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e ‘I‘he 'goirémment‘*is setting aside P16 billic
E island in the Spratlys, into a tourist attraction, according fo De
Lorenzana, who visited the isla

By ?’ﬁﬂip_ C fﬁbéia ._ .
@pctubezalNQ

PAG-ASA - ISLAND, WEST
PHILIPPINE SEA—The govern-
ment has set aside P1.6 billion to
turn the biggest Philippine-held

* island’ in the Spratlys:into:a

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHI Lt. Gen. Edgar Fallorina, and cpea.

/

tourist ‘attraction and. matine
research cénter, Defense Secre-
tary Delfin Lorenzana said on
Friday. , R
Lorenzana visited here
along with the top echelon of
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines, including AFP chief of
staff Gen. Eduardo Ano, Philip-
pine Army chief Lt. Gen. Glo-
rioso Miranda, Air Force chief

STORY BY PHILIPC. TUBEZA

ion to turn Pag-asa,

nd on Friday along with

He was alsoac

 Palawan Gov:Jo

arm

Western Command chief Lt the pe

Gen. Raul del Rosario,

(Z

- representatives of government

agencies involved in
development. .

“Phe reason we ate here isto.
check the afea. because. our

President wants a lot. done
here... The President said, ‘Do it
already’ and that we should not
tarry,” Lorenzana told Pag-asa
residents. “We have already set

aside money to Tepair the run-:
way and, once that is- finished,
many people will come here be-
cause this is 4 tourist attraction.

The beaches here are beattiful.”

Resides repairing -the - nun-.
way, Lorenzana said the govern-'
ment also planned to put up &

fishport, radic station, power
plant, desalination plant, an ice
plant, while the Bureau of Fish-
eries and Aquatic Resources will
set up a marine research facility.

While P1.6 billion will be set

the biggest Philippine-held
fense Secretary Delfin
the top brass of the armed forces hé

9555 Local: 5285, 5285
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should Have done this b"'ﬁfoxe '
Lorenzaria said: the thp—_-
: put on. hold 1ts pians for g

trationin The ‘Hagtie, Whlch las

y"untoward inc1dent

Lorenzana said.”. : < year mled inits favor.:
s Ttold the Chinese am-" 6, iow that thatis finished

bassador, we've been here since . T: thitik we could aiready resume-

the late 665 and in 1971 we con- - and that 1§ also what our Pre31-

structed the runway,” he added. . dent wants—-to improve: the' fa—'. za
: Lorenzana aiso pomted out__- ‘cilities here he said. T

“The "hmese _.allegedly .told
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OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF®

the pléné p:lot that they were
entermg Chmese airspaceand'; _

: requpplv (Flhpmos in Pag a.sa),' ':
_ they always challenge, and we'

- cut their anchor Ime and fled:.
the . .area,” th statemeut_:
added. R '

Representatwes at the Chl-

" nese Embassy in Manila could

. 'not be’ reached fof comraent'on

ld" be the first ‘hostile
episode in nearly a year involv--
ing the two countries, which
have seen warming  relations
. -since 'President Duterte was
: dlplomatic protest ‘because of = electedinmid-2016." 1
his visit, Which he” sald was a Both the PCG and miiitary'
na are investigating theincident.

Chinz claims most of the
_ South China Sea and in recéent

years has been building up dis-
puted reefs into artificial is-
lands that can house rmhtazy fa—
cilities. . '
. : © Brunei, - Maiéij%sia,"-' Taiwan’
“the Chinese CoastG’uai*d as they and Vietnam also claim the
sailed on-the Spratly drchlpeia— Spratlys either whelly orin patt.
go'onMarch 27, —WITH REPORTS FROM AP AND AFP

“(Prmcess ]ohann)' was re- INQ

omail.com - Tel no. (02 B45-2555 Local: 5285, 5285
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to the unpaved ancudo air--
field ori Pag-A
Spratlys whenitreceived ata--
dio warning from the Chinese .
to stay away from the area,
- The PAF pilot responded:_
' that th ;

- P
. Lorenzana downp :
mc:dent “1t's already normal
because each time Gur planes
conduct resupply operations
here they are challenged (by
the Chinese),” he said.” "
“We replied that we are fly-
ing over Philippine terrztory,
Lorenzanalater told reporters:
AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restitito Padilla said the Chi-
nese told the Filipino pilots to
stay away from Subi to avoid
a miscalculation. = o :
“Asbefore, (the pﬂots) were'
Turn to Page 6

Island'in the

2

P W R AR Tt )
el AT TN S Vi F B

| o Miranda, Western Command.
© {Wescom) ‘commander Lt Gen:
‘Raul del Rosario, and other AFP
officials and members of the e
dia The aircraft touched déwn:
“atiaround 8 a.m. The DND-
_ chief attended a flag ceremony
alorig with 45 military officials-

arid personnei stationed on the

E 1‘;1and

" Fhe group, thh Palawan'

- Gov. Jose Alvarez and represen-

" talives of the Bureau of Fisheries
“and Aquaf:tc Resources {BFAR)

toured the island.

Page: [

' On the West b1de O

" dates withrespect
. the safety, welfare,
- and personal seiirity ¢

'nos in the Palawan muricipality.

lipi-




Army Vision: By 2028,

a world-class Army that is a scurce of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFF_A’IR: i

. Hermogenes Esperor Jr. said th

" admimstration takes SEI'IOUSIV=

the Chinese action.

“We mind and we respond g

propriately. We have our
cﬁ’ allenges and answers w}leze__ﬁ-
. protocols to be made if itis bad
encugh that that could be the

“basis for some niote verbales

Hspéron said after President
Duterte’s visit to Russiari sh1p e
¢ plans of the President and he
‘said do it now and donot delay

Varyag yesterday. -

A challenge is not some—:'_
thmg that is really positive But

“a challenge cotild bejust to iden-

tify yourself but it could also™
mean that you're challenging '
becatise you think that's your :

territory,” he added.
OFFICE O

5. the ne1gh_borhood

5283, 5285

: '_.'the implementation of projecs

he DND c}_u_ef saud

g:to develop inpndg aroumn

; h_zed and hopefully done by
.,ﬁ'ﬁthls year o that construc: b
1 materials like gravel and .

Asked 1f Duterte would go__._

nent as well as heavy equ]

1t could be’ b;rought tot
s]and by sea::

" He'told reporf:ers in‘a press

‘The government also wants 0

= _-.'iﬁutup aradio station, anice plant, -
water desalination facility, homes

for soldiers stationed in theisland,
and put up a sewage system.

. "We will develop this into”
“a tourism area and marine
_research (facility),” Lorenzana

said.
“These are our plans, the

That's why we are here now,”

“he stressed.

v "We've been héfe since 19’71
and our flag has been planted

‘way back in the 1970s. We were
. here first, the others just fol-
lowed,” he said of the country’s

. Bank The incidenit, which

18 nght mtalkmg to the Chines
: '. leaderﬂ}n p ot

ﬁnext oniv £0 the Taiwanese-oc-
ciipied Tt Aba, Pag~asaas afifth:
class municipality in Palawan
exercising overall ]unschc on:
over the country’s régime of
islands in the d1spu€:ed Spraﬂyc--
.regmn 5

- Lorenzana’s tnp to Pag~asa._
came only a day after reports.
came out about Chinese coast:
guards firing warning shofs to -
drive a'group of Bataai-based
Filipino fishermen from Union -

portedly happened on March:
27, involved Chinese coast
guards securing the reclauned-if
Gaven Reef. S
Ph1§1ppme Coast Guard 5285, 5295
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ander. to the Sed.; e Were ""rnly able.
te 1th_them;

+ Malaysia, Taiwan and Bru-
nei.alsc have: overlappmg
fr: maritime claimsin the region.:
_ Only Bruner has no military:
E-"_presence in the'areas: ]
Sl s With Evelyn ] Macairan, -.j
Helen Flores, Alex::s Romero
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i‘_ guards on board, iy Philippine Coast .

:':C vard-staterneit Sl

" The armed speedboat approached -

‘the Filipino' vessel after it dropped

anchor about 3.7 kilometers {2 nauti-_ _
cal miles} off the Chinese side of the o

Union Banks atoll, it said.”

ﬁred ﬁpnn seven tifties by a Chmese’--
:speedboat with-séven Chinese coast = .

“The crew hid and eventually cat’. "+

their anchor line and fled the area,”-

e

* Chinese foreign mzmstry spoke‘s

the statement-added.

man Lu Kang told reporters at a
regular briefing that Beijing had “no
information” on the matter.

( The Wanila Times | e 4L

B FIRED FROM A1

‘China fireo

| at us’

- FE!Epino_ﬁShers

1c 370 kilometers off their coasts.

But China ¢laims most of
the South China Sea and in
recent vears has been building
up disputed reefs into artificial
islands that can house military
facilities.

Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and .

Vietnam also claim the Spratlys
either wholly or in patt.
Reversing the course set by pre-

decessor Benigno Agquino, Duterte

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emait add. pacpa. army 201 2@gmall.com -

has sought to improve his nation’s
relations with Beiling by adopting
a non-confrontational approach
over their competing ¢laims in the
strategically vital waters.

Since then, Duterte said China
has allowed Filipinos to fish in
waters around the Panatag {Scar-
borough Shoal), another outcrop
in the South China Sea that Beijing
seized in 2012 after & stand-off
with the Philippine Navy.  AFP
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pi City -~ Three innocent civilians,
aged 9, 11, and 70, were killed in

i Masb_ate Jast Thursda)
Senior Inspector Malu

*idantified the fatalities as Lolita Pepito, 70;

~Cristyn, 11, a Grade 4 pupil; and Reden, §, all -

residents of Sitio Lublgan, Baran gayPanan

ngaged seven

pters

isposxhened them

' hx_hppme Army s
‘ pany.le_dby Lieuten- -

_ . '__-ofPaLﬂmoC Peplbo,'a

R _.__'__.Whowasalscwoundedmthecrossﬁre
'AMP GEN.SIMEON OLA JLegaz- *

: mention whether the bullets that kifled

79 vear—old mdower B

The report reaching the PRO5 did: nﬂt

the three civilians and wounded Pepitoin -

i Calubaquib, Po-

.e Regilonal Gffice b (PROB) spokesperson;-. . |
between the rmhtary and the NPA last"

tlewhen thereb- -
u ___id_e_the house -

the crossfiré when army troop-  the Teft arm were fired by the re'bels or ihe

65 and New Peopie’s Army (NPA) rebels
‘battled it out in Cawayan municipality,”

'soldlers i
Noanewas kx!ied or wounded on the szde

of government forces, said Calubaquib. .
“"Rebel actmty hasbeen highinMasbate -
in recent weeks with. ‘armed encotinter

Saturday resulting in the deaths of three
- guerrilla fighters in Barangay San Antonio,

Milagros town.
Army Colonel Greg Almerol com~

* mander of the 9nd Infantry Battalion (2IB),

said the rebels, led by Ruel Thanez, alias
_“Ka Gemo,” were in Barangay San. Antonio
to-conduct extortion actlv:tles o o
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- Senior Inspect
spokespemon said sol
GO ed by Lt Kar Tﬂhn Cabillo encout

.~ Francis Elevado

i HE
sls were Weunded 1nithe clash.
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+#8.00 .

‘ Anc NARGUNGURARE Pasreacans TASADS 82 BaNsa

1 ng Pikit Municipal Police; Tai

i .dak ngzz{)nghapun nang:_- -ty e S '
i 'mangyam ang-engkuwentrosa’ i Sinabini Lh1ef Insp Donald'- E
| ‘Sitio. Vaiencm,Barangay Bua}an 3 Cabigas,hepengPlkthmumpaI Lm
-;qa Pﬂ(ﬂ B R .Pohce, na r;makaw ng grupo ni b
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aid Vﬂlagerc; ¢ 1__t1ve”1y.1dent1f19d the
- bandi among thos Lcﬂ}ecﬁng protection money
s from them. S - John Unson. .
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:; 5_pprsons ncliding - the No
- were wounded;m __ glenade__'_. ;

| 'Agus{.—m Tello, Maguindan
- 'police direéctor, said one
the motorcvcles used '

¢: - along the hlghway
'j_:_'rangay iapavag 1

_-_s;___.:poh& 12
8. _mtendemt Reuben Theodor

J..j'};‘Kasm, Mar lac
awere also wmmded when - Higafic
' one of the gre'nadec went off

{ .

IR N LA e e T s e
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Pahina, P
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- Pepit 'I
pup:[ at Beden Peplto Q-an—
vs hapang sugatan si Pau—
Ay (NPA) sa'Sitic thigan, ' Pepito, 70, biyuda. ' g
Brgy PananAwan, Cawayan, - “'Sa ulat,. habang nagsa: haipit sa’ ‘éngkuwentro mate
Masbate icamakaiawa - sagawang combat operation  pos.na magtago sa lal E
Ang mga nasaw ay sina .’ ang Srd Scout Ranger Com- ng’ kanllang bahay '

3 S g et -

miyerhio’; :
'ng grupo ng:

“may mye siblyd :

" sa loob ng nasabing bahay’

+.na ikinamatay’ ng tatlong

Wala narnang nasﬁgatan .
- sa panig ng sundalo; ayon sa
" ulat na ipinarating kahapon.
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leng Umanoly’ _
‘Bangsamoro isiamic Freedom

| Fighters (BIFF)ang blifulagta-

- rnatapo’ na makasengkuwen-

. “tro ang militar at'mga tauhan -

" ngCitizen Armed Forces Geo- -
“graphical Unit (CAEGU) sa "

i dakengy alas-2:20 ng hapon ' ibapa: : i
- Tumagal ngisang oras-an agoapatiloy naman ang:
. palitan.ng putck sa magkabi- - ipang troparig gobyerno -
jang panig santing pagkasawi “labari ga BIFF . Joy Cantos/

ng tationg mivernbro ng BIFF * Rhoderick Bentez . Bt

.din ang magkapatid na CAFGU habang nahagip din
ang isa pang pavung:pdyong na motorsiklo: kung
saan sakay ang mga ‘sugatang pasahero na sina

Jerry Cabanting. 51; Milrose Gabanting, 46 at tsang
apat na taong gulang-na si Jennifer Fernandez.

-Rhoderick Befiez
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confidence that “80 to 70: percent”of
! its problem with the Abu Sayyaf Groip

surrenders to government forces. .
| o Thieassessment was made by Brig.

: 'Gen Cirilito Sobejana as he reacted to
'\ ‘reports that Sahiron, who fook over the

Abu:Sayyaf in 2006 following the death

E tﬂm himselfin:

military expects his followers t{s foIlow
suif, and dlso surrender o B

"He is very much respected by }ns

followers, that's why we

expect them to also sur-

render. Most probably.
60 to 70 percent of the .
problern will be solved if
" that he already wanted to surrender.

ke indeed surrenders,”
Sobejana.

"For a while there will
be & leadership vacuum,
there will be a power
struggle among the sub-

| The commander of the Armed
: -Forees of the Philippines’ (AFP) Joint A
Task Force Suluy (JTFS), expressed - Hajan’

(ASG) will be solved once the bandit -

' _._subleaders, he said =

-of Khadaffy. Jangalam was wﬂlmg to . :
- - signified-his intention to surrender be-

~Sobejana’ saud conmdermg that...-_..e
Sahlron was a Tespected leadet, the

'Sobejan said if Sahiron d;es or ﬁ,
turn himself i, ASG sub 1eaders Hatib

m_{ely succeed him.
"Igasan ot Sawadja na the most

| hkély successors if he dies. For a while

- group’s senior leader Radullan Sahiron . there willbealeadership: vacuum, there

will be 2 power struggie among the

“ When'asked if there Was. already a

: date on-when Sahivonwilllikely surren-
' .der Sobejana said there was none yet.

hereis still ne datebuthe already

cause he, as; reported tous, 18 already'_

“weak, tired and weary- ‘becaiise they
aremoving fmm e piace to another
- Scbejana’said. :

. "We are not stoppmg thh our o‘p

" erations, We don't get tired because

we. (always) rotate our forces," he

.added...

._,Sohe;ana saxd 1io iess than Sahiron's.
close associate relayedthe information”

"They are on the run, they are run-

' ning shorf of logistics. They are outside

their comfort zones. They no longer

- enjoy the support commg from the com-
mumty," he said.
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;_'ijdaﬁao Comm d: (West

* MifiCom), ideritified the soldier -
dispatched to conduct hot pursuit -

~ag-Staff Sergeant Anni Siraji of

~the 32nd Infantry Battalicn

(32nd 1B) under I{)in‘i l"ask
'I’OIEE Sul, e

Hﬁ Was fbrc.ib.lv taken by-'-:

“area where the abductors fled. -

'-mg our soldler shculd not be

S 3-Fcrce Sulit commander said. .

three months now

to Igasan, _Paﬁ.kul Su} _ o ausug, wa
Aplatodafrom the 3 Ind IB vwias g ‘many former MNLF rebels who
+ Nur Misuari signed the final
- peace agreement with the gov-
“reprnment on September 2,199¢,

and blocking operations at thé

- “The'recent abduction involv:

._tamed focus'ﬁuhtaly operatlons- sug's
'gazrxst the ASG a1:td the Tescue ful e

:':'_:_.G'en thto Sobe;ana, }omtTasI(

arget atea of rmhtary offenswes anyone

_Mmdanao.Command chief, Lt '_
- Gen. Car ito Galvez r, sazd ’

‘Siraji, a Tausug, ‘was among '_
“joined the AFP when Chairman -
“of the' Abu, Sayyat. We will not

- stop tintil we get our soldier back
YA sahent provzsmn of the e

as the integration of:
‘rebels into the AFD.
frating that & Tau-'
who wants a peage-'
ity and workmg for:
so thataninflux'of
'tome 10 hxq homeff

tribe” the West n

FoT DOW wé will continue to
hunt the pe etrators and the rest

] s-_famﬂy, e Gaivez added
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- ZAMBOANGA CITY- Suspected Abu-Sayyaf bandit

Rldnapped a soldler in. i’atlkul Sulu on Thursda

‘Staff. Sgt Anni Sii‘&]l of the
Army’s 32nd Infantry Battal-

ion was traveling o Barangay
Igasan when he was seized at”

around 9:30 am.
T s fmstratmg that a
Tausug soldier who wants a

peaceful community and is .

working for it reallj hard...
will be a victim of thebandits...

The Abu Sayyaf can victimize...
even someone from their own.
‘said Lt Gen. Carlito.

tribe,”.
Galvez 11, Wastern Mindanao

_(;()_mmaﬂd_c}uef‘_’_’Wg, witl not

_stop “until we get it solc
: Brig Gen C mh’ro Sobe*]ana
]omt Task Force Stulu com-
mander. said operations to..
rescue Siraji dre dngoIng:

- The kidnapping ‘came”
while government forces
have yet to recover 27 other
captives, mcludmg 20 mrw.'-_'

eigners. .

SobEJana 5a1d relenties _

pursuit operations. for the -~ Masamayor tha

bandlts would cortinue.” - many Abu Sayvaf bandits
~ Meanwhile, the Moro

‘Bohol after 4 botched siege. -

_gsaud Moro commanders as

'Lzbak Sultan’ Kudarat tha_

,’rragglerq” beheved to be"_.__";Invesugahon and Detec—
o stil] hiding in Sitio Tlaya in

:'.'Bazanga“y Napo, Inabanga,.

sured-him during his visit to

they. w-)uid not m‘cervene i we

are former MILF ana_ MNLE:

Stione Grou_}g-BohoE said Jo--
“selito

Cedly hos
‘Bohol provincial board . ‘home in ohol was <;1ghted'.ﬁ.

"member Ricky Masathayor : iri Ba

a, who' repuri—
“tﬁe bandits athis
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gay. Kabhuntakas} o
_'report fmrn the AFP Wester Mmdanao

" the perpetrators and the restof the Abu
" Sayyaf: We will not stop 1ntil we getour
: soidter baek to I:.us farru

'pursmt and. blockmg operatmns wzthm- v
the immediate vicinity.. :

“The recént abdiction mcxdeni e

mvolvmg our soldier should not be a

reason for us to back out but should

further motivate us to continue our
| relentlessand sustained military opera-
tions against the ASG and the rescue of
all dnap viclims,” Bmgadler General
Ciriiito Sobejana, the Commiander of the
Joint Task Force Sulii, said. - :

For three months now, Patikul has
been one of the maintarget areas of the
military offensives as it was reported bo
be a stronghold of the bandlts PRSP

Tansug soldler
AFP Western Mindanao Command -
Chief Lieutenant General Carlite G.
Galvez Jr, said it is frustrating that -
| a Tausug soldier who wants a peace-
¢ ful commumty and is working reaily

js 1 e
firmly beheve that as ong ds W re"'
i “fogether on this, we will he able todisal-

low these bandits to contmue creatmg
=~ havoc and fear to everyone”.

PRIy e S e 1R RO T L s ey ;}.T P LIRS

a mgonaﬁthe'_:

““For now, we will contmue to huﬁt

Iy he :added-‘

Abu Savyaf member .
~surrenders . ... %
' Meanwhﬂe a member of the ASG
operating under Furugi Indama became
the 17th leader of the group to surren:
dertothe military. He surrendered last

. Wednesday in Barangay Bohe Pahu,

Ungkaya Pukan, Basilan. -

" Petinglay identified the ASGsurren:
deree as Nasser Sagap, alias. Sinbad, 20
years oid and a resident of Barangay
Limbu Upas, Tipo-Tipo;-Basilan. =0

.Sagap surrendered to soldiers of the
lsth Infantry Battalion under the Joint
Task Force Basilan and turned over his
caliber .30 Garand rifle with one clip an. .

“ four rounds of ammunifion

Since the start of the “no let-up ¢
eration” against the group in Januz
this year, Indama is the fifth to surr

der in Basilan province.
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I “Therefors, ‘we are callmg on’
- all the people of Sufu 1o join-us
" in this fight™? _
““FOF Now,- We wm contlnue to
-hunt the perpetrators and the
rest of the Abu Sayyaf. We will
not- stop until we get our soldier
back to his family,” he added.
i g
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| ANG NARGERGINANG pmx\ms Tm;«ws su Bansa  PBOD

la to--_Galvez, Tri

j | WestMmLo 13€
ang ‘pagkakakubkob sa kamp ng:
Bgy Cabca

ppix 1y sadlalim: angtauhanngAbu Sayyaf:'
' ce'Squ (jTF- le_a_der na si Furuji Indama na s grupo ni Ind,
. Sulu),habangnaglalakadpatungong" Nasser 'Sagap,ZO alyas. "Smbad" S
paiengkesaBarangangasmPaﬁIqﬂ R o
- Sulu, nitong Huwebes nig umaga
_'.-'Kmﬂala T A d' '

-spokesman Capt Pf'ﬁnglay .
1 ang dmukotn ‘sundalonig si Staff

g 32nd Infantry v

: (I\N,F),;}a-‘cumui ngsa gobyerno sa -

L peace atdevelopment effort sa Sulu .

| Ayon sa milifar, inangay si Sirajt

_ .ng pitong armadong bandido; na
pinamumunuanni Waltun Julhasan,

: bandang 9:30; 'g umaga mtong.‘_ﬁ

' ;Huwebes . il

‘mvo%vmg onr solc_h_er should net be a

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Cora Purpose: Servi%féwe people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of naticnal pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

i

¢, April 2017 Pahina. Z

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa, army2{}12@gmall com - Tel ne, {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose Servm%e people. Securing the land.




Army vision Sy 2026 a world-class Army that is & source of nationa. prioe

2 OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email 2dd: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) B45-8555 Local: 5285,:5285
“ -

7.2 April 2017 Page: A5

-members af ‘the “Abi- Sayyaf.
who ‘had beeri §potted on the ‘c
beaches of a village in Olango -
Island, an area tamous to bird
watchers TR :

hourbyboat from O i
‘Eyas said he believed th 1ursda -._forest"inoiangc
Found 1in the shelter were” =
-_ ammacks ‘made: of]ute sacks, "
water bottles, empty cans and -
'drled flSh INQ :

the armed:meﬁ and the pres-
ence of: gﬂvernment soldiers -armed men. “were Jooking fo
were ‘sowing fear among resi- -~ miedicines and food.
dents ‘of two communities-in- " The hunt for :th _
San Vicente: -7, s+ men, however woulcl not be._:'-'-- “One man appeared to be:
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By MARS W. MOSQUEDAJR -

LANGOISLAND. Cebu — Au-
¢ thorilies barred tourists from
i going to Olango Island. a bird
- ganctuary in Cebu, on Friday
aftel reqzdents reported the presence of
masked armed men there.

The Centrat Command of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines sent troops to
Barangay Sabang after one resident
said four men, wearing masks and car-
rying bags which reportedly contained
long firearms, asked food and money
from her.

Aida Patigdas, who owns a conve-
nience store in Sitio Tuburan. said the
four men went Lo her house Thursday
noon and asked for money and food.
Patigdas said she refused to give the
mer: money because she was scared.

Responding police heard gunfire
at Sitio Bas Toral, Barangay San Vi-
cente.

Police, along with soldiers from the
Army’s 47th Infantry Brigade and the
Philippine Navy were said to be search-
ing the island for criminal or terrorist
Eroups.

Autherities however had not con-
firmed the presence of armed men and if
they were members of the Abu Savyaf.

Olange is adjacent to Inabanga town
inBohol, where a clash between the Abu
Sayyaf and government froops lefl nine
people dead. including three soldiers and
a policeman.

Chief Insp. Miguel Andesa, Olango
police chief. said Navy vessels were
patrolling the island’s shoreline which
is dotted with mangroves and coconui
trees.

The fighting in Tnabanga has raised
coneerns that the Abu Sayvaf has infil-
trated Bohol where it plans to set up a
bage from which to launch attacks in
the Visayas.

Police officials have downplayed
such a concern. saving there is no evi-
dence the Abu Sayval has established a
base in Eastern Visayas.

Just the same, Police Regional
Direetor Chiel Supi. Elmer C. Beltejar
told Manila Bulletin that they asked the
public to be vigitant and report to the
authorities any suspicious strangers in
their communities.

The military has said troops were
looking for the remaining seven mem-
bers of the Abu Savyaf that engaged sol-
diers and policemen in Barangay Napo,
Inabanga. last week. (With Nestor L.
Abrematea)
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¢ HLAR pm
" Olango’lstand in Cebu,
Fhursday. {3iran Carlo de Vela}
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“The P}uhppmes and Russia
ire expected toforge a defense
“ooperatmn agreement dur-
ng President Duterte’s visit
& Moscow riext month, his
rational secumty advxsel said
resterday.

”Defense cooperaﬂon w111
ye finalized when the Presi-
ient visits Moscow by the
:nd of May,” national security
rdviser Hermogenes Esperon
r. told reporters after Duterte’s
#sif to Russian ship Varyag in
jouth Harbor, Mani

“Defense -cooperation will
wme in the form of training,
srobably some excharige of
ﬁformatxon,” he added.

. Asked if the Philippines and
\ussia would hold joint mili-
ary exercises, Esperon said:
That's along way to go'l but it
-an come to that later on.”

“"Ne don't really mtend to
:0 inito alliances, which is a
gghter agreement. But we can
fointo partnerships in mutu-

1y %eneﬁmai az:hv:[ties!” He:

I

qaaéa ERER A
Esperon said Duterte 5
Hlanned visit to Moscow was
nentioned during his visit
o the guided missile cruis-
ir Varyag.
L #(Russia) ambassador (to
‘e Philippines Igor) Khovaev
& here... When the President
iras about to come dovin, ‘M.
*resident, we will see you in

May for the trip to Moscow

hesaid. =
Duterte is scheduled to visit

Russiagnylay:25 testrengthen . ..

ties between Manila and Mos
cow.

In November, Duterte and
Russia President Viadimir
Putin met on the sidelines of
the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation meet in Lima, Peru
to discuss ways to enthance the
ties between their countries.

Ship visit
Duterte also toured the Rus-

Presndent Duterte is given a tour fthe Russmn guided missile’
that arrived in Ma

!a yesterday ’for--a four—day

sian sh'ip'Vz'z%yag, which docked

in Manila Thursday morning for
a four-day port call

1t was in keeping with
e invitation ‘extended 16 the
President to visit the ship. It is
showing that their coming here
is show of goodwill; the visit of
the President is also a show of
goodwill,” Esperon said.

At Pier 15, the President was
accorded arrival honors by the
Rusgsian Navy contingent. He
was accompanied by Espe-
ron, acting Foreign Secretary
Enrique Manalo and senior

“ral’s. room: for the gues‘t book

: -here

~The Pre31de_nt also went o
the bow, wh ' the shxp amam i

ship mus

signing. " -

“He (Duterte‘) is 1mpressed
This i8 an old ship. The Pregi-
dent has notboarded so many
ships s0 he took time to come -

" Esperon said.
“Esperon dlarified that there™
are no exercises scheduled .
between the Philippine and
Bpssxan navies. .

*“When they go otit Qf the'
port, it is cistomary fér our
naval ship to see them off.
Probably in the vicinity of Cor-
regidor,” the national security
adviser said.

In January, Duterte also
toured the Russian large an-
ti-submarine ship Admiral
Tributs, which also anchored
in the country for a goodwill
visit.
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aircraft were Army commander
Raul-del Ros
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: talks with the gov
énd the n?arly

.Who serves aq NDEP.

| said the Head of the rebel nego-

- tiating panel, Fidel Agcaoili, was
in Mariila for consultations with
his’ counterpart, Labor Secre-

tary Silvestre Bello IIL

"It is advisable that Fidel
converse with [Lopez] so that
the  NDFP" becomes well-in--
formeéd about the proposed area
. zones nationwide. :
- Lopez said the area develop- .

deveiopment pian gains under

Speakmg“at' a busmess fo

_rum in Pasay City on Thursday,
.Lopez. disciosed plans to work "
with :the NPA in developing &
Agugan del Sur into a model of:

i
Department of Envi pmen
d 'Natral’ Resourc:es]-:"

an onhne mtermew on Friday

nemm‘

éducatwn
. thrust ' '

_that has heavily benéfited from

“mining and where ¢ommunist

guerrillas are also active, is one

- -of thé first areas to be trans-
formed into an B3 ?one accord—

mg to Lopez.

The department has earﬂ'-'_
‘marked P billion to develop Eg_ e
-3-_":rert}y__ related to the enwron—g_f.
_-men agrarian reform and rural:

ent plan would soo

ers.T .

ary Gina Lopez,”. S1son sas'd i1} :

Agusdn del Sur a provmce

_ sentatives of two mmmg firms, -
the NPA, the military, local gov-
ernments and other stakehokd-'

41

Page:

& seeking 10
;.s__tal;ehol_de_:s _fo__

; "t the poor are cften the.
15 f enmronmentai mjus:—.;__-

for dialogue ¢

encouraged hertoattend

. the fifth round of formal peace -
‘talks scheduled for May 26 to
June 7, inthe Netherlands. -

"1 ‘have long admired her
posmon and dctions on envi--

‘ronmental and other issues, 1:

have long paid attention to

+;what she advocates and does .
“he said: :

He said Lopez's plan ‘is dt-

ment now being negoti: .
der the substantive item -

Compr'eh'enswe Agreement’ on

Social and ‘Economic Reforms .

':_---WITH A REPORT FROM JULIE M. Au-
nsuo INQ ke :
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AT GROUND LEVEL

- SATUR C. OCAMPO

Infusing social justice
into the mining industry

Two aerial views from a rilitary
helicopter, hovering above the
mountain terrain in Caraga re-
gion iast Tuesday, remain vivid - and
disturbing — in my mind. One is that
of a winding river and its tributaries in
Agusan del Sur whose waters are oddly
thick brownish-yellow. The other, where
the sea nears the edge of a vast range of
verdant mountains and gullies in Su-
rigao del Norte, is that of a carved-oul
area of deep-rust earth.

One immediately senses that the
murky river and the scarred mountain-
side are aberrations — unhealthy infru-
sions into the otherwise wholesome
environment. The eyesores are in the ex-
pansive mining area for nickel and other
ores in Claver and adjacent towns of Su-
rigao del Norte. It's there where DENR
Secretary Gina Lopez told a prominent
congressman that his brother’s mining
firm had “killed a big mountain.” As
regards the river’s unusual hue, I was
told that it was due to chemicals and
mineral residues carried downstream
from the largely unregulated mining
areas in Compostela Valley. That combi-
nation practically renders the river unfit
for human, fishery or agricultural use.

The destructive impact of large-scale
and irresponsible mining was again
made clear to me on that helicopter ride.
Me, on a military helicopter? Well, I was
one of three newspaper columnists who
got irivited by Secretary Lopez to join her
recently as she visited two mining sites
in Mindanao. These were the Philsaga
Mining Corp. in Bunawan, Agusan del
Sur and the Maniia Mining Corp. in
Placer, Surigao del Norte. Both mines
principally produced gold.

We also visited a barangay in Claver
(Hayanggabon) to witness the launching
of the DENR’s Biochar Community En-
terprise Project. Thisis a part of Lopez’s
Area Development Initiative for the
mined-over areas in Caraga. The biochar
project aims to mobilize communities
to rejuvenate the lands left barren by
abandoned mines, rendering them till-
able again and growing food crops, as
well as trees and other vegetation. This
allows the people to earn and be produc-
tive, and eventually create and manage
ecotourism sites.

Appreciating what 1 wrote in this
space on Feb. 18 (Refocus mining industry
to domestic priorities) Secretary Lopez
invited me to join her field visit “to get
an actual feel of the situation on the
ground.” She said it was important that
the information reaching the people
should not only come from her — which
she acknowledged might be perceived
as biased - “but from media practitio-
ners who support our envirenmental
causes.”

What made me accept with alacrity
was what she wrote further: “We, at
the DENR, present a platform to effect
change and an opportunity (o do what
is right to make sure future generations
will continue to enjoy our precious natu-
ral resources, anchored on the principle
of social justice and the common good.”

She only gets involved in a project,
she says, if there is a commitment to so-
cial justice. Thus, she has been enjoining
the mining firms o share a bigger part
of their huge profits with the communi-
ties affected by their operations. Area
development plans have been drawn

up o impiement this objective, During
that day-fong trip, using a private plane,
Lopez took us to a side trip in Davao
City where she spent an hour meeting
with a representative of the CPP-NPA
to ask for the latter’s support for her:
social-justice-oriented projects. She re-
ceived a positive response. (None of us
journalists was present.)

I'was also curious to find out the dif-
ference between an active mining firm
that has passed an audit of its opera-
tions, such as the Philsaga Mining, and
another firm that has been temporarily
shut down but maintained for 15 years -
the Manila Mining Corp., partly owned
by Lepanto Mines. .

Based on that audit, Lopez had ordered
the cancellation of the contracts/ permits
of 23 operating mines, the suspension for
six months of five others, and the cancel-
lation of the contracts on 75 projects that
had not yet started. The reason for such
orders was that the mining firms had
viplated environmmental laws, which the
DENR is mandated to enforce. The 75
new projects cancelled, Lopez avers, are
all located in watersheds, which should
never be allowed because they threaten
further widespread environmental de-
spoliation, as has repeatedly happened
over the decades. o

The Chamber of Mines of the Philip-
pines has protested and blocked Lopez's
confirmation by the Commission on
Appomtments. (The chamber continues
its apposition even as President Duterle
has reappointed her.) Meantime, the af-
fected firms have appealed to the Chief
Executive to nullity her orders, com-
plaining that their right to due process
has been violated. Consequently Duterte
directed the Mining Industry Coordinat-
g Council (MICC) to review Lopez’s
orders; she and Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez Jr. are its co-chairs.

Turn {o page 10
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ONLINE NEWS
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From Update Philippines (Apr 20): Armed Force Western Command now in full alert

Armed Forces of the Philippine Western Command (WESCOM) is now on heightened asiert. ‘The military command
also activated Joint Task Unit Coronto:make sure ifs area of responsibility is free from any terrorist activities,

Joint Task Unit Coron is composed of the Marines, Navy, Air Force, Philippine National Police and Philippine
Coast Guard personnel o oversee security operations in the area purposely to prevent kKidnapping activities,

WESCOM said it is now on heightened alert to ensure that peace and security, and the Palawefios are protected from
terrorist acts. “WESCOM is now intensifying target hardening on probable targets for kidnap for ransom.”

“Maitime Patrols on sea lanes of communication and mobility corridors have been intensified to deter KFRG
ffom conducting kidriapping activities sspecially i known tourist destinations, Random checkpoints mobile
patrols and AFP visibility in places of convergence have been initiated for public safety.” WESCOM saic.

It is also coordinating with the resort owners, national police and Philippine Coast Guard “for collaborative and synergestic
actions to deter KFRG incidents in the province.”

“We call on the peopie of Palawan to remain vigilant, calm and are encourage to report any suspicious looking individuals
to the nearest AFP and PNP stations for appropriate action. The key to a secure and safe FPalawan is the coliaborative
and synergistic actions of alf stakeholders,” WESCOM said.

ntip./Awww.update.oh
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Troops find abandoned Abu Sayyaf camp in Basilan

From the Philippine Star (Apr 20): Troops find abandoned Abu Sayyaf camp in Basilan

G
Troops found the abandoned camp while on a tracking operation against the bandit group. Westmincom, released, file

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines — Government froops seized an Abu Sayyaf camp during operations Sunday in
the hinterland of Sumisip town in Basilan, a military official said Thursday.

The ground forces aiso recovered assorted war materiel and camoufiage attire belonging to the Abu Sayvaf .
group in the nearby town of Maluso on the same day, saidWestern Mindanao Command {(Westmincom) chief Lt

Gen, Carlito Galvez Jr.

He said the elements of the 68th Infantry Battalion under Joint Task Force Basilan chief Col. Juvymax Uv were on
a tracking operation when they discovered the Abu Sayyaf lair at Barangay Cabcaban, Sumisip town Sunday

afternoon.

Galvez said the troops;eported the camp was hastily abandoned by the Abu Sayyaf militanis who detected the
approaching soldiers.

The government troops initially encountered the Abu Sayyaf in the same area on Aprit 11. Eight militia members were

killed and 11 others — six soldiers and five militiamen — were wounded in the clash.

The soldiers described the abandoned camp as having three guard posts and 38 bunkers.

Separate forces, composed of Army Rangers and militia also recovered a single-shat rifle, a shotgun, assorted
ammunition, a radio transceiver, and battle dress attire (BDA) uniforms belonging to the Abu Sayyaf at uphill Barangay

Abong Abong, Maluso fown.

Galvez said soldiers from the 15th Special Forces Company also stumbled on an arms cache while tracking down
the Abu Sayyaf militants along the mangrove area of Langas island off Maluso town last Tuesday.

They found an M16 rifle with a magazine, and an M1 Garand with an ammunition ciip and & bandolier wrapped in a sack,
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Locals told the troops they noticed two peopie bringing the sack with the suspicious items.

According o Uy, the civilians also said one of the two had his arm wrapped with a bandage.

The military suspects that the two suspects were among the followers of Abu Sayyaf group sub-leader Furyii Indama,
whe was himself wounded in the encounter Tuesday last week at Barangay Cabcaban.

hito:/fwww.philstar.com

ASG leader Radullan Sahiron tired of life on the run

From the F’hlhppme News Agency (Apr 20) ASG ieader Radullan Sahiron tired of life on the run

One of the hunters of Abu Sawaf Group {ASG) leader Radulian Sahlron has conﬁrmed the w:f!mqness of the
bandit chief to surrender due’ to old age, fatique and incessant military pressure.

This was disclosed by Joint Task Force commander Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana in an interview Wednesday.

is: it constant movement from ohe place 'to another : ooused military
operation aqamst them is unceasing due to our constant rofation of pur forces.” said Sobejana in Filipino.

Sobejana declined to identify the ASG chief's emissary but said the [atter is a close and respected friend of the

handit chieftain.

He also declined fo give additional details as efforts are stifl ongoing to ensure that Sahiron's surrender will materialize.

"We believe tha%'.cnce Radullan surfaoeé {and surrenders), his followers and other (leaders} will foliow,” the military official
added.

Should this develop, 70 percent of the ASG problem will be solved, the Joint Task Force Sulu commander

stressed,

One of the conditions set by the ASG ieader is that the Philippine government will not turn him over to the US

governmant.

Sahiron is the leading figurehead of the ASG in Sulu after most of the founding leaders of the group were kilied.

The US Federal Bureau of investigation has set a USD1 million reward for the capture of Sahiron.

Sobejana said that one df the conditions they set is that the ASG chief should also convince his followers {o

surrender also,

The total number of surrendered Abu Sayyaf members has reached 16, following the order of President Rodrigo Duterts
to finish off the bandit group in six-month period. The deadiine will lapse on June 30.

There are over 40 Abu Sayyaf members who have been killed in the island provinces of Bagilan, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi

since January.
http:/fwww . pna.gov.ph
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Abu Sayyaf member surrenders in Basilan
From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 20): Abu Sayyaf member surrenders in Basilan

A member of the dreaded Abu Sayyvaf Group (ASG) has surrendered to the military in the island province of
Basilan, the Western Mindanac Command { Westmincom) announced or Thursday. _

Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr. Westmincom chief, identified the Abu Savyaf surrenderee as Nasser Sagap alias

Sinbad, 20. 2 resident of Barangay Limbu Upas, Tipo-Tipo,

Galvez said Sagap is known to be under the group of ASG leader Furuji Indama.

Galvez said Sagap surrendered to the troops of the 18th Infantry Battalion under the Joint Task Force Basilan at
around 2 p.m. Wednesday in Barangay Bohe Pahu, Unagkaya Pukan.

He said Sagap turned over a caliber .30 M1 Garand rifle with one clip and four rounds of ammunition.

helr baahwacks aswe wmk closelv WIth the 3oca£ government: and out partners 10 tum
tha strongholds of thé Abii Savvaf into peaceful communities,” Galvez said.

“We want to work for peace without the use of arms and prevent bloodshed and in this light, we are encouraging other
Abu Sayyaf bandits, as Filipinos, to lay down their arms and join the government in working for a peaceful and

orogressive Mindanao,” he added.

Last week, 11 Abu Sayyaf members from the southernmost province of Tawi- Tawi also surrendered to the military, A
rehabititation program is being prepared for them.

Seventeen Abu Savyaf bandits have surrendered to the government gince January.

Galvez said the ageing and most senior leader of the Abu Sayyaf, Raduilan Sahiron, has aiso sent surrender feelers to

the military.

http:/fwww.pna.gov.ph
2 freed soldiers given more time with family to recover from trauma

From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 20): 2 freed soldiers giver more time with family to recover from trauma

The 10th Infantry Division is giving the two soldiers released by the New Peopie’s Army {(NPA) more time with their families to

help them recover from physical and psychological traums.

Capt. Rhyan Batchar, 10th ID spokesperson, said they are glad that the NPA “has come to their senses and decided to release the two
abducied scldiers.™

Batchar noted the communist rebels "treacherously” abducted Sgt Solaiman Catocop and Pfe Samuel Garay of the 38th
Infantry Battalion last February 2 while the peace talks were ongoing and the unilateral ceasefires still in effect.Batchar said the
refeased soldiers were immediztely brought to the Matanao municipal hall and presented to Mayor Vincent Fernandez.

The two were Jater brought to Camp Panacan Station Hospital in Davao City for physical and medical evatuation and

debriefing, he added.
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Armed Force Western Command now in full alert

From Updaie Philippines {Apr 20): Armed Force Western Command now in fult alert

Armed Forces of the Philippine Western Command (WESCOM) is now on heightened alert. The military command also
activated Joint Task Unit Coron to make sure its area of responsibility ig free from any terrorist activifies,

Joint Task Unit Coron is composed of the Marines. Navy, Alr Force, Philippine National Police and Philippine Coast Guard
personnel to oversee security operations in the area purposely fo prevent kidnapping activities.

WESCOM said it is now on heightened alert to ensure thal peace and security, and the Palawefios are protecied from terorist acts,
"WESCOM is now intensifying target hardening on probable targets for kidnap for ransom.”

kidnapping activities espesially in known torrist Hestinations Random checkpoints mobilépatrols and AFP visibilityin
laces of convergence have beeninitiated forpublic safety.” WESCOM said.

it is also coordinating with the reson owners, national police and Phiiippine Coast Guard “for collaborative and synergestic actions o

deter KFRG incidents in the province.”

"We call on the people of Palawan to remain vigilant, calm and are encourage to repori any suspicious looking individuals 1o the nearest
AFP and PNP stations for appropriate action. The key to a secure and safe Palawan is the coflaborative and synergistic actions of all

stakehoiders,” WESCOM said,

htip:/www.update.ph
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