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Cteam. :
Ji=They (pohce) asked if
was a suprise inspection. But’ I m
the one surpnsed ” Boisner sal
. Tha 12 men and women 1

" cued from the secret cell said’
they were arrested but no cases

- were filed against them.

Boisner said there also was™”

no record of the alleged dmg-"
" tainees in the main 1ockup had

‘already been filed: ‘with the
" Manila pmsecutox’s office.

suspects’ arrests.
Lawyer Brenda Canapi, head
of the CHR's jafl visitorial division,

expressed disgust at the “intiu-"

mane" condition of the suspects.”

- Domingo denied any irregi=

’ ianty :
He 1nSisted that those de-

“The sxght shocked the_ CHR t
: :arrested on Wednesday during

; 'the stanons “one time bag -

‘them.”

':"'t mix the drug
other detainees

main detention: because

He said cases ;

Domingo also: med allega-
tions that his men were extorting
money from the drug suspects

He said none of his men had |

asked money from’ the suspects.

2

's and five ‘meters long; u

were not released becﬁuse
- charges would be f:led agamst
Jhe ' .

hotd trash: It had no’ hgh i
was poorlyventllated. i

“It's such a waste of
Why should I not maximize; i
Domingo said, adding that the
shelf was used merely to cover

the entrance to the cell; -

He said the police en}oyed
the presurmption of regularity,
and that it- was “their word
against our word,” referring to
the drug suspects. INQ © -
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'rovmce _ sk1

local govern' ‘
10 patromze ADES ogeratm

. Dema dmg'cut

C;ﬁng mformatmn relayed
by local officials; Ang said Es--
peron also demanded acutfrom -

STL collections inthe province.

. Ang namet some PMAClass
’82 retited generals mvelved inf

STL as Jose Jorge Corpuiz, chaif
of the Phlhppme

When T was &

auonal secunty adv1ser Went

Chanty

_Sweepstakes ice: (P
AlexanderB utan; CSO'gener-

3 .'.you kﬁled ™

mld the Inqun:er

-puz “and Balitan because they

are the Gnes who introduced -
STL to eradicate 111ega1 gam-
~bling,” he'said. -

Angisd

serious when he went to Ca-

B

bec . ag saying.
it eutenant I Kilted " .
' terronstsMAbu Sayyaf members.
' That'sall,” he t
Ty e just to get him gutof the

g :cewmg 1ips:
- friends inthe

L5 don't know Atong ANg, 507 ]
~why wotid 1 have h1m kﬁled”
~Esperon asked

-] think you ! sbould cail Cor-- L

alal compete

_Was convmced__
But ihey | wan o “ha

“that’ thé threat to his life -was:

Fearing for his hfe Ang: said_
he chartered a ng Air flight re-
served for ernergency su-_uatmns

He'slso sal he haclb

kilied,” he said. INQ
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Troops still clearing

' BY VICTOR REVES

THE milifary yestérday said thete
is stilt noy imetable for the fetarn

-of thousands of displaced resis

Sty 4o their hidmes.

At least 755 families or 3544 .

persons wete dispiaced by cIashcs

“Maute camp of bombs

whick broke out F:iday Iast week
when government troops assaulted
& Jair the Maute Group in Barangay

“ Gacap, said Lt. Col. Jo-dr Herrera,
spokesman of the' Army’s st In-

“dents of Plagaps taw, Lanao dc1'3" fantry Divisjon. -

*"The fighting cnded last Monday

............................................................

See TROOPS > Page B6

Page: __&]_

TROOPS

when government troops semed
the group’s’ camp. The operation
also resulted in the killing of
38 Maute members, including
three Indonesians and a Malay-
stan formetly associated with the
Southeast Asian regional terrorist
network Jemaah Islamiah, and re-
covery of explosives and fitearms.

- Herrera said troops are-still -

cleating the camp and its periphery,

- which he said is about 15 hectares,

of improvised explosive devices
and bomb components.

“Once terminated (clearing op-
erations), they can already teturn,”
he said.

He could not immediately say
how much of the area has been
cleared so far.

Herrera said the displaced resi-

dents are in.different evacuation

centers.-He'said soldiers are as-
sisting the Red Cross and other

£

non- government units in relief
operations,

Herrera also smd pursmt opera-
tiohs against the remnants of the
Maute Group were ongoing as of
yesterday. .

Military ofﬂczals earlier said
troops clashed with about 162
members of the Maute Group
at the camnp. Military aitetaft and
artiffery assets supported the op-
erating troops in the- con&uct of
the operation, . S
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THE MATIONE W

soldier

o 2l BY ROEL RAGATOTO * o
E TTRIGAO CITY - The New Peo-
le’s Army (NPA) said it will re-
ease tomorrow a soldier from the
B Philippine Army’s 30th Infantry
' Battahon abducted Alegria, Surigao del -
~ Norte on: January 29 this year.

“Ka Otn,” spokesperson of Guerrilla
Foree 16 operating in Surigac del Norte
and four towns of Agusan del Norte said
they will release Pfe Erwin Salan on
Saturday.

He said their tactical operation
against government forces has been
halted since last Tuesday noon until the

“midnight on May 5 i the towns of Placet,
Tubod, Bacuag, Alegria, Gigaquil and
Claver all in Suirgao del Norte for this
safe release of captured soldier.

Lt Col. Rico Amare, commanding of-
ficer of 30th Infantry Battalion welcomed
the scheduled release of Salan.

g
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_ :ehmd Task Fotce
their ‘sactifices to -

14th foundmg anmversaf
day”. took note “of
T umt 5 vital role

'{:-peaccful and- freely, ‘and
that'is something that we
-_shou}d always stnve to at-
tginPighe gaid. :
" Speaking’ with the - medla
-Jithe ‘mayor mnoted.she expected_ e
“only the est from the antzn :
terror group.
“Keep Davao C1ty peace-

" ful and terrorfree.” she said, .
referring to her order to TF
Davio. “We do not seek per-
fection, but we do expect them
io do their best.”

TF Davao was created on
Apnl 16, 2003, inrespotise to a
series of bombmgs in the city.

0
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cmhan authoritles e

“~Piagapo Mayor Ali Sumandar said from Lianaodel Sur-hased:
the’ militaryJed  clearing operations  police quarters, and opte
covered b rangays Gac:ap4 Tapocar, updaxes from civilian entitie
v Sumandar said there w

7
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Pahina. &

NP nmmm Iool

Balabag sa tropa n Brd:.

'pangaﬁguna i’ Lt Col:
Vitgilio: Hamo_ Tresa

. balik-loo sa'pamahalaan do sa.Gu
sz Zam _g&DelSur

- beldengsl.foneloDaluyon ' Baiabagangkany MIGI
v@alabag, alyas Joel, 25.  1ifle] pltongmgamagazmc
Kusang sumu,.kc si at mga bata (.BJuhan)

2
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BATTLE-READY FORASEAN VIPS Antiaireraftguns - . visITSITE FOR MORE
‘manined by Marines are deployed on Macapagal Avenue, o  PHOTOESSAYS
Pasay City, as partof the sadlrity measures for the ongoing :
Asean summit. —RICHARDAREYES 1 i

[
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1ol Sultan Hassanal Botkiah during a meating at alacafiang ahead of the ASEAN summil,

12
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ByPhilip C. Tubeza
@ictubezalNQ

The highest ranking official of
thearmed forces sought to cor-
rec what he sald were wrong im-
pressions that the military was
targeting Muslim converts in its
offensive against terrer groups.
saying governiment soldiers re-
spect “freedom of religion.”

Gen. Eduardo Afo, Armed
Torces of the Philippines {AFP)
chief of staff, said the military’s
turgets were Islamic radicals.

He said he saw nothing
wong with Christans  or
Citholics converzing to Istar but
the military was keeping a close
witch on radicals among therm.

“There is nothing wrong with
Maislim converts as we have
freedom of religion,” Aho said.

“What we are looking at are
these associated with the

Eduardo Afic

Maute Group [and the Abu
Sayvaf] as converts,” he said.

He said “those who had be-
come radicalized” were con-
sidered threats.

He said there were soldiers
who had converted to Islam
put they did not present any
problems for the military.

The AFP chief made the

14

comment after journalists
asked him if the military would
investigate the links of conver-
sion to Islam with the emer-
gence of terrorist groups after
one convert, Joselito Milloria,
had been identified as the Abu
Sayyaf member who acted as a
guide for members of the ter-
ror group during their incur-
sion into Behol province,

The Abu Savyaf members
were found in the Bohol town of
inabanga supposedly to conduct
kidnappings in the province, a
known tourist destination,

A series of clashes between
soldiers and Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers erupted in Inabanga,
killing several members of the
terror group.

Four terrorists were killed
in Inabanga on April 11 and four
more, including Milloria, were
kilted on April 22 INQ

T
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I ted:Beumg in Octo-.
ng violated Mamlas__- ber last: year and returned
g “right to fish and ‘ex-

South China Sea within: the.
thhppmes 37o-kilometer ex--'
‘clusive economtc zone..

‘this vear, couid not alone forca o

- China'to abide by the ruling.
"China szid [it was] com-
pletely ignoring the [ruling], so
what more can you ask of it?

Make noise? For what?” he said. -

17
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: govemment through tt
- iror General Estel;t

' group part of the Phﬂxppme ter .
ntory, Batangbacal said.. '

the South China Sea disputes
| .01 Adraft of the customary jotty
: statement to be issued by th
- Asean leaders at the end of th
“~gummit .on : Saturday indicates
. that they will” express “serio
- 'concern over territorial dispites:

IDEO: Duterte! UN sea rulln
: biissae at Aseal summit
news!Dutmescsnnnissu

Io
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0 )
tary‘ particuiarlyvA'rmeci Porces
pines Chigf ﬂfStaff

o mark h;s
_dec_ad_e. ag0;
“Hdita® saild

'M'Easseé ' Woul'd :

staged at military camps,. iri-
cluding Camyp Aguinalde” and
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines Headquarters, against
Afio, who was jmiplicated inthe

2007 abduction as the Army in-
telligence chief then.

er state he's in."
choice but to contmue to hope

. Press freectnm icon*s son
N Burgos, al soﬁ of press free-
dom icon: Jose ‘Burgos,  'was
snatched ‘at Bver ‘Gotesco “mnall
in Quezon City. onApnl 28,2007,
Hewas37 at the timné. 2T
In 2011, CHR mvestlgatmn
identified ‘one of, h1s abductors
as Army 15t 1t Harry Ballaga Jr.
of the Army's 56th Infantry Bat-

13

titior
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' mnothet. petLttoned
_ Courtin Novembet -
Soiatocite incontempt: thé mili<

_ tary officials who had denied in-

.the 'abductlon but--'-

§ “Our'plea is, all these should
be acted on, otherwise the writ of
amparo yand v&nt of habeas corpus
are useless, she'said. “C}ur conglu-
‘ston'is it’s ‘a gover-up. If they will
only cleanse n:hezr ranks of Togue
eiements thlS will benefit thein-
sntutmn But because thegfre cov~
ering up, they foster impunity.”
Burgos’ brother said Baha~ )
-ga's txial for arbitrary ( detentzcn
is otill ongoing. The prosecution
has completed presenting wit-
nesses and -evidence, and the

. courtwill soon heat the defense.

“How many years will that
take a.gam’? That's how our jus-
tice - system is——-it  takes
decades,” he satd, INQ S

[ 285, 5205
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US troops in Guiuan

iR
fosets

-GUIUAN, Eastern Samar —Amem-

| -cantroops have arrived in this town for

a joint military exercise, or Balikatan,
with Philippine forces.

Mayor Christopher Sheen Gonzales
told Manila Bulletin the Americans
started to arrive last April 1 and joned
the Philippine Army’s 564th Engmeer~

ing Battalion who is already doing eivic -

work in the fown.

Gonzales said he is grateful his town
was chosen as the venue for this year’s
Balikatan, whose focus has been modi-
fied from war games to community and

! humanitarian work.

diﬁed Balikatan

“We are proud because of the many
places inthe country our town was cho-
sen to be the venue of the joint exercises
which focuses on the humanitarian
work, infrastructure and the exchange
of knowledge and skills between the
Philippine and the US forces that di-
rectly benefit the people of the town
especially for the aspect of educatzon
Gonzales said.

The mayor said a US medical sup-
port team is conducting a medical
mission at the Felipe Abrigo Memaorial
Hospital (FAMH)}, a government hos-
pital in this town, and holding medical
seminars fogether with the hospital’s
medical staff.
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terday released & member of the
Bukidnon Police Provineial Of

fice they snatched in the province

“early this yedr. o

Supt. Lemuel. Gonda, . spokes-
man of the Notthern Mindanao
Police Regional Office, said PO2
Anthony Palomar Natividad was
released by the rebels in Sifio So-
syalon, Barangay Dominorog, Ta-
lakag, Bukidnon &t around 11:20
am.

Gonda said the rélease was fa-

cilitated by anunidentified Na--

free

NEW I'.Déop.f.é"s» Anny re'Béls ycs; o

tiohal Democratic Front ‘repee-

sentative, o .
- Natividad was turned over s Jo-

‘cal officials and members of the

church before he was brought to
Kalilangan Municipal Police Sta-
tion for debriefing,

Natividad was on 2 motorcy-
cle heading for Camp Alagar in
Bukidon to undergo a medical
examination required for school-
ing when he abducted by ‘the
rebels in Barangay Tikalasa, Ta-
lakag town on February 9~ Rayp-
wond Afyica X

9

i - | 5285, 5295
OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emall add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Loca

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision By 2028 & world-cigss Army Hha! is & S6ullE o nationai prde

{ ..
| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army 201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

The

Ybapril 2017

a Page: A 1

2-Class -veSseI,- bt :the :pIausp _
ship they claimed as too Qld.;__ .

'__:now uses fbr its _antune pétrols
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'I‘here 15 !
what type and: canfigur program which ; th .
isaid Andoiong - gear: durmg the prewous Aqu 0 1_

“However, Ando]ong stressedf -adniinistration that spent. about 1

;thatthe DND mli shoulderthe!_ . P70 billion, to* acqmre new .]
- _ mlhtary hardware g R

one Pohang—.cl
are hoping to recewe_ th vessel'
‘within the year,” Andolong said.
“The transfer will be:in the
form of a donation, however, we
will pay a token fee of $100. The |
corvette will still undergo
reforbishment, the cost of which
we will shoulder,” he added. "
Andolong would not know how
much will be spent for the !
refurbishment. |

4
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'culled some mtelhgence mform',
tion contradlctmg fhe statementof =
Nobleza that she hasa secret m o
against the Abu’ Sayyaf. - :
- Hesaid her claims could justbe an R
alibito save herself from the mess sh
1 has gotten into; :

been claiming that she first penetrat--.
ed the ASG while hé was still at the -
defunct Presidential Anti-Organized
Crime Commission (PAOCC) which
was created by the past admxmstra—
tion. o
Based o the background check
Nobleza met Reenor Lou Dungon
when she was designated as his
interrogator after the latter was ar-
rested for Cagayan de Oro bombmgs
in 2012.

And Nobleza has been msmuatmg
that she is using Dungon’s access
to the ASG in order to penetrate the
bandit group.

2
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Philippine. : “government -
a_tted its’ c'laum to ’ch flsla‘nd

amld a thaw in - once-frosty
fions betweéen the neighbors af-
ter Philippine President "Rodrigo
Duterte took office last * June.
Duterte has moved to rekindle
Mariila's friendship with Beijing
and court Chinese state-sponsored
investment for railways and other
much-needed investment projects.
" The two- Philippine officials
traveled with dozens of journalists
to ingpect ah eroded airstrip that
the Philippine ‘government plans
toreinforce and lengthen. The
government plans to build a'dock
starting next month to accommo-
date ships with construction mate-

_ersHave lived’ for decades matiny .
~ community _amzd 151ands laimed.

'for marme research and touri

- Pag-asais mtemabonaﬂy known'
as ’Ihu:u island and is cafled. Zhongye‘.
island by China. Tts the second,largest'_&‘

island int the South China Sea's hotly
contested Spratlys archipelago. -

In ‘Befjing, Foreign Mamstry
spokesman Lu Kang said China was
"gravely concerned about and disSat- -
isfied" by the island visit, adding that
China "has lodged representatxons :

with the Philippine side.”
China claims virtually the en—
tire South China Sea and has aggres-
sively tried to fortify its foothold
by transforming seven mostly sub-
merged reefs intoisland outposts.

rials, Lorenzana said.
25
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: mutually Béneﬁaal\prmect--_rat er
than a statemeént of geopohn-'
_cal ambitions that should arouse -
Western' suspicions. Thé program
.aims tb buildroads, railways, ports :

and other infrastructure along the
ancient 5ilk Road's maritinte and
overland routes with close to $100

“ bxllaon in fundmg

_dates by displaying  its
ary capability. It so'faﬂi o

‘and hopes "all partiestt
¢ Testraint: and avoid'dggy

the situation.”
The Carl Vmson had?

the Koréan Penmsula
ént show of force iﬂ' -fes'p
North Korean yrioves:’ e

It has been making its way to
the Seaof Japan since then, makmg
stops in Asia along the way '

“While the U.S. has d1spatched
what Trump called an “armada’ of

ships to the region, including the
aitcraft carrier, U.S. officials have
told The Associated Press ‘that the

adrainistration doesn't intend fo
m1'£1’car11y respond to a North Ko-
rean huclear or missﬂe test, AP
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VAT, Pre
_mg «for an

R ) C 'jj._man in'a IeglsIat:ve mvesnga-
He'claimed that he and Mz " Ogie' had: beenr bririging “in- - tion,” he’ said,’:

Dut&rte_ were. friends., “Before ' vestoistothe Batangas STL and -
Digong (Mr. Duterte) :became also operated STL in Laguna
President, 1 said there were and the 31coi region.

He said Agulrre was using
the NBIto neutralize him."

As for Esperon, Ang said the

25
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putes wereé arnong ‘the matters"
M Duterte and Bolkmh took up

de s also el 1
5 ] m the con--;

- «for peace .
from eruptmg_ to'conflict. i “We'w111 work together to - Mindanao,

China claims almost all of ensure.that the principled posi- Bolkiah said Brunm wonld
the South- __Chma Sea, including . tion for the peaceful resolution work Wlth the Phllippmes m

2
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cial banana plantation.:

“Graft complaint -

Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez,

one of the President’s closest’
political allies, had questioned -
the agreement. He filed a graft
tase - agaiﬁetj “Floirendo, Mr.
Duterte’s chief financier inthe
May 2016 eiecnons for conﬂlct
of interest.”" -

“The JVA ... is VOid as it goes

against the‘Constitutionand the -

Public Land Act,” Calida said, re-
ferring to Commmonwealth Act
No. 141, which mandated that
public lands may be used by pri-
vate entities “only through
homestead, gale, Jease or confir-
mation of imperfect title.”
“I shonld be noted that Bu-
Cor and Tadeco éntered into a
[JVA]. Clearly, a [JVA] is not one

sponsetoare quest by Alvarez.

Alvarez had also asked the
_Office of the Solicitor General
to review the agreement

- Calida, - however, did not -

‘recommend that the: BuCor an
agency atftached to" the DO]
should rescind the }VA

- Earlier media reports said
Alvarez's falling-out " with

Floirende, his erstwhile bosom/"tetal of 5, _

buddy, was triggered by a pub-
lic spat involving their mis-
tresses in December last year.

Maximum of 50 years

According to Calida, the
Constitution allows private en-
tities to use public lands for a
maximum period of go years.

In the case of the Tadeco-
BuCor deal, the first agreemient
was signed in§a69 and was ex-

guaranteed ‘annual producmon
share of P26.54 mﬂhcn tobei 1n-
creased” by 10 percent every
five years. . .

But Aivarez claimed the
contract* was” “grossly disad:
vantageous ‘toy the govern-
ment and was “lopsided” to the-cal; 5285, 5295
bénefit of Tadeco, one of the
'world’s biggest banana ex;;r
porters. INQ - o
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~ Push for code stirs Asean

| BY MANUEL MOGATO
and MARTIN PETTY

CHINA;S suppott for finalizing 4~

code of conduct in the hotly con-

tested South China Sea is generat-~
ing some hope in Southeast Asia *

of settling disputes, but those
working out the terms remain un-
convinced of Beljing’s sincerity.
Signing China up to & legally
binding and enforceable code for
the strategic waterway has long
been a goal for claimant members
of the Association of South East
Asian Nations (Asean). -~ .. -
. But given the continued building
aid arming of its artificial islands
in the South China Sea, Beijing’s

recently expressed desire to work

with Asean to complete a frame-
work this year has been met with
skepficism and suspicion.

“Some of us in Asean believe

this is just another ploy by China

to buy time,” said one senior dip-
lomat familiar with the talks.
“China is expectedly stalling un-
til it has completely attained its
strategic objectives... What need
is there for the green grass when
the hotse is dead?” )
“The framework seeks to ad-
vance a 2002 Dedaration of
Conduct (DOC) of Pardes in the

o South Chma Sea,w}nch cornmlts

10 following the United Nations

_ Convention on the Law of the Sea -
(UNCLOS), ensuring freedom of
navigation and overdlight, and
“‘pefraining from action of inhab-
iting.on the presently uninhabited

islands, reefs, shoals, . cays, and
other features™.
* But the DOC was not stuck to,

‘especially by China, -which has
“built seven islands in the Spratly

archipelago. It is now capable of
deploying combat planes on three
veclaimed reefs, where radats and

Csurface-to-air  missile  systetns
~have also been installed, aécord-
“ing to the Asia Matitime Trans-

parency Initfative think tank.

Beijing insists its- activities aze .
for defense putposes, in areas |

it considers its waters. Malaysia,
“Taiwan, Brunei, Vietmam and the
Philippines, however, all claim

some ot 2ll of the resource-sich-
“waterway and its myriad of shoals,
teefs andislands. T e

BINDING CONTRACT

The ASEAN diplomat said
the two rounds of talks so far
this year gave the impression of
progress, but details worked out
so far were “essentially the same”

o

mepoC.

“Another diplomat from the’
10-member bloc said thé frame-
work would be “re-stating most of
the major points™ of the DOC, but -

‘the hard part was getdng China to

" agfec to 2 legally binding contract. -

_ “Here lies the big challenge. You

need o6 understand this is not just’

a simple matter of conforming to
a set of words,” the diplomat said.
Chinese Foreign Ministty spokes-

~man Geng Shuang did not directly
answet a question on whether Chi-.

na would support ac enforceable

code of conduct, but said China
“hoped for the framevork and code g
to be completed this yeat.
Finalizing the framewotk would..
be a feather in the cap for the
Philippines, which chairs Asean
this year, Manila has reversed its

stance on the South China Sea,
from advocating a unified front
and challenging Beijing’s unilater-

alism, to pun&ng disputes aside to AT o
. farifh wants 1o come up Wi

create warm-fes,

Philippine  President Roérig;)”

Duterte has opted not to press
China to zbide by an international
arbitration decision last year that
ruled in Manila’s favor and invali-
dated Beijing’s sweeping South
China Sea claims.

There will be no mention of the

 suspicions about Beijing’s endgame

apic ruling in an'Asean leadess’
tement at a surnenit it Manila
oti” Saturday, nor will there be

“any reference to concerns zbout

island-building or militarization
that appeared in last year’s text,
according to excerpts of a draft

‘seen by Reuters. _
" A diplohat at the Asean sccre-

tardat said there was usgency from

-~ all parties to get the framework
done this year, but Asean was tak-
“ing “a leap of faith” with China

“and there were concerns about

whar the end result might be.
_‘Richard Heydarian, an expert on

‘politics” and " international -affairs

at Mznila’s De Ta Salle Univer-

sity, said China’s strategy was o
“project an image of being a re-

sponsible stakeholder rather than

‘an aggressor, and avoid being
_bound to rules that could weaken
"its geopolitical position should
‘the United States assert itself in

the South China Sea.

a symbolic framework that says
to America ‘Hey, back off, we're
dealing with Asean on a very diplo-
matic Jevel’, but nothing significant
enough to operationally restrict
their ability to tespond if the Trump
administration takes a tougher posi-
tion,” he said. — Reuters
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ger, T was only
“and had to bear the
: Esco said. “Affer that, _
: 'ment startmgfmm el

ight
Foof them stood in front ofithe Veteran s
Park Montment to give salute. to the:r

"fallen comrades. : :
‘These eight membe of the 66th :

_.Infantry- Reglment crxgmaliy formed

:_--:; d_shared your 11fe wi
E: It gives a scar to

: :‘_.ed by the young generatmn R

’ Veterans Tino Aficao, Albert Bug-
tsng, Garcia Wakit 93 years old), Es-
teban Esco (92), Marciano Miles, Jose
Tiangao, Raymundo Gadgad (92) and
Eduardo Peralta gave their own ac-
counts of what WW I1 meant to them

. and how it changed the course of their
lives. © ...

Esteban Esco recalls havzng to

carry and transport the body of his {

soldier-brother Albert Esco from Bu-

guias, Benguet to their vﬂiage in Pico, !

La Trinidad. . _ |
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Il

from the pubhc is indispensabie in:
- othe heltralization -of Abir Sayyaf
_; _ memberﬁ who entered ‘Inabanga;
. ‘Bohol Iast Apni 11 2017 and the

‘_ L. Gen. Oscar’ Lactao said the st
" combmed forces of the AFP and PNP"'

" ‘jobang’ ﬁnally arrest the remamlng f
- ASGImembers ‘who “are now in-" ;c, ‘which was & ma;or feay:

'_ the run for then' hves anured and_ _m _he success‘r“ul neutralfzattmz oF - PNP—AFP'. ckpomt a few me' 5
- away fromthe ‘encounter site was

_ another blow 16 the refatious plot:
of the lawtéss armed group.

“The involvement in the said plot

. of Supt.:Matia Cristina Nobleza, who -
.was with the suspect during the.
arrest, |s now heing mvestrgated It

~'was her own personal decision tobe
in the commpany of a fugitive and for
that she, being a law enforcer, will

" be held accountable for her actions,”
they said.

The PNP and the AFP advised
the public to refrain from posting
unvalidated information in
various ‘social media platforms
and disseminating inaccurate fext

. messages to avoid casting fear and
panicamriong the people. (Mars W.
Mosqueda Jr.) ‘

12
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AN Angna

‘ L Dongon na s'ang bomb maker ‘At
bro ngAlm ayyaf Gmup e
it cogawang operat;on ‘ga
“Mamasapano, Maguin- |
- danao noong Enero 2016.-
.7 Kasabay nito, sinabi ni
: delaRosanatlnutulung

naganap i saan_jkinasal

sina Nobleza at Dongon .
“Magugunita na si Mar-
wan“ay napatay ng mga

-elemento ng Special Ac-
B twn

3 miyembro ng

«pos na:maka-engkwentro
- .ang militarsa Clarifi;Bo~
ol kaya’t sinamahan ito
‘nia magala- g mga kaghmi-

Hindi. naman sinabi.ng,
_;Dala Rosa kung kailan.

-mag:gmg normai ang tra-
ces (SAF) kung . bahoso:tu ;

B2 s EE eSS Page. -

Nalmaw namar: m
Rosanaang lahat'y ng'mg
sinabi ni:Nobleza“ay
pawang kanyang version
at rnasusi--parin i
| evaluate at pmag—aaralang
| mabuti ang iga sin
pahayag nitol
Aniya, posxblerx ]

mano ni: Nobleza-si
ongon upang bum;mgo'
awrlan na ng

tan at gamot, Kung saka- '’
ling nagtagumpay o) ‘ay

'mg malakmg tyansa':_ :

%
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Lol “Evemmng that she' said _we take‘_;
itas hier “owni version. We are stilfwt

“evaluating it and we'will it ba fooled i

= by any attempt to fool ts,” said Dela’;

Marwan, whoserea!name isZu[krﬂi.' trapped ASG m
_'b]n le went into hldmg _Mmdaﬂao i

. Quotmg Nobleza, Delg’ -Rosa said
the female police official decided togo . :

to Bohol in an attempt to have Dun-" " - Dela -

matuon ‘that Nobleza has'a go-sighal

gon regain the trust and conﬁdance of :

the ASG.

Dongon,” said Dela Rosa. -
. According to Nobleza, it was when
they found out that some of the

Lo 1

it

“from any.policé origovermninent. ofﬁczal'

. “Ghe was helﬁmg him beoause ap “onher “mission”with the ASG.

parently, the ASG “rio longer trusts

“For ouf ‘part, we are quesbon-'
ing her-oyalty. Is she with us or no
longer with.us?,” he adcied (Aaron

Recuenco)
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Can we stsll exemphfy the value that won us our freedom?

HE Philippine Veterans Affairs

Office {PVAO), headquartered
in Camp General Emilio Agui-
naldo, hasbeen doing its utmost
to care for Filipino veterans. Over
the vears, it has focused on distrib-
uting a monthly pension, death
and disability pension, medical
benefits, and burial assistance;
but the reality of limited resources
and its impact on PVAO's ability to
honor those who risked their lives
to defend the nation, has made it
necessary for the organization to
jdentify a unifying purpose and a
better way forward.,

Undersecretary Ernesto Caro-
lina, who has served as FVAOQ
administrator for the past nine
vears, calls this unifying purpose
" kagitingan”. Usually translated
as "valor”, Carolina describes it
as a love of country that enables
the individual to transcend love
of self—a value best exemplified
by our Filipino veterans that no
longer seems to pervade soci-
ety's decision-making process. “It
[ kagitingan] seems to have faded
away after the war,” he says. “Ang
pagmamahal sa bayan ay natabu-
nan nang pagmamatial sa sarifi”
{"Love of country has been over-
shadowed by jove of self.”)

For Carolina, one manifesta-
tion of this is corruption, which,
amengother things, has prevented
PVAQ from carsying out critical as-
sistance. He asks, " Kung mahal mo
ang bayan, bakit mo nanakawam”
(If you love the nation, why would
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you steal from it?}

These ideas were key in the cre-
ation of the Kagitingan Roadmap
2022, PVAO's action plan toward
not only improving its own ef-
ficiency but also empowering
Filipino veterans. Iis vision for

2022 sees “a strong and unified .

Fiiipino Veterans Community
serving as ‘a relizble partner in
nation-building’+.

The roadmiap seeks fo address

serious-issues that Have built up

over the years, including inad-
equate benefits, delayed pensions,
inaccessible healthcare, and poor
governance. In 2014, -almost 90
percent of World War 1l veterans
were found to be entirely depen-
dent on the monthly old-age pen-
sion of P5,000 and an additional
monthly disability pension of
P1,700. Sixteen thousand one
hundred veterans are currently
considered indigent. PYAO seeks
to reduce this number to zero by
2020 by unifying them under an
empowered and credible Veterans
Federation of the Philippines
(VEP), and by pursuing legisla-

tion to reform the pension system
and upgrade veterans benefits.
Today, the organization is able to
report that its effort to increase

the monthly old-age pension from
P5,000 to P20,000 has gained the
increasing support of legislators,

* with theproposed measure moved

up tothe committee on appropria-
tions in February.

Another issae that is just as
urgent as these administrative
challenges is our waning national
appreciationfor Filipino veterans
and what they symbolize. Informal
settlers occupy 15 hectares of the
lemgan ng mga Bayani (LNMB),
which is constantly desecrated by
those ‘who Temain unconscious
of its status as a resting ground
for'the country’s heroes. Only 13
out of 43 events mandated to be

“rommemotative” are observed by

the focal governiments; and many
stories of wartime heroism remain
undocumented. To this end, the
PVAO is working to increase the
number of initiatives that can serve
as ferinders of our veterans’ great
historic legacy. These initiatives
are called “Kagitingan Builders”
and include the development of
military shrines, local govern-
ment ownership and staging of
commermorative events, and the
production of books, films and
other materials.

As of 2017, PVAO has success-
fully had Mount Samat National
Shrine included in the Bataan
Tourism Enterprise Zone, consid-
ered to be central Luzon's flagship
touristn zone. it has aiso secured
P356 miliion for LNMB develop-
ment this year; and published

‘14 books on women veterans,

accompanied by a Facebook page

~ dedicated to “Amazing thpmo
Women Heroes”. "

Bacause of the roadmap, 'kagfr-
ingan’ has become a powerful
rallying cry for PVAQ's leaders,
workers, and veterans. It has
invigorated the organization to
look at both its veterans and
the nation’s future defenders as
partners in restoring kagitingan
as an essential modern-day value.
Looking ahead, PVAO hopes that
its inchusive strategy can contribute
to a cultural transformation that
will inspire every Filipino to be 2
nation-builder.

Carolina puts it best and
leaves us with something to
think about as we close April
and the Araw ng Kagitingan
celebrations: “We owe it to the
generations that entitled us to
our freedom today to carry out
our roles in society with love
for our country—ever more
with kagitingan."

The aguthor is a program officer
at the Institute for Sofidarity in
Asia (154 ), a non-profit group that
advocates for governance reform
and envisions a Dream Philip-
pines where every governmeint ii1-
stitution delivers and every citizen
participates and prospers. Contact
the author through mantonio@
isacenter.org and learn more
about the group’s work with the
Philippine Veterans Affairs Office
(PVAO] through isacenter omg
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- What ROTC could have done

+ need or civilians to “sacrifice for country”. There is this consideration of for alternatives:
- conseription or compuisory militery enlistment for 2!l civifians. I've been fefling to my
. Triends several times that ROTC is onfy subject in College that teaches students "Fatriotisr.”
- No ther sublest comes cipse, : :
- Come tothink of i, if we have ROTC students when the Aby Sayyaf (anded in frahanga,
 Bohal, since it is vacation time, we could have mobilized these ROTC students who know
that terrain very well fo help the 74h Infaeiry Erigade Yook out and search for the ASG. With
propar training, the military could issue these students wih weapens to fight the ASG.
I believe that the scrapping of the ROTC program in 2007 was “short-sighted:” With the

h

" Inth ecnt Pelarong Pambana spsch ofPrsidntDuere i sl the revival el
of reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) in the Philippines. He told the athistes about the™
the President pointed out is conscription. In tsvael, able bodied Israelis 18 years old or

Philippinés faing internal theats from the ASE, the NPA orthe Mgl separatists, allthe

" mare e need to revive the ROTC but with a-twist, ROTC 15 just 2 measure to discipline youth

Y perspective or pechaps in the gther non-traditional issuss Such as search ang
Operations especially during natural disasters as tyghodns or earthguakes™ .
thase wha oppose the retur of ROTC, hetter think wwice because the alternafive as

above conscripted inte military senvice. This includes Malaysia, Indonssia, and Singapore.

Now, do we want the Filipino youth to be conscripted to the military? Or shouid we revive
the ROTC in order o train our youth for military service. The next question is without ROTC
and trained uniformed mex, who will protect the Philippines from the lines of enamiss in
the futare_e,gzyeaiaﬂy Inthe urban jungle? Becauss; technically speaking, the peneration will
experience  different setting of security warfaie to maintain peace and order, — CARIDAD
E. ULLEGUE, Peace Advocate in Cagayan ‘Province, Atulayan, Tuguegarao City,
caridad_u@eoutlook.com B
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Gov’t forces intensify ops in key cities
" From the Daily Tribune (Apr 27} Gov't forces intensify ops in key cities

Govemnment forces have intensified security operations in key cities in Mindanao to thwart any pessible
diversionary or retaliatory attacks coming from terrorist groups now being pursued in Lanao del Sur.

Li. Col. Jo-ar Herrera, spokesman of the Army’s 1st Infantry Division (ID), said that Brig. Gen. Rolando
Bautista, commander of 1st Il has ordered troops to secure vital instaliations and avoid collateral damage.

“He issued instruction to secure all vital installations to avoid diversionary attacks by the enemy,” said Herrera.

Bautista's order covered vital installations and places of convergence in the cities of lligan, Marawi and even

Zamboanga.

The move, Herrera said, was based cn the history of the targeted groups, particulary the Maute group and the
Abu Sayyaf, which usually conducts diversionary or retaliatory attacks when pinned down in certain area.

Currently, military operations are sl ongoing against the Maute group in Piagapo, Lanao del Sur where 38
terrorists, including foreigners, had been killed since the offensives were launched last week.

“Mistorically. they conduct actions to mislead the government forces. .. so we are continuously securing public
places and important areas in ligan, Marawi...and even Zambeoanga,” said Herrera.

“We have route security, checkpoint operations, civil military operations,” he added.

Bautisa also ordered for the froops to closely coordinate with other government agencies, particularly local
government units, to ensure public safety and security.

Herrera also cited the links between the Maute group, the Abu Sayyaf and other terrorist groups.
“Diversionary. retaliatory.. are the dangerous moves of our enemies. We know their tactics, so we are on
guard.” he said.

Last Septernber, the Maute group exploded an improvised explosive device’(lED} at a night market in Davao
City —killing 14 people and wounded 70 others, to ease military pressure from the Abu Sayyaf in Sufu and

Basilan.
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2 KARAGDAGANG FIGHTER JETS, DUMATING NA SA BANSA

Posted by Lui Claudio on April 27, 2017 at 2:44 PM

Sampu (10) na ang FA 50 lead-in fighter jets ng Sandatahang lakas ng Pilipinas, makaraang dumating sa
bansa kahapon ang dalawa {2) pang FA 50 mula sa South Korea.

Ito ang inihayag ni Philippine Air Force (PAF) spokesman, Col. Antonio Francisco, anya ang mga FA aircrafis
assist ng AFP ay gagamitin sa ibat-ibang operasyon kontra sa mga bandidong grupo lale na sa bahagi ng
Mindanao.

Sinabi naman ni AFP Chiei of Staff Eduarde Afio, ang dalawang jel fighters na dumating kahapon ng umaga
sa Clark Air base sa Air Force City, Pampanga., na may tail number 009 at 010 ay agad na isasa-ilaiim sa
pagsubok bago naman ipapadala sa bahagi ng Mindanao.

Matatandaan na ang mga nasabing fighter jets ay ilan lamang sa bahagi ng AFP modernazation program ng

AFP na sinimulan noong panahon ni dating pangutong Benigno Aguine I, mula sa Korea Aerospace
indusiries na binifi sa halagang P18 bilyon, kaugnay na din sa pagpapalakas ng pwersa ng militar,
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DND to acquire SK 'Pohang’' ASW corvette for USD100
From: the Philippine News Agency (Apr 27} DND to acquire SK 'Pohang’ ASW corvetie for USD100D

_ The Department of National of National (DND) will be acquiring a "Pohang" Flight E!E anti-submarine
corvette from South Korea for just USD100.

This is possible as South Korea is now in the process of retiring the above-mentioned ship from its
inventory.
"We have senta Eetter to the. Government of South. Kgrea expressmg__our intentto. asqulre one Pohang

class cor\reﬁé We are hoping to receive the vessel within the year {no specific. date yet)." |
affairs chief Arsenio Andolong said in a message to the Phiiippine News Agency Thursday.

"The: transfer will beinthe form of a donation, however, we will pay a token fee of- USD?QG “The
corvette WEH still undergo refurbishment, the ‘cost of which we will shoulder,” he added.

However, Andolong has ne information on whether the transfer wiil include the ship‘s weapon and
sensor suites and exact cost of the refurbishment. .

But he added that the ship will definitely boest the Philippine Navy's capability to patrol the country's territorial
waters aside from helping in the fight against piracy and terrorism.

"Pchang” are class of general purpose corvetles operated by the South Korean Navy.

Ai*ound 24 were built during the late Cold War and posi-Cold War period. Out of this number, 18 are still in
commissioned as of this posting.

These ships are armed with a variety of anti-sub, anti-ship, and anti-air weapons with their accompanying
sensor gear and are capable of running to speeds up to 32 knots,

hitp:fwww. pna.gov.ph/index. php/articles/983148
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Religion not a factor in PHL anti-terror campaign - AFP
From the Philippine News Agency {Apr 27); Religion not a factor in PHL anti-terror campaign - AFP

Religion is not a factor in the country's ongoing campaign against terror groups and fawless elements
~in Mindanao. S
This was stressed by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardoe Afte when

asked on whether they are looking on the involvement of "Balik Islam” adherents on terrorism
activities in wake of the botched Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) landing in Inabanga, Bohol last April 10.

"There is nothing wrohg with ‘Balik Islam” or Muslim converts ‘as we have freedom of religion: (in the
Phsizppmes) what we'are ookmg atare those 'got) associated with the Maute Group {and ASG) as
converts coming these groups are those' who have became radicalized,” he added in Filipino.

Afic added even in the AFP there are "Balik Istam™ adherents and he sees no problem with these

individuals.

In the above-menticned incident, Joselito Milioria, a "Balik islam” convert, allegedly acted as guide and coniact
of ASG suix-leader Muamar Askali alias "Abu Rami" in Inabanga where the group rested for a while to plan

their kidnapping attacks.

However, this proved naught as military and police units pounced on the group last Aprii 11, killing Askali and
three others ajong with three soldiers and police officers along with an elderly coupie.

Pursult operations last April 22 in Clarin town, also in Bohol, resulied in the neutralization of Mitloriz and three
other ASG men, leaving only three survivors from Askali's 11-man band who are now being hunted as of this

posting.

hitp://www.pna.gov.phfindex. php/articles/S83000
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2 Abu Sayyaf bandits surrender in Sulu as military offensive continues
From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 27): 2 Abu Sayyaf bandits surrender in Sulu as military offensive

continues

Two members of the Abu Sayyal Group [ASG) have surréndéreti on THUrstay dlue 1o the contintous
military operations in the island province of Sulu.

Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana Jr., commander of Joint Task Force Suly, identified the ASG surrenderees
as Husain Nasirin, 22, and Hasir Asara, 24, of Barangays Buhanginan and Danag, respectively, in the
fown of Patikul.

Sobejanz said Nasirin and Asara surrendered to the 501st headquarters in Sulu at around 1:45 p.m.
Thursday. Intelligence operatives facilitated the surrender of the two bandits.

He said the two are followers of the late ASG sub-ieader Hairulla Asbang, who died while undergoing
medication at a hospital in Davao City, Lawmen arrested Asbang on December 26, 2016 at a private
hospital in this city where he was admitted for a gunshot wound he sustained in a clash with government
froops in Sulu. He was iater {ransferred to Davac City for further treatment.

Sobejana said the two surrenderees turned over an M-16 Armalite rifle and a caliber .30 M1 Garand
riffe “as a gesture of sincere commitment that they wanted to fully return to the folds of the law.”

The surrender of Nasirin and Asara brought to 19 the number of Abu Sayyaf bandits who surrendered
to the government since January in the provinces of Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi,

Military troops are continuously pursuing the Abu Sayyaf bandits in the three provinces on orders of President
Rodrigo Duterte,

http:/fwww . pna.gov. phiindex. php/articles/983180
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NPA to release captive soldier in Surigao Norte
From MindaNews (Apr 27): NPA to release captive soldier in Surigao Norte

A soidier befonging to the 30th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army abducted by the New People’s

Ka Dto, spokesperson of the NPA's Guerilia Front 16 operating in Surigao del Norte and four fowns in
neighboring Agusan del Norte, said they will release Pfc Erwin Salan, who was captured last Jan. 29 in

Barangay Budlingin in Alegria.

He said their tactical operations against government forces have been halted since last Tuesday noon
until midnight of May 5 in the towns of Placer, Tubod, Bacuag, Alegria, Gigaquit and Claver, all in
Surigac del Norte, to pave the way for the safe release of the captured soldier.

Lt. Col. Rico Amaro, 301B commanding officer, said he is glad about the news of Salan’s release soon,
noting that the soldier has been in captivity for almost three months now.
But he said that although the NPA has announced it will halt operations, the military could not reciprocate the
gesture,
Amaro said he has “no basis to recommend” to his superiors suspension of military and police operations,
~adding that these are “beyond [his] authority to declare.”
“I reguest the NPA feadership to define their parameters, else, | will continue my mandated task o secure
remote communities,” he said.
‘Surigao det Norte Governor Sol F. Matugas and the local crisis management committee have no statement on
‘the issue.
On July 10, 2014, four police officers were captured by the NPA during a raid in the Alegria poiice station. They
were freed after 19 days in captivity.

On November 16 of the same year, two police officers also in Alegria were seized by NPA rebels. They were
released to then Davac City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte three months later in the hinterfands of Gigaguit town in

Surigao del Norte.

http.fAwww.mindanews.com/top-stories/201 7/04/npa-to-release-captive-soldier-in-surigao-norte/
Posted by Retired Analyst at 4:48 AM
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AFP says they have fully cooperated with courts in Jonas Burgos case
April 27, 2017 Share

MANILA, April- 27 The Armed Forces of the Philippinas (AFP) said-they-have fully cooperated with the courts
in the probe into the disappearance of farmer activist Jonas Burgos, which marks its 10th year on Friday.

As the case is being handled by the courts, the military cannot make any further comment, AFP spokesperson
Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said Thursday.
"The AFP is fully cooperating with the courts on this case but cannot comment on it further since the case is

already being tried {making) it sub judice," he explained. A case is sub judice when it is under judicial
consideration, thus its discussion in public is prohibited.

Burgos was allegedly snatched by militarymen at 2 Quezon City mail on April 28, 2007.

As of this posting, only 1st Lt Harry Baliaga Jr., then assigned at the &6th Infantry Battalion, is undergoing trial
for Burgos' disappearance after he was tagged by witnesses as among those involved in the crime.

Other ranking officials tagged for reasons of command responsibility have long been cleared. {PFN/PNA)

"2 Abu Sayyaf bandits surrender in Sulu as military offensive continues
April 27, 2017 Share

ZAMBOANGA CITY, April 27 (PNA) - Two members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) have surrendered on
3 hursday due to the continuous military operations in the island province of Sulu.

Brig. Gen. Cirilito Sobejana Jr., commander of Joint Task Force Sulu, identified the ASG surrenderees as
Husain Nasirin, 22, and Hasir Asara, 24, of Barangays Buhanginan and Danag, respectively, in the town of
Patikui,

Sobejana said Nasirin and Asara surrendered tc the 501st headquarters in Sulu at around 1:45 p.m. Thursday.
Inteliigence operatives facilitated the surrender of the two bandits.

He said the two are followers of the late ASG sub-leader Hairulla Asbang, whe died while undergoing
medication at a hospital in Davac City. Lawmen arrested Asbang on December 26, 2016 at 2 private hospital
in this city where he was admitted for a gunshot wound he sustained in a clash with government troops in Sulu.

He was later transferred t¢ Davao City for further treatment,

Sobejana said the two surrenderees turned over an M-18 Armalite rifle and a caliber .30 M1 Garand rifle "as g
gesture of sincere commitment that they wanted to fully return to the folds of the faw.”

The surrender of Nasirin and Asara brought to 19 the number of Abu Sayyaf bandits who surrendered to the
government since January in the provinces of Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi.

Military troops are continuously pursuing the Abu Sayyaf bandits in the three provinces on orders of President

Rodrigo Duterte.
(Tecfilo P. Garcia Jr./PNA)
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AFP clashes with Islamic State-linked militants
Fichel Umel, AFP

Philippine soldiers hoist a national flag after clashes with Isiamic State-affiliated exfremists in the mountain
area of Piagapo town, Lanao del Sur province, on Tuasday. The miiitary said it has kifled almost 40 militants
sloyal to the Islamic State group, including three Indonesians and a Malaysian, in a major fand and air assault in
the south.
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