Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride




Army vision: By LUZ8, a worid-class Army that 15 a source of nationai prige,

TABLE OF CONTENTS
10 APRIL 2017
P::E TITLE WRITER NEWSPAPER
1 | Weather Forecast PDI p.A14
NATIORAL NEWS
2-4 1,000 aftershocks pummel Batangas Helen Flores Phit Star p.1
5-6 DDS hit man flees Nikko Dizon PDI p A1
ARMY RELATED NEWS
7 War games dropped from Balikatan Lalaine Jimenea Phil Star p.1
Brgy. Kapitan, 11 tachan tinangay ng NPA sa Folice Files p.3
8 Cotabato
AFP RELATED REWS
9 Duterte: Expedite reiease of P6.4-B pension Christina Mendez & § Phil Star p.7
for war vets Edith Regalado
10 Cash reward awaits Abu tipsters Roel Parefio Phil Star p.14
11 ARo to troops: Go full speed in fight against  § Victor Reyes Malaya p.B6
Abu Sayyaf
AFP target na mapulbos ang Abu Sayyaf sa Police Files p.2
12 ioob ng 3 buwan
13 MAg-asawang ISIS inilipat sa AFP Betchai Julian Abante p.3
14 AFP, PNP strengthen civil military operations | Mario Mallari The Daily Tribune p.4
15-16 | AFP, PNP, MMDA join forces for Holy Week Raymond Africa Maiaya pB2
i EDITORIAL/COMMERNTARY
17 The ioooong road to peace ignacio R. Bunya Mia Bulletin p.11
18 Wipe out ASG People’s Tonight p.4
ORLINE NEWS
AFP, PNP form joint communication committee www.retiredanalyst. blogspot
1920 | gor peace, dev't programs .com
21 Duterte telis _DBM,-‘DN{) {o spead up release of m.interaksvon.com
PAB for soldier-retirees
AFP confident of meeting June 30 deadline to Priam F. www.pna.gov.ph
22 neutralize Abu Sayyaf Nepomuceno
3 Sulu officials offer reward for info on Abu Sayyaf www. retiredanalyst.blogspot
.com

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: 6acpa drmy2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) B45-9555 Local: 5285,5295 |

PUEATO PRINGES
S D RE PG

TUGUEGARAD

| PUERTD
© PRINCESA

LacAG s

Clag T S26-327°C

gite L
S CLeILDy o
BAGUIO -* - Ui UBACOLDD
Dol ATa50C 0 A5-267C
SBMIA/
CLARK .

- 307G

- 25~

Cogosgen

Waich PanaohanI¥ on DZRH Newe Television | - -
fram Monday to Eriday at 11:00 AM and 5:00°FM,
: cmd via Pilipinas HD of 6:00 AM, 6:30 PM arid 9:00 PM

iy
i

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local 5285 5295

Army Core Purpose: Servmg the people. Securing the land.

l




. = 3N - e Fic - ‘ = Tt

LT B © Ly I OrLE D nalioen ,'r nase
) ! - oy .’!’.!Ch‘ & SOUWT &g 2

i JeIE ] z ’)IE' & WOno-Die S d '

A s By Ll

102 545-2555 Local: 5285, 5285

L [

Page: __}___

[V april 2017

Traumatized residents of Mabini, Ba-
ngas spent the night on the streets fear-

; esof s which:
stzguck two minutes apart. The two quakes
- were felt at Intensity:7 in Mabini.. S

Tremors were als felt motheparts of

- Luzon, including Metro Manila. . =

~ . Reports reaching the National Dis
. Risk-Reductiori and Ma :

| swarm typic
or'weeks, 1 e T
L At11:14 am. yesterday,
a magnitude-3.9 aftershock
strack five kilometers south- -
west of Mabini, Batangas,
- It was reportediy felt at In.
tensity 4 in Tingloy, Batangas;
Intensity 3 in Puerto Galera,
Oriental Mindore; and Inten-
sity 2 in'San Teodoio; Oriental

ally lasts for days

Mindéro, L ST
Phivoles also appealed to
the public to refrain from
spreading text messages and
using social media to warn
about an Intensity 8 earth-
quake that will supposedly
hit Luzon following last Sat-
urday’s tremors in Batangas
and nearby areas. el ~ CpiE 0 CEDR5 52O
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quake, do the duck/drop, AFFAIRS- - e heonle Securng the and

. Tumto Paged . c Puipose Serving ihe people. HECUINY

d!




QFFICE OF T! m-Batanga_s C1ty, ;

ment :and Needs-Analysis cor= orid-class Army that is aTEmBr* nf

ducted by the Regional: DRRM.
- Council Caiabarzon-_'som’ road

. Bauan, Batangas
d

still murky . followmg. : ': 2 %
~day’s tremor. S

- The: Batanga:, dzsaster ofﬁmals :
- sald several roads in Agoncﬂlo,_.
_Bauan and Batangas City were
“temporarily closed ‘because of
~landslides but they were cleared_

Cyesterday

On the other hand Soczal WeI?

fare and Development Secretary
Judy Taguiwalo said the depart-

ment is prepared to provide more
d »

support {0, aﬁecte areas in. th
province.: -

.rv1sed"agamst dmng in the waters-
. off. Mabini, saying the seaﬂoor is:

.f in Batang3
be the: Big: One only for:
: Batangas b

: penm
- lessen the danger of a big quake in-
: Metz'o Manila, Solidum s?ressed :

"He'said th magm quake:
as on’ Saturday - could:--_'

e swarm hap--
g in Batangas would not

- The'

“Sen. Loren Legarda said. this

_'-1s the best time for everyone to :

Prepare for the Big’ One.”
Tollowing the serigsiof earfh- -
quakes thenL struck Batangas with:

In‘a month, Legarda said this

highlights the need for heightened
preparedness in the event of an-
other quake. ¢
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- oome ot the structurey
chuirches in Batangas.
. Belaro said ‘he would. initia e a
probe in the House of Representa.
 tives ‘on whether these: structires

“arthqua cesis worth it espe-
v if it would save thousands
-of lives,” Legarda said.. RSTRN
i According to Legarda, ensurin

the structura) integrity of build- _have complied with the building
-Ings and preparedness measures code TR R
. for earthquakes’ can significantly T wll'shortly file a résolufion.
- reduce the Impacts Projected in seekmg an immediate investiga-
- the 2004 Metro Manila Barth. tion into how those damaged
_quake TImpact Reduction Study buildings were bum"éﬁd’%,vhethér
- (MMEIRS). - R - they obeyed the law,” Belaro
:-_--B_asgd_-on‘_-:the MMEIRS, with- ' said. - With Michael Punong-
. out the \ecessary interventions, . 'b"ayaﬁ,:'MarVin Sy, Arﬁéli-O'z‘aeta,
~a.7.2-magnitude earthquake in Rainier Allan Ronda, Delon
- Metro Manila could destroy 40 " Porealla SRR

~ percent of residential buildings,
-damage 35 percent of all public

-~ buildings, kil 34,000 people, in- ;
jure 114,000 indivi_di_xgis, and the : 5285, 5295
| ensuing fires:will also resylt in § - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gymail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 52
18,000 additional fatalities. - - 8- ’ :
OFF - Orie concrete but simple meg-

sure that Legarda said should be Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand
done in all communities is the
installation of an early warning A{

System to alert residents. during

emergency situations.
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STORY BY NIKKO DIZON

Fearing killers were coming after him, confessed Davac Death Squad (DDS) assassin =~
Arture Lascahias quietly left the country on Saturday night te seek safe haven abroad ¥

sy for the gavernment o
he filled out

..ed the Senate: testimony last
-year of another confessed DDS:
“hit miari, Edgar Matobato, who
~claimed that Mr. Duterte was
' the ‘founder and financier of
the squad and ‘the brains be-

hind the killings of suspected

- criminals in the city. _

-Matobato also admitted to
taking part in many of the .
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 Killings and claimed tohave wit- - was ‘at

jalied or kﬂEed Tt's just one Of;.-'

} _ . the two possibilities. But for =
.passport was. stamped . e, 1 know God has a plan and
"They . didn’t taik to meé ‘that would be my destiny for
They ust told me to take aseat: telling the truth. T have accept-__
.They didn't tell mé why,” Las- . ed that,” Lascafias sald E
caflas said, referring to the fm- - S :
migration officers. ;| | :
One of them tcld the In- e

quirer that they had NG 7€ason

38555 Local: 5285, 5295
to stop Lascafias from leaving.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUE

WATCH THE VIDEO ™~

But they said they informed
A the Bureau of Immigration head-
quazrters that an Arturo Lascarias

b

http o/ fing mws[ Lascanasbeaves?ﬂ o
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‘ pe.
‘and vefennary services:: : ' __'Abr}go Merns: rial
T an orientation- here last : . Hospital. It was em--
"Thu rsday, .Undersecwtai‘y = “i__-_phaqzzedﬂﬂattheBaj
: . . TumtoPage? . likatan would be an
“exchange of skills -
~‘and technology.” -
-+ - The US soldiers
will be restricted
“to-their quarters to
avmd a “Pember-
““ton-like” incident
from happehing
‘again, referring to
the conviction of US -
Marine Joseph Scott
Pemberton for the -
killing of transgen-
der worman Jennifer
Laudse: . -
.+ In the event that .
. they are aliowed to
go out, they would -
e : be escorted by the ez 5285 500
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‘Nakilala ang ‘bl €
ohgkog sa bayan ng Magpet, Cotabito.
Ayor kay 602nd Bngaid Spok;:lsman-

Aang miga biktimd para hindim [ :
atuloy ang 1mbest1gasvon ng: puhsya at rmiltar S pangyayan. :
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and EDITH REGALADO

St

M aming salamat po (Thank

here for you .

expedite the early release of

the AFIs retirees pension
credentials for fiscal years
2008 to 2013 in the amount of.
(P6.4 billion),”. the _Presuient :

. Knowing that nothing can’
-compensate for the sacrifices’
of World War Il veterahs; -
President Duteite yesterday ™
ordered budget and defense”
officials to ‘speed up the re:
leas cf the A_rmed Forces of -

s ."’I am’ %uppoged to say.

“but T'have -something’ fami
; T e directing * ‘event
the: Department of Budgetand
Management and the Depart-
ment of National Defense to’

‘Shrine in Pilat, Bataan. :

"He assured the veteraras and

their families that the govern- -
mentis priofitizing the release _

of their bernefits,
. “Tietus take this moment to

honor our veterans, the ones
‘who: pa@%d away and the ones-
-who are with-us today. No mat-.-

I'would like for you to know
that your governmeritis demg

Valor) and Veteran's Week - much, much more,” he said.”

held at the Mt. Samat Natiorxal_.é-- -

- cording to the Chief Executive,
- We have settled the back-'-
: Iog 11 disability pensions. We -
(have) also made the manage- -
'.f'.'ment of almost 200,000 peri="
“ sion accounts more efficient,”
‘Duterte announced tothe

o cheermg veterans and their
: " tions to ‘improve the services-

. ‘and-accessibility for- veterans.
*‘and that their‘dependents tan
‘be ‘assured free healthcare at
‘the Veterans Memorial Medi-
.cal-Center and 152 veterans-
“accredited hospitals,.

sa;ci before endmg his speechf":ff‘i@rmwhat we do, we can. never

yesterday: duting ‘ceremo-
s commemorating the 75th
Araw ng Kagitingan (Day of

do encugh to repay v

“The suwrviving veterans, ac-

have suffered much and that

‘they should mot suffer more: -
In the twilight of theiryears,
‘they deserve a bef:ter hfe,” he s
said.”

Duterte hkewzse annnunced

that he ; is ‘giving out instruc- :
do better,” he said; “We must w

“Asalegacy to the next gen-

‘eration, we have subsidized
the education 'of more- than

say is not trite, It is the truth:
without them, we would not
be here,” he said.

“Let “Araw ng Kagitingan’
remind us all that Filipinos are
capable of tremendous feats of
heroism. Let this monument
be a beacon for ali, to be brave
in the midst of challenges and
uncertainties,” Duterte added.

The President also chal-
lenged every Filipino to “reaf-
firm our vow: we will never
waver in our efforts to secure

what’s best for the greatest
common good for our nation.”

“We are drawn together
each year on this sacred ground
to honor the gallant men and
women who paid the ultimate
sacrifice — for our nation, for
our people and for our future,
These are words uttered in
utmost respect and gratitude
for those wfo faced the biggest
challenges and proved that
they had much bigger hearts
of courage, “ he said.

i

2,500 of out veterang’ depen-.
‘dents under the Iskolar ng
iBavan program. W;th_ _
‘tion, we hope they can sécure
- a'better iuture i the Premdeni’_
- added.: -
Duter’ce stressed that the'
entitlements do not compareto

the sacrifices that the vetérans

‘have made for the country - .
 "But we want you 0o know

Qur ‘nation (and) our people
are grateful toyou for what
you have done and we will ©

never forget that we.owe them.:.
a‘deep debt of gratitude. We "

~-owe them our lives and, for a

tlme our hation.”

Duterte also called on’ t0~

day s youths to recognize . -

the veterans’ role in his-
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- ZAMBOANGA CITY. _
: The pmvmmal governm officials and. vﬂlagers resit ted
* Sulu will give a cash reward . inthe rescue of hostageq and
“iri exchange for information . encc:unfer& vi : it
~onthe AbuSayyaf bandits;a . ‘group. .
'.rsecurlty oifimal said yester 50me. Iocal officials re-.

”yleldmg results with the
seriesof encounters and res
ue of hos?ageq 1n the past.:

"Lo cal governme,nt v

ean pmpomt the hideout of . i
‘are heeding the request of

= t}\e Abu Savyaf and their Lap-

] _Abu"‘%d}.vaf eé al]
: saxd the effort has been Sulu,” Galvez said.

f_{_)Hov\emg t1ps' from. VﬂIag -
- ers, clashed with Abu qa;, yaf '
_bandits int Talipac towin, kil
ing 10 ilitants ¢ and Wound
o _mg several oth : :
‘President Duterte to helpthe =
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- BY VICTOR REYES

ARMED Forces chief Gen. Edu-
ardo Afio has urged troops to
increase the “operational tempo”
in the fight against the Abu Sayyaf
group which he wants defested
within the first six months of the
yeat, the militaty said yesterday.
Col. Edpard Arevalo, chief of
the AFP public affairs office; said
Ao told the soldlers to “double
time or speed up” the opérations
when he visited the Joint Task
Fozce Sulu, based in Jolo town in
“Sulu, on Thursday Jast week.
“The AFP is midway in its cam-
paign against the Abu Sayyaf, Gen-
eral Afio inspired them to operate
at full speed, double of increase
the operational tempo some mote.
The AFP has proven its capacity
to inflict heavy casualties against
the terrotist group,” said Arevalo,
Arevalo said Afie remains con-
fident that the six-month deadline
that he imposed for defeating the
Abu Sayyaf will be met.
‘The Abu Sayyaf has some 300

M al i ya

Tag Nerfunzz} Nowspaper

to 400 men, mcstly m Sulu its

* bailiwick, .

The mﬁ,xtarv smd 47 Abu Sayyaf
men have been killed sirice Januaty
and 20 others were either captured
or atrested, or have surrendered.
The figure does not include fatali-
ties based on intelligence reports.

The militaty alsc reported that
12 kidnap victims have been
reéscied from the Hands of the
Abu Sayyaf since January. The Abu
Sayyaf is stili holding around 30
foreign and Filipino hostages i Sula.

Incidentally, German kidnap vic-
tim Jurgean Kantner was beheaded
by his Abu Sayyaf captors in Sulu
on February 26 after authorities
failed to heed the demand of the
group to pay a P30-million ransom.

Kantner and his wife, Sabine
Merz, were seized by the Abu
Sayyaf after the group intercepted
their yacht off Sabah last Novem-
ber. Their boat was later found off
Suln with Merz® body..

Afio, in a staternent, said: “They
(the ASG) are no match to us... We
shal continue with our mmomentrurm

Page: @Iﬂ

and finish our mission to defeat
and incapacitate the terrorist Abu
Sayyaf to finally pave the way for:
further development and progress

here in Mindanao.”

“We have acmally perfected the
att of combined and joint opera-
tions. We saw the interplay among.
major services and the mterplay.
of each ground troop to deliver’
in different lines of operation, the’

maneuvers, the fire support and
the combat leadership,” he added,

Afio praised the soldiers for their
sactifices and for deing their work
without any complaint,

“The AFP leadership we did not

hear a single complain; everyone
did his and her best in the job. We
are very proud of all the soldiers,
airmen, sailors and marines who
continue to perform their tasks in
line with our thrust against the Abu
Sayyaf and other local terrorist
groups,” he said.

The AFP dhief also paid tdbute to
soldiers who died in the fight against
the Abu Sayyaf whose activity Is
mainly kidnapping for ransom.
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e LN 52 BALITA S Y0
s e L

: pmag}ng;nt pa._ g AF
- ang seguridad, s kin
-~ lagyan ng miag-asawa
 1SIS upang matiysk na ‘wang bun
*“hind1: iakakikilos ang: Julian)

 dér ng nasabig grupo at
isa.apat 0 limang bu-
ito, (Betchai'
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T L A
thé'Phihppme ‘National Police (PNP) activ: ated

‘serviters® civil military operations (CMO)..:
‘Maj

he AFP and PNP in attendance,
AF chief of staff Gen. Eduardo AR
' for the AFP and the PNP to: have

“peace and security.

—all threats to national peace and seciifity and,

“at the: sitie Hima; it is necessary for both

A _rgamzatlonq 1o mammm i,helriegltzma(’y among .
‘progress,” Constantino said.

The closer {'MO ties hotween fhe APP apd - The JAPCRC aims to° ensure etflcleut

“the people; they'serve,” Aflo said. |

‘the PNP were formalized last Friday with the

‘'signing of a Joint Letter Directive creating the

Joint AFP-PNP Civil Relations Committee

; _actlve rela,tmnsh;p Wit
‘g joint com itteati strengthen the umfeimed_; o8

PNP sha,ll coordmate and syne
_piemeut our peace": i
i s. pmtlcu}arly in-

support-the pm;io‘sed Re

rdinate offortsto enstre the govérnment's
" Peace and" Securlty Cnordmatm Center

;vactory in addres‘smg any threat to natmnal"-.;. :
:Orgdmzatmn

It is imperative that the AFP and PNP wozk 5 THIg seTves a8.a venue, fo' 1is to ‘;trengthen :

: cldse]y and sipport each other in addressing’

op"' to furthe

: en’ Melquiades Feliciano; AFP. deputv? S Underdl
“chief of staff for (MO (J7), and (Chief Supti:
“Noel Constantino, acting director of the PNP-.
Directorate for Police Comifnunity Relations, "1
s;gned the Iettei directive with key offimais

‘the " joint ‘effort are- strategic

Page: ﬁ

communications; creation of joint quick’ respnnse o

g __.teams durmg" tergencies;. cond_uct :of joint

¥ mechanisms for the infegration and collaboration .
< of outefforts for joint civil relations. operations;
“with theend inview of 1ea]wmg the Filipino's
Aspirations for peace, . sectirity, . skil

La.lnhty and

1espons1ve, and coordinated. civil relations
efforts In support of national security and
development ohjectives. It will also recoramend

._humamtanan. > assIstan
o Arevaly urged the pvﬁblic
: -'commmtee to ensire its success:

es, medlcai denta.l"-

“Pyublic support and good commumty'-
relamons are . crucial to:the gtceessfal

' ._performance af mal;tary and pohce functmns,

~Arevalo saic:
s “Bothithe: AFP and the PNP acknowledge_-

' .”thIS and.-have long. sought the: support - and.

assistance of the civilian populace in the’

‘performance of their different but mterrela*ed

mandates, ? he added
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~ AFP, PNP, MMDA
]om forces for Holy Week

2Y RAYMOND AFRICA

THE PNP, Armed Forces and the
Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority will join forces to efisute
safe and peaceful celebration of
Holy Week,

PNP spokesman Senior Supt.
Dionardo Carlos said 35,222 cops
composed of 3,318 police com-
missioned officers and 31,904
non-commissioned officers will
sman 3,251 police assistance desks/
centers nationwide. The cops wil
come from 18 regional offices
of the Aviation Security Group,
. Maritime Group and the Highway

" Patrol Group.

Catlos said the cops will be
. deployed in transport terminals,
malls, resorts, churches, and other
ateas of convergence. Other police
* personnel not involved in giving
assistance to police assistance
desks/centers have been tasked to
secure vital installations and other
soft targets, Catlos added.

AFP public affairs chief Col
Edgard Arevalo said soldiers
will be deployed in public areas,
including transport terminals, in
Merro Manila and other parts of

thc coumry -
“Definitely, we “will be sup-

porting our PNP counterparts,

especially in places of convergence
and terminals. We have allocated
personnel for that,” Arevalo said,
although he could not immediately
say the number of scldiers who
wiil be deployed in public areas ot
when the deployment will start.

. “We abways have units, whether

in Metro Manila or in the field, that

augment cur PNP counterparts.

* Qur ‘objective is to énsure the

safe travel of the people who are
intending to observe the Lentea
season: or the Lenten brezk in their
respective provinces,” said Arevalo,

MMDA spokeswoman Celine
Pialago said 1,739 personnel will
be deployed stardng today in dif-
ferent areas in Metro Manila to
assist motorists and commuters
whe will go to the provinces for
the Holy Week.

Pialago said the ream will come
from the Traffic Discipline Office,
Road Emergency Group, Public
Safety Division, Sidewalk Clearing
Operations Geoup, and the Metro

' See AFP > Page B‘ﬁ
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Parkeway Clearing Group.
Bong Nebrija, MMDA opera-
tions supervisor, said the MMDA

personnel will also tow ilegally-’

patked vehtcics partlc:ulaﬂy in bus
j termmals :

Nebrija also said thc agcncy wﬂ

strictly implement the “nose-in,
nose-out” policy, which prohibits
buses from maneuvering on EDSA.

NORMAL ALERT

Arevalo said the militarys alert
status as of yestcrday remained at

normal,

“In due time, we will know,
ptobably tomorrow. But so far,
our alert status is normal alert,”
said Arevalo, who declined to-give
a categotical answer if a terrorist
threat has been monitored.

“Let us not think if there is a
threat or none because the people’s
tendency is to be complacent if
there is no threat. If we say there
is, some will panic and may call off
their plans which we do not want
to happen,” said Arevalo.

“What we would like to happen
is-for them to be always vigilant
and cautious. They should always
assume that someone is out to do
something bad and they should be
cautious and help our secutity to
help them achieve a peaceful and
meaningful Lenten break,” he said.

Arevalo said people should
report to the nearby military or
police units if they see suspicious
people or irems.

~ “We expect them to be vigilant, |
"'to be actively iookmg around them.
If ‘they see suspicions baggage ot
: pcople immediately report this to -

the neatly police or milirary in the
area,” he szid.

Nebrijz said the number coding
scheme will be lifted from Holy

Wednesday to Good Friday.

In Makati City, 1P Rizal St.,
Hstrella St., Kalayaan Ave., Reposo
St., Valdez St., and Makati Ave.
will be closed on Holy Wednesday

and Good Friday starting 5 pam.

onwards, Biack Saturday, starting
11 p.m. onwards and Easter Sun-
day, starting 2 p.m. onwards for a
procession. -

The MMDA -said heavy waffic
is expected on R, Jabson St., Plaza
Rizal intersection, Caruncho Ave.,
Dr. Sixto Ave., A, Mabini 5t., Dr.
Piiapil St., M.H. Del Pilar St,,
Lopez Jaena St, Dr. Garcia 8t
E. Santos St., Sta. Rosa de Lima
bridge., . Manalo St, . Manalo
St., Dt Malde St. due to Holy
Weclk activites

The MMDA advised motorists
to tzke alternate routes.

Senior Insp. Jem Dellantes,
HPG spokesman, aiso reminded
motorists who will travel to the
provinces to have their vehicies
checked before their teip.

- Dellantes said negligence on the
patt of the vehicle owners often
leads to trouble especially duting
long road trips. |

He said HPG personnel will be
deployed along major thorough-
fares so they can extend help to

_Mmototists.

The Hastern Poilce Dlstﬁct
will hold a “Bisekleta Iglesia” and
“Pabasa” during the Holy Week.

Chief Supt. Romulo Sapitula,
EPD director, said Pabasa for
catholic members of the PNP
will be held at the EPD Chapel on
April 12 starting at 8 am. ’

EPD personnelwill also conduct
bike patrol on several churches in
Pasig, San Juan, Mandahiyong, and
Marikina to ensuare the safety and
protection of the public.

- As the Catholic faithful observe
the Holy Week, Manila Archbishop
Cardinal Luis Antonic Tagle is utg-
ing everyone to deepen their undes-
standing of Jesus and his message.

In his homily during the Paim
Sunday mass at the Manila Cathe-
dral, Tagle said: “T hope those who
will attend the differeat activities
hete a the Cathedtal this week will
focus on that. Who is Jesus? Who
is Fle that we follow?” said Tagle.

He said understanding Jesus
is more than just carrying palm
branches during Palm Sunday and
observing the Visita Iglesia. —With
Victor Reyes, Evan Orias, Gerard
Naval and Christian Qineza
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Some 2{} top. pohtieal prisoners were_
also released to' serve a<: corlsultants of =~

* “CPP-NDFis. coneemed Dutezte now..
~ realistically believes thatpeacemﬂnot' 8

i come in'this generation: :

~Even-as he gave the go s:gnal_ :
: iast week for the guvernment panel: -
1o resurme formal pesce talks in The.
2o Neth' '1&1}{15 observers -greeted th

s ANdi Was not chfﬁcult to: under-

B stand why::

[

“While both groups ﬁ"om opposzte-
_ 31tes of the table profess to pursue a

lasting and just peace, they are poles

apart in‘terms of bargaining position... -

While the government pane! has
been instructed to negotiate a bilateral
ceasefire, the CPP-NDF insists first

- on the signing of the Comprehensive

Agreement on Social and Economic
Reforms (CASER) before any bﬂateral
ceasefire agreement.

_ There are other side issues being
raised by the CPP-NDF, among them,
alleged human rights violations during
the war on drisgs, and the return of the
Marcos family to politics.

. President Rody calls certain de-

‘mands of the CPP-NDF “impossible,”

such as the release of all remaining
political prisoners, numbering about

on; Surigao del Nortej Agu

'Norte','Sultan' Kudarat‘,-,safang

chocolate: .
~Diiring. the 19695 soceer legend

- Peleand his Brathan team Santos:
visited civilwar-torn Nigeria to playan
exthibition match. The warring groups
imimediately agreed to a truce so they
coutd watch the legendary Black Pear}

n action. -

 Here’s hoping that it will notbe
step forward two steps backwar

Unforgettabie ceaseﬁres in: hzsto
Irecently came across in You 'I*ub '
a very touching video clip based on a
true-to- life ceasefire which ocetirred
in 1917, almost 100 years ago, at the
Western Front in Europe. .- The military even opened heav-
The episode has come tobe Imown ~ily guarded checkpoints so that peo-
as The Christmas Truce of 1914:+ +ple could make their way to the blg
The Christmas Truce of 19_14__has cEAmes o
inspired books, plays, and a super-viral: . Fourty~exght hours iater the war-
commercial for UK supermarket cham - ring factions got back to killing each
Sainsburys. ther Nigeria eventually quelied the
1t was Christmas Eve. The tem- break—awav Biafrans.
perature had dropped below freezing, - _
Weary British and German soldiers” - - ;_;Note: You may email us at tot-
were resting in their muddy trenches, .ingbunye2000@gmail.com. You
reading letters and openmg g1fts fmm =" may also- “like” us on Facebook at
home. o “Speaiaﬂg Gut.”. - .

toast: In&eturn Otto recewed a bar of;. A
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www.retiredanalvsi.blogspotl.com
AFP, PNP form joint communication committee for peace,
dev't programs

in line with its efforts to promote its peace and development programs, the Armed Forces of the Philippines
and the Philippine National Police has formed its joint AFP-PNP Civil Relations Committee (JAPCRC).

AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo, in a statement Sunday, said the joint letter directive calling
for the creation of the JAPCRC was signed on Friday.

“The JAPCRC shalt coordinate and synchronize AFP Civil-Military Operations (CMO) and PNP Community
Relations (PCR) to better implement our peace and development programs particularly in confiict-affected

communities,” he added.

Arevalo said AFP deputy chief-of-staff for civil-military operations Major Gen. Melguiades L. Felicianc and
Police Community Relations acting director Chief Supt. Noel G. Constantion signed signed the letter directive

with key officials from the AFP and PNP in aftendance.

The JAPCRC was patterned on the existing Joint AFP-PNP Intelligence Committee (JAPIC) and will support
the proposed Revised Nationai Joint Peace and Security Coordinating Center (JPSCC) Organization.

“This serves as a venue for us to strengthen mechanisms for the integration and collaboration of our efforts for
joint civil relations operations; with the end view of realizing the Filipino’s aspirations for peace, security,

stability, and progress,”Constantino stressed.

The JAPCRC aims to ensure efficient, responsive, and coordinated civil relations efforts in support of national
security and development objectives.

It will aiso recommend areas where the AFP or the PNP shail take the lead or support role in the conduct of

joint civil relations activities.

Another function of the JAPCRC is to coordinate civil relations aspect of all AFP-PNP law-enforcement,
internal security, and counterterrorism efforts, The functions will be replicated at the area, regional, and

provincial levels.

Among the activities to be conducted under the joint effort are strategic crisis communications; creation of joint
quick response teams during emergencies; conduct of joint training activities, medical, dental, veterinary, and

engineering civic action projects; and joint humanitarian civic assistance.

“Public support and good community relations are crucial to the successful performance of military and police
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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functions. Both the AFP and the PNP acknowledge this and have long sought the support and assistance of
the civilian popuiace in the performance of their different but interrelated mandates,” Arevalo said.

“It is imperative that the AFP and PNP work closely and support each other in addressing ali threats to national
peace and security and at the same time, it is necessary for both organizations to maintain their legitimacy

_among the people they serve,” AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio said. - |

"Through the creation of the JAPCRC, we hope to further establish a stronger and more active refationship
with our peopie and stakeholders in building a better and peacsful nation,” he added.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Duterte tells DBM, DND to speed up
release of P6B for soldier-retirees

.MANILA - President Duterte, joined by American and Japanese officials representing countries that were .
protagonists in World War II, on Sunday paid tribute fo Filipinos who fought alongside US forces 75 years ago.

As part of doing right by the Filipino soldiers, he directed the Departments of Budget and Management and of
National Defense to "expedite the early release” of some P6 billion in funds covering AFP retirees’ pensions for
several years,

Duterte addressed the handful of survivors of the Fall of Bataan and Corregidor and Death March in 1942 in simple
rites at the Dambana ng Kagitingan in Mount Samat, Bataan.

He stuck to his prepared speech and did not launch into any lengthy ad libs, apparently in consideration of the
veterans in attendance, many in their eighties and infirm, who had made the iong trip to Mount Samat and waited in

the sun.

“| assure our veterans [and] their families that we are prioritizing your entiflements,” Duterte said in his speech.
He then instructed the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) and the Department of National Defense
(DND) to expedite the release of the AFP retirees' pension credentials from 2008 to 2013 in the amount of
P&,421,000,000.

The government has settled the backlog in disability pensions and made the management of almost 200,000
pension accounts moare efficient, according to the President.

in addition, veterans with conditions and their dependents can be assured of free healthcare at the Veterans
Memoniat Medical Center and 152 veterans-accredited hospitals, Duterte said, adding that he has instructed these

institutions to further improve their services and accessibifity.

He likewise said the government has subsidized the education of more than 2,500 dependents of war veterans
under the Iskolar ng Bayan program.

“These entitlements do not compare to the sacrifices that you have made. But we want you to know, our nation [and]
our people are grateful to you for what you have done and we will do better,” he said.

“No matter what we do, we can never do enough to repay you, But { would like for you to know that your government
is doing much, much more,” he added.

The President then urged the younger generation to recognize the sacrifices of war veterans and treat them with
much respect and deep sense of gratitude.

"We must never forget that we cwe them a deep debt of gratitude. Utang po natin sa kaniia ang ating buhay,” he
added.

Japan, PH: Foes turned good friends
Prior to the speech, the Chief Executive; Ambassador of Japan to the Philippines Kazuhide Ishikawa, and Charge d'

Affaires of the United States Michael Klecheski offered a wreath at the Dambana ng Kagitingan in honor of the fallen
soldiers of the second world war.

Ambassador Ishikawa noted in remarks earlier before Duterte spoke that from being fierce enemies 75 years ago,
Japan and the Philippines are now "new allies for peace, development and rule of law in the region," said the

Japanese ambassador
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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AFP confident of meeting June 30 deadline to neutralize Abu Sayyaf

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) remains confident of neutralizing the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

within the six-month time frame set by President Rodrigo Duterte.

“The AFP is on the right track and Is confident it can meet the timetable of six months within which the
Commander-in-Chief, President Rodrigo Duterte ordered the ASG defeated,” military public affairs office

chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said in a statement Sunday.

This confidence was further boistered by AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio's visit to the officers and
enlisted personnel of Joint Task Group Sulu last April 6.

He went on to urge soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen of the unit to work harder and double time so
that the campaign to eliminate the bandits can meet its June 30 deadline.

“The AFP is midway in its campaign against the Abu Sayyaf, General Afio inspired them to operate at fuli
speed, double or increase the operational tempo some more, The AFP has proven its capacity to inflict

heavy casualties against the terrorist group,” Arevalo stressed.

As this deveiop, Afio said that the bandits are no match to the AFP due to its ability to adopt new tactics
and maneauvers to defeat them.

“We have actually perfected the art of combined and joint operations. We saw the interplay among major
services, and the interplay of each ground troops to deliver in different lines of operation, the maneuvers,

the fire support and the combat leadership,” he added.

Alsc on April 6, Afio along with senior AFP commanders visited the officers and enlisted in Kuta Heneral
Teodulfo Bautista in Sulu.

He also awarded new Glock pistols to the officers who led the successfu! operations against the ASG that
resulted to the recovery of 77 high-powered firearms -- the biggest haul so far in the period of less than

two months.

Afio lauded the troops of the JTF-Sulu for their sacrifices and hard work in implementing his six-month
campaign against the terrorist group.

“(In the past three months) the AFP leadership did not hear a singie complain; everyone did his and her
best in the job. We are very proud of all the soldiers, airmen, sailors and marines who continue to perform
their tasks in line with our thrust against the Abu Sayyaf and cther Iocal terrorist groups,” he added.

(PNA)
JPFEN/PRIAM F. NEPOMUCENO
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Sulu officials offer reward for info on Abu Sayyaf

Westmincom believes the Abu Sayyaf is losing ground in Sulu. AFP Westmincom/File

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines — Local officials of Sulu are aiving rewards to informants with leads on

.the Abu Savvaf in the island province,

Lt. Gen. Carlito Galtvez Jr., commander of Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom),said the
information provided by the local officials and the villagers have contributed fo the rescue of hostages

and to major engagements with the Abu Sayyaf group.

“Some of the local officials, who asked their names be kept for security reasons, are also giving
rewards to their constituents just to give information on the locations of the Kidnap victims and also

the locations of the Abu Savvaf group,” Galvez said.

Galvez did not elaborate on the mechanics of the reward system but said the effort has been vielding results.

“So, with this, they heed the request of the president that the LGUs (local government units) should help us in
thwarting the ASG menace especially in Sulu,” he said.

Last week, the military, following tips from villagers, clashed with a large group of the Abu Sayyaf in the
mountain of Upper Laus, Talipao town, Sulu.

The encounter left 10 militants dead but 32 soldiers were also injured in {he three-hour firefight.

The military is confident of finishing the Abu Sayyaf off in the next three months following the standing orders
of President Duterte, who visited Joio on Saturday, to crush the militants and rescue all their hostages.

Galvez said the Abu Sayyaf group has split up their hostages and have been moving out of their lairs
to evade troops.

“That's an indication that they are losing ground. lt only means two things. either they are frying to
evade massive military operations on Sulu mainland or they are seeing their area has been constricted
considering the populace and the local government units are helping us in locating the group,” Galvez

said.
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