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in this Fourth Round of Formal Talks,

‘which started a day late because of -
“incessant’ wrangimgs overmatters that ™
should or should not be mciuded in the‘-,.

)’ceaseﬁre deal.”

Leading the signing fo_r__ the GRP.' )

was Presidential Advis
Process Jesus D

NDF, its Chief Political Consultant and

founding chairivian of the Communist
Party of the Philippines (CPP) Jose
Maria Sison. It was witnessed by the
Third Party Facilitator Royal Nor-
wegian Government (RNG) ‘Special
Envoy to the Philippine Peace Process
Ambassador Elisabeth Sluttom

" No ceaseﬁre yet

But what put a damper on the

signing of the ALJC was the clarifica-
tion made by both sides that the deal
will not actually stop fighting on the
ground,

“There is no de facto ceasefire yet.
This is an agreement to work for a per-
manent ceasefire,” said Dureza.

onthe eace_'-_.___.
o will still -*prev_a ‘despite the signin

(NDF ) _Igned Wednesday an :Agreeff
 Interim Joint Ceaseﬂref-

resolving 48 year arme

. As the weather in this North Sea—
town turned from. gloomy fo.
pleasant, so dld the atmosphere P10

NDF Peace Panel Chairrian Fidel

Agcaoxh admitted that “it was an agree-
" ment to agree on the’ giidelines” that
will 1ead to’ the full implementation of
a the truce;: ' . ANFA), In.
~Other members of both panels. con—_ - Inas

cpe q R

' ﬁrmed thata status fight”

eAIJC

Addressmg the 4 conditions
: The A1JC effectively addressed
the four conditions set by President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte before the gov-
erpment could agree to such a truce
deal.
These inctuded his demands for the
insurgents to stop collecting revelution-

" “ary tax, for them to stop bostile acts, to

release captured government security
personnel, and refrain from making
any territoriai claims anywhere in the
country.

Simply put, the ALJC will be the gen-
eral agreement on the ceasefire, while
awaiting the approval of the so- -called

“annexes”’ that will tackle Duferte’s

The'NDF prompﬂy acted ‘whe
announced Wednesday morning that it
was ordering the release of four police-
men'who were ‘being hield captive byits
mﬁltary arm the New People s Army

it it Sald 1t Was order—

"-capmredf'm Coiumbio Sultan Kudarat

in February 2; PFC Edwin Salan, who

 wastakenin Aiegrza Surigao del Norte

last January 29; and PO2 Jerome Na-
tividad, captured in ’I‘alakag, Bukldnon
last February 9. -

. These releases will add to the two
other POWSs, who were earlier freed by
the INPA last March 25. They were para-
military men Rene Doller and Mark
Nocus, who were captured in Lupon,
Davao Oriental last February 14.

Under the deal, both parties’ cease-
fire comtnittees have been mandated
to “meet even in-between formal talks
to discuss, formulate and finalize the
guidelines and ground rules for the
implementation” of the ALJC.
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The following OI}JBCT.WES were set"

- alleged violations” will dlso.have to
2 _ _

: : : .Pohtlcal and: Constltut:onal ‘Reforms
ment for eventual and ‘early: sxgnmg of {CAPCR)- comes up for dlscussmn in
. the Cemprehenswe Agreemént ori‘So _future talks. : :

c:ai -and Economic Reforms: (Caser), . Tt underscored that dxscussmns on

E The two partzes likewise agreed..-_ these issues will be undertakér uider
' to come Up with rules’ “doverning the the “ﬁ"amework of the proposed Federal
presence of armed units and elements . Repub g :
_ofbothpartiesinlocal commumnities and - Accordi .
_the creation of buffer zones .- approval of the “annexes” on: revolu—
An agreement on “proh;blted hos—- _ '-tlonary tax buffer zones hostﬂe acts

: and verificati n::l relation to . pleted, these will be incorporated to the
the implementation of the'ceasefire, . AIJC and will facilitate the full lmple—
- and the’ handling of complaints, and mentatlon of the ceaseﬁre "he said..

i
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: more stabl

end the 48 year “old1i msurgency

groutid rulesare approved.

The: two sides. Agreed to;'|
fcrge 4 joint-interim ceasefire:
agreement;” @ joint statement .

said, .adding -that.this will be

tions- issued by
the government: -

““The interim }omt ceasefire
will-be 51gned simultaneois to

or immediately after the signing

‘mient on'the Social and Econorm- -
_(Caser) expected Ta

b Finished within the year Y the- '
. tilities -~ between government'

Arm

of the Comipréhensive Agree-

it ‘Refor

statement said

Permanent ceasefire

“The Joint Ceasefire Agree-
ment shall be deemed interim
until ‘a permanent ceasefire
agreernent is forged pursuant to
a Comprehensive Agreement on
End of Hostilities and Dlsposv
tion of Forces.”

The agreement was reached
during the fourth round of for-

mal talks in the Netherlands by '_ '
-the formation of a joint ceasefire

the gévernment and the Nation:
al Democratic Front - of ' the
Philippines (NDEP).

*The agreement, signed hy'

chief ‘government negotiator

Silvestre Bello III and NDEFP
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF p panel chair Fidel Agcaotli, di-

rects the ceasefire commitiees
of both parties to “meet imme-

diately, even in between formal
talks, to finalize the guidelines
and ground rules.”

. The ceasefire: will take: e{fect;’-_.=
as soon. as. the guzdelmes and:i

than the separate’-

“men to release ome poimcal?

“observed and it will take ti
and effort, he added.”

Jieve s

* plaints and alieged violations.

'Awaltmg for; your approval, :
Dureza: sald he had toid Mr E
Duterte; . . :
“Approvedi” he quoted the’-
:Presadentas saying.. S
3 Dureza also sa:d the Press—-

prisoners.; - _
 “This will show goodwu} but.

that gértain pl’DCESSE!S roust

“The negonatmg panels be—:
'Jnmt agreementj_
could: preven unnecéssary hos<

and rebel forces.
The guidelmes coverthe pres—

"ence of armed groups in commu-~

nities and the creation of buffer
zones, [t specifies prohibited, hos-
tile and provocative acts, inchud-
ing the coilection of revolutionary
taxes. It also calis for undertaking
joirtt socioeconomic projects.

_ Ceasefire committee -
‘The agreement also calls for

commitiee and the prospectwe

*‘role of a third party to monitor

the ceasefire and other mecha-
nisms to implement the truce,
including the handling of com-

“Muatters regarding a single
government authority and taxa-
tion shall be discussed and re-

"solved in forging the Compre-

hensive Agreement on Political

" 545.8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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and” Consntutmnal Reforms: _ content” of the agre’erﬁ'ent.- s pelice operatmns should cqver-
‘within the framework of the pro- whiat is impartant,” hesaidi 7 Sungao Cﬂ:y, Alegraa Bacuag-"(}l—‘
pose : geaoilissaid the: ceasefire :

agreernent on }Dlﬁt mtenm cease-
fire" that: will accompany’ our . yple’s:
peate negotzatwns throughout e Army (NPA} waold 1mmed1ately'
“Sison “said ‘& }'omt ceaseﬂre * facilitate the release of a po‘hce’-
'momtormg comrnitiee™ wouid' officer “and. three soldiers the -
consist -of. “an équal number of guem}l&s ‘had captured in"Min=". Agcamh said the suspenswn-".
representatives of the govern- danao earlier thisyear. ... _r_of operations . by government..
-mentand NDFP and their respec- - - But the speedy and: safe- re—' ~troops-would help -ensure the

the suspensm of military am

b
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cal andforeign delegates at the airport and
escort them from Tacloban to this cify.

. Mayor Stephatty Uy Tan said the Cat-
balogan City government is prepared to
host its first international event that will
be attended by atleast 300 delegates from
local governments in the Philippines and
the Asia-Pacific vegion. . -

Uy Tan said expected to atbend are
local government officials from South Ko-
rea, Ching, New Zealand, Salomon Island,
Taiwan, New Kiribati, Betio, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Malaysia,
Vietnam, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,

—

i The mayor s4id the event is -:'an
Senior Supt. Franco Simborio smd ‘hismen
were stationed in strategic areas at the Ta-
cloban City Airport last Sunday to guard lo- ,

épportt}mty for -her city and the local

* government units of Eastern Visayas
o attract international mvestors to

the region. -
The mayor said she will announce

during the event the partnership of her
city with South Korea Odin Energy Co,,
Lid. on the $2.4-million wind tower project
that will supply 90 pereent of the c;ty’
electricity needs. .. ..

It was learned that the Department
of Interior and Local Government has
sent memorandutn circular inviting all
Iocal chief executives of Bastern Visayas,
50 members of League of Cities and 50
wornen local chief executives to attend
the international conference.
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Duterte calis on Ph Army for continues help in drive
against illegal drugs

From the Philippine Information Agency (Apr 5% Duterte calis on Ph Army for continued help in drive against iliegal

drugs

President Rodrige Duterie has called on the members of the Philippine Army and all branches of the military to
continue helping the administration's drive against illegal drugs.

The call was made during the celebration of the 120th Anniversary of the Philippine Army at its headguarters in

Fori Bonifacio in Taguig City.

Being the commander-in-chief. the President can tap the military in the conduct of law enforcement operations

by granting them police powers, if he deems it necesgary.

Duterte also said eariier he was fortunate to have been empowered by the executive order of former president
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo raising the level of the drug menace o a national security threat.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the iand.
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This. he said. would entitie him to use the AFP in the fight against illegal drugs.

in his speech during the event, the President said that since the establishment of the Philippine Army 120 years ago, "our
history is repiete with tales of our soidiers’ great sacrifices and significant victories 1o best profect our pecple and our

naticnal scvereighty.”

Me promised continuous support {o the members of Philippine Army saying that he curreni administration has been
“providing islecommunication apparatus; firepower-gnd infantry fighting vehicles to the-Army-in fine with the Armed-Forceg
of the Philippines (AFP} modernization program.

The administration has altocaled almost P8.5 bifiion for Philippine Army projects under the Revised AFP Modernization
Plan 1o procure individual equipment such as rifles, pistols. grenade launchers and forge proteciion armors,

The President also recalled that he signed an Execufive Order last September increasing the combat pay of soldiers from
£500 to P2,000 per month and their combat incentive pay from P150 to P3O0 a day.

The Depariment of Budget and Management is also working on the proposed compensation adjustment {o increase the
base and hazard pays of military personnei, Duterte said.

He said the GSIS will also study the possibility of having a housing loan program that will complemaent the soidier's ability
to pay. noting that soldiers are more confident to perform their mandate if their loved ones are well-sheltered.

Www. pra. gov.ph
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Army brigade vows to respect bilateral truce

From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 5); Army brigade vows to respect bilateral truce

Soidiers of the 701st Infantry Brigade (IR} based in Mati City, Davao Oriental will respect a bilateral ceasefire
signed by both the government and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines {NDFP}.

in s5n interview Wednestav, Col: Reuben Basiao, T01st1B commander; said that if both parties wili sign a bilateral
ceasefire agreement in this round of peace talks, he will suspend the combat operations of his froops. '

it will be suspended once we get the order from President Rodrigo Duferte, he added.

“It i clear from the statement of the President that what he expects from: the fourth round of talks (is a signed) bilateral
ceasefire (agreement), which we look forward to,” he saic.

For now, Basiao said they maintain an offensive position to protect communities from harassment aliegedly
perpetrated by the New People’s Army (NPA) and other armed groups within their area of jurisdiction.

“Some people asked why the soldiers still ‘have combat operations even if the fourth round of peace talks is stil
ohgoing? Well, we just follow the order of our national government and our President also stressed that there
will be no unilateral ceasefire from the government side,” Basiao saic.

He said the NPA released a statement to have a unilateral ceasefire before the end of March. but did not pursue i since

the government did not respond.

hitp:/fwww pna.gov.phfindex. php?idn=28&sid=8nid=2&rid=277759

wWww.Dna.gov.ph
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based system’

From the Phiippine News Agenzy Apr 5) PA now evolving through 'soidier-center, knowledge-based system’

As the Philinpine Army (PA] evolves into a more modern military force, efforts are now underway to
ensure thai this process is done in 2 "soldier-center. knowiedge-based system™ manner. -

This was disclosed by Army commander Lt Gen, Glorioso Miranda as the PA celebrated jts 120th

founding anniversary Tuesday.

This is done with the goa! of enhancing the ganabiiites of all PA tropps as weli as standardizing the

Army's ability to manage information. he added.

"iWe expec! these measures to help fulfill the mission of the PA fc develop organize, train, equip,
suppori and sustain ground forces in supporf of the AFP mission. backed up by zlarge reserve

(force).” Mirands siressed.

He is aiso pleasedfo report that the P4 has greatly improved its warfighting capabilityswith the
acauisition of more firepower, better communications and force protection assets whilesehsuring thaf
51} :newiy<acguired eguipmentare compliant with existing statutory and requiatory requiremerits.

The PA was founded or March 22 1887 through the Tgjeros convention The Army currentiy has 85.000
strong men and women dedicaled 1o serve the people and sesure the lanc.

anniversary was moved (¢ Api € ¢ accommodate the availability of al: stakenoiders wnich incluges

.
&
"
3

Presioen! Rodrige Dulerie and other sanking oefense anc miliiary officiale
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Feature: Female soldier grateful for equal opportunities
granted to women in military service

From the Philippine Information Agency (Apr 5): Feature: Female soldier grateful for equal oppottunities granted to

women in rmilitary service
¢

“i am grateful that the Magna Carta for Women have accorded us fundamental rights, protection and opportunities in our
scciety,” said Sgt. Liezel Gonzaga-Soliven of the 1st Cavalry (Tagapanguna) Squadron, Mechanized Infantry Division,

Philippine Army.

In 2008, the Senate and House of Congress enacted a law protecting women and chiidren - - Republic Act No. 9710
otherwise known as “An Act Providing for the Magna Carta of Women,” a comprehensive women's human rights law that

seeks to eliminate discrimination against women by recognizing, protecting. fulfiling and promoting their rights.

Discrimination no longer exist
Soliven observed that the issue on the discrimination against women on the recognition, enjoyment, as well as in the

exercise of political, economic, social, cultural and civil rights ro longer happens.
Women are now able to enhance and develop their potentials and skills. Aside from that, they develop their fullest
capabilities as partners in nation building.

For this reason, she was able to join the military. "Unlike before, onty men were admitted and isined the ranks in the
Philippine Army, but now,women enjoy the same opportunity to serve in the military.

Gov't opened doors for women

The government has opened its doors for women in the Philippine Army, for those who are physically and personally

suitable for the job.

Dreamed to be 2 soldier
Soliven said ii's been her dream since she was a child to be a soldier.

When she was 17 yrs old, she was an officer of the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC). After graduation in coliege,
she underwent probationary training course and eventuaily enlisted in the military service.
“l was determined to be 2 soldier so | actively involved myself in the ROTC and Probationary Officer Training Course,”

Soliven explained.

Protect, serve the people

I 2071, Seliven said she decided 1o join the military service because she wanted to serve and protect the people and
suppor! her family.

“As the eldest in our family. | needed a permanent job in order 1o support my terminally il father and fund the college
education of my two younger brothers and sister.” Soliven narrated.

"With the salary that | received from my work. | was abie 1o provide the daily needs of my family, pay the hospital hills and

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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boughnt the daily maintenance medications of my father.” Soliven said.

“My brothers and sisier are now professionals and they help me provide and meet the needs of our family.” Sofiven

proudly said.

Military changed her fife

She said she was taught discipline and learned to value the importance of physical and-mentai heaith. "Physical training
has been a compulscry part of cur daily military life,” Soliven said adding that it benefits soidiers (o have a healthy iife and

improve their efficiency.

"One thing that everyone seems to agree with is that as female soldiers. we can do something for our society. We can

make a difference.” she concluded.
htipi/inews. pia. gov.ph/article/view/137 14913557 38/feature-female-soidier-grateful-for-equal-opportunities-granted-to-

women-in-miliary-service-
From the Philippine Information Agency (Apr 5): Feature: Female soldier grateful for equal opportunities

granted to women in military service

Grateful for Magha Carta

‘I am grateful that the Magna Carta for Women have accorded us fundamental rights, protection and
opportunities in our society,” said 5gt. Liezel Gonzaga-Soliven of the 1st Cavalry (Tagapanguna) Squadron,

Mechanized Infantry Division, Philippine Army.
fn 2008, the Senate and House of Congress enacted a law protecting women and children - - Republic Act No.

8710 otherwise known as “"An Act Providing for the Magna Carta of Women.” & comprehensive women’s
human rights faw that seeks to eliminate discrimination against women by recognizing, protecting, fulfilling and

promoting their rights.

Discrimination no longer exist
Soliven observed that the issue on the discrimination against women on the recognition, enjoyment, as well as

in the exercise of political, economic, social, cuttural and civit rights no longer happens.

Women are now able to enhance and develop their potentials and skills. Aside from that, they develop their
fuliest capabilities as pariners in nation building.

For this reason, she was able fo join the military. "Unlike before, onfy men were admitted and joined the ranks
in the Philippine Army, but now.women enjoy the same opportunity to serve in the military.

Gov't opened doors for women

The government has opened its doors for women in the Philippine Army, for those who are physically and
personally suitabie for the job.

Dreamed to be a soldier

Sofiven said it's been her dream since she was a child to be a soldier.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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When she was 17 yrs old, she was an officer of the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC). After graduation
in coliege, she underwent probationary fraining course and eventually eniisted in the military service.

‘I was determined to be a scidier so | actively involved myself in the ROTC and Proba‘gcionary Officer Training

Course,” Soliven explained. f

Protect, serve the peopie
In 2011, Soliven said she decided to join the military service because she wanted to serve and protect the
peopie and suppon her family,

‘As the eldest in our family, | needed & permanent job in order to support my terminally ill father and fund the
college education of my two younger brothers and sister,” Soliven narrated.

“With the salary that | received from my work, | was able to provide the daily needs of my family, pay the
hospital bills and bought the daily maintenance medications of my father,” Soliven said.

"My brothers and sister are now professionals and they help me provide and meet the needs of our family,”

Scliven proudly said.

Military changed her [ife

She said she was taught discipline and learned to vaiue the importance of physical and mentai health.
“Physical training has been a compuisory part of our daily military life,” Soliven said adding that it benefits

soldiers 10 have a healthy life and improve their efficiency.

‘One thing that everyone seems to agree with is that as female soldiers, we can do something for our society.

We can make a difference.” she concluded.
hitp.//news.pia.gov.ph/article/view/137 14913557 38/feature-female-soldier-grateful-for-equal-opportunities-

granted-to-women-in-military-service-

www.retiredanalyst.blogspof.com
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PA to comply with President Duterte's call to let go of
Bulacan housing units ’

From the Phifippine News Agency (Apr 5): PA to comply with President Duterte’s cail to let go of Bulacan housing

units

The Philippine Army (PA} will adhere to President Rodrigo Duterte's appeal ealling for soldiers to give up their
housing units in Bulacan which were forcibly occupied by mermbers of the Kalipunan ng Damavang Mahihirap

{Kadamay) since last month.

“We will adhere to the President's appeal. We will talk to our troops’and explain fo them the position of our
President.” Army spokesperson Col. Benjamin Hao said Tuesday afternoon.

"We dre also habpy ahd excited fo hear his plans to give durtroops better housing facilities:” he added.
The Chief Executive sarliar said he decided to allow the members of the urban poor group to remain the Bulacan
housing faciity to avoid possibie bioodshed between the militants and security forces who will be deploved to

evict them,

| am asking you kung maaari lang. Do not be offended. Take it with an open mind. Ako na mismo, inyong Presidente,
nakikiusap sa inyo. Let us not wage a fight against our own people,” President Duterte stressed.

The President added that he had already asked the National Housing Authority to Took for a suitabie land to build bigger
ant more comfortable housing units for the soldiars and policemen.

In the meantime, the President urged Kadamay not to forcefully dislodae the soidiers and policemen who are
already in the occupied projects or he would be forced to evict the militant urban poor workers instead.

hitp:/Awww._pna.gov.phfindex.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&rid=077542

www.retiredanalyst blogspot.com
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SERVING THE FILIPINO | 120th Founding Anniversary of the Philippine
Army (PA}

T Alvin Bantiage

Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City (DWDD) ~ President Rodrigo Roa Duterte led the 120th founding
anniversary of the Philippine Army (PA) held at the PA Headquarters in Fort Bonifacic, Taguig City.

“Your primordial duty to serve the country...gives assurance to our people to live in peace and
stability,” said the President as he recognized the acts of courage and bravery of the country’s armed

forces af the beginning of his keynote speech.

He guaranteed the Philippine Army that the administration would provide them with the necessary
training equipment and benefits prior to their actual deployment. As part of government’s
modernization program for the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), the military will be given
telecommunications apparatus, firepower, and infantry fighting vehicles, particularly for the army.

“These are among the priority initiatives we immediately undertook when | assumed the Presidency in
July tast year,” President Duterte said, adding that government has allocated PhP 6.5 billion for PA

projects under the revised AFP Modernization Plan.

Additionally, the Commander-in-Chief mentioned that on September 2016, he signed an Executive
Order to increase the combat pays of all the AFP members. He also tapped the Department of
Budget and Management (DBM) for the proposed compensation adjustment in increasing the base

and hazard pays of all military personnel.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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The President also gave directives to the Government Service Insurance System (GSIS) to review
the housing loan program that will complement the soldiers’ ability t¢ pay.

With the administration’s drive to fight the illegal drug trade, President Duterte expressed his
confidence to the army’s continuous assistance. “This is a serious call, not only for you but o all
Filipinos, including your foved ones... Without you, our government will not be able to eradicate the
ilts of society that have been crippling our development for a long time,” he ended.

Also present were Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, AFP Chief of
Staff General Eduardo Afio, and PA Commanding General (CG) Lisutenant General Glorioso

Miranda, RTVM / MCAG

www retiredanalvst.blogspol_com

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the iand.

A




Army Visioh, By 2028. a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emaii add: oacpa.army2612@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

(ﬂ April 2017

|
!

2

T

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tel no. (02} 845-9555 L ocal: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




Army Vision. By 2028. a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmall.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

The

Page: ﬂ;[

Oy April 2017

9

o

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no, {02) 845-9355 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




i ” vaT I & Souwiee Of naliona prioe
Army Vision By 2028 & worlG-class Aty Thal iE & S0uwiCe U P

i 5 Local: 5285, 5285
i OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8535 Loc

60 April 2017

_ The Arme%l Forces .0 .the-
Phxhppmes and the th ippi

Preéxdent s order.’

nte 7, sauci What the Prem—* : Interwewad on dzMM radzo
-dentzdld maysow anarchy s statmn ‘Cabinet Secretary
- “The ‘National’ ‘Housing Au- Leoncio Evasco Jr, said -the
thonty should have solved the Kadamay action in Bulacan re-
problem “for - the" Premdent . minded the government of its
Gordonsaid. .- . .- '

/S
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responmb:hty 10, the poor, bt
! Wamer.i agal'nst such:actxon be-
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i “hcstaged” by certain: people:
;--.“Now government ‘should be
. on'top.i. [Tihis government is

: 'hstemng and addressmg the'
: needs for ourpeopie E

put i pia
' ver of unoccupled hou§—

: Padllia said. each «nit was
. good only for a single soldier,
not @ family. Thus, single sol-
diers who'would eventually get
married wanted more space.
“He'said the military was hop-
" ing that tio sirhilar occupanon of

government - Housing -
“would happen in the future.

. *The Whole episode is both
good . -ard ‘bad. .Good “in the
sense  that the -discourse on
housing was opened up agairni..
Bad in the sense that it's setting

4-a precedent,” he said..

“units

piG all" for the govennnent 1.
on the masgive housing problem_ _
" “WhileIappreciatet the Pres
ent's. heart for the ‘poor and’
.'13_.homeless as (Senate) chair; this’
: '_should not be _the means “for

-.agamst ,any form of ; a gOVe

A e B

bemg ‘hel

project

. £

: ﬁce for the beneflt of this group

' .(Kadamay) At theend of the

- day, we're grateful to the Presi-
dent for also looking - affer the
welfare of our. policemmen and
soldiers by giving a betier, big-
ger and comfortable home,
with electricity, water connec-
tion. All you need to do is move
in,” Carlos said in a'briefing.-

He noted that the President

also told Kadamay members fo
avoid housing units that were
already occupied or awarded to
policemen and soldiers, —witH
AREPORT FROMDJYAP INQ2
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. Fishermen

an the area. .
12 The frequent 1 mantmé patrols in the Waters surroundmg the-

Islands have also putanend to poaching problems in the region.

- Local officials have expressed their gratitude to the military
a8 they are now being flooded with positive feedback from
“fishermen beriefiting from the maritime- ‘operations: ' :

“ “Governor MarilouCayco of the province of Batanes: extend— '

'ed the gratitude of the fisherfolk of Batanes for the continuotts

" maritime patrol being: facilitated by the Philippine. Air Force;

Navy and Marines in the. northernmost islands-and sea terri-
tory of the province,”. AFPPublic Affan's Offzce (PAO) chief Col.:

-4'Edgard Arevalo said yesterday.

-Cayco wrote aletterto Lt-Gen. Romeo Tanalgo, commander

of Northern Luzon Command (NOLCON), expressing her.con-
 stituerits’ gratefu]ness to the Imhtary for 1ts prompt response to
the needs of the province: - - ;
' Caycotold the AFP that shewas bemg .
ﬂooded with positive feedback, particu- -
1511y from fishermen benefmng from the
bountiful catch: o

1 The incessantp oblem of poachmgf =

-our waters took a-respite after the patrol -
and according to our fisherfolks, they can
now fish without being in persistent féar
of encountering boats with foreign mark-
ings,” Cayce wrote.

2

- n the Batanes group of islands are getting abig-
' ger catch follomng'.the rruhtary 8 mtenswe patrol operahonsk__

3she sai

survey of the northemmost 1slands of t

Cagaya

+#Our searce resources: and’ means to
prot__ect our own’ i:errl’mry

-ated by the AFP’s: ‘genuine: concern to-our

yeop by keeping -ouf people safe and
e from: threats of forezgn poachers,”. :

Oy Mérch 19 the Phlhppme Navy 5

'BRP aAmor: Alcmraz sailed t0 Mavuhs

bayat, Batanes:to conducta. site

: > P
to Pasuquin;, Hocos Norte; Dalupm,

and ; Casambalangan, ‘Sta.
forecits: regu

the northern seaboard.’ e '-
The AFP through.the NOLCOM started

5:ts maritime awareness activities inMavi=

lis Island in April 2016, which was doneto”
support transforming the islets of Bataties

intd & reéting ‘place and shelter area for
."Fihpmo flshermen T -

; 'P
islets of Batanes are borne not only of our”

frequent maritime patrols in the area but
also of the active cooperation and coordi-
nation of the people of Batanes and other
stakeholders. Together we shall continue

rxeap further sycqasses as we inthe AFP.
perform itssmandate of protecting our
people and our territory,” AFP chief Gen.
Eduardo Afio said.

On the other hand, acting Poreign Af-
fairs Secretary Enrique Manalo said the
Philippines, together with the ASEAN
countries and China are exerting efforts
to complete the framework for a Code of
Condiuct (COC) in the South China Sed.

Manalo stressed the Philippines main-
tains the position that the COC should be
legally binding.  — With Pia Lee-Brago
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cala—Baggao Road

© A statement re]eased b t_he

e .NPA’s Fortunato Camus Coti-

1cal armL”

pmve the: suspensson of pro;ects,

aftex, CORLractors. served notice -

they would shut down work in
the wake of NPA attacks on three
rejects in: ‘Isabela, ‘Quitino and
Cagayan provmces thisweek. -
“[Askmg to termmate ‘pro—

Ject} is the: 'option of contractors:

but We. will still evaluate ‘before

they will be_ ailowed to leave,

at gunpoint worker
‘rigr ‘Construction : st:atzoned ‘at
the field ofﬁce of an ongomg

On March 26; NPA rebels'

burned a, backhoe éxcavator
that was bemg used by the same
firm for another bridge project
at Barangay Ysmael in Maddela
town in Quirino.

1.ater that day, six NPA rebels
attacked the depot of Pulsar
Construction Corp. in Barangay
Bayhayog in Alcala town in Ca-
gayan and burned two backhoe
excavators, a compactor and a
mini truck that were being used
for the ongoing repair of the Al-

| _bndge project in- Quirino. 3

" work shutdown, o

: = ernment pro}ects y he said.

mand operatmg in norther_n Lir-

the Phihppmes the NPA’

‘K‘he men who attacked the':

guoted as saying they: torchéci
heavy equipment because RD

- Interior Constructmn refused

to pay: revolunonary taxes” 5
Melanio Briosos, DPWH Ca—

,:gayan Valley director, said thé -
* agency might allowigontractor
to suspend work'or discontinte

pro;ect if the secunty ‘situa=
it

“We may just have to re—bid’“ .
the project with the adjusted

-cost-based on the aborted por--

tion and the uncollected funds.
Sadly,.) this will cause prclonged
delay inthe, completmn -of gov-'

Prc;ect engmeers wh

' not to'be pamed for security rea-

sons, said they were forced to
discontinue over fears for the
safety of their personnel.

, “Many of our workers have
left camp in haste and do not
wish to go back anymore. Some
of them even said they were quit-
ting the job,” an engineer said.

But Army officials urged the
DPWH and its contractors to re-
sume work, saying the military
and the police could protect
them. —MELVIN GASEON INQ
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Forces” of :the Phlhppmes) is
‘conicernéd; they have no. prob-
.;.:_,__i.1em Fith th stang down,” Bra e

..... . P — [ ganzasald

Jn.an; earher onlme 111ter»

}'_ view, Slébn' xpressed ‘opposi-

“"tion to two “of four precondi-
t:onsse‘tby Mr. Duterte, .

.. "The nio territory and no tax-

atzon on busmess pnvﬂege by

precondltlons

- The President ‘set four pre—
i condmons for the_fourth round

-rebels, mgmng of bllateral truce,
and ‘the release of soldiers’ and
3 polxcemen held:by_the NPA :

.pesed “truce mcluded the dl’aft'-
ing ‘of :an understandmg to re»

' lease the'NPA captives.” '
The CPP had’ ordered the
NPA o release thenr'as-early as
. Feb..ig to improve’conditions
. for resummg t‘he talks. 'Howev-

cos—have been released by
guerrillas as of March,

The three soldiers still’ in
rebel hands—Pfc. Edwin Salan,
Sgt. Solaiman Calucop and Pfc.
Samuel Garay—were captured

~in:*Columbig, /Sultah Kudarat
~while POz jerome N&tmdad
. was serzed in Talakag, Bukn:lﬂ
non. INQ i .
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radic/ “attempts’ by’ Kaclamay
members to occupythese S
Areilano smd about

o5t

March 8 because their housmg ap—
plications were ignored by the Na-
tional Housing-Authority (NHA), -

The houses that Kadamay
members occupied were in Villa
Louise in Barangay Cacarong
Batain Pandi.

+ On Tuesday, - Mr. Duterte
urged soldiers and policemen 1o
give up their claims to houses
forcibly occupied by Kadamay
members, saying he would
build them better housing pro-
jects by December,

“We assume his {announcee
ment] applies to all the vacant
houses benefiting the soldiers

-and pelicemen, not only in Bula-

reason the’ pohce I
- guard the- Bustos.an
“housing. projects.

sdme [tbose housmg sites} are

: now OHIS tO banefxt the home— :

. Some policemen guarding
Bustos He1ghts Wthh ‘was tar-

geted by Kadamay three Weeks :
ago, said they had pending ap--

plications for the umits there. "

Caretakersat Bustos Hexghts_

sald many upits were 110t yet

fully built and were: still ‘to'be
turned over to the NHA, ING -

25
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.-ﬁg er
“’may regroup ‘Mmd a 107
- 'This possibility prompted . troops
,_-the mlhtar to condu SR

: P gainst-. e,
militants, particularly in - - “Afio earlier said opera’rlons
Central Mmdanao, the of— ©aieongoitig agamst the

e is.1 o M I:fté group in Lanao’ dei

strikes targeted’ Muhammad o head of the IS in the Phlhp- :
‘Ali Bin Abdulrahmari aliag’ . - pines, wi Hevied ’to have
Mtiawiyah, a foreign ter
rist; his'trainee on bomib”
L _makmg Salahuddm Hassan

to make'a’ pﬁblzc '
i the 1ssue, saad

O bez’s of the Bangsamoro Wit J’mme Laude

Ly
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- ty'govemmen’s
ains agress;ve in thep rsuzt
flasﬁng peace,” she'said.
: ‘arpio said she supports
-government employees get 'her father President Duterte’s
“There is ho need for® more- “eall for the rebels to'agree to
talk, s1gna’cures ot pictires. .. “a bilateral ceasefire and stop
“If youare intereste 'should ‘theirattacks asa precondmon
be all of yotrand notjustone: to the resumption of peace
Yoit kriow where to find me; talks: .~ Edith Regalado
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ounc:ed_last Tuesday that the; ‘Blstos.: _
: y members would be:.. - The A ‘the
allowed to stay in the housing - P}ulzppmes (AFP) had accept—_
‘ahits that they have oceupled -:ed President Duterte’s decision.
in Bulacan; < - ‘tolet the-Kadamay ‘members
inG fold | The STAR “keep the homies theyhave:&)rc—
that the ‘militants could only- 1b1y occupied in Pandi: .
ay m the NHA Hhousing . Military spokesman I 1:1".

‘ d-by: he _-_-Gen ‘Restituto Padilla sazd
~soldiers do not mind giving
i _'up the ‘houses allecated to
said - 'soldiers and policemen so
‘try . that theissue may be resolved

- peacefully.. . l

- “Qurpositioninthe Armed
' -Forces is that there is no prob-
" lem with<¢he transfer (of rights
*to-avail) and the President’s
| move 's0_thiis can be resolved
~peacefully as he also an-
1 nounced that awardees af-
 fected-would have their (mits
'-'replaced " he armounced iria

 MALOLOS - Police ‘of-
fsc&als herg’ vowed to pre-’
bers of the mlhtant”

Py
ary and’ pohce housmg nits :
! o' inPandi last March 8, the mili- - not suffer any Ioss because of
_pohcemen and soldiers. '_j " ‘tants tried but failed to enter President Duterte’s promise
Président Duterte an- other NHAsitesinBocaueand of better housing units for

b
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- them, which would be built’
- fast, hopefully before the end

: of the year.

planning, housing .and re-
settlement, said the hosing

- problem was evident with
““President Duterte’s decision to

on’ 'allow the Kadamay members _

; gover ment recognizes. the

shortage inhousing and as far-
-aswe know, this is being prop-".
erly: ed t ro- against. arty form:of a gov-
: ‘ng held "

< housing problem.. - :
- Hjercito, chairman of the

Sena’ce committee on urban

Wantang e acqwre;two units. sh
‘to accommodate theu‘ gromng' g

.'.anyone-'._ :
: uniess

'rt ;-admlmsfrahon io". i
sithe country’s masswe :

& poor anc ho_ ' eless,

“sHould not ‘be the means for
anyone to become 2" recipi- .

ent of hotising projects:} am

ment hoasmg

4

‘ing' that his talk
_' walk 11‘1 the 500 estliposszbie

" Btatement

g of housmg umts 30 -
that ‘the incident -would not-
- -bea bad prec:edent for other.
groups- demandmg goverm

G _-_.Cervantes

- Anakpawis: party-list.Rep.
Anel Casilao lauded yesterday
Duterte’s order to allow. the

_ Kadamay ' embers’to keep the

8¢ . 1
Pre51dent'“ by heé; ifg - the

legitimate callsof ‘the ‘poor

for shélter and

He also _ mted

“the demands of theurb :poor
‘to the President. £

-~ With Paolo Romero, Mi
chael Punongbayan, Ding

M

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpe.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. {02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5245

Army Core Purpose Serving the peopie. Secuning the land.




Army Vision. By 2028. s world-ciass Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285 i

b Aprit 2017

Simto Pages.

'_.regard will create the necessary' 8 the Commimist Party of the
favorablé conditions for the  Philippines “directing con--
~ safe, expeditious and orderly’";cerneci NPA units to expedite
. release ‘of the POWSs; as well - the release of the'six captured
‘as the safety of ‘their respec—;_'_POWs still in- their custody
fivefamiliés and the members as- a ‘positive gesture’ for
The areas mc}ude ’cowns of the Third Party ‘Facilitator _the o gmng fourth round of_

'_m Bukidnon, _Sumgao_ del’ and Inde; endent Humgmtax;_ .

“Sultan Kudarat; Sai’angam

and South Cotabato:: _ } . _
“The pomhve_response by The group also- confirmed . both captured in Lupon town,

the governmentpanel in f}ug t_h_e earlier pronouncement by Davao Oriental on Feb. 14..
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AR e G Latim T nes

. _peace talks in the Netherlands.

 activities of the rebels; and the non-

; recognition of any ter
: made by'the communist
- 'The government's' chief nego-

Bello I], ssid both parties are sti
.dzscussmg the terms that would be
included in‘the draft agreement.

- Bello" said both panels agreed
to make their own drafts and later -

cansolidate their versmns of ﬂle"
_rebels also agreed to discuss ajoint -

“Mayroonsilang draft m@roonka»' "0, interim cease-fire agreementasthe)’:f"

agreement

' mmgdraftsmyan angpag—uusapanna-‘
‘min, pagsasamahin namin fyon, BeIlo
said in a radio interview,

The communist insurgents ear-
lier expressed their willingness to
relegse the military and the police
personne] they were holding from

)

- March..‘z'? to Apni 6 among them a

tlator, _Labor Secretary S:Ivestre H. s

hree _

'__feﬁsnre operatmns of the mlhtary
in the areas where the k:dnapped :

= 'tmns Preszdent Duterte Haé setbes" _pohceman and soldxers were bemg ’

fc)re the start of the foutth rovnd of :

held by communist guernlias
. Both parties are stili discussing -

Tine other conditions include the s*uspensmnofmlhtaryoperataon

- the signing of a bilateral cease-fire .

 agreement; a stop to the extortion
" the fourth rouind of talks is aIready"'

NDF Panel Senior Adviser Luis -
'_Jalandonl ‘meanwhile, assured that|

mowving forward;’ i

2 Movmg forward agreeme _

“ward a4 more stable cease—ﬁre Ja-: _

-landom saxd ina separate mtervxe v
Both panels assured tha’c the

Comprehensive Agreementon Socio-*

" Economic Reforms (Caser)wouldbe

. ,d1scussedbefore theyend the fourth
‘round of peace talks on Thursday.
The government and comrnunist ™

fuirthet discussed other terms.

“We welcome the openness of
. NDF to undertake a forging in this
round of talks of an agreement on
joint interim cease-fire that will
accompany our peace negotiations
throughout,” Bello pointed out. sy
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CoOn March 19, tHe Navys BRP
: .-:;Ajcamz (FF16) sailed to Mavulis Is
g 35 R Itbayat Batanes to conduct
5 gommander of ; the Norihem Luzon .vey and nava] cruise patrols I Pasu
' '-Gommand (Nolco_m_) ' extendmg gratx-'. : aya
' ) 'Casambalangan in' Santa Ana, C:
' Smcethen,frequentmant:mep

1g;

i o -Iand shelter-area for P;hpmo ﬁsherme :
 Tespitein poachmg," Col., Edgard Areva}o, " AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Eduardo Afio-
' AFP Public Affairs Office chief, said.’ - “noted that the positive ‘developments in -
" "Cayco dlsciosed that she ‘was bemg the islets of Batanies are borne: not nly of ©
ﬂ'._ﬂooded w1th posmve _feedbacks espe- " the military's" frequent ‘maritimi patrols___
ermen who are *inthe area but also ofthe a 3

tion and.coordination of the
ach 'Batanes and’ other stakehold :

- our waters {was glven] a'tespite after the S FERNAN MARASIGANE‘
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The Aauonat vaspaper

tag on NPA remains

BY VICTOR REYES

DEFENSE Sectetary Delfin
Lorenzana yesterday said the
defense and military establish-
ment will continue to refer to
the New People’s Army as 2
“communist-terrorist” orga-
nization until the group stops
its activities Hke kidnapping,
extortion and arson.

“They are indeed commu-
nist-terrotists. In fact, other
countries have (labeled) them
as communist-tertorists,”
Lorenzana said.

'The United States govern-
ment has included the NPA,

and its poiﬂ}cal wing Cotrtria-
nist Party of the Philippines,
in its list of foreign terrotist
organizations in 2002. Tt said
the NPA has “sctive urban
infrastructure to conduct ter-
rorism and uses city-based
assassination squads.”
Lotrenzana said the DND
and the AFP wil continue to
cail the NPA and its mem-
bers as comumunist-terrorists
“if they continge to commit
terroristic acts like burning,
kidnapping, extortion, which

are acmai_ly the work of ter-’

torists”’

“If the}' stop these, then we

will change that Maybc we
will call thern insurgents only
or NPA. But if they continue
doing 21l these things, we will
not stop, calling them rerror-
ists,” added Lorenzana,
Incidentally, government
and communist negotiators
have eatlier agreed to work for
the delisting of the CPP and
the NPA as a foreign terrorist
otganization as part of the
ongoing peace process,
Lotenzana said the NPA
should also stop these kind
of atrocides amid the ongo-

See COMMUNIST > Page B6

they will continue to butn and which they call revolationary tax

COMMUNIST extort? 1 think that’s aot right”  is a major fuad soutce.

ing peace talks. Negotiators from  said Lorenzana. “How can they be of help if
hoth sides are also craftingamore * Security officials are actually they continue to burn bulldozers,
permanent and binding bilateral o proposing halt of the the NPA%  burn buses, banana plantations? it
joint ceascfire. extortion activities in the joint  not helping us. s thaf helping us?

“Does this mean that while ceasefire. The group will notlikely It notso they should stop these,”
they are talking peace, ceasefire, 10 agree to this because extortion, the defense chief added. ]

%0
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' ag
whz]e the peace ‘talks are Being held.

[ No méchanisms on Fiow the trice
will be implemented have been :

rdfensed as of press time.

- J&:Earlier in the day, both sides
shirted drafting an agreement that

* Wtild pave the way for the rélease of

- miilitary and police persortmel captured

" Wifthe New People’s Army:{NPA).

- 12i This was one of the four condifions
Teesident Rodrigo. Duterte has set
Béfore the start of the talks, - -
i The other conditions inchnde the
Jinine of 2 hitateral ceasefire

- day said, adding it will march “in -
- ‘sﬁep Wlﬂ'l the discussion of the soclo-

- expressed their wﬂim;mess to release
‘the ‘capturéd military and police
personel from’ March 47 1o Apfit 6,

among them & policeman frofm -
Bukidnon ‘and threc soldiers from:-

Surigag del Norté and Suftan Kudarat,

~The release failed to push through .
dueto- continuous--offensive-

opergtions of the military.-.

Both parties are still dlscussmg
the suspension of military operation. -

- NDF.panel .senior adviser Luis
Jalandoni, for his part, assured that
the fourth round of talks s slready

4
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February followmg' the brutal illing

of 9 policemen by: alieged NPA'._

membars in Bukidnon province:::

The peace talks résumed after--
‘successful back chidnnel talks between

"the GRP peace panel and severa! i
'NDFP consultants in Utrecht.

. - ReturnioRP
- Meanwhile,

communist leader Jose Maria “Joma”

. ‘Sisan to return fo the Philippines. . .

" . The founder, of the Communist
Party who lives in Utrecht is recovering

s for him to come hack 'th Presxdent-
said, adding. he witl] guarantee the
- copynumist leader's sa;fety when Te.
arrives in the country, .* '

the Président-
yesterday reiterated his call for .

ady old and. iek fi's

“(Sison), I pronuise to nge hzm the
freedom of movement that he wants.

- T.am algo ordering not to arrest yeu
.. No arrest,” he stressed.

_ .. Mr. Duterte even promlbeﬁ t0 pay'
for Sison’s hospital bills if he asked.

- - 8ison, meanwhile, said he is
positive that both the GRP and the
ND¥F will forge agreements before
the vear ends. PRA
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Moro clans in Maguindanao clash due to land dispute

From the Philippine News Agency {Apr 5): Moro clans in Maguindanao clash due fo land dispute

Clashes erupted Tuesday afiernoon in remote villages here between two rival Muslim clans who are fighting over
control of vast track of agricultural lands, police said.

Sen:or Supi Agustm Tello, Magumdanao pohce prowncual d rech{ sa;d ih

Tello identified the warring leaders as Commander Malambeyg Guiad of the MILF and Gani Saligan of the BIFF,

which is considered by the military as a terrorisi group,

iht over territorial contre! in-remote ‘barangays of Gen. SK Pendatun, it has'been a recurring armed
gonflict.” Tello toid reporters. The two armed groups are contesting several hectares of corn and rice fields in

"They f

Barangay Midpandacan,

Saligan has been wanted for various crimes, including muitiple murder, extortion, robbery and iliegal drugs.

Government forces have been deploved to serve as peacekespers and ensure the safety of civilians, mostly

Maguindanaons,

The police also sought the heln of ceasefire monitors of the government and MILF neace panels to bring down
the tension to allow the return of displaced families who sought shelter at the fown center.

The local government of Gen. SK Pendatun provided the evacuees with food packs.
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Batanes Governor lauds Maritime Patrols

Lui Claudio o0 -

CANMP AGUINLDQ, Quezon City — The frequent maritime patrois by the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP} in the Batanes istands chain has already reaped success as fishermen recount
respite in poaching, Colonel Edgard Arevalo, AFP Public Affairs Chief disclosed Wednesday, April 5.

“Governor Marilou Cayco of The Province of Batanes extended the gratitude of the fisherfolks of
Batanes for the continuous maritime patrol being facilitated by the Philippine Air Force, Navy, and
Marines in the northernmast islands and sea territoty of the province,” Colonel Arevalo said.

Governor Cayco wrote a letter to Lieutenant General Romeo Tanalgo, Commander of Northern Luzon
Command (NOLCOM). She and her constituents expressed their gratefulness to the AFP for its

prompt response fo the needs of the province,

Govemor Cayco disclosed that she was being flooded with positive feedbacks especially from the
fishermen who are mostly benefiting from the maritime patrolling.

“The incessant problem of poaching in our waters took a respite after the patrol and according fo our
fisherfolks, they can now fish without being in persistent fear of encountering boats with foreign

markings.” Governor Cayco wrote.

‘Our scarce resource and means in protecting our own territory was obiiterated by the AFP’s genuine
concemn to our people by keeping our people safe and free from threats of foreign poachers,”

Governor Cayco continued.

In March 19, the Philippine Navy's BRP FE‘;!n/worz Alcaraz (FF16; sailed to Mavulis isiand, Ithayat,
Batanes to conduct a site survey at the Northernmost Island of the country. The FF16 conducted
naval cruise patrols to Pasuquin, llocos Norte, Dalupiri, Catayan and Casambalangan, Sta. Ana

Cagayan. Since then, frequent maritime patrolling were facilitated by the military.

The AFP through NOLCOM started its maritime awareness activities in Mavulis istand in April 20186.
This was done to support transforming the islets of Batanes into resting place and shelter area for

Filipinc fishermen.
“The positive developments in the isiets of Batanes are borne not only of our frequent maritime
patrols in the area but also of the active cooperation and coordination of the people of Batanes and

other stakeholders. Together we shali continue to reap further successes as we in the AFP perform
its mandate of protecting our people and our territory,” General Eduardo Afio, AFP Chief of Staff said.
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