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sible that these OFW
be gran

'Hé said it would

. Dutette hopestob M Yes they’ve been:
home at Teast 5,000 stranded " the clearance. T will fi
overseas' Filip:

. Whatever it was may clearance

i ‘na, about 5,000 of them, wea'li
i . start bringing them ba he
v fixstbatch pagdating ko pagbalik,
°  Inshallab, nandito ra“yimg o,
i isipart of the threa country = Duterte said in his deparﬁtuzjgﬁ

speech here.

o state visits in the Middle East, e
' vhicl During his visit, which

~ whichinclude stops nBahrain -

and Doha, Qatar.” -
.. Dutérte said to be included
- in the discussions ivhig-visits

‘o these counitries would be the -

:started yesterday and will and
-ont April 12, Duferte will meet
- with Saudi King Salman Bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud to discuss

. . L no0L
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* blood money. Insome cases, the

- ment,” Arribas said, .

- “There arelegal processesin -

~ Saudi that need to be respect-
ed. We give legal assistance to
our:countrymen so"they can
- be propetly represented before
 the courts,” he added. .
- Arribas said the Philippine
embassy has also proposed the
inclusion of the problem of il-
legal drugsin the bilateral talks

between Duterte and King

Saltman.

- "We need to gain the codp? =

eration of Saudi in our aim to
combat illegal drugs. There
could be sharing of intelligence
information and capacity-

are not yet for execu-:
ey will have to undergs
es. Others have 10 pay-.
; meeArribag said

‘not just & domes
-tranisnational issue.” :
eabout -
400 Filipihos i Ar

- victims are fellow Filipinos. The > 1N saudi A
- ' tagged in cases related

the Departinenitof:
: its are tallong to'the
families so there can'be a settleé- -

ment agencies,’

1 there ar
in Sandi

Ar

leégal driigs.

. The consul general could
ot confirm Duterte’s state-
ment that he would bring

home with him some Filipiro
migrant workers. He sfressed
though that the embassy. is

~continuously assisting Filipi- -

nos who weré stranded or who
lost their jobs becau

economic downturn, o

“For those with cases, we

cannot just repatriate them:.
But we provide them legal as-
sistance,” Arribas sard.” ..

He also denied claims that
the Philippine Overseas Labor

Office (POLO) in'Riyadh has .

been slow in helping stranded
Filipino workers. — With Alexis
Romero, Ch_ris_tinanMendez_;

tic issue buta’

se of the

jLocal: 6285,5295 |

{ : building of anti-drug enforce-
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ZAMBOANGA CITY - Three militiamen were killed and
11 other government troopers wounded inan encounter with
Abu Sayvaf bandits in a remate village in Sumisip, Basilan
yesterday. .

Capt. Jo-Ann Petinglay, Western Mindanao Command
(Westmincom) spokesperson, said eight of those
wounded were brought to the Camp Navarro General
Hospital for treatment. Three were confined in a hospital
in Basilan.

Soldiers of the 4th Speciat Forces Battalion and the
Civilian Active Auxiliary encountered the bandits in
Barangay Cabcaban at around 7:15 a.m. The troops were
reinforced by soldiers belonging to the First Special
Force Co.

Lt Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., Westmincom chief, said the
bandits retreated after they suffered an undetermined
number of casualties. Pursuit operations are ongoing.

#This incident will not stop us from doing our mandate
_to free communities from the terror these bandits are
causing the people,” Galvez said. :

He said government troops would continue o coordi-

nate with local government units to flush out the Abu Sayyaf
and rescue its remaining hostages. r

Fire hits Army detachment

. B/’}COLOD CITY - A detachment of the 62nd Infantry
attalion in Barangay Carabalan in Himamaylan City, Negr
chldgntasl was razed-by fire on Sunday. R
~ senior Superintendent Fred Trajeras, Bureau i
ton-Negros Island Region directoi, said at ieast%%iiingec
and the personal belongings of the soldiers were destroved
Damage to the fire was initially placed at °350,000. e

— Gilbert Bayoran

~ Roel Parefio
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- -ameanene ‘Doller ‘and Carl::
Mark Nucos—were’ released
in Mati City inDavao Onentai '

Smce ‘then/onty two militi-

provmce on March 24.
S The NPA has: demanded the
suspensmn of rmhtary ‘and ‘po-

licé {Jperatxons in areas Where
_thecaptivés were plaimeci tobe
released. The mlhtary re]ected

the NPA' s demand.

. win Salan Who was taicen in

Stillin captmty are Pfc. Ed-

- tweenugove'rnment troops and
Tebels which-led to the NPA.'-_fr-.

'_umlaterai ceasefire. e
: _ President
‘Duterte ~also. terminated ‘the”

announding ‘it was endmg 1t3 :

‘In 1espohse,.

government's unilateral cease-

fire and canceled the talks. =~

" After some back-channel-"

ing; the fourth round of talks
" resurned in The Netherlands
_lastweek —wn.uAmonMAGaAN-

ua !NQ e
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papa police collared M
thony Bumagat, 28, and Beryjie
Timado, 26, at & compound

in:Barangay. [a
ar

ound 1:30 pm
- -Operatives seized three sa
a-: chets of Suspected shabu and
\ marked money.
>+ s EmmacTerrer,

), was also
0, arrested during an entrapment
- operation with two sachets of

o, arrested durmgane

who will be charged for
d possession of diug. A 3H20%

| for

-3 volver, biillets, a sachet said fo

“member of the Bahala na
Gang, were rounded up dur--

. ing asting at their residence at
around 8:10 pm: =0 :

' The suspects yielded six .
“sachets of suspected shabu-
- and drug paraphernalia.

.. Two other suspects were ar-
rested for possession of illegal
- drugs and firearms by police

officers conducting anti-crime

. operations at the parking lot
* of 4 hospital along Ramirez -
-~ streetin Barangay Novaliches
Proper at-around 9:39 p.m. .

« Frank Bernales, 45, and

" Ethel Oliver Abad, 32, yielded
‘a .22 caliber Magnum Coit re-

“contain shabu and drug para-
‘phernalia upon theiy arrest.”
- In separate anti-ctime op--
erations, police arrested “Edus
ardo Tubera; 24, and Alberio

Revilla, 51... ... . .
Tubera was arrested with
three sachets of suspected

‘shabu, marked money and his

‘motoreycle along Cambridge
atreet in Barangay E. Rodri-
guez at around 7:30 pom. -

~ Meanwhile, Revilla was at-
rested with a sachet of suspect-

‘ed shabu along N.5. Amoranto
" street in Barangay Salvacion at

around 1:30 p.m. — Ghio Ong,
Romina Cabrera '_ '

- In Barangay Bagumbay:
Jino Antonio, 25, and Jim-
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C o and reefs m_the South thna Sea

when :he. salci he had, ordered

troopq to occupy ‘uninhabited
. 1slets and shoals in the Spratiyq .

claimed by the Philippines.

" China’s foreign ministry on

Friday said it hoped tie Philip-

e b

T Duterte sa1d .the Phllip-f
- pmec Wanted peace and friend-
. ship with -China but. ‘Manila
needed to boister what terr;tory_ '
~ithadin the South Chma Seabe-
- ocause “everybody’s grabbing”is-
: ands in‘the Spratly archipelago.
" Mr. Duterte set off alarm bells -
on Thursday, including in Bejjing, -

(Northea

: and not occupy new territories; : -
- .The Philippines occupies Pa-
gasa Island {intérnaticnal nare:
“Thitu Island), Likas Island (West’
‘York: Island), : Parola . Island -
: = Cay)y: Lawak Island -
“(Nanshan “Island), Kota - Tsland
(Loaita Island), Patag Island (Flat

Island), Panata Island {Lankiam

~Island), -Balagtas - Reef:(Irving.

" Reef)and. Ayungxn Shoal (Second'
“"Thomnias Shoal) in the Spratlys. -
¢ In addition, thé'_Phﬂippines“

claims Kagitingan Reef (Fiery
Cross Reef), Calderon Reef {Cudr-

: me couid contm eto pmpe1---'-
- ]y manage mar1t1me dlSputeq
; wsth Chma :
O CETY——wPrFmdent
i Duiterte; on Monday saicl hl_s o1
S der 107 the military. to7einforce
" islands in the South China-Sea
: _controlled by the Phliippmes :
i _amtam the. geopolitical::
palance and: assured Chma that g

.Phlhppme defense’ and nuh-_
fary: ofﬁcxals subsequently clar: "
ified: Mz Duterte’s - commem"s

dered the occupatwn of the io
of ‘nine islands that were. ]usti'
‘near our'shores because there $
‘a heightening of geopohttcal 18-

" olent -low-intensity war over
“here;”:Mr. Duterte told:

teron Ree), Burgos Reet (Gaven

'Reef),: Mabini~ Reef '“(Johnson

South Reef), Pangamban Reef:

i {Mischief Reef), “Zamora | Reef
{Subi:Reef}. and McKennan Reef._
(Hughes: ‘Reef); which are. also’
c}azmed by.Chma and Vletnam L

_ rd hke to address myself t0‘3

sues and:eventually. maybe a vi-

'onference ére befoie Ieavmg
on a thrée-country trip: to the

. Middle East on Monday. -

-+ Mr, Duterte said the Phlhp—
pines would not engage in any
military. buildup and.opposed
any attempt to deploy weapons
on the islands.

“For the mformatmn of Chl—
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--Sﬂuth .-ha. 'a_Sea squarelymn the

ji} ing to stop China from buﬂdmg
= Teefs occupled by the -and: armmg amfn:ral xslands A

”-'thppmes according to Armed th ' :
© Forces of the Phlhppmes Chief

: Chma clalms almos‘s ‘al iof)
-the South Chma Sea: throughf
B illio

' strateglc waterway S “troops.’” e :

- “Mr;Duterte -said the Philip= - A" ) tions. Thave. extended ‘my hand’
' pme__ would- also' strengthen 1ts - mans ‘the BRP S1erraMadre i and: fnendshlp 1o the US- gov
claimtothe resource-rich Benham'* _ 0 ernment,” e Said: 'wm-: ARE
‘Rise; an uhiderwater landmass off o Remforce troops SN Ponrmomaeursns INQU
‘the eastern coast of Luzon - "We will’! reinforce . our i '
. He' said he would’ tena'me'._-twops and ‘build structires,”

 Benhari Risé Phxhppme Riseor jAno told reporters at Davao An--

- Philippine Ridge through aney-; ‘ternational Airport. St

er:utwe orderupo“- réturn to o ‘He, however, did’ notexplam‘-"

' what structires would be built

'onto 1t g he sald i

_ I
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No new weapons Care o

' bemg eyed for islets and " -

ial_:xd feat“ures_ in ’ihe West'-’

"'the m111t££ry to EXEI‘CISEI
- greater control s
The' President - ‘made the

- ‘shortly before departing for -

clarificationiiyesterday, at the

Davao - Internationat Airport -

Saudi Arabia. His pronounce-
ments came .on _the heels of
Beijinig's . voicng - concem

. over his earlier staternent that

he had ordered the military
to-occupy at least nine islets

and - reefs under Philippine
control.

““For the ‘information - of
-Ching, we will ; niot plice there :
o any- nffensme weapons,’ not
evenione gun,” hesaid, -
i ”We are just there to c]alm'_' :

.t ’fureq there to Sngfy atin 1o
outs),” he maintamed,

(it’s .
referring to the Armed Forces
of the Philippines, ...~

-Reacting . to Duterte’s ‘or- -

der, Beijing had urged the.

President to “properly ‘man- .

age” the dispute over areas in

the South China Sea and West .
: P]uhppme Sea.
we s TR t_o nge 6 -
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_"_'cfevelopmen{:
~and the’ U

b trymg to ‘position’ themselve:
strategically and’ I'd like to
If to the Chi
':govemmen andithe ., ambas
sador,” he said, eferrmg
‘Chinese Ambass:
* Jianhua: * : o
1 ordered the occupatwn;‘__ e
of ‘theé 10 or nine islands that " e
are 1ust near our ‘shores b
_cause there sa helghtenmg_'. bout
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Foreig s spokesman - The undersea regict east of

Charles ]ose said Flhpmo 8c 1zon is located off the prov:  need! to prioritizeits pmtectz )

: nices of Au ' 1, including the Benham Bankag + -
/t0 Bertham Rise unimpeded as and is duly recogmzed by'the & ho-take zone,” Oceana Phil-"
itids clear that the Philippines . United Nations in 2012 as the ' ippines vice presxdent Glona_'
- has soverdipn rights over the newest Philippine territory.  Ramos said. - '
“under the UN Convention on Jceana is pushmg for

the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) - .management plan to mnchude |
- Benham Bank; the shallow- ot bi k0
est portwn"' f the unexplored
. - of the: tra

_eastem coast of Lumn : :
.. Bclentist$ studied the un- - s ] S
x- derwater terrain of Benham: '.adaptanon We nieed to act fast' .
> Bank covering 12 research sta- - in’ protecting it from external
. tions and discovered different . threats such -assterriforial en-
ie soft and hard corals, ﬁsh algae":"croaclunents, VF-rﬁ;Sthg and: .
“.and spoNges. i <other exploitative activities,? -
“Based on’ oceanograp}uc ex-- Ramos said. ~ Louise Matireen’ -
: ploratlom there are more than Simeon, Edith Regaf{adu, Pla :
_Contznental Shelf thh'respect" ‘5{] spec;eq of ﬁsh and tiered 'LeeuBrago e
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PNP chlef No Holy Week
break in drug war

: By CECILLE

beaplte the observance of

Holy Week; Philippine Na- -
“ tional Police (PNP) chief Di-
- réctor General Ronald dela
- ‘Rosa warned drug pushers

“and addicts that there will be

‘1o break in the war agamsi*'

*ﬁiegal drugs. -
Dela Rosa sazd the PNP

Week, from Palm Sunday to

. Easter Sunday.on April 15,
L Ne, w:zlaﬁg stop. Con-.
_.tlmzeus, noletup, fuloy-:
~ tuloy,” Dela Rosa told a press

briefing yesterday at Camp
~.-"‘of South Korean businessman

Jee Ick-joo.

Crame, Quezon City. .
Dela Rosa said he does

not encourage or discourage -
any police-officer to do cer-
tain Catholic practices, like .

«carrying the cross or acts of g
- suspected drug offenders to

penitence.

“That's a personal voca- -

tion according to their own
volition. Kung gusto nila (if
they want), go ahead,” he
added. :

More than a month after
the launch of Oplan Double
Barrel Reloaded, the PNP
said that 107 drug suspects
were killed in police opera-
tions, indicating the present

'-'(:ampaxgn was “less bloody”
~than the previous one.

.From March 1 to yester-

day, Dela Rosa said a total of
107 drug suspects have been

killed and 7,940 suspects sur-

© rendered in 4,973 operations.

From July 2016 until Janu-
ary 2017, a total of 2,555 drugs

suspects were killed during
. the PNP’s campaign against
_anti-illegal drugs, excluding

Wou§d_contznue the intenst- " the number of drug person-

fied campaign againstillegal -
- drugs-even during Holy

alities killed by still unknown

‘assailants:

. President Dutertef however

- suspended Oplan Tokhang

following reports that some

‘scalawag policemen were en-
‘gaged in tokhang-for-ransorn,

such as the kidnap and murder

Oplan Tokhang was the

~centerpiece of the PNI's cam-

paign against illegal drugs.
It involved visiting houses of

convince them to surrender or
undergo rehabilitation.

But after a month, Duterte
ordered the PNP to resume its
campaign against drugs last
March as drug iords reportedly
went back to business.

Last March 6, Dela Rosa said
the PNP started implement-
ing high valtue target (HVT)
revalidated, Oplan Tokhang

revisited and doubie barrel
reloaded. .

Under HVT revalidated,
Dela Rosa said the PNP-Drug
Enforcement Group replaced

the Anti-Illegal Drugs Group

that was dissolved amid ac-
cusations that some police-
men used the war on drugs
for shakedown operations.

He noted that under the
rebooted Tokhang, policemen
will be revisiting the houses
earlier subject to knock-and-
plea of suspected drug users.

AFP, too

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFF) will con-
tinue its operations against
rebels and terrorist groups
itke the Abu Sayyaf and the
communist New People’s
Army {NPA) during the
Holy Week.

Military spokesman Brig.
Gen. Restituto Padilla said
no suspension of milifary
operations has been issued
for the Lenten season.

AFP chief Gen. Eduardo
Afio said soldiers were or-
dered to continue efforts to
defeat the Abu Sayyaf and
protect the public from NPA
atrocities.

- With Michael Punong-
bayan, Sheila Crisostomo,
Louella Desiderio
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DELA ROSA

avoid large gatherings, and remain
vigilant at ali times as extremists
target these kinds of places,

Dela Rosa said it is the obligation

of the embassy towarn its citizens if

such infermation are received,

He declined to identify the ter-
I0f group,

Dela Rosa said itis still safe to travel
to Central Visavas and advised foreign
and local tourists to avoid going to
the tri-boundaties of the Philippines,
Indonesia, and Malaysia which is
frequented by the Abu Sayyaf group.

The travel advisory came after

two members of the Tslamic State
~f Iraq and Syria were arrested in
Jaguig City last March 25.
Husayn Al-Dhafire, a Kuwain,
and his wife Rabaf Zira, 2 Syrian,
were atrested by agents of the
Bureau of Immigration on the re-
gues: of the Kuwaith government,
The couple has been in the
countty for at Jeast three months.
Delz Rosa said investigators are
still finding out if the ISIS couple
are involved in the planned kidnap-
pings of foreigners in the Central
Visayas region,
Arsenio Andolong, chief of the
public affairs service of the defense

department, said the DND was
“sutprised” over the issuance of the
US travel advisory, “T am frankiy at
2 loss why that was issued,” he said,
Andolong said the DNID has not
gotten any information to warrant
the issuance of the travel advisory:
Nevertheless, Andolong said the
DBIND respects the US issuance of the
advisory, saying the US merely wants to
ensure the safety of its citizens.
“They've done that in the past
OVer even minor issues such as
rallies and in response to security
simsations, although in this case, it s
not yet clear as to what the basis of
the advisory was,” said Andolong,
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AFP chief:
Abu Sayyaf
no match
for military

Confident of beating the deadline 10
defeat the terrorist group within the next
three months, Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines (AFF) chief Gen. Eduardo Afio
yesterday reminded his men that the Abu
Sayyaf is no match for the military.

Afio said government troops CArrying
out offensives against the enemy should

- now operate at full speed.

#The bandits are no match for us,” Afic
told members of the Joint Task Force {JTF)
Sulu on Thursday.

He urged the troops to work double
time in the campaign to eliminate the Abu
Sayvaf by june 30.

AFP public affairs office chief Col. Ed-

- gard Arevalo said the military is confiderdt
Tt can meet the deadline set by President
Duterte to defeat the bandit group.

“The AFP is midway In its campaign
against the Abu Sayvyaf; General Afio
inspired them to intensify the operations.
The military has proven s capacity toin-
flict heavy casualties against the terrorist
group,” Arevalo said.

Afo visited the Kuta Heneral Teod-
ulfo Bautista in Sulu last week and
distributed Glock pistols to officers
involved in a successful operation
against the Abu Sayyaf that resulted in
the recovery of firearms.

Afio lauded the JTF-Sulu for their
cacrifices and hard work in implement-
ing the six-month campaign against the
terrorist group.

“Iry the past three months, the AFP did
not hear a single complaint. Everyoene did
his and her best in the job. We are very
proud of all the soldiers, airmen, satlors
nd marines who continue to perform their
tasks in line with our thrust against the Abu
Sayvaf and other local teyrorist eroups,” he
said. - Michael Punongbayan
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- o after terror groups, part

larly the Abu Sayyaf.

But if you re-

- Sayyaf, under the umbrella of

Al-Qaeda or TSIS — ‘that's a dif-
© ferent story” Duterte said. .+ &
LBkl ifir’_g’)_uid__gli__k_e__ to advise - gp

“But

ty 561i-

- member the Maute' connected sajc
- with the terronist group of Abu' " seric

102022 embod- i
ensive approach.

to 'ﬁﬁé: extreme of :h';_a'&i}_rig o
ary

: dep_lciyﬁiénfg‘ if ﬁé_(iés s :

urists
areas”

~ where terror groups’like the
©.Abu Sayyaf operate

é«: He

aid

- people dre our brothers an
sisters,” he added.” 7
i And we should not be eter-
+.nally forever seemingly afraid
~of them. They're good people,
but you hardly talk to them so
- they think we're angry at them,”
- he said in Filipino and Bnglish,
“But you know they are all Fili-
pinos like us. And we treat it as
1s,” Duterte said.
) Addressing terrorist,

Philipp pokesman

- Brig, Gen Restituto Padilla said
- security forces “are ever vigi- -

lant and proactively engaged
to deter any threats posed on
travelers, specially during the
long holidays this week.”
Philippine National Police
chief Director General Ronaldo

“dela Rosa, however, said there

is specific threat of kidnapping
in Central Visayas although his

-In a travel advisory posted
onits website, the US embassy
said it “has received unsub-
stantiated yet credible infor-

" mation that terrorist groups
may attempt to conduct kid-

nappings in Central Visayas,

‘which includes both Cebu
“and Bohol provinces. ~ With
Christina Mendez Michael
‘Punongbayan and Cecille
‘Suerte-Felipe -
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s managed to cajc
the meetmg, the gt

. nt Happy an
fo Whﬂe his‘team 'was alrea
te gave thém a call. Heé

territory to therebels. The commurists
their ¢

tivities and instructed his pantel never to-concede any 111..1\.4&1.‘ agusan, Compostela V. Al
" A ¥

“revolutionary taxes” will continue 'despite the on-
going negotiations.

Thad along conversation with a businesstnan from

the Caraga region a few weeks ago. He complained

NPA extortion activities have become more brazen,

and more encompassing. Small businesses formerly
ignored by the rebel tax collectors were now being ap-
proached for regular payments. He has since avoided
going to his farm.

. _ P :
escalated their attacks apparently in aid of extortion.
They: burned ‘down millions worth ‘of heavy equip=".
ment belonging to vulnerable c:ornparues engaged in-:
agribusinesses. Either the spike in such types of at--
tacks were inténded for the rebels to nake hay before -
a ceasefire kicks in of an indication the collection of

' fhe plantation of Sumifru (Philippines) Corp in Ma-"

g0, spokesman for th' agratian..

o, (ARBS

erely af fect

ood'of familie; dependen on the enterprise,
. Harlier, ebels attacked a banana proces

oused with gasoline an

ave 11mﬁed back to its hangat.’
On March 27, a little past noon,

laybalay, Bukidnon. As in the other similar attacks;

" they burned down equipment and vehlcles used by.'
. the enterprise. -

‘One agribusiness investor could only fret ”AII Ehe
while, I thought agricultural development is a priority,
but the continuous harassment and extomon actlvmes _

" of the NPA prove otherwise.”

ARBs spokesman Maningo adds: "’Our zndusiry '
is already hampered with problems. We have low

- productivity because of pests and diseases, drought,”

flooding...but the i insurgency ismost alarmmg We are’
scared for our lives.” _ : :
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 position from the communists regarding what they
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befofe"thﬁ_?ésti
‘roundof thécu
. dlé not do 5067
-+ The Armed
“also did not -declare a unllateral-_._g-
ceasefire S i
- Inshort, while the negohators on
‘both sides wear broad smiles as they
pose for photo opportunities at the
start and end of each session, their
forces on the ground are grim-faced
and ready, willing to kill each other
with every weapon in their respec-
tive arsenals. _

This. s1tuatlon does not mspn'e
confidence at all that the talks will
make significant progress.
~ The military now tries to go on
theoffensiveinareas wherethe New
People’s Army (NPA) operatesand to
decimatetheranks of therebelswith
theirsuperiornumber and weapons.

':‘barg ning Chlps mthe negotiations:
andasa propaganda tool to show -
that they are a force to reckon with:

Previous peace talks starting

in the post-Edsa era did not go far

enough, aside from agreements on

security ofnegotlators and oninter-

nationalhuman-rights agreements.
. The focus of the talks—the
substantive matters involving so-
cial and economic reforms, as well
as political and constitutional re-
forms— 1l take time to thresh

out, even as the two sides already
-‘have working drafts.

_ Both panels appeared optimistic
when they faced the media at the
start of the fourth round of talks,
but acknowledged that the nego-
tiations would be tough even as the
Norwegian government still stands

gets, sucb asleaders of the ;
Commumst Party ofth e_Ph11_1ppmes .

arson. And, fourth, therebelsshould
release all their captives.

- The NPA is'not expected to stnp}_.-f-'

revoluuonarytaxes andrefrainfrom :
. ¢riminalacts; svich as extortioh and

the collection of revolutionary taxes

asthisisthesource of fundstomain-
tain their standing army and mass
orgamzat:ons '

-Andifthe m1htarywﬂlnot budge. 2

from its all-out war stance, there

isn't lzkely to be a Jomt cease-fire.

anytime soon.
GREF ‘chief negotlator and Labor

Secretary Silvestre H. Bello Il has
said he expects a difficult phase in |

the peace talks with the NDF “given
the diversity of the positions taken
by the parties on the issuesat Hand”.

g, as third-party facilitator. - 2l no. (02) 845-9555 Locak: 5285, 5295
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- peace’ talks to foduce drafhatic s
_ d hostlhtxes takmg'_:

~and foige a nomprehenszve agree«-
:fment then we will gladly welcome
L ‘ch:s after 50 long years of vxolence

T “t-maif ernhil@yahoo.com.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 3

Army Core Purpose: Servi% pecple. Securing the land.




Army Vision. By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: vacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no, {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

I\ April 2017

- US TROOPS

diers to their quarters to avoid a
“Pemberton-like incident” frorm
happening anew, referring t© the
conviction in Olongapo City of
US Marine Joseph Scott Pem-
herton of the killing of Jeanifer
Laude, 2 transgender womar. it
becomes very necessary for these

The Nationa! Nowspaper

Asnerican soldiers to leave, they

will be escotted by troops of the
Philippine Army.

Several months ago, in the heat of
his impassioned speech, President
Rodrigo Duterte announced the
scrapping of the Balikatan exercises,
saying that the Philippines was not
able to gain anything from these
events. This was during the time

former President Barack Obama
used to criticize Duterte for his
agpressive war against illegal drugs
shat resuited in numerous deaths of
drug pushers and addicts.

As in other spur-of-the-moment
comments, Duterte later rescinded
this announcement, thus the imple-
mentation of Balikatan this month.

Ttis well and good for the Amer-

Page: g 2

jcan side in this joint activity t©
accede to operational reforms in
the conduct of Balikatan. Since
the event is chserved and im-
plemented in various places in
the Philippines, it is but proper
for Philippine authorities to take
control of the nitty-gritty matters
such as physical arrangements and
the conduct of the participants.
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Patrolling troops clash with Abus in Basilan

S Lul Claudio oo spo vl 00T a0 Dl _ ,
A heavy armed confrontaticn ensued between patrolling troops of the Joint Task Force Basilan and members

of the Abu Sayyaf Group in Sumisip, Basilan early this morning (April 10).

Personnel of the 4th Special Forces Battalion, who established a detachment in Barangay Cabcaban, Sumisip,
Basilan, encountered the said Abu Sayyaf bandits while they were conducting security patrol in the said area at

7:15am.
At around 7:45am, the engaging troops were reinforced by the 1st Special Forces Company, who were being
fired at by the withdrawing bandits as the troops were traversing the said temporary patrol base in Barangay

Cabeaban.

As of press time, pursuit on the evading enemy forces is currently being conducted by the Special Forces
following bloodstains left by the fleeing bandits.

As a result of the earlier engagements, five (5) members of the Civilian Active Auxiliary (CAA) sustained
wounds, whiie three (3} CAA members were kiiled in action. Six (6} other soidiers were also wounded during

the second encounter.

Eight (8) of the wounded were brought to Zamboanga City for further medical attention at the Camp Navarro
General Hospital (CNGH) of the Western Mindanao Command, while three (3} were admitted in a hospital in
Basilan.

“Our engaged troops have recently estabiished a detachment in Barangay Cabcaban in response to the call of

the local government of Basilan {o secure the area from the threats posed by the Abu Sayyaf bandits. Qur
soldiers are on security patrols when the encounter occurred,” said Lieutenant General Carlito G. Galvez, Jr.,

Commander, WestilinCom.
“The military will continue to secure the area and work with the local chief executives to contain the Abu Sayyaf

bandits in the barangay,” added Lieutenant General Galvez.

“This incident will not stop us from doing our mandate, in order to free the community from the terror these

bandits are causing the peopie.
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Abu Sayyaf member surrenders to military in Basilan
By: Cynthia D. Balana - Reporter/ @cvnchdbiNG

Fhilippine Daily Inguirer 7/ 07:20 PM April 10, 2017

A mstmber of the dreaded Abi Sayyaf Group (ASG) and a known follower of sub-leader Nurhassan Jarmir

surrendered to the Joint Task Force Basiian last Saturday apparently tired of military pressure on the terrorist
group.

A report from the Armed Forces of the Philippines’ Western Mindanao Command (Wesmincom) said Ferdauz
Asgari, alias Mammong, surrendered to troops from the 74th Infantry Battalion in Poblacion in Tipo-Tipo town.

Asgari also surrendered his caliber .30 M1 Garand rifie (Springfieid) and a clip ioaded with eight live ammunition.

Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., Wesmincom commander, lauded Asgari’s surrender and expressed hope that more
Abu Sayyaf members wouid follow suit.

“The recent surrender onty manifests that the pressure employed by the military and the coordination made by
the Joint Task Force Basilan with the local government and the people of Basilan have compelled the Abu

Sayyaf bandits to surrender to the government forces,” Galvez said.

‘I commend the men and women of the Joint Task Force Basilan, led by Colonel Juvymax Uy, for this
achievement, which is a result of the intensified conduct of focused military operations in the province.”

Meanwhile, in Barangay Cabcaban in Sumisip, Basilan, patrolling troops from the 4th Special Forces Battalion
clashed with ASG on Monday morning.

The soldiers were immediately reinforced by the 1st Special Forces Company, which were fired upon by
withdrawing ASG members bandits.

As of press time, pursuit operations against ASG members were ongoing as Special Forces men followed a

biood trail by fieeing terrorists.

in the first encounter, five members of the Civilian Active Auxitiary were wounded while three CAA members
were killed in action. Six other soldiers were also wounded during the second encounter.

“The military will continue to secure the area and work with the local chief executives to contain the Abu Sayyaf

bandits in the barangay,” Galvez said.

“This incident will not stop us from doing our mandate, in order to free the community from the terror these
bandits are causing the people,” he siressed.
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PA assures safety of 2 detained ISIS members

MANILA, April 10 (PNA) -- The Phifippine Army (PA) has assured the safety of two members of the terrorist
group Islamic State of Irag and Syria (1SIS) who were formally turned over to its custody last Saturday.

"The inmates are in safe place which is not easily accessible. Clearance and approval for visits shall be
granted by the Bureau of Immigration (Bl},” said Army spokesperson Lt. Col. Ray Tiongson.

Tiongson said the two were turned over to them last Aprit 8, around 11:55 a.m., following the request of the
Department of Justice (DOJ) to Department of National Defense (DND), to provide temporary detention facility

for the two foreign detainees.

On March 25, Bl agents arrested Kuwaiti Husayn Al-Dhafiri and Syrian national Rahaf Zina in Taguig City.

Based on intelligence reports provided by the AFP and the information given by the Kuwaiti government, Al-
Dhafiri is a member of the Islamic State of Irag and the Levant (ISIL), alsoc known as ISIS.

Al-Dhafirl is allegedly involved in explesives manufacturing and possibly on operational planning against
Kuwait, while Rahaf is the widow of the slain Abu Jandal Al-Kuwaiti, who is the number two military
commander of the ISIS operating in Syria. (PNA)

/PRIAM . NEPOMUCENO

www.mindanaotimes.net

2 reported NPAs arrested over IED

poanns oo April 10, 2017 . Rhoda Grace Saron
TWO ALLEGED members of New People’'s Army { NPA) were arrested by the 67th infantry Battalion afier they

were caught defonating an improvised explosive device at Sitio Magong-ong, Barangay San Rafael, Cateel,
Davao Oriental on Saturday afternoon.

Capt. Alexandre Cabales, acting chief of Division Public Affairs Office (DPAO), said the troops of 67th IB on
board two KM450 from Sitio Yapsay, Barangay Taytayan, Cateel were heading towards Sitio Tagadao,San

Rafael when an IED exploded at around 1 p.m.

The troops immediately jumped from the vehicles and assumea defensive positions.

Two suspects were then arrested in a follow-up operation. They were identified as Ronron Bacquiao alias
Gong-gong and Jode!l Nunez alfias JB who was allegedly the one who triggered the device.

They recovered a backpack from the suspect containing one cellphone, one blasting cap, one set of battery

and 50-meter electrical wire.

The apprehended suspects were interrogated and presented to the Cateel police for proper filing of cases.
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Armed forces: on right track to beat Abu Sayyaf

Published April 10, 2017. 5:40 PM

By Francis T. Wakefield
~The-chief-of the-Armed Forces of the Philippines=Public-Affairs Office {AFP-PAD) said that the military is on the

right track in defeating the terrorist Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG).

o
Members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (Mark Baimores | Manila Bulletin)

Marine Colonei Edgard Arevalo, chief of Armed Forces PAO, said the AFP is confident it can meet the
timetable of six months within which the President Rodrigo Duterte ordered the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

defeated.

During his visit to operating units in Suiu, AFP Chief of Staff General Eduardo Afio rallied soldiers, sailors,
marines, and airmen of Joint Task Force Sulu and urged them to speed up its campaign to strategically
eliminate the ASG within the specified time frame of up to June 30, 2017.

“The AFP is midway in its campaign against the Abu Sayvaf, Genera!l Afio inspired them to operate at fuli
speed, double or increase the operational tempo some more. The AFP has proven its capacity to inflict heavy

casuatties against the terrorist group,” Arevalo said.
ARo, on the other hand, stressed that the Abu Sayyaf are noc match to the military.

“We have actually perfected the art of combined and joint operations. We saw the interplay among major
services, and the interplay of ground troops to deliver in different lines of operation, the maneuvers, the fire

support and the combal leadership,” Afic declared.
On Thursday, Afic along with senior Generals of the AFP visited the officers and men in Kuia Meneral Teodulfo
Bautista in Sulu.

He awarded new Giock pistols to the officers who led the successful operations against the ASG that led to the
recovery of a .50 Caliber Heavy Machine Gun, an 60mm Mortar, thousands of ammunition, 4 machine gun,
mortar rounds, 40 mm. rounds, assorted M-18, M-14, Carbines, Garand rifles, FALN, and other war materigl,
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Amid travel warning, AFP assures safety of Americans in PH

By: Yuji Vincent Gonzales - Reporter / @Y GonzalesiNG
INQUIRER niet / 03:20 PM April 10, 2017

" The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} on Monday assured Americans in the country that they have nothing
to worry about their safety amid a {ravel advisory issued by the United States Embassy in Manila warning its
citizens to be careful in going to Central Visayas due to kidnapping threats.

Military spokesperson Col. Edgard Arevale said the military had always employed security measures against
threats from local and international terror groups.

“The AFP, in support of the PNP, is committed to ensuring the safety, security, and well-being of people residing
in or sojourning in the Philippines- whether Filipinos or nationals of other countries. We have instituted measures

and proactive steps to toward that direction,” Arevaic said in a statement.

“Arrests have been made of people with links or pessibly connected to local or international terrorist
organizations. We have been successful so far in warding off security threats without announcing the

meritorious results,” he added.
The US Embassy in Manila on Sunday warned its citizens to be careful in going to Central Visayas, citing

"unsubstantiated yet credible information” that terrorist groups may attempt to conduct abductions there.

Fhilippine National Police (PNP) chief Ronald "Bato” dela Rosa on Monday aiso confirmed the existence of
terror threats, citing information from the regional director of the Police Regional Office in Region VI,

Arevalo said the AFP respecis the right and mandate of the US government or any other country to issue such

advisory and protect its citizens,

“They have the obligation to protect their citizens by issuing advisories to their citizens that they 'should be
mindful of the importance of taking preventative measures to ensure their safety and security while traveling

and residing in the Philippines,” he said.

"To further this objective, the AFP will actively collaborate with its American counterparts, and those from other
countries when warranted, to address any security concerns,” Arevalo added. JE/rga
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AFP still under 'white alert’ for Holy Week
MANILA, April 10 (PNA) - Military alert ievel in Metro Manila remains at "white" or the fowest possible as it is

yet to detect any security threat for the Holy Week.

"(Alert levels) is still at 'white', It is still normal at the National Capital Region. Area commanders have the say
elsewhere in the country based on their existing security situation,"Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla in an interview with the Philippine News Agency Monday.
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“White alert” is followed by "blue" which means that 50 percent of all available troops and vehicles must be
available for instant deployment, and "red", the highest, means 100 percent of all personnei and assets must

be ready for inmediate depioyment if needed. (PNA)

PRIAM F. NEPOMUCENGC
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AFP reactlon to us Adwsory to ItS citizens

< Lut Claudio :
The AFP in support of the PNP is commtt’ted to ensurmg the safety, security, and well-being of people

residing in or scjourning in the Philippines- whether Filipinos or nationals of other countries.

“We have instiiuted measures and proactive steps to toward that direction. “Arrests have been made of people
with finks or possibly connected to local or international terrorist organizations.

“We have been successful so far in warding off security threats without announcing the meritorious results.
“We respect the right and mandate of the US Government— and that of any other countries’ for that matter.

“They have the obligation to protect their citizens by issuing advisories to their citizens that they "should be
mindfui of the importance of taking preventative measures to ensure their safety and security while traveling
and residing in the Philippines.’ "To further this objective, the AFP will actively coilaborate with its American
counterparts, and those from other countries when warranted, to address any security concerns.”
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AFP, PNP Create Jomt Cm! Re!atlons Committee

Lul Claud
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CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City ~ The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine National
Poiice (PNP) signed a Joint Letter Directive creating the Joint AFP-PNP Civil Relations Committee (JAPCRC)

at the AFP General Headquarters, Friday, April 7.

~*The JAPCRC-shall coordinate and synchronize- AFRP- Civil-Military-Operations (EMO}-and -PNP- Community - e

Relations {(PCR) to better implement our peace and development programs particularly in conflict-affected
communities,” Colonel Edgard Arevalo, AFP Public Affairs Chief said.

Major General Melguiades L Feliciano, AFP Deputy Chief of Staff for CMO and Police Chief Superintendent
Noe! G Constantine, Acting Director for PCR signed the letier directive with key officials from the AFP and PNP

in attendance.

The JAPCRC was patterned on the existing Joint AFP-PNP Intelligence Committee (JAPIC) and will support
the proposed Revised National Joint Peace and Security Coordinating Center (JPSCC) Organization.

“This serves as a venue for us fo strengthen mechanisms for the integration and collaboration of our afforts for
Jjoint civil relations operations; with the end view of realizing the Filipinc's aspirations for peace, security,

stability, and progress,” PCSupt Constantine said.

The JAPCRC aims to ensure efficient, responsive and coordinated civi! relations efforts in support of national
security and development objectives. It will also recommend areas where the AFP or the PNP shall take the

lead or support role in the conduct of joint ¢ivil relations activifies.

Another funstion of the JAPCRC is to coordinate civil relations aspect of all AFP-PNP law enforcement, internal
security, and counterterrorism efforts. The functions wili be replicated at the area, regional, and provincial

levels.

Among the aclivities to be conducted under the joint effort are strategic crisis communications; creation of joint
quick response teams during emergencies; conduct of joint training activities, medical, dental, veterinary, and
engineering civic action projects; and joint humanitarian civic assistance.

"Public support and good community reiations are crucial to the successful performance of military and police
functions. Both the AFP and the PNP acknowledge this and have long sought the support and assistance of
the civilian populace in the performance of their different but interrelated mandates,” Colone! Arevalo said.

“It is imperative that the AFP and PNP work closely and support each other in addressing all threats to nationa!
peace and security and aif the same fime, it is necessary for both organizations to maintain their legitimacy

among the people they serve,” General Eduarde ARo, AFP Chief of Staff said

Through the creation of the JAPCRC, we hope to further establish a stronger and more active relationship with
our people and stakeholders in building a better and peacefui nation,” General Afic concludes.
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Duterte orders DBM to hasten pension release for veterans

Lui Claudio co
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PILAR, BATAAN — President Rodrigo Roa Duterte promised that his administration will priaritize the
entitlements of war veterans as he led the commemoration of the 75th Araw ng Kagitingan in Bataan.

*| assure our veterans [and] their families that we are prioritizing your entitlements,” Duterte said in his speech
at the Mt. Samat National Shrine on Sunday, April 9.

The Chief Executive instructed the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) and the Department of
National Defense (DND) to expedite the release of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) retirees’ pansion

credentials from 2008 to 2013 in the amount of PRPS, 421,000,000,

The government has settled the backlog in disability pensions and made the management of almost 200,000
pension accounts more efficient, according to the President.

In addition, veterans with conditions and their dependents can be assured of free healthcare at the Veterans
Memorial Medical Center and 152 veterans-accredited hospitals, Duterte said, adding that he has instructed

the said institutions to further improve their services and accessibility.

He likewise said the government has subsidized the education of more than 2,500 dependents of war veterans
under the iskolar ng Bayan program.

"These entitlements do not compare te the sacrifices that you have made. But we want you to know, our nation
[and]} our people are grateful to you for what you have done and we will do better,” he said.

"No matter what we do, we can never do enough to repay you. But | would like for you to know that your
government is doing much, much more,” he added.

The President then urged the younger generation to recognize the sacrifices of war veterans and treat them
with much respect and deep sense of gratitude.
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“‘We must never forget that we owe them a deep debt of gratitude. Utang po natin sa kanila ang ating buhay,”
he added.

Prior fo the speech, the Chief Executive, Ambassador of Japan to the Philippines Kazuhide Ishikawa, and

~Gharge d"Affaires of the United States-Michael Klecheski-offered a-wreath-at-the Dambana ng-Kagitingan ipom

honor of the fallen soldiers of the Second World War,
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