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i Watch PanchenTV on DZRH Mews Television
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band via Pitiping® HD of £:00 AM, 6:30 PM and 9:00 PM.
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§NTO THE LIGHT Awoman detainedinthe secret;au! of a Tondo police station squats, with other drug
suspects on the fioor of a narrow cell found by a team from the Comimission on Human Rights

Hehind 2 wooden shelf (see sketch, inset). About a dozen men and women were found huddied inside on Thursday night. —rarryerma
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ey W1th:n one week, they will -’ th
-file a case ag_amst ¥ _nd

‘theother side. : ofthexrrelease "shesaid ",
s Beatnce said he had' heard_ _The hellish expenence sank -
i Ateam of CHR lawyers un- = men “icry * and: shout : “aray’, . some . ‘of - the " detainees to. her
; covered this secréi: cell ﬁunnga . (ouch‘) after meeting "Buildog bdnkruptcy, and dragged them
; surprxse znspectzon Iate on Bulldog is a wooden paddie _v__en_ deeper into, _th_e:_il}egalzl_'
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President Duterte yes-
terday highlighted the
need for inclusive devel-
opment in the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) as he urged mem-
ber countries to work to-
gether to make the group-
ing a model in regional
integration,

“Let us work together
as partners in engaging the
world. Let us ensure that our
ASEAN narrative remains
strong and that the lessons
we learned and the values we
hold dear as a community are
told in full and said with reso-

—-nance,” Duterte told the 14th

ASEAN Leadership Forum C AFEAIRS - Emal
Army Core Purpose’

~yesterday.

ASEAN leaders to ensure that
the process of forging a “com-
mon regional destiny” remains
inclusive.

He said the Philippines
shares ASEAN’s view that
inclusiveness is vital in pursu-
ing regional and international
agenda,

Duterte said inclusiveness
can be attained if ordinary
people understand the impor-
tance of the regional bloc in
their lives. He said such effort
could turn ASEAN into an
“effective model for regional
integration.”

#Citizens’ participation is a
key in governance and is the
bedrock of any strong nation,

Page:ﬁj_

" Duterte urged his fellow

In the Philippines, we encouz-
age our peoples to contribute
in setting national programs
and directions,” Duterte said.
“In my administration, citi-
zen feedback is essential to
ensure that the wheels of gov-
ernment work and work well
for our people,” he added. .
Duterte stressed the im-
portance of making the pec-
ple understand how ASEAN

works.

“It is equally important
that we make our peoples
understand how important
ASEAN is; how its past gains
have directly contributed to
their weil-being; and how the
realization of ASEAN's goal
will make their lives better,”
he said.

“Getting our peoples to
own the ASEAN story as their
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cultivate their -

bers from
" -attain'commor

working together to

aspirations.
" Duterte said diversi

of the strengths of the regional

‘which he lauded for pro-

moting “positive change” in

the lives of its people. ©~ -~
The President said diversity,

which he said would have

termined to transform society, -
“bring reforms and create posi-

tive change,” he added. =
Duterte said ASEAN would
continte to pursue its interna-
tional engagement to advance
common interests like inclu-
sive and innovative growth of
our economies, the preserva-
tion of heritage and culture;
pursuit of the stability and se-
curity,-and addressing threats
like tetrorism, violentextrem-
ism and criminality like illegal
drug trade. - .
“The ASEAN story is re-

“and a firmer resolve fo

is the source of greater strength |

government and-péople de-

markable. Its success in the-

ast 50 years is evident in
ﬁow the association has be-
come the driver of regional
community building efforts
and fulcrum upon which the
regional security and archi-
tecture balances,” Duterte
told the delegates.. :
“Through the years,
ASEAN has demonstrated
success in building peace and
security, facilitating econoric
growth, and-social develop-
ment and engaging the larger
world community,” he added.

at this g

- Photos show {clockwise, from top left) Thai Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-o-cha.arriving at the NAIA yesterday;
Malaysian Prime Ministeér Najib Razak speaking at the
Prosperity for All Summit in Pasay City; and other Asean
leaders being weicomed at the airport: Vietnamese Prime
~Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc, Myanmar State Counsellor
Aung. San_Suu Kyi,‘Cambodian Prime Minister -Hun Sen,
. Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hslen Loong and Laos Prime

Minister Thongloun Sisoulith,” | .57 " “fwovsanros; ks, nEuTens
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L ofﬁma s have a ready sent emtssa; .
'1es.fto convitice the Ieaders of the Warrng

Dozens of Moro famlhes were d1splaced the MlLF’s 118th' Base Command while Buaya * Kedtag and Buaya. = o
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: : h Infantry Division, assured
U "Wedrew'up a plan for the' “that military and local officials
' rmhtary stand down three days . were " implementing” medstires.
ee days after the . -to ensure. the safety of ws1tors
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29 aprirzor | The Planila Times | reee AY

of | poor families. an:i natives from
the area to pave the’ way fot ‘{he
development of Ahwagwag Fails

e Meanwh;le the NPA ‘honore and ‘communities‘were adverseiv i
"o of its ﬁghters Who were kille !

d  affectedto gzvewavtoﬂlepnvaﬂzed !

ina clash with goverriment troops - tourist destination spots,” he said. -
i’ Cateel; Davao Oriental. - ~There was no 1r;1med:_ate state- |
- One soldier was glain and three “ment from the mtlitary__“cr_l' Agus- E

: othexs were wounde& in the fight-" tin'sallegations” " ALJACINTO Ji :
5-8555 Local: 5285,5295 |
!
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By MIKE U. CRISMUNDO

BUTUAN CITY — A policeman
wvho was abducted by the New
2eople’s Arfiyirhore “than two
months ago in Bukidnon was re-
eased by the rebels Thursday ig!
Talakan town of the same prov-
nce.

The NPA custodlal force be-
onging to the Mt. Kitanglad-
South Regional Operational
Zommand presented Police Of-
ficer 2 Antony P. Netividad to
the public during a brief pro-
gram held at the barangay's
covered court just beside the
1ationatl highway in Barangay
Dominorog. :

Natividad was captured by
the NPA rebels last February 9
as policemen were setting up a°
-vadbiock in Barangay Tikalaan,
in Talakag, Bukidnon,

The release of Natividad was
witnessed by local government
Jnit officials in the municipalities
sf Pangantucan and Kafitangan
as well as Cagayan de Oro and
religious - leaders Jed by Bishop
Felixberto Calang.

From there Natividad was im-
mediately brought to Kalilangan
Municipal Police Station for de-
riefing and will then be sent to
‘e provincial command of Police
*rovincial Office in Bukidnon be-
ore he gets his chance to meet
¥s refatives,

Meanwhile, another NPA cap-

POLICE Officer 2 Anihony Natividad gets to hug his loved ones after more than two months in cap-
tivity by the New People’s Army in Bukldnon (Frmlan Gallardo)

tive, Private First --Class- Erwzn- R-.
Salan of the Army’s 30th Infan-
try Battefion {30th IB) is also
set to be released anytime by
the rebels.

The family of the abducted
soldier was happy as well as Lt.
Col. Rico Amaro, commanding
officer of the 30th IB when they
learned about Salans imminent
release.

i -Salan-was-abducted by some

15 armed NPAs while conduct-
ing forest clean up drive togeth-
er with youth volunteers within
the vicinity of Lumondo Falls, in
Barangay Budlingin, Alegria, Su-
rigac del Norte fast January 29.

Ka Oto, spokesperson of the
guerilla-Front Committee 16 of
the CPP-NPA Northeastern Min-
danao Regional Comiittee said

they will releaseSalan anytime. -

The Front 16 Committee
spokesman said their tactical
operations against government
forces have been halted since
last Tuesday noon until midnight
of May 5 in the municipalities of
Placer, Tubod, Bacuag, Alegria,
Gigaguit and Claver, all in Surigao
del Notte to pave the way for the
safe release of PFC, Salan.
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ssifen Pahina.

ang’

tehiyon ng Mindanao, ;...
- Konumpirma kishapon -
 pulisya ang paglabani.
2. Anthony Natividad.
ra hinthag ng New Pep-
nle’s Azmy nitong Pebre- -
9:sa bayan'ng Talakag

+| 52 Bukidrion province.

an pang :

& militer ng panianabo-
-tahe’sa’paglaya ng ‘parak
"‘iaﬁﬂ_'fﬁ}’ﬁwz-ﬁmmcng_;_i_
‘gil g Toga sindalo ‘ang
“kanilang' -atake' sa ‘ripa
‘rebélde; Dapat umano ‘ay
. mas maaga pang napaka
-Wwalan si Natividad, ;="
o Kimakailan lam

‘INadakyp: g.{dalawa;‘

haparchong ‘miyembro (
g 39th Infantry Battalion ¢

oong Pebroro 2.

l
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: ‘I_m not sure 1f
cantmue ito “seek - ou Irus:--j
© time,” Edita said, citing sto-
ries .of Mr Puterte . keepmg---.
his VIP visitors, even :‘rela- .
tives of favored senators it
wamng .
S “How much more thosei.
. who azentfavored hke €
- said Edita. :
: She sa:d she behevedii'
_armed forces chief Gen. Ed-
. uatdo Ano ‘is already so an- -
g{y at me L :

S_earch 61 JuSthE S
“Tf we don’t hold perp
tors to acc_ount then what WIH:

c1dos “(Disappeared).; and
mother-of abducted student”
Katen Empeiio, also a victim

of . forced. disappearance.. .

;—-WiTH A REPORT FROM. PHILIP . i
TusezA INQ R - '845.9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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“Mter ﬂlree 'ealmes a,nti a'_ :
_;decadej let t}us be ) t;estament that - "\annnal
o AN --.Bel_nwgen”"' ‘

“The grogp singled’out Ano, one” "t D washelind ¢ o :
of the’ mititary, officials linked to the: abdu{twn of her scm L “Buf with these military offmlals _contmaeto hmmd theni; mthﬂlama :
the disappearaticé of Burgos on - Bal laga waﬁ tagged as the o in ‘power, . anc_i_whtle ‘the ml_htary- “of justice,”- Empefio said. : L
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offered to help the Duterte admi e .
problem w1th_Abu Sayyaf bancht  sibility that the atterpt of

; Abu_Sayyaf to kidnap touri
: 8 _

Abt t Sayyaf bandits involves

w1limg ‘to share mformatxon
' overnment assets who pin-"

on the mvolvement of some

: apping has ‘become:

- “Police and’ m111tary action- business b bu (
agamst Abu Sayyaf bandits “viclims, particulacly foragners, be h1tt1ng two. - eged collusmn
will not address kidnapping. “pay ransom for the release of one stone - taking hostages “Sayyaf with som people i
uniess their protectors are ex- . theirrelatives, Theransomruns - for ransom and at the same ':government
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days before the remaining
asts will be arrested.

*"Senior ‘Supt. Felipe. Na idad,
Bohol Provincial Police’ Ofﬁce direc-

tor, said the remaining’ ASG mem-

bers are already tired and'Hungry:-
and no longer have the leadership -
and. gunde to traverse the: terram of e

measures in’ possrble e
the prcvmce e

‘Natividad said there ‘were re- .
poris ‘of armed men ‘knocking ‘on -

| doors of houses in Clarin-asking
for.food and clothing -but these
reports have not been confirmed,

- and, Clarm

T 'Tub;gon in search for three re- N
maining rebefs identified as & cer-
tain “Alyas Asis Kaifar Sawadjaan,”
"3 certain “Alyas Um Ammra alka.

Alyas Abu Omar,” and a cer‘cam “Ai

.- Police: Reglonai Ofﬁce 7 D;rec~

tor Nali Talifio earlier:said that:the .|
rebels who survived the Inabanga .
ncounters were..al-.

“said it'is ‘taking “tepofts of ‘Abu’

Sayyaf sightings in Cebu with .a-

grain‘of Salt because these could

government’s .attention - from -Bo-

just be the rebels’ tactic to divert:

hol. (Mars W, Mosqt_zedaf :_Jr.) "
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' Maiacanang

| signified ou

erit’, greater peace; progress and:
4 Du’certe main-;

”Regardmg marmme I1m1~
tation, we agreed to conclirde
the EEZ agreemienit ratifica-
tion this year and encourage.

txon,” Widodo said.
. “Inhis speech;. Duter’ce aiso
acknowledged__the Philip-
pines” and Indonesta’s close to
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10 years later, search for Jonas Burgos continues

By:Carmela Fonbuena
Protesters decry the promotion of Armed Forces chief General Eduardo Afio, but he is
adamant he never knew Jonas BuUrges

it -0

MANILA, Philippines — Protesters wearing Jonas Burgos masks on Friday, April 28,
troaped to the military headguarters in Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City to bring a
message right at the doorstep of Armed Forces chief of staff General Eduardo Ano.

“General Eduarde Afio at (and) AFP, ilitaw si (surface) Jonas Burgos," read a banner
signed by rights group Karapatan and Desaparecidos.

It's the 10th vear since the abduction of Burgos from the Ever Gotesco mall in the same
city by alleged military intelligence agents, one of whom was positively identified by a

withess.
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“It has been 10 years and Jonas Burgos is still missing. Though cases have been filed,
perpetrators have remained unpunished. From the Arroyo regime to the current
administration, the disappearance of Jonas remains a continuing proof of the climate of
impunity in our country,” said Jigs Clamor, Karapatan deputy secretary-general.

The guest for justice by the Burgos family is a reminder, according to Karapatanh, of
"nrevalent injustice and lack of accountability of state security forces responsible for rights

abuses and government negligence.”

ARo: | do not know Jonas Burgos

Afo was back then the chief of the Philippine Army's Intelligence Service Group (ISG). He
was among those tagged by the family as responsible for the disappearance of Burgos,
the son of one of the country's icons of press freedom.

"Afio headed the Army Intelligence Security Group in 2007, and is mainty responsible for
the huni-down operations that ied to the enforced disappearance of Jonas. We deplore
the appointment of Afo, whose track record is lined with human rights vioiations in the
course of his rise in the military ranks,” said Carol Araullo of progressive group Bayan.

It's a tag that Aho laments to this day. "While | commiserate with Mrs. Burgos, they should
accept the truth that | was not in any way involved in the disappearance of Jonas Burgos
and in any of their ailegations. | do not even know him," Afio told Rappler.
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For years, Mrs. Edita Burgos tried to block Afio's promoticn, but to no avail. He climbed
the military hierarchy — becoming chief of the Intelligence Service of the AFP (ISAFP),
commanding general of the 10th Infantry Division, and head of the Army before his

appointment as chief of the entire military.

Military's desperation

An investigative report published in 2007 by now Rappler managing editor Glenda Gloria
showed the military's fingerprints all over the disappearance of Burgos, who was a

communist leader in Bulacan.

"That he’s a rebel doesn’t make his abduction right — using brute force off the battlefield
and inside a mall, under the full glare of oniookers. That he's a rebel — and still missing -
illustrates the lengths to which desperate people would go to crush a stubborn rebellion
knocking at the doors of Metro Manila,” wrote Gloria, a longtime observer of the Philippine

military.

He was abducted at a time when the military notoricus for alleged extrajudicial killings of
political activists, under the notorious counter-insurgency campaign Oplan Bantay Laya.

Charges were filed against several military officers, including Afo, but most have since
been dropped.

"In all investigations conducted by PNP, NBI and CHR, my name was never mentioned. It
was surprising that | was included in the complaint in 201 1. These communist militants
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have been living on their own world and they would only accept their own version of the

truth,” Ano said.

What remains is a case against - e aETS FET b + of the military’s 56th
infantry Battalion, the unit that then respons bie for the area where Burgos allegedly

operated in the province.

The military said it is cooperating fully with the courts hearing the case. "The armed forces
is fully cooperatmg with the courts on the matter of this case. But | cannot comment on it
further since the case is already being tried and the matter is subjudice,” said military

spokesperson Brigadier General Restituto Padilla.

The case of Burgos is a rare instance of enforced disappearance that was able to
specifically identify alleged perpetrators. The courts have been slow, but the search for

justice continues, — Rappler.com
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(Update) Chinese naval flotilla to drop anchor in Davao City
From the Philippine News Agency

With the warming of ties between the Philippines and the People's Republic of China, three
Chinese naval vessels will arrive for a three-day goodwill visit at the Sasa Wharf in Davao

City from April 30 to May 2.

Naval Forces Eastern Mindanao public affairs office chief Lt. Jetmark Marcos said the three
ships are from the China People’s Liberation Army (PLA} Navy Task Group 150.

They are the Chang Chun (DDG-150), a guided missile destroyer; the Jin Zhou (FF-G532), a
guided missile frigate; and the Chao Hu (890), a replenishment ship.

The customary welcome ceremony and port briefing will be conducted upon the arrival of the
Chinese ships at Sasa Wharf.

The meeting point procedure will be held at a vicinity north of Davao Guif.

The flotilla will be headed by Rear Adm. Shen Hao, Deputy Commander of the East Sea Fleet
of the PLA Navy and concurrent Commander-in-Chief of the PLA Navy Task Group 150.
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AFP, MMC Foundation renews medical partnership
From the Philiopine News Agency

AFP, MMC Foundation renews medical partnership

To ensure that active-duty soldiers get the best health care possible, the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) has formally renewed its partnership with the Makat! Medical Center (MMC)

Foundation for the second time around.

Renewal took place fast April 25 along with the subseguent memorandum of agreement
(MOA) signing ceremonies participated by MMC Foundation chair Manuel "Manny" Pangilinan

and AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Afo.

Signing took place at AFP general headguarters in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

Through its Health Heroes Program, the MMC Heaith Services department agreed to help
coordinate and facilitate the health management and care of the qualified AFP officers and

enlisted personnel.

This means that soldiers can now have access anew (o the best health care facilities in all 21
AFP partner hospitals throughout the couniry, military public affairs office chief Col. Edgard

Arevaio said in a statement.

This flagship program is a renewal and expansion of the MOA signed by the AFP, AFP
Medical Center, and MMC Foundation last June 18, 2013, providing for the organizational

strengthening of the above-mentioned medical facility.

it was also renewed for the first time on Sept. 10, 2015, providing for an expansion of the
Private Public Partnership program for organizational strengthening in an additional 19 AFP

hospitals and military medical treatment facilities.

The pact will allow MMC to share its technical resources and open their hospital facilities to
training, coaching, workshops, conferences, and mentoring sessions free to all AFP and
partner military hospitals resident doctors and management staff.

This also means that through their partner hospitals, MMC Foundation will give or donate
more hospital equipment, beds, supplies and fixtures to improve all military hospitals

throughout the country.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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DND always open to visits by foreign navies
From the Philippine News Agency

R

DND always open to visits by foreign navies

The Department of National Defense (DND) is always open to goodwill visits by foreign

navies.

This was stated by DND public affairs office chief Arsenic Andolong Friday when sought for a~

comment on the three-day goodwill visit of three ships from China People's Liberation Army
(PLA) Navy Task Group 150 in Sasa Wharf, Davao City on April 30 to May 2.

"The DND is always open to goodwill visits to our country by foreign navies. Just like the US,
Vietnam, Russia, and New Zealand, we welcome China's initiative to visit our country. Aside
from it being a confidence building activity, we'd iike to assume that it is a gesture on their

part to underscore the warming relations between our countries,” he said.

When asked to comment on the fact the visit will happen on President Rodrigo Duterte's
home town, Andolong stressed that it is always the option of the visiting naval force to visit

any port they choose.

"They have the option to visit any port which is convenient for them. | don't want to assume
anything beyond that. Perhaps the crew wants to see what Davao is like," he added.

The three visiting Chinese ships are the Chang Chun (DDG-150), a guided missile destroyer;
Jin Zhou {(FF-G532), a guided missile frigate; and, Chao Hu (890), a replenishment ship.

The customary welcome ceremony and port briefing will be conducted upon arrival of the
Chinese ships at Sasa Whart.

The meeting point procedure wili be held at a vicinity north of Davao Gulf.

The flotilla is headed by Rear Admiral ShenHao, the Deputy Commander of the East Sea
Fleet of the PLA Navy and concurrent Commander in Chief of the PLLA Navy Task Group

150.
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AFP, MMC Foundation renews medical partnership

To ensure that active-duty soldiers get the best health care possible, the Armed Forces ofthe

“Philippines (AFP) has formally renewed its partnership with the Makati Medical Center (MMC)
Foundation for the second time around.

Renewal took place last April 25 along with the subsequent memorandum of agreement
(MOA) signing ceremonies participated by MMC Foundation chair Manue! "Manny" Pangilinan
and AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo Ano.

Signing took place at AFP general headquarters in Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City.

Through its Health Heroes Program, the MMC Health Services department agreed to help
coordinate and facilitate the health management and care of the qualified AFP officers and

enlisted personnel.

This means that soldiers can now have access anew to the best health care facilities in all 21
AFP partner hospitals throughout the country, military public affairs office chief Col. Edgard
Arevalo said in a statement.

This flagship program is a renewal and expansion of the MOA signed by the AFP, AFP

Medical Center, and MMC Foundation last June 19, 2013, providing for the organizational
strengthening of the above-mentioned medical facility.

It was also renewed for the first time on Sept. 10, 2015, providing for an expansion of the
Private Public Partnership program for organizational strengthening in an additional 19 AFP

hospitals and military medical treatment facilities.

The pact will allow MMC to share its technical resources and open their hospital facilities to
training, coaching, workshops, conferences, and mentoring sessions free to all AFP and
partner military hospitals resident doctors and management staff.

This also means that through their partner hospitals, MMC Foundation will give or donate
more hospital equipment, beds, supplies and fixtures to improve all military hospitals

throughout the country. (PFN/PNA)
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'Balikatan' to center on landing supplies for 'typhoon-
battered' Aurora

MANILA, April 28 - In keeping with this year's focus on humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief (HADR) exercises, the "Balikatan" naval maneuvers on May 8-19 will center on bringing
aid to a "typhoon-devastated” Casiguran, Aurora province, spokesperson Maj. Frank Sayson

said Friday.

These Civil-Military Activities from the Sea (CMA-S) will be carried out by naval units of the
Philippine Navy, Coast Guard and US Navy.

"Our ships with the US and the Philippine Coast Guard will navigate from Subic Bay and will
pass through Zambales, Isabela (waters) and then proceed to Casiguran, Aurora to conduct
civil assistance coming from the sea, based on the scenaric that all entry points in extreme

Northern Luzon are blocked due to a strong typhoon,” Sayson told the Philippine News
Agency (PNA) in an interview.

The culminating event for the CMA-S drills is the landing of relief items and supplies in
Casiguran on May 15.

The event wili be witnessed by members of the media and distinguished personalities, he
added.

" cannot tell you yet how many assets will be committed by the participants but definitely, the
Armed Forces of the Philippines will be fielding many for this activity,” Sayson said.

(PEN/PNA)
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Chinese Navy vessels to dock in Davao City for goodwill visit

By: Frances Mangosing

Three Chinese Navy vessels will be in the Philippines for a goodwill visit from Sundé& {April 3(‘}).,”’[.5
Wednesday (May 3), the Eastern Mindanao Command (EastMinCom) said in a new advisory issued on

Friday.

The vessels will dock at Sasa Wharf in Davao City, the hometown of President Rodrigo Duterte.

The three vessels are Chang Chun (DDG 150), a guided missile destroyer; Kin Zhou (FFG 532), a
guided missile frigate; and Chao Hu (890), a replenishment ship.

The flotilla will be headed by Rear Adm. Shen Hao, the deputy commander of the East Sea Flest of the
Peopie Liberation Army (PLA) Navy and the concurrent commander-in-chief of the PLA Navy Task

Group 150.
A welcome ceremony and a port briefing will be conducted on the arrival of the vesseis.

Director Arsenio Andolong, spokesperson of the Department of National Defense, said visit of the
vessels could mean a gesture of China to highlight warming ties with the Philippines..

“The DND is always open io goodwill visits to our country by foreign navies,” Andolong said. “Just like
the US, Vietnam, Russia and New Zealand, we welcome China’a initiative to visit our country.”

Asked for comment about the choice of port of visit, as most foreign visiting navies dock in Manila or
Subic, Andolong said that China has the option to dock at any port convenient for them.

“| dont't want to assume anything beyond that,” he said. "Perhaps the crew wants 1o see what Davao is
like.”

It is not clear whether President Rodrigo Duterte will visit the Chinese ships. During the visit of Russian
vessels twice this year, the President toured the ships in an atiempt to seek closer relations with

Moscow.
When Duterte assumed office in 2016, he distanced himself from the United States, the Philippines’

traditional ally, and moved closer to its rivals China and Russia.

| ast month, he said he would invite a Chinese naval ship to visit the country. /atm
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Zamboanga City mayor nakiusap sa publiko na tumulong sa laban vs ASG

‘Pusted By Bombo Marilyn Delos Sanieson

ZAMBOANGA CITY — Umaapela ng tulong sa publiko si Zamboanga City Mayor Maria
Isabelle Climaco sa mga miyembro ng kapulisan o militar at iba pang mga “persons in
authority” kontra sa may posibleng may link o nagbibigay ng suporta sa grupo ng teroristang

Abu Sayyaf at sa iba pang mga armadong grupo.

Ang pahayag ni Climaco ay kasunod sa napabalitang tangkang pag-rescue sana ng isang
police official sa mga miyembro ng Abu Syayaf sa kasagsagan ng pagtugis sa mga ito ng

tropa ng pamahalaan sa Bohol.

Nagpahayag din ito ng pagkadismaya sa nasabing insidente at umaasa ang lubos na
katapatan ng mga otoridad sa lungsod upang maiwasan na magawa ng Abu Sayyafang
kanilang masamang plano sa lungsod.

Sinabi ni Climaco na sa pamamagitan ng pagbibigay ng mga importanteng impormasyon ay
malaking tulong na ito na mapanagot ang mga tiwaling ospisyal kung mayroon man.
Inihayag ng lady mayor na ang “loyalty” ng mga miyembro ng kapulisan ay kailangan
magsisimula sa kanilang city director.

“Loyalty to the republic has to start from the City Director down to the lowest rank n the
police and it will require a lot of intelligence gathering on the ground in order to determine
loyalty to service.”

Ang Zamboanga City ay isa sa mga lugar sa Western Mindanao na nagiging target ng mga

armadong grupo kung saan ay marami na ring mga kasapi ng Abu Sayyaf ang naaresto rito
at ilang insidente na rin ng krimen ang nangyari katulad na lamang ng pagpapasabog ng

bomba.
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Balikatan benefits Ormoc City children, community

Photo By Staff Sgt. Peter Reft | The Honorable Richard Gomez, mayor of Ormoc City, speaks with
U.S. Air Force engineers during a groundbreaking ceremony for Balikatan 201 7 in Ormoc City, Leyte,
April 25, 2017. Leaders from the Armed Forces of the Philippines, U.S. mifitary, and Ormoc City
gathered to commemorate the beginning of engineering projects for new classrooms at Margen
Elementary School in Ormoc City. Balikatan is an annual U.S.-Philippine military bilateral exercise

focused on a variety of missions, including humanitarian assistance and disaster relief and
counterterrorism. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

ORMOC CITY, Leyte - The only things shining brighter than a clear-sky sun for residents were the
eyes and smiles of children as they mingled with Philippine Soidiers and U.S. military engineers
during groundbreaking ceremonies at the Don Carlos Elementary School and Margen Elementary

School, here, April 25, 2017.

L eaders from the U.S. military, Philippine Army, and Ormoc City conducted the ceremonies to kick off
engineering civic action programs that will give students new classrooms.

"What we're doing here now is building classes, social. and civic activities, and I'm very happy that
the visiting forces are here together with us now, said the Honorable Richard Gomez, Ormoc City
mayor. “This is a wonderful event and we're very grateful Balikatan is happening here in Ormoc City.".

The classroem construction projects are possible thanks to the combined efforts of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines and U.S. military engineers.

"Balikatan is a Tagalog word meaning ‘shoulder-io-shoulder,” and it is the spirit of cooperation,” said
Philippine Soldier Col. Lowel R. Tan, deputy commander of the 802nd Infantry Brigade, 8th Infantry
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More than 40 engineers fram the AFP, U.S. military, and Australian Army will work shoulder-fo-
shoulder to build Margen Elementary a new classroom which will increase the school's capacity by

approximately 100 students.

"This is all humanitarian service where we can foster and build relationships with the Philippine
forces, and we can teach each other new things in order to buiid this classroom for Ormoc,” said U.S.
Air Force Maj. Scott Kelly, site commander at Margen Elementary School. "The cross cultural and

technical skills learning we get during Balikatan is unmatched.”

The leaming experience between Balikatan participants will go a long way to enhance future
hurmanitarian assistance efforts. These projects also benefit the children of Ormoc City.

"We are so grateful to have the building for our children because they will have 8 more comforiable
classroom, and we can see their eagerness in coming to school because of it," said Maria Nedalo, a

teacher at Margen Elementary School.

www,sunstar.com.ph
Movement of 3 Abu Sayyaf members ‘monitored’

And then there were three. Even though the military has admitted that looking for the three remaining Abu
Sayyaf members in Bohol is like "looking for a needle in a haystack,"” getting out of the island has proven
difficult for the bandits with almost everyone on the fookout for them. (SunStar Foto/Alan Tangcawa n)

SEARCHING for the three remaining Abu Sayyaf members is like looking for a "needie in a haystack.”

This was how Capt. Jojo Mascarifias, spokesperson of the 302nd Brigade of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, described the manhunt in Bohol for Asis, Abu Omar or Saad and Ubayda after they discovered

that the three are looking for ways to escape, individually.

"It was much easier if we are hunting a group because we can isolate them from the community, But with this,
we are fooking for three separate persons and our troops will have a hard time,” Mascarifias toid SunStar Cebu

in a phone interview.

The military official said that the three may have already discarded their only firearm so they can approach
residents in far-flung sitios in Inabanga and Ciarin for help.

Fact from fiction
Recently, a man suspected of being Ubayda asked a farmer for food in Buenos Aires, Tubigon. Mascarifias
also appealed to the public to only provide firsthand information and not hearsay.

“It's hard for us to segregate true information from a bogus one because of the influx of reports. Our troops go
from one town to another to verify. Just imagine if only a few are positive and the rest are negative and just

rumors,” he said.
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Mascarifias szid residents can conduct a citizen's arrest if they're sure they're dealing with an Abu Sayyaf
member after authorities plastered posters with the three men's pictures all over the island.

"But be careful," he added.

Authorities continue o monitor the bandits” movement. Two of theri were Sighted on'board @ Bug from Taliben

to Trinidad last Tuesday afternoon.

Positively identified
Bohoi Provincial Police Office Director Senior Supt. Felipe Natividad said they're encouraging bus liners in
Bohol to put up the posters with the Abu Sayyaf men's pictures inside their vehicles.

"“We are receiving reports. We're talking to the conductors, the drivers and there are a ot of people helping us
now so it will take us time to verify all of the information,” he said.

Natividad said the bandits are having a hard time blending in with the community. "They are not being
supported by the people. They're all angry at them, even the Muslims in Bohol. They don’t consider the Abu

Sayyaf as Muslims because Muslims are good people,” Natividad said.

According to the Military Intefligence Group {MIG) 7, Asis and Abu Omar were recognized when they rode a
bus last Tuesday. The conductor, the inspector and the driver confirmed their identities through a poster at the

Talibon Bus Terminal.

The Coast Guard and local police have been coordinating after the two men reportedly got off in Trinidad.

Assurance Police have set up a checkpoint in the town, while the Coast Guard is checking departing ferry
passengers.

According to the latest update from the Special Investigation Task Group-Bohol (SITG), two of the Abu Sayyaf
members were sighted in Barangay Buntod last Thursday night, while the other one was spotted in Barangay

Cantuyok yesterday morning.

Both barangays are in Clarin. Natividad said they are verifying information that an Anthony "Tony" Yosup,
allegedly Melloria's contact, got on board a boat in Cagayan de Oro and sailed to Jagna, Bohoi.

"There are many names that are cropping up. There's a certain Alden Yosup, there's an Anthony and then
there's a Saad. We are still verifying the information,” he said.

Natividad assured the public that the remaining three Abu Sayyaf members in Bohol will find it difficult getting
out of the isiand.

"The stragglers are still in Bohol, unable 1o escape, tired and in hiding while possibly waiting for or arranging
rescue efforts,” the SITG-Bohol said.
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Duterte's military operations kill 162 militants including pirate leader since 2016

The Philippine government's Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has announced that a total of 162 Abu :

Sayyaf Group (ASG) fighters. including & leader of its piracy.wing, have.been killed as-a result of the
"search and destroy” military policy campaign of the Duterte government, started in 2016.

Among those killed last week was Commander Muamar Askaii, aisc known as Commander Marwan. an Abu Sayyaf
sub leader known for his maritime piracy and kidnapping Western tourists, Malaysian sailors and Indonesian traders
in the Southern Philippine border. Marwan, along with 10 other heavily armed militanis, sailed off from Southern
Philippines to its central region to reportedly disturb the ASEAN summit held this week.

Response to failed talks

The military offensive commenced in July 2016 after a failed proposed peace diafogue between the ASG leaders
and the Duterte camp. Since assuming presidency, Duterte has frequented Sulu and Basilan, the cradle of the ASG,
to send a diplomatic message 1o the fighters to release the Canadian and Norwegian hostages but the ASG
beheaded two Canadian captives defying the president's call. The ongoing fierce battle aiso costed the lives of 29

foot soldiers. most of whom were victims of ambush attacks of the ASG.

Before the military offensives, Duterte had appealed {o the ASG that the war in Basilan and Sulu is a futiie exercise,

Moreover, he urged the militants to stop the war for the sake of the children of the provinces. But Duterte’s message
fell on deaf ears and as a resuit of the dialogue deadiock, the leader sent 10,000 highly trained scout rangers and

battle-tested marine soidiers to wipe out the ASG,

Despite the heavy casualties suffered by the ASG, it still managed to hold 23 hostages - five Filipinos and
18 foreigners. inciuding a Japanese and few Europeans.

Many residents in the Southern Philippines were surprised about how ASG could intensify their kidnapping activity
despite the heavy military pressure. The militant group has been using the Philippine-Malaysia border to prey on
their prospective kidnap victims because of the long coastiine that makes it hard for marine security authorities 1o

patrol the coean.

The ASG raked in at least USD 10m in their 'kidnap for ransom’ since 2012 and reportediy used some of the
ransom money to bribe village officials, community residents and politicians to mislead military soldiers to

run after them.

Focus on Asean maritime security
Duterte alsg announced that if would like to collaborate with Malaysia and Indonesia to form a more

intensive security plan in the border, ASEAN maritime security will also be among the priority topics to be
discussed in the ASEAN summit to be held in Manila from April 26-29, 2017

While the ASG remains a security threat to the Philippine-Malaysia border, the Philippine government is no longer

relying on military offensive but it is also exploring the use of development efforts to stop terrorism and soon it wiil
collaborate with her two neighboring countries (indonesia and Malfaysia) to prevent piracy and kidnapping activites

in the border.
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