the CPP nor the NPA mentioned anything about a.

desire to make peace with the government.
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WWW, dwdd.com.ph

'1 NPA ks!led 2 soidiers hurt in N&att encounter: 2 other NPA surrenders

o b Qlawdio
MAWAB COMPOSTELA VALLEY PRO\/!NCE Comb ned troops of 28th and 66th Infaniry Battalions
engaged in a firefight with members of the NPA in Brgy Tagbinunga, Mat! City, Davao Oriental (DOR) on
Thursday. March 30. Two soldiers were hurt while troops recovered the dead body of an unidentified NPA
rebet while a rebel who escaped from the encounter site gave himself up to another group of soldiers. On the
same day, a minor female NPA member returned to the folds of law through the 7Q1st Infantry Brigade

stationed in Sitio Magay, Brgy Don Martin Marundan, Mati City.

The soidiers engaged in a 20-minute firefight a group of 40 NPA rebels belonging to Pulang Bagani Company
(PBC) 6 in Sitic Bukadan of Brgy Tagbinunga. An |ED explosion injured Pfc Jouie Oliveros and Pic Anatoly
Lechoncito who both suffered shrapnel wounds. The wounded soldiers were immediately airlifted to Camp
Panacan Station Hospital, Davao City while the cadaver of the NPA rebel was brought to Padilla Funeral, Mati

City.

An NPA member named Ricarde R. Bisaya alias Jonas, whe is from Tarragona, DOR and was part of the
group encounterad by the troops surrendered to 28IB at Brgy Don Salvador Lopez, Mati City a few hours after
the encounter. Me averred thai he surrendered for fear of his life after seeing several of his comrades hit during

the encounter.
Reporis have also reached 28IB'that 2 number of families from the three Barangays of Don Salvador Lopez,

Buso and Taghbinunga of Mati City have evacuated into safer areas. The Local Government Unit of Mati City,
police and military are closely working together to facilitate and provide the immediate needs of the affected

families.

Meanwhile, in a separate report from 701st Infantry Brigade, a minor female NPA identified by her alias as

Shena, 14 and medic of PBC 6 returned to the folds of law. It may be recalled that her mother Leonila
appeared before the Davao City media and appealed for the NPA 1o return her daughter who was recruited to

ioin the rebel group last January 2017,
Maior General Rafael Valencia, 10iD commander. lauded the bravery of the soldiers, prayed for the fast
recovery of the wounded soldiers and expressed his support for the peacefu! resolution of the armed conflict.

“The 48 vears of insurgency have only brought miseries to the Filipino people,” he added. "It is now time for the
communists to abandon the armed struggle and pursue their political objectives through peaceful means.”

MGen Valencia conciuded.
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www. dwdd.com.ph
UPDATE | 25 more firearms seized in continuing focused military

operations in Sulu Province

o~

.. Z=Fiie Photo — firearms in Capual Operations

Camp Navarro, Calarian, Zamboanga City — Soldiers of the 2nd Scout Ranger Battalion under the Joint Task
Force Sulu seized seven more firearms following a clash with an unknown Lawless Group at Brgy Capual,

Omar Municipality, Sulu Province at 2 pm yesterday (March 30, 2017).

The members of the Scout Ranger Company led by CPT Rusell Bawat, while on blocking position encountered
an estimated ten (10) armed Lawiess elements who engaged the soldiers in a 20-minute firefight. As a result,
the lawless elements withdrew leaving behind seven firearms and assorted ammunition.

After scouring the immediate vicinity, the rangers recovered high-powered firearms and ammunitions. As of
1:30 in the afternoon today, March 31, 2017. a total of twenty-five (25) firearms were recovered by the troops.

“We have pushed these bandits out of their comfort zones, and we intend to keep it that way,” says Col Cirilito
Scbeiana, the Commander of the Joint Task Force Sulu-based in Busbus, Jolo, Sulu.

“We will continue to have them running until we get them and their firearms.” Col Sobejana added.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the pecple. Securing the land.
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FOCUSED OPERATIONS | Seven more firearms seized in Suilu
Province

¢ A N

-Headguarters Western-Mindanao Command;-Camp-Navarro, Calarian, Zamboanga City (DWDD} —~ o
Soldiers of the 2nd Scout Ranger Battalion under the Joint Task Force Sulu seized seven more firearms

following a clash with an unknown Lawless Group at Brgy Capual, Omar Municipality, Sulu Province at 2pm
yesterday (March 30, 2017).

The members of the Scout Ranger Company led by CPT Rusell Bawat, while on blocking position encountered
an estimated ten (10) armed Lawless elements who engaged the soldiers in a 20-minute firefight. As a result,
the lawless elements withdrew ieaving behind seven firearms and assorted ammunition.

After scouring the immediate vicinity, the rangers recovered the following High Powered Firearms (HPFAs) and
ammunitions: one (1) M16 with SNs: RP 897526; three (3) M14 w/ SNs: 1108615, 1016529, 496574, two (2)
M1 Garand w/ SNs: 2171440, 2950558; one (1) M203 GL w/ SN: 09883, five (5) M14 ammo magazines; ten
(10) W16 ammo magazines; seven (7) M1 Garand clips; one hundred (100} rounds 7.62 ctdg; fifty (50) cat 30

rds; and, six (6) 40mm rounds.

“We have pushed these bandits out of their comfort zones, and we intend to keep it that way,” says Col Cirilito
Sobejana, the Commander of the Joint Task Force Sulu based in Busbus, Jolo, Sulu.

“We will continue o have them running until we get them and their firearms,” Col Sobejana added. 4CRG /
MCAG

www . philstar.com
NPA rebels burn 2 trucks of banana firm in GenSan

By Johr Unson (philstar.com) | Updated March 31, 2017 - 4:45pm

 Army Core Purpcse: Serving the people. Securing the tand.

I




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

GENERAL SANTOS CITY, Philippines - Communist rebels set on fire two hauler trucks of a banana exporting
firm in an attack in Barangay Sinawal here before dawn Thursday.

Barangay officials had told responding police probers that the atrocity was perpetrated by a band of about 50
New People’s Army (NPA) guerillas led by Alvin Casamorin, also known as Commander Rayray.

The rebels, who arrived on separate vehicles in Barangay Sinawal, immediately barged into the processing
piant there of the Amadeo Banana Company, disarmed security guards and immediately burned two large

trucks parked nearby.

Superintendent Romeo Galgo Jr., spokesman of the Police Regional Police-12, said the NPAs immediately
escaped after the arson attack bringing with them the firearms of the firm’s security guards.

The NPAs used gasoline in burning the two trucks, according to police investigators.

The rebels were last seen fieeing towards the border of Gen. Santos City and South Cotabato province.

www.inguirer.net
4 civilians hurt as NPA rebels raid gov’t post in N.Samar

By: Frances Mangosing - Reporter/ @FMangosing!h
INDLUHRER re / 08:20 PM March 31, 2017

More than 150 New People’s Army rebels overran a military detachment in Northern Samar on Thursday,
seizing high-powered firearms and injuring four civilians.

The rebels attacked the militia detachment in Barangay Geparayan, Silvino Lobos early Thursday, a day after
the 48th anniversary of the NPA, the 8th Infantry Division said in a statement issued on Friday.

The rebels burned the detachment and seized government firearms — an M860 machine gun; an R4A3 carbine,
four M1 carbines; five M! Garand rifles, and one Harris handheld radio.

The government troops were outnumbered. At the time of the attack, there with less than 20 soldiers and
members of the Citizens Armed Force Geographical Unit (Cafguy).

Stray bullets affected a nearby community, wounding Genalyn C. Tuiin, 31; Joceiyn Tuiin, 12; Danica Tuiin, 10;
and Ruby Jane Tulin, 2.

The 8th Infantry Division launched pursuit operations shortly after the attack, according to 1st Lt. Cherry Junia,
public affairs officer of the unit. /fatm
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www.interaksyon.com

Cordillera NPA urge pubilic to report extortionists posing as rebels

By: Aldwin Quitasol, InterAksyon.com
March 31, 2017 2:32 PM

interAksyvon.com

The online news portal of TVS
BAGUIO CITY, Philippines -- Communist rebels in the Cordillera region urged communities in Abra province {o

report persons posing as members of the New People’s Army to extort money so they can be arrested and

punished.

The Antonio Licawen Operational Front, the NPA unit operating the quad-boundary of Benguet, Abra,
Mountain Province and liocos Sur said in an open letter that it had first received reports of the extortionists’

activities in the last quarter of 2016 and continued to get information since the beginning of this year.

“Dadakkel a kantidad ti kikkikilen dagitoy kadagiti mabiktima da. Agpangpangta da pay a no saan hga agbayad
dagiti mabiktima da ket patayen da isuda (They are extorting large sums of money from their victims. They
even threaten to kill their victims if they will not pay),” the rebel command said.

ALFOC spokeman Salaknib Monteverde said the extortionists’ targets received identical letters saying:
“Mangited kayo iti kastoy a kantidad ti kuarta gaputa kasapulan mi ti agas para iti kadua mi nga nasugatan iti
fabanan. l-envelop vo ken bungonen yo iti newspaper santo ikabil iti sirok Ii rangtay weno basuraan iti kastoy
nga oras (You must give this amount of money because we need it for the medicines of our comrade who was
wounded in an encounter. Put it in an enveiope and wrap it with newspaper then place it under the bridge or if

not in the trash bin within the hour}.”
He said among the latest victims of the scam were Tubo Vice Mayor Johnny Gattud and Budget Officer
Antonio Alfonso.

The rebel spokesman said they are working to identify the perpetrators even as he added they suspect miiitary,

potice or militia personnet.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Explaining why, he said: “Suspetsado a dagus ti namuspusan da a nagkolekta kadagili nakikil da. Idi j-deliver ti

emisaryo ni Gattud ti umuna a bayad ba, waiting shed nga asideg iti detachment i nangpasardengan da iti

lugan ti emisaryo ken nagibilinan da nga pangibatianna ti kuarta, Sintido komon ti mangiladawan a ti saan a

~ mabuleng iti disso nga asideg ti detachment a panglbat/yan iti kuan‘a ket adda mismo iti detachment (Their
manner of collecting the extortion money very obvious. When the emissary of Gattud delivered his advance

payment, the extortionists advised him to alight from his vehicle near a detachment and leave the money there,

common sense will show that a person who is not afraid to order that extorted money be left near a

detachment is himself inside the detachment).”

In the case of Adolofo, he said, it was hard o befieve any rebel would expose himself and coliect money from
the town treasurer in Barangay Dilong, which has a heavy presence of soldiers and militiamen.

Monteverde acknowledged that the rebels do collect revolutionary taxes from foreign and local businesses and
tandlords operating within guerrilla zones and “using the resources of the Filipino people,” as well as access
and permit to campaign fees from candidates during efections, as part of exercising their political power.

He said they send formal letters bearing the logo of the concerned NPA command to those being taxed and
conduct negotiations diplomatically, never through threats.

Monteverde urged victims of the extortionists to “bring the matter to a unit of ALFOC so that we can discuss
the matter and come to a solution on how we can identify and caich these people who are posing as NPAs.

Then we can give these criminals appropriate disciplinary action.”

www dwdd.com.ph
TRADGC canducts Combined Arms Training Exercise

Capas. Tariac- The Philippine Army’s Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC), conducted a thirteen-day
Combined Arms Training Exercise (CATEX) to sustain the war fighting competencies of soldiers held at Fort
Ramon Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija which ended on March 29, 2017.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Three hundred eighty-nine (38%). officers and six hundred eighteen (618), enlisted personnel who are students
of different career courses from various schools under TRADOC took part the CATEX. In addition, 161
Candidate Soldiers from 7th Division Training School. 7th infantry Division, Philippine Army also participated

the exercise.

career courses as the Philippine Army capaciiates soldiers to operate in a joint inter-agency, inter-
governmental and muiti-national environment.

The exercise includes military operation in urban terrain; battle drills and situational exercises; field training
exercises: live fire exercises of 105 howitzers and mortars; and command post exercise. Philippine Navy
students also took their part in the exercise while the Philippine Air Force performed close air support, troops

insertion and casualty evacuation exercises.

TRADOC Commander Brig. Gen. Casianc C. Monilia congratulated the exercise directorate and participants
for a job well done. He emphasized the significance of interoperability and soldier's competency in combined

arms operations.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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“As maneuver leaders, you should be able to integrate capabilities from other AFP branches into operations”,

Brig. Gen. Monilla said.

Brig. Gen. Monilia commended the officers and men of TRADOC, concerned schools and units such as
Combat Arms School: Combat Support School; Combat Service Support School, Army Leadership
Development Center; The Armor School; The Intelligence School; and Tactical Operations Group 3, Philippine

Air Force for their active involvement throughout the CATEX.

The CATEX is in compliance with the directive of higher headquarters geared to infuse in each and every
participant realistic scenarios measuring their preparedness facing real life combat.

WWW.pna.gov.bh
AFP finds it ironic that rebels are talking about peace, yet planning to

recruit more fighters
MANILA, March 31 (PNA) -- The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) said that it finds it very ironic that the

New Peopie's Army (NPA) are talking about peace negotiations and yet are planning to recruit more fighters to

boost their ranks.

The National Democratic Front (NDF) and the Government Republic Philippines negotiating panel are
scheduled to start around round of negotiations in The Netherlands by April.

"It is very ironic that they are planning peace negotiations with the government and yet they are announcing
that they are planning to boost the number of their armed components by recruiting more fighters,” said AFP

spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituio Padilla.

This could complicate the peace process as more fighters in the field could trigger more clashes with

government troops.
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Padilla said this pronouncement by NPA smacks of the apparent disconnect between their units in the ground

and political leadership.

And despite this lack of coordination, the AFP spokesperson said they are willing to go the extra mile so that
President Rodrigo Duterte's vision of a just and a fasting peace will be realized.

"But let us remember that each process of attaining that long, just and lasting peace is a slow process that
demands a iot of meticuious steps, so we are very supportive of that, we are willing to go the extra mile and

we're willing to do our part to make that successful,” he added.

Last February, the government was forced to cancel the peace talks and the ceasefire after the NPAs
conducted a series of unprovoked attacks against military units natienwide, killing six troopers and abducting
three others, aside from destroying millions of pesos worth of property. (PNA)

/PRIAM F. NEPOMUCENO

www dwdd.com.ph

Top Military Doctor Bows Qut

AGUINALDO, Quezon City — After serving 30 years in the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), the
Commander of the AFP Medical Center {AFPMC). Brigadier General Mariano Mejia wili bid farewell to the
military profession Friday. March 31 in a ceremony at the AFP Grandstand.

Lieutenant General Mayoralgo Dela Cruz. The Inspector General, AFP will preside over the retirement
ceremony and testimonial parade this afternoon in honor of BGen Mejia and his outstanding accomplishments.

“As Commander of the AFP Medical Center. BGen Mejia took on the chalienge of bringing the unit into greater
heights by ensuring the highest quality of healthcare services to all AFP personnel,” said Colonel Edgard

Arevalo, AFP Public Affairs Office Chief.
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#




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Colonel Patrick De Leon. the current Deputy for Administration, AFPMC will serve as Acting Commander,

AFPMC.

Conserving AFP’'s Fighting Strength
“In line with the ongoing military operations agamst terrorist groups and other security threats, BGen Me}ta

| %hrough the First Forward MEDICS provided Personnel, Medical. and Logistic Support to bring about its
mandated funciion of conserving the fighting strength of our troops,” Colonel Arevalo added.

Under BGen Mejia, the AFPMC depioyed Forward Medical and Surgical Rotators to Military Hospitals in
Zamboanga City. Cotabato City. and Jolo, Sulu. The teams consist of Medical Corps and Nurse Corps Officers
y treat t facilities.

who augmenied the medical services in miiit

Aside from medicines. equipment was also sent to Camp Teodulfo Station Hospital in August 2016, A fully-
equipped Field Ambulance KM 451 and a Mobile Surgical/Laboratory/Diagnostic Van were flown via C130

aircraft to Jolo. Sulu.

Seasoned Military Doctor
Brigadier General Mejia first assumed the highest position in the AFPMC in an Acting capacity on August 8,

2016. He held this position concurrently as The Surgeon General, AFF. Me officially became the Commander,
AFPMC on December 9. 2016.

Aside from being a brilliant military doctor. he is also a2 Scout Ranger and was assigned to different military
treatment facilities particularly in Visayas and Mindanao.

Among BGen Mejia's previous positions were Commanding Officer at Camp Nakar Station Hospital. Southern
Luzon Command in 2007 Camp General Emilic Aguinalde Station Hospital in 2008; Philippine Army General

Hospital in 2009: and as the Army Chief Surgeon in 2012,

An adopted member of Philippine Military Academy "MATIKAS” Class 1883, BGen Mejia's is a Diplomate,
Fellow and Former National Chancellor of the Pathology of Philippine Academy Specialists. Inc.; completed the
Chemical Defense Course at the Australian Royal Army Engineers New South Wales; and a Senior Executive

in National Security from National Defense College of the Philippines.
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“The AFP leadership salutes BGen Mejia for his remarkable service to the organization and his dedication in
leading the AFP Medical Center in providing better healthcare and medical services to our troops, especially
those in the field who continue to risk their lives to protect our couniry,” General Eduardo Afio, AFP Chief of

Staff said.

www.interaksyon.com
WATCH | Air Force to use 2 more new FA-50s for Mindanao, territorial

defense
By: Kaye Imson, News5 | InterAksyon.com
March 30, 2017 11:08 PM

DALAWA PANG FA.50 LIGHT FIGHTER JET
SULA KOREA NAIBIGAY KA SA PAF

.

d 2‘59 neWiy érff{/ea beééh—ﬁéédé FA-50.

Newsb vidéogréb
InterAksyon.com

The online news portal of TV5

MANILA - Two FA-50 light fighter jets were delivered tc the Philippine Air Force on Wednesday, bringing the

eight the total number now with the military.

The Korean-made, brand-new planes will be used in Mindanac and for territorial defense, the PAF said.

Part of the latter are the routine patrols over the West Philippine Sea and, east of isabela, the Benham Rise
where a Chinese survey vesse! stayed three months in late 2016 till January 2017, triggering an alert from the

Department of Nationa! Defense.
In 2018, President Duterte had remarked that he was not so impressed with the FA-50's capability, and said

the money spent to buy the planes wouid go fo waste because the units are only good for fly-bys.

What can an FA-50 really do?
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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The webpage of FA-50 manufacturer Korean Aerospace Industries describes it as an advanced jet trainer or
lead-in fighter trainer that can also be used for combat.

The design was basically iifted from the US' F-16 fighier jet.

For combat purposes, the FA-50 has a buiit-in modern Gatling gun. It can also be fitted with a missile and
bomb like the Sidewinder and Maverick being used in the US. One Sidewinder costs $370,000; and one
Maverick costs $130,000. Depending on the quality, there are cheaper missiies and bombs in the market.

Reporters asked the PAF if the FA-50s now in the country are already fitted with these, and the reply was
neither to confirm nor deny.

"We can tell you that pero sabi nga ni Tom Cruise di ba sa Top Gun, " | can teli you that but then that's
classified. If | tell you, then I'm gonna have to kill you," a half-joking Col. Gerald Anton, commander of the Air

Defense Wing, said.

Can the FA-50 measure up in terms of operational range - or the distance it can reach in order to engage in
combat and then return to homebase?

The makers of the FA-50 said it can iog 1,150 miles or 1,851 kilometers round frip.
if the FA-50 were based in Paiawan, that's 745 kilometers away from the Spratlys.

A round trip would mean 1,500 kilometers-- meaning, for patro! purposes, it can be used.

Meanwhile, Benham Rise is about 500 kilometers away from the nearest PAF base, in Clark, Pampanga, or

well within the operational range.

Given these, did President Duterte have a point in dismissing the FA-50 offhand? They are new fighter jets,
have the requisite combat range and, in terms of actual combat, the PAF said they have had their "baptism of

fire" in Mindanao, where the government in recent months continued to batlie lawless groups.

For the Air Force, therefore, it was worth acquiring what they call their "fighting eagle,” because it can deliver a
lot of capabilities and power defense capabilities; and, given the right armaments and ammunition, it can

perform well as a fighter jet.
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SEMINAR | Philippine Navy Strategic Sail Plan 2020 CGEA, Quezon
City

Bob e P

CGEA, Quiezon City ( DWDD). ~ Blazing the trail of transformation and good governance requiresthe

sustained enhancement of the organization’s capacity to create, implement, and assess its strategy for
development.

Today, the Philippine Navy commences its second Strategic Planning Seminar thaf will train its new poof of
strategic planners as it sets to craft a new vision and strategy for 2028 and even beyond.

For the second time, the Seminar is conducted In partnership with the National Defense College of the
Philippines. NPAO / MICAG

Rar Am;ral aemo CHo JFP te Chief of Naval Staff, officiaily opens the PN Strategic Planning
Seminar 2017,

Lt £ o e

The second bétch b.f.hew étrmategicl péan'n'ers who wili undergo the 3-day Philippine Navy Sirategic Planning
Seminar 2017.
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Captain Ernesto Baiéo\i‘?ho, the Assistant Chief of Nava! Staff for Education and Training. is the lead staff for
the Philippine Navy Strategic Planning Seminar 2017, together with the Center for Naval Leadership and
Excellence, Philippine Navy and the Office of Naval Strategic Studies.

The current Deput Director General of ‘{héﬂINaﬁonlScurity Councll, retired Rear Admiral Vicente Agdamag,
gives the first iecture on the draft National Security Policy 2017-2022.
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