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STORY BY PHILIPC. TURBEZA, CARLAP. GOMEZ AN

B President Duterte says he
will not appoint Bongbong
Marcos to top DILG post A2

B Sacked DILG chief insists

® Malacafiang says Ismael
he is not corrupt, blames

Sueno was fired for losing

the President’s trust his firing on underlings

Legalopmmn G
: ‘chuld be right, as Mr.-
Duterte, ifi a speech-at the.
. Metropolitan Manild Develop-
i 3ment Authonty (MMDA) on.
iTues eferred to a

£ statement tha
“never read thelegal oplmo of
- ‘the legal officer of, your
“office; 'either you're ta

cause of irregularity in

L chase of firetritcks from Austria. a bl

1 simply. said' Yome ﬁre

Interior Undersecretary for
Pubhc Safety Jesus Hinlosaid _ he said.’ :
Sueno was sacked because of : Malacanang sald earher on
his “ifivolvermnent m the “pus- .. Tuesday’ Athat. Mr.o Duterte :
chase of the Firétrucks without s::lc;(zg nSf:xde:r?cgor "ogs of trast
tos R W a
a competitive public bidcing - Sueno had a2 reported rift

_ ..There 1sla{case pendmg m} with his three undersecre-
t e imek ckiibrtiSHeno : stﬂl taries, who accused him Dfmr-'
“proceéded with -the transac- ruption, shielding 2 pohtzc:an
* tion,” Hinlo said ina phone in-
terview on Tuesday.
“There shouid be due dili-’
gence, that's the issue that I
think weighed heavily in the de-
cision of the President,” he said.
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linked to illegal drugs and oth~ :
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er. Wrongdomgs i

Ty
Lo An officet in ‘charge for- the
...DILG wi '

E'}}jheadquart é,
iireporters’ that he ‘was }ookmg'

' fur a replacemenf for Sueno but
Presadent and Jcan

'would abandan his appea} ‘He-
would have to let go of it. ‘When

you'ate appomted to'a positior, .

it Weuid be lost for all intents

and purposes,” M Duterte said:
Sueno was . fired at the-end .

-0f the Cabine 'meetmg in Mala.
“canang_ late’ on Monday, the
‘same day he pamed calls from
‘his tnderhings in the- DILG for:

his’ investigation for  the pur-

“chase of firetrucks from Austria
worth Pzo million even though

“theré were alternatives avail-
able for just P7 million, = -

details of what Mr. Duterte had :
found about Sueno.

- He said, however, ‘that Mr i
. Duterte had checked theactivi- .

‘ties of Sueno. Among the ques-

“tions that Mr. Duterte asked :

Sueno, - Abella = said, = was’

certain situation.
“The President was quite
open and frank in guestioning

FTRE LRIY CHIEF PUBL.

the secretgry, initially, in fact,
at the begiinning of the meet-

Ly Core Puipose: e

2

: Mr Duterte moved on to other
i topics and the Cabznet meeting..

: sisted ‘on his innocente, but’
111"be announced soon— S

VI i e De

mg," Abella satd.~
- After. questiomng Sueno

id he respected Mr, Duterte s_'

Ccallif he.wants mein'tiis Cab}net

ornot Bt for the record Mr

President asked DILG person-

'ngl fromi the céntral down ‘to

the regional and field offices;
He: wouid have known, who.

'among us are mure crechble

saxdfhe was rea

“Assistant Secretary RICU-"_
. Judge Janvier Echiverri early on’
‘Tuesday said the row between
Sueno and his three itndersecre-.
taties—Hinlo, John Castriciones’

- Abella declined to pmwde '_ “and Emily Padilla—erupted af-

ter-Sueno decided to‘retain the

“executive right to approve pro-

‘motions and contracts. .. .
Echiverri said that some
pecple in the DILG felt that if

* Sueno had to go, then his crit-
.ics shiould also go.
whether he had traveled to a

certain -country and whether -
he knew the background of @ -

INQ

* WATCH THE VIDED: Duterts prassed
Sueno on corruption allegations—Palace |

http://ingnews/DutarteSacksSuans
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2 junior officers cited
for bravery in combat

BY VICTOR REYES

 PRESIDENT Duterte yester-

day conferred the Distinguished
Conduct Star, the second highest

military medal in combat, on two

junior Army officers for feats against
the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan and Sulu.
Captains Asiel Roblesand Dennis
Prado received the medals during
the celebtadon of the Army’s 120th
foundation anniversary at the Army
headquarrers in Fort Bonifacio.
Army chief Lt Gen. Gloriose
Miranda profusely thanked the
Duterte for caring and artending

to the needs of the soldiers and
reiterated the Army’s commitment
to make the country free from il-
legal drugs and crimes.

Miranda also thanked the Presi-
dent for his “frequent” visits to
Army camps and wounded soldiers.

Earlier yesterday, 17 couples tied
the knot in a mass wedding in Fort
Bonifacio, Duterte stood as one of
the principal SponsoLs although he
wa$ not present in the ceremony.

The other sponsors were Mi-
randz, Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana, and Armed Forces
chief Gen, Eduardo Afic.

Of the 17, 16 were male soldiers
who married civilians
o While the 17th couple
are both soldiers ~ Ser-
geants Ralph Tabug and

Yonah May Otlang,

" "Robles, a company
commander under the
3rd -Scout Ranger Bat-

"See 2 JUNIOR > Page B6

lage are ralsed in &
platform during the 120th
founding anniversary of the

Philippine Army in Taguig.

PHOTD
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-~ 2 JUNIOR
talion, led the assault of an Abu
Sayyaf bombh-making camp in
‘Barangay Tuburan proper in Hadji
Mohammad Ajul town in Basilan
in May 14, 2015.

The opetzation led to the killing
of three Abu Sayyaf men and
one soldier, and wounding of
three Abu Sayyaf members and
six soldiers. Troops recovered 20
improvised explosive devices from
the overrun camp.

Prado, a company commander
under the 32nd Infantry Battal-
ion, led soldiers in a 30-minute
encounter with the Abu Sayyaf in
Barangay Tagbili in Patikol town in
Sulu on Feh. 5, 2015,

The firefight resulted in the
death of two Abu Sayyaf men and
recovery of seven high-powered
firearms, Four soldiers were also
wounded in the skirmish,

The DCS is the second highest
military decoration for bravery in
combat. The highest military award
is the Medal of Valor, which comes
with perks, inchiding P75,000 in

monthly gratuity.

Two other soldiers received the
third highest military decoration
in combat, the Gold Cross Medai.
They are Pfc. Eddie Boy Vilar of
the 26th Infantry Battalion and
Pfc. Glyn Senangote of the 32nd
Infantry Battalion.

Vilat, 2 squad leader, played
a key role in foiling a plan of
the New People’s Army to burn
heavy equipment owned by civil-
ians, in Veruela town, Agusan
del Sut, on June 27, 2015. The
fighting also led to the recovery
of an M653 rifle, a K47 rifleand
two M16 rifles.

Senangote, a rifle man, partici-
pated in a firefight with aboue 200
Abu Sayyaf men in Barangay Gata,
Talipao town in Sulu. The clash
left nine Abu Sayyaf men and two
soldiers dead and 14 Abu Sayyaf
and 15 soldiers wounded.

Twenty-two other soldiers, ci-
vilians, government and nen-
government organizations recejved
awards from Duterte, including
Major Generals Rafael Valencia
and Rhoderick Parayno, com-

mander of the 9th and 2nd infantry
Divisions, respectively.

Valencia got an Outstanding
Achievemnent Medal while Pasayno
received the Distinguished Service
Star. The awards are non-combat
in nature,

The other awardees were Capt.
Armando Gabia and 1Lt foe Mark
Bitbit (Siiver Cross Medal); Lt.
Col. Leonardo Pagaduan (Gawad
sa Kaunlaran); Lt. Col. Joel Ma-
mon, Cpl. Lolibel Guloy, 2nd Cpl.
Adonis Sombrero (Bronze Cross
Medal); Sgt. Joseph Hulibayan (En-
listed Personnel of the Year); and
Roy Manlampoong (Cafge Active
Auxiliary of the year).

The others are Armi Agatea
{(model supervisor of the year),
Dr. Blancz Bien (model employee
of the year), Lt. Col. Allan Rellon
(best reservist officer of the year),
Sgt. Ronald Locion (best reservist
enlisted personnel of the yeat),
Cdt Col. Fdmon Limbaga (best
male Advanced ROTC Cadet of
the year), and Cdt Col. Gea Brel-
lia Jayson (best female Advanced
ROTC of the yeas).
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rt In a parade during the:

88
120tl‘1) anniversary celebration of the Philippine Army at Fort
Eonifacio”i Taguig City yesterd . L KAIZIOHN RoRALE
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SoLul Cleadin

PRRD to lead Army anniversary parade
~and review

FORT BONIFACIO, Metro Manila — President Rodrigo Roa Duterte will lead today the traditional
eview here for the Philippine Army’s 120th anniversary as the guest of honor and

military parade and r
speaker.

ne Army anniversary is celebrated every 22nd of March but this year's parade and

The 120th Philippi
he availability of ali stakeholders.

a review were moved to this day to accommodate t

of National Defense Delfin C. Lorenzana, the AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Eduarde M. Afio, and

Secretary
V. Miranda, will join the President during the ceremony.

the Army commander, Lt. Gen. Glorioso

Infantry Division, 7th Infantry Division, Special Operations Command,
1st Engineering Brigade, a company-size all-femaie contingent, and an
he parading troops who will showcase the Army’s various capabilifies.

Troops from the Army's 2nd
Army Reserve Command, 5
Army K9 unit will compose t

ase it's wheeled- and tracked armored vehicles, Army ambulances, and

The Army will also showc
er Response (HADR) equipment.

Army engineering and Humanitarian Assistance and Disast
The parade will also include an HADR and an Army Transformation Roadmap floats.

Il alsc give awards to 23 individuals who rendered outstanding public service

The Philippine Army wi
see attached list of awardees with citations).

were honored and given recognition (

Three local government units and a non-government organization will also receive recognitions for
their support o the Army’s peace building efforts and development support activities.

and review, the Army conducted various activities during its month-long
ng anniversary last month which include the Regional Annual Administrative

. Static Display and information Caravan in Bonifacio Globat City,
s Convention, and the Army Day Field

Aside from the parade
celebration of its foundi

Tactical Inspection (RAATH)
10" Senior Leaders Conference, Commemoration of the Tejero

Ceiebration in Bicol and Zamboanga.

The Philippine Army was founded on March 22, 1897, through the Tejeros convention. The Army
currently has 85,000 strong men and women dedicated to serve the people and secure the land.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Duterte sponsors 18 couples in Army

Co b Slaudio

FORT BONIFACIO, Metro Manila — Pres. Rodrigo Roa Duterte will act as one of the principal
sponsors to a total of 18 couples from the Philippine Army who will take part in a mass wedding rites

here today.

Together with the President to act as sponsors during the mass wedding are Secretary of National
Defense Delfin N. Lorenzana, AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo M. Afio, Army commander Lt. Gen.

Glorioso V. Miranda.

The marriage of the 16 Catholic couples will be officiated by Military Bishop Leopoldo S. Tumulak at
the St. Michael Chapel while the two Evangelical/Christian couples will be officiated by Rev. Lt. Col.
Daneck E. Dang-awan and Lt. Col. Pablito F. Melcher in Fort Andres Bonifacio Evangelical Church.

The couples are:

Catholic
TSg. Roweden B. Bleza and Marityn D. Tasi

SSg. Junmar M. Polles and Madelyn P. Cator

$Sg. Richard B. Baliesta and Arceili T. Edon

$Sg. Efren P. Tibuyen and Caridad F. Cacho

Sgt. Abelardo B, Tulio and Ruth A Villa

Cpl. Val T. Amper and Pamela A. Duefias

Pfc. Udran Steve A. Landazabal and Jessie N. Montero
Pfe. Neit Owen Justice W. Mendoza and Danice A. Arce
Pfc. Anthony V. Arzaga and Clarita M. Doneda

Pfc. Rainan L. Tapiador and lzagani V. Guiron

Pfc. Armnold M. Tacadena and Ma Gregoria Manette M. Matusalem
Pfc. Louie R. Reguizo and lone R. Corpuz

Pfc. Johnday T. Jumao-as and Crist L. Omambac

Pfc. Jefry O. Cagandahan and Annagirly S. Cador

Pfc. Virgit A. Maneja and Jennibeth P. Mabbayad

Evangelical/Christian
$Sg. Ralph B. Tabug and SSg. Jonah May L. Otlang

Cpl. Michael T. Abapo and Mely L. Blaza

The 18 couples will hold their wedding reception altogether at the Luna Hall, Philippine Army Officer
Ciubhouse here.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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B ‘ZAIDA DELOS
REYES~PALANCA -

A ‘SOLDIER was “killed
Dy, nzdentxfzed armed
beli Aoibe

- dred wheén ‘amed ‘suspects |

:;F;ghters (BIFF) yeste
:-day ‘morning in

" center of Teach Peace Buil
. Peacé- Foundationy in the
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: CAMP MAKAPANDONG Pros- »
:-pemdad “Agtisan ‘del Sur —An alleged -
top cormmander iof the New: People’s
Army-(NPA) ‘who is facing & string of .
. warrants of arrest for murder and other -
. erimes voluntarily surrendered:to the .

401st Infantry (Unity) Brigade at Camp
. Makapandong here, a ground Army
commander yesterday said.
~ Col. Cristobal N. Zaragoza, com-
manding officer of the 401st Brigade

based ‘here, identified the alleged top .-
NPA commander as Estelito Camino -

Jr ., alias “Commander Puma”, the
alleged commanding officer of the
Sub-Region Sentro de Grabidad of the

CPP-NPA North Eastern Mindanao .
Regional Committee operating in the -
tri-boundaries.of Surigao dei Sur and_

* Agusan provinces.-
The 401st Brigade commander czte
. hardship and disillusionment with th
. underground movement as reasons fo

gram, Col. Zaragoza said

sue their surrender plan after he has
proven that no maltreatment is eom-
mitted by government forces to those
who surrendered contrary to the stories
told to them by their older caéres the

Camino said he wants: to be an
example to his sub- commanders to pur--

-' Top NPA commander in Caraga y1elds

ground Army commander sald

1Col, Zaragbza said the guen!la com— B
mander was with the NPA for 14 years
‘where he earned several warrants of -
arrest for the: atremtxe he ' Ileged}y :

: committed : '
“He reveaied that hxs bemg w:th the ﬁ

NPA jeft him na chance of being with
his - wife and three children who are

also hard-up affer the NPAs failed to

give their promised monthly support
to his family, the 401st Brigade com-

-mander said,

. ‘He also bared that “most of hxs
comrades are already thinking of lay-

‘ing down their arms at.an opportune

time as they accordingly believe that

" the Duterte administration is their best
chance fo have a peaceful life, he said,
“Col. Zaragoza :also crédifed the
__surrender of Ccmmander Puma to
the relentless pressite exerted by the
__402nd Infantry {Stmgers) Bri ade and

Brigades, therhceR tonal Office 1

'the influx of surrenderers as Puma - -
hasa foﬂovnng m the NPAs in Caraga'

region.

. The surrender happeras in themldst -
ofthe ongoing peace talks betweenthe -
Phxhppme government and CPPwNPA-

NDFin The N etherlands

congratulatéd yesterday the two Army
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ANG NANGUNGUNANG BamMaraGANG Tmmo sA Bms,\ »8.00

mc,al S_umuko sa

North Eastem Mmdanéo NPA eing lsang contame_ var 3._
dam nang: sobrang.; na may: kargang saging : ‘s
uhz i atasan, ‘Makilala;-

tlgaSyong-*
Police:

'.:tumupad_ang A
 nitong susuportahat

Y .Pagia Banana® Plantau%
A na harapin. ‘ang mga g ‘matataas Ginabiini Senior Supt.
'fikasong Kriminal na; ihahain. ‘na opisyal ng NPA, at 1gzm1t na Emmmmel Peralta,. director ng
1. laban sa kanya takaraan siyang - malaking peramulasapangm g NorthCotabatoPoh :
“sumuko saéﬂlstlnfamry Bngade . -amano nilasa mga negosyanteat . “Office, na iinutakar
' Tomga magsasaka ang nap puntar_.“_'.-rebelde g barilang. driver

' ‘b ang kasama nitong

egional ! Comimittee . ang kurap siyoi
kmasasangkutan 1

1p Philippine Army-
Pinamunuarn ni: Cammo ang' “sabulsangilang opisyal. Sng Warn
NPAna ‘kumikilos: saSurigaodel DELIVERY VAN SINILA pahinante I bago pinuzhusan
1 sur 'gusan ‘del Norte at Agusan _-S_amantala, Tanesng gabi lin mlaban ang
: deiSux na nakasasakop sabuong nang: hmarang at smunog ‘ng . sasa

Y - p - . 4 " . 2 5 !;2 .‘;
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‘Command, turned over their firéarms to the Sath Infantry_
Battahon — Jun Eiias, Ar‘temm Dumiau' Raymund.C
dlg, Vzctor Marﬁn R
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SHaEahg: sampung. mga. fugao ang mga pinaghi-.
“hinthinalang. slémento.-hinalaang. mga:rebel: .- o
“ng mga febeldeny New.. de’ kasama ang’ Jlangi' .'Guay; hepe ng Asip
'Peoples Army (NF‘A}' i ; :

P ang moa. pinaghi

: : giule _
Nylet umaga ‘Karmakaiawa: Kahiiang: pagsuko
narg personal -na-mag-; {Dahiidito ay aga
tungo sakaniang kahpo: namar na smamaha

ang kumpletong: pamga«.
=i lanng maa. rebeldeny
1;grupo maging -ang ka-

nilang:: mga t:rahan at
trabaho:::
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By Leila B. Salaverria,
Jhesset 0. Ehano

and Carmeia Reyes-Estrope
@Team nqun er oo

Thousands of homeless farni-
lies who faced eviction for oc-

cupylng idle units in §ix gov-

ernment housing projects in
Bulacan province last month

are going to keep the houses af-
ter all.

Presldent Duterte on Tues-_
day ‘said-he-would -give mem--

bers of the urban poor group
Kahpunan ng Damayang Mai-
alita (Kadamay) the government
houses in Bulacan, and asked
military and police personnel,
supposed to be the original ben-
eficiaries, to let go of the units.

*. Inturn, Mr. Dutere promised

to build better houses for mem-

bers of the police and the milis.

tary by December, as he sought
understanding for the poor.

As of March 20, 5,262 hous-
es had been occupied by
Kadamay members in housing
projects in Pandi rown and San
Jose del Monte City, said the
National Housing Authority
(NHA), which administers the
housing projects.

“Let’'s not trouble the peo-
ple there because they're fight-
ing back. Their only sin 1s rea1~
ly, they are poor like us,” Mr.
Duterte said at the :120th an-
niversary celebration of the
Philippine Army in Fort Bounifa-

: "; :cm_ of Tuesday e
o Twill give youbﬂtter hous-'-:.-
-1..-;es more expensive; 1ore com-

- :added

fortable and more spacmus r he

The - Presntient sald I)e
would supervise the new hous-

ing project for the police and

soldiers himself and make sure
these had running water and
electricity

' Change of tune, ‘b1g tnumph’ _
- THe fone cf the Presidlent’s™

statements on Tuesday was a

‘departute’ from that of his’

statements last month, when
he said the homeless famiiies
that occupied the Bulacan
houses must follow the law or
he would be forced to remove
them from theé area. .

Kadamay members wel-

be written down. They have to
issue that document because
that statement could be taken
back anytime,” Kadamay chair
Gloria Areliano said. ]

“We will not celebrate yet.
We will not yet offer our grati-
tude [until we are given the
rights to the houses},” she said.

Arellano said Mr. Duterte's
openness was a “big triumph”
for the urban poor. But she also
expressed hope that the Presi-
dent would look at the overall

" problem of homelessness in

the country.

cotried the President’s decision. .-
“That's good. But it should

unoccupied,” she said.["We

hope that-théy just dlstnbute it
. would just resultin violence. -

tothe: homeless poor.”

Huge housing backlog
The Kadamay occupation’of

the government housing pro-.

ject in Bulacan highlights the
country’s severe housing back-

log, estimated at 5.56 million.

The NHA is the sole govern-

mentagency tasked with-build--

ing shelters for 1.5 million

“hormeless-families, ' which grow

at a rate of 3.4 percent annually.
Addressing Kadamay mem-
bers, Mr. Duterte said they

should not trouble the police or,

soldiers who were already living
in the government housing units.

“Hyentually, they will be re-
rioved  and- transferred to a

‘new unit that is better than the -

one you took from them,” he
added.

‘Understand the poor’

Mr. Duterte sought under-
standing from the soldiers as
he defended his decision to
give the houses to Kadamay
members.

“well, anyway, I said I'm
asking you, if possible, do not
be offended. Take it with an
open mind, ! myself, your Pres-
ident, am pleading with youw:
‘Let us not wage a fight against
our own people. Since they are

©.“g5 ‘many houses that are |

‘built by the government remain . he said.”

«foria suitabletand for thes

poot; try to understand them

Mr. Duterte satd he did not-
want to use force because it

“Donot pick a fight. It would
be useless. And then the police
have  guns,” and you know,,
something could go; awfuily
WrOng. Letusletit be;"he sald,

Mr; Duterte said he had asked
the NHA, which had the money
1o build the new houses, to look .

' He said he'could even.

: _the houses farrushed-mthalbe il

Last week’ the ‘NHA lifted
the eviction orders it issued .
against the families aftei
Kadamay members agreed to
submit to a validation.as hous-:'*_

ing applicants. : ;
Arellano hoped that the;'
Pres;den‘cs_ : p:e_nouncement;f:}

would ‘cover ‘othér-abandoried -
housing units that they occu- =
pied in Bulacan, not only those . .
intended for policemen and ’
military personnel.

“The houses should be di-
rectly awarded to those who
oceupy them,” said Kadamay ~
spokesperson Michael Beltran.

Beltran said the question re-
mained whether the urban poor
beneficiaries would be made to
pay for the houses, as with oth-
er relocation programs.

Many of the occupied hous-
es have no deors, windows and
toilets. INQ ‘

a
yy

I
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DUTERTE

are pooz.) But I promise you, I will
look for another land nearby or
adjacent or maybe contiguous to
that arez there and gagawa ako ng
mas maganda. May tubig na at may
electric na pagpasok ninyo (I wilt
build 4 mofe beautiful house. One
with watet and electricity when you
move in),” he said.

He a2ssured the soldiers that
they would have their own houses;
that their compensation and other
benefits are provided; and their
equipment will be modernized.

Kadamay members last month
started occupying low-cost hous-
ing units of the National Housing
Authority in Pandi, San Jose del
Monte, and Bustos, all in Bulacan,
which wete meant for the petson-

nel of Philippine National Police

and Armed Forces,

Kadzmay members claimed
that the police and soldiers do not
want the houses which are small,
without power and water, and far
from Metro Manila. The houses
measures abodt 22 squate mesers
but has a provision for an expan-
sion for a second level,

The NHA said more than 5000
low-cost housing units in Bulacan
located in Pandi Heights 1, Pandi

Viliage 2 and Pandi Residence 3
have been occupied by Kadamay.

Attempts to evict them had been
futile after Kadamay blocked and

trded fighting the anthorities.

Duterte said he would give the
houses to Kadamay provided they
not accupy or create problem for
the policemen, soldiers and their
farnilies who ate already living in
some of the houses.

He said be inends to transfer
the soldiers, policernen and their
families who ate already occupy-
ing units to another location once
the new housing units are already
completed.

Reports said more than 530
policemen and soldiers have been
zwarded  the housing units.

The Army said it supports Presi-
dent Duterte’s appeal to soldiers
to leave alone Kadamay members
who occupied their housing anits,

“We will adhere to the Presi-’

dent’s appeal. We will talk to our
troops and explain to them the po-
sitton of out President,” said Army
spokesman Col Benfamin Hao,
-Told that President’s'stince may
eficourage similar incidents in the
future, Hao just said: “We are going
1o wait for the fght authorities to is-
sue the rules and regulations on this.”
The previous administration

built around 20,000 housiag
units for soldiers and policernen,
through the Natonal Housing

Anthosity, in various parts of the

country, inclading Bulacan.

Hao could not immediately say
how many soldiers availed of the
housing units i Bulacan.

Lastyear, Magdalo party list Rep.
Gary Alejano disclosed that the
housing units were substandard
and small for a soldier with chil-
dren. The military confirmmed that
the units were indeed “roo small
and substandard.”

Military sources saidmany soldiers

have signified their intention to

avail of the units when the Aquino
administration announced their
construction. However, they backed
out when they saw the actual units,

The PNP sdid it will not object
to Duterte’s plan to give the hous-
ing units to Kadzmay members as
it will not be a loss for them since
policemen will still be awazded
decent homes.

“The President said he will re-
place the housing units occupied
by Kadamay with bigger, better
and more comfortable houses
for the soldiers and police,”
szid PNP spokesman Dioaardo
Carlos. — With Vicier Reyes and
Raymond Africa
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s et~ police an
us just pray) that éverythmg goes weli ”_ " gettled in the' housmg units O
Chesaid. LU Yyrig mga Kadamay andiyan:

a “‘Wag fia iang natm guluhm yung - ‘Wag ninvong galamn ang miga sundaIO'
- -mgatacdivan kasi lamalaban (Let’s no i
" touch them beeause they fight back)
: _Their unl;y sm 1s just reaﬂymahlrap di

' -'have occu;ned around 5, 740vacantumts OB ‘eventually’ they wxll.
- in'six project sites in Par dlsmce March  moved and transferred into — na mas
.8, They havéput ip barricades in front maganda pa sa inyong magaw (a place
" of the units fo hold off the authorities - ‘that is better than the ones you have

'Who wouid reclaim theunits. 0. “taken over)” he saui =
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Kadamay members get Bulacan houses

They won in the end. President Rodrigo Duterte on Tues- In his speech during the 120th an-

Meimbers of urban poor group Kalipu-  day said he was giving the government  niversary of the Philippine Army in
nan ng Damayang Mahihirap (Kadamay}  housing units in Bulacan to members  Taguig City, the President asked the
can have the housing units in Pandi,  of the group whe ook over the units  police and military per‘;onneé 1o give
Bulacan that they illegally occupied. in March. e ol g §5“$A2

&Housss FROM AT g ma.g.
asal f’aﬂg rayong] at (le 5 all’

‘pray) t__hat everythmg De! Weﬂ::f

_-hcemen and sold;ers can be buzlt::_' .

ance that it has the monevto buﬂd'
-another housmg project o

‘the National Housmg ‘Author- " - will be no wr | .
£ prob]ems bEcause i Nanonal Police arid Armed F

ity (NHA} to look for a “suitable . will personally go there to super- of the Phlhppmez me- OMS:

land” where bigger houses forpo- _ vise ‘'your hotising project. And - CATHER!NES VA!.ENTE
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L ent Duite - mediately. ndertook wheri-k h

¢ that the military wi " dency.in-July last year,” he sald:” i :

'_administljat_ion's'w inst illegal dn ‘. - puterte then said they have allocated P5.5 hillion

I s speect during the 120th founding a hilippine Army projects under the Revised AP

“gary of the Philipplr 1y, B j_te'rte:_sék'i"ch h bdetnization Plan. This will be usedtop <
v's problems - - dividual equipment such as rifies, pistol:

' is vital in solving’ the cous

terroris, and drugs. o . faunchers and force protection armors e
~Mtis'not only.the acts of ¢hags:and tal " He also said he signed an Executive Order last
yoli must end. 1 trust that the Philippine Armyand - September, 2016 which increases the combat pay
-l branches of the millitary will continue to hielp us - for all members of the AFP from P500 to 23,000

+ fry our drive against ilegal:dr gs/ hesaid: 0 o el month and "cheiricorribatf-incenﬁve pay.fro

© . “This i§ ‘& serious call .not-on £ to you, but to 150 10 $300 per day.;-;{Argyll-'Geducos) S
all Filipinos, inciuding'ypuf'ld\iéd_fo e, whose fives SR T e e R T

" may be affected or lost, if you will not help resoive:

1t he added. Sah e

i Army,thegov |
: - ils of

~'society that:hay
“for @’long time. -
S '.“_T__a“_he'!?hit_ippin_es W

will trily be a harmonious and
a progressive fiation with you = our soldiers - as
- our ‘countiy's ‘vanguards of peace, fraedom -and
justice,” he saidy o R
_Duterte then assured the army that his adminis-
~tration wili -sure that they will be at cornfort while
their dufie . ”t‘?@-thé:cﬂ?‘“tw? e
7 vAs we continue to hoth perenniatand fresh:
set‘:uﬁt’y'chaiién@éﬁ;’thié‘adr_zﬁ;ms’tratidn_ﬁguarantees :
that our soldiers are well provided with the neces-
sary training, equipment and benefits' before they
go fnto war" he said. = o .
The President added that In fine with the mod-
eérnjzation program O the Armed Forces of the
philippines, the government has been providing
telecommunication apparatus and fire power and
infantry fighting vehicles to the army.
“This was among the priority initiatives we im-
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. this year, 35 immig
: .'hav resigried and ;

guit.“They have applied.
e _':Io rnent fmm our per

aTiVing passengers
Matifas said that he ask _
bers-of the Travel Controland:
Enforcement Umt {TCEU) and
the superwsors {0 man the vacant
counters :
Marifias is also pla.nnmg o
cruit immigration officers from
the Clark ‘and Subic international
airports in fime for the Holy Week B
rush next week when thousands of © * Marifias said that ari Immlgra-

Dassengers areexpected to arzive or- tion Officer 1 has salary grade 11
leave the Lountry .;:L.-:Wi‘th baSlC pay of Plé DGO a month

pay é’f least twoto. three 105 were

“illness or emérgency matters.
ahout 17 to 18 cafﬁcers are. ab%ent
daily. ' :
f Mannas added that some of the
regular employees who' “quit .are -
Tawyers. fed up w1th the overhme
pay issue. -

“absént in the four terminals dueto. _

- presslane funds,

ary Bengamm Diokno

= assured the BI that P224 835 million -
has been appropriated i’ the 2017
budget specshcaB : ie P

Diokno said. since ‘thereisa Spe- .'

- cific funding for the ‘overtiie: ‘pav
of Blemploy

nthe 2017 budget,
ed fo: tap mto the ex-.

thete ig 1ip’

The BI charges express lane fees "j:

from toreigners to expedite the pro- .

cessmg of their permits. .
Coliectlom from the express 1ane‘_
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ngrobang said that Immigratior
mmissioner: Jarme Morente called for-

:.:'ﬁ:addmonai beneﬁts' for BI person-.
' rtime tntik

he said ’chat 21 other new.imm gratlon

persormel wouid be ass1gned__ the 1 ter-
lark, Davao

number of. Wc:rkers to 4 000, :
. Malacahang, expressed. hope. -tha the__'
DBM and BI would reach a -
to tesolve the problem at the NAIA-. '
_  Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella
. 'ugment Sﬂid ‘the budget. department has Fi
: I durmg fhe: to:create: ‘additional posts to ad :
' concerns of the B regarding the.
* of confidential agents related to }ob rders”
_and overtime pay.. :
' bellasaid the Bl ha
he budget department’s prop
ccordingtothe explanation of 5
tary Diokno, they have made.a pr
. and they’re waiting for the B] to make: the -
- ptoper response. It's as simpleasthat [na-
- senise, i’s almost a household accoun’cmg"'

] "i_a{lacanang is: hopm::“ :
ew ould be. reached:

- modate. There shouid be. ‘some form of
" compromme and find a way to, reqoive the
;- situation,” Abelia said.
. fThey. canriot hijack the govemment
= n’ro giving them all their demands
 throtugh thréats.of work stoppage and
~thereby: endanger public safety. We
' recogmze their right to overtime allow-
“anices, but this must be compliant with
‘pértinent laws and rules that apply
equally’to all govemment agenmec
~he added. -
" Dioknosaid the funds for the overtime
pay would be released as soon as the BI
" submits a special request with the budget

department..
R e P L Y T e .
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Dlokno _S's;id the government would

- deploy sold
£-immigrath

ot

:Eﬁ

75 at the NATA
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tary Vitaliano Agui te il

not share the policy of

© Inthe past, mvestigations by 1
" ers showed thatsuch practice was as
Cof EOtrUption; e e
" Aguirre had warned the government
" that the lack of BI officers could-affect
mational security since the agency 15 in
chatge of regulating entry of foreigners in
thee country, adding that there is already
. a shortage in the bureau’s personnel to
b ih e
. The Bl used to collect eéxpress Jane fees
from airlines and ships arriving after office
-~ hours. Many flights artive at night and
the early morning hours. The bureait was
not required to turr over the money to the
treasury, kept it and distributed it among
‘immigration officers. Its officials, including
the comumissioner, his two deputies and

intelligence chief, were given their share.

otirce

iers to temporarily replace

s e O nalionial prioe
e training 200 soldiers toreplace;
ie sa1d in a television interview.

Some officials of the Department of Jus-

WY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFA - . R
ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - E tu:eaisopartookofwhatwasthenknownﬂ.?} B45.9555 Local: 5285, 5295

£y .
Y 3y LT E

e

as-a stush fund. e b
~ With Alexis Romero, Evelyn Macai- |
ran, Jess Diaz, Edu Punay
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iep. 9 . Binigyang diin dm i
" "Salceds bliang Chairfrar | Salceda na dapat mag-.
L pis Department; ot Natics yi
.+ enal Detense: (DND) Mutti-
o Advisory! Couheil

: : g

:punan ‘saimod; programa pa

ng: PND para:maliyak:na. . para samga; auhan:

3kma at ﬁakakatugon_-'lto =88 kasah:kuyan
z ranggo. sivang: Liett

“LtColonel sa AFP re

- ment System 2. PGSina.
. nagkalayong. pasu!ungm Ve
.-ang fgood governance, o force. Siyadin ang reglona!
" ansparency and account: si’ Saicalia na tutulungan‘;. “gommander hy 33rd Al
“apilly" sa BND:Datinang-niya ang AFP'sa fmanclat" “Forte. Group Resezrve a

i -nah;rangsi Sa!ceda bzlang programs nlto R Bi 3 :
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ARMED Forces chief Gen. Edu-
ardo Afio yesterday said the mili-
tary received raw information that
seniot Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon
Hapilon died in an air'strike in Bu-
tig town, Lanao del Sur last Jaruary.

Afio’s statement came after

President Duterte said - Monday -+
that Hapilon. who was said to'be"

-organizing a caliphate of the Is-
lamic State of Iraqand Syria (ISIS)
-in Mindanao, may have been. kjlied
-in the operation,
“The President said he behevcs
Hapilon might be dead because the
latrer was seriously wounded and
no woed from him was heard since
 then, " Afio-said. - :
“Thete ‘ate taw reports: but we
still have no confirmation that
Hapilon is really dead. Operations
against his group will continne in
the Lanao provinces (Lanao del Sur

' .V?nﬁ \;
s de ath

' and Larnac del Notte) a.nd Basﬂan .
the military chief added.
. 'The US goverinent is offering

" $5 million for information that will

bring Hapﬂon to justice This is
on top of the P10-million bounty
from the Philtppiné government
for information leading to his ar-
rest or death: :
- The air strike was conducted
on Jamuary 25. Trinvolved the Air
Torce’s -FA-50 fighter jets which
targeted Hapilon's lair and mem-
- bers of the Maute Group which is
" alstydinking itself to the 1518,
Hapilon was said to have left his
“bailiwick in Basilan last December
to organize the ISIS caliphate in
Lanao del Sur,

-The m1htary said 15 terrorists
died i the 4ir sirike, including an
Indonesian identified only as Mo-
hisen. Many others wete reportedly
injured, including Hapilon.

Afio said the military’s last infor-

Page: @(0

::_-:_f:'

mation of Hapﬂon was last Febmary :
when Hapilon “was being carred:
by four ASG members, transferring’
from one temporary base to another’
in the hinterlands of Butig”
Hapilon had been indicted in
the District of Columbia for his-
alleged role in terrorist acts against
Americans and other foreigners in-
the Philippines, acc:c:rding to thc'
US Rewards for Justices v :
- Hapilonis involved in the: }nd.nap s
ping of 20 toudsts from the posh’
Dos Palmas resort in Palawan in’
May 2001, The victims included’
American missionary couple Martin
and Gracia Burnham and American-
Peruvian Guillermo Sobero.
Sobero was beheaded by the
Abu Sayyaf a-month later-in

Basilan. Martn Burnham died in

a rescue operation in Zamboanga:
dei Norte launched by soldiers:
while his wife was rescued, though
injured, in the same operation.
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the iocal terrorist gmup‘to loni( fora bigger place’
- Tishan 1515 grolip because their curient strongholds
.and Basilanw—are too sma!l 1

_ ; u'Say af
'Gros}p {ASG) |s already dead a5 Pressdent Rodrzg e
' Diiterte wanted when he ordered the bombmg ofthe
: ;;hadists %afrthree manths iy peni
 On Monday, Duterte sid he

N greup of h:f men.
L The bulk of ASG memben are sth i
S cnrdmg o aerenzana
. Brig Gen Restitito Paa‘ﬁl
'ofTuesday, the mmta y had f

" "The President ssidhe believes Hapilon. mlght be:
dead because _t_he latter was s'er ously r

o _regmn s conducive to the esfabhsh ment of an ISIS graﬁp o e
'reaiiy dead Gperatmas agams 15 group: wil contifipe “Giting intelligence reports, the Defense chiefbared that s “We will contznue ongoing efforts to. ascertain this; he
it Lanao provinces and Basrian"m ‘southern Mindanac, __'the ASG had commurication withISIS, which instructed " addet. . - - .. FERNAN MARASIGAN
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Indonesian hostdge
‘encounter in the.
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-_helped them
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concerned with, thelr:own mgerests _
| On the Commiinist/Party state- -
metitstating -.that stopping the
“revolutionary tax” in’ NPA- “con-
troffed -areas; s .-not acc:eptab!e,
Padilla said’ the ‘NPA-cannot claim
coritrol “of any part of the country.
“Nobody has control of any part
of the Republic of the-Philippines. .
Anytime, * Soldiers and “policemén
1 can go to any place because we-
only have one country, the Repub-
lic of the Philippines, and thereis
no group here that can control any
part .of the..country. That _is.-why
| we will riot recognize that,” Padllfa
satd (Franms Wakeﬁeld)
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--set four precondxtzons forthe
fcmrth round -of talks,: in¢lud-

ing the forging - of bilateral

“'truce “and: the release’of :s0l-
-diers .and-policemnen. __hge_l_d by
the New Peaple’s Army. He al-

' s0-dethanded ‘an -end to the

_re})els‘_-- revolutionary tax col-

lection and territorial claims. *

The' President - -on 'Sunday

th precondltmns 1tsald

: tence of the. mxhtansts to pre— -
matrely- push a bilater, 'oeas_ -
fire ‘agreement. even . before
agreeinents .on subsrannve i5- .
~sues are:forged,” the CPP said, -
" Dlscussmns on the mote cricial -
socioeconomic 15sues, which the

GRP :panel . also ' considers ‘the

_.meat of the negotiations, should

notbe preempted.”
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the two peace.paneiq the nego—
tiations moved ahead: despite -

E

war

BY seﬁ:mg the precondz—.'-

txons for the talks, Mr. _Dutert__e
and the government were “just

maxnmzmg their demands in
" the press,” he sajd.

Sison sald both pames :
“should (move) ahead of the ig=:
;-sue, “of Ceagefire;: ‘the; ‘social,
__economic, political and: consti-.
. tationalreforms demanded by
‘the people and néeded to ad- -
~ dresg: the mots of ‘the. avﬂ-
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Military peace
spoiler — analyst

. THE commitment of the Fhilippine government and the
- Natieral Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP)
- toforge a fair deal and their determination not to be
- affected by acrimonious issues are crucial in keeping the
. momentum of the peace negotiations, a political analyst
- said on Tuesday.

Professor Bobby Tuazon, director for Policy Studies

-

aople Empowerment.

o S ST med peace - parfies can tackle with fess hindrance
eshoudlisten tohis .. negﬁ?a?&ﬁﬁiﬂﬁNfe?heﬁagdsa e substantive agenda, especially th
o fthe negotitions il prosper.
fspieobstinate refuslof th President

Dutert

i . | 5285,5205 |
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af Visayas kapag nag-right to. match: din:ang mg; i
;- doon, di ba'mga kosa? Hehehe! Kanyd-Kinyang gimiklang
L UeSy'totoe lang, walang pamang kapatiilidad ang PMA
;82 na‘patakbubin ang expanded $TL dahil maaring mayk
i falista‘silasubalit ang figa’tavhan sa baba'ay walasili: Ditin
© nila abot ang pagpatakbo ng illegal gambling. Kay4 Sangdyon,
: naghahanap mg mapagkatiwalaang tao;itong PM
- para ‘patakbubin ang expanded STL nila kaya lang &
--gustong tumanggap sa mga alok nita ‘Bakit? Kasrang Katwiran-
‘ng mga nagpapatakbo ng ilegal gambling. baka pagpagin din.
sila kapag natutunan na ng PMA Class 182 ang mga alltuntunin
‘kung paano patakbubin ang STL, kasama na ang bookies nito.
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hila ang mga nagpapatakbo ng STL eh laking kalye ang mga —. :
jto, di bamgakosa? /o oo men T L el
AIm 0 e obrang buvienasng PMA Class. ‘82, aba mabulilyase '€ 12Nd-
sila kapag nasitip ni Digong na ginaws nilang negosyo itong
-expanded STL at pati si Corpuz ay mapremyuhan tulad ni Int. 4{ g
" Sec. Mike Sueno. Abangan!
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imbestigasyon sa pagkamatay ni Hapilon

»o Lot Claudic
Hindi pa makumpirma ni AFP chief of staff General Eduardo Aho na patay na nga si Basilan based
Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapilon na napabalitang nasugatan sa enkwentro nuong buwan ng

Pebrero sa Maguindanao.

Batay kasi sa report ng militar na matindi ang tinamong sugat ni Hapiion sa nasabing enkwentro.

Una rito inthayag ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na patay na si Hapilon batay sa impormasyon na
nakuha ng pangulo.

Ayon kay Ano, wala pang kumpirmasyon mula sa kanilang field units na patay na ang nasabing ASG
leader at patuloy nila itong bina validate.

Aminado si chief of staff na may kumakalalat na report na patay na nga si Hapiion.

“There are raw reports but we still have no confirmation that Hapilon is really dead. Operations
against his group will continue in Lanao provinces and Basilan,” pahayag ni Ano.

Inthayag ni Ario na sa kanilang latest information na apat na miyembro ng Abu Sayyaf ang
nababantay kay Hapilon kung saan palipat lipat ang mga ito ng lugar sa kabundukan ng Butig.

Sa ik'abii'ang dako iﬁnangg'i naman ni AFP spokesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla ang nasabing ulat.

“We have no info as of this date this is why the President said “supposes.” We will continue ongoing
efforts to ascertain this,” mensahe na ipinadala ni Padilla.
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Philippine soldiers kill 'more than 10’

militants in bid to free captives

MANILA - Philippine soldiers killed "more than 10" Islamic State-linked Abu Sayyaf militants in an attempt {o free
Vietnamese captives held on a remote southern island as froops fired howitzer shelis on rebel positions, an army

general said on Monday.

The small but viclent militant group, known for extortion, beheading and kidnap-for-ransom activities, is holding
more than two dozen captives on Jolo isiand. It beheaded a German captive two months age when no ransom was

paid for his release.

Major-General Carlito Galvez, military commander of western Mindanao, said 32 soldiers were also wounded in
Sunday's assault on an Abu Sayyaf hideout in Talipao town, where the militants were believed to be holding six

Vietnamese captives.

"The 105mm howitzer directly hit enemy positions," Galvez told reporters, saying four rounds were fired when

advancing troops were pinned down.

"More than 10 were killed. Our troops had discovered mangled bodies in the area, but we continue to pursue them.”

There was no word on the fate of the captives. Four of the wounded soldiers were airlified 1o a hospital while 28,
among them a battalion commander, had minor shrapnel wounds from grenade blasts.

Galvez said troops had clashed for more than an hour with about 100 Abu Sayyaf rebels led by Radullan Sahiron, a
one-armed militant leader who figures on the US State Department’s wanted list, with a $1-million bounty.

Last menth, five Malaysians were freed on Jelo and two Filipino sailors were rescued on nearby Basilan island by
soldiers chasing the Abu Sayyaf militant group.
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"‘Let it go': Duterte to build new housing

occupation

By: Tricia Aquino, interAksyon.com

MANILA - President Rodrigo Duterte has promised police and soldiers affected by the occupation of a housing
project in’ Pandi, Bulacan by foliowers of Kalipunan ng Damayang Mahihirap (Kadamay} that he wili buiid another

housing project for them by December.

He asked that the soldiers and policemen “let go* ("Bitawan na lang ninyo 'yvan.") of the Pandi housing project
originally meant for them, because the people who would now benefit from it were poor, anyway.

"This ruckus in Bulacan, eh parang inagaw ng mga kapwa nating Pilipino na mahirap rin (it's like our fellow poor
Filipinos stole from us). { will look into the matter seriously, and | will ask you soidiers and the policemen, bitawar na
iang ninyo ‘van (let it go). Ibigay na lang natin sa kanite, tutal mahirap sila (Let's just give it to them, since they're
poor). But | promise you, | will look for another tand nearby or adjacent or maybe contiguous to that area there.

And gagawa ako ng mas maganda, may tubig na af may electric na pagpasok niryo (And | will make a better one,
with water and electricity once you get there)," Duterte said Tuesday. He was speaking at the 120th founding

anniversary of the Philippine Army at its headguarters in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.

"Ako na mismo, inyong presidente, nakikiusap sa inyo (Your president himself beseeches you). Let us not wage a
fight against our own people. Tutal mahirap lang 'van sila (After all, they're poor). Intindihin na lang ninyo (just
understand them), and | will build another housing project for you soonest, and | intend to complete it by December,

Duterte added.

He promised a betier, bigger, more comfortable housing project for the police and the soldiers, and stressed that he
would go to the area personally to supervise the new housing project.

He also addressed Kadamay in his speech, asking them not to disturb the soldiers and the police, as well as notto
create frouble.

"Ngayon 'yung Kadarnay, ibigay ko na lang 'van sa inyc (Now as for Kadamay, | wili just give it to you)... Huwag
niyong paalisin 'yung mga sundalo pati pulis na nandiyan na (Just don't force the soldiers and police who are
already there out). But eventually they will be removed and transferred to 2 new, na mas maganda pa sa inyong
inagaw (nicer than what you occupied). Para hindi na kayo mag-ano {So that you wifi no longer)... Ayoko kasing
pilitin ang isyu because it would somehow result in bugbugan, mga paluan (| don't want to force the issue because it

would somehow resuit in fistfights, beatings),” Duterte said.

As of last week, about 5,000 urban poor informal settlers had been occupying the vacant units of a housing project
originally meant for soidiers and palice personnel in Pandi, Bulacan.

After that, another KADAMAY group tried to take over supposedly vacant units in Bocaue Hills, also in Bulacan, but
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homesowners there thwarted the takeover.

Last weekend, KADAMAY members who said they were evicted a year age from a private lot in Tandang Sora,
Quezon City, returned to the area and pitched camp once more, prompting the police and City Hali to arrest them on

Monday aftemoon for trespassing.

SPCURP thanks DUeTEe e

Meanwhile, Presidential Commission on Urban Poor (PCUP) Chairman Terry Ridon quickly issued a statement
reacting to Duterte's apparent Solomonic solution, saying, "Thank you for your malasakit {compassion), Mayor

Duterte.”

Duterte's speech wouid compel the government io rethink its housing strategy in order to comprehensively address
homelessness and urban poverty, Ridon explained.

“The President's groundbreaking pronouncement serves as a guide for all anti-poverty and housing agencies to put
our poorest at the center of our development strategy,” he added.

According to the PCUP chairman, the country's housing fund was worth less than one percent of the national
budget, an amount that "pales in comparison" to the budget for education, heaith, and social welfare.
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