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A mﬂztan nghts group has expressed doabt on mﬂltary "
‘Ieaders smcer;ty’ in-carrying- out the upcemmg Interim
Jjoint ceasefire. agreement betwe i the govel nment and
. commumst rebels.” B
"+ Accordingto Karapatan the Teﬁzsal of the Department
_ of National Defense (DND).and the Armed Forces ofthe .
Phﬂippmes {AFP)to-cease {racking down members of

New People's Army {(NPA) is a previewio hew they wzli . warn
‘handle the 3mpiementation of the. .any agr 3¢ . :
“would be: fcrged during thia peace talks
“The military’s refusal {o suspend
and pull-outfrom commumtles, desp;te overwhelmmg g

clamor of peasants and natlena.l mmomtles, and the.
- : Turn'to -page 3
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_z_ﬁ:evm cahoots with some landlords’
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: _ﬁ}‘jegedly often  introduce -
-__:tf}emselves as NPAs soas o éxtort -

: @pney and terrorize civilians. -

t':im thhppmes and its

) pﬁramlhtafy groups acting as -
private armiss of hig landlnords

f

% ' "_"corrimumtles
sl 1J“”fFor the leftists, ARP’ operatx ves o
: Ehas Pureza, 60 was shot dead

Page: __+

On Aprﬂ 6 é.nother 'farmer |

by assailants beheved to:be
agents under the 60th IBPA‘in
Barangay Mamangan, San Is:dro,

; ; _:Dava,o del Norte, "
e With the Armed F(}rces of U
Inen forcefully entered his home
and shot hlm in front. of his

Accerdmg to ref:»orts, armed

famﬂy___ sooeeo Ted Tuvera
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... Justice Secretary Vitaliand Aguirre Il on
Friday said military intelligence teports

had pointed 16 al-Dhafiri as allegedly in-
~volved in explosives manufacturing and
planning a terfor attack against his home

country Kuwait, -

", BICommissionet Jaime Mbreijfe"édciéa -
al-Dhafiri is a ranking IS dperative in Syria
and is also known as Warsh al-Kuwaiti

and Abu Muslim al-Kuwaiti;. .. ..

- Morente ‘said Zina'is the widow of

Abu Jandal Al-Kuwaiti, a high ranking
. IS commandet who was killed during an
“airstrike in December last year.

- Morente said a working visa allowed
al-Dhafiri’s eniry to the country, which
was approved by a recruitment agency

Q8 Solutions.” "

been calling foran end to the highly ex-
 pensive neéw medical system covering all’

the mahdatory health

Kuwait-bound Filipirio workers, . -

. They said the medical systein is bur-

densome for-workers who are forced to
shoulder the cost.o: xorbitant cost of

to deploym
- Under the ey
bound OFWs:an
medical screer

08, which submitsthe medical
Kuwait embassy = With
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though:the 1stand i
of Kalayaan, Palawan .

: talhng seven plus.
"and Rizal Reef are occup:ed by our
troops. We will reinforce our troops and
improve the structures and facﬂltles
there,” Anoadded.  © . . .

.. "Within our EEZ (excluswe eco-
normic zone) there are submerged lands

. or rocks that we may occupy but we .
need to put up ‘structures where our

_troops can stay. (Buf) 1 canmot give you
the numbers and Eocatmn for securzty
reasons,” Ano said. .

Among the shoals still Wlthout

structires include Sabina, Alicia Annie,
Halimoon, and Royal Captam Shoal.-
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- WWII veterans and their familiés, said .~ served in World WarII ‘when the Philip-
_Garcia, Who stresséd the importance ‘of "+ ‘pines was a US temtm‘y But ‘after the

. continuously honoring.those who have : - war ended, President Harry Tmman'.
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: Sig Y anngs;de the protectmn ot‘
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neighbors . for . better member countries to resolve
| coordination, - Fee i d:fferences peacefuﬂy _PHAf
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it 'Was her last known Jocation”

; _ : AR g i, 27 “Before she arrived in the country. |
B ’I‘agmg City ar tiow in the custody “UUAguirTe sald: Lhe coaple had " He'said t.hey are: coordmatmg with'
“of Arthed Forees ef the Phlhppmes “been in'the country since January - the security services of Kuwait and
CCAFR). S 98 usiig working visas which was  Qatar for the turnover of the two.
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i ersary’ of the I..mgayen Gu
Cin Pangasinan oniy 76 of the 370 Survivi
: the provmce were able to attend "Most

" comimemoriate 'the defeat

" the surrender when it 15 the R

-uncommon valor of Filipine -

 and American soldiers that .=+

- should be remenibered? .7
-The- change to Araw ng3 S

Kagatingan was made ;m i

iy office - are already in- thexr wheelchazrs " sai
: PVAO regional head Romeo Madriaga, - - .
.. It'simportant to remémber this day in a country

-'that contmuaify seeks heroes, Perhaps ihe young'
can think {n‘terms of the war veterans as bet as .
new tothe world.as they are wheri called to Fight for -
: flag and ‘country—no more’ than boys with their:
_lives ahead of them, thrust irtto war and the; iCon=
¢ stant peril of death. It {s important to think of these

' men when we think of the word “Kagitingan,” and

_ hon@r them' ‘beyond one day ‘or ‘one wéek of the

_year Redl heroes, When remembereci never d;e or

‘fadeaway. - S S

; ='1:3 the nation’s appreczanon_' L

for - the! fighting men - of
'Bataan, whose number has?
; dwindled to aprecious few. Araw ng Kagztmgan :tself _-
"is now part of Philippinie Veterans Week: {April: 5-11} i
- an occasion to honor both ‘veterans of World War Il .
- and.all ‘Who served admirably in the military.. :
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- inyasion convoy
Moresby _
. Guinesg, wh:ch ‘was dommatmg'-v _
- communications
*Australia - and ‘the - United "
‘States, was turned back. The .

OFFICEOF 1

Sea on May 7, 18

s eastern Ne

of that Tesistance was revealed

by Professor Ricardo T. Jose of
“the’ Umver51ty of the Philip-*
pines. A US Navy code-break- °
“ing: group was in Correg1dor-
“until March 1942, intercepting -
‘and “decoding Japanese mes-
‘sages. If Bataan had fallen

 tards

‘between

' Bataan”. fought to the
end with stubborn courage.

85 percent of the Bataan force_ﬁ'_
consisted of Filipinos, with on-
ly 15 percent being Americans. -
7+ The Filipino troops came
“tidewas begmnmg +o tirn and® - from all .over the country and
"_"the Stiff resistance ‘offered: b}r"_.
. Batdan and. Corregidorv,«proved__.
* significant., - S
‘Ahttle known. consequence*" :

- from.alt social classes. My uncle .
Col: ‘Santiago Guevara of the’
. Philipping Scouts,.-who was a*
" Commandant of Cadets at the -
* Philippine. - Military - Academy .
'-(PMA)mBagmc was ordered to
“the lowlands, along with the -
PMA cadets, after five days of
war. Also from the north was a
‘contingent of Igorots who' dis-
tinguished themselves in jungle’

fighting, as reporged by Associ-

.

that led to. gxe” Allies” gventual
‘victory in the Pacific war, the

“One- must emphas1ze thaf - Good’ Fnciay offenswe ‘on -April :

'3, somne.66,000. Were Filipinos:
-and 12,000 were Americans. Of -
' che latter; }ust under 10,(190'

this: number, only 28 Q06 ‘Sur:-

“yived impris cnment, reduced, ’
by starvatmn, disease:and cru-.

ely. In other Words more men

~diedin the prison camp thanin.
_combator the Death Marchs:: -

“Indeed, given the war gains

delayed Fall of Bataan has be-

" come, d -symbol of Filipino:

heroism and endurance.  ING .

5285, 5285
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www. retiredanalyst.blogspot.com
1 killed, 1 captured in Zambo Sibugay clash
From-the Sun-Star-Cagayan-de Oro {Apr 8): 1 killed, 1.captured in Zambo Sibugay clash. . .

A suspected member of 2 lawless group was killed and another was captured in a brief gun battie in
sitio Ulingan in the coastal village of Salipyasin, Kabsalan, Zamboanga Sibugay province at 1:30 p.m.

on April 6.
Liutenant Colonel Jo-ar Hetrera, 1st Infantry "Tabak” Division Pi}ll!ppmwe Army Spokesperson,

identified the fatality as Bam 0 Ahotl. The other suspect, Akhinad Dapat. was captured and turned

over to the police for custody and further investigation. The rest of the group escaped.

Herrera told SunStar in a phone inierview that the joint law enforcement agencies went to the site after
receiving information about the presence of seven unidentified armed men in the area.

Recovered from the crime scene were one 38-catiber revolver; ammonium nitrate, detonating cord. and

blasting cap, which are components of improvised explosive device: and a motorized pump boat.

Herrera

Brigadier General Rolado Joselito Bautista, commanding ageneral of the 1st Infantry Division, lauded the
community for reporting the presence of the armed men.

"While our ground-troops uphold the rule of engagement, we sustained and strengthen the conduct of joint law
enforcement in Zamboanga Peninsula area to contain the lawless elements and pre-empt the conduct of

possible afrocities,” he said,

http:/fwww.sunstar.com.ph/cagayan-de-oro/local-news/2017/04/08/1-killed-1-captured-zambo-sibugay-ciash-

535626
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First Photos of Philippine Navy's New Multi-Purpose Attack
Craft Mk. 3

From MaxDefense Philippines {Apr 7): First Photos of Philippine Navy's New Multi-Purpose Attack Craft Mk. 3

MaxDefense was able to obtain excellent photos of the Philippine Navy's new Multi-Pu:;b'c“ase 'A“Lttac'k Craft {MPACi |
Mk. 3, as it was being tested in Subic Bay. The photos came from a source and from a community member, and
these appears fo be the first photos of the type to be made public. a MaxDefense exclusive.

The MPAC Mk, 3 are being built in the Philippines through the winning proponent, Propmech Corporation, using
a design made by its partner, Lung Teh Shipbuiiding of Taiwan,

rs phofc shows the front and side views of the new MPAC Mk. 3. Compare that o the MPAC Mi. 2 photo below. Photo
from MaxDefense source who wish to rermain anonymous,

o

- ey . .
e ERY

e PAC . 2 focomp;s prposes.

Based on the photos provided to us, there appears to be several physicatl differences between this Mk, 3, and the oider
Mk.2 and Mk. 1. For easier comparison, MaxDefense will only refer to the MPAC Mk, 2 for comparison as itis an
improved design over the MPAC Mk. 1. Thanks to some of our contributors for their inputs as well.
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First of, it appears that the reclining bow ramp for inserting/extracting troops are gone. instead it is now a solid hull with no
openings, but still retaining the flat contour of the older MPACs. Retaining that contour could be to confuse the enemy on

the MPAC's lost capabiifty {o land froops from the bow.

The bow ramp is now missing, and builf as a soiid bow. The flat bow stilj remains, due to unknown reasons. Fhoto from
MaxDefense source who wish to remain anonymous.

Also missing are the twin top deck openings connected to the bow doors, which are not needed anymore without the bow
ramp.

The mast is also re-designed on this new variant compared to the older ones. Based on the photo, iis difficult to compare
if the mast on MPAC Mk. 3 is lower than that of MPAC Mk. 2, considering the Philippine Navy requested for redesign on

this matter.

The MPAC Mk, 3 must comply with the Philippine Navy's requirement for the new MPAC Mk.3s to be able to enter the
well deck of the Tariac-class Landing Piatform Dock. The previous mast were foc high, and won't allow the older MPACs

to safely fit the LPD's well deck opening.

The PAC KMk 3 from afar. he veral/desrgn orf the boat becomes apparent here. A lof of differences from the older
MPACs. It Ipoks slesker too. Photo from MaxDefense sources who wish o remain anonymous.

it also looks like there are no gun canopies above the boat's forward par of the bridge, which are present in the MPAC
Mk. 2. so far no mounts on the brdige roof can beg seen in the photo.

According to initial design submitted by the proponent, Propmech Corporation, the Mini Typhoon RCWS will be installed
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above the bridge at the center-forward part where a pedestal is located, while cancpies for manuafly-operated machine
guns will stili be present at the rear part of the bridge. It remains io be seen though it Propmech and its partner, Lung Teh

Shipbuilding, will follow this configuration.

H

This is the concept illustration on the weapon system Jocations of te new MPAC Mk. 3. but not necessarily the design
concept for the hull. The expected position of the Mini Typhoon RCWS, Spike-ER launcher and manually operafed
machine guns can be seen here, afthough it remains fo be seen if this would still be followed in the actual boat. Photo

taken from the former Timawa.nei forum.

The new boaf's design was also changed, with the previous deck access configuration changed. The forward is now
higher than the midship area resulting on a different gunwale contour.

The removal of the bow ramp also confirms the reduction of troop carrying capacity which was expected and indicated in
the technical specifications. With this, our sources confirmed the absence of the jeepney-style front facing bench seats,

and replaced with front facing shock mitigating jump seats.

Atouh fh az‘ ars fewer troops than the MPAC Mk.1 and Mk.2. i now sports better seats and are now front facing.
This provides more comforrn for the passenger. Photo cropped from Propmech's video.

It is difficult to assess if the MPAC Mk. 3 is indeed longer than the MPAC Mk. 2, based on the technical specifications
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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provided by the Philippine Navy during the tender process. This can only be verifiec by a refiable source fike Propmech
itself, or by side by side viewing of the Mk. 2 and Mk. 3 MPACs. The size difference is important since it aflows the boat to
have a mounting for the Spike-ER missile jauncher that is scheduled to be installed in the next few months.

MPAC Mk. 3 BA-488 conducting tests at Subic Bay. Photo provided by a MaxDefense communily member who wish fo

rermain anonymous.

No information yet available on the tests conducted on the first boat. with hull number BA-488, afthough Propmech still
has enough time to make the necessary adjustments should it need to do sc.

MaxDefense will be updating its readers and community members on the MPAC Mk. 3 development as more informaticon

is are made available fo us.

hitp://maxdefense. blogspot.com/201 7/04Hirst-photos-of-philippine-navys-new.himl
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PH Air Force to complete acquisition of 12 FA-50 fighter
jets in May

Padilla

The Philippine Air Force (PAF) will complete its squadron of 12 FA-50 lead-in fighter frainers by May
2017, military spokesperson Brigadier General Restituto Padilla said.

ith the arrival of 11th and 12¢th EA-50 aircraft. it is

ged up For

The 4th batch of two FA-50s — tail numbers 007 and 008 — that arrived in late March were formally
received on Thursday, April 6, in a ceremony at the Air Force City inside Clark Air Base in Pampanga,

The remaining 4 FA-50s will arrive in two batches in April and in May.

The squadron of 12 FA-50s from South Korea was acquired by the previous Aguino administration for P18
billion, one of two big-ticket items in the country's modest military modernization program. The Philippine Navy

orocured two new frigates for P18 billion, also from South Korea.

The FA-50 is technically a fighter trainer but the PAF acquired it to perform mulfiple roles. The aircraft were
acquired by the previous administration to boost the country's defenses in the West Philippine Sea (South
China Sea) given China's aggressiveness in ciaiming maritime territories there.

The EA-50s are not known to have been deployed io the West Philippine Sea, however. instead, they have
been deployed for surgical airstrikes against local terrorists in Mindanao.

“The aircraft have been tested and employed against some armed groups and some evil elements. We have
found it to be an efficient platform for close air support,” Padilla said.

The acquisition of the FA-50¢ marked the PAF's return to the supersonic age a decade after retiring the fast of
its US-made F5 fighter jets in 2005. (READ: PH Alr Force a joke no more, gefs fighter jets)

The video below shows the formal transfer of the 3rd batch of FA-50s in February.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the Iénd.

(




