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"By FRANGIS T. WAKEFIELD

g he mililary announced
¥ Wednesdey the release of
two of its soldiers, who were
relsased hy New People’s

iArmy (NPA) guerillas in Sitio Datal
‘pitak, Barangay Colon Tabak in
i Matan-ao, Davao del Sur

Army Major Genersl Rafael Va-

leneia, the commander, 10th Infantry
- Division, identified the freed soldiers

asPfe. Samuei Garay Jr, and Sgt. So-

' Jaiman Calocop. They were abducted
' by Communist rebels in Columbio,

Sultan Kudarat last February 2.

He said the two soldiers were
turned-over by their captors at 9
a.m. to third party facilitator Sow-

' ing the Seeds of Love, which was

accompanied by former Davao del

| Sur Congressman Mark Cagas and
. to the administration of Davao del
" Sur and Vice Mayor of Colurmbio,
' gultan Kudarat, Vice Mayor Edwin
! Bermudez.

In a statement, NPA spokesper-

" son Jorge “Ka Oris” Madlos said
" the two soldiers would have been
" released earlier had it not been for
* the “continuing offensive military and

Page: %

police operations in the Socskargen
area.”

Madlos said the release of Garay
and Calocop was in accordance with
the Joint Statement of the Philippine
Government (GRP) and the National
Democratic Front (NDF} after the
fourth round of formal peace talks in
The Netherlands last April &

The joint statemeni stipulated
the release of the two soldiers before
Easter Sunday.

Despite the delay in the release
of Garay and Calocop, Madlos said
the guerillas are “also set to release
three other POWs (Prisoners of
‘War) in Bukidnon and in the Caraga
region.”

And as such, the NPA leader asked
the government to “order its military
and police forces to stand down and
suspend offensive operations in the
areas to be identified by third party
facilitators in order tc pave the way
for the safe and orderly release and
turnover of the (remaining) POWs.”

“The Armed Force of the Philip-
pines (AFP) and Philippine National
Police (PNP) have stubbornly refused
to heed the clamor for their units to
stand down and suspend offensive

q

operations to provide the opportunity
for such a turnover (of hostages:,”
Madlos said.

But military spokesman Brig, Gen.
Restituto Padilla maintained that there
“was no hindrance for the release of
the zbducted soldiers and that there
was no further reason to hold them.”

Padilia also pointed out that Garay
and Calocop were “unarmed and in
givitian clothes when they were ab-
ducted in the midst of the unilateral
ceasefires.”

The two soldiers were immedi-
ately brought to Camp Panacan Station
Hospital in Davac City for medical
check-up.

“They will be... they will undergo
psychological test and other usual
debriefing,” Valencia said.

The release of the two soldiers
augurs well for the ongoing dialogue
between teams from the GRP and NDE,
which are in the midst of discussions
over the provision of a Comprehen-
sive Agreement on Socio-FEconomic
Reforms (Caser) and a possible joint
ceasefire agreement.

The two parties return to The Neth-
erlands on May 26 for the fifth round
of the formal talks.
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NEW People’s Army rebels yes-
terday released two soldiers they.

abducted in Sultan Kudarat some

two monthg ago while government -
and thé ¢ommumist group were

observing ceasefites. | :

Sgt. Solaiman Calocop and Pfc
Samuel Gatay were freed around 9
a.m. in Sitio Datal Pitak, Batangay
Colonbasak in Matanao town in

' Davao del Sut, said Maj. Gen,

| Rafae] Valencia, commander of
the Army’s 10th Infantry Division.

Sull in the hands of the NPA
are Pfc. Bdwin Salan who ‘was
abducted in Alegtiatown, Surigao
del Notte on Japnary 29 and
PO2 Jerome Natividad who was

i gmatched in Talakag town Bukid-

non on Febtuary 9. Sutigao del

 Norte and Bukidnon ate under

the area of responsibility of the

4t Infantry Division
Valencia said Calocop and Ga-

' ray, both with the Army’s 39th

Infantry Battalion, were turned
over by the rebels to a group led
by formner Davao del Sur congress-

* their base at that time.

?'h NauonlNcwspapcr

can Station Hospital in Davao City

for a medical checkup. “They will

undetgo psychological test and the
vsual debriefing,” he said. .
Asked if theré are signs of tor-

ture, Valenicia said, “I have yet to
~“meet thiem; We will still find out
Llateron” T : :

The soldiers were intéiécpted
by the NPA rebels last February 2

in Columbio town, Sultan Kudarat -

while aboard a motorcycle. Un-

-armed and in civilian clothes, the

twa soldiers were ont the way 10

‘The abduction came while the
communists and the govermment
were still observing their respective
unilateral ceasefires and while the
two sides were involved in peace
negotiations. o

Several othet government troops
wete abdncted before and after that,
forcing President Duterte to lift the
government ceasefire and tesminate
the talks, Duterse’s order was also
prompted by other rebel attacks.

I
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_The goverpment later agrécd
“to testme peace talks withithe

cominutiists: However, govern=
imient-soldiets aré continuing with
offensive operations-against the
commuists, pending the declara-
tion of a bilateral ceasefire, :

- Valencia said the release of the
two soldiers was long overdué.
“They should have released the
two long ago to prove that they are
a responsible and sincere partne:
in the tatks” he'said, © - - .- ¢

- Earlier this month;, the National

‘Democratic Front of the Philip-

pines asked the military to suspend
military operations iff some areas
in Mindanao to pave the way for
the reléase Calocop, Garay, Salan
and Natividad, . .
. Asked if the 10th ID suspended
military operations, leading to the
release of Calocop and Garay,
Valencia said, “We have no op-
érations to 'suspend becanse we
do not have any opetations against :
them, Our position actually was for’
them to just leave the two soldiers
anywhere (f they want to release
therm),” he said.
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!;hat they are’s :
T Cebu province,.Vice Governor ~and law enforcement agenmes ‘who are

E.Agnes Magpale said S teceived - ycapableofputtmgtravelers concerns
 assurance from Cebu’ Provincial Police . ease;”said DOT regmn ﬁicer—m«:harge
Office dlreetc y Semor Supt. Eric Noble udy Gabato, . - : :

* that his men are securing coastal towns T Barly this weelk, thi ,
in Cebu that face Bohol South Korea in Cebu'had issued a travel

‘The Department of "I‘iiunsm (DOT) " advisory for Bohol, citing ‘the fighting i m
' has also said 1t is conﬁ&ent the military Inabanga (With Ji enrufer N Sarcauga)
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AMZEI\«EBER of the Abu Sayyaf :

tepottedly hooked on drags ‘Wwas
killed ‘while an Army ‘soldier was,
. ‘wotinded - durmg an’ ann-ﬂlcgal

‘drugs opetatotiinPatikul townm- =

. Sulu early yesterday motning. -
Biig. -Gen. Citilito Sobe;ana,
commandcr of the militaty'sJoint
. Task Force Suly; said the opera-

tion also résulted in the artest of

. 34 drug ‘peddlers and users; in-

: cluding Abu Sayyaf members.
-Sobejana 'said troops from the

'Army's 45th Infanuy DBattal-

jori-and Sula “provincial police

swooped down'at a drug denin
Barangay Danag at around 4 a.m.,
leading to 2 15-minute firefight:

Sobejans identified < the’  slain

Abu Sayyaf memiber as Jah Adul.

. “Some members of the-Abu
Sayyaf were thete. In “fact, the
{slain suspect) was identified to be
an ASG mesmbet,”” he said,

Troops tecovered at the scene

an M16 rifle, three cal. 45 pistols,
. three hand :grenades and- three
. heat-sealed plastic sachets -con-
talning suspécted shabu, & i
Sobejana said a soldier sustained
a gunshot wound in the gallblad-
- det area and is now recuperating
in 2 hospital. “He is already okay,
in stable condition...He is under
medijcation at present and alteady
.out of danger,” he said.

- Sobejana said the 34 arrested
suspects incladed a female who
1as a standing warrant of arrest
‘or peddling illegal drugs. He

Mala

Tno Nal lo nn# Nc-wspapcr

people 1t’s veryd ik

‘1f thcy de not. icuow what theéyare .. |

high

‘Tice on Tuesday.
s Police  repotis -shows
afound noon Tuesday, a’ certain

gay Pasong “Tamo officials “that
she will surrender illegal drugs to
. them.

Barangay Pasong Tamo chair-
man Emmanuel PHar relayed
her message to operatives of the
Talipapa Policé Station, who im-
mediately conducted recovery op-
erations at No. 192 Rosal Street,
Pingkian, Barangay Pasong Tamo.

The operation resulted in the

\S

‘.-pushexs afidosEs
-;m sepatate

; wife Sfad arkested drig
pusher turned. over- P3.2 million. .

‘of shabu to the Quezon City po-'_
pohcc‘on “Faesdiy. 1 g

'--?-that at i

Joy ‘Haldos, 42, itiforrhed Baian-: " Doroxas; 4

'ﬂﬁ@gﬂ'

tions conduc

“near 19th Ave.

Page. M___

‘,Insp #Jesth’ Vigﬂlaiof the Makatt )

-Sta_non D:ugs Enforcement Umt -

said four c sachet 6f sugpect-

“ad shabu ' were” confiscated from

‘Operativesiof-the:Talipapa- Pos Hiwit: salong ith linarked: money

lice Station an:csted a certain Felix

operatiofy at § Agu

in Barangay Talipapa at about 3:30
pam. Two plastic sachets of sus-
pected shabu and an improvised
tooter wete seized from him,

" At dbout 445 pum., the same
Gperatives also - arrested suspects
Dennis Cuaresma, 41; Arnel Del
Agna, 37; and Celso Francisco,
27; after they wete caught in the
act of sniffing shabu, Police con-

worth P1.500. Awit is detained at

. the MakatiPthe Station; . o

‘A'suspected drug user was at-
rested for . allegedly running
amuck in Paslg City on Tuesday
night. '

Senior Supt. Orlando Yebss, lo-
cal police chief, saidl Rowell 5ta,
Ana, of Barangay Pineda, yielded
a bladed weapon and two plastic
sachets of suspected shabu. —
With Evan Ovrias and Christian:
Ofneza
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Roadside bomb explodes in Maguindanao
From ABS-CBM {Apr 19): Roadside bomb explodes in Maguindanao

Photo courtfesy of ham‘f Sado ustaph unb:aPolics

SHARIFE SAYDONA MUSTAPHA — A roadside bomb exploded in the national highway along Barangay
Nabundas, Wednesday morning, ' )

Nobody was hurt in the biast, said Maguindanao Deputy Provincial Police Director, Police Superintendent

Jibin Bongeayao.

Maguindanao police said the target of the bomb might have been police officers and soidiers who
regularly patrol the area.

According to Bongcayao, Barangay Nabundas, Shariff Saydona Mustapba in Maguindanao is an area
occupied by Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF).

http://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/19/17/roadside-bomb-explodes-in-maguindanac
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Know how C-130s support FA-50PHs operations

From.Update Philippines (Apr.19): Know how C-130s support FA-50PHs operations

Philippine Air Force 220th Airlift Wing is providing support every time FA-50PH Fighting Eagles
conducts operations. The latest is sorties conducted April 18 held at Clark Air Base.

The 220th Airlift Wing's main role is to provide tactical airlift and air transport to all Armed Forces of
the Philippines units, and government agencies. It also provides airlift for para-drop/airdrop of

nersonnel, eguipment and supplies.

220th Airlift Wing also conducts aero-medical evacuation, fong range maritime patrol. air
reconnaissance and aerial searches.

http://www. update.ph/2017/04/&now-how-c-130s-suppori-fa-50phs-operations/16921
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Child amazon surrenders to army battalion in Kapalong

From the Mindanao Times (Apr 19): Child amazon surrenders to army battalion in Kapalong

A 15-YEAR-OLD girl rebel and 18-year-old New People’s Army member surrendered to the Brave
company of the 80th Infantry Battalion in Sitio Patil, Barangay Gupitan, Kapalong in Davao del Norte on
Mondavy.

2Lt. Amadeuz Vi Celestial, civil-military operations (CMO) officer of 60th IB, identified the girl only as
alias Rose, medic of the Pulang Bagani Command 4. Prior to his surrender. alias Junjun was the sguad
jeader of Primera, Abe, Carios of Pulang Bagani Command 4, Sub-Regional Committee of the Southern

Mindanao Regional Command.

They both belong to the Dibabawon tribe. They initially made contact with a tribal leader in the area
and the commander of a Cafgu Active Auxiliary Detachment in Kapalong.

Accordingly, Junjun was recruited by certain alias Pai and Rose was recruited by certain Emilies Bat-
ao who promised to support their schooling in Davao City.

Rose claimed that she grew tired of aiways escaping the authorities, and she didn’t fully grasp the

ideology of the NPA. Junjun claimed that he experienced abuse at the hands of the senior rebel
leaders. He was made to carry heavy packs and personal belongings from the time he was 15.

He also claimed 1o have stayed in UCCP Haran in Davao City for about a monih. They both revealed that there
are four still four Lumad chiid-soldiers in their command.

Lt. Col. Emmanuel Canilla, the battalion commander, said that recruiting Rose and Junjun only showed
that the NPA continues to disregard international laws on the use of child soldiers.

Rased on their records, Rose was the fifth underage rebels who surrendered to their battalion.

Two more members surrender in Bukidnon

Meanwhile, two NPA members are set to participate in the 3rd Infantry Battalion’s Arm-to-Farm
program after their surrender on Sunday in Impasugong. Bukidnon. Under the program, the two would

be working in the farm for their initial subsistence.

Lt. Erwin Bugarin, civil-military operations (CMO)] officer of 3rd 1B, said the two rebel returnees, whose
names are withheld for security purposes, brought with them four firearms with bullets.

"Despite of the holidays, we work to keep threats away from the community,” he said. “We may be mandated
to go after armed groups but we never get tired of helping those who saw a brighter path and are seeking a

better future.”
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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AFP more than abie to secure prospectave PHL nucﬂear
facilities

From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 18): AFP more than able to secure prospective PHL nuclear facilities

Should the Philippines restart its nuclear power program in a bid to achieve energy sufficiency, the

military is more than ready and capable to secure the sensitive infrastructure.

Armed Forces of the Ph[!lnp;hes (AFP) spokesperson Brig. Gen, Rest!tuto Pad;ila said when asked

if the military is capable of securing such facilities from various threats.

Earlier, Department of Energy (DOE) undersecretary Jess Posadas stressed the importance of nuclear
security as among the 18 infrastructure issues that need to be prioritized by countries embarking on a

nuclear power program.

He made the statement at the Seminar on Security of Radioactive Sources went underway Monday to kick off
the Tth Annual Meeting of Nuclear Energy Cooperation Subsector Network (NEC-S55N).

The seminar, held at the Sofitel Philippine Plaza Manila, aims to reaffirm the importance of international and
regional cooperation in nuclear security, and promote ASEAN member states’ enhancement of security of

radioactive sources.
The seminar was jointly organized by the ASEAN Centre for Energy (ACE) and the Integrated Support Center
for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Nuclear Safety (ISCN) of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA), with the
Philippines as host.

The delegates to the meet include representatives of other ASEAN member states (Malaysia, Thailand,
Vietnam, and Indonesia), and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), as well as members of the

Nuglear Energy Program |mplementing Organization (NEPIO) from the Philippine nuclear network, such as the
DOE, the Philippine Nuclear Research Institute (PNRI), the National Power Corp., the UP National Engineering

Center (NEC) and other stakeholders in the public and private sectors.

The 7th NEC-SSN meeting and its associated events is in fine with the Philippine hosting of the 50th Founding
Anniversary of the ASEAN.
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Suspected ASG killed, 34 others bagged in law

enforcement ops in Sulu
From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 19): Suspected ASG killed, 34 others bagged in law enforcement

ops in Sulu

Fulfilling their law enforcement role, troopers from the Joint Task Force Sulu have shot and killed a

suspected Abu Sayvaf Group (ASG) bandit and arrested 34 other drug suspects in a foint operation
with police in Patikul Wednesday early morning. '

This took place 4 a.m., according to Joint Task Force Sulu commander Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana.

Troops from the 45th Infantry Battalion conducted the operation at Barangay Danag, of the above-

mentioned town.

Sobejana said his men were aiding local police officers in the serving of search and arrest warrants
against a known drug enclave in the area when a short firefight took piace, killing a suspected ASG

bandit and capfured of 34 suspects, of which 33 are male and one female.

A trooper identified as one Cpl. Maramat was hit in the gallbiadder in this 15 minuie encounter, he added.

The former is now in stable condition white the slain bandit was identified as Jah Adul.

Also recovered were an M-16 automatic rifle, three 45 caliber pistols, assorted drug paraphernalias and three
farge heat-sealed satchets containing suspected shabu along with five grenades.
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