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By PIA LEE-BRAGO

While Southeast Asian
leaders are expected to
express “serious concern”
over recent developments
in the South China Sea dur-
ing their summit on Satur-
day, they are likely to avoid
directly criticizing China’s
“escalation of activities”
including its building of is-
land fortresses in disputed
waters.

This was evident in the draft
of the chairman’s statement for
the 30th Association of South-
east Asian Nations {ASEAN)
summit, which mentioned
nothing about China’s island-
building activities or the ruling
of a UN-backed -arbitral cour!
invalidating the Asian power’s
expansive maritime claims.

The statement would be a
watered-down version of the
one issued last vear and comes
amid a charm offensive by
President Duterte — who takes
the rotaling ASEAN chair this
year - to court China for its
business and avoid rows over
spvereignty in the South China
Sea and West Philippine Sea.

In the draft statement, the
leaders reaffirmed the impor-
tance of enhancing mutual
trust and confidence, exercis-
mg self-restraint in the conduct
of activities, avoiding actions
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Looks out for terror-linked Arabs, other foreign groups

HE military is watching Arab and other
foreign nationals who might be supperting
terrorist groups in Lanao del Sur and

other parts of the country, Armed Forces of
the Philippines-chief Gen. Eduardo Afio said

Wednesday.

“There are some sightings... bul
there are Arabs going there on the
pretext of setting up foundations or
doing religious teaching, 5o we are
nol really sure,” Afio said in Fili-

pino. “H is part of the imtelligence
task to see if these foreigners are
supporting local terror groups, -
cluding those of Abu Sayyaf com-
mander Isnilon Hapilen.™

Earher, Afio said that about 37
Maute Group members, including
three Indonesians and a Maiay-
sian, were killed in military opera-
tions in Lanao Del Sur from April
211024

The operations were designed
to degrade the capability of the
Matte Group.

Afler its major victory over the
Maute Group, the military has
doubled security measures in alt
vital government and private in-
stallations, particularly as the As-

sociation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions surnrmit unfolds.

It Col. Jo-Ar Herrera, spokes-
man of the Army’s 1st Tabak Divi-
sion, said security measures were
ntensified in areas where many
people congregate as & safeguard
against possible retaliatory attacks,

Under tight watch are the
provinces of Zamboanga, Higan,
Marawi City, Lanao del Norte
and adjacent areas where the
Maute group and Abu Sayyaf
had links, Next page
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L 'n Tuesdayafternoon the troops:
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tmops ‘resulted ini firefight that
lasted for five minutes prempted
the bandits t6 withdraw toward
the northwest.
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. the NPA to do the’ same, This is-high
. time for them 6" lay down their arms -
- ‘and surrender, for the chance of living
~a‘peaceful hfe with thelr famzly and
Joved ones.™ © i :
~"We also’ recogmze the mpport our '
troops are getting from the local govern- .
. ment units - and the commumty Truly
“with our unified efforts, we-can achieve
milestones and- breakthroughs “he !
added. (Francis T. Wakefield) :
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MGEN PARAYNO VISITS WOUNDED TROOPS, INSTALLS TWO NEW BATTALION
COMMANDERS IN MINDANAO

s Lal Claudio e fo 00 2

Major General Rhoderick Parayno, Commander of 2nd Division visited the wounded troops in Zamboanga and

_installed.two new Battalion Commanders today, April 26, 2017.

Sgt Briant Velarmino and PFC Rotand Cuayco both assigned with 68th Infantry Battalion, 2iD who were
wounded during an encounter in Basilan, were visited by MGen Parayno and were given financial support.

He also checked the morale and medical condition of other 2iD froops confined at Camp Navarro Station
Hospitat in Zamboanga City.

Right after his visit, he presided a Joint Turn-Over Ceremony at around 10:30 AM held at the Headquarters of
104th Brigade, 1st Division based in Brgy Tabiawan, isabela City, Basilan.

MGen Parayno installed LTC Jorry Baclor as the new Commanding Officer of 88th infantry Battalion and LTC
Jonas Templo for 74th Infantry Battalion.

On his message, MGen Parayno expressed his gratitude to the troops especially to the outgoing commanders
for their invaluabie services rendered which contributed to the successes that the 21D have achieved.

Likewise, he challenged the newly insialled Commanders to give their best in performing their duties and
responsibifities, and fo closely coordinate with the Local Government Units (LGUSs) in order to effectively and

efficiently attain its mission of sustaining peace and development.

www dwdd.com.ph
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Lab cop dumped cop to marry Sayyaf terrorist

By Francisco Tuyay

THE female potice officer romanti-
calty linked to an Abu Sayyaf terror-
ist had marmied him years ago. police
officials said Wednesday.

Central Visayas Police Regional

g abanga-to provxde medlcme f0a-

Otfice commander Chuel Supt. Nob
Talino said Supt. Maria Cristina No-
blezs had convened io Islam years
ago so she could marry Reener Lon
Dongon.

In an interview, Dongon said he
and Nobleza were married.

ey we

: ;two pohce ofﬁcers

Nobleza had been mamed o Supt.
Allan Nobleza. who at the time was
an aftache to Palastan. Ther meaniage
was annulled in 207 0.

Nobleza married Dongon some-
time between then and 2013 and
stayed in Bukidnon and other parts

roup -

g
sponsible: for the bombmg of -
Mazand [ alon -

of Mindanao,

Nobleze was the deputy chief
of the Philippine National Police
Crime Laborastory in the Davao
region before her arest in Bohol.
She was arested with a 60-year-old
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are undergoing tactical inte
M Our investigators are _okmg into
E aii deta;i'; twouldbea long bac

t the public pla
herelss pe ople were m;]ured
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ber who tradedh:s r1ﬂe !:o becomea peace :
. maker and an agent; of development to hzs '

: -feHaw Taustgs in 'Sulu. :
“i " Galvez said the elected offict mSulu
. "should follow what their counterparts in
 Basilany province have done = join the: ﬁght
: -_agamst the Abu Sayyat Group (ASG)

s z’nayors and barangay of.
:-'_.ﬁcmlsm Basilan have > joined the nnhtary‘s
eﬂorts tocrush the Abu Sayyaf there. |

" 'He sald thesé officials joined the ﬁght
" gince: they “felt insulted as the Basilan-
-based ASG: dxsres;aecbed them as wellas
the law of the coun g _

-'Sabaya HBH]SII'&j Sali and

Sali-aliag Abu Sulaiman.
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: And. called on t:he bandn:s that
* “now is the proper time for Abu "
g '_._'_:fSavyaf_ mem’ber_s, tired of the’: :

_ ' e agalnst theim tinti! theya are all- _
b eheves there az*e st111a 1o‘c L eradicated”. A : e
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Accordmg to Rep 8
. Tugna of the szens Battle
- Against Gnrruptmn, _PoimeSupt
:Mana Cnstma Nobleza couid_.

: al_ty for govemen' ' 5
'ter nsm'because she concea,led : fj;_cffmlals “found wnsplrmg w1th defeat these enermnies ofthe state
the body of the t,rlme effects or enem;es of the state S 'the Magdalo Iamsmaker said
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. PNP 4y kahil paano ay na-contam na ang mga bandldo na’
nmsmaghamkngbgtmsaBohei,%pemaﬂv namongagamn_ _

_ AngusapmngsafetyandmmtyngmgahdemgAS‘
dtkanﬂangmgadalcgasyonmgsxyang onsentrasyonngay

. e
i dmkasmgmgattozaammpahryasml

- kaya hindi anosibleng miay planorinsiiang “pangguigulo”,:
= Yimngalang pagpa-fileng kaso sa International Crifrizal

: C‘,omfabankay Manong Digong'at sidfar pang opisyal g

" pamahalaan i close'sakanya ay kaduda-duda na, hardi ba?

: Ta]agmgmnaonpa mIa angﬁ]mgngkasohmgkaﬁmnmdﬁo :

i aariti ang panggugnlo ay-wala nga .
: bandeDngAbu Sayyaf, peromayIooigmga destabilizerna
 miay kakavahang manggu}a, yun ang dapat ding bantayan

. ng aimg PNP at AFP, Hindi rin nila. dapat

ftong palagpasin ung talagang ayaw rilang
- Taapahiya ang admlmstrasveng Duterte sa

atmg mgsa. bisita at sa mga mata ng
miemanonal commu.mtyl R
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blnaﬂ!yo na '

A gang ang
- motorsikloné
. -komprahtahin: ng

< armadong lak aki: Ga
Alang. minuiéan
.8, piniagbabaril |

;':_NPA ria ‘confi
o ng: mlhtar ang.

“angTmga basyo'Ag bala’ ng-
- baril- Jorge Hallare e
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.

“in Ceby'and Bohcl thhppme_ﬁ
.. National -Police. Chief. Direc--
‘tor:General Ronald Dela Rosa.

- cohficmed  the threats of kid-

© napping within the area but did -
" pot disciose the. group being:
i monitored. He p]ayed down the
«:threats:by assuring. that zhe po- it

hce are prepared.

“/The “Armied” Forces ' f)f the'-‘;-
‘yiumber of its tnembers has been

reportedly reduced to 200-300,".
.the Abu Sayyaf is releniless.
“A collateral victim 16 ‘these’

: Ph:i;ppmes on'the other hand;”

dismissed the allegations and

assured the public that there..!
;. wasno thréat of terrdrisin over |

' the area. Days latet, the AFP
encountered - the suspected

members of the Abu Sayyaf_

man and thiee 501(‘1161‘5 ‘were

killed. “Around 700 residents
fled the area and sought ref-
uge from néarby barrios due to
the c¢lash. After this encounter,
more couniries issued warnings
against traveling to the Philip-

pines such as the United King-

dorn, - Australia,. C‘anada and
Nev» Zealand

was. also k;lled _
ﬁshmg ‘boat capt

3terr0rls’c actmtles is the ‘tolir-
1sm mdustry, gwen the chain: of

pines. “The Department ‘of Tour-”
ism announiced i 1ncrea51ng AT
ber of visitors in January 2017

from thetr report released last
March. While we acknowledge
this upward trend, I fear that we
may not maintain this momen-
tum because of the successive
killings by terrorist groups in

' the various islands of the Phil-

abducted . last December and_
one -of the -soldiers involved 4n
‘the peace-process were the lat--
st victims -of such barbanc
killings.+

We ar. :alarmed b} tile con-

Sayyaf graup -Although* ‘the -

.-the 600 0 800. pércent increase .
~in the intelligence funds of the -
AFP:General Headquartets, the
Philippiné: Army, and -the Na- -
tional® Intelligence  Coordinat-
ing Agencv compared t02016°s
‘budget. “Accordingto a DBM
‘report; the National Iritelligence
.'Coordmatmg Agency recewed_ Lami

_mentation of - Anti-Terrorism

‘meastures:” Such increase raises "
" the expectaimns of better per-

formance of the said agencies.

_However' it does not appear to

k, where

reports, “these were bemg nsed
solely for intelligence on the an-

ti-drug war, Only if such funds,

which were approved last year,
were allocated genuinely to
anti-terrorism measures  and
investigations, the government
could” have easily suppressed

_ mtalhgence ath_enng, coordl—
“nation, and ‘integrafion, inclnd-
ing the formulation and imple-

: g :
‘Soon,; budget deliberations’ wai.ﬁ

d these'
“funds gn'? Accardmg to news

‘of allowing this reduce

berito’commit mote ‘crimes and

take ‘more" innocent lives:“An
“allzout wat, similar fo'Estrada’s

campaign © -against the ‘MNLE,
mav: é:gprompﬂy Iaunched mth:

commence.I am disturbed and,
at the same time, dismayed
at how the approved budget ]

telhgence and defense is . be-:

put our attentlon 0 other press—".

_mg }SSHBS 1 am, once maore,

prging - the administration to

look into other problems such

as terrorism which gravely af-

fects the safety and weli-being -
of our citizens and tourists, and

tarnishes the reputation of ‘vur

country as a safe place for tour-

ism- and formgn mvestments
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SAFETY INSIDE THE WEB: HOW THE TERRORISTS USE THE INTERNET AND

Frwed by L Clabdio or Sl I G000 @D e B

~HOW CAN WE KEEP OURSELVES SAFE FROM THEM

As the use internet and social media spreads throughout the country despite the fact that the Philippines has
the worst internet providers in the world, still, ‘bad elements’ or ‘enemies of the state’ still find a way to utilize
the internet and social media sites as a platform to spread indecent motives against the government.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines conducted a three-day workshop on Counter-Violent Extremism at the
Multi-Purpose Hall of Civil Relations Service at Camp General Emilio Aguinaido on April 26-28, 2017 how the
terrorists in the Philippines use the internet {o spread violence in the worid.

Also read: hitp://dwdd .com.ph/2017/04/28/afo-launches-three-dav-anti-counter-terrorism-workshon/

On the said workshop, Police Chief Inspector June Paolo Abrazado of Philippine National Police Anti-
Cybercrime Group discussed how the terrorists in the Philippines use the internet.

The internet is no longer an unfamiliar channel for the people to disseminate their limitless thoughts. As much
as how it is amassive advaniage for the ordinary citizens, users with bad intentions benefit from it as weli.

KEEPING UP WITH THE CHALLENGES

Initially, Abrazado tackles on how the terrorists communicate through encrypted online sites or applications.
Still, he revealed that just like how a famous foreign terror group uses social media and the internet as a
platform for their communication, propaganda, fund, recruitment, training, radicaiization, and justification.

Just like every Filipino, they use the internet for as a channeti of their communication. And one of the easiest
prey out there in the online piatform are the children who take their time on the cyberspace.

Abrazado explained that within just a click, the youth can be an easy target for these terrorists groups for their
recruitment. One click, and they can reveal their ideologies to young minds that can be easily persuaded to

change their perspective.

‘The cyberspace is an infinite environment which offers both negative and positive effects on the government
and its citizens regarding terrorists. In order to heip resoive the online issues, cooperation with the infernational

law enforcement and the internet sources are sought.

EXTERNAL HELP

Despite of these challenges, Abrazado still find the light to avoid such problems. But the said plan will only be
attainable if they have the external help that they need.

According to the official, the parents of the youth especially those who live in the suburban areas play a vital
role in the success of the protection of these children. As g parent, they should be guiding and guarding their
children when it comes to their usage of social media and different websites.
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With their proper guidance, browsing ‘dangerous sites’ can be avoided and definitely, these children will not be
in-fouched with different terror groups.

As an individual, we could help them by reporting malicious content that is linked to terrorism and violence.
blocking malicious websites and suspicious profiles in lingering in your child’s social media accounts couid
really heip. That way, they will be protected from these kinds of peopie.

| Aszdefromthatknowmg the et!quette ofthecyberspacetsanaddt’aonat protec’uon not only to your children, ‘
but to yourself as well,

Another external help that is being sought by the PNP-ACG, is the revision of the country’s Anti-Cybercrime
Law for it still has its lapses. But according to the ACG, they always attend sessions in the congress and the

senaie for them to suggest the loopholes of the said law.

Lastly, Abrazado wrapped up his talk by reiterating that terror groups may have used the internet fo their
advantage, but in reality, the government has also used the cyberspace to greater heights to put the country’s

dilemma in terrorism and crime to an end. - EPJA/MTT

www.dwdd.com.ph
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AFP LAUNCHES THREE-DAY ANTI-COUNTER TERRORISM WORKSHOP

[

Foswes oy Lul Claudio on Aprd DL 2007 2 RO

Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City — A fhree-day Counter-Violent Extremism Workshop started
today inside the Muilti- Purpose Hall of Civil Relations Service today, April 26- 29, 2017.

The said workshop aims to educate the peopie on how violent extremism sprouted in the Philippines and how
people can help on putlting extremism to an end.

Civil Military Operations Officers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines participated together with different
Nen-Government Organizations, and Officers from Philippine National Police Ant-Cybercrime Group attended

the said workshop.

The three-day workshop gives light to the status of the Muslim communities in the rural areas especially in
Mindanao, and it also gives the peopie an insight on how the authorities take their steps to neutralize

extremists here in the country.

The Counter-Violent Extremism Workshop aims to avoid terror groups’ recruitment amongst the youth and to
break the stigma among the Muslim community.

www.dwdd.com.ph

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

7%




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of naticnai pride.

AFP, MMC EXPANDED PACT TO IMPROVE MILITARY HOSPITALS

I A PR

Fogren ne Lut Claudio on Aol 20 2017 &l

CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City- The Armed Forces of the Philippines has formally renewed its partnership
with the Makati Medical Center Foundation in delivering to the soidiers’ health care services at par with the first

_.rate hospitals in the country..

Dignitaries coming from the MMC Foundafion headed by its chairman Manue! Pangilinan and officials from the
AFP duly headed by the Chief of Siaff General Eduarde Afo attended the MOA signing on 25 April at the

General Headguarters of the AFP.

Through its Health Heroes Program, the MMC Health Services department agreed to help coordinate and
facilitate the heaith management and care of the qualified AFP Officers and enlisted personnel This means that
soidiers can now have access anew to the best health care facilities in all 21 AFP partner hospitals throughout

the country.

MMC Foundation Chair Manuel Pangilinan, recognizes that the lives of the soldiers are always on the line in
protecting and defending the lives of the people. He said that he felt the need to reach out to the soldiers and

for them 1o feel their significance and importance in the society.

“We cant say thank you enough for all the services you have rendered and it is just a small way of saying thank
you from the private sector”, Pangilinan said.

This flagship program is a renewal and expansion of the MOA signed by the AFP, AFPMC, and MMC
Foundation last 19 June 2013, providing for the organizational Strengthening of the AFP Medical Center. This
partnership was also renewed on 10 September 2015, providing for an expansion of the PPP Program for
Organizational Strengthening in an additional 19 AFP hospitals and military medical treatment facilities.

The pact will allow MMC to share its technical resources and open their hospital facilities to fraining, coaching,
workshops, conferences, and mentoring sessions free o alt AFP and partner milfitary hospital's resident

doctors and management staff. This also means that through their pariner hospitals, MMC Foundation will give
or donate more hospital equipment, beds, supplies, and fixtures to improve all military hospitals throughout the

country.

The AFP aiso desighated the MMC Foundation as an official Blood Donation Institutional partner to facilitate
the regular conduct of blood donaticn drives between the AFP and MMC Foundation.

General Eduardo Afto said the renewal of partnership is very timely for the military since the armed forces is
currently engaged in multi-faceted operations against the forces that seek to destroy the peace and order of
our nation. "Simple as it may seem, but it will bring enormous impact on the lives of the soldiers”

“Through our Heaith Heroes Program, our soldiers can now have access to the exceptional health services in
our first-rate hospitals in the country. The men and women of the AFP will be more inspired to fulfill their
mandate in protecting the peace and security of the country knowing that a health care program supporis

them” General Eduardo Afio added.

www. dwdd.com . ph
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PAF more than ready to secure ASEAN meeting from any threats

By Priam F. Nepomuceno April 26, 2017

MANILA, April 26 — The Philippine Air Force (PAF) is more than ready to neutralize any threats that would
attempt to disrupt the delegates of the ASEAN Summit and Related Meetings which is being held April 26 to 29

gt the-Philippihe-International Convention-Center (PICC)-in-Pasay City.

This was the assurance given by PAF spokesperson Col. Antonio Francisco in response {0 the PNA's queries
on what contribution the Air Force has made in securing the event.

*Our air assets like the (brand-new South Korean made) FA-50PHs (jet fighters), (SIAl-Marchetti) SF-260
(ground attack aircraft), (Lockheed) C-130 and (Airbus Mikitary) C-295 transport aireraft and UH-1H "Huey”
search-and-rescue aircraft are alt on stand-by for any air operational requirement that may arise,” he noted.

Francisco did not give exact figures on the number of aircraft and helicopters on stand-by but said these are
sufficient for any eventualities.

Joint Task Force deputy commander Col. Victor Tomas earlier said they are still to detect any security threats
for the coming ASEAN event.

"We gre very fortunate fo say that there are no threats detected for the coming ABEAN meetings (at the PICC
in Pasay City),” he said.

The above-mentioned military unit will serving as the Philippine National Police (PNP} back-up in securing the
said event along with other government security agencies.

But despite this, Tomas said security for the meetings will still be tight so that they will not be caught flat-footed
by any contingency.

"We don't want to be over confident so what we are doing is we are {still conducting) intelligence build-up and
(target) hardening,” headded. (Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNA)

hitp:/fwww.pna.gov.ph/
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AFP to neutralize 3 remaining ASG bandits in Bohol

April 26, 2017

MANILA, April 26 -- Despite neufralizing eight out of the 11 Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) who made an ii-fated
ianding in Enabanga Bohol tast April 10, the Armed Forces of the Phihppmes (AFP) said it will not rest until ali

-three remaining bandit stragglers-are captured-or killed.

This was the assurance given by AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afio who also reiterated that the military is
still to detect any security threats for the ongoing ASEAN Summit and Related Meelings which is being held at
the Philippine International Convention Center (PICC) in Pasay City from April 26 1o 29.

"We are still to monitor any threats for (the ongoing ASEAN activities) except supposedly Abu Rami (Muamar
Askali's) activities in the Visayas, We are to develop any new developments on that. But we will definitely
neutralize or arrest the remaining ASG members in Bohol," he added in Filipino,

The three surviving ASG members are the remnants of the 11-man team Askali landed in Inabanga, Bohol last
Aprit 10 with the intention of conducting kidnapping aftacks against local and foreign tourists frequenting the

area.

However, before they can fulfill their plans, they were intercepted by government forces, killing Askali and three
others last Aprit 11.

In the ensuing firefight, three soldiers and police officer were killed along with an elderly couple.

Pursuit operations, which culminated in Barangay Bacani, Clarin town fast April 22, resulted in the death of
ASG contact Joselito Milloria and three more bandits with no losses to the government side. (Priam F.

Nepomuceno/FPNA)

hitp//iwww.pna.gov.ph/
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