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STORY BY LEC UDTOHAN

Government forces caught up with a group of fleeing Abu
Sayyaf members on Saturday, triggering a gun battle that
left one of the militants—a Bohol native—dead. The clash
erupted whena motorcycle-taxi driver grew suspicious of
his smelly passenger and tipped off the police about the

Abu Sayyaf rebels in Clarin town in Bohol. E%

~ Lawmen have cordoned a cavein
Clarin town where 7 other Abu Sayyaf
members are believed to be in hiding
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_my forces fOiIEd an attempt 'Uy,
' Stipa base in
*__nearbyinabang WL
EoiOnenofs those slain: ‘was
:dentlﬁed by ‘the rmhtaa:y as
Abu Rami, a young ‘Abu Sayyaf
| leader blamed: for the behead-
ings last year of two Canadian
‘hostages and a’ German in
3 February
{ooAjoint contmgent of pﬂhce
'and mihtary ‘troops secured'a
" ¢ave and'its’ surroundings” in
Barangay Bacani-where they

e: town of Talk.
und for Tagb1~
abanga not to

ssenger at - the barangay :
Pproper of Bacani and proceed- 1a
adtothe police station to're- pi
._port what he noticéd. The po- 8

aag

believed the remiaining seven ) . The team chanced: upon :
others had beenhit, ‘the Abi . Sayyaf member who

. . The ¢ave has’a narrow en- immédiately ran: toward: the
trance of just about a meter cave, wlnch was about 150 me-
wide, but is believed to be at ters away... R

least 7 meters deep. According
to the military officials, the
cave doesn't connect to -other
caves in the mumcxpaiity

The gunmen were ‘alleged-
ly planmng to set upabase and
conduct. ‘terror. activities in
nearby provmces from Ina-
banga last week.
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ry aircraft flying top
fense . d military officials

. "They Weréjﬁst domg their

job:Tf they will not, they willbe -

answegable to their superiors,”
ARG smds e
The Chinese forces told the
pilots of the C-130 plane that

- they were straying into China’s

airspace and that they should

_ leaye at onice to ayoid miscal-

ctilations, © e
- Filipinoaviators and sailors
2156 described last Friday's
incident as routine as Chinese

 forces would normally” com-

livelihood and personal s_g—‘-"ﬂyin'é

curity of (i citizens there,”

ed near _
ng - strictly observed dmoratorium -
-on develop - _
on land.feature in disputed i
waters. Brunei has no military .

st 'doing their:

" Of the six claimant coun-
trieg in the-West Philippine

Sea, only the Philippines has

preserice in the areas it claims
25 its own. Aside from the Phil-

ippines, China and Brunel, the
_other countries with ciaims in
the South China Sea are Malay-

sia, Taiwan and Vietnam.
China has already built

artificial island fortresses over

reefs and shoals i -disputed

waters, .o o o
‘White: Beijing: has kept ont

assuring concerned neighbors
that its infrastructure develop-
ment on-land. features in the
ared is for civilian purposes,

sailing over of near
their occupied controlled areas -
" in the disputed region. .

‘development-ony

ticated weapons system.
- Vietnam; for its.part, has

been pursuing infrastructure

cupied.outposts. S
- The Tatwanese, who control
the biggest island in-
ive also been cori-
asly conducting develop-
ments i areas they occupy. »
~ Developmients on ltu Aba-
include expansion of an air-
field as well as installation: of
water, power and communica- .
tion facilities: The Taiwanese
government has ‘also set up
heavy armamernts intheisland.
For its part, Malaysia has
Eﬂt up a diving. resort, with
otel and __swimming'pool, on

its Layang-Layang outposts. It

has also expanded its presence
in the region by occupying two
more reefs nearby.

. — With. Jaime Laude
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.- Lorenzana and Armed Forces -
Chief Gen. Eduardo Afio, along with-
other military officials; visited Pagasa
1sland, a Philippine-occupied territory
that is part of the disputed Spratly
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Trooper kﬂled_ in Surigao encounter : Wlﬂl NP:'I_Z'_'f'-s

BUTUAN ITY_ A nvernmen
2 gun battlewith
rgents in Pongon

5 traoper was Kill
the comm
area, San
Sur. -

A skebchy

town,- Sungao del

People 8 Ar;py (NPA) rebels were

kﬂled or wounded in ...

. rtreachmg the po]me‘f
regional heéadquarters here yesterday
said an undetermined number.of New -

A flash report received hy the i

operation center of Northeastern Mii

danad Police Regional Office 18 (PRO
- 13) based at Camp Rafael C. Rodriguez”

from Surigao del Sur Police Provincial:
Office (PPO) also said that elements of "

Seventh Special Forces Company (7th - ¢

SFC) were still in"hot pursmt of the "
fleeing NPA rebels, armed wing of the .
Commumst Party of the Philippines
(CPP). '

i KAlied m the gunbattle was Cpl.-

%

'Augosto D ngor

‘ments of 7th SFC, led by CpL Allan G.
“Gabanit, were conducting security and
‘combat patrol when they engaged. an
“undetermined mumber of NFA rebels

*- The Surigao deI Sur PPO sald ele‘

a45:36 p.m. on Thursday. :
The rehels were believed members

" .of CPP-NPA Northeastern Mindanac
_Regional Committee whose com-
.mander was still unknown, the report

+-sald. (Mike . Crismundo) . .o
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2ID army top brass host '1st Media Fellowship 2017

From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 22): 21D army top brass host "1st Media Fellowship 2017

Around 40 journalists from the Calabarzon Region and Mindoro were feted to the two-day 1st Media

Fellowship 2017 and fur shoot fest-which culminated Saturday by top brass of the Philippine Army . . ..

{PA) 2nd Infaniry Division (2ID) at the military army camp here,

in his message at Friday’s media fellowship dinner, Major General Rhoderick M. Parayno, 2ID
commander said they have hosted the first media fellowship as “our gesture of appreciation to the
media for helping us in serving the communities and peoples of the region.”

Brigadier General Glorivine R, Dida, the 2iD assistant division commander also thanked the camp’s
defense press corps and regionai media whom he referred 10 as “the windows of our house for the people o

. see out there”,

The 21D officials and military personnel treated the region’s working press to basic rules of gun safety, firing

and shooting fechnigues.

They also engaged media to fun shoot fest by the contending teams of Tanay (21D HQ) which romped off with
the championship, 85th IB, 202nd Brigade and Team PNA at the camp’s firing range.

http:/iwww.pna.gov.ph/findex.php 2idn=28sid=&nid=2&rid=08 18 0
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|- GENERAL SANTOS CITY ~Police.
. have filed charges on Friday againsta

retired Army soldier who shotand killed
* his younger brother in Santo Nifio,:

South Cotabato. . -

elCabuslay, Santo

.altercation: ursda
- Investigation showed that the victim
and the: suspect figured in a heated
‘argument wherein the suspect shot the”
victim with a 45 cafiber pistol. '
 The misunderstanding stemmed .
from the complaint filed by the vietim.
against the suspect before the baran-
gay-over the shared use of their water
CsUpply i
- Cabuslay said the suspect tried to
confront the victim to settle the case,
‘but this led to a heated altercation.
The victim succumbed to bullet-
~ wounds in the head and body.
The suspect, together with his fire-
arm, surrendered immediately to the
police after the incident.
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‘PH PRESENCE - Defense Secretary Delﬂn_l.oronzana {siandlng fiith from left) 1s
government officials when they visited Pagasa island in the Spratly Group ofdslands In the South China Sea, Friday. According

to reports, President Rodrigo Roa Duierte has ordered the mllitary to oocupy alk the Islands that belong to the. P!ll!ipplnes ln.
‘the disputed South China Sea. (EPA} ' s : S,
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Armed Forces of the Philippines
spokesman Brig. Gen. Restitute Padilla
confirmed the death of Melloria.

However, Padilla said “We couid not
yet provide other details of Melloria’s
kilfing as the gunbattle is sl raging
with six other ASG members who are
on the run’

Padilla said the troops recovered the
M16 {folding stock) rifle of Melioria,

The April 17 Inabanga fireight also
known as the botched Bohol raid ra-
sulted in the death of five ASG mem-
bers, three soldiers and a policeman.

Amaong thase killed in the Aptil 17
encounter was Abu Sayyaf sub-leader
Maumar Askall, alias Abu Rami, Chief
Supt. Noli Talino, Police Regionat Office
{PRO) 7 director, said.

Abu Rami, the military claimed was
behind the beheading of two Canadian
nationals-—lohn Ridsdef and Robert
Hall fast year and German hostage Jur-
gen Kantner in Febuary this year.

Three soldiers and a cop were also
kifled during the bloody encounter that
triggered security alarm for visiting

/%

foreign digritaries attending the forth-
coming Asean Summit in the country
next week.

Foreign government, including the
United States and Canadahad issued
travel warning on their citizens to avoid
visiting Bohol and other areas in Central
Visayas following the gunbattie.

Padifla said the distribution of ASG
photos among the residents of in-
abanga and nearby towns coufd have
facilitated the quick tracking down of
the movement of the fleeing ASG mem-
bers.

Earlier, President Rodrigo Duterte of-
fered P1 million for the capture dead or
alive of each ASG terrorists.

The military, meanwhile, said there
was no failure of intelligence about the
ASG incursion into Bohol.

“We knew where they [ASG] were. We
knew they were coming,” Padilfa said.

ASG, who keeps 20 foreigners and
seven focals as hostages, are also be-
lieved to be targetting Cebu and Siqui-
jor Istand, both tourism spots, intefli-
gence sources said. With PNA
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'Lorenzana said he didn’t:
?'_thmk so pointing to themas-. pr _
“sive infrastructure develop- ~for supplymg the Phlhppmes

‘ment on an artificial-island -eight other’ outposts:in ‘the.
built' by the Chmese over. . West Phllzppme Sea, i
‘ Zamora (Subl) Reef

":are solar panels, pows
enérators,. desalmatmn'

?'iLorenzana said. Sub 1e - planits; an ice storage plant,

12 nautmal ‘miles from Pag- .. new quarters for the troops,
Y Y Asa. - -and aresearch and shelter cen-
inLST (Landmg S}“? Tank) to - "We should have done thister for the Bureau of Flsheries
bring building materials due ‘before but we did not because ~ and Aquatic Resources. = =

to lack of dockmg facilities,”,
L " Turn to Page 6
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- congressman and former Uni-
ity of the Philippines law,
rofessor said the “use of force
by the Chinese coast guard

against arl unarmed Filipino-

' isa violation of the United
‘Nations Convention on the
_Law of the Sea” .

The Phitippine Coast Guard

QOFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P (PCG) said the Pil'zpino-owned

vessel was fishing in waters
belonging to the country’s

Sy wl g PUTPUSE! DETVIRG fgqe people. Securing the land.

i guard fired warning shot :
. to drive aw

"i:p"o'_rtedry fire
times by

* guards on board,” the PCG.
e Statemenfread; SR el

Dutch arbitrator ifi the land-

“bitration, £,
‘ritorial sovereignty, as has,
‘already been said, involves the
* exclusive tight to display the
- activities of a State. .
. *This right has a corollary,a
" duty: the obligation to protect
- withifi the territory the rights
v of 'other, States; in particular.
“théir right to integrity and‘in-
- violability in peace and i waty
* together with therights which
‘each State may -claim for its
nationals in foreign territory.”.
*.. Tronically, this was the case
" where the Philippines lost o
Indonesia the island of Las
Palmias. 0 .

riie we have-an ob-
pnder international

 reaches of its own EEZ, eating
up large swathes of fishing

_use of marine resources found

ay _the__:.ﬁshlerm_z_é_

d upon :s'evé:ﬁ'_:
“hinsse speed-
vChinese coast:

" Quoting Max Huber, the

ark:1928 almas. a

‘Roque ;Said':.;gf’-i'e .

In recent jze'aré, Indonesia
has used the island to plot the

vessels. - .
Roque said the Philippines
has the exclusive right to the

in its ERZ. “At the very least,
the Philippines should file a
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_fdml omatic protest W;th th
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; ythi 2@ i
You yourself m
€ is ‘are. umdentlﬁe

andall
- 'ofven_fymg the situation,”
fiese foreign ministry’ spokes-
man Lu Kang said in 2 press
_ briefing onFriday when asked
5!' reporter about the matt
' Chma also need(s) fo'che
*“on that. But our position on the,

¥ iriese
lowed Filipino. fishe
s& to the resource-nch-waters

'-;15 lookmg forward to receis
-back from their Chinese co

'Armed Forces of the Philippines’/ 7 "We welcome this move'an
spokesman Brig.:Gen. Restituto Pa=: ward to their feedback;” ] asaidi
_ jdiIla said: that the mzlltary 1eadersh1p .= With Janvic Mateo, Jaim - Laude
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'_dissatlsﬁed w:th this,. China ha

- lodged representations with:'the -

 Philipping side;” Lu Kang said ina

 press statement posted on China’s:

; -Forergn Ministry Affairs website
“Last Friday, Philippines De

Secretary” Delfifi Lorenzana® and
- Armed Forces Chilef Gen. Eduardo -
" Afio, along with othar military offi~
cials, Visited Pagasa Island, a Philip- .
pine-occupied territory that is part

of the disputed Spratly Istands in X
‘peace and’ stabttity in the Southf'

China Sea, and promote thessound

the South Chma Sea or West Phil

“pine’ “deferise and ‘military ofﬁcmls;j

had negatedthe important con-"
- visit fast year, Lusaid China and

‘the Philippines had been keeping

sensus reached between Chinese

“President Xi Jinping and thppme’:

President Rodrigo Duterte.

China Sea issue’Lu said.

. Lu sald China was hoping the.
“scribed the trip to Pagasa Island as

Philippine - government  would

continue to cherish a 42-year-old
China-Philippines bifateral rela-" -

“tions which, rEJuvenated under the-

L MGravely: concerned about and
;Ieadership of President Duterte:

‘the'Soviet:Union and other ' oca =

Page: !

“The . Philippines":-and* Chlna;f'

fforged diplomatic ties in 1975 dir-*
“ing the term of President Ferdi-

and: Matcos, who opened formal -
tike ‘a vear later with"at the time

Ist countries. =
" "We Hope that the Phnhppme
side “could faithfully follow the_
consensus teached between the
two leadership, maintain generaE-

nd steady developmerit of Chi
Philippirie relations Ly said
Since President Duterte’s China.

good communication to properly

*This'move funs counter to the " ‘manage and resolve the maritime-

':mportant consensus reached be- displites in the South China Sea.
Aween ‘the two leadership, which

is to properly deal with the South

. “We hHope that this momentum’
can contihug, the Chinese Foretgn‘

. Mmlstry official said. -

In" media reports, Lorenzana de-

a "norma] visit wsthln our terratory
: R Turnto A2

1%
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"We believe and we know that this
is our territory and | am just visiting to
look at the conditions of our people
here” the top Filipino defense official
said.

Pagasa Island was occupied by the
Philippines in the late 1960s and s
categarized as a fifth-class municipal-
ity of Palawan province.

L.orenzana has revealed a plan toset
aside at least P1.6 billion to develop
Pagasa Island and a proposal by the

Bureau of Fisheries and Aguatic Re-

sources to build a fish portin the area.

Meanwhile, specialized construc-
tion and engineering troops from the
Philippine Navy and Air Force will play
a key roie in upgrading various factli-

ties in Pagasa Island, Lorenzana said

Friday.

This is especially true when it comes
to building facilities involving ship
docking and unloading of cargoes.

"“We must first construct the so-
called beaching ramp because if that
facility is not yet ready, then we can-
not bring in L5Ts [landing ship tanks]

19

to bring in building materiel due
to lack of docking facilities. Sc the
heaching ramp is the first priority. The
Navy already has a plan to build that
and use their Seabees [Naval Con-
struction Brigade] in constructing and
completing that project before July/!
Lorenzana added in Filipina,

Engineering battations from the Air
Force could be deployed if needed.

He disciosed that once the beach-
ing ramp was completed, construc-
tion activities could continue even in
the most adverse weather as building
supplies and engineering equipment
could be stockpiled safely and eastly.

Construction projects eyed for Pa-
gasa Island include concreting the
7.2-km. Rancudo Airstrip, develop-
ment of ports, instailation of addi-
tional solar panels and generator sets,
desalination plants, new quarters for
miiitary personnel, the establishment
of a Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources marine research and shei-
ter center, and an ice plant for storing
fish caught by the islanders. PNA
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—Gina’s- NPA “friends”
must disarm DND ch:ef*

Tr leased yesterdaybyDepm*tment‘
™ of National Defense spokesman :

- Before' sohcztmg the help of . Arsenio Andolong. e
the communist New Pe0ple 5 However, ‘while Waltmg

Anny{NPA)topmtectﬂm fo:r official communication on:"
“ how the DND could help the™

" Department of Environmént: .
 and Natural Resources in:
: estabhshmg “E3 (ecological, -
< economic and educational .
: _M zones)” ha’aonw;lde, Lorenza-
na urged Lopezto encourage .
: her friends from the Commiu- -
in’ mist Part}g of the Philippines =
Py PA to take this .
. in Agusan del Norte ~ " chanceto Iay-d'own their arms;
. Lotrerzand said the defense stop ali crlmmal and terrorist
*department strongly-supporr:s activities and become Iegm—. _
Lopez's steadfast cotnimitment ‘mate F111p1no Citizens. o
The defense department -

to the geniuine protection of
the environment and the pro- -~ and the military have blamed -
NPA rebels for the series of

motion of sustainable develop~ -
ment in the Philippinés.: atrocities’ commitied against

- “The DND welcomes: ail military and civilian targets.
initiatives that will helpuplift = These usually stemmed
the lives of our counirymen from the rebels’ kidnapping,

" and bring livelihood to our arson and extortion activities
communities. In fact, themain  against defenseless targets.
goal of the Philippine Defense ~ “1f the:'CPP-NPA really want-

Transformation Roadmap -edtohelp, they must lay down
2028 is the attainment pf 2 their firearms, stop their extortion

more credible deferise posture  activities and retum to the fold
that will lead to national de- of the law and be productive
velopment,” Lorenzana said.  members of society” Lorenzana

The press statement was re-  said. ~With Celso Amo

By JAIME LAUDE

Secretary Ging. Lope
CONVAnce the rebels to

- Lapez reportedly'
_enilllstlthe ‘comm_u

2

I
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:plo
' pensive and difficultfo undertake, " - andd
- On rhe other hand, the S_pratlys and to

'subject published by the U‘P Law Center. AS pp _
one.of the two vice chau Philippine. UN Secra_'tary General (UNSG) of the baselings’
' unde; RA"_9522 Tt claimed the statiz

state,”. tompesed of th
) Vi

! . ) plus two “‘regimes
chai en. ign" Kalayaan Istand - Group in the Spratlys

Undersecretary Jose Ingles; ing as . Scarborough Shoal (or Bajo de Masinloc). . .
chairs were then Sen. Arturo Tolentinoand . . Soon aftef, China stbmitted to the UNS
then Justice Secretary Vicente Abad San- a“Note” dated April 13, 2009, alleging that RA
tos. All'are now deceased.) - ‘9522 “illegally claims Huangyan Island (re eign Sectetary Enrique Manalo in a recent In-

In 1982, the UN finally adopted the UN  ferred to as ‘Bajo de Masinloc in the Actyand - guirer Forum. Ts this a better strategy toTesolve
Convention on the Law of the Sea {Unclos) - some islands and reefs of Nansha Islands (re~j“ the unpasse mtile 5C8? (T be Cﬂnﬁmlefi) :
that carne into force i 1994. Mendoza relat- . ferred to as ‘The. Kalayaan Island Group’ i+ R Z
ed that our delegation was able to include ~the Act) of China... The Chinese Governrhent: Commen’cs to ch|eﬂust;cepangam—
the “archipelagic principles” in the Unclos,  hereby retterates that Huangyan Island and ban@hotmailcom . o ;

-proposed Code’ of Condu ‘betiveen
Asean ard China, spoken abaut by Acting For-

A
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N onunumhes mAgu an del Nbrte o
he NPA they just reaﬂy an __0

7' rRice you meeh them... My hope there 13 we
doitin one place, we've dome it everywhere,” she added. -
Lopez'may Just as-well say the government agrees to sharmg :
power with: bel group ‘which has sought t0° put up a.
' cormunist system through the power of the gun.: & 2
: Cormnumst Party of the Philippines (CPF) founding dmmnan Jose
Maria Sison, as expected, welcormed in & statement Lopez's offer.
- Lopez, while’ playmg footsies with the NPA, moved to blocka.
plea of the Department of Finance (DoF)led Mining Industry
Coordinating Council (MICC)for the government to allocate P50
million to rewew ‘the mine closures ordered by the Department

¢
: b
of Envwonment and Natural Regources (DENE b5ss Local: 5285, 5
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLic v e = oroes (DENR). | psssiecel: 529 5285
Heople. SEcUng ihe land
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50 mandat by Executwe Order 79 that Then Premdent Aqumo
issued i m 2012 creaimg the MICC. i

“The DUF cannat be excluded from th1s prOCess “as. 1t does
not of 1tseif face any oenfhct of mterest Wlthout vm!atmg its
mandate under E0 70, n she said, _

- The MIGG is mandated under EO 79 to Peview a.il mm:mg related
rules and regiﬂai;wns, +issuances and agreemients; and was ordered
convenedby the Premdent during the February 7 Cabinet meetmg
to disenss and red ess the DENR’s audit last year.

- Lopez's presen '.:'_contmues to weigh heavily on the whole
Cabmet if not; the whole nation, due to her insisténcs of pushing
her advocacy even a:l: the cost of the government’s mterest
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Military, terror groups engage in gun battle in Lanao del Sur
From ABS-CBN (Apr-22). Military, terror groups engage in gun-battle in Lanao del Sur e

Military forces engaged joint members of the Maute and the Abu Savvaf groups in a gun battle in
Barangay Gakap, Piagapo fown in Lanao del Sur on Saturday morning.

No casualties were reported as of posting time.

The firefight was the result of continuous military operations against the terrorists, the army said,

Lieutenant Colonel Jo-ar Herera, Tabak 1st Division spokesperson, confirmed that the Maute and Abu
Sayyaf have joined forces as both groups are historically allies.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines used airstrikes to overwhelm the two groups.

Herera said Joint Task Force Kampilan, led by Brigadier Generals Joselito Bautista and Nixon Fortes,
has been conducting operations to contain the terrorists in the area, adding that the military is

following directives from President Rodrigo Duterie,

Herera said they are aiso confirming whether the Abu Sayyaf is still led by Isnilon Hapilon, who was first
reported Kifled in Butig 2 months ago.

The military has aiso secured vital installations that may be targeted by the terrorist group to divert the

authorities' attention.

The locat government unit has evacuated about 200 families.
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Army chides NPA for propaganda ploy

From the Sun Star-Davao {Apr 21). Army chides NPA for propaganda ploy

THE Philippine Army's 10th Infantry Division (ID) said that the New Peoples’ Army (NPA) forced the two
captured soldiers to wear their military ur_‘_zifor_ms when they were released as a propaganda ploy. B

Captain Rhyan Batchar. 10th ID spokesperson said in a press statement issued Friday, April 21, that
the release of the two soldiers on Wednesday at Colonsabak. Matanao, Davao del Sur while wearing
their battie dress uniform (BDU} was orchestrated.

IThis i the CPP (Communist Party of the Philippines):NPA's vain aftémpt fo cover up the treacherous
‘insincere abduction of the soldiers who were unarmed and in civilian clothes inthe midst of the

an
peace ‘talks and ceasefire,” Batchar said.

The government's froops under the 39th Infantry Battalion, who were earlier released, were identified as
Sergeant Solaiman Calucop and Private First Class Samuel Garay.

They were abducted by the NPA iast February 2 in Columbio, Sultan Kudarat, while the ceasefire was still in

effect.
He cited that this is contrary to their usual practice of releasing their kidnapped, wearing shirts with a marked

Prisoner of War.

During debriefing after their release, the soldiers said it was the NPA who ordered them to wear their BDU
during the release.

They were even ioid to wear these while in captivity, but they refused to.

Batchar said that Calucop has a uniform in his bag when he was abducted while Garay's wife Jessa Mae was

asked by a certain Joy Mirasol of Karapatan to bring her husband's BDU on the day of the release.

http://www.sunstar.com.ph/davao/local-news/2017/04/21/army-chides-npa-propaganda-ploy-537817
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Grandma, 2 kids die in Philippine encounter
From The Guif Today (Apr 22} Grandma, 2 kids die in Philippine encounter

A T0-vear-old grandmother and two of her grandchildren, aged 11 and 9, were killed when they were
caught in the crossfire during a clash between government forces and members of the communist New

People's Army (NPA) on the island province of Masbate in the Bicol Region.

Senior Inspector Maria Luisa Calubaquib, the provincial police spokesman, identified the grandmother
as Lolita Peita who died with her two grandchildren amid hints they were used as “human shields” by

the rebels.

Caiubaquib alsc reported that a relative of the victims, a widower and also aged 70, was wounded in the
encounter that occurred on Thursday afternoon in a remote village in the town of Cawavan, Masbate.

Calubaquib said a team of Armv soldiers were on security pafrol when they clashed with the rebeis in
the village described by the military as an “NPA lair” where it was not unusual for the insurgents to
use residents as “human shields” during encounters with government forces.

Also in Mashate, the military reported its discovery of an NPA bomb factory during recent clearing
operations in another remote village in the town of Milagros.

The facility was capable of manufacturing hundreds of improvised explosive devices including
landmines used by the insurgents in their gttacks on military and police camps, according to the

military.

The NPA With:?about 4,000 members is the armed compenent of the Communist Party of the Philippines that
has been waging a Maoist-style insurgency against the govermment for close to 50 years, considered The

longest in Asia and the Pacific.

When he took over Malacanang Palace on June 30, 2016, President Rodrigc "Rody” Duterte initiated the
resumption of peace iatks with the Maoists through their pofitical arm the National Demaocratic Front (NDF)

Osle, Norway which has been brokering the negotiations.

But in February this year, Duterte ordered the cancellation of the {alks as he accused the insurgents of
violating the unilateral ceasefire they had declared by killing and kidnapping soldiers and policemen.

The president alse ordered the military o use all available government resources including newly-acquired
attack helicopters to go after the insurgents he had described as "terrorists”
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