Army Vision: By 2029, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride




Army viston: By 2UZ8, a world-Class Army that Is a source oF national pride.

29 AUGUST 2017

5 ISIS bumulagta sa sagupaan

Cathedral nabawi na sa Maute

Betchai Julian

PAGE
Il B CTITLE _WRITER | NEWSPAPER
1 Weather - PDI p.A10
HEADLINES
2-3 Espenido’s deployment to lloilo stumps mayor Philip Tubeza PDI p.A1
4-5 ‘Uniawful killings not aliowed’ Alexis Romero Phil, Star p.1
ARMY RELATED NEWS
6 Cops in siay of Marawi soldier relieved Ceciile Suerte-Felipe | Phil. Starp.12
7 Army soldier arrested in drug buy-bust Mike Crismundo Mia. Bulletin p.9
8 2 NPA rebels killed in Isabela encounter Dempsey Reyes Mia. Times p.A7
g 2 NPA rebels die in Isabela Freddie Lazaro Mia. Bulietin p.7
10 Phlia}ntrop:st donates P68-M to fallen Army Priam Nepomuceno | www.pna.gov.ph
soldiers
AFP RELATED NEWS
129 cops, soldiers slain in Marawi conflict get . .
A g0} Duterte gives Lapu Lapu awafd tq 1_29 Maraw% = o N TSR S
S fallen soldiers _ 4 Nestor-Corrales PRI AL i i
Duterte confers Order of Lapu Lapu on 129 .
13-14 fallen toops in Marawi Argyil Cyrus Geducos | Mia. Bulletin p.1
15 Photo: Tribute to failen heroes PNA Tribune p.4
16-17 | 10 Maute reinforcements slain Francis Wakefield Mia. Bulletin p.1 :
~.18....} 10 terror suspects kilted in lake Lanac battle. . .1~ Jeoffrey Maitem .. .IPDIpA2 ... ... foi
19‘_’ 21 ’ : g;\gaute men killed trying to enter Marawi war | Boel Parefio 1enil Starp -
22-24 | AFP readies ‘1 big battle’ for Marawi Mario J Mallari Tribune p.1
25 The end is near for Marawi: AFP Victor Reyes Malaya p.B1
25 Wounded soldiers back to Marawi frontline Jeoffrey Maitem PDI p.A12
Maute patriarch’s death woun’t affect case vs .
27 terrorists — DOJ Edu Punay Phil. Star p.10
28 isiamlc Center, St. Mary's Cathedral retaken by Francis Wakefield Mia. Bulletin p.6
roops
;\rﬁerorista mas mapangahas sa pagkamatay ni Betchai Julian
aute
29 AL Jacinto Abante p.6

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




Army vision: By JU4H, a8 worlg-Ciass Army that 1s a source ot national pride.

Gemma Amargo-

Ngayon p.2

. L )
30 Child warriors isinasabak na! Garcia
31 NPA release 10 construction workers Mike Crismundo Mia. Builetin p.8

32-33 | Third visit in Marawi Mocha Uson Phil. Star p.9

OPERATIONAL UPDATES - JTF Marawi www.dwdd.com
34 marks significant success ' '
Kin of soldiers fighting for the country are www.pna.gov.ph

35.36 | heroes, too Liza Agoot Pna-gov:

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision, By 2028 &

wortc-glass Army thalis &

source of natlonal pras

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - £mail add: oacpa.army2012@gmai.com - Tel no.

24

August 2017

Y AMBOANGA GITY
24 - 32 °C:

| METRO
| MANILA.

A

Page:

(02) 845-0655 Local: 5285, 5285

iifar thunderstorss ..

TUGUEGARAD

" Lallos

. 25-32°C.

25-_30"(:.:"

ELIENS LSS N> N

-f'GAGAYRﬂ

95 3% “0 ’

BAGUIO - o _ )

R R e UBABDLOD - _
15L23°C 1Bl TG e ape . s
I B0 16--.21 G . 8-30°C - 25.82°0
SBNIA/ . METRG -

GLARK : A CEBY o j :

25-31°C . 25 3o°c ’ 26-32°C  26-32°C msanwmmmmr ﬁ’x&‘

WEEKDAYS
DZRHNEW MONDAY - FRIDAY pELHPENAS GAM &.gé?cgm 2 9PM

. . i d NS

¥ TTAM & 5PM | EKEN

1

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Telno.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the neople. Securing the land.

{

{02) 845-2555 Local: 5285, 5205




s8 Army thal is & source of nalionai pride

el o, (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Vision By 2028 & worid-cla

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFEAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - T

18 August 2017

STORY BY PHILIP S TUBEZA AND CHRISTINE C. AVENDANG

President Duterte has assigned the controversial police inspector to lotle City headed
by jed Patrick Mabilog, who ic or the Chief Executive’s list of alleged narcopoliticians. fié

I_Wﬂi ask ynu aga; _
" “asked for- the ‘assignment -

““Leyte. The mayor. there died,”
-0UMY, Duterte ‘said, breaktng off it
mxdway through a prepared'
. speech during N ationial Heroes
~Pay relebranon at lemgan ol
_ mga Bayani  in. Taguig ity

v .'_"Where'Espemdo and: 29

- FROM A1

By Phlilp ‘C. Tubeza ;
ami Chrlstme (3] Aveﬂdano :

2

~and I*m'thé'--cne published, he; W

Espemdc'_-dld ot eply, but e
_ . later he. told reporters ‘that his' v
penido’s assignment to his city. . _asmgnment to Iiollo was “God s w1pe outcrime and drugs:

' {See rel ated storyon thzs page} Wil = o Thousands: of . people. have,
: S "You know that my superiw " beenkilled and the violence has

he nometheless welcomed ‘Es+

i :' ‘Wlii he iwe‘?’ o or's orders, especiaily the Presi~ been criticized by much of the
Mr Dilterte called Espeméo - .dent’s, are God’s will. We Wﬂl do "1nternatlonal Comtmunity. - :
to the front &nd to]d ?um tostay ', our best,” tie said. - : - .- Mabilog ' was one of the offz-

there. -’ Espemdo urged Mabllog o cxals namecl bv Mr Duterte ]asi:
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' year.as among public officials

- involvedin the narcotics trade’ -
- No'charges; however,~had =~
- been filed: bv the pohce agamst-'

-the mayor’

- Mabilog has since been: ag—“‘--"

:_.gresswe}y implementing’ pr
“grams-and activities against il-

“cause’'of concern.”
Inatext message Drglon ac-
knowledged that it was Presi-

dent Duterte’s preroganve o

postEspenido in Ioilo.

- “And the peace- lovxilg, cul-f_'.-
tured and Jaw-abiding: Ilonggos- _
welcome! {Espenido)’ 10" Hoilo®

‘order; ultimately, i
:Zpemdo ‘saccountand responmbﬂ: 3

L But Espemdo 5 asmgnment_
to Iloilo has igiven ‘Senate M-
-norlty' Leader Fra.nkhn Drlion a

his ‘new place of asmgnmemt
‘Lacson said in 2 text message:. o0

* Presidential

.*.confrorﬁlng the drug problengj"”m“”'””.m””'""'

in Hoilo:City.
Sen. Panfilo- Lacson sa:d he-

believed Esperudo “knows What-_
‘todo™ :

“rWhile there’sa ot of double:
paak inthe Premdezxt’s'marchmg_ﬁ':

ity to tiphold the ritle of fawand-
follow the rules’ of engagement m{i

. He sdid he knew Tspenido,
who' ‘'worked with him itf the
Anti-Organized
Crime Task Force i7 years ago. -
“] know him as a focused,

" diligent - and- upright- NONCOMm-

missioned officer,” Lacson said.:

* “am’banking on'that and more.
“tosay whatTjust said about the’

man.” . —WITH  REPORTS = FROM

- City,” said, Dnlon who haﬂs__j

E f‘rom Hoflo.

~ment to Ilmlo City of Espenidois
a cause of concern,” the senator

 said, referring to the police offi- .
cial’s controversial track record. - -
. Drilon, however, expressed .

'WAT.CIH:.Dpt'er:.a _sg'six.sEs.penido'thEcllc e

c ity—}'&l’i's.ayvasf..‘dr'ﬁg bedroek’

hope that Espenido waould Tiged
Mr. ;Duterte § order fide] “fcllow

e httpt/ fingnews/EspenidoTransterret i

i _
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Pri sSitdent Duterte flashes the clenched 1st s:g 'with Saldy and.
‘Lorenza delos: ‘Santos;: parents:of Kian, durmg eeling at:‘Ma- PO R AT Sl LA T AL ATACH o : i
lacanang yesie ___ay Story on’ Page4".. R S g lent -1 ] Turn to Page4 '
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“and you canpit him under: your;.
:-custodv, ‘the Presider

favor, I will support yoiL.
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,t‘nenyou avi
er_dc__)r_ne Hhiat-wiolence 460
o him to the folds of the Taw;

_ Autopsy res

(

..)f._

15t that Delos Santos was ‘shot'on

His pares ts_SaldyandLoren— ;
za, filed a complaint formurder .
_'agamst ‘Caloocan City ‘police’
 station 7head Cl'uefhisp Amo '5 '

The pohcemen in déﬁfnng, rte ut :
llegations that they executed - tance of snielding
Kian, claimed that the boy fired - :

what he sazd were! fuﬁle caliq f

“follow the rules of engagement;  the head while he ‘was already him'toinhibitiric Iving be e for B :
[y ASEs VO vmg : be brought o me for filirigin

the requirements of theperform- kneeling ‘on the ground and - the slain teenager - - court or dlsmmsal ! Agu%rre'
.ance of dufy, '-W}uch you have. turning away from the police. - He said leaders of fht? milic said
.DO} c?’uez‘ also demed .

tant group Akbayanwers “mis-
Anformed and ignorant ‘of pro- -
cedures” when they talled for -
' hls ml'ubmon in the prehnunary :

the has: prqudged Kian's
dase; stressmg that he isonly"
_b1ased in favor of the truth’ and :

: from the cages

S ""iecretary Agmrre has_'
consistently downplayed.
“the deathof Kian as an 180~

lated -event. The secretary,
who denies the ‘existence
of extrajudicial killings in
the country, said that the
case ‘of Kian was blown out
" of proportions: Because of
these reasons, among marny
others, Secretary Aguirre
must inhibit from the case
of Kian to prevent any form
‘of whitewashing,” Akbayan

S %eeter ay.in; :

the Catholiz diocese is jolning..

s the Archdiocese of Lingayen- .
: b

va ECJ_,

in _rmgmg church -

: c1ally on drugs; “widespread
“extraj udma} kﬂlmgs and other_ '

crimes. .

If there are two faces that the
Church now has, these are the
faces of Kian delos Santos and
.all other ‘vietims of injustice:
kneeling down and begging,
kneeling ‘down and suffermg,
the statement read.

Lagos alsourged the faithful
to pray for those killed in the
government's war and their
families. —With Edu Punay, Eva
Visperas, Cecille Suerte Felipe
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© lastwee

" Dela Rosa said the relief

. Bartolome oft!
Infantry Battalion: -

. The policemen were.
i under camp réstrics

placed

they were responding to

‘the Teported preserice of an ‘assured us . :
“investigation,” Beltran said.

" armed man in Barangay Mon-

‘strangely, the
‘the'soldier was _
night pass to visit his famil
.afterhe underwent debriefing

of Police Officer 2 Ronsld"™
. Zeros and PO Michael Bul-
' landay would pave the way -
 for animpartialinvestigation-
: in’co"the:kﬂiin%o'f Pfc. Rodilo
e Army’s53rd :

e _"Beltran, : Zamboang

'-"'f-Zeroséh Bﬁﬁah&aﬁ';sai: Lnal,; .
gation and Detection Group

te-Alegre; Aurora-at N qojErate SEELS
3:45 p.m.when they saw

amily

and tested riegative for crisis

Chief.Suiiénnt

sula police director, ap

The Criminal. Investi- .

assured ug of an impartial "

.= Cecille Suerte Felipe,

'Roe‘l__Pareﬁo_ D e
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THE RATIONS LEABING NIWEMILE

E provmce yesterda
% Tieutenant Colonel Jose Viadimir R, : )
“Cagars, the commandet of the army' e escaped from the encounter st
86th Infantry Battalion (86th IB); con-. ' When the smoke. cleared and the
‘firmed that the encounter: happened at’ 'gunmen already retreated, soldiers
) about4 39 am. otNat{onai HeroesDay e coﬂected from the enc{mnt
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Philanthropist donates P68-M to fallen Army
soldiers

X

By Priam Nepomuceno August 28, 2017, 12213 pm

MANILA — In line with the country's observance of National Heroes Day, the Philippine Army (PA} on
Sunday handed over PHPE8 million in checks to the families and loved ones of 68 troopers who died in
the ongoing efforts 1o liberate Marawi City from the clutches of Maute Group.

The turnover ceremony took place at Ricarte Hall, PA Officers Club, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, Army
spokesperson Lt. Col. Enrico Gil lleto said.

Families and loved ones of the falien troops were given PHP1 million check gach.

The money was initially donated by an anonymous donor to the Armed Forces of the Philippines who
then forwarded it to the PA, lieto added.

The number of beneficiaries of this ynnamed philanthropist has now climbed to 76.

Family members of the remaining Army fatalities will be given the same assistance once their

documents and other requirements are processed.

“Uethe Philippine Army is grateful for the support-extended to the families of our fallen.soldiers. This wili

-surely.serve as -an inspi
As of this posting, a total of 130 troops, from the various armed services, have been reported k]l.led.in
the ongoing Marawi crisis. (PNA)

CUWWWLBRE.GOVIPIT T
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ration 1o our troops sjt_éi__i__fi_g_btin_g in __M_araw% City,” lleto added.
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" Espemdo oversaw the 'po-'
© lice raid at the compound of ;'

Cand'to Pol;ce C}uef Insp }owe S WE are fating as & Nanon. d-anm. 1k 17 ) _
" ‘Espenido, who oversaw the he Parojinog iclan last July forhumm-nghtto_hfe,

- raiid in Ozamiz City that result- - the: challenges and emerge tri- -that restlted in the death of Arguelles, a retired’ arch-' ;
“ed in'the deaths of members of - umphant for the simple reason - Ozémiz City mayor Reynaldo- ‘bishop of Lipa, Batangas

: T they have atevil heart,
will:do evil'no matter: -
: i place in theirbody.
The POIICF‘ and all govern- -

"that itis th.rough tough txmes' Patojinog; his wife:Susan, his:
7. ‘brother board memiber:Octa-: '_:th
'-Paro]mog Jr, sister Mona W

'"Espemdo was also the po-
‘chief ‘of Albuera, Leyte “work
g o Rolando.Es=t. 4}

“ast pril : : reqponmbﬂ:‘cy and always live
goveminen‘t fficials and pri-’ your. livesina manner bEflm
“vate individuals'who rendered - the title,” he added."
—“inivaliable serviceinrrelation - The 129soldiers. and “POhCE . E
02 campa.lgn or advocacv of . men-died in-separate clashes © - Meanwhﬁe, former military sai
with Islamic State-msp1red' : and archbxshop i

_ Ootout izransplred and Espz«'-'_:: :
osa' 'ab "xemted mmde his
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der of Albuera, Leyte provmce
: when Mayor . Roiando : Es:

rant rald on a. cell in: the Sub;
5'provmcaal Ja1l in Baybay City
. where the docal: off1c1a[ ‘was

heldon’ drug chal ges on Nov. 5"

lastyear.

Espemdo was earher givena’

specxai award during the Philip-
- pine National Police anniver-

sary celebration for his contri-

ed o] ‘thosée who "lost their fives

asa darect resuit of their, Jpartici- -
_pation in - ‘the’ Presldents -ca-
: paxgn or advocacy_ L
- Mr. Duterte created the Or—_ .
Cder: ‘of - Lapu-Lapuin  April..
through Executive Order N617

and expanded its coverage
through Executive Order No. 35

that he signed on Aug. 3. INQ:, -/
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Duterte co M’@E s Order
of Lapu Lapu on ﬂ@
f&ﬁ@ﬁ troops in Marawi

By ARGYiL SYRUS B GEDEGOE T . City, Lanao del Sun

The medals were given during tiie

President Duterle posthumously  celebration of National Heroes” Day,

conferred on Mondav the Order of  themed “Taong Bayan: Ang Bagong

Lapu Lapu Medal of Kalasag io ‘the 12¢  Bayani ng Bayan,” at the Libingan ng
soldiers and police who were killed-in-  mga Rgyani in Taguig City Mon-

aciion fighting the terroriste in Marawi day morning. b2
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iminality, and poverty that hinder u
fromr-achieving our fol :
& o

; :
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cio; Taging City durng the Natioral He ;

: yesterciav_' _
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Troops foil terrori

e w"‘?ﬂ&%}g.« -—r—a”é

August 2017 Page:

sts” attempt to sneak 11'1‘@ main batﬂe area in
Marawi Cl‘ty ol

- By FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD " when alert troops killed 10 terrorisis  from a task group moniioring Lake
following & three-hour clash o Lanao  Lanao chanced upon them aboard two
e he attempt to reinforee Maute Lake. Lanao del Sur. melorized pump boats at about 2:30 am,
%Group fighters still lioled up The 10 suspecied terrorists were  Monday. A flerce gunfight ensued.
. in war-torn Marawi City was  trving to sneak info the main hattle As the terrorists gol nearer
w‘g:w foiled earls Monday morning  area in Marawi City when soldiers o the-lakeshore. anolher lask
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: p :
dead hodies and the stikern’ boat... S

. “Therecent accomphshment of our

greunﬁ forees oniy shows the slUcCess |

ol coﬂrdmatmn made by mzr 'troops _

i Maute father* of Omar and Abdullah -

Maute Wh@ 1ed the ferror attack‘; in '_

Maram C1ty was reported L
! Bureat of Jail Managerment a d Pe—

nology (BIMP) director Serafin Rarreto
- Jr said the67-year-oid Maute patriarch -
was taken o Tagu1g~Pateros Distriet

" Hospital at around 2 p m Sundav but
died at 3:07p.m." %

LY e re-cewed a report that he
died this afterrioon, at 3:07 p.am. Jail
_ officials said his BP (blood pressure)
spiked and he had difficulty in breath-
mg) » Baretto. san} when asked tocon-

edeath of Cayamara B

medmaLcheckup ar 1m~';:l_ thmk

e

‘of Repui}ém Act 10591 {Comprehenswe P
Firearms and Ammunition Regulation
Act)-and violation for Sec: 3 of Presiden-. .
~tial Decree-1866 as 'r'r'iended'byﬂepubﬁc e

Act 9516 (Law on Explosives):”

- :Even before-his detentloxa the‘_ﬁ :
- BJMP chief, said the Maute patriarch .
was ajready diagnosed with ‘hepatitis,
type 1 diabetes, and hypertension. ;-
.- 'BIMP spokesperson Senior Inspec- -
* tor Xavier Solda said the elder Maufe |
was “in critical condition” when he was
taken from the Special Intensive Care |
Umt at Camp Bagong Diwa'to Tagmg— :

' kﬂled remained at 130

Ano on Monday said. the death t)f the

il father.of the Maute brothers was an
unfortunate 1n01dent net_ only for: h:s

atotal of 6013- Maute fxghters have been e

gilled by government fare

the total nuniber: of government forces

She said:there.is no change in
the number of.civilians Killed:which
remains ‘at45and number of cmhans

-rescued ati1,728."

-She -added: that abaut 1, 270 Jmpra—

vmed explosive -devices {IEDs} :and
~unexploded -ordnance (UX0s) ‘were
“taken from the different structures in
-the main battle area.

“Yesterday.alone, 321ED5 and U‘XOS
were seized by troops,” she said. (With a

report from Martin A: Sadongdong)

T
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_'_.accordmg to Peﬁnglay &
©./She said that around 5am, g
‘et _"men’c troops: conduicted & %earch '
‘operation thatyielded five bodiesfro
thi M6 rifle an
;motonzed hanm '

845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285
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~Viuktat, Abu Talib, Tsmisel; Samson and

The dead were mltzaliy xdenhﬁed as

Nidal, all adclescents,

She added the five others were kﬂled o
in the pursuit operations but theirbodies -
were not recovered as their pumpboat .

' sank during the fierce chase,

- Galvez said the neutralization of the

= As"of yesterday, soldiers’ and pohce'
forceswerestill searching for the remains .
 of the slain m1htants in the Séﬂ-squarej_ﬂ_
: 'lulometer lake. o o

Westmmcom chxef Lt

battle area. " -
“The plan of the terromsts was- earher
reported 4o us,-that is why if was easier

“for patrolling Special Forces Riverine
units and maritime policemen to detect -
and neutralize the movement,” Galvez’

~ said, noting that the accomplishment of

* the government forces was a result of .

~their-successful: coordmatlon with-doca

government unitsand ¢

. militants should serve as a warning to

those whowould try to: escape and rein-

" foree the terrorists.

_ ment forces and the Maute brought the

deﬁmteiy get you,’f Galvez said. .
V-.Maute eath t@ﬁ s

" Yesterday's encounter between govern:

" deafth toll of militants to 613.

OFFICE OF THE A

. Government forces also recovered

665 assorted high-powered firearms as
fighting entered its 98th day yesterday, -

Petinglay said.

She added that no casualty from gov-
ernment troops has been reported since
Sunday, although some 130 have been
killed since the first day of hostilities.

Among civilians, the death tool stood
at 45 while 1,728 were rescued.

About 1,270 improvised explosive de-
vices (JEDs) and unexploded ordnances
{UXO) were recovered in different struce-
tures in the main battle area.

Last Sunday alone, troops recoverad
32 IEDs and UXOs rigged as traps by the

_munition.

also retook the Islamic Center and the
“Grand Mosque that the Maute had -oc-
cupled to use as command and wntrol -
“center.
AOurtroops-are-ready- for you Wewill- -

Maute group in the mmeumrzg battle area,
Petmglay said: s i
Cathedral retaken

- Goverimertt troops have also fmally _

' cleared anel regamed conitoliof St Mary 87

Cathédral since Friday afternoon ~95°
days after the conflict started - 'bu%ihad 3
to clear the Catholic churchin the mainly
Islaxmc centet fromIEDs '

- Petinglay said troops from the'

eri. Carlito fantry Battalion had to stealthily and de--
: Galvez Jr. said security around the lake - '
- will be heightened as they have anticipat- -
ed attempts of the terrorists to reinforce -

theircornered comradesin the cxty smain

cisively move in and recover
located in Barangay Marinaut. = s
" During the fitst'week 'of the s:ege, ‘the

church g

Maute ‘group posted on social media &
~video of its members seizing the church
-and desecrating 1'ehgzoz:zs 1mages bv set—_

tling them on fire. . ... _
The group . also seized Fr Teresxto _
“Chito” 5ugannb along Wlth 10 other’.-_
church devotees.:
. Petinglay said that after retakmg the :

-church troops were able to recover three

ighzpowered firearms arid assorted anm=

—From-the" Isiarmc Center, th:: rruupb '
recovered ’chree booby traps, orie suicide

tripod for a 50-calibe machl

_one Daésh black flag: -

- The troops also d1sc0vered a dug-—m .

tunnel inside the mosque belzeved to be’
‘the luchng place of ammunition. -« °

Augmenting '&raops -

Meanwhile, another elite Scout Ranger
battalion of the Philippine Army headed
by a Negrense military officer is now in
Marawi, as the Armed Forces of the Phitip-
pines (AFP) tries to finish off the remnants
of the Maute group who continue to engage
government troops in armed skirmishes.

The newly organized 5th Scout Rang-~
er Battalion (5SRB), headed by Lt.-Col.
Marlo Jomalesa, a native of Silay City,
Negros Occidental, arrived Saturday in
the city.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Iomalesa yesterdav said
they would join other Scout
‘Ranger units fighting ‘against

{ " ‘the Maute group for the
'_'_".three mornithsi ;

in central Negros s 'also in

- Maitawi.
CHtie with the 15th and 82nd

supervision of the 3rd Infantry
Division headed by Maj. Gen.

]on Aying.

‘the 5SRB: troopers: under-

" dourses, aside from the close-

A 10 M&Ut@ From Pagessi |

out for 5 000 Marawi ”bakth"
._(evacuee\ families, according
“to Départment of Public Works
“andHighways (DPWH) Lando
odel. Norte-F1rst Engmeermg

{7 The st Scout Ranger iBattaL'-
“fon; which 1ised t0 be’ asmgned'_"

-'Infantry Battalions under the -
use prefabricated materials.

‘They are planning on build-
ing a single attached, .one-

-Before thelr deplovment-':
-to Marawi;, Jomalesa said:

‘went training in specialized:

“gineer, Ade Mustapha Deron. -

“Last week, ftwas disclissed
at'it 'seems the NHA would

.::-scrap the building of bunk-

houses 'and it ‘would ‘instead

story house that has around

3 22-square meter floor area.
“Each hotse would have its-
-own foilet and a’ 5ephc tank _

contlict is being fought

ity (NHA) is now reportedly

" quarter battle, as the Marawi’

Sept. 8, ’rargetmg to buﬂd three
“houses aday. -

. ~WithJohn Unson, Gﬁbert"
Bayoran; Evelyn Macairan,
“Rhodinz Villanueva-Cecille
Suerte Felipe, Lino dela Cruz

-dna relatedh development
the National Housing Author-.

| eyeing to. use’prefabncated :
i tter terr=
; ‘"'p{arary sheiters bemg :plarmed

[
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 Betting onthe prospect that the resolve of the pro-Islamic State
) fighters in Marawi City has weakened, particularly after the
" recent death of Cayamora Manite, the father of the Maute brothers

.. who are leading the militants, the Armed Forces of the Philippines

Turn to page 2
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: Whﬁe it {‘xpecta the mm‘ale of o
the remaining Maiite Group’ "{1{13 terrorlr;tk and 130 gnvernment?; €
terrovists 1o plummet with the Ardops had heen killed ginee the f; 'iermr orga.mzatwn
death of Cayamora Maute, the AFP - eruptmn of ‘the cnnfilct iaat \éay Othﬂl"i arzes’ced were mc; w;te

is.not expecting the lawles§ 2 : Mantey: :
elemenfs to ﬁommn ammizes

;. Maute will definitely dffett Omar
: : £ and Abdusiab, “who are beheved still -

AR said tha.t ﬁ is s&ddtw‘nmg'ﬁ . i [ ]

8 glder Maute. father of

Cof nperatloﬁali matterb
StOur tac-tlcal and g‘mund'-‘-

“The enemles had sald that :' L “We are baddened bv his death - there will have low “moralé, of
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- ableth dnter cept the 10 terrorist . -
o8- meinbers on board {ws motorized .
-pump boats uttempung 0 é;!l_?d.k

~intensive: 1caze mat cof tle Qamp.f
_ Bago

Sware
. 'dxatel‘ launched by forcesof -
: the Joint Tdsk Group Lawa. agamstf
f_'hepatms and -élabetes e ghe Lpemg, {érroriste
BrigiGen. &esi:mtto?adm Jrooo K Twround R amg upon_,'
_.AFP spok%man, échoed Afio’s ._'c.eau,hmg the area, troops weré "
pronouncements; waringthe death  dbleio recover five dead bodies
of Ihé Muats patriareh will 'af the enemy; one Mif rifle; an?
deprwe *hﬂ mhms u}"iu'romm o;w nuitorized pump boat.
' A g TToops were 4lso abfe 14 'shbot '

18 “The reren’r acc*emphs}sment of__'
Ty ground forees only shows'the
‘successful_coor dmauon made by.'

Remfarcmg terror band }uﬂed

~Tef terrorists; meanwh:ie war
lulied vestm day artﬂ attempmng
t g

: Ivs. ime:
Western Mindanao -Command '_ pohcemen to detect and né‘ﬁ‘fmhze'
{Wesmiineom), said that elements - the movainent,” ha gdded.”
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BY VICTOR REVES

Marawi City.

“We're seeing the progress, ad-
vance of our soldiers, We've gained
conteol of the Grand Mosque.
They're aow left with a small area

so_probably we’re preparing for
one big battle,” said Afio. . -
- Afio was referring to the Islamic .
_ center which was recovered by gov-
ernment woops following a firefight
with Maute members Jast Thursday

ARMED Forces chief Gen. Ed-
uardo Afio yesterday said the
military is preparing for “one big
battle” against the remnants of the
Maute Group behind the dragging
- arméd réballion ih Marawi Gy
© 'This developed as government
troops killed 10 Maute members in
a firefight at Lanao Lake yesterday
dawn, while the tersorists were

out to reinforce their comrades in See THE > Page BO

Hours later, President Duterte went
to the main battle area to congraty-

tate the troops for the feat.
“We've recovered the Grand

" Mosque. This means that their atea

without additional casualties, es-
pecially on the civilians,” said Adc.

Military estimates indicate around
50 Maute members are confined in a
half square kilometer area and hold-
ing about 30 hostages.

person of the military’s Joint Task

- is getting smaller. The epemyiscon-

solidating They’re spread out before,
now that they are consotidating, we
expect that there will be fresh fight-
ing when we come to the last phase
of the operation,” said Afio.

Maute Group to fight uatil the end.
. “The enemy said they will fight it

- ourto their last breath so with that -

declaration, we expect them 10,20

“do or die,” said Afic.

Asked whes the “one big battle”
will take place, the military chief
said: “It’s hatd to say. We need to
have confidentiality, Our tactical
commanders and ground com-
mander know what to do there”

Afio said the end of the conflict
is imminent. The fighting, which
broke out last May 23, has already
resulted in the death of 613 Maute
members, 130 soldiers and police-
men and 45 civilians.

“T’s just a matter of time before
this ends. What we want really is
to minimize the loss of lives and
destruction. We want to end this

Aﬁasaid he-is ~-expecting' +the -

Force Marawi and Western Mind:

anao Command, said the troops
spotted the tetrofists, 00 board two
punp boats, around 2:30 2.m. their
way to re-inforce their comiades in
Marawi.City. ...

Afrer a three-hour ﬁrcﬁght,

Petinglay said five of the fatalities

“glong withvan MIGrifles oo
She said the bodies of the five

other slain Maunte members were
not retrieved becanse they sank with
their pumpboat. She said soldicrs
and policemnen wese stll searching
for the sunken bodies and boat,

Wesmincotn coramander Lt Gea.
Catlito Galvez said the military eat-
Lier received information about the
group’s plan to enter the main battle
area, prompting the patrol.

“The plan of the terrorists was
cartier repotted to us that is why
it was easier for patrolling special
forces riverine units and maritime
policemen to detect and neutralize
the move,” said Galvez.

“L et this be 2 warning to those
who have the intestion to escape znd
- to entet, our troops are ready for you.
We will definitely get you,” he added.
Govesnment forces have retaken
last week visal facilities previously

-oceupied. by.the Maute. members,

including the Girand Mosque

«i(Fhursday); che:Marawi Gity.police -

station (Tuesday), and the Saint
Mary’s Cathedral (Friday).
“During the first week of the
slege, video footages of the Daesh-
inspired terror group Maute were

posted on the internét showing

members of the terror group ram-

_paging over the church, destroying .

age also showed the disrespectfui
acts of the terrotists towards the said
religious icon,” said Petinglay

She said troops recovered at the
scene three high-powered firearims
and assorted ammunition.

Petinglay said recovered at the
Grand Mosque were three booby
traps, 2 suicide bomb suite with an
improvised explosive device, two
rocket propelled grenade launch-
ers, 2 zifle grenade,a tripod for cal,
50 rrachine and a Daesh black flag,

“Alsq, the troops discovered 2
dug-in tunnet inside the mosgue
which was believed to be where they

hid their ammunition,” ssid Petnglay.

—
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“Capt. - Jo-anin |

Task Force Marawi and ‘the

military's Western Mindanao

" Cornmand, toid the Inquirer
_ mg ‘Bbroke out, at least 130 sol-

diers have been killed, along.
“with ‘597 ‘gunmen from the-
*Maute and Abu Sayyaf groups.
' Mmtary reccrds showed that -

on Sunday that most of the

' ':soldiers who returned 1o the -
~main battle area suffered only
 minorinjuries, .. . _
L "They Wan’ced to heip thesr' s

Pennglay '
'spokesperson for -the: joint. .

.-j-_.j_'_ian*ts are: back o the battle_
-2 ZGD& lnMaraw; C;ty

o Temalns under the. ¢ontrol -of ..

the militants, but the-situation:

is “complicated” because ter- .

“porists are stilt holding around
50 hostages. .

' Since May 23 when fight-

“flearea fo]iowmg 4 strong're-”

sigtance from Maute and Abu g
_-Sayyaf gunmen ‘hiding in ess
than'400 buildings and strucw

Page:

tures, including mosques. .-
"We -cannot . give exact

'tmellne as to when we ¢an to-
tally liberate the icity, but we
“are hopmg itwill be over socn _

Petinglay = S&Id mJEOFFREY E

“maiTem INQ
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“missal of the rebellion case

he death of Cayamora'._.
ite would lead 1o the dis-

filed against him but would

| "‘not affect those filed agairst.
“all other members of the ter

i rorist Maute .group, Justice -

Secretary Vitaliano Aguirre II

said yesterday. :
For the Armed Forces of the

: _Phll;ppmes (AFP), the demise
- would definitely affect themo-
. rale of his sons, terror leaders

' emain sm)ng despite 1

.-Omar and Abdullah Maute, in ..

P
e death’

- of clan patriarch Cayamora:
© Citing 2 legal doctrine, he
“explained that death extin-

“guishes” the'“"crxmmai‘""l1ab111ty~~-
of an accused : :

1" set to stand trial for rebelhon

along with the other members
of the terror group, which is
said to have sworn allegiance
to international terror group
Islamic State. He was rushed
to the Taguig-Pateros District

Hospital where he died of -

hypertension and diabetes
Sunday afternoon.
~The military tagged him.

-~ as one of the funders of

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIE

the Maute terror group that
attacked Marawi City on May
23, causing the displacement
of more than 100,000 residents
and the death of 603 terrorists,
130 soldiers and 45 civilians.
A said the trial of the
rebellion case filed against other
Maute members and support-
ers - including Maute matriarch
Ominta Romato, alias Farha-

ja.uteﬁ atriarch s .
d_eath won't affect case
Vs termnsts — DOI

: _}By EDU F UNAY na; former Maraw1 C1

= "'Fa;ad Salici .and:Mohaamad:

to-Marawi City.

e

mayor

Maute; ‘alias Abu Jadid, the

-~ group’s alleged bomb maker’
= would proceed before the-
'__Tagmg City régional tiial court.”

The Department of Tustice

“is set to resolve the charges

against 58 suspected Maute
rectuits arrested in Zambo-
anga City last July 25 and
three alleged members of the
Abu Sayvaf arrested in Sulu

Tast Auig. 10, AFP chief Gen.
Bduardo Afio said Cayamora’s -
death would definitely. ai'fect

the moraie of hisSons.:
} u:IaféW Wit %ey’ha

¥astioth

they could do than what they
have already done since. day
‘one,” Afio said, referring to
- the tetror the’ group br(mghir

Page: '

ere is pugby R

- *The death of Cayamora will
of course lowerthemorale of the ..

Western Mindanao Commatid -
(Westmincom) chief, agreed,
saying the death will notchange
the perception of soldiers and .
Marawi residents of the barba-
rism of the Maute group.. . .

He ordered his units to in-
crease their security alerts as
the remaining terrorists may
use it for “sympathy attacks.”

The AFP chief and designat~
ed 1mplementor of martial law
in Mindanao said the military
operations against the Maute
would continue until the pre-
dominantly Muslim city is
freed from the terrorists’ grip.

Afio said the area being
controlled or occupied by the
enemy is getting smaller each
day. —~ With Michael Punong-
bayan, Roel Parefio

L2

UL, Gen Carhto Galvez Jr," -

145.9555 Local; 52885, 5283
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St Marvs Cathedral, @ Roman’
'Cathoilc Church in ‘the center of the -
: ;predommantiv Muslim city of Maram

was retaken: by government forces a
-day after taking control of the Islamic
Center, which the Maute Group used as

its @ommand center after laving siege

of the city last May, a mﬂltary afﬁmal Lk .
- camefrom, They also usedit for. storage 8

E of ammunition:and firearms: R
After the Islarmc Center was retak—
aps, one suicide bormb

revealed on Monday. o

' Arthed Forces of the Phlilppmes—“ _
'Western Mindanao ‘Command (AFP-: -
- WestMinCom),spokesman. Army, Capt.

| Em-by ‘the military:

‘| Jo-Ann Petinglay said troops from the
4| f0th Infantry Battalion stealthily and dé

cisively moved in to clear St Mary’s Ca-

thedral in Barangay Marinaut, Marawi
: _City, at 3.pam.Jast August 25.. L
Troops seized three high- pcwered

|..firearms and ammumtwn afterretakmg
heheved to'be _where the ammumtmn- _

the church. -

took j'government forces séveral days

‘of operations:and planning before the

_Maute terrorists were fliished out from .
theiconic'center —preserving the strue-
ture and keeping it from any mortar or-
indirect fires.

Members of.the Maute Group had

) 'used the structure as theilr headcuar-
ters, where their command and control

caliber. machme gun and one Dae‘:h

- jblackﬁagwere aeized. - _
"Troops alse’ discovered a dug in:
 ‘tunnel inside the mosque which was

suit with unproxnsed explosive device, .

fore President: Duterte arnved in .the

Main ‘Battle Area 1o ms1t battie Weary"_-

troops. . -

St. Mary g Cathedral was the subject
of video footagesreleased by the Daesh-
inspired terror group Maute during
the first week-of the siege. In the video
footages, suspected members of the
Maute Group were shown seizing and

~and: the S’c Maz'y § Cathedral,,-
" Gen.Carlito G. Gaivez Jr, commanderof -
- - the Western Mindanao Command. :
_*This only shows how these people.”

do not respeet any religion, may if be

~Christian or Muslim. We abhor the acts*

of the terrorists and we know that they
will never have a place anywhere in the
world,” he said.

said Lt -
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NMARONE Mg :
brong;lokal na ISiS
militants -ang napatay .
kdhapon :ng: adaling-’
araw’ kabang nag-
tatangicanz ‘pumasok sa <.

rmmsm-m-s AAPANGAHA
_sA memmv NI MAUTE

[ Abdullah.

[E Cavamora Matite, ang
‘Amang Maute Brothers

-paghahas1k g Iagim sa”
Marawi:City.: posibléng’

asmagiging:mapa-
ngahas ‘pa-ang mga te-
roristasa pakikipaglaban - 3

sa gobverno sa loob ng -

hattle zone $a ungsod. .

- Avon Kay Armed

Forces of the Phitippines
(AFP) spokesman Res-
titute Padilla, inaasahan
na nilang mas magiging
mapangahas ai mata-

pang sa pakxk!paglaban'_
sa tropa g Tailitar ang .

magkapatid na Omar at’

Pahwanag ni-Padilla,

AFP Chief of Staff Edu-
ardo Afio ang pagkamatay

ni Cayamora Maute sa”

loob ng BIMP deten-
tion cell dabil marami pa

-giyang pananagutan sa
‘batas af maram pa ang
“naghihintay na ‘biktima
ng karahan na dulot’ng

terorismo §2 Marawi:

ang dalawang “motorboat -
i rmad

_lan at sagupaan.:-
Nabawing mzlxtar ang :
mga bangkay ng nasa-

wing militante.

§ Marawi: City sa Lanao
del Str upang’ “ulungan
1 pi'kasamahanma:

ng: mga nagpapatrolyang :

sundalo’isa Leke Lanao’

: g
tar.md umahot nd g8 603

: fakagot-ni -Cavamora:
maaari dih stong gami--
“tinng Maute group bi-
lang propaganda para -
7 jsulongatsuportahanang
“kanilang ipinaglalaban sa
‘Marawi City at: iagamit”
+din pard sa kanitang taga
-giporta al mga pamifyana;
“#iasa loch ng battle arear -
Tkinglungkot naman T -

-ay nasawi sa logbng Bas
-~ yeau of Jail Mapagerhent,

*saerorisma. 58 nasabm g

-:::Chusf of staff nama E'a.
angiepektong: pagka—

“brothers sa labanan i:ﬁ

~betes athepatitis bago pa
- Inan jta maaresto.”

- -angawtoridad. .

~TIAMATL 52 Panig ng. m111~ :

(it i A0, hitdi
ang pagkakasan kot Hifto’

'Eugar o :
lémagdag pa

fratay ng.amang Maute:

Marawl. :
Si: Cayamora Maute

and Penclogy (BIMP)$a
Taguig noong hapon ng
Linggo. Subalit nilinaw
ng AFP na matagal nang
may dinaramdam na sakit
si Cayamora tutad ng dia--

5ISIS. Mmmmsa sagupaan|

OANGA

ang:mga napaiay na

Tagsimula-ang.
neong Maye 23, ngﬂmt
hindi naglatabas ng mga:
larawan ng mga nasawi

Umabot na rin sa 4‘*

~ang bilangng mganapa-4
patay na: 31b1iyan at 1301

Pahina.

ng’
(A! Jacmto)

;camams nabawi na sa Maule

i~ Patuloy na Jumiliit ang-pinags’

kukutaan ag.mga teroristang grupo
matapos na Ting mabawi ng mga .
taubian g Armed Forces of the

Philippines mula sa kamay ng tero-

| ristang Maute group ang Saint Mary’s
1 Cathedral na nasa Brgy. Marinaut,
4 Marawi City.

Ayen kay L,aptam Joan Petmglay,

' tagapagsalita ng Joint Task Force

Marawi, nabawi ang Catholic church
noong August 25,
Nakakuhs rin ng tatlong matataas

“bastos ng teroristang Maute group sa
‘mga imahe ng mga Santo.

na kalibre ng baril atsari- sarmg baia
‘saloob ng simbahan, - :

giyera sa Marawi City ay nag-viral:sa
video footages ang pagsita at pattiba-

 Sinabipang raititar na mas maramz
pa silang mababawing mga lugdr
bago matapos ang araw 1a o dzhil sa
patuloy na pagkakapatay nila sa mga
natitireng miyembro ng teroristang

Matatandaang sa kasagsagan m: :

grupo. (Betchat Julian)
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Pahina. 2

City..

“miditar'sa Marawi

Ayon:kay Col.: ‘Fdgard

! Aravals; hepe nig Public A

. fairs Office ny AmedFor-
"‘ces of the ‘Phiippines, 6
ay base-umans sa mga
" nakakausap ng mga sun-
dalonia mga sibifyan at sa-
-mga nakatakas na blhag ng o

. 'teronstang grupo;:

Gt niArevalo; ang mga_

~child wairiors ay nafaumbinsi *-
‘niMaute group namaging =

- kapanaligniia, inamasanat’;
lumalaban -

_'Child warnafs sa ‘Maraw

arnabx--"nam_an;?n' re

valo na.ang hasabing ulat «

~ay beberpikahin mura n

: _'kapagtaben ‘sa tropa g :
+ofJail Maz‘;agement and.-j: :
: idilla, inaasahan‘na Allang

* hayag matapos
“Rowhanisa.Abdul Jabar -
na ang kanyang anak.na -

© dinukot pitong t80r na ang -

nakakaraan ay is& 5a mga’

“ang ama ngiddlawa sa-
mga lider ng myga Maute’
nas:CayamcraMaute B4, -

55 TagligR

Hospital, ayon sa Bureau: of

‘mang maaresto._atmaku-.

long sa BJMP si Cayamora

i Cayamora sa mosgue
-sa Quiapoat agad ding
inilibirig sa Norzagaray, Bu-:
“lacankamakalawa ng gabi. -
e AngasaWa-naman.Ca-;._.;:.
yamora i si Ominta*Far--
“-hana’ Romato Maute-ay -

D Dég T
Cayamora,: posibleng mas

m_a_g:gmg _r;_wa_pangahas_ p

fyjon kay Sr Ensp Kavi-~
Solda; tagapagsadita ng-
BIMP, tumaas :ang ‘blood
‘pressure at nahirapang
~huminga si Cayamora ha-
bang ito ay nasa kanyang .-
seldaisé Camp’Bagong
~iDiwa:sa Taguig City kaya.
- siya- islnugod s, pagamu— g
Aan.

“do Afio na isang malaking:

a ‘ang Maute brothers'sa.

p
:pakikipaglaban:sa:gobyer:

nosalooh ng ‘Marawi Cly,:

spokesman; Restitito: -

mds magiging mapanga- -

~hag at-matapang sa:paki=
‘Kipaglaban sa tropa ng

militar ang ‘magkapatid na

-Omar at Abduliah Maute:

Paliwanag pa ni Padil-

la.‘magai rin itong gamitin
‘ngiMaute group bilang

propaganda ;para isulong

: +"atsupoitahan ang Kanilang
Nabatrd na bago pa :
+City at:magamildin ;para
;88 kamlang taga—supor%a at

ipinaglalaban sa Marawi

laban ang inihahanda:ng

TAFP para tuluyang'mabawi
‘ang -Marawi (City nia‘has:

los-isandaang:araw. nang

inookupa ng - mgaitero-

r:stang Maute group
-:8i

P
g.mga terorista: dahil; Ha
atiiloy na opensnba ng;

"mllstary

Bilang patunay umano_

- dito ay ang pagsuiong
“‘al-pagbawi ng militar sa
.Grand mosgue NoGTY Na-

karang lingge na siyang

-pmakamalaklng rnosguie at

isang simbulo ng Islam sa

. nasabmg siyudad.

- /Ang nasabing mosque
umang ang siyang gina-
gamit na pangunahing
hideous ng Maute at Abu
Sayyaf group. (May ufaf I
Mer Layson)
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W

Fo Tery i e mﬁa&-ﬁ

3y d o™ REEE

erdtiors against more than 100 fleeing

New People’s Army (NPA) rebels who
swooped down and set up-a roadblock

_ataMmbakte ared, Barangav Eunreka
‘Gingoog City, held 10 constructmn
workers ashostages for over five hours
' "“"ﬁ“and eventuaﬂv released then Jate F

Forces of the _'P'_hi‘iiijpines
(AFP) ‘yesterday pressed.
oty with its wide pursuil op- -

Y.
'_"‘l}eved to be members of guenlla-Frnnt o
 Cominittee 4B of the CPP-NPA North- -
Central’ Mindanao: Reglonai Commitiee
“under a certain ?Commandeér Dahon”
e swmped down and set up a road block :

: at that tlme it said:
~“Therebels: commandeere _the ;
yehicles and” brought the ‘workers to:
S1t10 Talangmog where they were held" .

E RATIOR'S LEADING o NTEEFARTE

3t aMirabalite avea in Eureka, Gingoog™
_ ._"C1tv ataround Tpm. ‘ot Frtdav and held
10 workers of the construction firm; ..

‘took their vehicles and Isuzu plckup -
- “ the local government’s promise of a

_ and forward hoom fruck

According to initial report from the -

Gmgoog‘ Citv Police Station (GCPS),

_the’ rebels also seized some"-personai-'.
" helongings of the workers. '

. The1( Workers and one field eng

n_eérwere heading to Sitio Mimbaliteof
that same ‘city when' thev were ﬂagged

. of the ‘Army’s 403rd Infantry Bﬁgade

¥ ‘The' conszructlon wurke were

 temporarily held hostage by the NPAs

and lectured them na‘r 10 beheve-'

certificate of ancestral domain title -

“before releasmg them after almost 2
_ﬁve hours:” o i
- 'No omne: was.- reported harmed '

among the released construction

workers 6f Bqui-Parco Construttmn '
=0 :

pmipany; based in Butuan City:

' The' Army s 401st Infantry (Unity)

'Br;gade ‘alsg conducted blocking po-

mtmn along the provmmal border of

af the Phlhppme Alr' : ﬁ

B
‘whichis agossable escape rou e for
: fNPA rebels; i
According to the latest mformaﬁon,
-._the fieeing NPA rebels are now head- ..
- ing | towards Utao Rwer in Agusan deI
“Norte. o
- The hot pursu;t operatmnc: are also e

supported by the forces of Northeast-

ern Mindanac Police Regional Office
T 13 (PRO13), a8 ablocking force il the
© regional border of northeastem and

northern Mindanao regions.

GCPS -city director Supt. Roel
Lamiing said they are gathering vital
information from the released con-
struction workers in addition to their

. preparation for the filing of appropriate

charges against the group of Com-

- mander Dahon,
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Wérd visit in Marawl

/4 have to be here because |
want all of you to know
that... Mahal ko kmy. | hope

you will be able to clean up Marawl

City and get rid of the terrorists,”

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte

said in a speech during his second

visit to Marawi.

Tapang at malasakit. Two of
the main reasons why 16 million
Filipinos, or possibiy more, voted for Rodrigo Roa
Duterle as the 16th president of our country. In all the
Actions of his administration and his directives o dit-
ferent government agondies, we can see and feel his
care for the welfare of the people. A ycar afler he won

the.election,.we have seen a lol of change happes in

our country, however we also faced a lutof challénges ™
sparticularlyin thewaron drugs and serrorism, The war
on drugs have revealed the severity of the drug prob- b e

tem in our country which involves several politictans
as drug protectors. Aside from tervorism and the drog
problem, we also face a tal of challenges from power
greedy politicians who are eager to destroy the image

of the president for their seliinterest: -Amid-al-dhese ..

obstacles in his first year in office, President Duterte

still stands strong with his genuine care fox the Filipino

our country growing stronget.

The recent Marawi siege dampened the spirite and
left many of our Mushm brothers in fear spawned
by the relentless Maute group. However, hope still
lingers as our beloved President, in {ull battie gear,
visited the war-torn city of Marawi last Aug. 24, and
gave courage as well as heightened the morale ot our
good suldiers to fight off the terrorists that have been
plaguing the country For three months, Unmindiul of
the danger he was in, President Duterte did a couple
of stopovers outside the safe zone to reach out and
communicate with the soldiers and assure them of the
government's efforls to ensure that thair families are
2ol talen cared of. This has been the third visii o1 the
president in Marawi but this is the first time he visited
the main battle area of Marawi, imstead of just visnting
the camps of the suldiers., For Hie first time, | have also
wirnessed firsi-hand the siteation inside harawi, the

Page: fi

" people intact; and lis bravery againist the-énenes of i
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areq seemed like a ghosl towrn. 1 was nervoi dunng

-~ fhis visit because we are-ahly 30 IneIETS AWay from

the frontline area where Maute members are hicling. 1
was worried that we might be atlacked at any moment,
but 1 think this is also why the president decided Lo
visit the soldiers in the main battle area, 1§ T'm scared
of the possibility of beiny attacked, thery what could
our soldiers - who stay fhere day and night - be feel
ing? The moment 1 save the ook on our soldiers when
they saw President Duterie, | undersiood why he was
there. He wanted the soldiers to knony that he is not

“just a predident or a commander-in-chief who send

P

#roups into batile without risking his ovn life, he's a

leader who prefers to lead the battle himself and show
his soldiers that he is twiiling to risk his lite with them.
The high morale of the soldiers was clear and visible
when they were visited by the president regardiess of
the danger he was putting himself in and quolitg sume
of the soldiers, they sald “"van ang presicente!”

1n our briet talk with President Diuterte, 1 asked him
what he was doing there when he knev thal it's danger-
ous in the area, and he just said “When yous time ks up,
it's up. Kahit saan ka magpunta.” | feel like this s the
president's seeret on how he can Overcome dangerous
Gituations and he is the kind of leader that we truly

someone who will fight for the people, someone who

neé‘d‘_SOnjeone' \,\rho isnob afraid of an}lthing.()r d]l}'.()]le,...... s e

S S howe g troopgtthat thiey-arenot alome-and-that be e s

i there for themy this is the kind of president that we

need to bring change in our country, this is the kind of

leader that is Duterte; Tnpang af Jnaiasakif in one man.
%*
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ificant success

CAMP RANAO, Marawi City (DWDD) — As of August 28, 2017 or 98 days since the start of the siege in
Marawi, the government has marked significant success in its campaign 1o free the city from the grasp of

the Daesh-inspired Maute Group.

According to Joint task Force Marawi, since August 27, they have recorded 603 terrorist kilied and 665
firearms recovered from the group.

Yesierday, soldiers were abie to recover 32 Improvised Expiosive Devices (IED) and Unexpioded
Ordnance or a total of 1,270 IEDS and UXOs from different structures in the Main Batfie Area.

Other significant events for the past week:

— retaking of St Mary’s Cathedral

- retaking of the Lanao De! Sur Police Provincial Office

— the hoiding of a Congregational Prayer help, done for the first time

— and. 10 Maute members killed after attempting to enter the Main Battle Area.

teanwhile, there ware no change in the number of civiians killed, 45, and number of civilians rescued
at 1,728, while the number of government casualties is now at 130 killed in action. AES

www.dwdd.com
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Kin of soldiers fighting for the country are
heroes, too

By Liza Agoot August 28 2017, 2:21 pm

LA TRINIDAD, Benguet — In every war, there are casualties who emerge as heroes. They are given
medals for bravery, for gallantry and for their heroism.

These soldiers’ spouses, chiidren, parents and siblings are also heroes in their own right for being brave
enough to let go of their loved ones who are involved in the country's national defense or police

operations.

Edna Tabdi, mother of Senior Inspector Gednat Tabdi, the Special Action Force (SAF) trooper who was
killed in Mamasapanc, Maguindanao on January 25, 2015 is 2 hero, fighting for the battle of the 44

families who lost 2 loved one on that unfortunate day.

Her son is ohe of the two SAF troopers who were awarded the Medal of Vaior by former President
Benigno Aguino [H.

Edna has three other sons who are in the police service. Of the three, one is also a SAF trooper like
Gednat.

The Tabdi family.has. 15.0ther members who are with the Philippine National Police and a few with the
Mindanao. S o

~ Armed Forces of the Philippines, many of whom are assigned in
Despite the pain of always trying to recall the tragic events, Edna talked about losing a child and
attaining the justice they've been fighting for.

- "Yun lang-makakapagpatahimik sa akin, dun lang.ako makaka move-on (That is the only way | can have
peace of mind and move on)," she said. I

ra sa kore Hindi kamni fitigi hangaat 'di napapartsahan 0
o at iba pang miyembro ng SAF 44(We will continue io |
death of my son and the other members of SAF 44

- *Patuloy kaming lumalaban and ialaban sa giye
ang dapat parusahan sa pagkamatay ng anak k
fight the battle in court until those responsible for the
are made answerable),” she added.

y the one who shot and killed Zutkifli Binhir, also known as "Marwan” .

Edna’s son, Gednat, was apparent!
f the United States for various bombing incidents in

- an international bomb expert on the wanted list 0
Mindanao and other parts of Southeast Asia.

Edna added that her son died at around 4:30 p.m. on that day, more than 12 hours after the start of the
operation.

After more than two years, the battie of the families continues without any clear date when it would end.

Questions continue to hound Edna’s mind: "Siguro kung may reinforcement na dumating hindi ako
nangungulila ngayon, hindi nawaian ng asawa ang manugang ko, hindi naipanganak na walang talay
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ang apo ko (If only the reinforcement came, | would not be feeling the loneliness of losing a son, my
daughter-in-law will not be a widow and my grandson will not be born without a father),” she said.

Gednat married Lea in Ociober 2014. Lea was seven months pregnant with their first child when her
husband died.

sirawberry fieid that was given as an assistance to her by non-government organization BIBAK, her
daughter-in-faw and grandson are also battiing the loneliness of losing Gednat.

The family makes it a point to visit Gednat's grave every weekend to remind the orphaned child of his
father's galiantry.

Losing a loved one is never easy, Edna lamented. "Mahirap matanggap para sa isang ina (If's not easy
to accept especially for a mother)," she realized.

The battie continues as Edna and Lea try fo move on by strengthening their faith and spirituality.

Edna is a hero in her own right for raising Gednat and three other children who have pledged their
services 1o the country. (PNA)

www.pna.gov.ph
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