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 Another: Makabayan - law- .-

-prov naysayers wrong
. “maket,: however, “cautioned - -

- garding the goodwill between
“President Dutérte’s “goverti: ) “Against celebratmg t00 son, _
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‘peacefulend to'the '48wye'ar Sold ¢ 'pecmﬂy as'no ceasefire’is yet in’
terim ceasefire said it looked for- - communist insurgency. -+ effect,” Kabataan Rep. Sarah Ela~
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. __ta tks for May 26-june 2.

Both sides agreed that the”

issue on territory and taxation,
one of the main issues that had
delayed the opening of the

"agree to the guidelines and
“ground rules; and will reinain .o
in place until a permanent _'
‘ceasefire deal is hammered out ! w
"‘tomark the end of hostilities,

‘ident had deiaved the op ning:

f the fourth round of talks. -
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Rody.: I was not
misinformed

By EDITH REGALADO
and CHRISTINA MENDEZ

DAVAQ CITY - The three De-
partment of the Interior and Local
Government undersecretaries who
had accused former DILG secretary
Ismael “Mike” Sueno of corruption
and other abuses are reportedly be-
ing investigated themselves.

“Ang akala ng tatlo, nakalusof na sila.
Iriimbestigahan din sila. Hindi naman sila
matinis (The three think they are cieared.
They are also being investigated. They
are not clean),” a reliable source told The
STAR yesterday.

President Duterte fired Sueno during .
a Cabinet meeting Moenday night amid Castriciones
aliegations of corruption and abuse of
authority,

The three undersecretaries — John
Castriciones for operations, Jesus Hinlo
for public safety and Emilie Padilla for
legislative Haison and special concerns
—wrote Duterte a confidential memoran-
dum providing details on the supposed
“sing” of Sueno. :

“We urgently pray to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, to please act with dispatch if you
so decide to remove Mike Sueno from

Turn to Page 10 Padilla

Hinlo

r
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by
“:sima, with the Unicredit Bank
" Austria AG for Phase 2 of the
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Saying that nobody in his

and'Development. Authority.
_and the Investment Coordina-
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Valdez supposedlv szgned '
 the order when former pregi-
dent Beénigiio Aqumo -
should have beén the signa-
tory. — With Mary Grace Padin
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21 NPA fighters in Cordillera surrender — Nolcom
From the Philippine Daily inguirer (Apr 6): 21 NPA fighters in Cordillera surrender — Nolcom

Ten members of the New People’s Army in lfugao province yielded to the Philippine Army on April 3,

bringing to 21 the number of communist rebels whe have surrendered since March the Armed Forces

“"Northern Luzon Command (Nolcom) reported on Thursday (Aprif 6},

Jacinto Hambon _who uses the alias Vendo, led nine other rebels in surrendering to the 54th Infantry
Battalion of the 5th Infantry Division in Barangay (village) Namal in Asipulo town, a report released by
Lt. Col. Isagani Nato, head of Nolcom public information office, stated,

The militia aroup operated under the fugao Nona del Rosario Command,

Six NPA members from Kalinga and five rebels from Abra have lald down their arms since March 31,

Nolcom said,

Nolcomn did not provide details as to the current strength of the NPA in the llocos, Cagayan Valley, Cordillera

and Central Luzon regions.
http://mewsinfo.inquirer.net/886978/21 -npa-fighters-in-cordiliera-surrender-nolcom

Posted by Retired Analyst at 4:43 AM
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10 NPA Rebels Surrender in Ifugao

oLk Gigudio

Camp Aquino, Tarlac City — Ten (10) members of the Milisyang Bayan (MB) of the New People’s

~Army-(NPA), -led -by-its- Cemmanding--Officer-{COQ), Jacinto. Hambon AKA VENDQ, veluntarity . ...

surrendered to the 54" Infantry Battalion, 5% Infantry Division, Philippine Army in Brgy. Namat,
Asipulo, Ifugao on Aprii 3, 2017.

The said Milisyang Bayan (MB) members were under the Nona Del Rosario Command (NDRC) of
the NPA operating in Asipulo, lfugao. The other surrenderees were identified as Tito Antonio AKA
TITO: Rudy Tindaan AKA RUDY; Kit-llan Kitano AKA KITS: Gabriel Bacdayen AKA TALAKA, Alfredo
Kindipan AKA ALFRED; Dennis Hindac AKA PALAYON: Victor Palangyew AKA VICTOR,; William
Natalec AKA WILLIAM: and Kidipan Humiwat AKA JUNIOR. They were accompanied by Asipulo
Vice-Mayor Tomas Puliupul, PC! Leo D Guay, the Chief of Police of Asipulo Municipal Police Station,
and Namal Brgy Chairman Grace Tayaban. After proper documentation, the rebel returnees signed
and pledged an oath of allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines and denounce the unacceptabie

principles and practices of the CPP/NPA.

A total of 21 NPA surrenderees were now recorded in NOLCOM area just in a span of four (4) days
from March 31 to April 3, wherein six (6) of them were from Kalinga, five (5) from Abra and ten (10} in
lfugao. Disintegration among the ranks of the Milisyang Bayan (MB) wouid mean a reduction in

strength in the NPA armed struggle.

With these positive developments, NOLCOM Commander, LTGEN ROMEO T TANALGO manifested
his gratitude for the support provided to the NOLCOM ftroopers by the LGUs, the PNP and the
community by large. The coliaborative efforts made by all stakeholders would finally iead the nation to

a state of lasting peace and sustainable development.

www.cdwdd.com
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‘Rebels' kill gov't asset
From the Visayan Daily Star (Apr 8): ‘Rebels’ kill gov't asset

Amid proposals for local peace talks between the New People's Army and the government, suspected
insurgents allegedly shot dead a supposed “mtethqence” asset in Baranqav Ta!a!ak Sta Cata!ma

‘Negros Oriental yesterday- morning.

The victim was identified as Junney Cabugnason, about 40 vears old, married and a resident of the

place, the police said.

An initial police report said that Barangay Talalak chairperson Edmat Bigay recounted that at around 6 a.m.
yesterday, while he was at the vicinity of the Avocado Elementary School in the barangay, he heard two gun

shots and afterwards saw two persons fire several more shots into the air.

Bigay told police investigators that the unidentified men uttered in the vernacular that they were NPA
members and once they were already outside the vicinity of the school. they shouted again in the

dialect that they will be returning for more targets.

Cabugnason sustained one gunshot wound to his throat and another to the back of his head that caused his
instantaneous death, the police report said.

Cabugnason was the janitor of the school and when the incident happened, he was collecting the
items/materials that were used during the school's graduation exercises held Tuesday.

The suspects fled, leaving behind a note although the police report did nof mention its contents,

Recovered from the crime scene were one empty shell of .45 caliber pistol and the note, the police report
added.

Meanwhile. Lt. Col. Roderick Garcia, commander of the 78th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army
based in Negros Oriental, said he still has fo get additional information regarding the incident.

He said he learned the victim was killed for allegedly being a govemmehi asset/informant,
He lamented that, if it was the NPA that was responsible for the killing, it is “a pity” that civitians are being
targeted.

Garcia had previcusly said that the NPA problem is now mostly concentrated in northern Negros
although just a few of the insurgents are mobile and regutarly visit the southern part of the province,

Negros Oriental was earlier declared a “conflict-manageable and development-ready” province by
government authorities, with efforts now geared towards providing fivelihood and development to formerly

insurgency-affected areas, 1o uplift the lives of residents.

hitp://www visayandailystar.com/2C17/April/06/negor1.him
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Duterte dons full army uniform for common-law
wife

The Commander-in-Chief tries out the uniform given io him by the Philippine Army during their

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. President Rodrigo Duterte poses in full army uniform with commen-
law wife Honeylet Avancefia. Photo from Honeylel Avancena's Facebook aecount

For his common-law wife Honeylet Avancefia, President Rodrigo Duterte showed up ready for
battle as he tried on the Philippine Army uniform given to him as a token.

Avancefia's profile photo on Facebook shows her pesing with Duterte who is in full battle dress
attire, with the top of his camouflage uniform bearing his name and the titte, Commander-in-

Chief.

They appear to be in Bahay Pangarap, the President's residence when he is in Manila. The
photo was likely taken after his official events on Tuesday, Apri 4.

it was only that afterncan when the uniform was given to him in & box by Philippine Army chief
Lieutenant General Glorioso Miranda during the 120th founding anniversary of the Philippine
Army where Duterte was the guest of honor.

Miranda also handed him a canteen cup. Both the uniform and cup are meant to be symbols of
gratitude and appreciation from the army o the Chief Executive, who is Commander-in-Chief of

the Armed Forces of the Philippines.




In the photo with Avancefia, Duterte has aiready made the uniform his own: like in the case of
his barong and checkered tops, its sleeves have been rolied up.

Last December, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana also surprised reporters when he wore the
new army uniform during Duterte's visit to Butig town in Lanao del Sur. — Rappler.com

www.rappler.com
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'Lt Gen. rLeonardo buerrefo,.
: ‘commander of the AFP's Eastern:
Mmdanao Commiand fot his patt .
“said:*We only conduct focused”

'fmhtary operations if there is a -
. need for us fo “addiess atrocities

or armed violent attacks being

perpetrated by the NPA agamst g

“our troops. and ¢ivilians.”.

- He also poted that the com-
munist ‘rebels released two of
{ their hostages in Davao Oriental -

“meet, dxscuss, fonnulate, and ﬁuai{ :
ize the guidelines and the ground -

rules of the ceaseﬁra

““The'‘inferim }omt Ceasefire wﬂ] _
* - beeffective until a permanent
. ceasefire deal is agreed upon as
“part of the final peace agreement‘

. ‘between the two sides. * ;
FERNAN MARAS]GAN AND

: ___C_ATHER!NES .VALENTE
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MILITARY

form of goodwill ... They can just
i over these captives to third-
party facilitators and NGQs,” said
Brig. Gen. Restimto Padilla, AFP
spokesman.

Padiila issued the statement as
President Duterte said he would
no longer have problems with the
NPA after the government and
communist negotiators signed an
interim joint ceasefire agreement.

“There will be a cessation of
hostilities again,” he said. add-
ing government peace negotiator
Silvestre Béllo IIT on Wednesday
night updated him on the progress
of peace talks in the Nethetlands.

Peace Adviser Jesus Dureza
said the interim joint ceasefire
agtreement is not yet affective, a3
guidetines, rules and mechanisms
are still being discussed and will
be fnalized in May when peace
talks resume,

The President said he stood firm
in his four conditions to ensure the
continuity of the peace negotiations.
These are the signing of a bilat-
eral ceasefire agreement, stop to the

The Nallenai Nowsppcr

NPAs collection of “revolutionary
tax” and the conduct of extortdon,
extraction, arson and other illegal
activities; end to any claim over ba-
rangay oz any other land; and release
of all the NPA's prisoners.

Padilla said a suspension of
offensive military operations
(SOMO) o suspension of of-
fensive police operations 8OPO)
is not needed if the communists
really want to release their captives.

The NDFP, in a statement
Wednesday, called for the decla-
ration of a 10-day SOMO and
SOPO in parts of Bukidnon,
Agusan del Norte, and Surigao
del Notte to pave the way for the
release of Pfc. Edwin Salan, who
was abducted in Surigac del Norte
on January 29; Sgt. Solaiman
Calucop and Pfe Samuel (Garay,
both captured in Sultan Kudarar
on February 2; and PO2 Jerome
Nztividad, who was kidnapped in
Bukidnon on February 9.

“This {demand) is untenable.
This is something that we should
not observe, so we do not agree
to it said Padilla, adding that the
military cannot suspend operations

Page: B

because it has a mandate to protect
the peaple. -

Maj. Gen. Benjamin Madrigal,
commander of the 4th Infaniry
Division, said the declaration of
2 SOMO is a “prerogative of the
President.”

“Iq the absence of such declata-
tion, we continue performing our
mandate of protecting commufi-
ties againist terrotistic attacks by the
NPAs such 25 burning of equipment
and extortion activities,” be said.

“As it happened in Davao, they
weze able to release their hostages
there without any SOMO/SOPO.
They can simply Jeave them to lo-
cal officials without any fanfare,”
Madrigal also said. .

Madrigal was referring to militia-
men Rene Doller and Carl Mark
Nucos who were released by NPA
rebels last March 24 in Mad City,
Davao Oriental after more than a
month in captivity. ‘

Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief
of the AFP public affairs office,
said offensive military operatons
against the NPA will have to con-
tinue while the ceasefire has not
been declared.
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Ridge, because it is part of our:

ides Pagasa Island

QOFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF i Phll;ppmes occupxes LiKas Ts- ontinental - shelf " he’ said"

Jand (West York Island) Parola’ WiTH nzpoms Fnom m:p “AND*
Esland (Northeast Cay), Tawak REU'TERS mQ
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" in favor of the Philipps §
invalidated: China’s expanswe
: claun _hma :
' recagmze the'riding! e
-/ Duterte had said he was "
ready to temporar;lv set aside
“the arb1tra1 'ulmg and_fecus

="
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mg' battalion
that deyelop-

N ¢ OWEVET, &E

- his tuneafterbeing briefed by

*‘the defénse and foreignaffairs | -

departmentson the country 3

- rlghts over Benham: > 0

- *."The Philippine Coast Guard :

hasstarted patrofling Benham -
- Rise after three' Chinese survey

- ships were spotted in the area
from July to December last

yeat. Duterte said earlier it was
enough that Beijing had given
assurance that it recognizes

. the Philippines’ rlg"hts over

Benham Rise.

The .;sland has an'elementary '

: schoel -a-police station, coast
-guard station; health center and -
‘armnuricipalbuilding However,

the island’s Rancudo Au‘ﬁeld
remains unpaved :

The island also now has a
cell site, a desalination plantas
well as generator plant, on top'

- of a solar power facﬂltv

. — With Cecille Suerte Fe-
lipe, Jaime Laude, Evelyn

] Macalran
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- He'said he'was Justbemg
patient W1th _the Kadamay

POOrEING

“part’ of the Duterte adminis.
oo tration, mciudmg Exeuutwe' _
.Secretary ‘Salvador - Medi-

“aldea“and Labor: Secretdry
. Silvestre ‘Bello 1L, who hap-

-pens to be chair of the gov-
“erninent peace ‘panel in
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dec1s10n on housmg

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHII
/

The Armed Fbrces of the
- Philippines (AFP) said yester-
i ;day that 1ts men__:and women

- intended for them to members of
o the inforthal settlers' group Kad
‘dmay (Kalipunan ng Damayang,
Mahihirap) who had illegally
occupied the-housing project in-:

Eandl Bulacan recently

. Speaking on the issue for th.e"
first time, Brig. Gen. Restituto -

Padilla, AFP spokesmar, told me-
dia at the Camp Aguinaldo press
hriefing that the military organiza-
tion aceepts and understands the
decision made by Duterte.

. It will be recalled that about
24,000 Kadamay members had
occupied arcund 5,700 vacant
units at six housing project sites
in Pandi since March 8. They

have put up barricades in front -
“of the housing units to hold off

authorities who would attempt to
eviet them from the government
housing project. .

- Padilla said the President
reached the decision to give up
the military’s claim to the hous-
ing units with the plight of the
poor in mind,

“The position of the Armed
Forees is that we don't see any
problem with that (decision),”
Padilla said. “The move made
by the President was meant
to prevent trouble from hap-
pening there. Besides, he al-
ready made an armouncentment
that those who will be affected,
the awardees who have units
there will be replaced with new
units,”

Padilla alse said the houses
taken by the Kadamay members
are ultimately not a loss to sol-
diers because new houses will
be given to them.

. He said that based on in-
formation given to them, the
Bulacan Villa Lois has 675 units

allocated to AFP and Philippine%

“takeover by Kadamay

National Police {PNP) person—
: 'nei

mant housing projeets...
. Gloria “Ka Bea” Areilano

' admxtted that there is no gnar-:

antee that they would no longer
occupy idle government housing
units similarto what they did in
Pandi, Bulacan citing that what
the poor needs are dwellings
where they can live in.

=Some 4,000 Kadamay mem-

' bers toak over the vacant hous-
ing-units in the resettlement .

sites in Pandi, Bulacan, includ-
ing those intended for policemen
and soldiers,

Kadamay members ingisted
their right to live in the housing
as they maintained that they
have been unoccupied for five
years so the government shoulq

just give them away for free,

Areliano hailed the Presi-

dent’s move but went further

by saying that the government
shouid just distribute the houses
to Kadamay members for free

since they are too poor to pay .

for the monthly dues for the
housing units,

Since the dues might reach
up 10 P420,000 in one year, Arel-

‘lano explained that the poor

cannot afford to pay the amount
in what she described as govern-
ment business making it neces-
sary for the indigent Filipinos
living on the streets, waterways
and under the bridges to be pro-
vided with free housing units.
She also demanded that
the National Housing Authority
(NHA) to improve the implemen-
tation of its resettlement projects
that would fruly benefit legitimate
poor members of the society.

Even after the Pres ent;:_'
' Iegahzed their stay at the hots- -
ing units'they forcibly occupied
~.in Bulacan, Kadamay said it will .
eontinue to occupy idie gcvern—

8555 Local: 5285, 5295
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risa, ' which a manpower com-

- pany of dublous backgraund'
" helped him' obtam accordmg.
8 to Morente’ e
Llcas noted ‘that AI Dhaﬁrr E
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f'agency 08 Soiuuons
to‘l? o

£
missioner Jake Ligas: added they

would work on the caricellation™

L _’_B_o of them will be proper-
Iy received by the securzty forces -
of those countries,” he said.

+The Kifwaiti-embassy in Manila:,
could riotbe contacted for comment.

In the meantime; they have:
‘been detained at'the National
Bureau of Invesﬁgaﬂon s facxht} &
in Manila since March 26, a day
after their arrest. —~ With Rey
Galupo, AFL, Reuters
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' FSU) upon the request of the Kuwaiti -
“ government through a Note Verbale”
: They ve bpen the country for three .
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AFP still getting details on Duterte's planned visit to Pagasa

dstand .
From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 8): AFP still getting details on Duterte's planned visit to Pagasa

Istand

As President Rodrigo Duterte announced his intentions to visit Pagasa Island. the largest of the
Philippine-held feature in the Kalavaan Island Group, this coming June 12 the military on Thursday

said it is sfill getting details on the purported visit.

“Thisis a matter | need to consult with our sepiors.” AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla
when asked whether it is advisable for the Chief Executive to visit the island.

Aside from his visit which will fall on the country's 119th Independence Day anniversary, Duterte also
ordered the military to occupy and secure all Philippine-held features in the Kalayaan Island Group and

set up facilities that will ease the difficulties being experienced by troops manning these islands.

"I was not able tc hear what his (President Duterte's) announcerment was this afternoon but he has made
previous declaration that he supporis whatever we are doing in our area and he is after the welfare of our
soidiers in our occupied islets, so he is also on the same plane as our military and defense personnei to

provide for the better living conditions of our personnel,” Padilla said.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said the facilities Duterte wanted {o set-up for the soldiers included
barracks for the men, water desalination plants, and sewage disposal systems, power generators(conventional

and renawable), light houses, and shelters for fishermen.

The AFP spokesperson said Duterte was entitied to visit Pagasa island. both as a Filipino citizen and

his status as Commander-in-Chief,

But the President's visit to Pagasa Island is also dependent on what kind of threats the visit might

faced.

"There's always the presence of a threat, that's why we said either it is a low level threat, a high level threat will
alt depend {on that),” Padilla stressed.

Out of the seven island and three reefs being controiled by the Philippines. Pagasa is the largest

measuring 37.2 hectares.

Other Philippine possessions in the Spratlys include Likas Isiand which measures 18.6 hectares;
Parolo Island. 12.7 hectares; Lawak Island 7.93 hectares: Kota Island, 6. 45 hectares: Patag Island.

0.57; Panata Island, 0.44 hectares; Rizal, Balagtas and Avungin Reefs.

hitp//www.pna.gov.phfindex. php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1 &rid=578280
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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. Shoot yourse

If rather than surrender,

Rody tells soldiers

Use the last bullet on yourself and
die as a patriot.

This was President Duterte’s advice
to the troops of the Western Command
in Paerte Princesa, Palawan when he
met them yesterday.

“Do not surrender to the enemy.

As much as this could be a dreadful
task to you, do not give the enemy
the opportunity to mistreat you, They
will only use you as target practice,
vou will be treated like a pig only to
be executed,” he said.

Duterte made the statement as he

Duterte told them to just kill them-
selves with the pistols rather than be
subjected to torture and humiliation
by the enemy.

He advised the troops to reserve the

last round “for emergency use.”
Turn to Page 8

gave 30,000 Glock pistols to the troops.
He said they could use these side
arms to defend themselves in areas
controlled by the communist New
People’s Army (NPA).
Speaking before the troops during
his visit to the Western Command,
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through. This ¢
a comprehensive ceasefire _ >
agreement which will pave and stop claiming some areas
the way for a just and lasting "
peace in our country,” Pa- . _
oo “Thirdisthat] want a guar-

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P

mintuan said::
Pamintuan,:

among the signatories to the.

governmenit panel, explained:
the ceasefire guidelines and
ground rules would be for-
mulated by the government
and the National Democratic
Front (NDF) in a Joint Cease-
fire Committee to oversee
the temporary cessation of
hostilities. ,

The NDF is the umbreila
organization representing the
Communist Party of the Phil-

a}orbreak» .- Duterte sa

ould lead to”

who was. v
: 15 that they must release all
agreement as adviser of the’ - soldiess and policemen in cap-
; ént ~tivity, including some civilians

 evenin-between formal talks,
 todiscuss, formul

collecting revolutionary taxes

in the country under their
control and influernice.

ntee in.writing and’ fourth

and barangay leaders. If thére

-are-none of these, then I 'do

not want the talks to proceed,”
Duterte said. = :
“If they are met, then we

“will talk again,” he added.

-~JHe also extended his offor
anew to CPP founding chair-
man Jose Maria Sison to come
home. - Christina Mendez,
Jaime Laude, Ding Cervantes

30

| id ‘he wanted
the communist rebels ‘to stop

-95585 Local: 5285, 5295
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during a wisit at their headouarters al Camp General Artemio G. Ricarte in Puerte Princesa, Palawan.

ern Commar:
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Bosodle fight.. mesidan: Cuterte shares a meal with troopers of the




