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“Lacson ‘asked Faeldon -dur-.
mg the ‘Senate’ ‘Hearing on Mon-
: -i_: day, _whether the tara or pay-- _

abnut Faeldon” but’ about “ho
- the drugs were able to:get out of
_ _-Customs " _WITH REPORTS “PROM
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saring if he was ready to-submit a
resipnation letter to the ’Pxes‘@}c{i_ent,_ Faeldon

said he would not resign ashe s a soldier

on still enjoys |
confidence of th

hi

Faeldon and 4old him to fo

cus on serving the country,”

- Faeldon was'called to

Malacafiang yesterday after-
noon while he was attending
~a:Hotise of Representatives:
piobe on the entry into the
country from China of billions
worth of shabu throu gh the
Port'of Manila: < - el
T Tumito Page?

g Senat

the trust

1 on the sidelines of the
probe on Monday, Faeldon said
trged the Presideint fo conducta

he ha

ongressional investigation go-
ducted first," Guevarrasaid.

v Duiterte’s suramon; g-Faeldon was

apparently triggered by revelations that.

supposed printing machines i_contaéning'--

~some 600 kilos of shabu'went throug

BOCs greenlane, reseryed for least suspic:

- clous inbound shipments, in May. Sectirity -

chécks on red and vellow lanes are stricter :
The drug shipment - was ‘eventually
found in'a warehouse in Valenzitela City.
The discovery prompted lawmakers {o -
initiate investigations and called for the
resignation of Faeldon, a former soldier. -
- Based on theirtestimonies at the Houge
hearing yesterday, it appeared that Cus:
foms officials were not very familiar with
the law and the rules on illegal drugs.

. : " { ) §' 5!
y i
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1:9110__ :
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goOto ourt and. get
* 4 gearch Warran’t,

he addet, ‘of Matiila, said that she was not aware. of
odn callmg for any request from Faeldon )
'Paeldon g resagnm S o -W1th Iess sz

tHon, Barbers said
the Customs chie
“has embarrasaed
- Dutette by jetting
. 4he P64~ billion
Arug shipment Bet
“past the Manila
port.”
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B ‘militar nitong Lune
Cang’ tlong pi aghlhmalaang
" miyembrong New People’s Arnty
(NPA) sa Maasim, Sarangani.. i
v Tinukoy i Supt. Retmeo Galgo, - ng: Phlhppme Army ang: mga inalaman ng rnga suspek sa
g regmnai police spokespersory, ang - suspeksa safehouseng mga itosa +. paunuinogsamgapampasaherong
: -mgamarestonasana]o;o Bulahing, -Bara:nga} Rablacan, Maagim, . bus, van at heavy equipment
alyas'Bunso’; Yasmin Atong, - . Tnarestoisi Buiahmg sa bisa -imatapc:s umanong sumablay ang
_'_aIyaerab at -Raymond Damo-“-f_-'ng ‘arrest wartant sa; kasong 5 agba ayad ngtax ‘sa
calyas Tata; na. AUMANO. ¥ I ga -__-pagpata_, e .

“sryembrong NPA GuerillaFront .~ Nakumpisk 253 mga
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‘of construction firm in Negros

NEW People’s Aty rebels on Sunday buzned
heavy equipment of & construction firm in Siaton
town, Negros Otiental, hampering the constrac-
don of & farm-to-market toad in the town, the
military reported yesterday.

Extortion is seen as behind the burning
of a backhoe and a payloader of the Medalla
Construction Company, said Capt. Eduardo
Precioso, spokesman of the Army’s 3rd Infantry

' eqmpment S ES RS cion; Pl s tationgand

_The communist rebels are known to butn

bus firms that do not give in to their demand
for “revolutionary tax,” a euphemism for

extortion money.

Preciose said the construction COMPAIy has
been in the area for several years nOW, “support-
ing the construction of vatious farm-to-market
road projects in the area that would cater to
several barangays and thus help improve their
econoric weli-being” _

Precioso said several NPA rebels, on board
¢hree motorcycles, swooped down on Barangay
Caticugan at around 1 am. last Sunday and
rorched the heavy equipment. They shouted

sMabuhay.ang NPA (Long live the NPA)” be-

fore withdrawing, he also said citing ‘qecounts™
of witnesses. — Victor Reyes
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Bulletr v
_ 7 Aying said that the NPA took ac-
" yvantage of the ongoing ‘war'in Mind-*
< anaoto step up atrocities againstboth
o government and civitians oth:

eyeing the retu
ions currently ass

Aying assured that four &
talions still oversee Negros:

 originally based in Guihuingan City, - Infantry Battalion (62 IB), the 79th |
" Negros Otiental province. and 82nd - Infantry. Batialion (79 1B) and ‘the’

“Infantry ‘Battalion' (82 AB) ongmaliv “too Negros T
based in Miag-ao town, Tloilo pr vince . talions.

Island: *Geogfaphic ‘Bat- .

: - Aying reite -ated ‘the call to'local

* Maute terrorist group. o o _'-ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁiﬁesﬁwf-hélpr=fh¢-5-3fmy'.siﬁZ.‘ - |

e “Ttwill be better if they can come " telligence gathering -and report any
back soonest,” Aying told The Manila "_'.suspicious,activities, e e
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hist New People’s Anﬁy (NPA) B

owned :up to the ‘ambush that':-.
kﬂled Six pohcemen and a civil- gun

_.'}uiyzl His secuntyalde Mlchaei i
jambalos, was killed while:the"
‘councilor and his driver were

Wounded inthatattack.

‘Supt. Arnel Arpon Guz.hui— ;

ngan police chief, led a team to

the area after Dela Rita soaght .

their help.
NPA rehels, however am-

bushed the policemen, killing Ar-

pon and five othets, and wound-

ple's dernand forjustice on sup n
posed abuses committed by the: -
poilce and Guihu]ngan Loun-

Offu:er 2 ‘Mecasio Tabilon,:SPO1

e' attack: Were SemorPohce

Jesael Ancheta, SPO2 Chavic

0O4]
: The: rebels aiso ‘setzed,

“firearms and bullets from the

slain pohcemen Among these

‘were nine assault rifles, ezght’_

pxstols and more. than 1,000
rounds of bullets. e

President Duterte scrapped
the peace negotiations with the
National Democratic Front of
the ‘Philippines foHowmg the;}
Guihdlngan ambush. ING '

{0

—
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STRENGTHENED SECURI
“designed as a light afmoredvehicle for low proﬁle mtema%

the bayside Cultural Ceénterof the Philippines cornp herethe
“held starting Wednesday Norman Cruz ' :

JL

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpe.army2012@gmail.com -T
Army Core Purpose. Serving the people. Securing the land.

el no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5283, 5285




Army Vision: By 2028, & worig-class Army thal is & source of nationa! pridle
il.com = Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

' DEFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: vacpa.army2di2@gma
i

2

+ Pahina.

7 Avgust 2017

nd my sincerest condolences to tf
for. _f_:he liberation of Marawi. -

28 penLng message
“the unw _veringﬂmmmitmgr}it-@f--theﬁprivaie secto
gentiine grafitude to the heroes through helping their families get through the
tragic times. “What your sons have done for this country: s truly admirable, They
are heroes of this country, and all those grieving here truly understand how much.
“this pains you. Today, we celebrate the heroic deeds they have don for this

 Marawi efforts, regularly coordinates
“support the soldiers in Marawi. :

Kapatid for Marawi o
Since the onset of the Marawi condlict, the Go Negosyo Kapatid network has
pooled together its resources and efforts in order to bring support and relief fo the
.~ soldiers in Marawi. The community has been able to send out more than 5000 care -
packages which included food. water and personal care items to the displaced
Maranaos and to the troops on the ground. o oomoo o en 0
The Kapatids have ‘also gone fhe extra mile by providing - travel and
accommodations to the families who will be traveling to Manila for the Event, ...
Beyond this event, the Kapatid community has ;ﬁr'o'ﬁi’ii"s'éa.'_bngoiﬁg assistance for
‘the soldiers and their families. The Department of Trade & Industry and The
Department of Agriculture have both expressed their intention of assisting the ——
. families through providing mentorship programs which will help the families 285 5205

OFFICE OF 1 myaximize and properly utilize their funds. S AR e
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; sugaian sun
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miga‘rebeldeng Jew People’s Army

:_'_’Phllappmes (AFP) Medical
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e
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Kasaluluyan ngayong: pinagamot imé mga \su
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entertainiment was conducted to address thestress expe-’
. rlenced by thechildren affected by the c¢onflictinthecity..

Peﬂng]ay sald the c"hﬂdren were_tempmaniy sheltezed at‘-

Wli_'h fheir

current sztuatzon and divert their attention from thestressful .
- environment to a fun. and en]oyable s1tuat1on evenfora short
ﬁ _perxod of tirne: : Ll
“We watit to take part in’ the fritiatives cf the govern—
_mentand concerned stakeholders in assuring the protection
* and welfare of the ¢ivilians who are caught in the crossfire,”
‘said Brig. Gen. Rarmro Rey, commander of the Jomt Task
Group Ranao.
-~ "Programs that beneﬁt the évicuees are currently
being implemented, manifesting the sincerity of the
government and the militaryin 11beratmg the besieged
city,” he'added. o
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-'I’HE human-rzgh_ts 'watchdog Rarapatan meanwhﬂe

“lees,” Palabay sai
"We'seriouslyg
-presente& bythe! mllxtary, andabouttherealsecurity situ-
_ationin Marawi. The Duterte administration cannotfor-
everhlde behmd the veﬂ of natmnal secunty' especm}ly -

“legal arrests and other f5rmé of human- ‘rights viclations
inflicted: agamst ‘those already. dxsplaced by the-conflict.
are proof of State terror. Such brazen dbuses ought to be
condemnedl, stopped, and their instigators brought to

justice,” she said. ReneAcostawith Marvyn X, Benaning .
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: humanitarial o :
“affected popuia‘rmn in Marawt m - on: ‘ariumber of Dccasmns-
‘congideration of the strong ‘pilateral . OF the fotal amount, $1. L SUDPRLL S
’ues beWee"'the two countnes which'-_" (about ?60 maihon) was allocated i ). tion, and hygien

B
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1 that lead to more injuries fo
the so}dzers _

allthe time to prowde theair-  PAF added needed thorough: 're atwes_a-nd friends; and -
i 'pport they need,” " said - planning as the crew would: areas oulside: Marawi City. 5o
~need :to avoid turbulence, ‘Michael Punongbayan '
mooth. flight and:  Janvic Mate
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ik :Mamfa J}mes :
| Contarytos earher reports, Abdul—-;:'
| 1ah Maute, remams salive and unhurt__;

: hen hit by bomb debris, but he
| was {uﬂy neated outssde the battle"f
; zone,’ " the sotirce said. - .
| The m;htary s stilk 1nvest1ganng‘
| “reports from escaped hostages that-
| Abdullah ‘had been killed, Armed"
{ Forces of the Phlhppmes {(AFD)
! _-spokesman Brig. Gen Rest]tuto
Padilla Jz. said. o

Abdulnapd and a few others :
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_hosmges n piaces such a8 mosques
"7 On Monday. Defense"Secretary
_Deiﬁn Lorenzana said oniy 30 1040
“terrorists-were holed up in Maraw.
- Bur Pétinglay said figures given by |
' -the Deferise chiefwere nnlyesnmates
‘More than 500 Matte terrorists
- have been killed since the fighting
- began, ‘the military claims, and a
total -of 592 firearms have been
tecovered from their lairs. - -
“"We dre getfing nearer, ‘Placesthat
need to get cleared are getting fewer,

but at a slow pace,” Petinglay said.
MOH SAADUDDIN AND
o DEMPSEY REYES
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Maute death toll now 502

EY VICTOR REYES

ELEVEN more members of

the tetrorist Maute Group were
Lilled in ¢kirmishes with govern-
ment forces on Monday, bringing
to 502 the enemy’s death tof in
the continuing armed conflict in
Maravwi City.

Capt. Jo-agn Petinglay, spokes-
woman of the military’s AFP
Western Mindanao Command and
Joint Task Force Marawi, yesterday

said the feat means troops are

~“moving closer to ridding the city
of terrarists, based on the lower

number of Maute men remaining
in the city and of buildings they

are OCCupying

Aside from the 11 new fatalities,
troops also cleared four struc-
rures occupied by the Maute last
Monday,

Petinglay szid about 50 to 70
Maute men remain in the city, o¢-
cupying some of the 500 structures

that are stll subject 1o clearing

-Operations, Permgla} said. Defense

Secretary Delfin Lorenzana -on
Monday said there are some 30 to
40 Maute remnants.

The rumber of shin govern-
ment troops remained at 114 and
45 for civilians.

Petinglay said the Mante mem-
bers continue to put up resistance
against advancing troops but the

See MAUTE» Page B3

MAUTE

more or less 500 buildings, struc-

tures still left for clearing There are

resistance is'mot as strong as it days when We are able to clear only’

~was duting the initial stage of the

. '.'..."-.'Econﬂjcf \;VhiCh StﬁIted on Ma} 23

campaign, o i
g 2 bomb expi_ ] iis forces
" out troops to hold the line. Thcy

She said the Maute planted
improvised explosive devices
{IBEDs) as part of their resistance,
“They've laid 2 lot of booby traps”
~She said the TEDs are delaying
the conclusion of the military

have to check if shere are other
IEDs that should be recovered by
our EOD (explosive ordnance dis-
posal) before they move forward,
“ she said.

As to the defeat of the enemy,
Petinglay said: “It's gering closer
but we cannot say when because
we are facing new challenges each
day... Their area continues to get
stnafler”

“We cleared only a few struc-
tares {fout) vesterday. There are

on the IEDs we see,” she said.
Inlanao del Sur Monday, police
and military operatives arrested
two suspected Maute membets
duting 2 raid ‘on their lair in Ba-
rangay Pantar in Lumbatan town.
Repc;rts from the Autorzomous

as Sailanie Asral Mamaorong, 37,
and Mama Bataza aka Mamaozong,
71, both residents of Barangay
Pantar.

Seized from them were an im-
provised Barret sniper rifle with
a defaced serial number and an
M203 rifle grenade.

The two were brought to the
CIDG-ARMM while the firearms
and ammunition were brought to
the Lanao del Sur police office. -
With Raymond Afiica

. five, sometimes 10, That acmally, e
*“depends on the enemy resistance, S e

chlonal Office identified the two
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: “They commue to lay. 1EDs
111}'}}"0\%9‘(1 axplosive: demees} there"
re a dot of buohy traps being:

tovernd.E0-before  moving.
i, our EUT) kFXiJiOSWE' ami

mspired Muslims -  they are MoNitoring he pres
Authritles meanwhile are: smd - the Islaric wmeri;s:wh' egedly
i ' ist: porious Ale

 Bised onlatest edftimaie, e
aid thiat around 70 terrorists are stil
yitting up resistance’ in downtowr

ministers' trieeting this woek, -

Philippines and: 4
: Na*menai Capital Region Pohce- 1

Natlcnal Poime," he: a(idefi
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odong,

: -hundreds of: cmhans who Were j
: ~trappedi inthe city whenﬁghtmg
erupted ‘betweei] government

forces and:the Islarnic State-in-

spired militants on May 23.

_While many fled, he was

told by his employer to stay
behind, lest he be killed by the
Maute gunmen if they saw

him. And sohe did.
Prom the rooftop of bisem-

‘ployer’s house, where he hid,
~~he once saw about 100 yOUung
2 ‘ﬁghters, aged zbout 19 and
~ younger,on the streets below,

i1 can'see them from my lo-

catlon They burned the hous-

es. 1 saw very young fighters

4 with guns,” the carpenter, who

' ternoon

b ::byasphnter L =
o oBut the fear of the Maute
gunmien Was miore intense -

than; the pam of ms woumi

togoout ofhiding.

rinning < away from.
house,” he recounted.

- Dodong said he tried very:
'hard £o" avoid bemg hit; and
just kept running. -

It was about 7 p.r. when
Dodong reached the Bangolo
Bridge, according to 1Lt. Ace
Guintibano of the Army’s 1st
Infantry Battation.

“1 felt relieved when 1 saw
the soldiers,” he said.

Dr. Samsia Dimapinto said
the carpenter was in stable
condition and might be al-
lowed to go'home 500N,

Dodong said he Wanted to

go home to Cagayan’ de Cro
City as soon as possible 10 be
reunited with his family. INQ

[ can't get out because a.

: who came to the Cl'CY towork as":.-.';iot of them are 3ust wzthm the,

_ T‘hey ‘were firmg
their guns at"me while T was -~
the

32) 845-2555 Local; 5285, 5285
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 Knodkout plavoft ang pang:
apat athuling semifindl slot.

[ g i
" Tangan ang parehong’ 5t bimga ng oS lamang sa ke anin
437 win-logs Kk da. “winner-over-the-other tule; _na puwesto ang Instrtte:
magtatagpo ang. Wreck- Tinalo ng Mega Builders  Estetico . Manila. Volley
i Balls ar Ammy Troop- ang HD " Spikess, 26-24, Masters sa"2-5 card at
ors s hag-usang laro. 26:24;15°17 saclimuation -'_-:;panf%plt i A8 '

ﬂg’}jﬂntos;ba{vat:isa '
Jethro:Opianat

£ : 1
ngunglna’ sa ‘scoring sa’|
“kanyang - kabuyang- 111
-puntos kabilang ang 107 -
“atske habang si Isaah
‘Arda ng Army ang No. 2
sablocking. . 0
~ Sa wornen's divisiof, ©
maghahasap ang top seed -
Crearnline (7-0) st no. 4 ¢
BaliPure (4-3) - sa unang
‘best-of-fhree semus match
~habang ang no. 2 Pocari
-Sweat .(5-2) at no. 3 Air
Force Lady Jet Spikers
“(5-2) ay maglatagpo sa
ilcalawang : semis match -
simula sz Sabado sa pare-
hong venue. (FCagape): -
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-’-jMaute Group or ‘their ‘sympathizers fe-
-mam in the' ctty Certamiy a big "braggmg.
i of M

ch, D pover, :
: wou}cl thenlauncha ‘massive assault”’
¢ /Evenas:the:counitry faces'this' mmost _'d ‘

cate sttuation, -evacuees ‘and -internally lis<: -
_pIaced peopie, especially children, contintie t03 A

i 'hea.tt:h and hves,

iy : V.
‘the " United.; Natmns {}hﬂdrens ‘Fund : poses

“{Unicef) and the government of Japan  adv :
. of women and children that further exacer- *

~bates ‘humanitarian crisis and’ dlsplace—.
T # Acute Malnttrition were identified and man-

= aged. Unicef promoted breastfeeding for hun-:
dreils of young children by providing breast--
feeding kits and’ sensmzauon programs for____

'which has given a grant of $8o0,000 to the
UN agency. The money, it was pointed

out, is meant to respond to the height-
ened risks of diarrhea otitbreaks and oth-"
er ‘health ‘hazards among ‘the displaced

children, families and host communities
in Marawi and surrounding areas.

meur,” Sylwander added.
“The armed conflict mMaramhas result-

edin 359,680 people displaced, with many of:
‘thér living in host commuinities or acress
the 75 evacuation centers, Over zoo,ooo chﬂ -

: g nt of Japan
for ﬂ:e generoiis support that will enableits”
‘o scale up responseto the: dlsplaced and af-_-__.f.

AlS
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jerry cans and vater ﬁﬁnﬁcauon tablet$ o

sire adequate ‘clean water fot - drmk}ng and
. -general household iise to ease samtanon con- .
i~ ditions 1 in‘evacuation’ centers: RO

+. Th UNagen -SU] urtedWater andSan~-

"V"nmmn supplemeuts ongwi 3,000 preg-;
‘nant and Jactating wornen with iton-foliciacid
“fablets. At Teast 20 children with Severe Acute

Malmutrition and 79: children with Moderate:

caregivers
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" réporters in Dumaguete Saturday.

' 'He rexterated that he is o longer cpen to peace talks thh the NPA arad challenged Jose Manef"i A
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IN GUIHULNGAN//AFP to redeploy troops

The commander of the Central Command of the Armed Forces of the Philippines has
announced that troops will soon he deploved to Guihuingan City, Negros Qriental,
foliowing the Julv 21 ambush in the area that left six policemen and a civilian dead

CentCom commander. Maj. Gen. Oscar Lactao, said the redé;::!ovment of froops to the
area will be considered soon_ likely after the normalization of the situation in Marawi
Citv. The 11th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army based in Guihuylngan City was
pulied out months back due to the conflict in Mindanao.

[ actao described the recent Guihuingan ambush as a retaiiatory attack by the New
People’s Army terrorists because of their iosses in an encounter with government troops

in San Carlos City, Negros Occidental eatlier.

It was just unfortunate that the commun ist terrorists took advantage of the pohcemen who were
just respondlng to a call for pohce assustance sn Barangay Magsaysay, Gumulngan he told -

President Rodrigo Duterte visited Guihuingan Thurstiay 1o condole with the families of the slain
police personnel, and award medals to the killed and wounded policemen. He also announced

additional battafions to besf up the mili’:ary.

Sison, the founder of the Communist Party of the Philippines, to come back to the Philippines
and fight alongside the NPA, the armed wing of the CPP. '

On Saturday, Lactac witnessed the inter-agency capability demonstration exercise
against attacks by terrorists at the seas off Dumaguete City.

in his message, Lactao said that while the military has the firspower and information when they
engage the enemy, what is most important is to have a leadership that can make things happen

“in a certain local government unit.
He lauded the leadership of Negros Oriental Gov. Roel Degamo, who for a span of four to five

months, was able to mobilize line agencies in the campaign against terrorism, which he
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helieves is a manifestation of a good, professional, and efficient leader.

| actao stressed that no matter how good the army or the police, it will not be abie to sguarely
confront the challenges of security if the leader in that area is not cooperative.

“"He pointed out that the initial response will really come from-the-community:—

It is not just a right but an obligation on the part of the citizenry to assist government o secure
our society because there could be no development without security, Lactao said.

Also present during the simulation exercise was Negros Island Region police director, Chisf
Supt. Edmund Gonzales, who confirmed the directives from higher headquarters for the army

and the police to be always vigilant and proactive.

To do this, Gonzales said they need to have a very good intefligence build up in areas
frequented by the rebels.

He added that the best armament against terrorism is intelligence to prevent and preempt plans
of the enemy, rather than reactive.
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NPA member surrenders in Agusan Sur; yields 4
firearms

A member of the New People’s Army (NPA) voluntarily surrendered to the Army’s 401st
Brigade in Barangay Awa, Prosperidad, this province at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, July 28
2017 brmqmq wath him four hrgh~p0wered firearms.

Rey Betes Vahente aka Cardmg 39 vears oid g member of Squad 1, Pui ang Bagan
Command (PBC) - 4. Southern Mindanac Regional Committee of the NPA, turned himself
in after sending surrender feelers through a relative. He turned-over an AR18, an M1

Carbine. and two US M1 Garand rifles to the 401st Brigade.

The negotiation of his surrender was made successful through the joint efforts of 23rd
infantry Battalion. Agusan del Norte Police Provincial Office and 401 st Brigade.

Valiente's decision to abandon the armed struggle was due to the hardship he
experienced. “Dili na nako makava ang kalisod sa bukid, nagsiage lang mi dagan ug
-~ yalay-pagkaon-aron-makalikay sa walay undang.nga operasyon sa. kasundalohan (I can..

-..:nglonger withstand the hardship in the mountains We are alw

food eiracimq the relentiess operatlons of the mihtarv} " he said,

“Dako akong pasalamat s& higayon nga gihatag sa kasundaiohan aron makauban nako ang
akong pamilya sa hapsay nga pamuyo ug malipayon ko nga gitrato ko nila isip usa ka igsuon (i
am very thankful to the Army for giving me a chance to live with my family peacefully, and I'm

_happy they treated me as a brother) ) added Vahenie

'“Coi Andres Centmo 401st Bnqade Commander has d:rected ‘che facthtatron Uf the reiease
of benefits due to Valienie.

"“We are now facilitating the immediate release of his benefits under the Comprehensive Local
Integration Program (CLIP). It is best for him to live in peace with his family and be counted as
a productive citizen so that he can also inspire remaining NPA members to abandon the
revolutionary movement and avail of the integration program,” he underscored. (401st Brigade,

Phil. Army/PlA-Agusan del Sur)
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Military engineers start building houses for Marawi
evacuees

The mrhtam in partnership wrth kev qovernment agencies, has started the construction
of temporary houses for the thousands of displaced families in Marawi City as part of the
early recovery and rehabilitation process. This developed even as fighting has continued

in the “battie zone” in the area.

Lt. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr., Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) chief. on
Monday said they are gradually shifting gear to help in the rehabilitation by pouring in
more troops who will undertake rehabilitation works.

“Your soid;ers ‘are willing to risk their lives not oniy to make sure that NMiarawi Citv be
free from terrorists. but also to speed up rehabilitation, so that shelters will be ready’ the

soonest possibie time.” Galvez said.

“Just as your AFP (Armed Forces of the Philippines) was empioyed as an instrument {o quel|
the rebellion of the Maute-1SiS Group that caused the destruction of Marawi, you will also find
your_sotdiers, airmen, sailors and marines at the forefront of the rehabilitation and

reconstruct;on of Maravw The AFP shail be the cata!ys’[ to the masswe efforts to revrve the c1ty

he added

The Armv's 54th Engineer Brigade, Department of Public Works and Highways-10
[(DPWH-10) and the Marawi City Engineer’s Office have started over the weekend the B
construction of two modei houses before the construction of 5,000 temporar\f shelters

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, Task Force Marawi spol\esperson on Monday said the ground works of
the relocation site started a week ago. '

DPWH-10 resident engineer Abdulracman Paunte said the modets are expected to be done
after a week of work.
"There are two modeis of houses to be constructed. First is the steel house which is has 26

square meters floor area with a dimension of 4 x 7.7 meiers and the other one is the wooden
house which is made of lumber and plywood, with the dimension of 4 x 6 meters,” Paunte said.

"“The steel house model is pre-fabricated and can accommodate three families per building.
Construction time will run up to eight days,” he added.
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The 11-hectare relocation site is located in Barangay Sagongsongan, Marawi City and is
divided into five areas.

One-thousands units of houses will be built in each area.

Paunte said each area has communal kitchens, comfort rooms and washing areas. The
slectrical lines and water pipes are already being installed by the Lanao Del Sur Electric

Company and the Loca! Water Utilities Administration.

Lt Col. Jonjie Juguilon of the 547th Engineering Battalion, said they will not only
construct the temporary shelters but also to secure civilian workers who are in the site

the entire week.

“We are here to provide all necessary needs and support we can give before, during and after
the construction of the shelters,” he said.

Juguilon said they conducted a consuitation with the local government officials and evacuees to

determine the designs of the houses.

To have a sense of ownership, Gulem said they are commissioning the evacuees as
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Dezth toll ameng local terrorists in Marawi passes 500 -

il tery

The death toll among terror:sts flqht:nq in Marawi City breached 500 on Monday, Juiv 31
after the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) reported killing 11 in separate operations

during the day.

The latest military report shows that at least 502 local terrorists, 114 government forces,
and 45 civilians have been killed in the conflict that has dragged onfor more than two

months,

The government admitted that they initially underestimated the strength of the enemy to
less than a hundred fighters. Residents who escaped spoke of up to 700 terrorists inside

the battle zone.

ﬁisc on “Mnnﬁay, ‘twe alieqeﬂ ‘members of the Maute mu n Were. arres*teﬁ ”n e 30m‘t

| An tmprewsed rﬂe and an MZOS grenade tauncher were reportediy recovered from their home

U he suspects are now Under the custody'of the policé's Criminal investigatiori'and Detection™

Group (CIDG).

The war against terrorists who pledged ellegiance to international group Islamic State (1S15)
erupted on May 23 when a military raid against ISIS emir Isnilon Hapilon forced them to

___--'-..premeturely carry oui an ettack tha‘z was. supposediy set for the first day of Ramadan May 26

The terrorists planned to seize Marawi C;ty and raise the IS!S black flag at ’{he crty hall and ’ihe
provincial capitol, according to the mifitary. A recovered video of Hapilon and the Maute
brothers also showed them planning the attack. (READ: Terror in Mindanao: The Mautes of

Marawi)

The war continues 1o rage in the city's commercial district Banggolo and adjacent barangays
Raya Madaya and Marinaut. Some of the neighboring areas also remain isolated.

Troops last week regained control of one of 3 critical bridges in the battie zone — Mapandi
Bridae - giving troops direct access fo the area.

"The eniry of our troops, equipment, iogistics will be expedited all the more because you don't
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have to go around anymore... We now have direct access to ground zero," said AFP
spokesman Brigadier General Restituto Padilla in a briefing at Malacafiang Palace on Monday.

Some 300 civilians including about a hundred hostages remain trapped in the battle zone,
according to military estimates. At least 1,724 civilians have been rescued.

The crisis has also dispiaced almost 400,000 people in the province of Lanao del Sur.

Nearly all of Marawi City's about 200,000 residents evacuated, along with residents of adjacent
towns who feared that the viclence could spill over to their areas or basic goods would not be

able to reach fhem.

The AFP said on Monday that it is already safe for residents of towns around Marawi City to go

back home.

Residents of Marawi City, however, are not yet alfowed to return even to so-called “safe areas
or villages outside the battle zone. (READ: Snipers and 1EDs: Deadly combingtion in Marawi

war zone)

The AFP said stray bullets continue to be a problem in these areas, which are also being
cleared of improvised exploséve devices, dead bodies, and disease-causing viruses.

. Rehab&%uatxon efforts have begun even as the- ciashes contmue M!mary engmeers are now

" constructing model houses that will serve as template for up to 5,000 temporary sheiters for - |

residents who lost their homes. (READ: Groundwork begins for Marawi relocation site)
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