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SEQUL—A ‘North. Korean rais-
sile exploded during launch on
~Sunday, US and ‘South Korean
. officials said, a high-profile fail-
 tire that comes as a powerful US
Aatrcraft supercarrier approach-

es the Korean Pemnsula in a:
A mgness of t

: show of force

- Itwas not lmmedaately clear

: what kind of missile was test-

. fired frorn the east coast city of - -

, Sinpo. -
. But the’ fa11ure will sting m
- Pyongyang ‘because it comes a
day after one of the biggest
Northi© Korean
. events of .the year—-celebra~
“tiotis “of ‘the' 1o5th birthday of -
late North Korea founder Kim -
sung, the ¢urrent leader’s
grandfather.

The North's test firing can
be seen as a message of defiance
to the Trump administration in
Washington, coming as it didon
the day US Vice President Mike
pence arrived in Seoul for talks
on North Korea as part of his 10~
day trip to Asia.

: about the fa11ed faunch::

propaganda .

ciear-t;pped shorte _range mxsh

“Pence " said North Kot
““provocation” was anothér. re-
‘minder of the risks that US and
_South Korean §ervice members
faced every day “in the defense:
of the freedom of the people of

Washmgton and Seotl. W111 Astr
‘try hard to figure out what ex~_- '
ctly North Korea fired. L
This matters because whﬂe
North Korea regularly launches
short-range missiles, it is also-
- developing mid-range and long-
" range missiles meant to target
" US troops in Asia and, eventual-
_ 'Iy, the US mainiand. N High ammnmty has risen on
-t 40_came - after North Korea;_-'.__the Korean Peninsula-in recent
Fear fin "'}.dlspiayed nearly 60 mis-i :
spzred} the {inspired]'_.-- sﬂesmmciudmg what “is..sus
the world? . pected to be a new interconti-- 1
“US President Doriald: Trumpf"’ ‘nental batlistic m1551le-—at the’
was: uncharactensmcaliy qmet. Saturday parade. e
© . The ultimate goal is to h
a“foll’ array of ‘nuclear-tippe
thiisgiles in response;towhat Py
--ongyang sa1d was hostihry b

" High animosity .

i In'Seoul, South Koreaspres-
: 1dent131 office convened a na-
-tional security coungil meetmg
“to exaring security postures. .

South Korea and the defense of
Amerzca in' this part of the
i world e v
AL a fellowsth dihner at US
Army " Garrison - Yongsan in
Seoul; Pence said that the w111~
'members

stand < fir

Carl Vinson, is headed; to waters
'off__Korea ina show of force. ™

“In'a‘statement, Defense Sec-:
retary Jim Mattis. said Trump,
and , his mxhtary team; _were

"aware :of ;Notth: Kerea

faﬂect issile launch could

-provide valuable knoWledge o

recent  unsuccessful < missile leits
launch. "The pres1dent has no ~North Korea is thought to :North Korea as it tried to. buﬂd
further comment.” have a smal_l arsenal of atommic:: _1ts Weapons program

- The failure, which is 11ke1y to:- :

be seent as a public embarrass-
ment for the regime, came amid

soaring teusions in the region

gver ‘the North's nuclear
weapons ambitions.

“The missile blew up almost
immediately,” the US Defense’
Department said ‘of the early

morning launch, which was atso

9

‘bombs and an impressive array <
“of  short- and med1um~range :
‘nissiles.
> Many outside analysts” be-_
lieved that North Korea had not -

yet mastered the technoiogy£o
build warheads small enough to
place on.long-range missiles,

-though some civillan experts

said it could already build. nu-

The country launched a

'iong-range rocket and conduct-
“ed two nuclear ‘tests-lastyear;

including its most powerful to'
date. - R
Aside from 1mpm\

3__technology, North Kore ﬁ“mxs—-

sile and nuclear test&dre seeny
by outside anatysts partly as ef-

forts to bolster the domesiicim-
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But the defiant regxme has-
*7reiterated it was ready for war
is" ~with the United States, and its -
army vowed a “merciless” re-
. sponse to any US provocation. -
Recent satellite images sug- '
.gested that the North’
‘miclear site was . pnme
f . teady,” accordmg to specialist
- US WEbSltE 38North and White'

s ing that "COT!ﬂlCt ceui'
out at any moment.’j

gue: . :
ambitions have comeinto sharp  which have fafled to halt. 1ts=
pons and ballistic' missiles focus in;- recent -weeks, with drive for what it insists are dé-.
as d threat to world security and . “Trump vowing a tough stance fensive weapons. —REPORTS" FROM -
to its Asmn aihes Japan: and _,agamst the North and thieaten- “aranparp,
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- “Sobejana said the vi
“not similar with p
- wherein the ferrorists appet
doing somie rituals.
- “This one showed
inhaste,” he said.” .+
I February, the Abu :Sayyaf beheaded
the 70-year-old German, Jurgen Kantner,
for failure to pay P30- million ransom.

" Pursuit cperahon

Pursuit operation against the' U
Sayyaf bandits ' who stormed Bohol 1a

| i'week is pngoing, even as AFP. chief Gen.

|Eduardo Afio declared’ ‘that the terror

threat in the province is ove e

S Our assault team ‘continis

the ‘area,” he said, noting .
are hunting down the remaini

mcludmg Joselito _Mellori_

' whose photographs are

'soldiers and a poli _
fio. saxd the'sw'ft mili

; sayyaf by June 30.

s ‘Show must ‘go'on’ _
The Bohol clash between the military
: and the bandits will not deteiascheduled:
confererice bf the Association of Sotitheast:
- Asian Nations (ASEAN) in the provmee-
COnApril 19200 :

“The Department of the Intenor and-
: Local Government (DILG) gave assur-’
- ance that security measures afe’in place’
_to protect the participants and deiegates

and secure the event. -

“The military and the pohce are on top
of the situation. We assure delegates, tour-
ists and residents we are exerting ourbest
efforts for Bohol,” DILG officer-in-charge
Catalino Cuy said.

— With Cecille Suerte Felipe
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T troops toﬁmsh hor Oﬁc" o

ByJohn Paolo Bencito

RESIDENT Rodrlgo Duterte told security
forces Suriday o finish off the Abu '
| Sayyaf as another of the terrorist group’s

sub-leaders was sighted in Negros Oriental

- province, and as the bandits beheaded another

kidnap victim.

“Same instruction: Finish them
off ASAP™ said Defense Secretary
Delfin Lazaro after Duterte received
& briefing from security officials.

1.ast week, Abu Sayyaf bandits
planning a terrorist attack ciashed
with police and troops in Inaban-

ga, Bohol, leaving nine people
dead, including the leader of the
operation, Abu Rami.

Intelligence  officers, how-
ever, said another sub-leader of
the group, Alhabisi Misaya, was
spotied in Negros Onental, con-

—

Y

stifting a threat to nearby Apo ls-
land, Sumilon Island and Siquijor.

A spokesman for the Armed
Forces, Brig. Gen. Resty Padilla
Ir, said the al-out war on the Abu
Sayyaf would continug.

In sn interview, Padiila said the
AFP’s Joint Task Force Sulu com-
manded by newly promoted Army
Brig. Gen. Cirilito E. Sobejana, is
the main unit tasked to track down
some 300 Abu Savyaf terrorists in
Mindanao, mostly on the island of
Sulu and nearby islets.

Contacted by telephone. Sobeja-
na confirmed the directive of AFP
chiel of staff Gen. Eduvardo Afio

Next page
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Abu Sayjfaf is .also engaged
- drug: traﬁ”}ckmg to raise fundsfor.
thexr ‘terroristic activities which .

pohceman and six band:ts dead

" duct tounsts and behead ‘them:
" rio ransom is paid. -
- During . the - Prbsments meet-
mgs ‘Arab Teaders; Duterts . di

e many ““ministerial, semor offi-
o ith  ‘cial and fechnical working { group =
", three other crew’: members along. L
the ‘waters nf the CeI_ebes ‘Sea‘late__ s

' situation”"in Inabanga would not

;pamnent assm'ed partlmpants\:
in the scheduiedAssocxaﬁo of - av

province that feft thrée soldiers 8 3

: :’ _ :Coﬁvenuon Center
d Bohol “miight as well be con-
s;dereé_a well ihljtxﬁed and mest se»-: '

-.meetmgs thotghout the year:
Cuy. echoed the sentiments ‘of
Boho! Gov. Edgar Chatto that the.

The' Phxhppmes currenﬂy chau-s e

'the Asean® Summimit 2017 ‘and will® |
: aiso ‘host ‘tHe ‘315t Aséan Surnmits

on Nov. 1016 14 in Clark, Pam- |
pangd): The ‘ountry’s chairman-~"

" ship coincides with 50th Anniver-
- pary of *the 10-natzoz1 bioc W!‘th

nono
o Ay

£t

RN Sha)

cussed_ mnfer-terrorism cﬁ_"_orts .:-_delegates tosmsts and resadents CPNAC
e
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- 30th 1B hiave dlready suspended their
military-operations against the NPA
rebels respensible for the abduction of
Calucop and Garay, .

“We demand that the NPA imme-
dxately release our soldiers without
any condition,as this is the only way to
,  rectify the "treacherous and insincere
. - act" of abducting our soldiers while the
unilateral: ceaseﬁres are stx}l in effect 7
. Batchar said, .

. dnan mterv:ew 1ast Week, AFP Chlef

.....

: arviepera- - of military operations), noting that the
tions to pave the way for the release of - NPA already released twop abducted
‘abducted soldiers mMmdanao jnclud-  government: troops in Davao Oriental
by the commumst rebels are: Sgt.-So- .. ing Calucop and Garay..: ' _Iast March even if there was no SOMO
laiman Calueop and PFC Samuel Garay. But Bachar said the 10th ID and the Cin the area T e, d

7

!

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CRIEF PUSLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: pacpe.army2012@amail.com - Tei no. (0Z) 845-9555 Losal: 5285, 5285

Lrmy Core Puspose: Serving the psople. Securing ihe land.

‘was no need for’a SOMO (suspensxon'




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF Public AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

13 April 2017

The Manila Times |

BY EUGENE Y ADIONG

ACOLOD CITY, Negros Occ1dental The
military here said it cannot confirm
that armed men reportedly sighted

‘in Cauaydn town, Negros Occidental, on
Friday night are members of the terrorlst
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG). - ' '

According to 1st Lt

the Philippine Army 79th Ini-
fantry Battation's Bravo com-
pany, some residents claimed
to have seen armed men pass-
ing by a river in Sitio Capa-
clan, while others said they
were not sure whether the
men they saw were carrying
firearms or just backpacks.

Tumamao said his menhave
been hearing different stories
from the locals.

John
Tumamao, commander of’

;Some residents-’repo'rtedly i
heard gunshots:in Barangay
Inayawan: that “may have come
from New Peopie’s Army rebels,”
he added, referring to the com-

tnunist guerrillas.-

What concerned many resi--

dents most was the white pump
boat found near the shore in
Inayawan.

On board the boat were an
Arnerican, Frank Blaskis, 74, and
his 12-year-old daughter. .

Rlaskis allowed the Coast Guard

* to check his boat and cargo. .
© . But suspicion that armed men
boarded his boat or that they
‘were on two other boats believed

Page:

i

to have arrived at the same time
as he did angered the American,
He explained that he and his

. daughter were from Bacong in

Negros Qriental and that they
were traveling to Iioilo but were

. forced to seek shelter in Cauayan
- because of huge waves. ... .

Blaskis denied heamig gun—

"shots and- seemg armed men
‘upon arriving in the area.

Barangay (village)chief Sand-
erson Sumugot 1. said village
officials could not establish z
link between Blaskis and the two
other boats reportedly used by the
armed mes,

Blaskis said they only camed
one bag with them and that their
hoat cannot carry 10 persons.

" want to know who spread the

 rumnors,” he told a local radio station.

Coast Guard. personnel who
mspected the] puplp boat d1d not
see afiything suspicious.

‘Blaskis and his daughter later
returned to Negros Oriental.
Chief Insp. Ruben Pajarito,

‘Cauayan municipal police chief,

assured residents that “what
happened in Bohol last week
will not happen” in his watch
On Fnday, many: reszdents in
the area were Tiot able to'sleep”
after reports that members of the .
Abu Sayyaf who clashed with
government forces in Bohol

‘may have reached their place.

Covernment forces continued.
to patro] Cauayan and the neigh--
boring areas while intelligence’
reports are being validated. '

Authorities advised tesidents ™+

to remain calm and to cooperate
and coordinate with local pol:ce
and the military,
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 ‘Batallion, ‘added that four hxgh-'
5 ‘powered firearms were recovered

-during-the - hour-long “intense
iflrafzg'ht” that ‘occurred in
: Barangay. Sem Antonio, Milagros:
‘towi between elements of the
‘2ndIB and ’some 50 commum'st’

"rebels.
He sald the three commumst

an Mo r;ﬂe arida shotgun (34
recovered from the rebels.

- ¥In addmfm there were: 2
zmpro\nsed explosives taken fro
_the rebels;” he added, .
Almerol said a generator &6

F :
of the rehels Were left behmd i
the clash site. :

He said villagers i in Barangay. _
San Antorio had tipped off
authorities about the presence of. -
the NPA guerrillas because they -
“resented the extortion {of the.
rebels) through the so-called -

revolutionary taxation.”

Almerol said he immediately -

organized a team from the Seout
platoon of the Alpha and Bravo
companies of the 2nd IB under

Philip mé% and its az'mad wmg, the -
New‘-PeopIe $ Army (NPA}, to

“doublefaced Tie" in ot releasing

thetwo soldiers of the 30th Infantry.
. Battalion they abducted at the
“height of the unilsteral ceasefive last

February 2,” said Captain Rhyan
Batchar, cluef irdormation officer of

~I0th ID.

The soldlers held bv the
communist’ rebels are Sgt.
Solaiman Caliéop and PFC Samuel
Garay. .

Batchar said there is "no more
hindrance to-the release of the

soldiers,"! : BRA .

g

1

-
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Army denies accusations of having abusive members

From the Sun Star-Davao. Army denies accusations of having abusive members

THE Army's 10th tnfantrx Division bélied. alleqations by a militani organization aitributin_g_the deaths ‘of several

peo ;e in DavaovRem_"lon.’totheir‘soidiers

its members.

He said the division urged the organizations, like Karapatan, to file complaints’ against suspects of those
killings—soldiers or niot—before the appropriate government investigating or judicial bodles so  justice will be

served.

“If the suspects are members of the division, we will welcome, cooperate and support the investigations and Judiclal
process. We will be grateful to those wha will help us purge our ranks of misfits and abusive members,” Cabales said.

Cabales also urged the organizatlons to go-béyond thelr usual communist progaganda Hhes and seek |us‘tice for

those victims through the rule of law and not throligh press releases and statements.

"The police fikewise called upon the community or anyone who has information to help them in their investigations. The
allegations against our soldiers are therefore unfounded without any basis," he added.

Cabaies said based on their initial investigations and research of police reports, the deaths of the couple Ramon and
Leonila Pesadilia in Compostela, the couple Arlene and Arman Alcominar, Cora Lina in Laak, Pedro Pandagay in Mabini,
Danilo Nadal and Edwin Catog in Pantukan, and Elias Pureza ih San sidre in Davao de! Norte are still under investigation

and that there is still no suspect.

htip:/Avww.sunstar.com. ph/davao/locai-news/201 7/04/1 2/ army-denies-accu sations-having-abusive-members-538433
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. Lorenzana said.

| Ufthere is a fake
! zation composed of individu-
. als pretending to be patriots.;
. and nationalists, it is these:
' rommunist terrarists,” he_,f
- said. o :

. In its statement, the cPp
: quesuoned statements from .
. the Philippine government

..and called the military opera~ )
: tions “overklﬁ L

;-and: presence f
~the Abu Sayyaf crunmaf

-__betom € : It said the Phihpplne i3
nos 10118317 chstmgmsh“_ be- Force dropped nine bombsin -
T IWE s fact and /hat - Barangays Napo, Calenti and
Banahao:in Inabanga,
forcing at least 1,20

vl residents to evacuate.
 dizing ‘and has rendered i “Ihe Armed Forces Ofthe:"'*
 self natile and an uneliable _ Philippines media office, -
_ source of the ‘trath; It is'not known for spmnmg f‘ake‘
and has never peen credfz)le news stories, has produceda
he said. s f highly dubious story of:no
‘Last week, Abu ayial less than 6o fully armed men
- members arrived in Boho who traveled three hundred
but were cornered by the kilometers by boat from Sulu
. I_Iiﬂfl’f;fy an ingngw i"fre ﬁght : to Bohol, unhamp e'riedi‘lby the
' e € whole AFP establishment,
Kkilled six rebel gunmen as then upstream to a place uni- '
‘well as three so{dlers and one known to them with- 0_1115'1';3_3'
poticernan. iy general plan 1o " .target
However, the CPP on F'ri- tourists,” the CPP said. NQ .

day accused the United
States of being behind the
Abu Sayyaf attack, which

Lorenzana denied.
I
je i
o s PR, R DT s LT GORE , e, mal agn roOr
AEEICE LF THED LAWY THIEF PUBLI AT LTS . Imal 300 OBIDEEIMELL fgiggmencom - erne (G271 8450555 Locan Z2EL. L2RO
T - = - e
Lrre e P DRE DETITIY The erels SEendnitg ine el
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i " supposed: arrwal_
ahd presence of members of the Abu
Sayyaf terronst groupin BohoI smacks
 of a US yarn. : :
- "The Fxhpmo people ﬁnd most of
the press statements released by the
'mlhta.ty, olice and local government
‘officials ashighly suspect;" the CPPsaid
ina'statement released on Fmday
It added that contrary to the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) report
that sxxASG members were killef, along
'With*three woldiers ‘and a policeman,
.the CPP claiins that two of the fatalities
‘eounted among t’ne AbuSayyat: ﬁghters

: 2y

il pass off these lies as the truth i
.order to push its selfish, antx»people
and anti- -goverrniment motives, such as

_ extomon,lud" appmg and mtlm:datmn "

' he added : ey

'3
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Sawad]aan beheaded Besconde_
ataround 2:30 pim. on April1a. -

v Now,. we -are iookmg hard
fﬁ 'hls cadaver so that we: could

J .
- mighthave beheaded the captain
.,because he was already "smkly .

'i:lc{ be gwen a decent bunal .

: A
,’sobe}ana sald _mpney af P3 mﬂ.h.on-_;zilNQ L
ted
Ty _ , . .
SEEIoE OF THE AN SAIER PURT ATELARE - nmsl adl LAl wa.arnyy 200 nbamallcom - el nd (CE RERGELE Lyl DPELL2NC
oo o Sheg e
ey Lore Dormone SETVING g DRGNS SELIINE WG et
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- axangayN po, I
S th I’Iaza Mu‘anga bo

ories regard g
id presence of

and & pohce ofﬁcer_i
were killed in the encotmter. 4

It said twoof the casuaines Wexe actu-'
ally citilians. i

Before the bandits were spotted in Bo— '_
hol, the US embassy warned its citizeris
against visiting central. Ph:hppmes due-
to threats of kidnappings. :

- With the'help of residents, the mihtary :
repelied thé bandits.

‘One of the slain terrorists was identi-
fied as Maumar Askali, alias Abu Ramii,
comman der and qpokesman for the bandh
group. :
Askali had iaken part in the kldnap?
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“commiander of Joint Tas
identified the victim as Noel Besconde,
‘the captain of F/B Ramonia who was .
sbducted along with three othersin”
the Celebes Sea in December last year.
Besconde was reportedly sick,
prompting the bandits to bebead
‘him because he was delaying their -

BeheadsA2

i
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Of the hostages, 1nc1ud1ng I,; S
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T L T . T - e T RO
- v o T g - T S e : - - i » PO AT ) - _——
px -
f o 1 - - e SR .
- SRR LR T i DSl Z




Army Viston By 2U2E & wono-cigss Animy 10808 & SOJTEE o nalhonal pHoe
: .{02) B45-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Tetno
OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army20i2@omall.com—Te

. 3pokesperson Ma;or

: ankSaysontoldAgence Francew_'_:
Presse (ARP). “We are safe to say

: there will be no more live-fire ey

. ercises./We [will] focus on hu-

+‘manitarian and civil assistance” . -

i n revious years Bahkatan :

A_-fﬂce iastyear has sought unproved.
_relations 'with China" and has set’
%.:.aswle the manume row m favcr of:
g econmmc concessmns AR
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: Mndana_o :

: yesterday lt
ual exercises with
thh _reaf_flrmmg }ts

reises will be the ﬁrst

whohas suggest-

Enown as- Bahkatan, ‘will' now go
ahead in'May, focusing ort counterter-

' rorism and «disaster response-as the

country’ batﬂegla&a&m(ﬁ militants

rorism,” Balikatan spokes,
_ Celeste Frank Sayson said.
- "We are safe to say the
| 1o more live-fire exercises.
focus on humarutanan and civil as-
_51stance " £

-~ In previous year'. .Bahkatan had

simulations of protectinig:
territory, as 2 dispute'w
‘over 1slands in the Sout

: it -Du’ce’rte, W
‘year, has sought i imp
‘with China .and has

maritime row in-fav
-j-.conc:essmns R
= Defense Secretary Del
had said the exercises WO
'_fxghtmg terrorism;, w; de
.as the country’s top Security probler
 The 'ountry is:ba
" militants and pirates. in-the conflict::
- tornsouth, where severalgroups have
5 pledged allegiance to Islamic State
: ﬁghters inIrag and Syria i

. We .(WIH).

“evolved from counterterrorism ma- -
“neuvers against Tslamic, m1I_1tants to.
rretaking -
Beijing
hina.Sea .;
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BY JULMUNIR JANNARAL

% HARIFF AGUAK, Maguindanao: A civil society
organization on Sunday condemned the killing
# of the brother of Moro Islamic Liberation Front

(MILF) vice chairperson Gadzali Jaafar, labelling it
as a move aimed at sabotaging talks between the
government and the rebel group.

Philippine National Police # ity to arrest MILF members facing

(PNP} operatives on Tuesday last
week shot dead jaafar's brother,
Mohaimen Abo, in what the
former claimed 10 be a legitimate
police operation.

However, Alan Balangi-Amer,
presigemt of 1-bangsamoro Maove-
men? {i-Bangsaj, said the opera-
Lo against Abo viclated a secority
agresraent between the MILF and
the governmen: where tht latter
comceaed 16 the former the author-

criminal charges.

Abo was alse known in MILF
circles as Commander Falcon or
Ustadz Mohaimen.

Senior Superimendent Agustin
Tello. director of the Maguindanao
provincial police, claimed that
Abc was facing arrest for criminal
charges including kidnapping with
homicide. kignapping {or ransorm,
murder, and frustrated murder.

"Mt was facing criminal cases

in courts in Midsayap, North
Cotabato and in Suratlah, South
Cotabato,” Tello said.

Citing 2 report frem the mu-
nicipal police office of Sultan
Kudarat, Telto related that when
PNP operatives sought to arrest
Abo, the latter pulled out a pistol,
triggering a shootout that resulted
in his death.

jaafar, for his part, clarified that
under the 1997 Agreement on
General Cessation of Hostilities
(AGCH) between the MILF and
the government, the arTest of MILF
member: mav oniy be carried out
in coordination wiih the ceasefire
committee and Ad-Hoc Joint Ac-
tion Group formed by both panels.

Balangi-Amer said the PRP
aperatives should have respecied
the provisions of the 3 997 AGCH.

He likened the PN operation
against Abo 10 the Mamasapanc

incident during the administra-
tion of former president Benigno
Aquino 3rd that resulted in the
killing of 44 police commandos.

He said that ke the Mamasapa-
no incident, no proper coordination
with the government-MILF ceasefire
committee and Ad-Hoc Joint Action
Group was made by the PNP when
it sought 1o aest Abo.

“We in the 1-Bangsa are calling
on all stakeholders of peace not
ta allow the spoilers of peace to
succeed in their grand design to
drive away the ejusive peace, singe
the Bangsamore people in general
whether Muslims, Christans, and
Lumads are now feeling tired of
war in Mindanao,” the I-Bangsa
president 1old The Manils Times.

"What we need is & genuing
peace for evervome to enioy anc
not the peace and iranguibn o7 a
gravevard,” he said.
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 injustice corrected. That is the most
g 1mportant thing there,” he said.

.-+ The government’s peace initiatives
to end the decades-old Communist
msurgency arealso nngomg, accordmg

to the President.

"'because we are friends,” he said.
-The FPresident, however achmtted_

‘What we have mherﬂ:ed all of ° us i
this world, is the viclent: 1deoiogy
fithe ISIS. Theyare h i

. Mmdanao,” he eazd

OHA, Qétar — The ‘Philippines is
amentally peaceful” despite the -
Imgenng threat from the Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) linked with the Islamic
State, Premdeni; Duterte afﬁrmed last
Saturday .
The, Preszdent hzghhghted_the_
progress inthe government's efforts ts )
forge peace with communist rebels and
Mushm separatists as he' tried to attract
! mvestments back homie, -
. /"“The Philippines today ig funda-
mentally peaceful,” the President said
during the Philippine-Qatar business
forum last Saturday
“The MI the MN are taikmg to me
now and even the Communists. We do
not have any trouble with the rebel Hions
now,” he said, referring to the Moro Is-
larnic leeratmn Front, Moro National
Liberation Front, and the Communizt
- Party of the Philippines-iNew People’s
Army. -
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~ MILF hitsout at govt
* for ceasefire violation

gy MNash B. Maulana lice in the Autonomous Region
: in  Muslim Mindanao (PNP-

COTABATO CITY—The Moro  ARMM) said authorities were
Islamic Liberation Front was serving arrest warrants on Abo at
: set to file a protest for violation his house in Barangay Crossing

of its standing ceasefire agree- Simuay, Sultan Kudarat, Maguin-
‘ ment with the government, fol- danao Tuesday.

lowing the kiliing of one of its Senior Insp. Marcille Man-
- members in a police operation  zano, spokesperson of the PNP-

on Tuesday. ARMM, said Abo, alse known as

Ghadzali Jaafar, MILF first Bov Bangsamoro, resisted arrest
vice chairman, said the police and was kifled in the ensning ex-
" operation against his brother change of fire.

Mohatmen Abo, was vel another  But Jaafar said the proper chan-
- mstance of a failure of coordina-  ne! shouid have been the bilateral

tion. as provided under 2 19-vear-  Ad Hoc Joint Action Group. since

. old peace agreement with the his brother was & member of the
govenment. MILF’s  Bangsamore Islamic
The Phibppine Natonal Po-  Armed Forces. Next page

restmg oﬁicé: ere
ﬁre back when Abo shot'at-;‘hem

mechaxlzjlsm fin Place a5 a chiannel] Kumander Falcon; for a string of
for-it, 28 bilatérally agreed by the - criminal cases, including murder,
government and the MILE,” Jaafar . robbery, frustrated fourder; kidnap=-
said, referring to AHIAG. - pmg—for—ransom and kldnappmg
. Jasfar said a- failure in bilateral . with homieide.” ¢ '
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P ArppIne
' have deported suspected terr
| Hisspin Aldhafiri, who s fea
 bga, omb expert: working, fo
" Islamic State of Traq and

bomber's deportatio

evidences obtained by Kuwaiti's

state security agencies showed that .-
Aldhafir 15 planning to carryout .
terroristic attacks against Euwait. .

The Kuwaiti Embassy added

that Aldhafiri has & standing -

warrant of arrest issued against
him by the Kuwaitl Prosecubor
General in relation to crimes
against the state. -

Meanwhile, Aldhafiri's wife,

Tina, is believed to be the widow
of Abu dandal AlKuwaiti, 1818
former nrumber fwo military

- . Bureau of

© Inaletterto the Department
of Foreign' Affairs (DFA); . the,
Kuwaiti Embassy sald that"

Email d: oaépa;armyzﬁﬂ@gméit,com ~Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Page: \2

rmigration
earch Unit: (FSU),

Lamander operating mSyrla
{gration” authorities ar

also sef toidepo YACKL0 YEIE
- igherefore, finding the charg

-to-be sufficient. and  well
substantiated, we hereby order this

" deportation.of Rahaf Zina to Syria,
subject toithe submission of her

National Bureau of Investigatiofi -
(NBI) clearance,” Tead the, BI

departmert order. . .
The BI has aiso blacklisted Zina .
under the remarks

“undocumented” and wyndesirable.”

The deportation erder also stated -
 that Zina's presence in the country

“poses risk to public interest.” :
Aldhafiei and Zina were arrested

in Taguig City after the United

States Feqeral Bureaun of -

 According to the spot report, BI -
< FSU ageénts transported the
 suspected 18IS bomb expert from
 the AFP Intelligence Service GIoup
(I8G) headquarters-in Fort
. Bonifacio in Taguig City.© -~
Hussein was then escotted by
FSU  agents; her W
personnel from th
Facility :
“Internatio

(FR) tipped Phillpie
' the cotpie are ISIS

“The FBI aise informed state

 security forces that Aldhafiri and

7ina are believed to be nvolved in-
explosives manufacturing. . - .
_ Dol Secretary Vitatiano Aguirre
also-bared that the nabbed
terrorists had entered and exited
the country several times, He added
that Aldhafiri and Zing had visited
Cebu and Davao tast January. K
But Aguirre said that they are
still irvestigating why the suspecied .
terrorists visited the ceuntxy. The |
Justice chief said Aléhafiri and Zing .
were only charged for viglation of
fmmigration bavs for faifing to produce .
proper immigration documends. .
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“of Phxhppme ofﬁcxals in o
leged bribery case over the sale - L.
? of two- stra’cegm seahft ves' els

”We have o check it When-_
it comes to the technjcal aspect’
before BRP Davacdel Sur canbe:
delivered here,” Meroado said..
Last MarCh 30, elements of

second warshlp, accor
ing to the defense chief. -
Ph ippine Navy. Fla
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. The seuthem :reglon of _-'Ml.ndanao, :
:the ancestral homeland of the country’s

100 percent Chrlstian soI ,_ers in their 0 25 .= AFP.
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I
e
)

what he says

) “ment- complamt filed “against- "-nat:on) -and sewage systems ;
} be friends with' everybody, butl_j Mr. Duterte for’ “his failure ‘to - power {conventional and renew- -

we ‘have to. maintain’our Juris & protest CHina's mtruswns into .able) gerierators, hghthouses -and
dxcnon now, atlegst over: the ar- -_,3"the Waest' Phlhppme Ses, among Shelters for fishermen, « " i
" eas under our controi * he sa1d ' other allegations s kooks now -~ The Premdentsaidhemaym—-

' _1:1t one' of the islands

aré fust waiting for the“Preszdent’s 5
| order regardmg the flag—rax_ mg or:

CWe: r;ain see that althoug__

2

_t'h_eré.;:'_j . ney

s by preposmonmg in: =T PE.
astructure that is. by buﬂdmg Cvpesiliagan
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Palace counters Karapatan's claims of political executions

" From the Suf} Star-M aniia (Apr 12} Palace counters Karapatan s claims of political executions

MALACANANG on Wednesdag denied that there: have been political execufions under the wafch of: President

Rodrigo; t)ute" 8.
President;al Smkesperson Errresto Abelia belied thé accusation of rights. _advecac‘ group Karapstan Alh_ance for

the | - 47 alleged’ killings of peasants, inditenous peoples and
workers: constderedfas human: rights:defenﬂers underthe Duterte. admmistrat:on

g0 address problems through a

S Abella said in a statement.

o
Abella’s staternent 'came ori the heels of Karapatan's pleato United Nations’ special rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary of arbitrary executions Agnes Callamard to “consider; investigate make - recommendations and take
any appropriate aé¢tions” on the supposed political exécutions in the Philippines.

in a lefter by Karapatan secretary general Cristina Palabay addressed to Catlam ard, a total of 47 cases of political killings
have reportedly been documented by the rights advocacy group from July 2016 to March 31, 2017, in line with the
govemnment's continuing counter-insurgency program.

“These Killings are all In the context of the counter-insurgency programs Implemented from one regime to another that
supposedly seek to end the armed rebellion of revolutionary movements in the Philippines,” Palabay said in & letter sent

to Caltamard on Tuesday.

“These counter-insurgency programs have victimized thousands of Fil ipines, including struggling communities, tagged as
‘enemiss of the state,”™ she added.

Kadamay pinned hope that Callamard could convince Duterte to “com pietely juhk counterinsurgency programs; issue
streng warnings to and prosecute EJK (extrajudicial killing) perpetrators; and continue to pursue efforts at attaining just
and lasting peace with the NDFP (National Democratic Front) and the Moro fiberation movements.”

Abella questioned the latest move by Karapatan, eiting that the country's Justice system and domestic
institutions “are more than adequate fo judge the matter.”

He said Duterte welcomes international probers to “sovereign and democratic” Philipnines buf sertain conditlons
must be mef before they could be abls o “come in and Inferfere with is domestle affairs.”

“Despite the initial setbacks. the [government] and the National Democratic Front of the Phil ippines continue to pursue
peace ana seel solutions to the roct probiems of the age-olg armed conflict,” the presidential spokesperscn sald,

itp/vven sunstar.com ph/manilalicca-news 201 7/04/1 2 Zfpalace-couniels-karapatans-claims-noltica-exectutions-536548
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Operation against NPA's stepped up in Agusan del Sur

From the Manila Bulletin (Apr 18): Operation against NPA's stepped up in Agusan def Sur

" AGUSAN,
" DEL SUR

{(Wikimedia / MANILA BULLETIN)

The operation of the 26th Infantry Battation {26th IB), which is being closely monitored and supervised by the
command group of 401st Infantry{Unity) Brigade (401st IB)'based In New Leyte Prosperidad fown of that.same
provinee is currently belng supported byth &Taeﬂcamperaﬁﬂnsﬁmup{ TOG} of-the-Philippine Air Force (PAF)

Strike Wing.

The 26th 1B has been pursuing the'main body of Guerrilla-Front Committee 88 of the North-Central Mindanao
Regional Committee, which abandoned their camp during'gun battle on Maundy Thursday in Mahagsay area, ‘Said
A01st Brigade Civil Military Operations Officer Capt Jasper T. Gacayan.

The 401st CMO Officer said that the fleeing rebels had dragged along with them their wounded comrades-in-arms as they
fled towards the border of Agusan and Bukidrnon.

“We want o bring their wounded to the hospital for medical treatment,” he saig,

‘the command is also open for the other rebels who wanted to return 1o the folds of the law and avail of the government's
peace and development program, Capt. Gacavan said.

“The Maundy Thursday gun petfie with communiStinsuroents fed o the captufe of the estimated two hectares
HPA encampment in Mahagsay area’™ he said,

No one on the government side was hurt during that gun batlle, he said.

The CMO officer said that Col, Cristobal N Zaragoza, commanding officer of the 401sf Brigade deploved more
som bat maneuvering troops in San Luis town ic beef ur the forges of 26th B Commander LI Co!l Rommel

Se

P gavonr whe conminuousty nyrausd without fet up the {lesing rebels,
|
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