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drone strikes against Daesh inspired groups
within the Philippines

31

Phi defense exec cites need for talks on
defense forces

WWW.pna.gov.ph

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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n committee is expected to probe Comelec Chair Andres Bautista whether he trszthfﬁiig? -
jained wealth. B

The Senate blue rizbor
declared his personal wealth in his SALN. His wife accuses him of amassing P1 billion in unexp
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By Chrtstme O. Avendaﬁo, o

Di Yap, )
and Tina G. Santos
@Team Inquirer

Minority Leader Frarldin
Drilon said he would no longer
gquestion whether the blue rib-
bon committee had jurisdiction
over an investigation of Comi-
mission on Elections {Comelec)
Chair Andres Bautista, who is
dccused by his estranged wifé
of amassing Pt blihcn in unex-

OF THE ARMY CHIEF P

~ assets,

UBLIC

liabilities  ar
worth) Taw, or Republic Act No.

“egyi, ot whysoime officials are”

able to circumvent the law,” he
said in a phone interview,

He noted that Bautistz «de- =

clared a net worth Pi76 million

““in his SALN for 2016, but his
‘wife, Patricia, produced docu-

.ments showing that the Comelec
chief had more than P3oo mil-
lionin cash and real estate prop-
erties that he did not declare.
- “Idon’t care if he is guilty or
not,” Sotto-said.
He said the purpose of his
resolution was to “fix the law.”
Sotto filed a resolution on

“plained wealth!

Ma;sntyLeader Vicente S0t~

“Mondayasking the blue r1bbun"
____committee :

L6 1T wha Sought the Senate -

quiry, said the committee could
very well investigate the Com-~
elec.chief, as it did in 2014 when
it looked into corruption allega-

tions against former Vice Presi-

dent Jejomar Binay.

. Drilon had reservations on
:._:.. Mcnd

“ribbon committee could inves-
" tigate Bautista because an im-
peachment complaint could be
filed against him.

Sotto said he was glad that
Drilon dropped his objection.

‘He assured the public that
the Senate would discontinue
the hearing ‘once an impeach-
ment complaint was filed
against Bautista in the House of

Representatives.

Sotto insisted that his reso-
lution was in aid of legislation
and not to find out whether the
Comeélec chief was guilty of his
wife's aliegations.

_ .. SALNIaw
“The essence of my resolu-
tion is to find out what's wrong
with the SALN (statement of

over whether the’ biue:; .

W T ATE

claretl his personaI wealth m
‘his'SALN.

He said his resolution
would be referred on the floor
on Wednesday.

cusations  raised  against
Bautista was filed by Caloccan
Rep. Edgar Erice, who said the
charges cast doubt on the in-
tegrity of the 2016 elections.

Kabayan Rep. Harry Rogue
filed Resolution No. 1171 on
Manday asking the House suf-
frage and good government
commiiftees to investigate the
allegations of Bautista’s wife,

Other lawmakers were
lukewarm to Roque’s proposal.

" Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman

said he did not wish to meddle
in what appeared to be a do-
mestic squabble between the
Bautista couple.

Majority Leader Rodolfo
Farifias said the only proper

i‘uwlv

Ly

mFrAIRS - Emaii add: cac

‘and’. net

-Comelec chief,. Farifiass
- Tuesday said that it might bea’

" dundancy, : -as"

* therénf ‘would ‘oily be reco’m-'
-*':5‘**rnendatory,” Farifiag-told- TES

: porters magroup message :

: peachment proceedmgs

Houseresolutwns o TESO

~Tution m' the House seeking'za "Baltista denied his wife

" congressional probe of the ac-

ey

pa.army 20t

way for the House to investi-

" gate the charges of . unpex- '
~plained wealth leveled: agamst
- Bautista_was through an 1m—'f'

peachmentproceedmg
Asked - to.

of the allegations against the
on’:

pointless exercise. .

“The House probes or :in—'
fmpeachable offi-.
cials through the process of im- -
peachment.” Any ~other pro-—~
: ceeding would- result [in] re-

vestigates

oany  finding

T to proceed agamst such offiz™

it “Wwoulld Tesort to im-
“he

cial,

said. .
"Wxth respect to mfractmns

‘of thelaw, let the proper forum

grmail.com ~ Tal ne. 102; 845.6553 Local: 5288

comment . On. -

‘Roque’s call for a House probe 'issue in our marriage, it’s how

-deny’ this, 'my -siblings ‘knew’
_that T quite stingy, . Ald I

-1 was ‘the one managing"-the

" Bautista, in a press confer-
ence on Tuesday,' 5aid the pri-
‘maryissue inhis marriage
with Patnaa was how to use
money e
“if ever we have A przmary

-te use money. Again, I will not

“want to teach my kids that they
have to live within their
means he saxd

‘ Wlfe s credlt card debt

. “She (Patricid) always had a
problem with money. I had 1o
bail her-out of a credit card debt
“inzo1z-for Pz imillion* hevw
id, addmg that his_wife

| don 't know {What she
bought] . and to think I gave
Therahextersion:card. Shehad
a theckbook fromme. It's true

famﬂy fmances Bautista -

resolve -that,”. Lagman ‘told-a

)

claiins and countered that she
was extorting money from him
in the ongoing settlement fo
end their marnage

Dpen to hfestyie check
_The Comelec chief on Tues-
day said he was open to a

JHifestyle check!

.“1 have no problem with a
lifestyle check on me,” Bautista
said when asked about Sen.
Grace Poe’s statermnent that she
wanted a lifestyle check .of

" Comelec officials following the

“shocking revelations” of
Bautista's wife.

The allegation was made by
Patricia in an affidavit submit-
ted to the National Bureau of
Investigation on Aug.1.
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5

" would go on aleave irom the

Kontra'Daya, meanwhﬂe urged”
‘Bautista to take'a leave of ab-
sence aimnid the controversy he
was facing:

In a statement, Kontra Daya
convener Danilo Arao said it -
would be better if Bautista

Comelec for the sake of ensur-
ing credibility of any forthcom-
ing probe.

"By taking a leave of ab-
sence, Bautista will not be able
to use his position at the Com-
elec to influence the outcome
of the probe,” Arao said. :

“The result of the probe
would be put in question [if he
does not go on leave] as
Bautista will be vulnerable to
accusations of interference,”
he added. mNQ
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By PlA LEE-BRAGO

Fighting the drug wien-
G il o) rolinieh ¥ rihy

EOY feighd igiﬁt‘ci

wroatel V1
tive declaraton of comnits
ment by the Association of |
Southeast Asian Nations |
(ASEAN) at the end of iis
rinisterial esting yesteln
_ day and the celebration of

“ihe BOtR Srniversary-ol the.

regional bloc.

e will c:onlprel"mm\=;:‘f)'
address \:rc:h:‘—nr&ctm‘;xl COT
cerns, inchugding pantia Jinonal
suCBFITY I3 and ranstice

ponal challenges. such as ikt

g traffickings trafh cl\‘ﬂ";;___f_,—_j i
persons. ferrarismand vivlent .
eatrerian” read the ASEAN
Leaders' Declaration.

[ hiy meessage sl the ol
ing of the ABEAN ministo al
meetling, forehIn A Frairs beuie
tary Tan Peter Cavelanu saidd

fhe ]"i";ﬂ%ppi}ﬁeb P npt;il\::-
i o “loud but calming voice”

in pmnuing i invenendeit
toreign pu?ic_\*.
Turn 1o Page 8
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The ASEAN leaders aIso
vowed to continue promoting
and protectmt% Human rights
: _emd affirme

irce

“preatest asset'of gion.
L Werwill continue fo pro-
mote and protecthumanrights

and fundamental freedoms,
equitable access to- oppor‘mm -
ties and poverty éradication,”
~the ASEAN | Leaders Dedara— :

Horn stated.”

The regmnai bloc albo-'

S@@ﬁ From Page 1

eir recogrition
v the
lenges the regional blochopes

‘related issues: ;
ASEAN has also rea%rmed &
its commitment to mantaining

v01ced its comm1tmen‘c to
support the empowerment of
marginalized and vulnerable
BEOUPS,.....

~Other Eéns—boundary chal- i
terrorismand pledged their . Th
. continued stpport for relevant

to address more closely in

' 'coopera’aon w1th the m’fernaw-'

management emergmg mfeu_

tious dlseases and manttme—

and stability;including the
‘peacefiil resolution of territo-
rial ‘disputes in accordance
“with international law.

- .On Monday, Australia, the

"d--pmmotmg peace; securify--

United States and Japan urged .

thousands in Marawi

lives-andthe- displaceme

here.
government forces are fighting
militarits linked to ’che terror
group: lblanuc State

...regional-leaders to erhance . seven

cooperation-in countering - Di

efforts:

- Kono and US Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson also ‘expressed -
their concern over the loss ot 1

Australian Eoreign. Muuster._;_ ;
ie Bishop, Japanese Foreign -
Affairs Minister of Japan Taro -

'.to pu .
existing information sharing -

ngt

mechanisms;«such-as those:

provided by the International

Criminal Police Organization

“{Interpol), and to combat the

flow of foreign terrorist fight-
ersto and from conflict areas.
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" By GERRY LEE GORIT PR

OPOL, Misamis Oriental

Over 2 hundred families

have fied their homes after around 200 suspected New
People’s Army (NPA) guerrillas were spotted in their
barangays in this town on Monday.

More than 500 residents
of Barangavs Nangcaon and
Tingalan sought shelter at the
..municipal evacuation centes,

calamity in the two baran-
gays to allow the local gov-
ernment to use its calamity
funds to provide food and

Opol Mavor Maximino 5enc -

other relief assistanceto the

. said yesterday
Seno said ;
council declared a state of

he municipal =T

o g‘l}er« e
rillas were trying to recruit

. residents to j'cin.j'tlie'sgi_mu_

“Most of those who fled were
approached by the rebels,” -
Seno said. ST e
. “We have to leave because
e feel it is dangerous for
us,” Gennys Mangcunsay, -
councilrhanof Barangay.:.

Nangcaonand a tribal jeader,

said. -
Citing information provid-

‘conducting clearing opera-
tions iri the affected b
o pays:

Roland Destura, Misamis -

4th Infantry Division spokes-

Arans

Seriior 'Sﬁpéﬁntendeﬁf :

Oriental police chief, said

. they alerted the;pokice in: -
_neighboring towns of the

NPA P ?Esen*ié S b
Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez, -

man, confirmed that the

.68 by.village officials, Seno. ..

aid the rebels were spotted
i atleast fourbarangays .
“He said the military is

armed men are NPA rebels” -
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Army officer slain in Sorsogon should be
celebrating birthday today

Connie Destura Auguet 8 20

LEGAZPI CITY, Aug. 8 — Army 2Lt Lee O. Tremedal sh

laridmine blast claimed his life-on Monday.- e

reahy red diams with snoiier Ay ficer wihen s’ Tandmine planied by slspested K
Army (NPA) rebels exploded in & remole village in Gubat town in Sorsogon.

His wife Jheniefeb, 34, a practicing dentist in her hometown in Surigac del Norte, had pianned to arrive
today to surprise and join him in celebrating hig birthday but instead, she wouid be mourning the tragic
fate that befell her husband, according to Army Maj. Virgilic Perez, Southern Luzon Command (Soicom)

Perez, in & phone interview Tuesday, said Tremedal, before joining the Army, was a BS
Agricuiture Technology graduate at the Surigac del Norte College of Agriculiure and Technology and an
advanced ROTC officer during his coliege years.

He enterad the military service as enlisted personne! in September 2005 as a candidate soldier.

Tremedal was first assigned at 78IB of the 8" infantry Division in Samar, then in Bicol, at the 31% the
infantry Batallion operating in Sorsogon province.

Tremedal and Army Staff  Sergeant Allan Bercasic died inthe landmine explosion early
morning Monday that also wounded seven other soldiers while on combat patrol in Barangay Casili, a

remole viflage in Gubat, Sorsogon.

Army Core Purpose. Serving the pecple. Securing the land.

-AS

ould be celebrating his 37 birthday today but a '




Aty vision: By 2028. a world-class Army that is & source of hational pride.

of Army troopers regularly conducting combat patrol

According to Perez, he (Tremedal) led a squad {17)
sighted and holding extortion activities

in outskirt villages where suspected NPA rebels were reportedly
victimizing villagers in far-flung communities.

On the other hand. Ber

casio was a native of Goa town in Camarines Sur, and a2 platoon leader uncer

Perez said the remains of 2Lt Tramedal lie in state at the St, Peter Memorial Chapel here in Legazpi, to
be brought later to his hometown in Surigao del Norte.

Tremedal and Bercasio would be given recognition for their dedication and gallantry in their military duty.

Perez said about 50 suspected NPA rebels waylaid the squad of Army troopers that included the two
slain soldiers on combat patrol on Monday morning.

The rebel attack coincided with the interment at the Casiguran Public Cemetery of ranking rebe! leader
Andres “Ka Magno” Hubilla and NPA member Miguel "Ka Billy" Himor.

The military said Hubilla and Himor died in an encounter with soldiers in a remote village in Casiguran
town, also in Sorsogon, on July 28 but Karapatan-Bico!'s faci-finding mission claimed the two were
massacred along with civilians Arnel Borres and Dick Laura.

“undreds of supporters wearing red shirts joined the burial rites in a call for justice for the slain rebels.

(PNA)

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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_Aﬁq; No @ffer from US for air strikes vs Maute

BY VICTOR REVES

ARMED Ferces chief Gen.
Eduardo Afio vesterday said there
is no formal offer from the US
military to conduct air strikes, using

. armed drones, on the ISIS-inspired

- Maure Group in the Phﬂippines,----’-

He said such “direct military
actions” by the Ameticans are not
allowed under the 1951 Mutual
Defense Treaty which mandates
the two countzies to help each

ANG
forces battling ISIS on the ground in
the country’s southern islands.”
The US has been training and equip-
ping Filipino forces for over a decade
now in the fight against erroriss.

..In the ongoing. operations against

the Maute Group in Marawi City, the

ahmericans have. deploved P3.Orion. .

other in case of an armed attack.

Afic made the statement after
an NBC News article, quoting two
US defense officials, said the “Pen-
tagon is considering a plan that
aflows the US military to conduct
2ir strikes on ISIS (Islamic State of
Iragand Syria) . . ... L

in the Philippines.”

“The authoriry to strike ISIS
targets 25 part of collective sclf-
defense could be granted as part of
an official military operation that

“Direct militarr actions may only be al-
lowed during acraal invasion of the Phil-
ippines by another state acto,” he said.

Afio said the military welcomes
Pentagon’s purported desire to help
the Philippines in the fight against the
Maute Group, which is seeking recogni-
tiony from the ISIS, because “terrozsm

is 2 global menace that the community
of nations must anite to fight against”

may be named as eatly as Tuesday,
said the officials. The strkes would
likely be conducted by armed
drones,” the article, dated August
7, alsc said.

The article said if the plan is ap-
proved, the US military “would be
able 1 conduct strikes against 18IS
targets in the Philippines that could
be 4 threat to allies in the region,
which would include the Philippine

See ANO» Page B6

ing services,” she said.

Bishop said the amcunt would also
be used to fund the constructon of
small infrastrucrure projects o provide
water supply and repair roads in the
affected communities. .

TJapan will give the Philippines high-
speed vessels and other security equip-

“freht o BOSHER it8 Counter-terrorism

effosts, particularly in Mindanao.

surveillance aitcraft to help eid the’

armed conflict that has been deagging
‘since May 23,

The conflict has killed 528 Maute
members, 122 soldiers and policemen,
and 45 civilians, Officials said there are
around 30 to 70 Maute members leftin

_Marawi Cicy, confined in an area that is

“The defense department said T~
fense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana has
not discussed with the Americans the
possibility of the US conducting air
strikes in the country.

Presidential spekesman Ernesto
Abelia said the issue was neither raised
nor discussed during the courtesy call
of US $ecrerary of State Rex Tifierson
on President Duterte in Malacatiang
on Mondar

Afio said the SArmed Forces has not
received “any formal notee or offer for
such air capability deployment”
 Afio said the MIDT, through the
Murual Defense Board and Security
Engagement Board, allows only techni-
cal assistance and traming,

* VAT public affairs chief Col Edgard ™

Arevalo said the Americans can take

“part in actual combar operations, under

the MDT, in case of an invasion by.a
“grate actor”’ He said Maute and 18IS
are pon-state actors, :

AUSTRALIAN, JATANESE AID

ditional $20 million in assistance to ci-
vilians zffected by the Marawi conflict.

Australian Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop said the amount is on top of
the 920,000 in emergency food aid
and other supplies delivered by the
Australian goverpment last June to
the TiClm.

“Vesterday (Mondav) 1 met with
Philippines President Rodrigo Duterze
in Manila, our second meeting for
2017, We discussed the conflict in
Marawi and the impact it 15 having on
civilians in the region, Australia’s sup-
port will help meet the uigent needs
of these displaced people including
through child protection and counsel-

U o press Biiefing Thesday, Japatiese e

Deputy Press Secretary Toshihide
Ando said Foreign Minister Tarc Kono
conveved the offer during his meeting
with Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan
Peter Cayetano.

He said Kono also told Cavetano
Tokyo is ready to provide further as-

e e TR stance oy thesrpatter e
- Aastralis sad it will providesan ad--

~Toshihide did-not say v;hég_g}ié&fﬁ? - S

high-speed vessels and other secutity
related equipment will be provided.
Earlier, Tokyo provided the Navy Air
Group with three TCO0 sircraft to bolster
its surveillance and maridme patrol capa-
bilities as well as for jight-hift transport.
Tokyo also commitred to provide the
Philippine Cozst Guard with 10 Parolu-
class multi-role response vessels, five
of which are already in the country.
The PCG has also requested Japan
for two 92-meter, offshore patrod ships,
The offer of securty-related equipment
is on top of the $2 million in hurmnanitagan
sssistance provided by Japan to victims
of the Marawi conflict. — With Jecehm
Montemayor and Ashzel Hlachero
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Lote (IS-inspired terrorists in Marawl C City is appreciated but such a move

should go through a process mciudmg 5 formal agreement, Armed Forees of the

Philippines (4FP) Chief of taff Gen, Edu @;0 Afio sald.
Ao noted U that the US involvement in divect military v cded by “unother siate aoior” can direct military
- _'op@ram{mk i The eourity is not-covered by the-defense . action involving U8 forees he aliowed,

" ireaty with the Americans, “inless Manila is attacked -

v anather couniry.
He sdded only when the Phil ippines is aciually acor,” e said.

;

acount invasion of the Philippines by another siate
furs to page 2
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corsidering the plan o start.an

State (IS)affiliated terror groups
hotding ot in Marawi City,

spokesman Capt. Jeff Davis as

saying that Washington and Manila

have been sharing intelligende for

qiite ‘somg time and that the
Pluhppmes hasfor 15 years ‘hesrt
hostmg US servicemen who support
_‘the US in 1ts countertermnsm .

- The report said the alrstrﬁces '
. e .

“ particwlarlyto’ tthe:Commande

Jin the event the pian is . Chief President Duterse..

' apprwed US servicemen willbe -
authorized to attack militants “who.
threaten US allies in theregion” -
iniciuding threats -on the allies'™

- grotind forees such as thatof the
Armed Forces of the Philippines. T

“The ‘report -cited Pentagon

'pia,n being considered. We at th
-AFP are yetto receive any formal
“ngtice or offer for: ignch air capabifity

“Board (MDB-SEB),” Afic said.

the commurity of nationsoust unite

_to fight against,’ * gaid Ang.

. A report from Amerlcan .
_..hreadcast outfit NBC said the Us -
' Dapartment of Deéfense s

“However, such proposition if ary,

‘has to undergo @ process. And & .
" covenant st be ‘Tt Between the
_Commanders-in- Chief of both -

aivstrike operation against Tslamic - rations before that ﬁptwn may be

_._adapted headded. .~ L
. Afio said the air strikes remain -
" a plan until it is officially

- gommunicated to the AFP.::
dewn, gtill due o the rebellion.

“Asreported in media, this is?

deplayment "he said,

techmical assistance and traming ay

- pe allowed under the Mutual

Dafense Board-Security Engagement

“Nireet military actions may

‘only be atlowed during actual

Pentage
: wnszdemd

"W - appreczate Pentagen s_'.

reported desire to help the
Philippiniesinthe fight against 18-

inspired Maute ‘Group because
is;a.glohal. menace that:_;_: .

“irvasionof the-Philippines-byi:«
' .amther state actor,” " he relterated

alreadymuﬂmg axresummg‘classes_. " martial
at the Mindanao Staie; Tniversity.
(MSU) in Marawi, following:

recommendations by Iocai schiool
and even military officials.
Military officials, faculty

members and other officials of the

cited the s1gmﬁcance of MSUtothe
Maranaos and: r}f;her peopies of‘
- . Mirdanao.
. MDTallows only training ..
" “The existing Mutual Defense -
Treaty (MDT) provides that only

e :-xa a cha]ienge but wé have to: test
the wiaters and_ comé up with
““means to br:ng back the life of:

reveredmstitutmn he aéded

MSU met on Monday wherein
security arrangements for the

‘school and its date of epemng of -

classes were discussed. _
Clusses at the MSY- h&é been-‘-».:l-=-
'suepended girice May 28 asa result

“of the vebellion in the ¢ity. v

Aside from the school, afﬁmals '

“were alst cemldermg ‘opéning

estab]:shmmm arvpund «the

“Galver I ;

“The Mmdanars Star.e Lmverszty
is the symbol and life of Marawi
City. This is the bastion of
kunowledge and we will heve 10 open
classes the soonest,” said Galvez.

“The opening of thé urliversity

Marawi through the opening of n_.'

795i Duterte {

‘of Mindanao;’ whlch isoften:
-subjected 10 attaekq by I8dinked
Lerror groupss Marawx has
_remained the primary hotspot aver -

since the Maute group attempted
tG storm the cﬁ,y .

.:5._:_.Addressmg the. a 341
insubordination of his own-militazy,

Last June, the US embassy in
the Philippines announced that
American forces staried providing
assistance to the embattled

Filipino troops ih:the.southern. . ...

_-regmns of the archipelage.
- Following the announcement,
Presxdent Duferte said ‘that he
“Rever approached America” for
military assistance and was “not
‘aware of that intil they arrived.”
appa; ent

& remarked that “our soldiers.are
_pro-Amencan thatl cannot deny
US: Noconflicton IS ﬁg‘nt, HE:
~The United States, meanwhﬂe

.'sa,ld it sees no contradiction with

its assistance to the Philippine
government’ g effort to quell
terrorism and the country's
existing hurman rights concerns
revolving around the Duterie
_.admmlstramn S WAT a.gamst drugs

o 4TSeETI0 «coriflict; no conflict

s,t altj in:our ‘helping ﬁhem Wlth that
situation and our views @f other
“humai Fights concerns e have

with réspect to how they carry aut :

‘v “Withrespect tothe assistance
we're providing the Philippines
{3overnment o respond to 18IS,
there really is no contradiction at
all in the support, we're giving them

_ m the fzght dcwn in Ma,ram and
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Mmdanao,” he sald :
Tillerson noted that which:
are providing the :counsry are:
information and surveﬂlance'

' capab}htxes :

Recently, tﬁe s government,_'_.__:_.
i trz.nsferreé twa Cessna planes to
“Ualiow Manila to '-have better-}?"

. information in which 1o ¢
ﬁght ﬁownthere Bt
“We're promdmg ihem ome

: Joint Mam;rme Law anﬂrcamem

ey
+ “over P54 million to the Philipp! "“;&
" on Angust. 400 &

is-part of the larger National Co
‘Watch System and:is demgned o

Trammg Genter {IMLETC) valued at

The JMLETC, 'fimdec;byrhe. S
efersse Threat Reduction-Agencs

. bolster the Philippines’ maritinte

' domain swareness capabilitiesand
" -t6 stop 1arga -scale weaponsr

' trammg ‘and ‘somé gmdance in

terms of how to deal with'ar énemy

that fights inways thatds hot ke

. .Phlhppme territorial waters.”

‘most people have ever had todeal

_ with,”he said.

_ Hesxmpathlzed“\ﬁﬁh the’ “tragl(‘ -
situation™ in Marawi City, bul believes .
the govemmem isnow begmnmgte g

. get the situation under control.

.;-mme with.: ‘once they. have.

-ground and ensui‘:é"lf dimsnm‘
- -emerge,” e said:

world is-isefil to them,.and I think ;-

thati is alsoin uur Tational

; force, evidence preservation;
Copase package preparm
#Thereal eha]lenge is gomg tos iques:

eriforcement :experfs ‘whowills
. C(&I’lﬁi..ct & ome-reek Mantime Taw:
o *And snlﬂnnk oUr - i}rmgmg B : i
our knowledge of having dealt with:
this enemy.in.other partsof the .~
-sharmg besi practices an{i

transiting Lhrough -or nea .-

‘The facility ‘will he used to .
conduct maritime law enforcemer&}
training for the Philippine Coas
Guard (PCEH), Navy (PN); and PNT:
to enhaince vessel boarding, nse

Thxs Werkshop mll focas v

1

enha,ncmg the interoperability,

. _ P ;
i .gtates’ (30{)1){31’;11:101f:s the IS Embassy

Chief of Mission Michael Klecheskd
~ transferred custody of a brand new

yesterday noted that US Deputy -

{’oast Watch S}stem 301’? Ti
Training Exercises scheduled .
take place in Manila, Palawan, and

Cebu in mid-Septemiber. ',
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- By RENE ACOSTA =
o, @reﬂeacosmBM

.-.tomed a reported plan by the
7 i 1JS to be directly involved in
) ongomg operatlons against terror-
ists in Marawi City, but cautioned
‘the Pentagon such a degree of in-
vaolverent should first go through
: apmcess s :
S Wee appreczate Pentagons re-
‘ported desire to help the Philippines

" nationsmstunite to fight against;”
- Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen
Eduaz‘de M. Afio said. -
i "However, such propos:tlon, if
: a;fw, has:to undergo-aprocess. And
a-covenant must be had between

"headded.

~The top military chief reacted
on Tuesday over reports by the US
- -media that the Pentagon is consid-
ering conducting drome air strikes
against members «of the Maute-IS
group still holed out in four baran-
gays in Marawi.

Afio said the air strikes remains
a plan until it is officially commu-
nicated to the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP), especially Presi-
dent Duterte,

"As reported in media, this is
[just] aplan being considered. We at
the AFP is yet to receive any formal
niotice or offer for such air capability
deployment,” he said.

i HE m111tarv on Tuesday WeE— '

| Thechief of staff, however; noted

tkat the US involvement in:direct
military operations in the country

is not covered by the defense treaty
with the Americans, unléss.Manila
is attacked by another country. -
“The existing Mutual Defense
Treaty provides that only techni-

‘cal assistance and training may be

allowed under the Mutual Defense

Board—SecurltyEngagementBoard g

< Af0: " We
o appreciate
2 ‘Pentagon’s reported
. desiretohelpthe
.- Philippinesinthe -

fight against Daesh-
inspired Maute
Groupbecause |

: menacethatthe :

scommunityof .. :

natmns miist unite
. tofight against.” "

sdn the fight against, Daesh—msp:red__‘_. - _A1?0 gaid. "Direct mlhtary actlons S

Maute Group because terrorism 152

other state actor, headded.

- Meanwkile, the government is
already roulling over at wesuming
classegat the Mindanac State Uni-

_ versity (MSU) in Marawi, following -
recommendations by local, school

and even-militaryofficials.

mem
the MSU met on Monday where-
in security arrangements.for the

school and its date of opening of

classes were discussed.

Classesat the MSUhad beensus-
pended since May 23 as a result of
the rebellion in the city.

Aside from the school, .officials
were alsc considering opening es-
tablishments around the university,
which were also shut down, stiil due
to the rebellion,

“The Mindanao State UI‘LEVEI smy

isthesymboalandlife of MarawiCity.”

This is the bastion of knowledge

g andanao command Lt Gen
Larlito-Galver Jr said’

“The opening df the umversi'tjr”_

~ ig'a challenge, but we hé_Wé '_150 test
---thewatets and come upwithmeans -
to bring bac}( the sze of MaraW1

-~ Legality .- . e
© o PARTY-LIST Rep Carlog Isagam T

Zarateof Bayan Munahas slammed
the reported US plan to conduct

‘supposed “antiterror air strikes” in-

Philippine territory, saying it con-
stitutes “blatant trampling of our
national sovereignty” .

The US plan to conduct drone

_strikes on Philippine soil appar-
-ently does not need the consent of
Duterte, since what was deemed
- necessary by the Pentagon wasits

“legality” under US law,
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-.. Byundertaking these extrater-
-éor—iallcfoi'avs,'t=he=-US-is'-inﬁski-n-g-s------ e
- wleollective self-defense™to justify
+theuseofits MQ-9 Reapérdrones
~and other unmanned aircraft to
attack the Mauté Group in Ma-
- rawi-City and cther Moro armed
sgroup, aswellt T
f ;~réacticﬁ, :F-idei-'V. ‘ 'gca-oili-,:z-'f“'
-chairman of the negotiating panel
-+ of the National Demoezatic Front of
*-the Philippines; said; “We condemn
++any suchagreement to allow 1S o+
“rlintervene militarily with air str:kes :
- rand the-use of drones.” :
~ s “Obvicusty, the US would Want'Z
: to twen the Philippines into another
Yemen, orworse, Iraqor Syria, tojus-
tify outright stationing of basesand
. troopsin its war posturing against
*China,” Agcaoili alleged. .. - z
"¢ - Last month the vice chairman of
. theUSjoint chiefsendorsed theidea
': .ofnammc’thp missionin ‘EhePhlle-— - T —

' In ever} cage where we gee the
resutgenceof terror networks,” Gen..
Paul Selva said in testimony before

s the Senate Armed Services Commit: -

- tee, "particularly in the fragile areas -

.~ of the southern Philippines, I thlnk
: gt th nSI{dE ingwheth :

" only to provide for the resou
" are required, but to give the Pacific
Command commander and the field
~commanders in the Philippines the
“kindsofauthorities theyneed towork

" ~with indigenous Philippine forces to

" actually help them be successful in
that battle space.” WithMarvyn¥. Benaning
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- forced to flee their hor

" "pings are working on,” Philippifie For

“ing the meeting of Japanese foreign
‘minister Taro Kono with President
" Duterte 'on 'the sidelines of the 50th -

ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
and Related Meetings hosted by the
Philippines.

: . “The President tock opportunity
to thank Prime Minister (Shinzo) Abe
for his support on anti-terrorism and

Marawi (operations) and infrastruc-

ture programs Japan and the Philip-

' building in Mindanao.

“supplies provided by the Australian
government amounting 'to $920,000°"

" Singapore also provided relief

items'worth 5$93,944 on Monday. - ©
- Australian Foreign Minister Julie,
Bishop arnounced yestérday, that -
- Australia’s financial assistance will -

be extended to the Philippines over

a span of four years. This is in addi-

tion to the emergency food and oth

lastTune. i
Bishop said

+he discussed theongo-

ecretary.

Cayet

elpriA

 Mindahao remains _u_ndéf mar a
-law since the May 23 attack of the Is-

- lamic State-linked Matte terror group
" inMarawi City. The stege has brought -

" enormioiss distress to the population’of

Marawi with around 360,000 people -

“iAgieotiffictin"Marawiandvits:impact
soncivilians in thi R

. Malacafiang last Monday. It was the

+second meeting this year.
“ 'SBhe said Australian assistance will -
“also fund small-scale infrastructure”
~projects-for-communities- around--
Marawi, including provision:of clean :

{ local

. Cayetano said.

e he.pos;
Duiterte returning to Japan.
“discussed during the meeting. -
-~ “There was a reiteration -of Prest-

- dent Duterte possibly visiting Japan -
- and welcoming Prime Minister Abe
in'November. (The meeting was) -

- reflective of the warm and strong
- relationship between Japan and the
Philippines,” Cayetano-said.. * ...
“Cayetano also thanked Xono
- attending the ASEAN meet.
S We wery much

“fererice to participate actively and to
. articulate Japan’s position on issues,”
“hesaid. L S
LT "W see eye to eye with Japan on
many different issues,” he added.
Australia, Singapore
aid for Marawi

Meanwhile, the Australian gov-

drinking wate

for’
.o the Defense Attaché’s office at the
Fond : welcome the ap- Singapore embassy in Manila.
pointmernt and arrival of minister -
" Koro. I think it's his fifth day today. -
- We're thankful he attended. the con-

Mindanao, which she said ate critical
for a strong and stable Philippines.

Force brought humanitarian relief
items for Marawi via Laguindingan

_airport on Monday.

" The donation was made through

The relief items included 30 sets
of five-man tent, 3,120 packets of

_field ration, medical supplies, 200
“blankets, 1,080 bottles of water, 64

dynamo lights and three water filtra-

- tion units.

" Lim Chong Tee, a volunteer of the
Singapore Red Cross, said a water
filtration unit can purify up to 1,000
liters of water in an hour.
— Alexis Romero, Helen Flores, Pia
Lee-Brago, Gerry Lee Gorit
f

e

‘Meanwhile, the Singapore Armed -

' PBishop stressed Australia remams
‘committed to supporiing the peace .
process and development in Mustim
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‘Adiong has proposed a “holistic
approack’” since Mindanao isamder
martial daw and .especially so that
there are still many civilians Tiving
' withimthe school compound. - -
e .Th'jiéigfié*"zi"'ﬁéec'i;—td*cpnsﬁlt;_a‘né_---
involve the other members of the

MSU icommuity 5o -that they 100

B'i Florante S. Solme

- By 2
.-andSara Fabunan =~
THE military said it has no problem
‘responding to the clamor educators,
stutterits, parents and local officials
‘to Teopen classes at the Mindanao
State University but -added that
security -shouid ‘be .2 paramount
¢oneern to dli to prevernt a possible
‘infiltration of Islamié extremist per-
- sonalifies inside the campus <
- “Rducation ‘is the best antidote
0 terrorism. If we suspend classes
~ignddisalow childrendrom:gomga0 - -

rin- ‘willihave ownership over the prob-.
o jem and take part in the solution,”
- Adiong said; referring tw the seguri-

ty plan that would be crafted within
and outgide the Campus. =4 w0

fvwas also imitially agreed thatthe

school can go on accepting enroliees
undit such time classes opeps in two
" weeks or on a later date;” Galvez said.

He sai¢ the university is the sym-

‘boliand life of Marawi City.and 2
bastion of knowledgeas he assured

school Officials that classes will be
opened at the soonest time possibie.
" Students studying at the univer-

* school; ther: terrorism has already
“wons Western Mindanao. Comz i
- mand -(WestMinCom) chief Lieus
_‘tenant' General Carlito-Galvez Jr.
said.in & meeting called by aniver-
sity officials on Monday. 7
At the samé-time, Calvez dared
: 'thé"béle‘:’iguered terrorists~—Maute;
AbuSayyaf and their foreign com-

_ The military said that more than
500 terrorists, 122 government
troops, and 45 eivilians were killed
with more than a thousand wounded
since the terrorists occupied Mara-
wi inthe latter part of May.

 During the two-hour discussion,
wrilitery and university officials and
faculty members discussed recom-
_ mendation$ on the resumption of
classes and the reopening of estab-
lishments near the university.
Galvez said security arrange-
raent and schedule of class resurmp-
" tion were thoroughly discussed with
Joint Task Force Ranac commander
Brigadier General Ramiro Rey, MSU
" President Dr. Habib Macazyong, and
other university officials. Also present
was Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao Assemblyman Zie Alonio
Adiong.

 Visayas and

*inents will be held to weigh things
. and ascertain the date of opening,

sity. mostly carne froni” marginal-"
i milie Mindanao ;and

from as faras B

g [MS1] has produced a num-
ber of ‘distinct professionals ‘and
scholars and even topnotchers, both
Mugiims -and :Cheistians in jts:56
years of opexjation,’_'_Galvez said..
Reports said that Omar Maute,
one of the leadérs of the terrorist

We might have to delay it, but we
will definitely have to open the
MSU for our students and for our
people,” Galvez said. s
“The ppening of the university
i & challenge, but we have to test
the waters and come up with means
to bring back the life of Marawi
shrough the opening of this revered

institution,” he added.
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CeHT BATIONG

ANILE: |

LEARENE

. -ensure the safe opening of classes at
.’‘the Mindanao State Dniversity (MSU)

t;

‘offensives m

inadist

‘pushere, whic spansfoutbarangays,

- did ‘hot sustain damage in-the fighi-

ing that started on May 23, but the

- military expressed concern about a

- -possible attack by remnantsof Islamic
" Statednspired militants, according to
. Dr. Hahib Macaayong, the university

ste ident. ... .~ i

. Ag of Monday afternoon, Macaay- . Dr. Rasid P
~ presidents for academic affairs and .
operationis, Tespectively. . " L -
At the two-hour meeting, ‘Galvez

explained to MSU officials and stake-

holders “circumstances and possibili-
ties” in the current Marawi strife, and

- already enrolled in'the main MSU. -
T gampus. e

,agreedon mechanisms fo  hopes to enroil at least 12,000 old and

system miin campus Here despite
&0 55 meant 1o - _
- Hitches in the influx of tudentsand -

e 700-hectare MSU main cam-

" Command, and Brig. Gen. Ramiro Rey,

head of the Joint Task Group Ranao, * ..~ Lanao Gel:wl
\ Alnto-Adiong, a member ‘of the MSU'

: ~“Board-of Regents, attended the meet-
. by Macaayong and Dr. Alma Berua ingand _b'atted for “holistic approach”™

ong said, atotal 018,139 students have

Macaayong sajd his administration

new students before the gcheduled

start of classes on August 14, adding - dist
‘tions of the school, Western Mindanao
-.C:Q_m:xﬁa“ndfép'qkesp_ex‘éon (Capt: Jo-Ann.
' Petinglaysaid ina it L

though that a weeklong extension was -
being mulled to iron-out perceived .

prospéct enrollees through security 3

checkpoints along routes

" "Lt. Gen. Carlito 6. _
. cormmander of the Western Mindanao -

led military authorities in meeting .
Monday with MSU top ‘officials led ”

wilthave to open classes ]
Pentinglay quoted Galvez as saying. -

‘Rasid Paca; university vice

ssed the need for safe resump-
f classes and academic opera-.

Jnsses the soonest,”

“Lanao del Sur Assemblyman Zia

. in securing the university campus be-
. catise there are campus residents who

“dire neithet school staff or 'students,
according to Petinglay. . '

- Adiong reportedly suggested the
. involvement of key MSU restdentsin
the consultation to make them feel
- they also have responsibility in secu-
rity arrangements inside the academic
canpus. - o
Macaayong also took exception to
amedia report that 45 enrollees were
denied enrollment due to a “military
lockdown” in this city. sty
The new enrollees were subse-
guently allowed entry when MSU
officials interceded and explained to
soldiers that the 45 individuals had
no university identification cards

because they were not yet enrolled ,
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g
i Zia Alonto Adiong were }omed by
‘Lt Gén. Cartito Galvez; Jr; com-
miander of the Western Mindanao -
“Cotmmand (WestMinCom), fora”
_':dialoguf: with those considered as -

: Concerns abéut the tole of the ula- "
‘ma (the learned of Islain) and the

~sultanate in counteting violent
“extremism and their participation
in ileviating the plight of IDPs.
Inresponse, WestMin-
Com' Chief, Lt. Gen: Galvez ex-
plamed 1o them the complex sifu-
ation in Marawi and the military’s

predicament in the ongoing crisis.

‘Members of the religious sec-
tor, the sultanates and elders
sought unity -of all Maranaos
regardiess of their individual

‘his“own harrowing ‘experience
“of having lost ‘his ‘home and his - decla
treasures burned ‘but said he r.‘ud Fppsst e
U6 proposing the’ actxvzty 10
.2 mamfestation of thelz common

.mMaraw; City, i
. Despite the continting threat to
‘their lives, the ulama and traditional -~

cl of YLanao del Sur, _tradmonal lead- "
ers and local govemment ofﬁcmls met
last Sunday with the military to discuss.
"the phght of In’temally Displaced Persons:
| 1 Maram Clty___:and' 1€

e _'r.aftmg_.

“notlament his loss. -

Inqtead he: offered a prayer for

' __do not waﬁt peace, are notin line
owith' isiam, i one of ’che members

problem of terrorism 18 notonlya’
' e buta nanona]_:

k7

the military can provide answers..
"We support the: ulamas’intent
it pushmg for the conduict of a®
National Ulama Councx because

“we believe that it will save our”
"communities from further devas--
“tafion that violent extremzsm may :
¢ wyetbring " Galvez said . 3

- “Awareness is verylmportans n

.countemng |this threat], therefnre) :
- e need 1o have all the: necessary_.

' show ther dlsagfeementmth and _

leaders réiterated their'spintual ob-
ligation to tél} the truth and express-

~their abhorrence forthe un-lstamic

ways of the Maute terror group in-
spired by the Islamic State. -~ ~
The entire Ulama Coundil agreed

todedlare a farwathatwill condemn -

the barbaric actions of the terrorists

- and to strongly discourage recruit -

ment because of money.
“Ioining an organization in
exchange for money i taboo in

E ".tools and medmm

5 _producnve and very positive. -
<+ -Thezopenness. of the’ d;ifer-
ent ulama organizations-to- Hnite
by declating a fatwa. Was seen as-

truction and fear ir
for 76-days now. .-

- The WestMinCom chief made
sitre 1o personally meet the lead-

. g8, hear them out and discuss with
them specific issues to which only

gree

B * issues that can still be 1r0ned out -
~ “Thisisavery 3mportantevent for - and discussed fiarther. :
‘s i the local governrent, forthe
religiousand traditional leadersand -
the military as well," Adiong said. -

“We intended to pursue this -
. dialogue’in order to bridge the com-
" munication gap among grotips and
~organizations, and yes, it was indeed

‘asuccessful event,” she added.

. Capt. Jo-ann Tetinglay, spokes-
man for Joint Task Force Marawi, .

“said after the meeting that the

WesthMinCom commander signed
a directive for all ‘military units

“conducting checkpoints to imme-
diately establish special assistance
‘and courtesy lanes in all check-

- points and to put up medical first

aid stations in crowded areas for
the traveling ulamas, the elderly
and sickly commuters.
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By JAEME LAUDE

The m1]1tary yesterday dxsn'ussed; '
as !'mere propaganda” the claims of
the National Democratic Front (NDF)- -
about a plot to assassinate Comrtu-
nist Party of the Philippines (CPP)
founding chairman Jose Maria Sison
and overthrow President Duterte.

“'The NDFclaimed the US Central -
Ixmalhge-nce Agency and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines {AFF) .

. hatched two-stage plot to liqui- -
" "date' Sison and remove Diiterte from.

of-tme at all: Thisisonce again
a propaganda line of the Jeft to gain
sympathy and toe the anti-United
States line that they usually take.
__Agam this is such -a preposterous
statement,” AFP spokesman Brig.

.Gen Restituto Padilla said..

s mclmed‘-to believe .the clalms of
the NDE - :
_ Sison descr;bed as “very serious”
the NDF report detailing the assas-
sination plot against him, consider-
ing that it.came from their military
insiders. .
“I take precautions. That is how
much [ believe it. The sources are
reliable and have been reporting
~ for some weeks already. The best
antidote by the NDF to the plot is
exposing it. Of course, I believe in the
(NDF) statement,” Sison said on his
Facebook account..
In its website, the I\}’DF claimed
it received information from several
sources in the AFP that military of-
ficers who are assets of the CIA and -
close to military chief Gen. Eduardo

L £
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' *send a h1t squad compoaed of Alex
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Afio ‘will éxecute ’che fu'st s{:age of Boncavao Bmgade }utn:len and ren-.
the plan. 7 egade New People’s Army rebels, to

- The first stage is for the mlhtarv 0 -the Netherlands to assassinate Sison,
: The raﬁonale behmd the kﬂl plot

_ The 5eccnd s’cage is to Eaunch a
coup to overthrow Dutert’e for @

number Of reasons. :
e Wlﬂl ]os' 3 Ro_ el Clapano

.agéinst .Sis'o:ﬁ,._ the NDF said, is to.

demoralize the revolutionary forces
.and sow confusion within. the ranks
of commumsts

7 (7 AL Rg 0BG (PDE HBWS - SHIVESY ONBNC S3IHE JWYY FHL 20 501440

Bl PGB 10 BTN TR AG

AG LIS AL




B T v O S LIl T-
py FRETIE R STt nENDE DNdE

I~

Leren vigion B 2UEE WS- CIE

T

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF DUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emal add. cacpa.army 201 2@ gmal.com - “enc (02 5450555 Local: D2ES, 528

w7 -
07 august 2077

'DAVAC CITY—The
Democratic Front of the Philip-
-pines{NDFP}has offered to figh
with President Duterte after ex
posing ‘an -alleged plot against-
“himand Commnunist Party of the"
Philippines founder Jose Maria -
Sison by “assets of the s Ceén-
frat Intelligence Agency (CLA).”
In a statement cN Tuesday, .
the NDFP said it had received
reports from “several sources”
“from the Armed Forces of the
Philippines that military offi- @7~ - B e :
cials -who' are “assets” of ‘the: - The NDFD said the basisof It added that there was a
'““‘Cm:‘a're"-invqived-inar_fwg-:s'tage _the_coup would include Du- ‘possibility ‘that the “hit team
lot 1o neatralize Sison and. - terte's - alleged “tollaboration” '-"'j:for'=iE-Aa'ssa-ssmatmg__'Si on.is.
vertnrow pute) dithe: d.his betrayal ready operational’

Rodrigo Duteiﬁfé R ":Josg‘Ma?ia‘_S!:S'dn _

‘i nThe first stage of the mili-. -of the alk with the” _ “Thus, SIS
“taty plotistosend ahitteamto. States by pivoting sowards Chi- started to iake ‘security precdu-
“the'Netherlands in order to as- naand Russia. . o tion, such 2s Jetting voluriteers

 sassinate Sison, with theverbal . “The play for the coup would - ~guard him and take photographs
~approvals of Duterte and Afo, _ also include alleged complaints  of thoseinhis vicinity athome or
pefore -or after the proclama- - -of Favoritism within the Armed “in public places,” the NDFP said.
g st law. nation-  Porces and Philippine National The peace negotiations be-
- “lice. . and . “corrupting .and ~tw_een'the'gov'e'nment.zmd the
DED Hia stalled follow:
ing "accusations “fro

o

‘nission of extrajudici kilings:’

‘tion, the NDFP explained, is to

. *demoralize the revolutionary - The revolutionaty -move- sidesof continuing attacks. -

- forces and possibly sow confu- _frient also noted that it Tecog- ‘Sources from ‘both parties

sion . -and pandemonium" . nized the “previous statements caid the panels would cortinte

. ‘among its members. of the President that he is in toexplore ways to overcome the
“The head and members-of danger of being ousted by 4 recent snagin-thenegotiations.

. the hit team are made 1O ap- coup and that he is therefore Despite the challenges inthe

pear as entirely renegades 0T trying to avert this by appoint- negotiations, both peace panels

dropouts from the New Peo- ing more military officers in have worked hard and achieved

ple's Army even as they are his Cabinet and other high significant achievements in the
_ handpicked mainly from the civilian offices.” talks especiaily on the aspects
special forces of the AFP and “The NDEP is of the view of humnan rights, socioeconomic
secondarily from the former that, even while the two-stage reforms, and political and con-
Alex Boncayao Brigade,” the military plot, especially the stitutional reforms.
" NDFP clatmeds o i first stage, needs Furtherverifi-  Both parties agreed this
_ The second stage of the op- ~ cation, the piot must be imume-  year toimplement the free dis-
eration is amilitary coup toIé " giately exposed in order to dis-  tribution of land to thousands
move Diterte from power, it - courage its implementation,” of poor farmers in the country.
-added. e the NDFP sald. —KARLOSMANLUPIG INQ

m
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| By Francisco Tuya and ;

John Pao!o Bencr 0

'IHE Armed Forceq of the Ph11~j

ippmes on’ Tuesday  described
as preposterons the claim by the
-commanist National Democratic
Front that the US Central Intelli-
gence Agency is planning to kit
Jose Maria® Sison, the founding
.chairman of the Commurist Party
wiof the Philippines; “and 1o “oust

ditla: sazfi the claim was basaless
and fabricated. . :
Nottrue at all,” Pad111a sald f
~*This s once again a propas
~ganda -line-of -the left 4o -gain
sympathy and toe the antl-US
line :that.th -

_ -me Al

- state ent

‘The NDF Executlve Comrmt—
tee claimed to have recejved re:
potis from several sources in the
-AFP that certain military officers
“working with the CIA and within
the circle of AFP Chief of Staff
Gen. -Eduardo Afio were contem-
plating to assassinate Sison and
‘subsequently overthrow Duterte.
- The first stage of the military

plot, ihe NDF claimed, was 1o
Next page

Reds ﬁ

-__send 8 h1t squad to The Nether«
lands o hqmdate Sisod. oo
. “There is .2 high pmbabzhty- :

that the hit team for assassi-

nating Sison is already opera- :
tiopal,” the WDF said.~

-The .group -said the: assassi»

nation plot against ‘Sison had
the verbal approval of Duterte
& Preszdeﬁt ~Rocingo Dutﬁrte ﬁ'om'_-------- a8 GeniAfiosbefore orafter « N

: “the" proclamation - of martial

" The rationale of the assassina-

tion was to demoralize the revo-
lutionary -forces .and -possibly -
- sow confusion and :pandemoni-
..m among them, the NDF said.
- “The head and members of

'plot the NDF claimed wasa’”

‘as. they are

handpxcked .mainly from’ the
. ‘special forces of the AFP and
~-secondarily . from .the former
“Alex: Boncay Bngade,’? the
* 'NDF said: - :

- Sison said ‘he ‘was takmg

precautions.

“That is how 'much 1 beheve"

sodnat” S1son satdi e % The:
Sourcesare *relxable and ‘have:
' been reporting for some weeks
#lready. ‘Best antidote by the-

the plot is. to, Pxpose T

its O=f!ccmrse 1 believe in'the

military :coup ‘against Duterte:

“for having. collaborated with -
‘the communists and the New

Peop]es Army for decades, |
; .-alhance w1th the:

-andRussiar
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"M saying this in the wake of c1it-
icisms over President Duterte’s de-

“ cision#o put former police and mil
itary generals, many -of them from
 theelité Philippine Military Acad-

emy inkey governmentposts. Many
Philippine presidents have done it
before and _it's the former Davac
ity mayor 3 U Tes

. tion program, ¢
" ghare in helping in-particular their .

at's wiong being sorrounded

AFP generals?

" active tinderclassmen in'the PNFled..
by General Ronald "Bato’de la Rosa, -
“sihich is marking today the 116%™ Po--
" ficeService Anniversary. o
Thavecoveredorworked withmany
of these retired officersin the pastand
I reaily believe that pound for pound, .
...theyhave the solid credentials and -
integrity ‘that dould put products of -
topuniveérsitesand colleges:bothhere
and abroad to shame. Except forthe

~PMA-cansemebody please tell me.

+ dause’he’s impressed with them
... The President said that he-and:
former Presidents Gloria Macapagal .
.Arroyoand Benigno Aquino ITT faced -
the same criticism about the appoint--
:ment of military officials. “They ask:’.
Why?Were we afraid of themilitary?-
“We'rériotafraid of themilitary Weare
- impressed with the military:and the:

Fort del Pitar in Bagiio*City-based " :police because you can order then'to ™

whichleaminginsiiuboninttiscoun.

Thiis, ] fully agree with the Prési-

. ‘dent when he:said_shortly after he .

“asstrmed fhe presidency thai refired

. policeand military officers from PMA. .

Ul e describedas ‘menof integti-

. sty would form part of his solid team

. that will lead the crackdown against ..

criime drugsandcoriup

“athe President recentily:say]
“hasnotbeenputting formermembers -

iof thearmed services int goverranent

* “posts because he's afraid of them but
rather, he's putting them there be-

; -1 ; g
* dohe fastbecanse that's the way they
-havebeentrained. “TwasDavaomay-
Cor aleag time. 1¢s difficilt with the -
“civilians, those with eligibility. When .
you give them instructions, they take -
along Hmeto doit. Whenyot tell them
+ finish itin one hour, these people -
susmaryosep. After lunch bregk,-they_'

work, he told our troops in Marayd

City.

OI

stroll
OmeT

got

“eralé from ‘the PMA ‘arealready i
- Druterte’s government- They inciude.
friends like Catalino ‘Litoy’ Cuy, &
former PNP Special Action Force di- "+ =

by retired PN

rectorwhoisnow theOfficer-in-Chazge -
ofthe DILG;former PNP chief Bobby -
Lagtimiosowhoigimow Chait-gf the -
Philippine’ National Railways; Aex
Paul - Monteagudo, mow the NICA ..
PiractorGeneral; NestorQuinsa

Jis the PDEA: . Director
General; ‘Anselmo Pingi, Special Iin:
oy on Transnational Crime; and Al- -
- lan Guisihan, Executive Director of
Philippine {enter .on Transnational -
Crime, s T S
i uOithers from the AFP. are ‘retired
iChemerals Miguel: Abaya = director,
:DevelopmentBankof the Philippines; .
“DelfinLorenzana; DNDsecretary; Jun- ..
"-Espemn,theNaﬁonail’Secmii:yCdun-

Tiehd; Roy Cimiatu the DENR ees 0~
. Benjatnin Defensot,’a’CDC -

dérsecretary; yBa .

“ye director of the Office of the Exec-
“live DiréctoronSecurity, Justice and
Teace Chuster; .5 Vo

. Ricardo Visuya — administrator,
Natitnal Irrigation Admindstration;
Jason Aquino, administrator, Nation:
--alFood Authority,the controversial
‘Customs .chief. Nicanor Faeldon;

Tabaquero — undersecretary, Fresi-
. TOPAGES . .
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.'-.denhal Advzser on M.lll B {Jperatmns, DIND; Ricar-
© tary Affau‘s, ERafJ;no Lo ~.dofalad ~—administrator,

-ciersecretary, DND; Edu—
ards delRosario—imdes:
secretary for.civil, weter-:

-fan’te—-uz\dez‘secretary for - Carglina -— adminisira-
finance and materiel, . tor, Philippine Veterans -

T DND:Cesar’ Yanc s :

. 'dersecretar'f “for defenise.
tions, OCD; Jonathan:

. ‘Martir —governmentar
senaludirecto
= chksonHermoso—an
‘sistant secretary for peace
and security ‘affairs OF
o office ok the Presidertial:

-Adviseronthe PeacePro-
' cess;TesusFajard o= dep- |

HOffifeoFCivil Defersearid -
“executivediracior, Natiofi-
_-alusasi:erstkReduchon'_‘
: and Mdnagement Lo yn-

Marc‘lano Pa}mat}r s
" ans and retirec affairs; _.-_:underqecretaﬂ Officeof ;
* DND; . Raymundo. Elé-.. the President; . Ernesto -

. Affairs' bfﬁcé} .:R'aﬁi Ca— :

balles — deputy admin-

jstrator, PV AQ; Rodolfo “a
”Sant;llem = depufy ad

ministrator for :opera

JND

uty director gengral for:
administration, PDEA
- ‘Bduardo Gongona -—na-

_:PCSO general ma.nager, o
"+ Rodolfo Gaicia—general
"'-_mana er,Meh‘oRaﬂ'I‘ran y
st 3, Reubien, Lista s,
‘denitand CEO, Phlhppl

_Nahonzﬂ OllCO + 0sear:

tzonal dxrector, Bureau {)f_ '

Exploration Corp.; Bruce =

Concepcion '~ director,

- PNOC; Adoli Borje —di- "
“rector, PNOC; and  plr- -
. ported. incoming DILG .
- Gecretary Ed Afio..

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel ne. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

o

-
~




A

VIS0 5_. 7

Oelag GE T Lo

ThEl I & SOJTIE LT

nELDNE e

IF PUBLIC 4FF Emali agd ¢acps 200 it.com~Teino. {02: 825-2
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC LFF RS — Emali adt gacpa.army20i2@gmai.com - 1€ e55

0555 Local: 5285, 5285

Loty

ugust 2017

WA

part of me dzed when my son Ma,amor

_biy hit much later. The:daily tremors and

sounds of bomibs and artillery fire are now

_the new figrmal in Marawt. -

“Ttisnot somuch the monetary wﬁue of the _

house as the books, memerntos, pusaka {heir-
looms), tzophies, ete. The house was even fea-
tured in the Sunday TV program “Rated K” be-
cause of therare and priceless muebles utitigos

-collected by the missus from the countries we ™

‘had stayed in or visited, as well as her oil por-
trait by Imao ‘and an aticient, 14-foot -Chinese

" the’ syiiabuses hat our pmiessors used,

* muist confess [am not- tech-savvy, 50 1.
" found those textbooks though worn-out, .

handy even L my practlce of law. 1 can

' 'showed me pictures of the remains of -

_ as-in-denial. The house was mot .
. bombed, ransacked and torchedintheear- - :
- Ty'weeks of the siege, giving my family and
"' mea’false sense of hope, but it-was proba-:

*jat Trémember that transporting: them Wasar:

law, Islam 'hzstory, fiction—1 valued: very'_:_' T
_much my textbooks m law school Which I :

._and had hobnobbed and. rubbed elbcw;rs mth
‘kings -and presmlents and. the ‘rch and fa:
rous, without evzdence’f‘ Thev mlght t’tunk._..:

'vzv1d1y ‘recall - the ‘underlined: meortant 5
provisions and:principles of laws (thecgls
‘ored highlighters had yet to 'be invented).”
-‘Some pageswere messy, with alot'of “NB”.
{nota bene) “tags, caricatures,

notes and mnemonics {like MENTAL: for

Moral, Exemplary, Nominal, Temperate,
Acnzaland L1qu1dated damages) whlch my
B ezdetlc memoiy-easily recalls, . =
Although . with advanced m.‘formation-_-. :
technology one can-use the computer for easvﬁ_
research on law and jurisprudence, 1 still pre-
ferred my: books They pmwded -ease: and A

“agqua’ sports equipment for” W‘indsurﬁng,---f

marginal

. brightFeliow in New York University for hts -

the1r septuagenanan lafo 8 fantasmmg
v Themoronic rebels, or whoever were™
-espousxble for:the destruction:of a1iy 1
" Imentos; must have been curious to” “Hin

waveboardmg and water skiing, sails’ and;?-
“figs in'my house. Lake Lanao‘has periodic

- mistfal winds and moderate waves perfect
for leisure windsurfing during ‘the midriths -

- -of January and February: I-tried to ‘riarket ™

the idyllic lake as a destination for aqua
sport buffs during my stint as tourism un- '
dersecretary, but always the peace ‘problem -~
got inthe way. All these are also gone now. .
My golf sets, although no Jlonger in*
‘vogue, ‘had stories to tell. T remeémber my
_old Marurnan set whichT used whenIstart- .
“ed playing golf. 1t'sa simiall comifort that my
other sets are. m car other famlly houses in,

/e been surpnsed 10 'see a sackful
o) range balis which I had used for pracnce

. there being no driving rafige in Marawi. -

‘These objects may be lost forever; but

& the ‘memories associated with them can»_.-

otbe: erased even by time. .

- postgraduate studies. He thas served the:-
.government as-congressman, ambassador,' -
-and unc[ersecretary, among other positions.
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ORLINE NEWS
09 AUGUST 2017

'DND: No talk with US on drone strike
against PH terror targets

Priam Nepomuceno Augus: £ 2017, 4:23 pm
MANILA, Aug. 8 -- There are no talks with the US government regarding the use of its armed drones

against I1SIS-inspired terror groups in the Philippines.

This was confirmed by Department of National Defense (DND) public affairs office chief Arsenio
Andoiong in a statement Tuesday.

“The DND denies any discussions regarding the use of US drones 1o strike against Daash-inspired
terrorist groups in the Philippines. The AFP also states that no such discussions have occurred at their
level,” he noted.

Carlier reports claimed that the US Department of Defense is considering a plan to conduct air strikes
against 1SIS targets in the country, particularly in Mindanao area.

"The Chief-of-Staff AFP, Gen. Eduardo. Afio, said that at present such a measure is not within the
provisions of the Mutual Defense Treaty. Direct military actions are only allowed during actual foreign

“Hinvasion by another stateractors Hence such-a-proposition-has fo:u ndergo-a-process:and.an.agreement. .ol

must be reached that should have the approval of both the highest officials of our nations,” Andolong

emphasized.

The AFP is currently locked in fierce combat with Maute Group terrorists following a botched attempt to
arrest Abu Sayyaf Isnilon Hapilon and 1SIS "emir" in Southeast Asia last May 23.

" DND Secratary Daifin Lorenzana reiterated that no-discussions regarding air strikes from whatever = n o

platforms hitting local targets transpired at his jevel.

However, both officials expressed their appreciation for the reporied desire of the US fo help the
Philippines fight iS1S-inspired terrorists groups in the country.

Although Philippine-US security relations and counter terrorism efforts are robust, US assistance has
heen iimited o technical assistance, sharing of information and training.

Terrorism has indeed become a global menace that the community of nations must unite against.
ASEAN of late has issued strong statements on the matter, (PNA}

It /v, pna, aov. ph
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PAF shopping for deployment
requirements for FA-50PH jet aircraft

R B AWRW I pnEL o ph

Priam Nepomuceno August £, 2097, 255

MANILA, Aug. 8 — The Philippine Air Force {(PAF) has ailocated the sum of PHP7,792,000 for the
acquisition of materiels and eguipment needed for the deployment of its South Korean-made FA-50PH

"Eighting Eagle” jet aifcraft which is now seeing action over Marawi City.

Bid 0pén§ng i
City, said PAF bids and awards committee chair Brig. Gen. Nicolas Parilla in & bid buli
Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System.

etin posied at the

No specifics were given on the items to be acquirad due to operational security concerns.

' ":Thé FA:50PHs are currently being wsed-by the-military-in the ground-support roi
neutralize the remaining Maute Group terrorists in Marawi City: - o

Other aircraft helping in the ground-support role are the Rockweli OV-10 "Bronco", SIAl-Marchetti SF-
260 light attack planes and AgustaWestland AW-106 attack helicopters, to name a few.

The PAF operates 12 units of the Korea Aerospace Industries-made fighter jet.

The entire order is worth PHP18.9 billion.

As of 7 p.m. Aug. 8, the number of Maute Group terrorists killed has reached the 528 mark while number
of government troops slain in the ongoing operations is now at 122 along with 45 civilians executed.

Recovered firearms are placed at 603 and rescued civilians at 1,728 Fighting in Marawi City started in

May 23 when government troops botched an attempt to arrest Abu Sayvyaf ieader and 18IS "emir” in
Southeast Asia Isnilon Hapilon. (PNA)
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AFP: PH yet to receive notice of US airstrike
plan in Marawi City

T A8 e hittp fwww . pna gov.ph

Priam Nepomuceno Adigiust &, 2077,

MANILA, Aug. B - The head of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP} said the Philippines is yet to
receive.a formal notice. from the United States of its reported, plan to.conduct airstrikes in the besieged

Marawi City and noted that such proposal, if any, has to undergo a process.

AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Eduardo ARc said only when the Philippines is actually invaded by .“anb’iher state
actor can direc: military action invelving US forces can be allowed.

"Direct military actions may only be allowed during actual invasion of the Philippines by another state actor,”
he said. "We at the AFP is yet to receive any formal notice or offer for such air capability deployment.”

.may be allowed under the Mutual Defense Boarg-Security Engagement Board.

Afo expressed appreciation over US' desire to help in the ongoing fight against terrorists in the southern
Mindanao city bu! aiso emphasized that it has to undergo a process. "And & covenant must be had betwesan

the Commanders-in-Chief of both nations before that option my be adopted,” he said.
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We appreciate Pentagon's reported desire o help the Philippines in the fight against Daesh-insgi
Group because terrorism is a global menace that the community of nations must unite to fight against.’

said.

A US news network reported the Pentagon is considering & plan that would allow the U8 military to conduct
air strikes in Marawi City. Fighting in Marawi City started when government forces tried 1o arrest Abu Sayyaf
ieader and 1SIS "emir" Isnilon Hapiion last May 23. (With Kathryn Villamayor-OJT/PNA)
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AFP Statement On Reported Plan of US o use
Drone Strikes against Daesh Inspired Groups
~within the Philippines

“45 reported in Media, this is "z plan” being considerad. We at the AFF is ye! tc receive any formal

notice or offer for such air capability deployment.

The existing Mutua! Defense Treaty provides tha only technical assistance and training may be allowed

under the Mutua Defense Board-Security Engagement Board {(MDB-5EB).

Direct military actions may only be aliowed curing actual invasion of the Philippines by another state
actor.

We appreciate Pentagon’s reported desire to help the Philippines in the fight against Daesh-mspired
Maute Group because terrorism is & giobal menace thai the community of nations must unite to fight
against,

However, such pwpasuor i any has to underge & p")cess aAnd e aove..m must be had belwean the
Commanders-in-Chief of both nations before that option | am adopied.’

wwaw. dwgd.com
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PHE defense exec cites need for talks on defense
forces

From the Philippine News Agency {Aug 8): PHL defense exec cites need for talks on defense forces

Department of National Defense (DND) Undersecretaty Ricarde A David Jr. on Monday
highlighted the need for discussions ahout reserve forces

in his speech during the 14th ASEAN Regional Forum Security Policy Conference (ASPC) at the
Philippine International Convention Center (PICC). David said this topic “is seldom discussed in

multilateral fora,”
wGien the uRigls vet critical role-of reserve forces we should also promote cooperationin this

arga,” he sald.

The conference gathered defense and security officials from the 10-member regional block
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) as well as thelr counterparts from several

nartner countries such as Australia.

nromote coniidence building among Jefense ant security authorites.

i was first held in 2204 10 help pro

David is optimistic that Monday's conference will further help officials "derive new lessong and

cooperation activiies”

‘e believe that we can build trust and confidence with our pariners if we know where they are coming

from and we can promote a wide array of cooperation if we understand the over-all dynamics of the _

| line with the objectives of the ASPC but alsc the Philippines thrust o streamling and

"This is not oniy In
rationalize inftiatives of the region (¢ ensure that our cooperation activiies complement one another and

dc not gupiicate our efforts.” he added.
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