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STORYBY DJYAP

Lawmaker urges DFA to file a strong protest against China for firing warning shots te drive
away Bataan fishermen from Union Bank in the heavily disputed Spratly archipelago AZ_

‘ pea{,hment complamt -against.
- Président Duferte for his de-
‘featist stance'i in the South Chi-

na Sea d;spute urged the De-
partment of Fore1gn Affdirs
di :

dan apalogy from Chi-
] he incident.” :
LRI a statement Ale;ano
conaemned “in the strongest
. terms” the “aggressive acts” of
" the :Chinese . Coast Guard,
which reportedly fired warn-
¢ ing shots to prevent the Fil-
! Ipinus from fishing in Union
Bank, .
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Wlthm PH economlc znne

: __'Ph:hppmes——Mablm Reef (m-
»ternationally known as John-;i
on: South Reeﬂ :

U “Onceand for all et s as

| sertour rzghts byconereteacs:

. tiong ...: - Otherwise;. ‘other:
' countnes particuiarly China;

will continiie 10" abusé and’

: 'drsrpspect usasa country," he
.saad TR

Television © reports-’

- Wednesday . said ‘the Chinese
" Coast *Guard drove away Fil- -
. /ipino fishermen from ‘Marive- .
‘les’town, - Bataan 'Province, :
- fromUnion BankonApril'g::
f.dhe report quoted some of

' '.staff of'the Afmed Forces of
" the: Ph111pp1ne5' on 'Ilmlcsdav;yr
“saidthe incider Was'under in< ':3'
""Vethgatmn I

'5"cewed sketchy reports ‘of the
1nc1dent Wh1ch happened near:

“and, wha had been em:our-
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JAKARTA — Donald Tramp will
attend a series of key summits in
Asia in November, bis vice presi-
dent said Thursday, adding it was
a sign of America’s “unwavering
commitment” to the region.

The US president will go to the US-
ASEAN and East Asia meetings in the
Philippines, as well as a gathering of
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) group in Vietnam, Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence said here.

Former president Barack Obama,
who had championed a “pivot to Asia,”
was a frequent visitor to the Asia-Facific
as he sought to refocus US foreign
poticy on the region to counter growing
Chinese influence.

Trump’s decision o attend the meet-
ings could come as a surprise to some,
given his fiery “America first” rhetoric
and his deciston to ebandon a Pacific
trade pact which was the economic
plank of the pivol

The president’s attendance at the
meetings was “a sign, I hope to all, of
our firm and unwavering commitment
to build on the strong foundations that
we already share,” Pence satd during &
visit to Indonesia.

The announcement came as Pence
visited the Jakarta headyuarters of the
ju-member Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and met rep-
resentatives of the bioc.

The East Asia Summit groups 18
countries including ASEAN member-
states, the US, Russia and China. APEC
brings together 21 member-states from
gither side of the Pacific,

It was the latest signal on Pence’s tour
of Asia that the Trump administration is

Turn to Page 10

reaffirmed US treaty commit-
ments to the security ofthe two"
North Koréa’s nuclear and
missile programmes. .- e

ty -cOMmim

as ténisions tise over: .

_dent Obama,

: a, whom he has "
U eirsed and told togotohell.”

“Pence will depart Indone-
‘siatoday for Australia, -

AFP .




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is & source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845.9555 Local: 5285, 5205

7%\ April 2017

are guarded by members of New People’s Army guerriilas, the armed wirig of the Communist Party o
_the Philippines; during a turnover ceremony to governmient officials and peace advocates Wednesday in-
Matanao, Davao del Sur. The group of the children was not identified by the cameéraman, AFP -7 o
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. ' -':_ExpluswéDewces (IEDS): mcludmg"
‘Division, ::a:d the bomb faeﬂiw of the landmines. . . . ;

. (,AMP NAKAR Lucena Czty e NPA was feund Iast Saturday dur;ng : He sa:d the NPA’S use of Iand-'

: aft ibattle: '

ty ‘has'the Lapamty_ 0 orbombs that ca se death aud

: ccmmander i -the 2nd Infantry :produce hundreds oi Improvmed__:_f 1n3uryofpeopie A S S
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By iahn P‘aoﬁa Benc;to

* OR President

= Rodrigo Duterte,
. the only good Abu
Sayyaf'is a dead one.

~ “Do not give me prison-
*“grs, T don’t ne=d them.” he said
- Wednesday night. “If there’s a
figin and they surrender, vou
refuse. Y ou decline the offer of
surrender.”

“Let's  comtipue  fighting.
Eventually they will run out
~ of bullets. | have plenty of sol-
diers 1o spare,” he added as he
* divalged that the receml clash
i Bohol was timed by the ASG
- {0 embarrass the govermment
whiclt is hosting meetings of the
Asseiation of Southeast Asian
WNauons.

“The Abu Sayyaf {is there] be-
cause there is an Asean meeling
now. and they went there maybe
to kidnap [some people]. .. 1 told
the \'avy if you see them fon a
hoat]. blasi them off,” he said.

Eatlier in the day. Duterte of-
fered a P1- miltion bounty for
each of the six Abu Sayyaf ban-
dits who sscaped the deadly en-
connter with secuzity forces in
Inabangz. Bohol. last week.

The President even called up
on civilians to kill the jihad-
ists, as he ordered an intensi-
fied crackdown on the terrorist
group, even: i their lairs in Sulv,

The President had earlier told
security forces to finish off the
Abu Savvaf as another of the
werorist  group’s  sub-leaders,
Alnabisi Misava, was spotied
ir Negros Oriental. constituting
a thiea! to nearby Apo Island.
Swmilon 1sland and Siguijor.

Last week, Abu Sayvaf ban-
dits planning a terrorist atiack
clashed with police and troops in
nearby Inzhanga. Bohol. ieaving

Next nane
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-'-pag!usob at:

gipasa’ tropa ng gobyer
o sa Bohol ay-hayagang: £

abing ] linggo ang pito pang mi-

' "t_he Phﬁlppmes (AFP) 'yembm ng bandi

TSR AT ol dtheNavylfﬁ 50 o §par
#you see “ihém {ASGY, the a
: .boai b!ast them ofT ” ba~ :

o SM Mallof Asia a;Pasay_:-paug mahuli altikulong

ang ang b1b

1C1ty Kamakalaws ng gabi. ang mga Abu’ Sayyaf
_ ngb[gavdmngdtrek—' =00 not gIve Tne pris gin pata
:t[i)a st Pangulong Duterte .- soners. Tdontrieed them spokesperson Bng/Gen bumagsak sd karay :ang
. $a Hopa.ng gobyernong ~giit pa ng Pangulo. - "Restituto Padilla; "wel- miga ‘bandido; (Betchal
T e e comemove angnasabmg Juhan/Ar:es a'no)
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By'Maﬂo J '_Pe'!a!!ari

and Ted Tuvera

Th
| terrorists in Behol are now focusad
on “survival® msf;ead of sowing terror

andeonducting kldnappmg in the -

proviiice whére ‘there {s ongoing
Asqnczatmn of. Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean) meet '

At the same time, the Imhtary -
“said-that-the-PL-million bounty_ o
| offered by President Duterte for
eaoh head will sureiy boost the ™

ongoing manhut, uperatzons

| “At this poini, their goal is"
. survival, te escape. There is no

intention to kidnap or conduct
bombing...they are just for self-
preservation, to escape Bohol,” said

Capt, Jojo Mascarefias, civil m;htary_

operations: officer of fhP Army S
o - “where He was briefed on the security

302nd Brigade. -

Mascarefias stressed that the”

Abu ‘Sayyaf men ere still in the
provinge.

“Fhey are now finding ways to
leave, escape Bohol, but we wiil make

sure that they will not leave here -

without us capfuring or neutralizing
them,” he said. -

Mascareftas, however, warned
that the hunted Abu Sayyaf men are
still armed and “capable to cause
harm fo anybody.”

Based on intelligence mfonnamon,
6 said government troops are
pursuing six to seven ASG members
who were part of the group of terrorist
subleader Muamar Askali, aliss Abu
Pami, which landed in Inabanga town
ont April 10,

m . nmg. Abu .Séyy.af.‘.

845.9555 Local: 5285, 5205 |

three other Abu Savyaf men an
local couple whose link to the ASG s
still being determined. - .

On the other hand, feuri"

© government troops, including a junior - _ te
message Intends to boost the moral-

of active civilian defense against thé
‘AbusSayyaf's sudden preqence‘-f'

outside thefr common lau's in Basﬂan S ‘_
O - Bources 10 corroborate the ep

Army officer, were 3190 kziled m

action.- e
Mascdrefias ajso S&ld thatthe Pl—

_ miillion’ bounty offered: by President
“Duterte for ‘ach of the Abu Sayyaf -
-bandits on'the run in Bohel is 2 huge .
‘boost to: the ongomg manhunt

operations. -

“Even ordinary people will now
have the interest to locate the
group,” he said..,

. Duterte made the offer on

: Wednesday durmg his visit to'Bohol

of the ongoing Asean meet there.

According to Mascarefias,
government forees have not stopped
operating against the Abu Sayyaf
men,

“F‘mm day one up to now, we
have not stopped. Our soldiers no
longer come down from the
mountains,” Mascarefias said,

Meanwhile, presidential
spokesman Ernesto Abella, at a
Palace briefing yesterday, clarified
that the Duterte’s recent pitch to

pay locals to track dovmn suspected

Abus “dead or alive” in Bohol s just
an expression to emphasize the need
for public vigilance against the
terrorists.

“T think the statement was in a

s not & policy direction, okay. It's

--Abella noted that Duterte’ '

< and Sl :

i1 doest’t mearnt to say that everv -
house and you know will be having
m-surrender would solve 7 percent: ‘of .
" ‘the Abu Sayyaf problem in Suluy

arms. P'm sure it isimply —= I’
assuming that part of the civil defense,

in civil defense Would be pushed up,” -
5 respeated leader His followert;' wxlb :
Asked if how serious the- W i
President reaily is i arriihy civifians,  percent
the Palave officidl -said; “That’s "

ke said.

something that will be left to him
(Duterte).”

Meanwhile, sustained military

operations could be taking its toll
on Abu Sayyaf top leader Radullan
Sahiron, who is supposedly sending
surrender feelers tothe government.

Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana,
commander of Joint Task Foree Suln,
said that & close friend of Sahiron is
relaying his supposed intent to
surrender,

Sobejana deacrlbed the emxssary

a8 3 well«respeci‘.ed traditional -

leader™ — apparently in Sulu,

“There are feelers. Accordingly,
as reported to us he (Szhiron) is
weak, tired and weary because they
are moving from one piace to

. “The Pres;dent he has away of _
- undarlining what h wa,nts to do..,

....are tired ‘are being replace
-continuous,” he added,

- .not'a policy..; There's ne paper to S ) :

‘support that,” he added..

is ‘seriously considering surreriter;
. Sobejana said “because’ of th‘en‘
“present condition, on the yup. Thipy:

reported

work in progress. - .
“We are workmg on

Sobegana said. ' -
- Sobejana said that Sah;ron’s :

“Considering: that<he lsmax

the religious leader of the AS »ami;
Hatib Sawadjaan, a'subjeider.
Asked if he thinks that 84

run ‘short of logistics.. they arel

" outéide of their comfort Z0nes, the?n

no longer enjoy the support. coming

. from the -community, 50 ther%q%i‘
. truth ®

“The mllité,ﬁ offimal a}so ¢if
Sahiron’s age — who is in hlS o

Sahiron is wanted by the Umféd*
States with $1-miltion reward foz‘ ’hié’
neutralization. =
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| Ane Nangasiumans Prrsavscare Tassoc sa Bansa  PB.OD

i

ﬁg%i"mﬂ?bn patong 58 wat K
1sa 84 mga bandidéng natita sa Bohol, - -
sinabing takatutulomy ito upang
Kangad na MAaresto angInga o
Sa kanyahg pahayag sa

.- mga baridido ngumt pawa
“ghtonyat sugatan ang inga ito
- i Ginabionid Bscuelas na ang:x
erotista, kabilang ang Boholang na st
- Joselto Milloria, alyas "l
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. _--arenowtxred andvervhungry, andmost
: ef them are mjured S NS

 While Sahzron hasalre. d

:renderfeelers Lt: Col. Adotfo Escuelas,
. military intelligence battalion head'
the Cerntral Command (Centcom) of -
.'-the Armed Forces of the Philippines,
" disclosed vesterday that Abu' ‘Bayyaf

mexmbers who are still at large in Bohol

' -3'ment w'lﬂ not tum h1m over to the

ers-and other (Jeaders) wﬂI foHow," th
mxhtary official’added i

“Should this: deveiop, ’?0 percentiof
the ASG problem will be solved, the .
~Joint Task Fcrce Sulu commanderj-5_
stressed.
- Onie of the condlﬁons set bv the ASG';_: &

Ieader is that the Phxhppme govern-

o
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o Shou!d this deveiop, 70 percent of'
.the ASG problem Wf" be soived, the
e

said,

~end drug ersonalzt 25

- One of the condltlons set by 1the."--
. ASG leader is-that the Philippine:

-government will hot turn him over to
* the US governmiant.-Sahiron’is the .
- leading figurehead of the ASG in Sulu
. after most of the foundmg ieaders of s

and the Sultrin B'arangay*banag

: Sobejana said the suspects are sard z
-t be combined members'of the ASG -

the drea : :
He said of the 34 dr Lg personalities

' capturedin the joint law enforcemerit

operation at about 4 a1, 33 aremale

“while the other is female: {PNA and

Francis 7. Wakefield) .. - ...
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Abu Sayyaf being funded
money —

litary

By ROEL PAREROQ

ZAMBOANGA CITY ~ Aside from
narcoe politics, the country may be
suffering from narco terrorism.

Joint military and police forces
killed a suspected Abu Sayyaf mili-
tant and arrested 34 others during
an anti-illegal drug operation in a re-
mote village in Pattkud, Sulu

Lt. Gen. Carlite Galvez Ir., com-
mander of Western Mindanao Com-
mand (Westmincom), identified the
slain Abu Sayyaf militard as Abu Jah.

A soldier was wounded during the
firefight, he said.

Troops and policemen were able to
arrest 34 people suspected fo be in-
voived in illegal drugs.

Galvez said they were tipped off
by an informant of a place in Baran-
gav Danag where the Abu Savvaf
were allegedly engaging in the illegal
drug trade.

“T'his development can somehow
prove that the Abu Sayval mvolved
themselves in the drug trade to sus-
tain their operations against the gov-
ernment and conducl terror attacks,”
Galvez said.

Galvez believes local drug svndi-
cates are funding the Abu Saveaf for
protection for their illegal activities.

Troops from the Army’s 45th In-

tantry Battalion and the provincial

olice Jaunched the jeint operation
that led to the arrest of the 34 drug
suspects.

The troeps also seized an M16 -
fle, three 45 pistols, five hand gre-
nades and various drug parapherna-
lia at the site.

The 34 suspects were brought to
the Sulu Provincial Police Office for
questioning, officials said.

Meanwlile, a suspected Abu
Savyaf militant was arrested in Jolo
town last Friday.

Samla Healil, a follower of Abu
Sayyaf sub-leader Alden Bagade,
was arrested by troops and police-
men during a joint operation in
Barangay Tulay.

President Duterte has ordered the
Armed Forces of the Philippines to
get seven Abu Savyaf bandits “dead
or alive.”

He also dangled a PI-miilion boun-
tv for every bandit captured or killed.

The Abu Sayval is stili holding
several foreigners hostages, and is re-
portedly plotting terrorist attacks on
several tourist destinations. The plots
prompted several foreign govern-
ments {0 issue trave advisories on the
Philippines. ~ —With Lino dela Cruz
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AFP veritying reports PHL fishers harassed off Union Bank

From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 20): AFP verifying reports PHL fishers harassed off Union Bank

" The Armed Forces of the =F‘;uﬁ'i'lgi"'pﬂpines (AFP}is Qerifying"':i'é;orts that gllléged members ofthe Chinese
coast guard have harassed Filipine fishermen fishing off Union Bank last week.

"We are still validating that story. We afso heard that but it's hard to give an official statement without
getting first the facts and verifying the alleged incident. In coordination with other agencies particularly
the Philippine.Coast.Guard (PCG), we will validate itand thereafter take the proper actions,” said AFP

chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afoon Thursday

Afio said Union Bank, a submerged feature, is near Gaven Reef, a feature holding some Chinese

structures.

Reports said that the incident took place somewhere off Mariveles, Bataan.

The harassed fishermen came from La Union.
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Troops find abandoned Abu Sayyaf camp in Basilan

Troops found the abandoned camp while on a fracking operation against the bandit group.
ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines — Government {roops seized an Abu Savyaf camp during operations
Sunday in the hinterland of Sumisip town in Basilan, a military official said Thursday.

The ground forces also recovered assorted war materiel and camouflage attire belonging to the Abu
Savyaf group in the nearby town of Maluso on the same day, saidWestern Mindanao Command

{Westmincom) chief Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr.

He said the elements of the 68th infantry Battalion under Joint Task Force Basilan chief Col. Juvymax
Uy were on 4 tracking operation when thev discovered the Abu Sayvaf lair at Barangay Cabcaban,

Sumisip town Sunday afternoon.

Galvez said t'he troops reported the céfnp was hastily abandoned by the Abu Sayyaf militants who detected the
approaching soldiers.

The government troops initially encountered the Abu Sayyaf in the same area on April 11, Eight militia
members were killed and 11 others — six soldiers and five militiamen — were wounded in the clash.

The soldiers described the abandoned camp as having three guard posts and 38 bunkers.

Separate forces, composed of Army Rangers and militia also recovered a'sing!e-shat rifle, a 'shotgun, assorted
ammunition, a radio transceiver, and battle dress attire (BDA) uniforms belonging to the Abu Sayyaf at uphili
Barangay Abong Abong, Maluso town.

Galvez said soldiers from the 15th Special Forces Company aiso stumbled on an arms cache while
tracking down the Abu Sayyaf militants along the mangrove area of Langas Island off Maluso town last

Tuesday,

They found an M16 rifle with a magazine, and an M1 Garand with an ammunition clip and a bandolier wrapped
in a sack.Locals told the troops they noticed twe people bringing the sack with the suspicious items.

According to Uy, the civilians also said one of the two had his arm wrapped with a bandage.

The military suspects that the two suspects were among the foliowers of Abu Sayyaf group sub-leader Furuji
Indama, who was himself wounded in the encounter Tuesday last week at Barangay Cabg¢aban.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Upwardly mobile Philippine terror group

..The Abu Sayaff Group bids to extend jts kidnapping-for-ransom racket into new central region tourist areas .
outside of its usual southern stronghold ' ' '

Abu Sayyaf Group, the Philippines most lethal and disruptive terror organization, is expanding its reach across

the island nation. The expansion comes in apparent response to President Rodrige Duterte’s military drive to

gliminate the group entirely within this vear.

it's an increasingly important government imperative since ASG openly affiliated with Islamic 3iate, raising the

prospect the Islamist group could shelter and support fighters fleeing or refurning from the battlefields of Irag
and Syria. ASG finances itself through kidnapping-for-ransom activities that have often targeted Westem

nationals.

Duterte has sought public support for both his peace initiatives and counterinsurgency campaigns to prevent
1818 from joining forces with local Islamist groups, many of which have fought against Manila for decades.
Dozens of small armed groups have recently declared their allegiance to SIS’ global jihadist cause.

Earlier this month, the Philippine defense establishment was caught ofi-guard when for the first time in ASG’s
history it's fighters launched a week-long surprise attack in the central Philippines — an upward migration to a
traditionally peaceful region outside of the group’s volatile and wild southernmost stronghold in the Sulu

peninsula.

Security officials reported that around 11 heavily armed ASG members sailed from Sulu and landed in the
early dawn on the central island of Bohot in apparent search for possible kidnapping targets. The central island
region, including Behol and Cebu provinces, is home to several sites and destinations popular with foreign

tourists.

A week before ASG's aftack, the US embassy in Manila had warned its nationals fo in the region be vigilant
when traveling in the central region due to heightened risks of possible ASG Kidnapping activities in Cebu and
Bohol. The Australian forgign ministry also recently released a travel advisory on the rising risks to its naticnals

in the Philippines.
Renowned for its kidnapping-for-ransom activities, and more recently piracy in the Sulu Sea, ASG’s head-on

attack with government forces was staged well outside its traditional areas of operation, The gun battle
reportedly killed six ASG fighters and four government soldiers near the once peaceful village of Napo Bohot's

Inabanga town.

The fighting displaced around 3,200 villagers who fled their home to avoid being caught in the crossfire. Many
have staved in evacuation centers due to fears of possible indiscriminate ASG reprisals.

Those fears seem justified. ASG sub-leader Muammar Askali, also known as Abu Rami, the son of a police
officer who was previously a teacher in Sulu, was shot and killed in the firefight. Rami was believed to be
responsible for beheading kidnapped Western tourists whose relatives failed or refused to pay ransom money

for their release.

He is held responsibie for the kidnapping of twe Canadians, a Norwegian and a Filipina on Davao City's Samal
Island in September 2015. Rami’s group later beheaded Canadians Robert Hall and John Ridsdel when
ransom negotiations falled. Norwegian Kjartan Serkingstad and Fitipina Maritess Fior were freed after a huge

ransom was paid tc Rami’s group.
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While Rami's death has been trumpeted by security forces as a win in the fight against terrorism, some Sulu
residents will view his demise with a measure of remorse. The Philippine Inquirer, a iocal English newspaper,
quoted alocal source saying that Rami had used some of his ransom money to feed impoverished

communities where he resided.

Rami was reportedily being groomed to eventuaily take-cver ASG 5 leadershlp which could explam his darmg

~rraneuver toexpand the group’s franchise to-Bohol:

Government sources say that Rami’'s group had collected at least US$12 million since it accelerated and
expanded its kidnap-for-ransom activities beginning in 2012. Those funds have reportedly afforded ASG's
leaders and top operatives increasingly luxurious lifestyles in one of the sprawling country’s most impoverished

regions.

Phil ppme defense officials claim to have killed 116 ‘terrorists’ in the country's restive southern regions since
Duterte handed down last vear.a June 2017 deadline fo eradicate ASG. His government has depioyed 10,000

battie-tested soldiers to Basilan and Sulu in pursuit of that stilt elusive goal.

indeed, ASG's apparent recent expansion to the central Philippines has sent a dangerously different message
that, rather than being contained, the terror group is instead expanding its kidnapping-for-ransom franchise intc

new regions popular with Western tourists and retirees.

Last week, 11 alleged ASG members surrendered to security officials in the southernmost province of Tawi-
Tawi after government forces overran their remote secret hideouts. Tawi-Tawi's southernmost town is situated
just 30 kilometers from Malaysia in a maritime region that has recently become a giobally recognized piracy

hotspot.

But while government forces claim certain successes in known ASG-infested areas, it's increasingly unciear
where the shadowy terror group might strike next.
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2 suspected MNLF members found with guns

TWO suspected members of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) were taken into custody by the _

Around 3:55 p.m. Tuesday. April 17, Alexander Mercado, 52, and Mc Arthur Veloso, 35, both residents
of Barangay Katubao, Kiamba, Sarangani Province, were taken to Toril Police Station after they were

caught by the police and Task Force (TF) Davao.

It was reported that the two were about to enter Davao City on a blue Ford Nissan Pick-up with plate number
L CR-823 from Sarangani.

The two were in possession of two calibre .45 pistols Icaded with & magazine containing six buflets.

Also recovered were 65 Jive ammunition without firearm licenses and permit to carry.

The two are facing charges for violating Republic Act 10581 or Comprehensive Firearms and
Ammunition Regulation Act at the court.
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