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The Cathotic prelate pf war-torn -

Marawi City was outraged by
the Maute group’s supposed

plan to use its hostages as hu-

man bombs if their situation
worsens any further.”

The terrorists, whe attacked
the city on May =23, made the
threat as security forces re-
gained control of Marawi where

soldiers and policemen have -

been finding human remains,

mostly skeletal.
“Horrible! Repulsive!
terrorists must be really desper-

ate to make this threat,” Marawi

hishop Edwin dela Pefia said of
the Maute plan tc use their
hestages as human bombs.

"They really-know that-this—

The

wlatestchatlengedsaeally despli- i
~cable and they hope that the -

government will heed'this,” he
said after escaped hostages '
told the authorities of tbe

_.Maute plan. -
The authorities could not

determine exactly how many

wohostages: theventremists sholdyn:
of " the Hostages, !

EhE

Catholic priest Teresito Sug-
anob, earlier said there were
hundreds.

Suganob, the

gain the city.
So far, soldiers and police-

men have found 45 haman re- -

mains in the beleaguered city

_but none of them match the

DNA samples submitted by
Marawi residents looking for
missing relatives.

Supt. Ramos-Bergonio, oper-
ations chief of the Philippine
National Police Crime Labora-

“tory,; said the DNAof the gy hu=

man

escaped .
hostages said, was still alive
and was being forced to make
bombs as security forces re- |

_remains

were

against 57 DNA samples submit-
ted by the relatives.

“There has been no recorded
match,” Bergonio said, adding
that genetic sampling was the
only means of accurately identi-

fying the bodies because of
;t_heu advanced St:ate of decom-
'POSItion. —JULIE M. AURELIS AND

JEANNETTE L ANDRADE INQ

EOSTEd

@
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www. dwdd.com

' (DWDD) - General Robert Nelier, Commandant of the United States Marine Corps visits
General Eduarde Aflo, Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) at the
AFP Hall of Flags in the General Headquarters Building, Thursday, 10 August 2017.

General Neller met with other senior AFP leaders to discuss current military to military

AMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO, Quezon City . . ..

- partnership and support. Present in the courtesy call is Rear Admiral Narciso Vingson.Jr,oooo oo

= the Deputy Chief of Staff AFP (left), and behind General Nelieris his Filipino Counterpart,
MGen Emmanuel Salamat, Commandant of the Philippine Marine Corps. Photo by GhN1t
Donald Viluan PN / PAGAFP | MCAG

pE;
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Maraw1 bishop slams Maute plan to use
‘hostages as suicide bombers

Ferdinand Patinio Aupust 15, 2017, 5:40 pm

MANILA -- Marawi Bishop Edwin dela Pena slammed the reported plans of the Maute group to
use their hostages as suicide bombers against government forces.

"Horrible! Kasuklam-sukiam! Desperate na talaga ang mga terrorists kaya gmawa nria n‘ong
banta,” Dela Pena said in a text message sent to reporters on Tuesday.

"':The Cathohc pre!ate edded "Alam nf/ang nekekasukfam falaga ffong hui/ng hamon nfla kaya o
umaasa sifang pakikinggan sila ng gobyerno.”

With this, Dela Peria is praying for the release of all hostages including Catholic priest Chito
“Suganob.

"On this.Feast.of the:Assumption of.the:Blessed Virgin:Mary, we: mvoke her. mtercesszon for the
release of all hostages including Fr. Chito {Suganob)," he added.” o

Three hostages who were able to escape in Marawi City revealed the group's sinister plan of
the fterrorist group fo strap improvised explosive devices fo hostages.

Some 46 people are still held captive by the 1SIS-inspired organization. (PNA)
{Photo from CBCP Online)
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AFP validating Chinese intrusion reports off

‘Pagasa Island
Priam Nepomuceno August 15, 2017, 545 pm

MANILA -- The military is verifying reports regarding alleged Chinese activities near Pagasa
istand.

This was emphasized by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief Col.
Edgard Arevalo following Magdalo Rep. Gary Algjano's revelations of such during the
Depatment of National Defense's budget hearing on Monday (Aug. 14).

In a press briefing, Alejano claimed Chinese vessels were spotied "one to three nautical miles
north of Pag-asa Island.”

Arevalo said the AFP will not issue any other comment until they verified the said information.
(PNA)

Ay
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‘Military to be alerted should NK proceeds
with missile launch

Priam Nepomuceno August 18, 2047, 2140 pm

MANILA -- Pertinent Filipino military units will be alerted once North Korea decides o go ahead
with its plan fo launch four intermediate range missiles off Guam waters sometime this month.

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo, however,
said it is very unlikely that the country will be embroiled in any conflict should the spat between

North Korean and US escalate.

"Regarding North Korea's threat against Guam, we do not see any possibility that the
Philippines will (get) embroiled in this spat as we are not really part of this conflict or (in the very
least the} verbal tussle that is happening between the United States and North Korea," he

added in Filipino.

But.in.the remote possibility that North Korean proceeds with its plan, the AFP with.its-Northern.. ot
Luzon Command will be alerted in the event that any missile debris reached that part of he

“country, Arevalo disclosed.”

"There (might) be debris {from) the missile that might affect the northern part of our country, so
in this regard, we will alert the Northern Luzon Command o monitor on that possibility," the

AFP official said.

' Secretary Delfm Lorenzana sa:d they are ireating the gvent as a civil defense ra‘zher than a
military issue.

"Our Office of Civil Defense (OCD) is on standby and prepared to address any untoward
incident that may occur in the aftermath of such a missile launch. As we have done in the past,
we have directed OCD to coordinate with the AFP in determining the areas that will potentially,

although remotely, be affected,” he noted.

The defense chief added that the OCD may also issue no-sail-zone advisories to coastal areas
and alert advisories fo local government agencies to step up preparedness of local communities
in case the debris of a missile launch reaches the Philippines.

Lorenzana also called on all countries involved to exercise sobriety and refrain from actions that
may escalate tensions not only in the Korean Peninsula, but the rest of the Asia-Pacific region

as well. (PNA) ’2'(#
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Marawi rehabilitation needs comprehensive plan,
multilateral coordination

" From the Philippine information Agency {Aug 15): Marawi rehabilitation needs comprehensive plan,
multilateral coordination

In 2 roundtabie discussion on Friday, August 4, gubbed as “Rehabilitation and Recoverv of Maraw] City:
Taking Steps Forward.” representatives from various sectors drew together fo address the concerns

brought about by the ongoing crisis in the capital of Lanao del Sur.

Former United Nations Development Programme {UNDP) senior technical advisor for Yolanda recovery,
Adam Marlatt, in his presenfation. drummed the urgency for the creation of 2 comprehensive, multi-agency

rehabilitation nlan.

“As the final movements are made by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) to secure [Maraw! City],
immediate measures must be taken ensuring good iransition and rehabilitation phase,” he said.

Mariatt, an American Marine Reserve Infantry Sergeant and founder of Global Disgster immediate
Response Team (DIRT), said that the Marawi crisis needs “early recovery planning including the faunch of
a cluster system as weli as implementing immediste proiects to coordinate, de-confiict, and identify critical

needs,”

This.rehab engagement Marlall ssid, must invelve an intensive coordination among alf Bhilippine. ..

agencies, private sector actors non-qovemment orqanzzatians mtematxcna% NGOS and mtemat:onai _
“governments’ stakeholders. i : _ . : e

Crises, such as this in Marawi, are not new to Marlait. Using the skills he learned on the batilefield, on a
District Stabiiity Team with the US Siate Department. he has depioved his feam in the immediate aftermath
of disasters fo provide technical solutions, medical assistance, and coordination support. Among his
team’s interventions included Haitl, Pakistan, New Zealand, Japan, and the tri-state arez after Hurricane Sandy.

" In the recovery phase, Marlatt shared a few points on how to go forward:

® After immediate actions taken, [psvchesocial] projects should be implemented o change the
culture of Marawi City and its reintegrated residents.
® Expand the sconomic activities {including agricultural, indusirial, and technical pregramming) to

aliow for the fransition from illicit work opportunities to trade skilis.
* Engage with the private sector on the facilitation of long-lerm activiiies fo expand opportunities
while reducing extremism and illegal aclivities in the area.

Humanitarian assistance
As the discussion was aimed at examining possible long-term interventions towards rebuilding Marawi from the

rubble, Negosyo Para sa Kapayapaan sa Sulu consultant Gabriel Malvar's talk centered on the compiexity of the
issue, including iis socio-paitical, cultural, and economic aspacts and conseguences.

“We need {o iook at the issues in the Marawi crisis from various perspectives, ... This is & combination of various
factors in the past and present. The innocent civilians are the ones caught in the conflict,” he said,

13
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Head of Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office (PDRRMO) - Lanao del Sur Saripada Pacasum Jr
presented updates on the developments of the relief operations of their counterpart in Autonomous Region in

Muslm Mindanac {ARMM),
Pacasum reported that as of August 3, around 1,758 civillans have been rescued by ARRM-PDDRMO.

saymg thai various loual and na’{lcnaf govemmen agencnes have started col[aboratmg wrth the Jomt Taﬁk Group
{JTG) on the rehabilitation,

Abad also assured that humanitarian assistance, relief, and rescue are in fuil swing under the direction of the Joint
Task Force Marawi and the National Emergency Operations Center (NEQC), through JTG Ranao and JTG
Tabang.

The children and fheir future

For his part, Xavier Ateneo president Fr Roberto € Yap SJ told the group that the university is willing fo provide
venues and technical assistance for the discourse on the rehabilitation of Marawi City.

XU has more than & hundred Muslim siudents and has recognized the interfaith efforts of the student group, Siraj
huslim Religious Organization.

Xavier Ateneo’s Sceial Development Office and XU Central Student Government are aiso manning
the #Tabangiarawi relief cperation at the XU Peace Park. As of this report. Tabang Maraw! has already received

more than Php4ht worth of cash and in-kind donations.

Besides emphasizing the importance of coordination from different public and private sectors to address the

Marawi crisis, Yap re-echoed the words of Fr Bienvenido Nebres S4 (former president of Xavier Universityand &

Ateneo de F\/ian Ha Jn vers;ty)

Whenever we coordma‘fe we shound pu* in our mmds and hearts the ch:ld{er‘ of MaraWI if we fau ﬁe chlidren we
faii the future,” Yap said, expressing the university's commitment as a convergence point of ideas and discussions

for the rehabilifation efforts.

XU's vice-president for social devetopment Roei Ravanera, in his closing remarks, alsc said that the university
remaing steadfast in providing context on the realities of Marawi crisis through social outreach, research, ang

i :-mciuswe engagemants thh dsfferent pubhc and pr vate orgamzatlons

The Maraw; cenf’;ct eru;)teu on i\:%ay 23 after g cm‘% ngent of roughly 500 members Gf the }SIS~In3p1red Maute
terrorist group attacked the city, resulfing in over 500 deaths, displacement of more than 200,000 people, and

billions worth of damage to property.
The naticnal government targets to earmark at least Php10B initiaily for the Marawi rehabilitation and recovery.

This roundiable discussion was made possible through the collaboration of Xavier Ateneo, Upsiton Sigma Phi of
the University of the Philippines, and Presidential Communicaticns Operations Office (PCOQ) through

Undersecretary Noel Puyat.

Guests included representatives from the Philippine Army, Oro Chamber, Depariment of Agriculture - Region 10,
Fhilippine Nationa! Poiice - Northern Mindanao, Muslim Youth Council, Lanao da! Sur Provincial Disaster Risk
Reduction Management Office (FCRRMO), National Economic and Development Authority - X, and civil society

organizations.
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Clearing operations vs Maute o continue, says Task
Force Marawi spox

* From the Philippine Information Agency (Aug 15): Clearing operations vs Maute to continue,
says Task Force Marawi spox

Fighting has remained infense here vesterday, Aug. 14, as the government troops are
sfill clearing a remaining sguare-kilometer area in the main business district here
according to Capt. Joan Fetinglay, spokesperson of Task Force Marawi.

In a press briefing, Petinglay said, “our soldiers are doing their best fo neutralize every member
of the [SIS-inspired Maute terror group, and fo rescue as many hostages as they can.”

Petinglay also reported that 582 terrorists were killed and 619 firsarms were
recoveredsince the ciashes between the Maule group and the government soldiers erupted

last May 23.

The terrorists have killed 45 civilians and 128 soldiers and policemean,

In the same press briefing, Assembiyman Zia Alonto Adiong of the Autonomous Region in

Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) also revealed that the'local chief executives of Lahao del Surhad ™
«metindhigan. Gty to.diseuyss.and. find.ways{o.counter.extremisminthe are@u e i s it e i

The local government officials and security officials have forged to work for long-term solutions
o the security threats in Lanao del Sur.
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SRR aw crisis.

Government agencies have continued to provide the affected families with relief goods while
the Department of Heaith (DOH) continues to extend free health care services for the

evacuees.

Transitional shelters will also be built to relocate the evacuees from cramped evacuation
centers.

Y

Army Gore Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




