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STORY BY CHRISTINE O. AVENDANG

The government may raid warehouses owned by traders who hoard rice to create a shortage
and file charges of economic sabotage against them, says Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Pifiol A2

“ing: harvest season
2TThe: momentl'

' By Christine O. Avendait
. @ioavendanoINQ

* they art otind hoarding ~_the sta- econor
ple, “Agrictlture’Secretary ‘Em- . i
g 3'--manue1 Pifiol said on Monday.” - hea
L Pifiel ssued: the” warmng' “'Depart]
s amzd reports f from some sectors .|
cofa Ioommg rice shortage and
rising - ‘prices: af Presuient* of
| Duiterte wottid not allow the im- tor
B portatmn of nce espectally dur- B

pr
ready brough n 650 000
and the National, ‘Food.
thonty (NFA) 250,000 MT.
: ;'--Earmers -are requestmg
¢ deferment of rice importation’
'-}- ~until after harvest time and ac-
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poll of Time readers. .

““Personally; as-a. former :

newsman myseif 1 think

Malacafiang’s handhng of

media. nperahons is weak.

say that in all frankness. Their -
{communications ‘group) op-

erations are weak. They getleft

behind in releasing stories and

even photos by independent
media entities;”: Pifiol-told
“reporters when asked whether

Malacafiang could have ma-

nipufated the Time poll.
In a report posted on the

VO sinthepoll

in the P hppmes, the. report

quo’zed- uters as saymg:

The cantroversial anfi-drug

campmg-n ‘has inspired grow-

mitich less mmanipulate a global

y :Duterte rece;ved

taking office in }une 2

in'the Tine 100 poll were Ca-:

nadian Prime Minister Justin

Trudeau, Yope, Francis,:Bill:

Gates ‘and Mark Zuckerberg

= all of whom received three

percent of the total “yes” votes.
US senator Bernie Sanders
won the reader poll in 2016
while Rugsian President Vladi-
rmiir Putin took the lead in 2015.
~ The ‘official Time 100 list,

-:Whmh is:selected by the mag- .
‘azine’'s editors, will be an-
niounced on-April 20::

Abella said that even wx‘ch—

out the distinction, Duterte

would continue tc beé a hard-..
s working government worker’

“and faithful servant. of the-’-:_
“Rilipirio people.
‘In positive. term ' he has

agend_

-'-prosperlty:for--aii,.res’core trust  the ps
_ingovernment, build afairand
. equitable society,” Abella said-
‘without mentioning ‘human’
Tights issues that came with

Photo show the voting p
2017 readers poi!

Duierte 5 hard stance a amst_'.': .
BaInSt, _put too much emphasis-on

ndeed, Flhpmoq fmd m'f_"*Duterte sstrong languageand -

illegal drugs. ..

the President a kindred spirit

= aléader who actsfor the com--*

mon good,” he added.:

“er dttending & Senatehearing, -
Pifiol explained why the Palace
- mampuiated :

is the fact that they cannot

e e e e e e e
ST P A~ T AN
[T L A

ge of the TIME 100

In making his gtatemem af _medza, he said, comes attheex- -

_pense of the other programs of
Duterte ?hat do riot get enough_ :

“There are No-8uC --opera—_ :
fiotis (manipulations) because

501t was not surprising for hxm :
the basis of that statement. - '

ever orgamze very'_v‘_
well the media op- -
erations of Malaca-

nang,” .Pifiol said:

nancein 'che Phlh
.Pmes?” T
‘He $aid he al-'_
ready ‘faised his -
concernis with Bx=
ecutive Secretary
Salvador Medi-
aldea and Commu-
nications Secretary -
Martin Andanar”
Pifiol lamented
the media and oth-
“ersocialmediasites. -

his brutal campaign against
111e gal drugs. .
- The skewed emphasw of the

peopie for Duterte is genuiné -

to top the pells, -+ e
- Wlth Paolo Romero :

N Ve s po
AT siil Loeal B2R8 LZsT
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Whe Wanila Times | rae A3

-the Pres1dent s qald to ‘have'

group Abu Saxyaf ina: clash m . soidm s-siblings:®

abanga, Boholsix days ago The Premdent pwﬂded thé- o
-~ The President rec- o S T B

'ogmzed 8aldua’s sac:

rifice for the country |’
. vis arrival from -
' "'fa weekiong state v151t:-

| -upon

of __Saudi Ambla, Bah-|

rainand Qatar.

“‘He conferred sald-
ua's posthumousy.

- awardin the latter's

residence in San Iose,

i ‘-Baiangas
Ina s‘iatement Te-
leased by the Palace,

y f'.'-.'_comfnrted the bereaved par-: tance 'andamobiieiphon'e'th'rmigh"f:--'up 10 the: c;o}iege levei tothe three
: Jnd Lt Est ~ents (Gina-and: Estelito] of the " which the family could call him - siblings of the fallen Saldua.
It who was killed by the ter onst -23.yeai-old Saldua and the slam'_ *anytime: about. probiems they “+Saldua is a member of the Dhil-
“ymay be facmg ; ippine Military Academy {PMA} i

Batangas Gov Hermilando Sznaglahl Class of 2015,

_LLANESCAT. PANT:
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:  rep ' £
at about 2pm. last Maundy Thurs " .
day by foHowers of ASG--sub Ieader---:- on Sampaloc Drive, Talon: Talom

- for prohxb;ted drugs and flrearms- .
_._'.exploswes o .
Lo i During the search Iawmene
e - recovered two ‘hand’ grenades six’
“large size sacliets of shabu and drug,
'__.'_paraphernaha R Ut
.7 The suspect is now detamed at
L the PDEA headquarters, while the,
- seized items were turned over tothe
pohce mvestlgater G :
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Qu £y - i Edi
" What weir: the AFP believes * aiyas "Gurih Bddie”; at 1sang :
" that when.the operation was.. alyas “Abu Sufyan’ §
conducted there were 10 cxvxhan e _ rancis T _Wakeflelci :
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. 3 J :
! - admitted two of those kﬂ}ed in the_;
| Bohol clashlast week were:alocal - ashe claimed the military ordered an
X cou,)}e bﬂth bemor citizens, who OWIi 5 . pvacuatmn Tsm to paae '
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P 7 Page: Al

tained th :
“The"'parents were tqld t0
Pres1den _should-

g gaver men' __on
~pageon Sunday
Llitstay alerpand viglant Im

“mediately - inform authoritie
: 'tary-Aca emy in: 2015, as a: io

‘whenever you see these persois.:.
and . other . susptcmus—loakmg a TH REPORTS FROM MARICAR

men in your areas, . read the CIN
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20 foreigners remain ASG hostages

© By Florante S, Soimerin

. THE Abu Sayyaf still holds 27
¢ captives—20 foreigners and sev-
' en Filipinos—afier beheading a
i boat capiain last week, a spokes-
. mian for the Armed Forces of the
. Philippines, Brig. Gen. Restituto

Padilla, said Monday.

“The foreigners are Indonesians
and Malavsians and a Dutchman,”
Padilla said.

On April 13, Noel Besconde.
captain of the seized FB Ramona,

was beheaded by the group of

a certain ASG sub-leader Sad-

jawaan in Barangay Tugas, Pati-

kul, Sul, military officials said.
“M:, Besconde was murdered
by his ASG captors because he
was reporiedly il and impeded
their movernent io evade the oper-
ating units that are hunting them,”
Next page

i
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" against thxs'-band of ‘terrorists
~and rescue the reznammg kld-
. fnap victims.” .
“This | terronst group 15" all'
g -the more by ‘their recent bar-
bari g the desire of
:the AFP fo crush their beastly A
' “stop their kidnap-" poli
: for—ransom activities; and re~"

practi

Army Vision, By 2026, & world-class Army 1

tie g SDUcE of na

tionial pride
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store peace in Western Mind-

-anao. We willnever falter. We
will not rest ‘even & bit. in our
-intelli- -
gence; and-¢ivil-military op-
-erations to protect our people. .-
-_'-We will exhaust’ all eanse—
Tegal’ ‘and moral—to bring this

conduct:6f * combat,

war against terrorists to con-

‘ 'clusron,_ he added. ¢

“Afio" has ordered’ the coxﬁn :

mander of the' Joint Task
Force Sulu: te locate the re-
tnains ‘of Besconde so that he
can be brought to his famﬂy
and given a proper burial:
“We continue to call on
évery  God-fearing -resident

of Sulu Basﬂaﬂ, and other

penetratc some tourist spots'ﬁ.
qnth _Visayas ‘lookimg- for'

gnceof “ASG tcrror;sts in

S IWe strongiy condemn thlS'

-~ and ‘our: securxty forces . are: "

ist {éland of Bohol would not:
_'affect the holding -of - trade
f .

'.'th'é'pr /it
~‘Foreign Affairs spokeésman

Cebu and'Siquijor.”

~The Palace on Monday of—
fered it§ condoleénces to the -
farnily of Besconde. ./
and other representatives will
sldblooded:
murdet comimitted ‘daring the
Holy Week. Local authorities

-attackithat killed: three" 50

other armed men. - =

exhausting all meansto locate “We can conﬁrm that th

the captain’s. remams, as our
troops conti ' s push through  as ischeduled,

bandxt group and -A;hqld them i

’._.

e call” ‘on atl _c;txz’éﬁ's'
thmughout “the* archxpelago m

e

Robéspierre Bolivar said in?
'a .statement that the. Asean:
meeting,- which will be at-
tended: by 10-member. state
. trade officials and Hong Kong

~pushthrough-despite the. ASG:
)] ternatmnal C

~diers and 4 pelicemen and six

Asean meeting in Bohol wﬂlf'

-Hong -ong Free Trade Agree- '
'ectmg ‘on Apﬂi 18 to

cal workmg groups and ‘these -

- gvents are expected to be held -
throughout the yeat.

“On:April 26 to 29, Metro

Meanila will play host to the
30th Asean Summiit, with the .

major event 0B the last day to

‘be held ‘at ithe Philippine In- .

nventmn Cent~ o

'any new mformatmn._

"'_'sary of: ’die 10:nation organiza-
‘tion. With Sandy’ Araneta and

Sara Susanne Fabunan

i

f
|
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) hc to be vigilant and report
ormation to. the mﬁztary and .-

Cardo. Ano, wha vowed:

_ to dehver a: lethal blow S

then' beasﬂy.: practi
Turn to Page 8 &

esto Abella called on the pub

-military operations -

to proteci our people. We.

will exhaust all means — legal
and moral - to bring this war
agamst terrorlsts to conclu—
sion.”

_ Besconde was one of four FB
Ramona 2 crewmembers: the'
group abdticted in the Celebes.
Sea last Decembet and brought -
to Sulu as captives, just days.
after the AFP intensified its
operah{ms in known Abu
- Bayyaf lairs it the provinces
) of Basilan and Sulu and, more

“We qtrongl‘f condemn th g

senseless and -coldblooded

murder committed during
the Holy Week,” Abella said,
giving assurance that authori-

ties and security forces are

exhausting ail means to locate

~the captain’s remains. Brig:
- Gen. Cirilito Sobejana, com-"

mander of the military’s Joint

.. Task Force Sulu, believes that -
- Besconde was murdered by

_ his ‘captors in the vicinity of

Barangay-Tugas in Patikul, -

Sulu because he was ill and

behind the

I’msxdenhal ‘;pokeq an Br- fmi

was unhke

“are known {o make public an":
nouncernents and issue warn-

ings and ultimatums.

Tt all the more drives our
soldler@, airmen, sailors and
marines to deliver the lethal
blow agairist this band of ter-
rorists and rescue the remain-
ing kidnap victims,” Afio said
as he directed Sobejana to lo-
cate Besconde’s remains so he

gould be brought to his family
and accorded a decentburial.
“Roel Parefio, Lino de Ia Cruz

.. The AEP, on orders of Presi-

”:Batangas yesterday, hours
- -after arnving from:his week- -

t}'e bandits" he o
was killed: durmg combat -

_sub leader Hatlb ‘%awad]aan_:_.'f arre

his 're'aidence in‘San }fose, o

: y.éé'r old 'so

operations against the Abu -
Sayyafin Inabanga Boholon
Aprit 1l .
" Duterte comforted the be-

reaved parents, Gina and Es-
telito, and the siblings of the
slain soldier, giving them fi-
nancial assistance and a “dire¢t
line to the President” through

-a cellular phone that contains
his contact details.

T L With Chnstmé Meﬁdez;
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apo will be an’ automatm ve
‘cause that wﬂl be the offloading

year s Balikatan is mot
war.games but HADR and human-~ - he still doesiit have deta:ls on'that. -
. itarian assistance progects whiere - Balikatan i8 the hame for the .
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NPA claims responsibility for killing of Palawan disaster risk
reduction head

- The New People's Army claimed responsibility. for the killing of Palawan disasterrisk
reduction management office chief Gilbert Baaco, RGMA’s Junfred Calamba reported on

Monday.
Inako ng mga rebeldeng NPA ang pagpatay sa PDRRMC officer sa Palawan. | via Junfred Calamba,

RGMA Palawan @dzbb
7:53 PM - 16 Apr 2017

Baaco was gunned down on Good Friday at his house in Barangay Barong Barong, Brooke's Point,
Palawan, by an armed group.

According to Baaco's wife,'Maria Victoria, two of the group members were women, and they were
dressed in camouflage and carried high-caliber guns.

They said they were only after Baaco's guns, Maria Victoria said.

The group took two long firearms that belonged to Baaco, then escaped at the back of the
house, the report said.

The 44-year-old Baaco had four gunshot wounds and was pronounced dead on arrival at the hospital.

The Palawan disaster risk reduction management head—considered the right-hand man of Gov. Jose
Alvarez—served the provincial government in several capacities, including heading its Rescue 165

program.
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www.dwdd.com.ph

AFP condemns ASG for beheading kidnap

victim
Posted by Lui Claudio

The AFP expresses it's extreme indignation for the beheading of a Kidnap-for-Ransom Victim Mr.
Noel Besconde by Terrorist Abu Sayyaf Group Sub Leader Sadjawaan on 13 April 2017 in the vicinity

Brgy. Tugas in Patikul, Suiu.

Mr. Besconde, Filipino, was one of four members of the crew of FB Ramona who were abducted
somewhere in the Celebes Sea last Dec 2016.

BGen Cirilito Sobejana, Commander of Joint Task Force Sulu believes that Mr. Besconde was
murdered by his ASG captors because he was reportedly iil and impedes their movement to evade

the operating units that are hunting them:.

“While the AFP condemns this gruesome murder of this hapless kidnap victim, it all the more drives
our Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors, and Marines to deliver the lethal blow against this band of terrorists and
rescue the remaining kidnap victims,” declares AFP chief General Eduardo Ao,

"“This terrorist group are all the more, by their recent barbarism, fueling the desire of the AFP to crush
their beastly practice, stop their kidnap-for-ransom activities, and restore peace in Western Mindanao.

e will never falter. We will not rest even a bit in our conduct of combat, intelligence, and civil-
military operations to protect our people. We will exhaust all means-legal and moral~ to bring this war

against terrorists to conciusion.

“Meanwhile, | have directed JTF Sulu Commander BGen Sobejana to locate the remains of the Mr.
Besconde forthwith. | desire that his body be brought to his moumnfui family and be accorded a decent
burial.

“We continue to call on every God-fearing resident of Sulu, Basilan, and other parts of Western

Mindanao to help your AFP and other security forces to put a stop to this criminai and evil acts of the
ASG. They have no place in our civilized society,” concludes General Afo

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

2




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.dwdd.com.ph
AFP to allocate 5% for Muslims in

Recruitment

" Posted by Lui Claudio ™

CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City ~ The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) will in future
recruitment, set aside five percent (5%) of the total number of applicants to come from Muslim
Fifipinos, Marine Colonel Edgard Arevalo, AFP Public Affairs Chief disclosed Saturday, April 8.

“The AFP Chief of Staff, General Eduardo Afio ordered the allocation of a maximum of 5% of the total
number of aspirants in the AFP either as Officers, Cadets, or Eniisted Personnel for our Musiim

brothers and sisters,” Colonel Arevalo said.

At present, all recruitment guotas in the AFP have a 10% allocated to femaie soldiers white 5% are
allotted for Indigenous People (IP), reinstatement, and special enlistment.

In the Philippine Army alone, this year's quota is 3,600 for regular enlistment; 36C of which are
dedicated to female applicants while 180 are sither for IP, reinstatement, or special enlistment. If the
new allocation will be implemented, another 180 will be dedicated to Muslim applicants.

The Philippine Air Force, on the other hand, has a quota of 600 for Enlisted Personnel and 80 for
Military Officers while the Philippine Navy has 1,660 for Enlisted Personnel and 140 for Officers.

“With the specific number of recruits to be sourced from among Muslim applicants, we hope ta be
able to organize a hattalion of Muslim soldiers. And in the fong run, a Brigade or Division composed
of Muslims. They will be appropriately deployed to areas where Islam is the predominant retigion,”

Colonel Arevalo said.

“The Muslim soldiers will comprise the units best deployable to Muslim communities because of their
being abreast of the culture and knowledgeabie of the sensitivities of the Isiam religion,” Coionel
Arevalo stated.

“Most of our Muslim brothers and sisters perceive the deployment of almost 100% Christian soldiers

in their communities as invading or occupational forces. We hope to avoid this through the
deployment of pure Muslim units in their communities,” Colonel Arevalo added.

“We desire an Armed Forces of the Philippines that shall represent a cross-section of our society. We
wouid like to ensure that as we modernize, we would not be Tocusing our attention only in armaments
and eguipment but in empowering specific sectors within the AFP like women, Indigenous Peoples,
and Muslims,” General Eduardo Ao, AFP Chief of Staff said.
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