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High court says there’s no law prohibiting construction of the condominium building ..

: '_.jdentml buﬂdmg
.__clalmed rumed the ; IEW of t

i herltage _

S "'_The pubhc suppo:t that was
- pressed in favor of our stand was an’
f'mdlcatmn ‘not-only :bf" ‘the 1mpor—i"_
tance of the national manument but

also of the continued: rélevance and'
: reverence our’ national’ hero; Jost

been affected by the controversy
i "Muvmg o, we will: 1mmediateiy
_resuime construction . to° fmally:
+ end the - undue’ “suffering of our
‘stakeholders,” ‘most especially ‘our
oys,” the gro W _residents who.

*Por. jté part; DMCI Homes - depended on ourc mmitment B
_ Gmed the outcome of the 1egal bat—-. “to complete the pxo;ec '

OF i
FICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9855 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpcse: Serving the people. Securin'g th.e land.

7




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

i

. OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa army2012@gmail.com - Tel no: (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285,5295 |

of the cxty {thh] Ieadmg univer-

and Reyubhc- Act .
smes, _reputable hospltals and

L Nos 10066 better known as:ithe

National Cultural Hentage Act L
of2009. .- centers of the Metro area ali.

DMCI denied the aiieganons Within easy drive or commute.”
it lamented that stopping “Senior Assocxate Justice An- |
“the! pro;ect could lead to about tonio Carpxo who
Py 27 bﬁhon in forgone revenue t_aske_d w_z_f_:h__ writing th

i= “issue. INQ

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: §285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

3




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is & source of national pride

. OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFF ARG~

~..

Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.cor - Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285,5295 - |

7 April 2017

Page: l

: SY'JATMET:;#’IUDE’"W""

There is no specific ter-
ror threat that could dis-
rupt the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) summit in Ma-
nila this week, but the
military stressed it is not
leaving anything to chance
and “everything is cov-
ered” security-wise.

“Nothing to worry,” Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
chief Gen. Eduardo Afio said,
as he assured the public that
the military, in cooperation
with the Philippine Nation-
al Police (PNP), is prepared
against terror and other dis-
turbances during the summit
at the Philippine International
Convention Center {PICC).

“We have everything cov-
ered,” Afio said.

The AFP, he said, also did
not detect terrorist activities
that might be launched by
Abu Sayyaf bandits under
Abu Rami, who was killed by
government forces in Bohol
earlier this month.

“0) course we will finish
the Abu Sayyal in Bohol”
ADo said.

To ensure a smooth coordi-
nation among security units,
all of them would be under

Turn to Page 10

me sympatnizer: :
ror group: are based in Manila.: .

Rathoritiessaid some balik
Islam members have become . sisp

__fa_natlg§

Palice Office has'sent a
gent of 191 personnel .

~ Region 2 Deputy Regional
Director-for. Operations St..-
aid the

Supt. Bernabe Balba sé
contingent includes two medi-

“said that since last year they'
have been ‘offering. to process.
e th FOCess

of the heads of state, their en-.

migration documents

]
i
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. Meanwhile,: Malacafiang
“yesterday declared April 28

“aworker shall :Be pald an adch— ; _
”onal 30 pe:fcent of h:s hourly ‘ve_ n Macalran .r: _
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i r i)
i Meanwhile, anothertroop of soldiers: -
" from the 87th IB’ who were conducting
A reconnarssanc,e _patrol encountered_ e
A group of NPA rebels in Barangav_'-. L
- Borong;: Calbaga SamarThe troops'.; .
i :recovered oné M:16 rifle: : L

© . .:There was: ne casualtv from the‘_:"-_;
: _-_government side. Authorities believe
' that the NPAs were wounded fromthe . -
 blgodstaing that were lett along the trall e
'wher*e they ﬁed the report sa:d
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of hopelessness _
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“and in running the camp, ~ said. 3,148 1nd1v1dua§s left their _cludmgf
were among those killed in - . He said the seizire of the ~homes as G_f yisterday, Vice - killed in‘the ehcountets. - Lino -
air and ground ‘assaults by camp pre_vented theexpansion ~Gov. Mamintal Adiong Jr., de la Cruz, Roel Pareno, :
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' (‘a 1W," Padilia said. S
- He expressed hope: that Noble—
za's is anisolated case.’ L
. "The Armed Forces is domg' :
its best to avoid this mc1dent :
from happening,” he sa;d
/Afio.said there’s nothmg
_wrong ‘with:Nobleza:being a: o
balik-Islam, as every Fllzpmo ha';:'
the freedotm of religion:
What is ’no{ nght iae sald is"
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" Pramis ng AFP sa Hulyo. . ...
WAL.A NANG ABU ".SAYYA‘F..:_-

CNAGTAXDAng hanggang Hulyo - mga baLbakan ‘bukad pa sa pag--

ang Armed Forces of the Philippines a15 fig mga bandido na stirmako '
- para fapusin ang probisma sa Abu-Sayyaf:“na ‘s hatas: N'ikatzmggap na’Tin
sz Minddnag, . antya ang thtar ng surrender feelers
Kaaunod 1to ng sunud»smlod 112 pagt - mula sa; ‘kampo ni Radullan Szhiron,

kamatay ng ‘nga ‘z}audada sa sagupaan g mgalider ng bamitdong Brapo,

1§ Kasabay mto:sinabini Padilla na
o nakaunyak sﬁang walang espiya sa
‘kanilang hanay .!d] mlad.ng Philip-

\ga. " ping Natione] Police, partikiar sakaso it

g, ; nadﬂmg +. Pol. Supt:Maria Christina Nobleza
ang Abu Sayvaf patinay o an ang pag- " na may karelasyong Abi Sayyaf
kamata} ng mga bandido sa nakahpas nE na borab maker. - (4ileen Toliping)
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- Islam’ra nagpapasakisa
grupa ni A_bq .Rgh
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o0 w;ththBNPA wolild |
o dangel to other citizens”
ed will be Jeft roanini arol:

~arms, and. that s th
" and the’police: AH €l

' '_-'shdul'af.i.f_‘ifét'._disijos'¢_.-=th_
- powered firearms before striking

sign

" Economic ‘and Educational -(E3)
| zonein communities” around min-
- ing sites 1 the province—a move
wielcomed by Compmunist Pasty. of
‘the Philippines founding chairman
JoseMaria Sison.
* Lopez's decision, however, met
initial “opposition from “secutity

 the NPAS o Agusan prov- .
ince o - establish an Fcological,’

‘be tegistered,” AFPS

sonRestituto F'a

sent hat-
DENR on -,

oS 10" work with the DENR on
how to putsue operationsin the |
heavily-mined provinces, . .. 5

|

Tn the ongoing peace negotia- |
tions between the government |
and the reds, among the contern-
tious issues left to be discussed
sie the issues on the cessation. |

of hostilities and disposition of i
Fredrme o
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| _._were am 'g-the' |

" Gen. Bduardo Afio said tt

their fortified lairs onthe- edges 0{
Piagapo town on April 215
-Afio said the identities” of the

terrofists were iri the companv of 7 “’I’he Indonesians and Mala

the Maute bandits when govern-
ment oops blasted and overran -

sian were part of thie Jf before, but
when theit” existence dlmlmshed,
they made other affiliations; par-

* ticutarly with the Mauté- Group;-
hxch took over the remngnts of

Nextpage

four slain jihadists: remamed wn-

PR
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DO 2
o als” in: Lanao del. Sur, but could
‘not.confirm if they ‘were affih—
ated with the [slamic State. -
- Afiosaid they estimated the
o number of Maute  members ‘at |
120 40130 fighters, but added
- - that this number had been dra-'_ :
- matically reduced.:- o
L SWith the developments e
: foldmg, they [Maute] would even-
tually realize that what they have .
" ‘been fighting for is useless,” Afio
 said. With John Paolo Bencito
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"We have menitored one o1 two
Argbs in the area but we cannote-
ally confirm if they are really 18IS
personalities,” he said.

Afic noted that in the past,
there were Atabs who were going
to Lanao del Sur on the pretext of
establishing a foundation or for
religious teachings.

“So it's early to say, But of course
it's part of the intelligence tasking to
look for foreigners who are inclined
to support or to be affiliated with
local terror groups inciuding the
group of Hapilon,” said the AFP
chief, referring to Abu Sayyaf Group
{ASG) leader Isnilor Hapilon.

It was reported earlier that
Hapilon and some of his men ar-

forces with the Maute Group in
an apparent attempt to establish
an 1818 cell in the region. -~ -

At least 37 terrorists were kxﬂéd .

in a series of clashes in the prqv—
ince that started aver the weekend

when government forces faunched . -

massive offensives against the

Maute Group. ‘
Among those reportedly

killed were three Indonesians

and a Malaysian, said to be

members of the Asian terror
group jerna’ah Islamiyah (Ji}.

“So far, we don't have their -

names yet but once we idén-

tify them, we will disclose

them. These are JI and now they

are calling themselves as ISIS-
: _ T el inspired,” Afio said.
HE Armed Forces of the Phil'ip'pinéS" :
‘is investigating if two Arabs moni-
tored in Lanao del Sur province, .the_'g
stronghold of the terrorist Maute Group,
are members of the Islamic State in Iraq
and Syria or 18IS, Gen. Eduardo Afio, AFP
chief of staff, disclosed on Tuesday.

rived in Lanao del Sur and Jomed -

- ‘The ‘military said continuous

focused military operations are in
‘acégfdance with President Rodrigo
‘Duterte’s directive to decimate

all, [6cal tetrorists in Mindanao
in southern Philippines not later
than July 31.

. More than 500 families in: three

‘ towns,af Lanao det Sur were dis-

Eocated from their homes as result

" of the recent firefights.

. Accqr_dmg to the AFP chief, ‘In- -

‘donesian and Malaysian terrorists

havebeen in the province for quite
_sume time now. "

?Tﬁgy are still pait of the JI
befaofe and they changed the
group's name when JI almost

‘becafoe non-existent. And then
‘made other affiliations.This was
wheére the Maute family took over

th_e:s‘e.rémnams ofthe J1and called
themiselves the Maute Group
and aligned with Hapilon in the

* hope that they will be recognized

as orie wilayat, or Daesh or ISi3

province,” he explained.

Meanwhile, Afio said there isno
need to conduct a loyaity check on

* AFP officials a% a result of the (_iis'— :

covery that a ranking official of the -
Philippine National Police (PNP} -
was affiliated with the Abu Sayyaf. -

"There is an ongoing system
fat the AFP] that when you are
assigned to sensitive positions
or units, you have to undergo
partiat background investigation
and full background investigation :
depending on the positions you
are holding, This is continuing.
Maybe, the PNP committed fapses -
in that area. But there is an existing -
system for thatsowe don't have to -
do loyalty check,” he pointed out.

Security forces recently arrest-
ed Supt, Maria Christina Nobleza
in the company.of a sispected
terrorist while allegedly trying ©
to rescue remaining Abu Sayyaf '
bandits in Bohaot, L

Authorities found out later
that Nobleza, the deputy re-
gionai director of the Davao
Regional Police Office’s Crime
Laboratory, is the girlfriend of
suspected bomb expert Reenor
Lou Dungon alias Kudre, a rela-
tive of stain ASG foundes Abdu-
rajak Abubakar Janjalani.

- :
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nidiganbayan has thmwn
o ‘teconsideration

d" emer top -officials ‘of
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines-Retirement and Separation
Benefits System (AFP-RSBS) led
by 1etired Brig. Gen. jose 5. Ra-
miscal Jr. seeking reversal of their
convicdon on fuly 19, 2016 on
chatges of malversation of pub-
lic funds thfough falsification of
pubhc documents, -

In a13-page resolution dated
Aprl 19, 2017, the ant-graft
court’s Second Division af-
firmed the guilty verdict against
the defendants that meted them

"Dlocumentation™ .

The Nafional Newspaper

14 to 20 -yeats Jmpnsonment for

-defrauding the  government of

P250,313,200.

The court ordered each of
the six accused to pay a fine of
P250.313 million equivalent to
the sum defrauded.

Aside- from Ramiscal, also con-
victed were AFP-RSBS Legal
Departmment head Julian Alzaga,
Department
head Manuel Satiito, and private

 defendants Elizabeth Liang and

Jesus Garcia, representing Cot-
cord Resources Inc.

Their convicton was based on
the finding that they conspired

w1th Lumg and Gatcia by execit-

ing'a false'deed of sale to imake

it appear that the AFP-RSBS paid
P341.343 million to Concord Re-
sources for four parcels of land
in Bartio Makiling, Calamba,
Laguna when a second deed of
sale showed a payment of only
P91,024,800. :

The deed -of sale beating the
amount Fof 7 P291343 (part”of

P341.343 million purchase €ost)
was used as proof of the alleged

putchase and was kept in the
AFP-RSBS records but it was the
second deed bearing the smailer
amount that was presented to

Page: B2

ind 1gan ayan afﬁrms cjﬁnwctmn

ofﬁua}_s

‘the Buteau of Intcrnal Revenue

as basis for the computauon of
taxes. . -
In holding all six defendants
guilty of conspiring to commit
frand, the Sandiganbayan declared
that it was the second deed of sale
that was valid, noting that it was
duly notarized and used as the ba-
sis for the eventual transfer of the
ptoperty titles to the AFP-RSBS.
Based -on this pronounceinent,

“the coutt said the difference be-

tween the two declared acquisi-
tion costs represented the damage
inflicted on the government, =~ Pe-
ter J.G. Tabingo
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© Miliary: Abu Saggaf
in Bohol are dead ducks

BY JGCELYN MONTEMAYOR

THE military vesterday said only rwo or three Abu Savval members
remain in Boho! from the group of ahout 12 which clashed with
government roops in the province during the Holy Week. ;
Thev are now “Hghtng for their survival” and no longer pose a
fhweat to the area, said Brig. Gen, Restituto Padilla, AFP spokesman,
in a briehing in Malicabang.
“Twa or three temaining individuals -- one of whomwe believe to

have expired because of exposure to €
are nuw down (o owo who are fAghting fur t
e akso said ooy continue Lo [ursie the remnanss whose loca-

dons have been wdenuhed.

Padilla also told forelgners it is safe to ravel o Bohol,
Aavor Allan Piczas of Clarin tewn in Bohol
placed under stare of catamiry because 13 of its

been badly affected by the pursuit uperalions.

fle said some 30080 residents have been
falls and public schools o prevent them from Ly canght in the

crosstire, He said sesidents panic each dme there are reports of

he elements and of hunger -
heir survival!’ Padiila said.

evacuated to barangay

said the town was
24 hurangays have

See MILITARY > Page B&
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" sightings of Abu S_é'yyaf”r.néﬁ. '

.- Right'of the Abu Sayyaf FrefTie.

bers who landed in Bohol on April
11 have been killed in the initial
clash and in pursuit operations.
A’ poster distributed by the
military after President Duterte
offered 4 bounty of P1 million for
each of the remnants showed there
were 12 who went to Bohol, re-
porzedly to kidnap foreign tourists
and delegates to an Asean event.
Padilla also expressed confi-
dence the military will defeat the
Abu Sayyaf, “We have set deadlines
for ouzselves to degrade their ca-
pacides and we by ourselves think
that we ate going to meet our
targets by the end of July” he said,

AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Afid’s

targét is to end the group within,
. the first half of this year.
" Afio yesterday suid the abduc-

tion and eventual beheading of S/
Sgt. Anni Sisaji by the Abu Sayyaf
last week in Sulu “has forther fu-
eled the motivation” of soldiers in
going after the Abu Sayyaf.

Siraji was assigned with the Army’s
32nd Infantry Battalion and was
a Tausug like Abu Sayyaf mem-
bess. He was not involved in actual
combat operations against the Abu
Sayyaf, He was among the several
hundreds of former Moro National
Liberation Front fighters who were
integrated into the Armed Forces,
as part of the 1996 peace accord the
MNLF signed with the government,

He was abducted Thursday last

week in Barangay Igasan in Patikul
tows. His cadaver was found by
soldiers 1n Birangay Upper Taglibi,

in state of decomposition... -~

“In wat, you have to respect
yout opponent. You do not really
do barbaric acts against your op-
ponent. You have to respect what
he is fighting for. But what they did
to Sizaji was inhuman, so we make
sure that justice will be given to 8/
Sgt Siraji,” he said. -

He also said Abu Sayyaf leader
Radullan Szhiron and his men have
1o other option but to susrender.

Officials earlier said the Sulu-
based Sahiron has sent surtender
feelers to the rnilitary for health
reasons. — With Victor Reyes and
Raymond Africa :

also int Patikul last Sunday, alteady
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.surrounded the two Abu Sayyaf  were killed' durmg the: areﬁght_
tebels at: iarge adding their - .at the province where a regional
impending arrest was only a - summit meeting was being held.

___matter of tlme S s .(Genaiyn D. Kab:tmg) '
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S EMBASSY SHI THOS OWI SOOI BaIKAER e e o s e

THE United States Embassy in Manila vesterday said this year's Balikatan exercise between American
and Filipino forces, which will run from May 8 to 19, is focused on meeting "current chalienges facing

the Philippines.”

“Along with preparing the US forces’ and AFP’s ahility to respond to natural disasters and deliver
humanitarian aid., Balikatan will also increase our militaries’ terrorisim capabilities.” press attaché Molly

Koscina said in a statement.

Previous Balikatan exercises were focused on territorial defense. President Duterte has said he wants
military exercises with the Americans to focus on humanitarian assistance and counter-terrorism.
The exercise wili be conducted in various venues in Luzon, the Visayas, and the National Capital Region.

iMai. Celeste Frank Sayson, Balikatan public affairs officer, said the PH-US Mutual Defense Board and
the Security Engagement Board have “carefully included President Duterte’s quidance for this vear’s

exercise.”
Sayson alsc said this year's Balikatan will follow a single-scenario concept wherein a super typhoon

"devastaies” areas under Ceniral and Northern Luzon commands, and Joint Task Force National Capital
Region.

Sayson said the operational and counter-terrorism training that will be conducted under Balikatan
includes advanced marksmanship, counter-improvised explosive devices, and maritime interdiction

against piracy.

Sayson said details like the number of US and Filipino troops that will be participating in the exercise and the
assets that will be involved are still being finalized.

At least 7,000 American and Filipino troopers took part in last year's Balikatan exercise.

“As to the equipment, we will be utilizing the usual eguipment, except the HIMARS (high mobility artillery rocket
system). There will no HIMARS arriving for this year’s Balikatan,” said Sayson.

The HIMARS was used in the live fire exercises in Crow Valley in Tarlac. Sayson noted thare will be no live firg
training in this year's Balikatan, though there will be sniper rifle and close-quarter battie events.
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No serious threat seen on ASEAN Summit

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) ailayed the public's fears of any serious threat to the 30th
“rAssoGiation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEANY Summit this week:

In a press briefing in Malacafiang on Tuesday, April 25, AFP spokesperson Brigadier General Restituto Padilla,
Jr. said they do not see any serious threat but authorities are prepared for any worst-case scenario.

“On the issue of ASEAN, the Armed Forces is part of the task force. The security and the one in charge of
safeguarding and ensuring the events under ASEAN hosting goes on well is composed of a lot of agencies,”
Padilla said. “We are all part of this feam entrusted to ensure that the activities are held without any hitch.”

“We dom't see any threat right now, no serious threat that is in the radar screen but our planning is always
based on worst-case scenarios,” he said.

“So whatever worst-case scenarios that we anticipate that could happen, then adequate preparations and
pians are laid down to meet these scenarios,” he added.

Padilla assured that the Joint Task Force-National Capital Region {JTF-NCR) is fuily equipped with whatever
they need and the AFP has provided whatever it is that they will still need just in case of any contingency.

The AFP spokesperson meanwhile assured that the terror threat in Bohol has already been addressed as he
called on tourists not to cancel their tour reservations.

It will be recalled that government forces clashed with the Abu Sayyaf Group {ASG) in Bohol last week.

“The Armed Forces and the Philippine National Police [are] happy to inform you that the threats we faced in the
island of Bohol and the other are confirmed reports that have been coming our way as well as to the public
regarding dangers posed by terrorists in our tourists areas is already addressed,” Padilla said.

In the same briefing, Presidential spokesperson Erneste Abeila said the Philippines is gaining momentum as a
foreign direct investment {FDI) destination.

Abella said that FDi infiow last year reached USD 7.9 billion, exceeding the full-year target of USD 6.7 billion,
ang 40.7 percent higher compared to 2015.

“The Prasident made the commitment to prioritize a better life for all, to improve lives by reducing poverty by
rebuilding trust in government and peace in our borders,” Abella said.

“We're gathering more momentum as a growing number of investors notice the positive results of our economy
which rests on solid economic fundamentals, increased spending for crusial infrastructure, tax and
constitutional reforms and a relentless drive to create a peaceful environmeni for business to flourish,” he

added.

Abella also noted that the projects registered with the Board of Investments (Bol) have increased by 67 percent
in first quarter of 2017 or from 72 to 122 projects.

“Once operational, these projects are seen to generate about 36,115 jobs or an increase of 181 percent over
the 12,841 jobs generated in the first quarter of 2016,” Abella said, adding that these investment projects are
also expected to create 6,884 new jobs in agriculture and 24,367 new jobs in investment and housing projects;,

and 3,038 new jobs for the manufacturing-related projects. (PND/PNA}
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Military still unsure of identities of Chinese harassers of

PHL fishermen off Union Bank

' The military is still o determine on whether it was members of the Chinese Navy or Coast Guard that harassed
Filipino fishermen off Union Bank, in the Spratlys Island Chain earty this month.

"We are still to determine that. What we know for sure is that seven Chinese perscnpel with firearms and
aboard a rubber boat, which came from a Chinese vessel, we are still to determine on whether it {came from a
Chinese Navy or Coast Guard ship)," Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio

said Tuesday.

"So now we have gathered the data and then informed already the Department of Foreign Affairs, now the all
other actions will be acted upon by the DFA,” he added.

Ao earlier said he received an initial report on the incident from Western Command head Lt. Gen. Raul De!

Rosario.
He added that harassed fishermen came from La Union.

ARo also said Union Bank, a submerged feature, is near Gaven Reef, a feature holding some Chinese
structures. {Praim F. Nepomuceno/PNA)
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Lanao Sur offensive designed to degrade Maute Group
capabilities: AFP

" The recent operation against the Maute Group, which killed 37 bandits, is part of ongoing military efforts to
degrade the capability of the brigands to wreak terror in Mindanao and other parts of the country, Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief, Gen. Eduardo Afo said Tuesday.

The military operation in Lanao del Sur province, conducted on April 21-24, was a defiberate miiitary offensive
purely designed to degrade the capability of the Maute Group, Afo said in an interview.

in that offensive, 37 Maute Group members were killed, 14 of whom have been identified. They include three
Indonesians and one Malaysian whose names and identities are still being verified, he said.

The AFP chief added that this operation is in line with ongoing efforts to neutralize the remaining Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) bandits in Bohol who made an ill-advised attempt to land in Inabanga last April 10 o abduct
some local and foreign tourists to boost their kidnap-for-ransom activities,

As of this posting, eight of the 11 ASG fighters under Muamar Askali alias "Abu Rami" have been kilied, along
with the bandit commander and their Inabanga contact, Joselito Milloria.

The AFP chief added that they are stii! locating a certain Imnam Bantayao or Bayabao, a former Moro islamic
! iberation Front leader under Commander Bravo, and ASG leader Isnilon Mapilon, believed 1o have been kilied

or severely wounded in the series of military offensives.

"We are still conducting mopping operations to iocate Hapilen or proof of life (along with Bantayao or
Bayabac)," he disclosed.

ARo declined to give a number of the surviving Maute Group members following this offensive, adding that an
assessment will be implemented shortly. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)
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AFP officials in sensitive positions carefully
_vetted before appointment

There are no ranking military officials collaborating with the enemy.

This was the assurance given by Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afic when
asked on whether they are conducting surveillance on any of its ranking officials or members in wake of the
scandal involving Senior Supt. Maria Cristina Nobleza who was arrested in the act of helping comered Abu

Sayyaf Group (ASG) banditg in Clarin town, Bohol last April 22.

Arrested with the lady police officer was her driver and alleged lover Reneirlou Dongon, a known ASG
operative, who was eariier implicated in several bombing attacks but was freed due to a technicality.

They were nabbed while attempting to penetrate a police checkpoint in Clarin town.

"(In the AFP), all officials, before being given sensitive positions, are subjected to partial and full background
checks (before they are given these positions),” Afio added.

The AFP chief said that it is possible that some lapses may have occurred during Nobleza's promotion to the
PNP Crime Laboratory.

An estimated three to four ASG brigands are still in the area. These are part of the 11-man team ASG sub-
isader Muamar Askali afias "Abu Rami"” who landed last April 10 in Inabanga town,Bohol to conduct Kidnapping

attacks against local and foreign tourists frequenting the area.

However, before they can fulfill their plans, they were intercepted by government forces, kiliing Askali and three
others iast April 11.

In the ensuing firefight, three soldiers and police officer were killed along with an elderly couple.

Pursuit operations, which culminated in Barangay Bacani, Clarin town iast Aprit 22, resulted in the death of
ASG contact Joselito Milloria and three more bandits with no losses to the government side. {Priam F,

Nepomuceno/PNA}
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PAF looking for rocket motors for S-211 jet trainers

The Philippine Air Force (PAF) is looking for suppliers capable of delivering PHP8 million worth of rocket
motors needed for the use of its SIAI-Marchetti $-211 trainer jets.

Bid opening is on May 5, 8 a.m. at the PAF Procurement Center Conference Room, Villamor Air Base, Pasay
City, Air Force bids and awards committee chair Brig. Gen. Nicolas Parilla said in a bid bulletin posted at the

Phiiippine Government Electronic Procurement System website,

The $-211 is the PAF's sole jet-powered aircraft following the retirement of the Northrop F-5 "Tiger” jet fighter
fleet in 2005 and armrival of the Korea Aerospace Industries FA-50 "Fighting Eagle” jet fighter in 2015.

Three $-211s remain in the PAF inventory and are used closely for training, recon, and sometimes ground-
attack missions. (PFN/PNA)
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20 PN ships, other assets deployed for 30th ASEAN Summit

Twenty Philippine Navy (PN) ships, of various changes and sizes, will be deployed to secure delegates of the

TUASEAN Sumimit and Related rieetings froni April 26 1029 at the Philippine International-Convention Cenler -

(PICC) in Pasay City.

PN spokesperson Capt. Lued Lincuna, in a message to the PNA Tuesday, however, declined to give the
names and locations of these ships, many of which are now patrolling Manila Bay for security and operational

reasons.

Lincuna said these vessels are supported by eiite troops from Naval Special Operations and Marine units
along with assorted PN planes and helicopters.

Joint Task Force deputy commander Col, Victor Tomas earfier said they are yet to detect any security threats
for the coming ASEAN event.

"We are very fortunate to say that there are no threats detected for the coming ASEAN meetings (at the PICC
in Pasay City}," he added.

The above-mentioned military unit will serve as the Philippine National Police (PNP} back-up in securing the
said event along with other government security agencies.

Despite this, Tomas said security for the meetings will still be tight so they will not be caught flat-footed in case
of any untoward incident.

"We don't want to be overconfident so what we are doing is we are (still conducting) intelligence build-up and
(target) hardening,” he added. (PNA)
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