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_" SHARIFF AGUAK, Maguindanao: The daugh-
+ ter of the Army’s 524th Engineering

Battalion personnel who was kiiled

- by a Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom

. Fighters (Bl

FF) gunman in Mama-

. sapano was escorted by a foster dad
. from the Army as she marched on her
* graduation day on Friday.

Hafra Macadatar, 13, was escorted to

* her graduation ceremony at Palumbe
. Elementary School at Lambayong,
. Sultan Kudarat by Lt. Col. Harold
. Cabuncc, commanding officer of the
~ 33rd Infantry Battalion.

Her father, Cpl. Tamano Macada-

: tar, was killed by a BIFF member in
. Barangay Tukanalipao last Tuesday
. while he and several others were
. constricting a peace and learning
¢ facility for the residents.

|

Lt. Col. Maynard Camarao, battal-

| ion commander of Macadatar, joined
. Cabunoc at Hafra's graduation. Both

Camarao and Cabunoc have adopted
the slain Army man's children.

“It's an honot to stand as father of
Hafra on the occasion his fathey, the
late Tammy Macadatar, had suppos-
edly prepared for and had W1shed to
attend,” Cabunoc said.

Hafra’s mothet, Jean, an,llocana, isin
Kuwait working and could not attend
the graduation of her daughter.

Macadatar, a skilled construction
worker, was a member of the Moro
National Liberation Front who was
integrated into the Army as part of
the MNLF's peace agreement with
the government.

His unit was tapped by a non-
government organization to help
put up 2 iearning center in Baran-
gay Tukanalipao.

He was killed in the project site by
a BIFF bandit using a caliber .30 M1
Garand rifle. The suspect and his eight

cohorts, armed with assault rifies,
escaped before responding policemen
could reach the crime scene,

More than 7,000 MNLF guerillas
were absorbed by the Armed Forces and
the Philippine National Police after the
group forged a final peace pact with
Matacaniang on September 2, 1996,

The treacherous murder of the un-
armed Macadatar angered barangay
(village) leaders and local officials
of Mamasapano.

His supericts provided his immedi-
ate relatives with cash assistance and
facilitated his burial immediately afier
he was killed in keeping with Islamic
tradition of burying the dead within 24
houss from the time of death,

Cabunoc said Macadatar's children
are also entitled to an AFP scholarship
program for military dependents killed
in the line of duty.

JULMUNIR I, JANNARAL

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-8555 |ocal: 5285, 5285

i

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision By 2028 a world-class Army thal is & source of national pride

} OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel ne, {02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 }

05{ April 2017

visited them at a_hmpﬁal ne

‘side-Camp General Teodtﬂfo' i o
‘mand ch Mayj. Gen. C,arhto .
‘Bautista'on Thursday. = o Galvez Jr was promoted:

-~ The soldiers also.receiv ed_ t6 lishténant general while'
cash asswfance, gum and mo- e

‘bile phones. :; .
“T am zmpres:;ed V- your.'.

: p’erformance“he j
: uppy ako;? thePre

Suiu, and Jose Fausﬁmo i}
re promoted to brl 82 ie

- -fCOi Wil ppmeef*chmf Gen Edu-
dﬁ\'afcmﬁnﬂﬂd@' “ardo Afic led: the donning
- fantry Battalion, 'ie_d the - of ranks ceremony at Camp.
who were given m ] s Teodilfo Bauhsta alsr& on’*“

. The soldiers encountered_f'. Thursday. -
d*‘(}und a hundred bandits = - —With Chnstma Men&ez
inBarangay UpperiLaus in Edith Regalado
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j _ﬁ__.'Eugeﬁe Paga‘{ are currently m stable cencimon after undergomg med:cal procedures ,
- The armed engagement enisued in ‘the middleof the intensified: conduct of military - |
o cperatmns latinched by- the Joint Task Force Sulu, in the hope of rescumg the Vie i
amese kidnap victims and fo neutyalize the bandits.
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ere. Haping- happy ako

Duterte said:befora & gathenng effhe =
S atthe military. camp. -

h President commended the
ravery of the injured soldiers as he :
warded  them Wounded: Personne#'.'

3_of the thhppmes—Westem Mlndanae.
-Command, ‘said: the awardees wer : .
.Lleutenant Colonel: Willian: George” “Lahat-.ng maztulong: ko'sa‘inyo, "
- Cordova, <the: battalior: commarider ibibigay’ko. Yung housing g qnagaw’
st Laeutenant Joe: Ma "Landlcho,' j-ng mia: maharap lang rin; hayaan; na:
: Serg ; nlnyo ‘yan -Gawaan‘ko kayn ng bago at:’

: poraiJonathan Mukay; fi:crporai Marlel .« Pistol (0 boost their safety whenever -
Reboreds, : orporal’ Ruben: Olaso, = 'they leave the' mfhtary camp, accord~
Private First Class Jomar Avero, Piivate - -mg to the President. -

First Class Randy Culhi, Prwate First He also promised to" pursue ‘the .

:Class Iohn Joseph DJaz Private” F:rst “peace’ initiatives ‘with the ‘Muslim _
Class James Layugan:™ 72 . separatists groups as’ weii ‘as the

“ Private First Class Danial: Paclay, commumsts

-Private First Class Rebushigein Babo - He'saidthe govemment has started
Stock, Private First Class Ronald. Ts- ..taiks ‘with Nur Misuari,. leader of
bliago, Private First Class Jun Terrenal,  :the Moro Nationat Liberation Front,
Private First-Class Kristian: Ayangao - -as:well leaders of the :Moro Islamxc
Private First-Class Jomar Yap, Private Liberation Front, to advance peace in
First Class Jomer Dalayday, Private the South;

First Class Yasher Bayongan, Private . “Nur Mlsuaﬂ is taikfng to me sab; :

First Class Emerson Awingan, Private .mya konting panahon lang kast ina-
Royman Talaria, Private Julius Anch- ~ assemble niya ;yung mga tauhan niya
eta, Private Michael Xedric Adriatico, dito,” he szid, (Genalyn D. Kabiimg
Prfvate Judie Domingo,. and -Private and Francis 1. Wakeﬁeid)
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;:.wounded i recént ciashes wzth_ _
- the:Abu Sayyaf. The province -
- is known'to be a strp_nghpk_l_ of

: .sa1d'hxs admzmstratxon Wwas i
talks with Nur, M1suar1, deader-
~of the:Moro: National Libera-
‘tion Front as well as leaders of .
._-the Moro Islamm. L:beratmn'

“Nur Misuari ‘is ‘tatking to

“me,. .pleading * for more time
‘whilé he assembles his mem-
: bers, We should no lofiger have'

~a problem except terrorism and
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By Raul M'.(_F_rancié

nxia Standard S
- From~a low of ‘P89 -bsllmn,_

o will be upon thie.'apﬁrd{faf"bf the J

guidelines and ground, rules that *

:\‘

-Of the fourthround of talks.”
. “"The one’ mllhon hectares
of the 4th roundiof formal taIks * oonstitu
between the panels of the gov-. ‘lan

s ernment and the National Dem- -ti

up
“tion of land for free as the basic

' form This is the main message
2of the bilateral meeting of the
_ RWCS~SER and an achievement

na Jomt ‘statement, the WO 1
“said: “The reciprocal -
Ahg:committees ‘on social -
-an@ economic reforms firmed = U
"1 eir agreethent on distribu- ~buti

séinciple - of - genume land- e~

*- ocrauc Fron% in"this coié North iat Tef

¥
though there will be additional -

hugeagricultural properties that

may be subjected to expropria-
tion,” a ranking member of the
reciprocal committee told Ma-

" free is among the ¢omponents.o
. the GRP and NDF drafts under’
CASER’S agrarzan reform - and'

the government ‘hagestimsg

.éent read :
The d:stmbutmn of Iand for

“The other components arg-cov

age, compensation 16 landown- -
.pog,qd Fe_deral ‘Republic of the-

-confiscation, lenseflease
nd plantations, imple

€18,

;.CASER is mational industriali-

ment for which separate bilat-
eral teams were also convened

+to harmonize contentious provi-
" sions from the GRP-and NDF

draft agreenents.

-On'the ‘second day of the fors

" mal talks on Tuesday, the pan-
els agreed to an inferim joint
ceasefire the effectivity of which

zation: and economic develop-:

government' authonty and taxa~'

tion shall be’ discussed and ré-

olved“in forging the Compre-
hensive Agreement .on Political -

“and - -Constitutional . Reforms

within the framework of the pro-

” the: agreement said.

“shall -be-effective until a° per-’

‘manent ceasefire -agreement ‘is

forged as part of the Comprehen-
sive Agreement on End of Hos-
tilities and Disposition of Forces
ffinal peace agreement].”

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, the two panels also agreed
on the agenda of the Sth round of
formal tatks on May 22 to June

2, also here hosted by the Royal

Norwegian Government.

Sy eis stressed thatthein-. .
tenm Jomt ceasefire agreement
Another ‘major promsmn of '
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H?Govt Reds
hail step
,:__-forwa rd

_: n .

: govemment and ﬁne ’Go
Party ‘of the Philippines (€
closed a-fourth round of talks in
the Netherlands on Thursday with
‘both pames‘agreemg to declare a

" ceasefire;. dzstnbute free iand and

.. release prisonets. . e

- Inajoint statement, the Govem

ment of the Republic of the Phil-

-~ ippines (GRP) as well as the CPP,

_the New ?eoples Amy (NPA) and
‘the National Democratic Front
(NDE) agreed that a "sighificant
step forward” was achieved when
they s:gned the %greemem OR an
Interim Joint Ceasefire-on Apnl

 that could eventuaily Iead to an
end to hostilities. -

TS I the Farthest pmm that o .' ,
smgle government authontv' .

shali be discussed and resolved .

‘we have already achieved in our
negotiations with the CPP-NPA-
NDE". Presidential Peace Adviser
Jesus Dureza said.

The two parties explained that
they have directed their respective

.ceasefire committees “to discuss,

. »TalksA2

formulaté ='ai'*?ii:'f":‘:“f''fn'af1z'e the _
_guidelines and ground rules:;
for the 1mp1ementation of the.

Tocal commumnes, the creation
of buffer zonés, the prohibition ™
of hostile and provocative-acts;
and ceasefire- monitoring and. .

verification mechanisms.” . -
The government and the NDF

agreed that the interim joint.-

ceasefire would take effect only
“upon the approval and signing of

these grotnd rulés, " Frwiltalso be -
effective untila permanent cease:
 fire agreement is-forged as part . -
of the propcsed Comprehensive
_ Agreement on End of Hostilities -

and Disposition of Forces. - ...
And 1o comply with Pxesxdent

as part of the: Comprehenswe

Agreement on Political and Con- i
stitutional ‘Reforms, within the

framework of the proposed Fed-
eral Republic of the Philippines.”

The NDF also agreed to “effect.
the immediate, safe.and expedi- -

tious release of Armed Forces of
the Philippines and Philippine

National Police elements held

captive by the New People’s Army

Rodngo Dutertes condzﬂons for
fa :

m Eastem Mmdanao

Page: Mﬂ_

S;son said that as'hé read and ?
.studzed the drafts of the proposed

. ....The two parties annonnced thai
the captives held in Soccsksargen

n would be released before

e, April 16, and thoe held in -
' Bufqdnon and Caraga after that. ..
Although both sides agreed on
.interim joint ceasefite, Dureza...

Easter,

larified that the two-parties still
ed fo. come up thh mzzt__

be-operationalized and imple-
mented as soon as the guidelines,

rules and mechanisms are mutu-
aﬂy agreed upon by both. sides,”
"Dureza said ina Facebook post. =
- The next rounci of talks was tenta~
_twely set on May 27 to June 1, also“'
.m the Netherlands i

-CPP wants

socmeconom;c deal
signed ahead

Aside from. agreemg.to declare’

CPP founding chairman Jose Ma.

~Sison, who is also the NDF chief

political consultant, emphasized

that Caser must be signed before,
'ormmuhaneouslymrh themtenm :
“joint ceasefire, 7 '

-pnnmple, Caser should: be a szep
f.th

el panels and then by the pnnmpais
After three days of 16t-50- easy -
_exchanges and difficult meetings, -
“ the' GRP and NDFP panels a few -
“hours -ago signeéd-a document.
where the two sides:agreed to a
" joint interim ceasefire agreement
“that is NOT YET effective but will _

ceasefire, both parties achievernents
in thie fourth tound of talks included
" firming up agreements on the free
distribution of land, which is one
of the provisions of the proposed
+ ‘Compreherisive Agreement on So-
. -clal and Economic Reforms (Caser).

agreements from the GRP &nd
NDF and ‘their comparative ma-
mces, he found common pomts

- of. agreement

"However, that as a matfer of _

he added.
- The panels also pian to work o

-_'commg up-with amendments to
+ the-existing agrarian Teform law to *

reflect the agreements. = _
NDF peace panel chairman Fidel -

.-Agcaoiii echoed Sison’s staternent -
- and reiterated “the wisdom of secur--
Jng the approval of the Caser ahead '

of any single joint ceasefire agree- .
rnent, unlessboth agreements could_ -

In their joint: statement‘-.-'both_
parties also said that they- Temain .

. - committed to exploring all options -
[ forﬂlereleaseofpolmcai prisoners. .

Ehsabeth S!attum : _
gian facilitator, said"peace ne-*

_gotiations were the anly way to,

'01

___‘_'e conﬂlct between the..

communists through dlalogue
and political processes.” -

The fourth round of talks came
after a five-week impasse that
followed violent clashes between
the military and the NPA, which
prompted President Duterte to
scrap the talks. .

Duterte was later perstraded to re-
open the talks but he set conditions,
including the adoption of a more

stable joint ceasefire arrangement. -
“CATHERINE S, VALENTE
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" Abella sald; referring to Pagasa - .governmentwouldlﬂcelyback away _
'mumclpahty, the country’s political . - from the Premdent’s exploswe. : _Iands or rocks that we may ocm:py. :
sub(imswn fnr the Spratly Islands Gmgmal proposal. S but’ we need to ‘puk up “struckures -
: o But Armed Foz‘ces c'hlef-ofstaff_- ' ER
Gen Eduardo Afie, however;
' stressed that is prepared to carry.
- out the President’s order to occupy_-'_
_ Philippine-owned features in the;.f_
* . Spratlys Island chain:
“_That’s an order from the_"j

31E11istraf§ive of his admmxstratmn s'f-' Presidest and I intend to carry that

“push for an’ m&epeadent forezgn "ottt Those features (m the Spratlys .

policy. - . : . Island chain) are ours as-per
Arbitrs.tlon Ruling, so we don’t see”-
Cany probiem,” he ‘g4id befor‘e this

f'_fw,as clarified by the Pala,c;e‘ A
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face of Chinete assertiveriess;
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e “ ‘Magdalg” partylist Rep: Garvf'.-_:
~ Algjeinio, for his part;again eraticized
“the Prasident for his alleged pu efenge

in-ordering the military 10 dccupy
Philippines is:a -signatory.and is

- faithfally corplying with its provisions
“even if China is mt

 islands in the West P}ulzppme Sea.:

- “The"campaigh period_ i3 over :
Campaign time has been over for a -

et '_fclmmant countries happened in -
e 18

rﬂc; the \flagda]o lawmakersald _

S and's'm ,snuth China Sea to"occaﬁg '
anless the' country grabs istands
Trom ¥1ﬂtnam and ‘China and run_-_

"He ‘noted ‘if ever there” ‘are stiII"

'unmlwmted islands to- occupy, new

*occupationis g violation of the emstang '
* Daclaration vi the Conductof Parties

in-South: China Sea in which thg:

AFP and PNA
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.. -reatﬁrmmg thie Philippines’

- maritime enhtlempntq and’
: mvahdatmg China's exces-
sive nine- :dash line’ claim,:
% Actually, allithe seven
_.'-_miands and two shoals are
_already occupied:by our

o troops,” Ao added,”

' }approach
7 But military afﬁmais sa1d.-
_'zhey did not think the-order’
. ;.:requﬂed the mﬂztary 0 oc-f:
Cupy ‘new ‘outcrops. ©
. "The context with: w}uc}x---
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PH to upgrade facilities, not occupy new areas in South China Sea - military
By: Manuel Mogato, Reuters

MANILA, Philippines -- The Philippines will upgrade existing facilities on its inhabited islands and reefs in the South
China Sea and not occupy new territories, adhering to a 2002 informal code in the disputed waters, defense and

military officials said on Friday.-

A statement from President Rodrigo Duterte's office on Thursday said he had ordered troopé to oct:upy uninhabited
islands and shoals that the Philippines claims in the disputed waterway, asserting sovereignty in an apparent

change of tack likely fo anger China.

The firebrand leader, who on the campaign trail joked that he would jet-ski to a Chinese manmade island in the
South China Sea to reinforce Manila's claim, also said he may visit Philippine-controlled Pagasa Istand {o raise the

national flag.
But defense and military officials subsequently clarified Duterte’s comments.

"The President's order was very crystai clear. Occupy only the existing areas that we claim,” a navy commander,
privy to development plans in the South China Sea, told Reuters on Friday.

"The Philippines is not allowed to do that, occupy new territories in the Spratly, based on the 2002 agreement,” said
the navy official,

China claims almost the entire South China Sea, where about $5 trillion worth of seaborne goods pass every year.
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Taiwan also have claims.

Duterte’s comments were made after he was briefed by defense and military brass about South China Sea
developments in Palawan, according fo his communications office.

"“What he really meant was the already-occupied areas,” military spokesman Brigadier General Restituto Padilla told
reporters on Thursday.

. Defense Secretary Deélfin Lorenzana said there weré plans to only repair and upgrade facilities in the Spratlys.

"The president wants facilities built such as barracks for the men, water and sewage disposal systems, power
generators, light houses, and shelters for fishermen,” Lorenzana said.

Another general, who also declined fo be named, said there were development plans in the South China Sea in
2012, which included buiiding a secured port on Pagasa (Thitu) Island and helicopter pads in three smaller islands

where froops are deployed.

But the pian, which aiso called for an increase in troop deployment in the occupied islands, was stopped after the
Philippines in 2013 filed an arbitration case against China in The Hague.

The Philippines occupies nine "features”, or islands and reefs, in the South China Sea, including a World War [l
vintage transport ship which ran aground on Second Thomas Shoal in the late 1990s.

The US State Department declined comment on Duterte's remarks, but has in the past urged rival South China Sea
claimants 1o lower tensions and resolve differences in accordance with international law.
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NDFP, GRP firm up agreement on free land distribution at end of ‘difficult’ 4th round
By: InterAksyon.com

MANILA, Philippines - Government and communist rebel negotiators ended what they acknowledged as a “difficult” o

“fourth round of formal peace talks saying they had “firmed up theiragreementon distribution of land for free as the
basic principle of genuine agrarian reform.”

Ih a joint staternent issued at the conclusion of the four days of talks in Noordwiik an Zee, the Netherlands, the
negotiating panels of the government and National Demoratic Front of the Philippines also said they "agreed to
accelerate the process of concluding a Comprehensive Agreement on Social and Economic Reforms,” the second
of the four so-called "substantive agenda” of the negotiations to seek a peaceful resolution to the close to half a

century-old communist insurgency.
“This is the main message of the bilateral meeting of the RWCs-SER (Reciprocal Working Commitiees-
Sociceconomic Reforms) and an achievement of the Fourth Round of Talks,” they said,

The Jatest round of talks came after the peace process was almost scuttied when hostilities resumed in early
February after the rebels, accusing the military of ignoring & government unilateral ceasefire, terminated their own
ceasefire, prompting President Redrigo Duterte o order his negotiators to stop negotiating.

However, as the fighting worsened, both sides agreed to resume talking although the government refused to declare
a unilateral ceasefire this time, prompting the rebels to hoid off the planned announcement of their own ceasefire.

During the fourth round of tafks, both sides also agreed 1o continue discussing ways to speed up the release of
political prisoners as well as of government personnel held captive by the rebels.

Nevertheless, in another “significant step forward,” the peace panels signed an agreement committing themseives to
negotiating an interim joint ceasefire agreement.

NDFP chief political consultant Jose Ma. Sison, in his closing remarks, said the ceasefire pact would be signed
- “immediately after the signing of the Comprehensive Agreement 6n Sccial and Economic Reforms.”

In an interview with independent media outfit Kodao Productions, Sison said he expects the next round for formal
talks to begin discussions on national industrialization and economic development. '

For his part, NDFP chief negetiator Fide! Agcaoili, in a separaate statement, said "what is important is that we
continue to takk even whife fighting, in view of the absence of any ceassefire declaration.”

"What is important is that we do not lose sight of the substance of peace, which is not equivalent to the silencing of
“the guns,”" he added. '
Both parties scheduled the next round of talks from May 26 to June 2 at the same venue

In the run-up to this round, both sides' RWCs-SER to work on the draft CASER in what Agcaoili said would be a
“neutrai venue” in Manila.
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