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Dureza, - Labor - Secretary. . -and
peace panel chair Silvestre Bel-

lo IH and. peace panel-member:

Angela lerado—Tnmdadwbe-
fore the start of the talks. ..
- Sources said that both pan-

. els wouid meet before lunch to -

set the agenda and schedule
for this round of talks. If the

panels agreed on the schedule . AF!

and outline of the agenda, the _

.opening ceremony would pro-

ceed in the afternoon.

- also,,pro

.6 percent.ye

; arly. 1n .
;- ernment . tecords: showed “that
835 million Hectares ‘had been
* distributed t0'5.43 mﬂhon ‘bene-

 ficiaries as 'of 2014 : .
7 tn s drafe Caser, the, NDFP
the polmcai arm of Co i
Cparty of the Pinhppmes {CPP),
posed:a rural industri-
. alization pr gram to spur de-
velopment in‘areas ‘putside ur-
 bancenters:

Rurat:influstrialization; the

. NDFP Caser said,- ~would . .re-
" quire “provision of more farm
technicians, agmcultural credit
't tillers, postharvest facilities,
marketmg agencies,: jrrigation’

systems anid farm-'to _mark_gt
roads

thontauvely artzcula d'concrete‘;_
solutions t¢ - the’ lonig-standing
£CONONIC, socxal and ecological:
cnses m the Phjhppmes ol 'd_

* counitry, as well as gen ne d 4
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gou thought itwasi ‘
iBiguro, very 1mportant sa amin (Butlt’

wery important tous that), we get direct -
idance from the President, no less.
? *s with us every step | of the way, he i 1nterv1ew durmg
ganamtamed . i de Oro ' "
& Thenthe eonﬁrmatmn ﬁ'om Bello ERRA § wﬁibe telhng the Filipino peop]e

Eéat around noomn that the start of the_-_'

talks (Without it

~ come, wala akong magawa (there’
.~ nothing I.can do),” he added::
v The Pres1dent confirm:

- For the ND
Fﬁ:hey also welcome the ‘signing nf the !
ilateral eeasefxre agreement this:

4 this round

My 0 o et
ndlt nalities that 1 Just saxd »

Pad

OFFIC %Advlser Luis Jalandoni.; . :
Jalandoni underscored that there

ﬁ%were still alot of 1ssues that should--_

wage a ﬁght w1th fe]low Fxhpmos, ad-

| 8458555 Local: 5285, 52905

“there’s Ho’ peacex-ﬁ
“:talks),” the Presu'ient gald in.a media . re
: t'to Cagayan' el :
: tions - m response to mfermatlon pro-.
* vided by concerned citizens swelled
" to 104 from February 4.until the end of

' we’ll just have to fight until kmgdom :
‘March, this year.:

'negotxators sought hlS__
ome matters. ‘wherein -
re:“not acceptable to . -0
‘are contained in -

Diterte insisted 'that"he hates to'

_The military chief said this was:
among the reasons’ Why government -

B 'talked to the government negotlators}. ;__.':_-'cannot agree to'a unilateral ceasefire .

jead of the resumption ¢ of the peace .
talks in the Netherlands about hxs con-

- because the NPA has taken advantage:
«of the coasefire penod to undertake}
. more extortion activities at the éxpense

of }egltimate business and peace lcwmg
citizens:

He have a mendaﬁe to follow and

‘.that is fo proteet our people;” Afio
. said; “For the peace talks fo succeed
- we have to see niore sincerity on their

part.” (With a report ﬁ'om Franms T.

" Wakefield) -
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Philippine Army reservists rappel down a fivi

e-story bullding as part of the military’s disaster responst
training at the Delpan Evacuation Center in Manila yesterday.

EDD GUMBAL

.
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army

201 2@amail.com ~ Telno. (02] 845.0555 Local 5285, 52853

Ly Core Purpose Senving the seople. Secunng the land.




Lrmy vision By 2028 & warlc-ciass Anmy that 1s & source o natona’ PHGe

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.artny201 2@grnail.com - Tel ne. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

]
i

h% April 2017

Agcaml; sald-_- t’ius i laste! : _
' mmute announcement” of the . -the mtenm in order to move the
government on its refusal to re 'talks forward and improve the .
store a'ceasefire order for gov- .'atmosphere for negotxatlons af- '_
. ernment troops “constifutes an ter the 1mpasse iast February, '
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~ing 1t the lon
insurgency InAsia oo :
- ~The NDF represents the commuinists in
the peace negotiations with the ‘govern-
“mént that resumed in the Netherlands
-7 Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
" chief of staff Gen. Eduardo Afiourged
- the public to condemn the group and the
crimes it has committed against Filipinos
“'as he described the New Peo l¢/s Army,
NDF's armed unit, as “evil tergorists
-and :éxtortionists, who - impede national

... He said the public.shoul
4l the comumunist atrocities and-antid
-velopment activiies and report’ attempts

extortion v enforcers ar}c’[ sddig;s

et -
HZeditizens.: -
% Afexis Romero, Michael Purong-

bayan ...
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he told _repbrtérs.in Cagaya’n de Oro. -
‘He said members did not benefit from

~ the funds collected by the NPA. ’

~“Ngayon, nalaman nila malaki pala.
.0 o, Umabot ba sa inyo? Wala .
the amotints were.

Tignan I
(They learned how big
Did it reach you? No),” the President said.

1OV € rompager

_';;-;He__.i__nsi_éted_t_hé_t_t certain,
conditions have to be met:so.
fhat the peace talks can pros-+

per. These include the bilateral
ceasefire agreement, stopping
the burning of equipment and
the collection of the so-called

‘revolutionary tax, stopping the

release of people kidnapped by
the rebels. S

i
1

claiming of territories and the

. “T‘am otcupying a position

* with the burden ‘of getting this
country back t0 peace. That 18

my mission but there is acondi-
tion attached toit,” Duterte said.
. The conflict between the
government and the NPA, the
armed wing of the CPE, has
raged since 1968 and killed
more than 40,000 people. '
- Alexis Romero, Reuters

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.arm

]
y2012@gmail.com - Teino. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose’ Serving the pecple Securing 4

e land.




Army Vislon By 2028 & woric-class Army [hal 158 & SOUICE of national pride

OEFICE OF THE ARMY CRIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 E

Page: l

@ Aprit 2017

finance departmeni were also questioned
earlier by KPK.

Arifin and Dwiratmanto were report-
edly picked up from the company's head-
quarters in Surabava, East Java, around
11 pm. local time, according 10 8 Jakaria
Post repost.

PT. PAL Indonesia had reportedly won
a tender for the construction of two S5V
worth Rp 1.1 frilion (48257 million} for
the Philippine Navy. .

The first warship delivered to the
Philippines, named BRP Tarlac, arrived
on Mav 14, 2016 after a five-day journey

from the PT PAL shipyard in Surabava, L
I+ was commissioned in short ceremo- ~ Justlike BRP Tariac, BRP Davao Del Sur
ies at Pier 13, Manila South Harbor on is also a Makassar-class landing platform
June 1, 2016 dock.

Both BRP Tarlac and BRP Dawuac del

The second vessel, christened BRP
Daoaa del 51,18 scheduled tobe delivered Sur serve as floating command-and-
this month or by May. control ships, especially in the conduct
The tyeo-unit S8V procurement project of humanitarian assistance and disaster
of the Navy reportedly has an approved response, and will also serve as a military
pudget coniract of P4 billion sourced sealift and transport vessel.
BERP Davaoc del Sur has an overall

from the Armed Forces of the Philippines’

( AFP} Modernization Act Trast Fund. -,;1?..»1,1& th of 120 nefers, breadth of 21 meiers

Sources in Indonesia maintained that &0 'dmf.f of five.meters. It carries a-pays
ipad of 2,800 tons. :

the bribery case against PT. PAL officals
does not involve any officials of the Philip-
ine Navy or AFF.
~What T understand is that the bribery
case was hetween the Indonesian broker

hjl_ippn}_e,N'af
_ pdﬁ'_DWiréfx_ﬁzﬁ_iﬁo_f: company and the PT. PAL officials, and
“were reportedly takeriin’ doesnot involve anvone from the Philip-
. Thursday by KPK affer sev- . pines,” a sOUTCL of The STAR said.
‘erdl persofine of PTEPALSs: As of press time, however the non-
CmEELT ,'.i'.;ﬂ_..'-rgfn{oﬁpagé_g,' smvolvement of Philippine officials in

the alleged bribery case could not be

confirmed.
Likewise, the delivery of BRP Dazao del
Sur as scheduled amid the issue could not

he asceriamed.
KRP Dgoae del Sur was launched and

christened coremuUnies aisoe held in
Gurabaya and atended by Philippine of-
Feale in Seplember 206
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By EDU PUNAY

For the first time yesterday, the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
patrolled Benharn Rise, following
the reported presence of Chinese
vessels in the area declared by the
United Nations as part of the extended
continenta} shelf of the Philippines.

The PCG said a Britten Norman
Islander aircraft was sent to the area
to conduct maritime domain survey.

No PCG station or facility has
ever been put up in Benhamn Rise, a
13.rmillion-hectare area off the coast
of Aurora province that has been a
usual pathway of typhoons from the
Pacific Ocean.

e to the vastness of the area,
PCG spokesperson Commander Ar-
mand Balilo said the PCG personnel
manming the aircraft had to refuel in
Paler, Aurora before continuing the
survetllance.

Recently, the Philippine Navy’s
cutter BRP Ramon Alcaraz surveved
the vast waters of Berham Rise.

Government officials earlier in-
voked the country’s sovereign rights
over Benham Rise following the

passage of Chinese vessels in the
territory. :
Supreme Court Assoclate Justice
Antonio Carpio explained that the
Philippines has the exclusive right to
explore and exploit the oil, gas and
other mineral resources in Benham
Rise, which has been confirmed by
the UN Commmission on the Limits of
the Continenital Shelf (CLCS) as part
of the country’s extended coniinental
shelf or ECS. ) .
Berham Rise is said to have un-
tapped natural resources, including
rich minera! deposits, and is said
to be wider than Luzon, Samar and

Levte combined.

Carpio clarified, however, that
while the Philippines has the ex-
clusive right on oil, gas and
minerals in Benharn Rise,
the country cannot claim
sovereignty over it because
it is “not part of Philippine
national territory.”

The associate justice ex-
plained that other states
like China “have the right
to conduct in Benham Rise
fisherv research because the
fish in the ECS belongs to
mankind; surveys on water

sahmty and water currents because navigational purposes becatise there
the watercolumn in the ECSbelongs = is freedom of nqngaﬁon inthe ECS.7

1o mankind; and depthsoundingsfor .- - ST Turnto Page 8

545-0555 Local: 5285, 5285

Emall add: oacpa.army?.O?Z@Qmail.com - Telno. (02)
ple Securing the land.

OEFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -
Army Core Purpose: Serving the peo




Army Vision. By 2028, & world-class Army that is & source of nalional pride

5~ Emalf add: oacpa.army2012@gmaii.com - Teino. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285,5283 ,

LOFFJCE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIR

" with a Japanese agenc
} through after the initiative has
been-exc ded in ‘the DOST's
“iresearch and: deveiopment
“agenda in the next five years.
W1th Paolo Romero,
er Aﬂan Ronda T

“ not only Wzth Chma,
Wlth ether _ahons

o claimants to Benham _-R15e,
“one: could be not so.sureinthe
fumre

i :

i _ - _
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_ puty:
ihospxtal will serve as ac
’ Commander ----- i
“Under: MeJlas
watch ‘the- AFPMC
deployed Forward:
‘Medieal ‘and’Surs
. gical Rotators #0
~military hnspltais
T Zamboanga’ C1ty,'
.Cotabato Clty,
Jolo, ‘Sulu. R
- The. teams cot -
sist of Medical Corps '
and Nurse Corps Of-
ficers who augment-
ed the medical ser-

tmg AFPMC C: ¢ ane

\C,
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" quisition of equipment mo
external-defense missions and has a pro- .
© grammed funding of stound P100 bilion.
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 BYFERNAN MARASIGAN

on Sunday.
" The AFI,’ chief also appealed to
the public to report ali NPA at-

" tempts at extortion so that law en-
forcers and goldiers could act im-

who have degenerated into plain
terrorists and extortionists.”
“The chief of staff of the
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines, following a series of
violent NPA activities that saw
the burning of farm implements
and construction equipment
employed for infrastructure de-
velopment, calls on the public
to condemn all these atrocities
and anti-development activities, g
the military said in a statement.
The AEP noted that since the
resumption of hostilities with the

' NPA in February, more than 60 -

incidents of arson and extortion

New People’s Army (
between the government and ‘commu-
nist rebels resumed in the N etherlands -

~ RMED Forces of the Philippines
- (AFP) Chief of Staff Gen. Eduar-
‘do Afio had harsh words for the
NPA) as peace talks

“said to‘have‘beéﬁcdﬁdﬂcted bythe "
‘rebels have been recorded. . i

“AFP-initiated operation

cel tesponse-to-information pro- ..

mediately, adding that economic - vided by’ concerned citizens:
growth had been impeded by the .
“acts of masquerading ideologues -

“swelled 1o 104 since [February 4]
thisyearup to the end of March,”

the military claimed.

The government and the com- -
~munist-rebels. lifted their unilat-
" eral truce declarations in February -

when peace talks bogged down
over a rebel demand to free their
detained comrades.

The AFP again accused the
NP4 of taking advantage of the
ceasefire o extort money {rom
husinessmen and “peace-loving’
citizens, adding that the continued
attacks were among the reasons
the government could notagree to
another unilateral ceasefire.

“We have a mandate to follow
and that s to protect our people,”

Presidential P

_Afio said in the same statement. -

“For the peace falks to succeed
we have to see more sincerity on

their part. We now see the con-

crete manifestation of the evil in
our society that has been a major
cause of underdevelopment, the
snti-developmentand anti-people
activities of the NPA," he added. |

The AFP issued the staternent
day after Defense Secretary Delfin

Lorenzana tagged the NPA as “ter- -

rorists” and “anti-poor.” ..

' Lorenzana pointed out that NPA

rebels had attacked and ambushed

Page:

Adviser Jasus Dureza (canter) -

" and government peace panel chief Silvestre Bello 3rd (right} forma fast- - '
. minute huddle with the communist vebels" chief negotiator, Fidel Agcaoili
{ieft). Peace talks resumed <t Radisson Blu Palace Hotel in Noordwiji San

 Zeeland, the Netherlands on Sunday.

and olice personnel "on.

“*They did thiese nefarious acts

- 4fter they have asked for the re:

sumption of peace talks and after
they have announced that they will

‘g0 on'a unilateral ceasefire,” the

Defense chief said. :
© “Theyare arti-development, anti-
progress and anti-poor,” he added.

Lorenzana called upon “ali peace-
lovirig Filipinos to resist these thugs,

“these terrorists who have brought
" nothing but misery to the Filipino
‘people in the past 48 years. " :
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- The' CSBP covers fcmr levels of " :

assistance, <o

A'Special Finance Assxstance:'
(SFA) of P500,000 will be grant- .

edin two tranches to beneficia- -
~ spouses and the children [of )

-ries of those killed in action;
' 250,000 to beneficiaries of
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. '{Duterte} heeded the adv1ce of Armed':__ =z country,wxiibefuﬂyaédfessedmthetalks,”‘ _

: Forces officials on the matter,” CPP said. _  the part}r added. e
The party noted that the military has Moreover, it also anticipates mtense

‘intensified the campaign against the NPA, ~ discussions and debates on the people's
and is even conducting aerial strikesagainst dernand for national mdustr:ahzatmn
suspected NPAlairsin Luzonand Mindanao. “as well as expansion of public services,

. Ag a result, the CPP in a statement - versus the insistence of the government
‘called on the people to “rally and protest . to pursuehberahzatlon, privatization ané
the extra-judicial killings, aerial bomb- - deregulation”.
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www.inguirer.net
AFP chief: No truce unless Reds stop attacks, extortion

By: Philip C. Tuheza - @inguirerdotnet T — e
09:55 PM April 02, 2017

Bax

q

the Communist Party of the Philippines occupy the intersection of Edsa and Aurora

FILE — Members of underground group; under
A%th anniversary of the New People’s Arm {(NPA) on March 29. NING JESUS QRBETA

Boulevard in Cubao. Quezon City, to mark the
/PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Communist rebels should first show sincerity before the government can forge a ceasefire agreement with them,

Armed Forces Chief Gen. Eduardo Afo gaid on Sunday.

Afio said the New People’s Army should stop its “extortion activifies” and attacking businesses.

"Eor the peace talks to succeed, we have to see more sincerity on their part,” Ato said.

wAe have a mandate to foliow and that is to protect our people,” he added.

The military chief issued the statement hours before the government and rebel peace panels resumed formal

peace negotiations.

“e now see the concrete manifestation of the evil in our society that has been a major cause of
underdevelopment, the anti-development and anti-people activities of the NPA," Afio said.
“We must join hands and collectively work to end all these so we can protect change for the better. As a peaple,

we must ail work to have a nation worthy of all Filipinos and Filipinos worthy of the nation,” he added.
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26 wounded as military clash with Abu Sayyaf in Sulu
From ABS-CBN (Apr 2): 28 wounded as military clash with Abu Sayyaf in Sulu

ina clash with members of terror group Abu Sayyaf in Jolo. Sulu

-nine soldiers were wounded

Sunday.

The encounter happened &t
the number of injured members of the Abu Sayyaf has yet to be identified.

around 9:30 2.m. and ended at around 10:45 a.m.

As of posting time,
edly led by a certain Hatib

Members of the bandit group that were encountered by soldiers were alleg
Hajan Sawajaan.
arangay Busbus, Joio, Sulu for treatment.

The wounded soldiers were brought to a hospital in B
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Gov’t-NDFP talks in Netherla
Faormal opening re-set by several hours as President gave instr
By: Karlos Manlupig - Correspondent / @kmanlupigNg

irer Mind / 06:18 PM April 02, 2017

nds off to rocky start; Duterte calls negotiators
uctions ta Dureza, Bello - sources

i

i Peaceﬁviser Jesus Dureza (center) and GRP peace panel chair
nuddle with NDF chief negotiator Fidel Agcaoili (left) in the resumption of
The Netherlands on Saturday. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/

HUDDLE BEFORE TALKS. Presidentia
Silvestre Bello 1l (right) in a last minute
formal talks at Radisson Blu Palace in Noordwijk,
ROLLY FRANCIA

DAVAO CITY ~ The fourth round of talks between the Philippine gove
s of becoming the most challenging.

rnment and the National Democratic Front

of the Philippines has not yet started, but it is already showing sign

The opening ceremony of the fourth round of talks should have started on Sunday morning The Netherlands time

but it was delayed by several unresolved issues.

Puterte on Sunday called the govermment negotiators now in The Netherlands. Th
ly Inquirer that Duterte directly talked with Presidential

| chair Sylvestre Bello Il and

President e details of Duierte’s

directive were not clear but sources told the Philippine Dai
Adviser on the Peace Process Jesus Dureza, 1 abor Secretary and peace pane

peace panel member Angela Librado-Trinidad.

Sources said that both panels would meet before lunch to set the agenda and schedule for this round of talks.

If the panels would agree on the schedule and outline of agenda, the opening ceremony would proceed in the

afternoon.
This round of talks would be the first under the administration of Duterte where no ceasefire is in place following

the withdrawal of the indefinite uniiateral ceasefire declarations earlier this year.

After the withdrawa! of ceasefire declarations, numerous armed hostilities have heen reported, leaving many

combatants and civilians either dead or wounded.
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umpstart the talks, both parties met in Utrecht last month for a backchannel meeting.

To address the issues and |
reinstate the

The panels agreed in the backchannel meeting to proceed with the fourth round of talks and to

unilateral ceasefire {o pave the way for a bilateral ceasefire agreement.

The government decided not 1o reinstate its ceasefire, which prompted the NPA to do the same.

The fourth round of talks is sched uled to start on April 2 and end on April 8 in & hotel in Noaocrdwiik in The

Netheriands.

At the fop of the agenda in this round of talis is the crafting of
erlying causes of the conflict,

the Comprehensive Agreement on Social and
Economic Reforms, which is expected to address the und

il also discuss details for the Comprehensive Agreement on Political and Constitutional

i system.

The fwo parties w

Reforms, including the campaign promise of Duterte for a shift to a fedsra

The conflict between the CPP and the government has stretched for at least 47 years and is now known as one

of the longest Maoist movements in Asia. SFM
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2




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.retiredanalyst.blogspot.com

Al-Barka residents want more troops to protect infra

. pgﬁ@jects B S - . e e e
Erom the Phifippine

tect infra projécts

Road projects in Basilan, Jike this one connecting Mebak and Bohe Languyan, are poterntial targets of the Abu

Sayyaf. John Unson

Residents in Al-Barka, Basilan want more troops to protect local infrastructure projects that the Abu

Sayyaf opposes,
The 16 barangays In Al-Barka have been scefnes of deadly clashe
Savyaf in recent years.

s between the military and the Abu

Al-Barka Mayor Darussalam Lajid said on Sunday that while the presence of the Abu Sayvaf in the
municipality had been weakened in recent months due to interventions by agencies in the
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao and the mititary, bandits are still capable of attacks to disrupt

ongoing projects.

ticket government infrastructure projects that can provide

l.aiid said the Abu Savvaf is opposed to big
its influence in impoverished areas where its

economic empowerment {o local sectors and weaken
members are holding out.

aced by conflicts in past years returned to their barangays in 2016

Thousands of Al-Barka residents dispi
agency regional peace and order council.

through the efforts of local officials and ARMM's inter-
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from 2042 up ushered in improvements in our domestic

“The infrastructure projects implemented in Al-Barka
ded extremists do not want,” Lajid said in

security situation and the local economy. That is what misgui
accented Filipino.

" Barangay leaders urged the Zamboanga City-based Western Mindanae Command of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines to tighten security in the municipality after officials launched last week P10 million in

projects designed to address noverty and underdevelopment in Al-Barka.

The March 27 groundbreaking rite for the projects under the ARMM Health, Education, Livelihood, Peace anc
Governance Synergy in Barangay Macalang was led by Regional Governor Mujiv Hataman, Maj. Gen. Carlito
Galvez, Jr. of AFP's Westmincom and Malaysian Army Gen. Masrani Paiman of the International Monitoring

Team.

mprised of soldiers and police from Malaysia, Brunei and Indonesia

s from Japan, Norway and the European Union, is helping enforce
the government and the

The Malaysian-led peacekeeping team, cO
and non-uniformed conflict resolution expert
in Basilan and other provinces in Mindanao the 1997 interim ceasefire pact between

Moro Islamic Liberation Front.

f Westmincom drive away Abu Sayyaf rebeis from Al-Barka in

Hundreds of MILF guerrillas helped units o
d volunteers from the Moro Nationai Liberation Front.

recent joint operations assisted by iocal officials an

humanitarian projects in Al-Barka last March 27 was also attended

The launching of new $0CIoecoNOMIc and
s of the league of mayors in the island province.

by Basilan Gov. Jim Hataman and member

n Barangay Macalang of the ARMM “People’s Day,” where health

The event was capped off with the conduct i
ded free medical and relief services to no fewer than

and social workers from the regional government provi
3,000 villagers who had suffered from the impunity of the Abu Sayyaf.

Lajid said it was in 2012 when the ARIMM government starled aliocating huge infrastructure grants for Al-

Barka.

ARMM's Public Works secretary, indicated that P&77

Records obtained from the office of engineer Don Loong,
12 10 2017 in separate allocations drawn from the

million in projects has been allocated for Al-Barka from 20
region's yearly infrastructure subsidy.
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“Alt of the projects implemented in my municipality were refigiously implemented. The impact of these projecis

to the lives of my constituents is now being felt,” Lajid said.

eer, Soler Undug, using improvised

The Abu Sayyaf had thrice attempted to kill Basilan's district engin
infrastructure projects in farflung areas in.

" explosive devices as part of @ pigy 1© dersil the implementation of-
the island’s 11 towns and in its capital, Lamitan City.

the Army's 104th Infantry Brigade in Basilan while still a colonel,

Galvez, who had served as commander of
y and underdevelopment to stoke public animosity towards the

said the Abu Sayyaf is good at using povert
government.

cause of the infrastructure projects impiemented in Basilan in the past

“Now they are losing ground gradually be
n the pipeline and we will provide security support to ensure that

four years. There are more projects now |
these terrorists cannot get close to the project sites,” Galvez said.

Galvez said he is grateful to the MILF for its continuing support to the military’s continuing effort to clear Al-

Barka of Abu Sayyaf bandits.

y the July 1997 Agreement on General Cessation of Hostilities to

The government and the MILF are bound b
flict flashpoint areas in Southern Mindanao.

cooperate in addressing peace and security issues in con
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