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Filipinc workers
. President Duterte will also.at
ness forun at the:Capital Club of
prirhe ‘organization of compan
and bankers liere; The Philippins
“tear #t possinle-opportun
economic exchianges; tradé ‘and investme
and HoUHSH A T D

‘He will attend a Filipino communify event

to be héld at the Khalifa Sports Stadium. -

“Thousands of Filipinos are eagerly awaiting
10 see and hear fhe President speak to them,”
Ver said, “They ate anxions and excited to hear
direét from ‘him his programs, his pians for

the workers hére - for their welfare, for their

protection —and what they can fook forwardto ..
in the Philippines under his admiinistration.” -
There are around 60,000 Filipino work- .
ers inl Bahrain ifi practically all employment -
categories, said Ver. “And we want to nurture

and elevate these overseas Filipine workers as
partners. They're practically the best example
of our best ambassadors here.” -

And aithough the Filipino community here,
compared to Filipino communities in other
countries, is small, it is always in the top 20 a5
sources of remittances. In 2014, they were No. 1%

. center where OFWs ¢

‘time spent on documentatio
ee turned entrepreneur here, said this is the g
" a migrant worker here that she has seena .

' president who reached out to the OFWs and
implemented a one-stop service center

ing from one govern
i ariother to compléte all the

- “This may bea small thing,
an OFW,it really made

ally m

.7 One-stop center 5
. The OFWs in Bahrain a

President Duterte for
. 'he really cares and that he really

of various government  wants tp know the ‘situation-of his

thereby reducing transportation expenses and - ' countrymen here how the Filipinos:
* live:in Bahrain and what is their

n formalities.. -

formeremploy- | Status” e
“. . President Duterte will attend a

- Filipino comimunity event tobe held at

‘the Khalifa Sparts Stadium ‘at 6 p.m.

ot Friday (11 p.m., Manila time).

- Lestie Arlen Gardugu

first time in her rmore than'a decade of being -

Cristalyn Pastrana, another OFW worlk-
ing at the Sheraton Bahrain Hotel, said
President Duterte is “already doing a great
job.” She added: “I just returned home jast
year shortly after he was elected President
and I can tell you, and I consider that to be
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 here means agreat deal to Filipinos
- living and working in this Middle
East state, “because it shows that
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* blockaded the rich w:
- all'but its own fishermen

" last Wgek confir

aded the rich waters from-

lagoon, .o

il f X

| ellastyear ruled the shoal should

be freely fished by all, China’s .-
coastguard was still clearly calling ..

| theshots, s o e
‘Alerted toour presence by Chi

| and two-way radios, a coastguard
| vessel sped toward us before los-
ing track of our boat in the mass of

similar looking craft surrounding

|
|

i

| the prized fishing grounds.

i Months in planning, the 200-
! km (124-mile) journey from the
| Philippine coast to the shoal took.
f 18 hours in a narrow, 12-meter (40-
! foot) fishing boat. .

- Earlier trips had to be cancelled
| when storms made the crossing
!' too dangerous. On this journey, a
- Second vessel was hired to accom-
pany usasaprecaution against bad
weather or breakdowns.

Space was limited on rudimen-
tary wooden boats that are stead-
ied by bamboo cane outriggers held
together by reams of fishing line. .
There’s no power, and no roof, just
a tarpaulin sheet to shelter from

AIMTY WUl G

- andfuelw

. Butwhile an international pan. e

nese fishermen holding ‘cameras

 avoid disrupiing men inside who cast
. Defsorspear for fish. Interviews were

- conducted withmasked divers treading )

5

generator to chiarge batteriés
. Life in ‘Waterworld’ .

ert of water, a huge flotilla of fishing

In the distance, a Chinese

coastguard ship guarded the

mouth of the reef, preventing the
larger boats from entering, -

China and the Philippines have
sparred for decades over owner-

- ship of this prized lagoon, but with

relatiotis improved, Filipino boats
now anchor alongside Chinese

.. vessels. ..

We watched as barefooted men

 inleggings, long-sleeves, caps and

gloves trade freely with each other,
Using hand signals, they swap
cigarettes or fish, in scenes remi-
niscent of “Waterworld,” the 1995
Kevin Costner film, where polar
ice caps have melted and post-
apocalyptic tribes live on boats.
We joined fishermen riding
small boats over the damaged
coral wall of the lagoon, careful to

atherstrandi t . TheChn (
. .. luxurious compared.
also-cameras, fripods; life jackets, . Filipinos, some of which are barely
as well as a satellite phone and small - cmore thanrafts. | 50 oo e T

enerator to ch i3 - Clothes and drying fish were
- from the ropes that hold these craft
~together; the smell overpowered by
diesel fumes. Makeshift
- livelobisters trailed behind,

~-borough are swift, seizing what they
. can during what many fear may only -
be atemporary truce.. :

vessels fa y from ho
up with bows pointing toward the
bright green shoal. = .. -

‘eramandsun. . ... water andwesnorkel over thereefwith
ere brought to last a week

coral and sealife; ..
- The Chinese bo are robust, an
with those:of the:

 waterproof camers, checking out the

ung

e cages of .-

‘For many Filipinos; trips to Se:

~ But some stay for months, selling
their catch to bigger boats, and tap-
ping new arrivals for fresh supplies to
sustain them a few days longer, B

- Beijing maintains it has the right
to control the shoal, in defiance of
the Permanent Court of Arbitration
which last year deemed Scarborough
a traditional fishing ground for “many
nationalities” . .

China’s foreign ministry said this
week Scarborough was “an inherent
part of Chinese territory” and the
coastguard was there to administer
fishing and preserve the peace and
tranquility, _

The Filipinos cooperate, but remain
wary. ‘

“They’re not here to protect us,” said
fishermen Vicente Palawan, “Not so long

" ago, they were water-cannoning us.” -
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By JAIME LAUDE

One of the six Abu Sayyaf
terrorists killed in a gun bat-
tle with security forces on
Tuesday in Bohol was a com-
mander and spokesman for
the terror group and had taken
part in the kidnapping and

. beheading of two Canadians
- and a German in the past year.

The Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines (AFP} and the Philippine
National Police (PNF} confirmed
yesterday the death of Maumar
Askali, alias Abu Rami, in clashes

- with soldiers and policemen in

. Sitio llaya, Barangay Napo in
Inabanga, Bohol iast Tuesday.

“First, we have sources inside

Screen grab from a video released by the Abu

that initiaily told us that Abu

. ; . Sayyaf in 2015 shows the bandits surrounding
Rami was among those killed dur- their hostages — two Canadians, a Norwegian and
ing the encounter apd secondly, . a Filipina. Inset shows an undated photo of Maum-
we compared the picture of Abu | mar Askali, alias Abu Rami, a key Abu Sayyaf

Rami to the picture of slain Abu c?!:;mafnder who wa; blamed for tge bghea?ng
, . o . of the foreigners and was apparently attempting
f:s}gri{agzzlS;;)E;izanzgi\ali;ﬂ;11:‘3; i another kidnapping mission in Bohol. " AR
Gen. Eduardo Afio said in a press
briefing at Camp Aguinaldo.
Afio said Askali’s death was a
big blow to the Abu Sayyaf as the
slain militant had been a zealous
commander and spokesman, and
a ruthless ransom negotiator.
“1f they have further plans to
Turn to Page 2
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.';-_:_Merz' Was réportedly

f’ accordmg to a police pros

~tral P

. and Basilan. - - .
- While the bold kldnappmg
" attempt appears to have been.
foiled, the militants™ success -
in penetrating the bustling re-
- glonof beach resorts and: o’cher"'_
- popular attractions could raise.

ht offth

leader who was kille:

“IE was Abu Say

 known attempt to carry out
hdnaﬁpmgs deep in the cen="
: 1hppme heartland,-far-
fromithe grouip’s ]ungle lairsin
fSulu

the southern provmce

"~ concern among tourists and

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLI

busginessmen.
Bohoi island Hes about 640

the Holy, Week

Geaman hostages. . -

. He also dlsmzsc;ed reports
 that the group could be plot-

ting to the sabotage the sched-
uled ASEAN ministerial meet-
ing'in Pangiao nextweek.”

~“They are in dire need of_
‘money and they rrught be in’
Bohol to acclimatize in the area.
‘while targeting as many hos-
Afio said, adding the
- three pump boats used by the 195

tages,”
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ts, he said, need’
money after failing to get-
ransom from the families of
their executed Canad1an and*-_

Local: 5285, 5295 |
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services, including avery yourg
the fallen Saldua, a graduate of

emy Class 0f 2015, .

Meﬂorza, 51,.said a'relative of
her _Iflusbaﬂd named }osehto"__ €

.

a armyZDiZ@gma:! com — Tel no. (D2} §45-8556 Lo

officer” said Afio, referring to -
- tus eighit companions
- the Philippine Mlhtary Acad—_ :

e _5010. o
1 congratulate our troops  identified the slan Abi, Sayyaf
and]aw enforcers fora ]ob well
dorie: Ialso pass on out sincer- -
est condolence 0 %he families

: .--ZaJde Tutuan

. he po
~on foot patrol when thev were
_'mformec__i about the a c

Abu Sayvaf mi litants have::" ar

cal: 5285, 5285 ’

ng drigs inside'a hotuse'in a’
coastal village; Police arrested |

Pohce__Ciuef Insp; EL

member as; ‘Matiling Addusi,
a henchman of Abu C:ayyaf
leader Alhabsy Misas

Reports sal
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:':'seen as one of future Ieaders of
~an Abu Sa}*yaf group thatconld

"-'Ian) Sahiron,” Ano said.-
The military it Sulu' con-
_.f;rmed that Ranu was one of

;-the Ab"' af bandits. killed
_z-by g6 .ernment rcesinBohol,
Brig, Gen, Cirilito Sobejana,
_cammancier of the ‘military’s

amp Agumaldo, Quezon City,
~Afio described Raini as “a very.
notorious Abu Sayyaf leader” Te-
"gponsible for several atrocities, '

- Afio said troops took. the-
pzcture of Rarni after his death
and that captured Abu Sayyaf

. bandits identified. Rami.’
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licemen _
_ The security fo ces sel he bandat ntified
. recentweeks control of two of the ‘houses, arT er-his. death,, el

o Intellsgence reports mdicat- -___-'fdnvmg ‘the. gunmen to the
_ed that Rami’s group; tnoved t0 - third house of to the bu hes
“Bohol to link up . with Alden -where  philippine Al ‘orCH
Yusup, an Abu Sayyaf léader gunships ‘it them with bt}mb :
_.operatmg “rthe g _Central inthe afterpoon- S
._Vlsayan 1sla.nd the sourcesatd. Six- “of the gunmen, 1 '
- The  source said . Rami's .. Ing. - Rami, were killed

-'group feft: Suiu fmm Tongkxllf. : fightmg and alrsmkes :
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tounsts in Boho!

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

Thete is no need for toirists or

‘Lenten travelers to cancel their trips
to Bohol as security forces have con-
tained threats from the Abu Sayyaf

Abella was with President Duterte
in Saudi Arabia, the first leg of the
Chief Executive’s three-nation Mid-
dle East tour.

“The public should have no cause
for alarm as the situation is contained

darkness mtog :
: an of I{nabangé were leleld
| on Taesday in a gun battie
“{pnth soldiers: and policemen.
5 One of the fatalities was
. Abu:Sayyat comm ander
| Moammar . Askali, who ! had
- takenpartin the Kidnapping
. and beheading of two Capa—
| anda German: "
dla'?ﬁe clash last: Tuesday
also killed three soldters and
man. .
] pﬁ?ﬁi Palace c%mmtie:gls
‘Hmely action of our mii-
t??v and gohce that thwartencii
the evil plans of some arr?e
| lawless elements to SOW ea.;
and terror in the province o
Bohol,” Abella said.

terror group, presidential spokesman
Ernie Abella said yesterday in Saudi
“Arabia.

But even as he allayed concerns
over possible terror activities, Abella
advised the public to remain vigilant.

and our security forces are in control.
The government is exerting all efforts
to maintain peace and order,” he said.

“We encourage everyone to keep
calm but remain alert and vigilant and

Turnto Page 2

assistance from the govern- -
ment,” he added; i
-~ The commander of the"
Aty unit that led the fire-
fight with the Abu Sayyafin
| .“Bohol said it was now busi-
ness as usual in the province.

But Maj. Gen. Jon Aying,
commander of the Army’s
3rd Infantry Division, said
people should remain vigi-
lant as other members of the
terror group were on the run
after Tuesday's encounter.

- Gilbert Bayoran
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. tht?lr home province

last Tuesday four government soldiers and five a]}eged

Abu Sayvaf Group (ASG) rebelsiwere killed int anen- -
counterin Sitio Thaya, Barangay Napoin Inabanga town,:
Bohol. According to reports the ASG isled by a certam .

: Abu Ramii whom we have not heard before. | 2
The ASG apparen%ly used fast running ”Kump1ts

whmh they ‘used to sail:from eithet Basilan or Sulu.
and right into the Inabanga Rivér, moving upwards.

to some 10 kilometers inland. L. Dodie Belloga, com-
mander of the 47th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine
Army based in Bohol disclosed in a presscon that the
joint Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) and PNP
operation was carried out after they received intelli-
gence reports of the presence of unidentified-armed
men, numbering more or less 10, in Bohol.

A . get kidnapp
- human shuelds, which could complicate thi

~ Unfortunately, this-time around the US: embasqy s

travel advisory was right on the nail when early dawn e wonder why th]s Intel repo

ippitie !
o report?l"mean 11 thevi SOt th1:-, am
v could have patrolled th

ind. Bohol or. the;Ceb

Infantry Battalion, but niot th
Coast Guard? Surely, the N
knew that the ASG would

Mindanao r—md Bohol? Whiat gnod 15  Fil
people that the Navy and Coast Guard recéi
vessels, which they carmot use in the Wi
Sea or Benham Rise against China? 0 & :

I'mnotbeing harc-l% with'the Navy or. L_,oast_Guard
buit if. Lt Dodie Belloga, ¢ jand: '
Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army was able
to use that intelligence report and moved quickly to
intercept the ASG where four of his men got killed
in the injtial firefight, that encounter could haye been
avoided if the Navy or Coast Guard were able toin-
tercept the ASG while they were still i the high seas
on their way to Bohol.

Unfortunately not all Armed Services of the Phil-
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: At any rate,' - P
upriver when detected by. reade_nts Soldiers and

-~ policernen Wer' qulckly deploye to conf;

¢ Byidently, the bandth were  not only hes
They were combat- tested as well, Three
pohceman were killed in'the mxtlal_ sklrm;s

“sioned officer.:

‘ venmred to Boho! this time. One says:the p1ckmgs

have become lean as tourists have avoided Western' -

Mindaniao. Another theory says the bandits, facing
intense pressure from sustained military offensives
in Sulu .and Basilan, are attempting to outflank the
government forces and hit a basically soft target. .

the bandits’ facea mehng war of: a’ctt‘lhoﬁ
F bv the military.

ndli pportthere. Basically frapp

- The taid on Bohol hy the AFP’S readm ;
hand. ‘reaching out from the grave. Tt is. _desperate-fﬁ -
attempt by the Abu Sayyaf to' taise money for :

} operahons as well as extend the § scope of their threa‘c o

“We surely. hﬂpe the AFP’s reading of the status'of

" this bandit group is true.If the AFP is wrong, then -
- the Abu Sayyaf becomes a serious menace to the _r1ch =

- Thore aremanv%}:\eorzes abou twhv the Abu Sayyat : t{}urlst qtompmg grounds m the Visgya That 15 'ot

a scenario to be relished.
Besides taking hostages the Abu Sa} yaf could -

'mount bombing  attacks further afield: Bombmg

attacks, however will produce no revenue for the

© bandits. At this pomt itseems they need money more

than propaganda.

& el i - Tetno, [(2; 64
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;nterpretatmn as it by deti es : ) what it is. T1fne fora reality check
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. mlmsiratmns 1@ cnmmal and pases from the barre} of the gun )

' - : 88
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845 0555 Local: 5285, 52

Afmy Core Purpose: Serxg’c_c?he people. Securing the land.




Army Vision. By 2028, a worlg-class Army

thal iz a source of national pride

OFFICE DF'?Q&-ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emal

lsadel: oacpa armyZD'iE@gmael com - Tel no. (02 845 9555 Local: 5285, 5295

fo_rces all over the ccuntry il _
* “There was also an abqolute need' e
to look af mternai core processes

ANILA: SULLETT

gy WATHIAS LEATRDOD m

: :_ent strateg;c issiies that the Navy is’
regularly confronted with: It gives -
- encouragement to units that are"'

“strateglc mltlatlve% dcwn, 'so full
of hope, but not really hehevmg that
those “mmatwes” would be Imple-

'mented and sustamed After all we had
* many previous experiences in AFP and

PN workshops, where we did so miich
-'planmng, _xmthout actualiy seeitig those -

plans come to fruition. ‘But this time, with -
the PN Sail Plan for 2020, our hopes were
realized and sustained. Let me give the-
eredit to the sticcessive Navy leadership,
- from 2006 to date, for adopting the PN

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Emall add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - - Tel no. (02}

'Strategzc Saxl Plan 2020 aq our enter—

prxse strategy.”
And afinal Wor‘d “Let me. aise nge

" the credit to the Navy's roadmap, by*

which we charted our course towar

i
- the attainment of our vision, that i%g

2020, we shall be a strong and credib
Navy that our maritime nation can be'
proud of. HOOYAAH" '
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www, pna.aov.ph :
Clearing ops vs ASG enclave in Bohol ongoing, reinforcements now

on ground

By Priam F. Nepomuceno
MANILA, April 12 (PNA) - Government security forces are still conducting clearing operations:in Sitio llaya,
Barangay Napo, Inabanga town, Bohol where an-estimated 60 Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) bandits have landed
Monday night. -

This was said by 3rd Infantry Division public affairs office chief Lt. Col. Ericson Rosana in a message to the

PNA Wednesday.
"Clearing operations are still ongeing. The body count is still the same, five ASG dead, three soldiers and one

police officer killed," he added.

i;‘ And when asked what is keeping government forces from completely overrunning the ASG enclave, Rosana

_ said the area is heavily _"_foreste_c?" making it difficult for troops to spot their targets.
""" As this develops, units from the Light Reaction Regiment, troopers from 83rd Spécia!"Action '-Compa'hy and

- Naval Special Operation Group arrived in Tagbilaran Airport to augment security personnel conducting clearing
operations against the ASG.
They were aboard a Lockheed C-130 "Hercules" cargo plane with tail number 4704 which flew from Villamor
Air Base, Pasay City.
These specialized troops arrived around 4:30 pm Around five ASG bandits, three soldiers and one police
officer were killed in the 7 a.m. clash with the bandits who were earlier spotted aboard three pumpboats
entering the riverside in Sitio llaya Monday night. (PNA) ‘
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www.inguirer.net
Military in Sulu shows Abu Rami’s movements until fateful Bohol clash

General explains why he believes Rami is among the dead in Bohol and names other fallen Abu Bayyafl

bandits

“By: Julig S AlipEIE T Reporter | @alipalajulielNG

inguirer Mindanao / 08:268 PM April 12, 2017
ZAMBOANGA GITY — The military in Sulu confirmed that Abu Sayyaf leader Muammar Askali alias Abu Rami

was one of those killed in Inabanga, Bohol.

Brig. Gen..Cirilito. Sobejana,.commander of Joint Task Group. Su!u told the thppme Dan!y lnquxrer that they
had monitored Askali and his group leaving Suiu on Aprit 6. o

“He and his followers left Sulu for & safer place, but it appears that there's no safe place for the Abu Sayyaf
anymore,” Sobejana said.
A Philippine Daily Ihquirer source said government intelligence observed the “absence” of Askali and Alhabshi

Misaya, another Abu Sayyaf leader, following the heavy clashes in the province the past weeks.

Askali's absence was strongly observed after the beheading of kidnap victim German national Gustav Jurgen
"=Kantner on February 26, while there was no report on Misaya since April 8.

: Af!eged y, Askali-and Misaya- dlsappeared in.Suiu .and reportediy went fo an unknown d:rec:tron usmg fwo

. '._speedboats ’ the source sald
The source added that government intelligence later got information that Askali’s group went to Bohol 1o link up

with Alden Yusup, an Abu Sayyaf sub-leader operating in that area.

The group allegedly was planning to kidnap tourists in Loboc and Panglao, both known for having foreign
visitors .
Askali’s group met their end when villagers noticed the unusual design of their boats. The villagers reported

their presence to authorities.

The source identified one of the slain bandits as Jubail Umar alias Umayr, a follower of slain regional terrorist
Julkifli bin Hir alias Marwan who was killed in Mamasapano, Maguindanao two years ago.

The other siain bandits were Edimar Isnain, aliegedly a trained bomber from Barangay Lab in Patikui, Sulu;
Alpin Abbis Muharani, a relative of Suiu-based Abu Sayyaf leader Radulan Sahiron; Hajan Astig, alsc a relative

Sahiron; and Husain Padog of Patikul, Suiu.

The source said the bandits left Sulu via Mamanok Jsland in Tongkil town.
“They went to Bohol using the two fishing pump boats and pretended to be fishermen,” the source said. SFM
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www.pna.gov.ph
House Speaker to push for tougher security measures in wake of

Bohol clash
CMANILA, April 12 (PNA) - House of Representatives Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez has vowed to beef up

security measures through major boosts in mititary and police spending in next year's national budget foifowmg
Tuesday's firefight between government troops and suspected Abu Sayyaf bandits in Bohol province.

In a statement issued on Wednesday, Alvarez cited the need to step up security operations to ward off terror
threats in major Philippine tourist spots, including Bohol.

He said the “threat 'of térrorism and triminality” could have dire sonsequences on the 'potehtial economic
success of Philippine tourism, including job creation and income opportunities for Filipinos.

*The Bohol incident highlights the imperative of further reinforcing our security measures to safeguard top
tourist destinations in the country from criminal and terrorist threats,” he said.

. Alvarez pledged to strengthen the defense capabilities and counterterrorism performance of police and military
forces by including investments in the 2018 budget for essential infrastructure and equipment.

"For this purpose, | have requested the AFP (Armed Forces of the Philippines), PNP (Philippine National
Police), our Philippine Coast Guard angd other law enforcement and national security agencies to determfne the

"'essentla! equipment and infrastructure to accomplish this all- lmportant objective,” he said. .

As Speaker of the House, iwiil make sure that these will be adequately funded under the 2018 national
budget.”

Alvarez also paid tribute to the three soidiers and one policeman killed in a gun battle against suspected Abu
Sayyaf members in inabanga Bohol on Tuesday, resultmg in the neutrahzation of at least five bandits

”Our Armed Forces of the Ph;llppines and the Phlllppune National Police deserve our pra;se and commendatlon
for their vigilance and bravery in preventing the Abu Sayyaf Group from expanding its criminai operations in
unleashing terror in the Visayas, particularly in the prime tourist destination, Bohol,” Alvarez said.

"We salute the three gallant soldiers and a policeman who were killed in the line of duty to protect our people.”
Alvarez further assured that the families of the falien troops will receive adequate assistance from the

government.
"We assure our people that the House of Representatives will do all that is necessary to ensure that our

military and law enforcement agencies will always be formidable, fully equipped, and adequately funded to
secure our shores against any and ail threats, and guarantee the protection not only of our citizenry, but of our

visitors as well,” he said. (PNA)
FMC
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www.dwdd.com.ph
Army installs new heads for its three key offices
Sosten by Ll Clavdio on o A RS

' FORT BONIFACIO, Metro Manil
leaders during a joint change of chiefs of office ceremony held here Monday; April- 10, 2047w

The offices of the Army Internal Auditor, the Assistant Chief of Staff for Reservist and Retiree Affairs G9, and
the Army Chief Public Affairs now have their new heads after the promotions and retirement of their former

chiefs.
The Acting Army Internal Auditor Col. Edgar F, Nigos replaced Col. Jose Ely D. Albérto. Alberto has been
promoted as the chief of the Office of the Defense Reforms of the Department of National Defense.

Nigos is a member of Philippine Military Academy (PMA) class of 1988. He has a master’'s degree in
Management major in Public Administration. He also served as the commanding officer of the 84th Infantry

Battalion of the 7th Infantry Division in 2012 to 2013. Prior to his post, he was formerly the Deputy Army
Internal Auditor.

Assistant Chief of Staff for Reservist and Retiree Affairs Col. Alexis Noel C. Bravo replaced Col. Nicolas V.
Pasion who will be retiring from the service on May 7, 2017.

" Bravo'is a member of the PMA class of 1980. He also has a master's degree in Public Management major in
Development and Security. He was the commander of the 72nd Infantry Battalion, 10th Infantry

- International
Division in 2013.

Lastly, Acting Army Chief of Pubiic Affairs Ltc. Ray C. Tiongson repiaced Col. Benjamin L. Hao. Hao has been
promoted as the Chief of Staff of the Training and Doctrine Command of the Philippine Army based in Camp
O’Donnell, Capas, Tarlac.
Tiongson is a member of the PMA class of 1997. He obtained a master's degree in Business Administration.
Prior to his post, he was the Deputy Chief, Army Public Affairs. He aiso served as the chief of the Division
Public Affairs Office of the 3rd Infantry Division from 2013 to 2016.

The joint change of chiefs of office ceremony was led by Maj. Gen. Robert M. Arevalo, Army Chief of Staff.
Arevalo congratulated the newly appointed chiefs and wished all the best for the outgoing officers with their

new assignments.

The officers, non-commissioned officers and civilian employees from the said offices stood as spectators

during the event
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