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Marawi and the
Asian CaE iphate

motion collapse of Islamic State in Iraq :
and Syria will only exacerbate these’
problems. The movement is evolving

- arawi has mcreasmg v be-
come the focus of the world's
b attention as the street to street
ﬁghtmg enters its third month. The
conflict in the city will eventuailv
subside. However, the main concern
is whether this viclent episode is an
isolated event or only part of a longer
struggle whose historical roots is cen-
turies oid in Philippine historv.
Major global think tanks and geo-
political experts have started writing
more about the global implications
of the Marawi siege on the ongoing
worldwide jihadist movement. Here
is one part of a report from Stratfor:

“Insurgency has a long history in
_Mindanao. The isiand group is far re-

has strong geograpmc and hzstoricai

ties to a congruous region of Indonesia
and iMalaysia. And whereas the Phil-
ippines as a whole is more than 90%
Christian, about 207 of the residents
of Mindana¢ are Muslim, with many
concentrated in the provinces of Lanao

-~ dei Sur and Maguindanao, as well as
“thetisland provuwes of Ea:ﬂan, S

and T““ "’T swei The ethiic Mord Mus-
fims have resisted the state on and off
smce the colonial period, with modern
insurgencies tracing their roots back
to the 1960s. Duter te, whe was mavor
of Davao City in southeast Mindanac
for 22 vears, understands the delicate
halanre among militant groups in the
region.”

The fregmentation of the Musiim
groups and the presence of political
war lords in the Muslim regions of
Mindanao have alsc become major ob-
stacles t0 a permanent peace process.
In 2014, the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF), the strongest militant
group in Mindanao, made & peace deal
with the government of then President
Benigno Aquino. Essentially, the agree-
ment proposed the Bangsamoro Basic

. Law which would create the Bangsam-

ore autonomous region with a law-
making body, a judicial svstern and

22

into one that thrives in vacuums of au-
thority and crisis of legitimacy - both
of which describe Mindanao. It Manila
cannot manage to get a handle on the

region, it will continue to be a haven |

for radical groups.”
Southeast Asian Caliphate
The formation of a Southeast Asian

Caliphate has been the subject of °

speculation and studies ever since

Osama Bin laden made jihadism a
worldwide concern. The Islamic state |

of Southeast Asia is envisioned to
irichude the predommantlv Muslipyg e

populated areas of Malavsia, Southern

There is an insurgency movement in
all these places.

It is estimated that more than 1,000
fighters from Southeast Asia have gone’

to Syria and Iraq since 2012, While most

of them travelled to the Middle East:
specifically to join Islamist forces, some
were recruited while studving in the: ..o
Middle Bast, Many of these fighterswere -7

also veterans of conflicts in Afghanistan,
Indonesia and the Philippines.
Inittally, the Southeast Asians joined

three principal groups in Siria and

Irag - Al Qaeda, Jabat al- Nusra and
Ajnad al-Sham., However, vwith the
rise of ISIS in Svria and Irag in 2013
and the pronouncement of the Caliph-
ate in June 2014, most of the Southeast
Asian jihadist groups have shifted to
ISIS. Wiore than 60 southeast Asian
groups have pledged allegiance to al-
Baghdadi, the self proclaimed Caliph
of the Islamic Caliphate.

The recent losses in territories of
ISIS in the Middle East iz being seen
as the principal motivation for shifting
more attention to Southeast Asia. The
region’s long history of Islamic radical

militancy and the rising number of ex-

tremist groups adopting 1515 ideology
make Southeast Asia a very attractive
target. The Asian fighters are said to

“Thailand - Trdonesia ard Mindanae
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making body, a judicial system and
police force together with a substantial
share of taxes and mineral wealth. The
Philippine Congress was not able to
pass the necessary legislation.

It has been reported that because
of the failure of the MILF and the
government to conclude the agree-

.ment and the entry of ideclogical
groups like ISIS, the younger and
more radical members of established
groups, like the MILF, have begun
challenging the more moderate
policy of their leadership. The Maute
group was reportedly organized by
disaffected fighters of the MILF who
formed their own organization under
the leadership of Omarkhayam and
Abdullah Maute. The other militant
groups challenging the government
and the MILF are the Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters ( BIFF) and
the Abu Savyaf.

In the same Stratfor report, here is
another excerpt on the Maute group.”

“In2015; the Maute group declared
its aliegiance to the Islamic state. And

srrhedslamic State'srise has-only-comqo. S
Yourng Writers Hatigoul for Kids

plicated Mindanao’s situation by pro-
viding a fresh rallying point. Foreign
fighters ~ a number of whom appear
t¢ be participating in the Marawa City
fight, according to the Philippine mili-
tary ~ have buoyed the Maute group.
The Islamic State in Syria also man-
aged to make numerous small trans-

“fersof monev-to the Maute fightersin -
Marawi via Malevsidn-intermediary -

Dr. Mahmud bin ahmad. The slow

25

target. The ASian Hghters afe saidto™

be coming back to their homelands to
continue their fight for a caliphate in
this part of the world.

In Islamic tradition, a caliphate is
& territory under the leadership of an
Islamic steward known as the Caliph,
& person considered a religious succes-
sor to the Islamic Prophet Muhammad
and the leader of the entire Muslim

community. The Caliphates were

polities based in islam which crossed
ethnic and national boundaries. There
have been four caliphates in world
history. The last one was the Otto-
man Empire which lasted from 1517
to 1924. At the height of its power, it
ruled Turkey, Southeast Europe, North
Africa, Middle East, Egypt, Caucasus
and Western Asia.

The failure of ISIS to revive the
Caliphate, similar to the Ottoman
Empire, does not mean their ambition
will end. Thev may yet look towards
Southeast Asia as their next stage of
theirrevolution. R

Creative writing classes
s FOLKIAS, ADGIELTS s

& Teens on August 19. September 9
and September 23 (1:30-3pm/inde-
pendent sessions). All sessions are at
Fuiiv Booked Bonifacie High Street.
For registration and fee details text
0917-6240196 or email writethingsph@
gmatl.com,

fr

Email: elfrencruz@gmail conm
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Soldiers Found Thousands of Unused
Robredo’s Slippers in Abandoned NPA

Camp

Members of the 61st infantry Battalion who captured a camp believed to be owned by the New People’s
Army (NPA), in Salvador Benedicto town in Negros Occidental, have found 1,034 pairs of unused
slippers labelled with Vice president Leni Robreda’s name.

On Friday, government forces engaged in 4-hour gunfight with members of NPA in central Negros. An

_estimated 87 rebels fled after the battle that resu!ted to the death of six NPA rebels and woundmg four -

~members of Philippine Army. T

The rebels who fled the area at around 8PM on Friday left sacks of rice, 2 targe boxes of ammunition
believed to be from the government armory, clothes, subversive documents, and some clothing.

Authorities are still investigating why Robredo’s campaign materials were found there, including farge
volume of unused slippers and large banners made of tarpaulins.

The military could not identify whether the materials were supplied to the rebels, or looted from the
warghouse.

The central Negros NPA camp is the first rebel territory captured by government forces since President
Rodrigo Duterte declared war on reds.

Police said they will alsc investigate Robredo’s campaign coordinators who were responsible in
distributing the materials during the campaign period last year. /Macky Pineda/
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Hapilon still in thick of fight in Marawi-AFP

From the Philippine Daity inquirer (Aug 4} Hapilon still in thick of fight in Marawi-AFP

a&\ix

This image taken from undated video shows the purported feader of the Isiamic State group Southeast
Asia branch, Isnilonn Hapilon, center, at a meeling of militants at an undisclosed focation. AP FILE

PHCTO

lsnilon Hapilon, the acknowiedged ieader of the isiamic State (IS} in Mindanao, remained in the
main battie area here, contrary to sarlier suspicions that he had fled the fighting, a ranking

military official said.

Asked during an inferview with reporters on Wednesdav on the possible whereabouts of
Hapilon, Western Mindanao Command chief L. Gen. Carlito Galver Jri said the nototious AU
Sayyaf leader with a $5-milllon bounty from Washington was still fighting alengside members of . ..o

“He is still in the area,” Galvez said, citing latest information the military has gathered,

In June, Galvez said there were indinations Hapilon might have escaped the batlle, adding that there

“We have some reports that he was already able to slip somewhere but as of now, we are still
confirming the reports,” Galvez said then.

There were also reports that Omarkhayyam Maute, one of the Maute siblings who led militants here, had
been killed but these had not been validated so far.

Bicodier battle

Eariier this week, Capt. Jo-Ann Petinglay, the spokesperson of Task Force Marawi, said (hey also
receivad anather report that a ranking leader ¢f the militanis had been Killed,

Bul Petinglay said they could not say if it was Abdullah Maute, Omarkhayyam’s brother.
The fighting, which, Galvez said, had so far killed 114 soldiers, was expected to be bloodier as the
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miiitants moved inside a shrinking territory.
But he said the milifary was determined to finish the job.

Gen. Eduardo Afic, Armed Forces chief of staff, during a visit to soldiers at the battiefront on

~Wednesday said the-gevernment was winning the batlle against 1S-inspired -militanis-here.

“Just like in the game of basketball, we are alrsady winning, but we should not rest on our laurels. Ve
must be more motivated and maore persistent. Many among cur soldiers want 1o be here to help, but not
everyone is given this rare chance to be here, to fight,” Afio said during & visit to troops at the Kilala

detachment inside the war zone.

Afo’s projection came after ground commanders presented him a brief of the situation, more than two
months since the fighting began.

Well done’

Speaking to soldiers, Afio also lauded the commanders for "a job well done.”
He alsc spoke of President Duterte’'s full confidence in the Armed Forces. adding that the Chief

Executive intends to visit the city anew.
"It is very rare that the head of our organization would risk his life and come to the battlefield in order fo

meet and motivate personally his officers and soldiers,” Galvez said of Afio’s venture info the battle
zone.

0 On . Tuesday, Afo also fold soldiers during.a visit to Tago, Surigao del Sur, that the day of reckening for, ..o
the New People’'s Army (NPA) was nearing because the Marawi crisis was heading fo anend. '

He said an ali-out miltary operation against the NPA would be launched in the province right after the
Marawi crisis and that battalions of Army troopers would be transferred to Surigac del Sur.

_Moreammunition R . i

On Wedneéday night, the military ihserted nﬁore tanks, ammuniﬁon.and brand new weapons hare in

suppert of ground froops fighting to flush out the remaining militants.
Around 18 tanks and 2,000 brand new M4 rifles arrived at the Port of iligan City through BRP

Pampanga.
The military alsc redeployed the FA-50 fighter jets, which it had suspended after a friendiy fire kifled

soldiers during & sortie.
The South Korean-made aircraft was seen here anew starting Tuesday, dropping more bombs on

suspected lalrs of the extremists.
Aside from the FA-50s, the military also regularly pounded enemy positions using mortars and

howitzers, Augusta attack helicopters, MG-520 helicopters and SF-260 bomber planes.
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CPP/NPA-Camarines Norte: The PNP-AFP will Pay for
the Cowardly and Brutal Massacre of the Casiguran 4

- NPA- Camarmes Norte propaganda statement pos‘fed to the Communist Farty of the Philippines Webs
{Aug 4) The PNP-AFP will Pay for the Cowardly and Brutal Massacre of the Casigurand

Carlito Cada, Spokesperson
NPA-Camarines Norte {Armando Catapia Command)

4 August 2017

The Armando Catapia Command (ACC)-NPA Camarines Norte extends its condolences to the family
and friends of the two NPA comrades Andres “Ka Magno/Ka Carlo™ Hubilla and Miguel “Ka Billy” Himor
from the Celso Mingusz Command (NPA-Scrsogon), and the two civilians Arnel Borres and Dick Laura.
The ACC is one with the Communist Party of the Phlippines’s vow of exacting justice for the cowardly

and brutal massacrs.

Last July 28, combined forces of the Sorsogon Police Pubiic Safety Coy (SPPSC), 96ih Military
Intelligence and Combat Operatives (MICO)-PA, 31st IBPA and 22nd IBPA raided the temporary resting
place of the two NPA members in Sitic Namore, Brgy. Trece Martirez, Casiguran, Sorsogon. Ka Carlo
was able to maneouver but ieft his short firearm. He was caught and murdered. Ka Billy and the two
civilian withesses were also caught anc murdered. Acoording to the residents and the fact-finding

missions launched, there were no other NPA units in the area, and no encounter took pla{:e dzspmvmg R

o e PNPSAFR'S tlaim that they fought with:30 NPAglerments: = i

This is & claar violation of the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Righis and
international Mumanitarian Law {CARHRIHL). The two NPA members were already caught, unarmed
and thus, in no capacity to fight back, and should have been treated as hars de combat or outside the
fight, with the basic right fo life. Their murder, along with the murders of the 2 civilian witnesses, is a

: 'o!atidn‘and evidehce cf the coward‘ce aﬁnd bz‘utaiity of the“AFP aﬁd PNP I\éoﬁh‘ng-good can: be

President to kill, instead of arresting, the NPA.

Ka Carlo is known by the masses and comrades as & humble revolutionary cadre. A former isacher by
profession, he loved discussions, even with other prisoners when he was incarcerated. Giten called
“Pay Carlo” (Father Carlo)} by the masses and comrades whom he lived with and guided, his smail
frame hid the fact that he weas cone of the piliars of the movement in Scrsogon.

The rabid dogs of the AFP and PNP are mistaken in thinking that this will weaker the revolutionary
movement. If they know their enemy, then they shouid know that each death and murder of a
revolutionary, especiaily one as cowardly and brutal as the Casiguran 4 massacre, recruits more fighters

for the NPA, and adds fervor and fire to the struggle of the revolutionary forces.
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The Philippines open to ‘fresh perspectives’ from
ADF in fight against IS in Marawi

From SBS (Aug 3): The Philippines open to ‘fresh perspectives’ from ADF in fight against IS in Marawi

Philinpine Marines sofdiers firing mortar rounds towards enemy positions on July 22, 2017 in Marawi,
southern Philippines. {Getly Images AsiaPac)

The Philippines Defence Secretary says any gains his country makes against IS will also benefit

Austratia

" The Philippines government save it is open to learning from the Australian Defence Foree (ADF)
to aid its fioht against IS in Marawi,

“Wa are ghwayve open to lpar ¢ bestmilitary practices
incorporate them in our own doctrings.” Defence Secretary Deifin N. Lorenzana toid SBS World

o Newsfrom Manila,. o

Td

"Australia would be able io provide us fresh perspectives drawn from its own operaticns across the
globe”

IS rebels in the southern city of Marawi continue to hold out against Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte’s forces since first claiming the city earlier in the year.

The Defence Secretary said the need to defeat [S in the region was vital,

3)

Army Core Purpase: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

“Our collective victory on this front will also benefit Australia and the rest of the world as a single foothold
of IS in this region will surely affect other countries,” he said. .

Secretary Lorenzana did not confirm whether the Philippines had officially requested Australian soldiers
to help train its forces, but said the two countries aiready shared military bonds.

“The Status of Visiting Forces Agreement between both governments enables the ADF and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines o regularly conduct joint exercises and training in order {o increase
interoperability, familiarisation and goodwill.”

When Marawi, & once-little known city in the southern Philippines, was overrun by militants allied {0 IS in
May, it brought the spectre of radical Islamist insurgency to Australia's doorstep.

Australia recently sent two AP-3C Qrion surveillance arrc:raft to support the Armed Forces cithe
thppmes

s The regional threat fromterrorism in particular frof-Daesh and-foreign fighters is-a diréct threatdo o s

Australia and our inferests.” Australian Defence Minister Marise Payne said when announcing the
deployment.

Secretary Lorenzana said the Philinpines is open 1o international support.

Fighting in Marawi, The Philippines explained

“fusiralia can share vital information and intelfigence. provide technical aggggiaﬁcefa our
m@ﬁm\tmg units: and combai the sgmm of violent extrémism by h@%@mq the Philipping
government target ite roof causes - poverty and underdavelopment that breed soclal injustite”

Approximately 300 Australian soldiers have been deployed tc frag 1o train and advise the iragi miliiary in
the fight against 1S,

The ADF is also mentoring its counterparts in Afghanistan.

Foreignh Minister Julie Bishop is due to visit Manila over the weekend to meet with government officials.
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Gov't socio-economic intervention needed
to win war vs insurgency — Solcom chief

NAGACITY, Aug. 5 - Army Lt. Gen, Ferdinand Quidilia, Souther Luzon commanding general, on
Friday urged national as well as local government officials and policy makers to look into the needs of
impoverished peopie living in insurgency-prone areas across the country.

Quidilla said “Communism is alive” and furthered that the communist insurgency would continue if
national and local government authorities would fail to formulate policies and deliver the needed

services to various "conflict-prone areas.”

He said, "l call on national and local government policy makers that if we are really serious in helping
end the communist insurgency in the countryside, they must consider the existing conflict prone place in
formulating their plans and delivering their services and activities.”

At the start of the two-day summit on Thursday, Quidilla said conflict-prone areas called Geographically
Isolated and Disadvantaged Areas (GiDAs) by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), are places
where insurgency thrives because of poverty, ignorance and lack of government services and other
socioeconomic issues are being exploited by the communist insurgents to agitate the villagers especially
those living in far-flung areas. The military official, who announced his retirement this month, said, ™
shall soon leave the service, what 1 wouid like to point out is that these conflict prone areas in the
Southern Luzon areas were the same places that we know when | was still a lieutenant.”

GIDAs or conflict-prone areas under SolCom that stifl need government attention are: Quezon province -

e Gumaca; Lopez; GengLuna-and Catanauan-and ‘Tagkawayan;:Batangas.— Nasugbo, Lian;Calaca, .....oovimm i

Lemery, Taysan, San Juan, Gen. Nakar and Majayjay; Rizal - Paluan, Abra de llog, Bongabong, Rizal,
San Jose and Mansalay;

Bicol -~ Lagonoy, Garchitorina, Pasacao, Libmanan, Lupi in Camarines Sur; Gigmoto, Baras, San
Andres in Catanduanes; Guinobatan, Joveliar, Pioduran, Libon, Oas, Daraga; Camarines Norte: Labo;
Sorsogon: Barcelona, Gubat, lrosin, Juban and Magallanes; Mashate San Jacinto, Monreal, Mobo,

*Placer. Esperanza: Quidilla, while presenting the grim'situation-on the war againstinsurgency, also-laid .o = -
down the Solcom achievement during his one-yéar term of office including: reducing the NPA strength -~

by 106 rebels, of whom 30 were killed during encounters with military troops; 22 suspected NPA rebels
captured and 54 alleged NPA rebels surrendered; Dismantling of NPA camps in 58 villages in Southern

Luzon area; and recovery of 54 high powered firearms.

He noted that following intense combat operation, the AFP declared the provinces of Quezon and
Oriental Mindoro as conflict manageable areas and are ready for further socio-economic development.

Quidilla, however, said that during various engagement with the communist rebels, the command lost 10
soldiers, 37 personnel were wounded in action and three high powered firearms were lost.

The Solcom chief said “in spite of our operational success, the enemy (NPAs) are stiil there,
communism is still alive”.

“We can say that the actual damage of this enemy action is minimal but the impact of this seen ina
bigger perspective, is profound,” he said. (Mar Arguelies/PNA)
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Maute fighters slacken resistance

" MANILA, Aug. 5 - Remnants of the Maute terrorist group, now pocketed in two villages in Marawi City,
have slackened resistance, Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto
Padilla said Saturday.

Padilla based the assessment on reports from ground commanders who claimed that volume of return
fire from the terrorists have considerably slackened compared fo the first days of the campaign.

"They are still fighting back bui t.héir 'retum fire i's.n'":'uch fower corﬁpa“red to the'ear!'y' days of the
campaign,” Padilla said in Filipino.

This is indicative that the lawless elements are running low on ammunition and other supplies.

in the same vein, ground commanders placed the number of remaining Maute Group terrorists to around
"40 o 60", :

Death toll in the Marawi armed conflict reached 522 terrorists, 119 government troops and 45 civilians.
(Priam F. Nepomuceno/PNABangonMarawi
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